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Sir  WILLIAM  TEMPLE* 


Firft  Embassy  at  the  Hague. 


Begun  Auguft  1668. 


to  the  Elettor  of  Mentz.      A  l'Elefteur  de  Mayence. 


I 


Hague,  Aug.  31. 

SIR,  N.  S.1668. 

Did  not  receive  the  honour 

of  your  highnefs's  letter  till 
fome  time  after  my  arrival  in 
England,  with  the  inclofedfor 
the  king  my  mafter,  which 
he  received  with  that  efteem 
his  majefty  always  bears  to 
what  comes  from  your  high- 
nefs  :  and  having  promifed  me 
an  anfwerupon  my  return  for 
Holland,  which  has  been  put 
off  from  day  to  day,  I  have 
deferred  my  particular  ac- 
knowledgments toyourhigh- 
nefs  till  I  could  value  them  by 
the  honour  of  accompanying 
a  letter  from  his  majefty.  I 
fend  it  now  inclofed ;  and  de- 
fire  your  highnefs  to  believe, 
that  I  refent  as  I  ought  the 
honour  you  have  done  me  ; 

Vol.  II.  a»d 


L 


A  la  Haye,  le  31. 

Monfteur,Aozit,S.N.  1668. 
A  lettre  dont  V.  A.  ma ha- 
nor'e,  &  qui  eft  daiee  du  14 
de  Mai^  ne  ma  ete  vendue  que 
quelques  jours  apres  mon  arrivee 
en  Angleterre  \  avec  ellefay  refu 
lf envelope  pour  le  roy  ?non  maitrey 
queje  lay  ay  porte^  iff  qu'ila  refx 
avec  les  memes  marques  d'cftimi 
que  fa  majefte  a  toujour s  fait  pa- 
roitre  pour  tout  ce  qui  vient  de  la 
part  de  V.  A.  le  roy  may  ant  pro- 
mis  la  repanfe  pour  le  terns  demon 
retour  en  Hollande^  qui  a  toujour s 
trainedejour  en  jour  if 'ay  differ* 
de  marquer  a  V.  A.  ma  reconnoif- 
fance  en  particulier^  jufqu  a  ce 
quefeujfe  Thonneur  d' etreporteur 
d'une  lettre  de  fa  majefte.  Je 
I' envoy e  a  cette  heure^  &  je  fup- 
plie  V*  A.  de  croire  queje  rejjens 
comme  js  h  dois  Thorn eur  qu'elle 
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and  that  I  will,  preferve  your  trfa  fait,  &  que  je  ccnferveray 

highnefs's  letter  among  the  fa  lettre^  &  la  conteray  parmi 

gxeateft  marks  of  honour  to  les  titres  &  les  honneurs  qui  ele- 

my  family  ;  and  mall  not  fail  vent  lagloire  de  mafamille.    "Je 

upon  all  occafions  to  (hew how  ne  laijferay  echaper  aucune  oua~ 

much  I  mall  cherim  the  title  fan  detemoigner combienje  cherts 

I  pretend  to  with  fo  m uch  j  uf-  &  cbertray  toujour s  la  qualite  que 

tice,  of  being,  Sir,  your  high-  je  prens  avec  tant  de  jujYue  de9 

nefs's,  &c*  monfaur,  de  V.  A.  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord*  Hague,  Sept.  7,  N.  S.  1668, 

SI  N  C  E  my  laftl  have  not  ftirred  out,  but  had  the 
favour  of  feveral  vims  in  my  chamber  •,  among 
the  reft,  one  from  monfieur  Meerman  on  Wednefday, 
and  one  of  three  hours  from  monfieur  de  Witt  yefter- 
day.  I  fell  into  talk  with  the  firfb  upon  the  matter 
of.  the  Guiney  company ;  who  faid  my  lord  Holies, 
and,  as  I  remember,  Mr.  Secretary  Morris,  had  fpoken 
of  it  to  him  before ;  but  only  given  him  a  general  re- 
lation, upon  which  he  could  not  fuffkiently  inform  the 
States  :  that  they  had  like  wife  mentioned  fome  other 
parts  of  the  marine  treaty,  by  which  the  Eaft-India 
company  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  but  remem- 
bered nothing  particular  befides  the  form  of  paflports, 
in  which  we  might  receive  what  fatisfa&ion  we  pleafed ; 
and  the  better  definition  of  what  was  meant  by  a  town 
btvefted.  I  told  him,  the  bufinefs  of  Guiney  was  di- 
ftindtfrom  any  thing  of  the  marine  treaty,  (though  he 
was  unwilling  to  underfland  it  fo  •,)  that  I  was  very 
little  instructed  in  the  firft,  becaufe  his  majefty's  com- 
mands in  that  point  were  only  to  procure  the  reference 
of  it  to  commiffioners  for  the  propofing  rules  by  which 
both  companies  mould  proceed,  and  thereby  prevent- 
ing the  faid  companies  acting  wholly  by  rules  and  of- 
ficers of  their  own,  which  had  been  the  firft  occafions 
of  the  unhappy  difputes  between  us,  and  might  poflibly 
5  prove 
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prove  fo  again.  For  the  marine  treaty,  I  told  him  I 
had  yet  no  inftructions  upon  that  fubject,  but  might 
have  in  a  little  time  j  and  thereupon  took  occafion  of 
difcourfmg  to  him  at  large  the  whole  bufmef9  of  com* 
merce  between  us,  and  the  neceffity  of  giving  us  fome 
reafon  and  eafe  in  thofe  matters  •,  upon  which  though 
he  feemed  a  little  (launch,  as  his  complexion  is,  and 
jealous  of  our  great  growth  in  trade,  by  a  more  par- 
fimonious  and  induftrious  genius  among  us  of  late,, 
than  had  formerly  been  •,  yet  I  found,  what  I  faid  had 
impreflion  on  him  :  for  he  parted  with  great  profeflions 
of  contributing  all  he  could  towards  the  fuccefs  of  all 
negotiations  between  us  •,  and  went  that  night  to  com- 
municate all  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  as  I  found  by  our 
conference  next  day.  It  began  with  his  having  perufed 
my  papers  about  the  Guiney  company  j  upon  which  he 
defired  to  know  if  I  had  no  other  information  than 
thofe  gave  me :  for  by  thofe,  the  matter  feemed  fa- 
vourable to  them,  by  the  letters  of  their  director  be- 
ing particular,  and  with  relation  to  time,  and  to  the 
articles  of  the  Breda  treaty,  by  which  the  new  fettle- 
ments  there  were  to  be  governed  ;  whereas  what  con- 
cerned our  pretenfions  was  contained  only  in  fome 
loofe  examinations  concerning  porTeffion  or  not  pofTef- 
fion  formerly  by  one  or  the  other,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  conftitutions  made  by  the  Breda  treaty, 
and  without  mentioning  in  any  direct  terms  what  it  was 
we  complained  of,  or  what  we  defired. 

The  truth  is,  all  the  papers  concerning  that  matter,, 
remitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morris,  were  only  the 
Guiney  company's  petition,  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Crifp,  captain  Merbrooke,  and  Mr.  Be'ois, 
with  a  letter  and  proteft  of  the^lire&or  of  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company.  I  excufed  my  being  fo  little  in- 
formed, upon  the  reafons  I  had  alledged  to  monfieur 
Meerman,  and  preffed  in  the  fame  manner  the  reference 
of  it  to  commiflioners.    He  allowed  his  majefty's  con- 
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fideration  of  preventing  the  two  companies  proceeding 
by  rules  or  executions  of  their  own,  to  be  very  prudent 
and  necefTary  ;  and  that  he  knew  the  States  would  fe- 
condhis  majefty's  good  intention  in  it :  and  that  when 
he  could  find  the  matter  of  fad  and  right  but  ailed ged 
in  diftinct  tefti  monies  of  known  perfons,  he  doubted 
not  but  he  fhould  eafily  find  a  compofure  for  all  thefe 
difputes,  and  agree  upon  a  conflant  reglement  here- 
after. And  to  this  purpofe  he  would  fend  immediately 
to  enquire  among  the  officers  of  their  company  for  any 
papers  that  may  have  been  remitted  to  them  from  ouf 
officers  to  theirs  in  Guiney ;  for  he  could  not  believe 
but  that  letter  and  proteft  of  their  director  had  either 
been  pccafioned  by  fome  precedent  letters  or  demands 
from  fome  officers  of  ours,  or  at  leaft  followed  by  fome 
anfwers,  in  which  our  demands  and  rights  were  avert- 
ed, as  thofe  of  the  Dutch  were  in  thofe  papers  of  their 
director.     I  anfwered  all,  by  infifting  upon  commifii* 
oners  according  to  my  inftruction,  and  argued  its  be- 
ing a  matter  much  more  proper  for  fuch  to  debate  and 
determine,  as  underftood  the  coafts,  fituations,  manner 
of  trade  in  thofe  parts,  former  pofieflions,  and  matters 
of  fact  paft%  than  for  him  and  me,  how  willing  foever 
we  fhould  be  to  inform  ourfelves,  or  to  rind  expedients ; 
and  went  fo  far  upon  this  fubject,  that  he  feemed  in- 
clined it  fhould  be  fo  -,  at  leaft  when  the  pretenfions 
were  flated,  fo  as  it  might  appear  what  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  fuch  commiflioners.     But  upon  this  he  fell 
into  the  difcourfe  of  what  monfieur  Meerman  had  told 
him,  or  I  had  formerly  written  to  him,  concerning  fome 
exceptions  to  the  marine  treaty  ;  and  how  willing  the 
States  would  be  to  alter  the  form  of  paffports,  when 
they  knew  how  we  defired  it ;  and  if  the  king  wifhed 
any  more  particular  definition  of  what  fhould  be  efteem- 
ed  a  town  invefied^  he  did  not  doubt  we  might  agree 
upon  that  too \  having  found  me  always  to  propofe  only 
what  I  thought  reaforiable,    and  to  agree  to   what 
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I  found  fo  •,  and  he  was  made  after  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  lb  I  mould  always  find  him.  I  eafily  per- 
ceived, that  the  thing  he  would  be  at,  was,  upon  00 
cafion  of  this  Guiney  matter,  to  know  at  once  the  bot- 
tom of  ail  we  pretended,  in  point  of  regulating  com- 
merce between  us,  having,  I  prefume,  heard  more 
than  was  need  per-haps,  of  all  the  noife  made  by  the 
Eaft-India  company  upon  the  fubjecl:  of  the  marine 
treaty,  or  by  their  patrons,  either  out  of  zeal  to  the 
good  of  our  commerce,  or  out  of  envy  at  the  fuccefs 
of  fo  great  a  counfel  and  conduct  of  his  majefty,  in 
which  they  had  no  hand,  and  upon  which  if  we  had 
loft  a  little  in  trade  by  changing  the  form  of  the  ardcles 
at  Breda  into  a  marine  treaty  (wherein  I  do  not  con- 
ceive how  we  loft  at  all)  yet  I  am  lure  it  was  infinite- 
ly recompenfed  by  the  necefiity,  the  unexpected  fuccefs, 
and  the  great  confequences  of  thofe  other  alliances,  to 
which  that  circumftance  of  the  marine  treaty  was  made, 
I  thought,  but  a  facriflce  of  fmoke.  And  this  I  could 
not  but  fay  for  his  majefty's  fatisfadion,  and  your  lord- 
(hip's  vindication,  with  thofe  other  minifters  by  whofe 
advice  that  counfel  was  taken  and  purfued,  finding 
every  day  more  how  highly  it  is  applauded  abroad, 
while  it  is  maliced  by  fome,  and  fo  little  efteemed  by 
others,  at  home  j  though  his  majefty  has  reaped  already 
from  it  both  the  whole  honour  of  giving  peace  to 
Chriftendom,  and  perhaps  the  only  fafety  of  his  own 
kingdoms,  considering  the  conjunctures  in  which  that 
counfel  found  us. 

But  to  return  to  my  conference  with  monfieur  de 
Witt:  finding  him  lead  me  fo  induftrioufly  into  a 
field  wherein  I  had  no  intention  to  enter,  I  refolved 
however  to  take  the  occafion,  and  once  for  all  to  fay 
all  I  had  thought,  or  your  lord  [hip  had  infufed  into 
me,  upon  that  fubjecl:.  And  ib  I  told  him  plainly, 
that  I  was  not  yet  inftructed  in  that  matter  of  our  ex- 
ceptions tq  the  marine  treaty,  but  believed  I  might  be 
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in  a  little  time ;  that  the  particulars  he  mentioned  were 
complained  of  in  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  other  things 
thought  to  be  admitted,  but  that  I  could  not  enter  in- 
to any  particulars  till  I  had  inftruc~Hons  ;  but  iince  he 
gave  me  the  occafion,  I  would  enter  once  for  all  into 
the  general.  I  difcourfed  over  to  him  the  common 
intereft,  and  indeed  neceflity,  of  preferving  perpetual 
the  prefent  alliances  between  us,  efpeciallyon  their  fide, 
while  the  dangers  were  fo  great  from  the  ambition  and 
power,  as  well  as  neighbourhood,  of  France  -,  the  great 
overtures  would  now  be  made  us  from  thence  to  the 
prejudice  of  this  alliance,  and  at  all  other  times,  when- 
ever they  could  hope  we  were  ready  to  receive  them ; 
that  though  I  could  give  him  no  jealoufy  of  them  now, 
but  on  the  contrary  afTure  him  he  might  be  at  eafe  on 
that  fide,  and  that  the  king  would  only  have  the  ho- 
nour, by  it,  of  fetting  them  an  example  of  his  fincere- 
nefs  and  conftancy,  which  he  would  expect  they  mould 
follow  when  the  game  begun  with  them,  as  it  would 
after  it  ended  with  him ;  yet  I  would  tell  him,  that 
France  was  at  all  times  capable  of  making  us  fuch  of- 
fers, and  of  giving  us  our  prefent  account  fo  well, 
though  in  exchange  perhaps  of  danger  to  come  (in 
cafe  of  new  revolutions)  that  whenever  there  fhould 
be  in  England  a  prince  lefs  direct,  or  lefs  forefeeing 
than  his  majefty  ;  or  either  a  weak  or  corruptible  mi- 
niftry,  I  could  not  anfwer  what  meafures  we  fhould 
take :  that,  upon  this  ground,  I  thought  they  could  not 
do  wifer  than  to  root  this  alliance  in  the  very  hearts  of 
the  people,  and  current  genius  of  the  nation,  and  not 
rely  wholly  upon  the  prelent  inclinations  or  judgment 
of  his  majefty,  or  the  difpofitions  of  the  minifters-,  for 
if  there  were  any  thing  that  lay  crofs  to  it  in  the  con> 
mon  intereft  or  humour  of  the  people,  it  would  be  up- 
on all  occafions  breaking  out  to  difturb  it,  and  when- 
ever that  mould  concur  with  the  difpofitions  of  the 
prince,  they  would  be  able  to  make  a  great  noife  in  the 
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world.  I  told  him,  that  many  perfons  in  England,  ei- 
ther to  make  way  for  the  French  alliance  by  weakening 
or  breaking  this,  or  elfe  perhaps  to  difcredit  the  moil 
applauded  counfels  of  the  preientminiftry,  had  made 
a  noife  about  the  marine  treaty  as  if  it  had  been  a  ruin- 
ing the  nation,  and  from  thence  took  occafion  to  infufe 
into  all  people  as  far  as  they  couid,  that  we  mould  ne- 
ver find  any  fairnefs,  or  diredlnefs,  or  equality,  in  all 
we  treated  with  the  Dutch  •,  but  fubtility,  and  hard- 
fhip,  and  injuflice,  and,  when  the  occafion  was,  obfli- 
nacy  and  injury,  in  all  matters  of  commerce  between 
us  j  while  we  gave  them  reafon  to  believe  we  thought 
their  friendfhipneceflary,  orvery  convenient  to  us.  That 
I  had,  ever  fince  I  knew  him,  maintained  the  contrary 
to  his  majefty,  allured  him  of  the  fincerity  I  had  found 
in  their  proceedings,  and  been  always  made  confidently 
believe  by  them, .that  his  majefty fhould  find  theme- 
ver  reafonable  and  eafy  in  what  mould  be  offered  in 
reducing  matters  of  commerce  to  an  equality,  and  to 
be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  it  v/as  a  fmall  matter, 
that  all  my  credit,  and  perhaps  fortune,  lay  at  flake 
upon  their  making  this  good  :  but  I  was  fure  it  was 
confiderable  that  the  very  fafcty  of  our  alliance  might 
at  one  time  or  other  come  to  lie  at  flake  upon  it  too. 
And  therefore,  for  my  part,  I  thought  they  could  not 
do  in  the  world  a  wiler  thing,  than  to  give  us  all  rea- 
fonable fatisfaction  in  thefe  points,  by  confenting  to 
any  reglements  of  commerce  which  might  import 
equality,  and  be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  any 
equality  itfelf  would  be  the  fame  advantage  to  them, 
that  a  long  arm  againfl  a  fhort  would  be  between  two 
men  with  equal  fwords  ;  for  confidering  their  parfimo- 
hy,  induftry,  neceffity  of  turning  all  their  flock  to 
trade  for  want  of  land,  and  multitude  of  people  -,  and 
on  the  other  fide,  our  native  luxury,  want  of  order  or 
application,  and  our  extent  and  cheapnefs  of  land,  and 
eafe  of  taxes,  which  made  people  chufe  to  turn  their 
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money  that  way  •,  they  could  never  fail  of  advantage 
enough  in  any  equality,  and  upon  it  would  find  the 
fureft,  the  moft  commodious  ally,  and  the  beft  able 
to  protect  them  that  they  could  have  in  the  world,  be- 
ing without  any  ambition  or  defigns  among  our  neigh- 
bours, farther  than  to  keep  the  balance  of  Chriftendom; 
and  yet,  on  the  other  fide,  the  only  power  that  was 
feared  by  France,  and  that  were  able,  in  conjunction  of 
our  fleets  with  theirs,  to  av/e  them,  by  what  they  might 
fuffer  from  fea,  into  fome  consideration  of  what  was 
fit  for  them  to  act  at  land. 

During  this  difcourie,  which  I  enlarged  the  moft  I 
could  to  the  purpofe,  refolving  to  bend  all  my  force 
upon  the  effect  of  it,  I  found  monfieur  de  Witt  very 
attentive,  and  willing  to  let  me  go  on,  with  marks  in 
his  countenance  of  relifhing,  and,  as  I  thought,  ap- 
proving what  I  faid  •,  which  made  me  refolve  to  go  yet 
one  point  farther,  and  to  the  root  of  all  that  could 
fpring  into  any  jealoufies  between  us.  I  told  him,  it 
was  true,  that  there  wanted  not  fome  among  us  that 
would  be  fo  wife  to  know,  that  it  was  impofiible  for 
us  ever  to  fall  into  any  firm  confidence  with  the  States 
upon  their  prelent  conftitution,  nor  particularly  with 
him,  upon  the  prince  of  Orange's  occafion  :  that  for 
my  part,  I  was  not  at  all  of  that  mind  :  that  though 
the  king  could  not  lofe  the  affection  he  had  for  his  ne- 
phew, yet  he  was  of  opinion  he  could  not  exprefs  it 
better  than  by  infufing  into  him  the  belief,  that  he 
could  make  himfelf  no  way  fo  happy  as  in  the  good 
will  of  the  States  and  trufting  wholly  to  them  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fortunes,  and  not  to  private  factions,  or 
foreign  intrigues  and  applications.  That  his  majefty 
was  of  an  opinion  himfelf,  that  princes  were  not  apt 
to  do  themfelves  more  hurt,  and  make  themfelves  lefs, 
any  way  than  by  affecting  too  much  power,  or  fuch  as 
was  directly  contrary  to  the  ftomach  and  genius  of  the 
country  which  fell  to  their  {hare  :  and  befides  this,  I 

knew 
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knew  his  majefly  was  fo  juft  and  fo  reafonable,  that 
though  he  fhould  take  kindly  of  the  States  any  refpe&s 
they  fhould  mew  his  nephew,  yet  1  did  not  believe  he 
would  offer  that  to  any  other  king  or  State,  which  he 
fhould  not  take  well  that  any  other  fhould  offer  to  him  -, 
and  I  did  not  believe  he  would  ever  be  put  upon  any 
iuch  defigns  by  his  council,  or  his  people's  inclinations. 
For  they  who  looked  upon  the  prince  in  a  poflibility 
of  one  day  coming  to  be  their  king,  and  that  loved  a 
prince  who  grounded  his  power  in  the  affections  of 
his  people  and  loved  to  rule  by  laws,  had  rather  per- 
haps fee  the  prince  of  Orange  happy  in  the  good  will 
of  the  States,  and  fuch  moderate  power  as  they  fhould 
think  confiftent  with  their  government,  than  of  a  hu- 
mour that  aims  at  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  fubvert 
their  civil  conflitutions  :  fo  that  I  faw  nothing  of  dan- 
ger to  them  upon  this  chapter,  either  from  the  judg- 
ment and  difpofition  of  his  majefly,  or  the  humour  of 
the  nation  :  but  was  confident,  in  cafe  we  could  agree 
upon  matters  of  commerce,  nothing  could  ever  inter- 
vene to  break  an  alliance  that  was  fo  ufeful  to  our- 
felves,  and  all  Chriflendom  befides.  And  fo  I  left  it 
with  him. 

Upon  this  difcourfe,  monfieur  de  Witt  with  very 
great  figns  of  fatisfaction  told  me,  that  all  I  laid  was 
reafonable,  that  he  agreed  with  me  perfectly  in  it :  and 
upon  that,  faid  a  great  deal  of  the  fympathy  he  had 
ever  obferved  between  us,  and  how  cafy  that  would 
ever  make  any  thing  we  fhould  fall  in  treaty  of.  That 
he  knew  from  monfieur  Meerman,  Z  had  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  giving  him  any  credit  in  England  of  an  honeft 
fincere  man,  and  he  would  never  loie  mine  upon  that 
occafion  by  giving  the  king  caufe  to  believe  other  of 
him.  That  he  confeffed  he  had  often  told  me,  that 
the  States  would  ever  be  contented  with  an  equality  with 
us  in  point  of  trade ;  and  that,  provided  they  might 
know  what  it  was  we  would  be  at,  and  that  we  propo- 

fed 


io  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

fed  nothing  but  what  was  equal  and  reciprocal  betweeA 
us  -,  he  would  give  me  his  hand  (as  he  did)  that  he 
woukl  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  give  us  fatisfaction  in  it& 
and  he  thought  he  knew  the  minds  of  the  States  fo  well, 
that  he  durft  almoft  promife  it  me  in  their  names  by 
advance,  and  without  knowing  what  it  was.  That  for 
any  thing  amifs  in  the  marine  treaty,  he  did  not  fee 
how  any  complaint  could  be  made  of  what  I  had  done 
in  it ;  but  that  the  AmbafTadors  at  Breda  ought  to  an- 
fwer  for  that,  if  there  were  any  thing  ill  in  it,  ours  be- 
ing but  word  for  word  the  fame  with  theirs,  and  both 
parties  confent  being  neceflary  to  alter  what  was  then 
provisional,  as  what  is  now  more  formally  eftablifhed. 
That,  for  the  form  of  the  pafiports,  let  me  but  bring 
one  drawn  up  as  we  defire  it,  and  in  terms  current 
with  the  forms  of  their  State,  and  it  fhall  be  immedi- 
ately agreed  to.  That,  for  defining  what  towns  fhall 
be  faid  to  be  befieged,  he  is  very  willing  that  mould  be 
done  too,  fince  it  imports  the  fame  for  one  as  t'o- 
ther :  and  even  for  any  other  matters  that  were  thought 
neceflary  to  be  added  to  the  marine  treaty,  fince  no- 
thing elfe  was  defired  to  be  altered,  if  his  majefty 
would  inftrucl  me  fully  in  all  points,  and  that  they 
proved,  as  I  faid,  equal  and  reciprocal,  he  would  once 
more  undertake  we  mould  agree  upon  them,  and  de- 
fired  me  toaffure  his  majefty  fo  much  -,  and  he  thought, 
the  fooner  I  was  inftructed  in  it,  the  better :  but  defired 
that  no  ufe  might  be  made  of  this,  to  encourage  either 
the  Eaft-India  company,  or  others,  to  make  new  ex- 
ceptions or  demands,  but  only  I  might  be  inftructed 
in  thofe  which  had  been  made  already  :  and  that,  I 
faid,  I  durft  promife  him,  for  they  had  been  already 
digefted  before  the  council.  From  this,  he  fell  to  di& 
courfe  of  our  alliance,  and  the  confiderations  we  had 
to  Strengthen  and  continue  it ;  and  how  much  he  was 
pleafed  with  what  I  faid  of  the  king's  refolution  upon 
that  point,  of  his  fhewing  them  an  example  of  conftan- 
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cy,  and  that  I  could  never  doubt  their  following  it. 
And  among  other  things  laid,  the  States  had  fucked 
that  in  like  milk,  which  was  already  paffed  into  the 
very  flefh  and  lubftance  of  their  body  :  and  we  might 
be  the  more  confident  of  it,  fince  the  minifter  they  em- 
ployed in  France,  and  through  whofe  hands  all  fuch 
matters  muft  pafs,  and  be  reprefented  to  the  States  by 
the  lights  he  mould  give  them,  was  as  firm  and  ear- 
ned upon  it  as  any  man  could  be  :  that  he  knew  France 
would  try  them  as  well  as  us,  and  would  not  fay  but 
they  might  poflibly  gain  fome  one  of  the  little  provinces ; 
but  for  Holland  in  particular,  and  the  provinces  in  ge- 
neral, it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  thought  on.  From  this 
he  fell  to  fpeak  of  the  prince  of  Orange ;  and  feemed 
very  much  pleafed  with  what  I  had  faid  on  that  fub- 
jecl:,  both  of  the  king's  difpofitions,  and  the  people's 
humours  and  thoughts,  efpecially  that  of  the  king,  of 
doing  as  he  would  be  done  by  :  he  faid,  the  States  in- 
tentions were  to  make  him  captain-general  of  their  for- 
ces and  admiral  too,  though  it  was  not  mentioned ; 
and  to  this  purpofe  they  would  already  have  brought 
him  into  the  council  of  ftate  in  order  to  fit  him  for 
thofe  charges,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  of  the  provin- 
ces that  had  hindered  it  upon  pretence  of  more  kindnefs 
to  him,  and  defigning  greater  matters  for  him.  That 
it  was  indeed  agreed  thofe  charges  were  inconfiftent 
with  that  of  Stadtholder,  which  gave  as  much  authori- 
ty in  the  civil,  as  the  others  in  the  military  part  of  the 
government.  That,  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
ftate,  and  greatnefs  of  their  milice,  there  was  an  end 
of  their  republic  when  both  was  in  one  hand.  That 
for  his  part,  if  he  had  been  born  under  a  king,  he 
could  never  have  confented  to  what  his  anceitors  did 
towards  the  king  of  Spain  ;  but  being  born  under  a 
commonwealth,  and  fworn  to  maintain  it,  he  could 
confent  to  nothing  that  mould  deflroy  it ;  and  he  won- 
dered how  it  had  fubfifted  fo  long  in  that  danger;  which 

was 
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was  to  be  attributed  to  their  conilant  wars  abroad,  and 
to  the  great  moderation  of  thofe  princes  among  whom 
none  had  thoughts  of  it  but  the  lad  ;  nor  would  he  e- 
ver  have  fallen  into  them  without  having  been  put  up- 
on them  by  the  French,  who  had  his  breeding  and  his 
converiation.  That,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have 
been  the  ableil  of  all  the  race  ;  and  from  thence  fell  in- 
to commendations  of  this  young  prince's  parts  and  dif- 
•pofitions  :  and  fo  this  matter  ended. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Spain,  he  was  fcandalized,  as 
well  as  your  Lordfhip,  at  the  Queen's  flight  anfwer, 
and  pleafed  with  his  Majefty's  letter  upon  it.    He  faid, 
the  talk  of  Don  John's  coming  began  to  renew ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  marquis  neither  anfwered 
upon  the  Swedifh  fubfidies,  norprefTed  them  upon  the 
guaranty,  becaufe  they  had  refufed  to  give  it  without 
the  compliance  of  Spain  in  the  other  point.    I  purfued 
that  no  farther,  having  not  yet  heard  from  the  mar- 
quis, nor  from  the  Spanifh  ambaflador  here,  upon  it. 
The  treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  Sweden  is  not  yet 
ratified,  upon  a  difagreement  in  the  private  article 
about  money  to  be  furnifhed  them  by  the  Emperor, 
who  flands  upon  giving  but  one  hundred  and  eleven 
thoufand  dollars  a  year,  upon  fome  calculations  made 
by  fome  certain  quota's  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
empire  ;  and  the  Swedes  demanding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand :  which  would  make  one  imagine  the 
Spaniards  had  not  one  of  their  five  fenfes  left,  to  ha- 
zard or  delay,  for  fuch  a  fum,  a  treaty  wherein  your 
lordfhip  will  obierve  a  particular  claufe,  leaving  room, 
for  Spain  to  enter  into  it  as  they  pleafe. 
.    While  I  am  writing,  I  receive  this  inclofed  from, 
the  Swedifh  envoy  here,  by  which  you  will  fee  how  un- 
happily a  poor  ambaflador  is  embarafse  by  the  cere- 
monies that  hinder  him  from  feeing  thofe  that  have  fa 
much  mind  to  it,  and  with  whom  he  muft  have  fo 
much  to  do.     What  expedients  1  (hall  find  hereafter, 

I  know 
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I  know  not  yet,  but  fhall  let  him  know,  that  being 
incognito  till  my  entry,  &  ne  faifant  pas  F  amboffadeur^ 
if  he  pleafes  to  come,  and  be  content  that  as  incognito 
I  neither  receive  nor  conduct  him  out  of  my  cham- 
ber, I  fhall  in  it  give  him  all  the  civilities  he  expe&s, 
as  I  have  hitherto  done,  upon  the  fame  pretence  of  be- 
ing yet  incognito^  to  all  perfons  of  quality  that  have 
feen  me  here.  .Your  Lordlhip  will  tell  me  if  I  do  well 
or  ill  %  and  in  recompence  I  mall  only  tell  you,  that 
I  fhall  not  think  1  do  well  longer  than  you  efteem  me 
what  I  am  fo  much,  your,  &c. 


To  the  Count  de  Molina. 

Hague,  Sept.  9, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 
A  Fter  a  tirefome  paffage  by 
•**  fea  the  pleafure  of  your 
Excellency's  letter  was  not  a 
little  necefiary  to  divert  and  re- 
lieve me,  renewing  with  the 
Spanim  language  at  lead  the 
memory  of  my  paft  happinefs 
at  BrufTels.  I  read  the  paper 
that  came  with  it,  and  much 
efteem  the  honour  the  marquis 
does  me  in  frill  preferving  me 
in  his  memory  and  favour, 
which  I  fhall  not  fail  myfelf 
of  acknowledging  with  the 
firft  occafion. 

I  am  much  pleafed  with 
what  they  tell  me  here,  of  the 
good  condition  of  the  army  in 
Flanders ;  and  that  they  begin, 
with  the  money  they  have  re- 
ceived, to  recover  new  life  : 
if  they  have  too  much,  I  wifh 
it  were  employed  in  Sweden, 

to 


Al  Sennor  Molina. 

La  Have,  Sept.  9, 

Ex™°.  Senr.       S.N.  1668. 

(~\Ennor  mio,    dejpites  d&  un 

PaJfaJe  de  mar  rnuy  enfadofoy 
ne  me  era  menejier  cofa  de  menor 
gujlo  que  la  carta  de  V.  E.  para 
recrearme,  y  con  la  lengua  E- 
fpagnola  refrefcar  al  menos  la 
memoria  de  mis  pajjados  conten- 
tamientos  de  Brucellas,  lie 
leydo  tan  lien  el  papel  adjunto 
con  mucba  ejlima  de  la  bonra 
que  me  kaze  &l  fennor  mar  qua 
de  710  haverme  olvidado  ny  echa- 
do  menos  en  fus  buenas  graciasy 
lo  que  le  he  de  agadecer  como  devo 
con  la  prtmera  occafion. 

Mi  buelgo  mucbo  di  entender 
loque  me  dizm  a  qui  del  as  lindds 
tropas  que  fe  ballan  eora  en 
Flandes,  y  que  comiencan  a  cob- 
rar  la  vida  con  el  diner 0  lo  qus 
ay  de  fobrado,  quifeera  mucbo 
que  fuejfe  en  Sued  a  para  ente- 
rar  hi  de  ejla  gente  en  los  inter- 
ej}s. 
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to  bring  that  nation  into  the  ejfes  Efpanoles. 
Spanifh  intereft. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  your         Guarde  de  Dios  a  V,  E.  l&$ 

Excellency  many  years,   and  annos  que  la  dejfeo,  y  me  de  mu- 

give    me   many  occafions  of  chos  occafiones  di Jervir  le.  Ex- 

ferving  you.     I  kifs  your  ex-  mo.  Sr*  B.  L.  M.  D,  V.  E.fu 

cellency's  hands,  &c.  mayor  fervidor. 

To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  O&ob.  2.  N.  S.  1668. 

1  Received  the  honour  of  two  from  your  lordfhip, 
of  the  4th  and  10th  pad,  together  in  one  packet 
from  Mr.  Williamfon,  about  the  time  of  my  laft  dif- 
patch  into  England,  which  was  the  reafon  of  my  not 
anfwering  them  the  fame  day  ;  befides  that  I  had 
written  to  your  lordfhip  a  long  one  about  another  fub- 
jedr,  by  that  poft. 

For  all  that  touches  the  marine  treaty,  I  mult  re- 
fer to  my  lord  Arlington's  letters  by  this  ordinary. 
As  to  the  point  of  my  treating  envoys,  I  think  it  is 
better  to  let  it  reft  as  it  is,  than  for  your  lordfhip  to 
move  any  farther  in  it ;  and  be  content  we  mould  fol- 
low, fince  we  are  not  at  prefent  of  a  humour  to  lead. 

I  believe  I  could  order  it  fo,  as  Spain  and  Sweden, 
and  this  State,  mould  alter  the  cuftom  by  confent  with 
us  ;  but  that  which  I  wilhed  was,  that  his  majefty 
might  have  faid  fingly,  he  would  follow  no  other 
prince's  rules  but  the  old  ones  which  he  had  ufed,  and 
feemed  to  approve  by  Sir  George  Downing's  demands, 
and  fo  given  me  order  at  my  firft  coming,  to  give  the 
hand  and  door,  as  all  ambaffadors  did  till  the  French 
caprice  changed  it  about  eight  years  ago  :  and  this  I 
took  to  have  been  of  more  honour  as  well  as  advantage 
to  his  majefty ;  but  it  feems  I  did  not  underftand  it 
right  •,  it  may  be  others  would  have  underftood  it  fo 
too,  if  they  had  feen  both  Spain,  Sweden,  and  thefe 
States,  and  all  others  except  France,  follow  his  majefty's 

example, 
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example,  which  I  could  have  held  a  fair  wager  of, 
and  is  every  body's  opinion  here,  as  it  is  many  people's, 
that  France  itfelf  would  have  fallen  in  too,  upon  the 
advantage  in  commerce  with  other  minifters  which 
would  have  followed  it  \  for  if  1  had  given  it,  not  one 
Refident  would  have  ever  feen  the  French  ambaffador 
without  it,  whereas  two  or  three  of  them  now  do  both 
him  and  me.  I  am  fure,  if  France  underftand  it  right, 
they  will  take  an  occafion  to  change  it  themfelves,  and 
to  reap  the  firft  profit,  and  all  the  honour  as  well  as 
pleafure,  of  feeing  us  all  dance  after  them  both  up  and 
down  as  our  leaders  in  a  country  dance  ;  and  I  am  fure 
I  had  as  lieve  be  lame  as  do  fo  j  and  cannot  tell  why 
his  majefty  mould  not  think  of  being  in  the  head  both 
of  the  affairs  and  forms  of  Chriftendom,  as  well  as 
any  of  his  neighbouring  kings. 

I  acquainted  monfieur  de  Witt  both  with  the  ex- 
aminations, and  what  your  lordfhip  writ  about  the 
prifoners  from  Surinam  :  he  is  of  opinion,  the  com- 
plaint lies  ftill  on  their  fide,  as  it  did  at  firft  ;  that 
Captain  Needham's  perfon,  who  had  firft  left  my  lord 
Willowby  to  come  to  the  Dutch,  and  after  them  to  my 
lord  Wiilowby,  made  them  expecl;  nothing  friendly 
from  him  -,  that  his  commiflion  was  very  extraordinary, 
and  to  be  executed  upon  Indians  who  were  their  fub- 
jecls ;  that  he  knows  not  what  can  be  done  farther 
than  to  fend  offenders  to  be  both  examined  and  pu- 
niftied  by  their  own  prince  •,  that  if  they  were  ill  ufed 
by  the  way,  the  Dutch  were  very  much  to  blame  in 
that,  and  it  is  a  thing  he  abhors  (but  we  have  yet  only 
their  own  words  for  that)  and  he  will  enquire  as  far  as 
he  can  into  the  whole  matter.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
having  no  inftructions  upon  it,  either  to  complain  or 
demand,  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  acquaint 
him  with  it,  till  I  fhould  receive  any  farther  orders. 
I  hear  the  lame  here  which  your  lordihip  does  there, 
©f  the   marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo's    intentions  to  pals 

through 
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through  England  into  Spain,  which  I  Ihould  be  glad 
of:  I  believe  with  your  lordfhip,  he  will  have  credit 
in  the  councils  of  Spain ;  and  iince  you  would  have  me 
think  of  what  1  judge  fit  to  be  propofed  to  him,  I  will 
give  you  my  opinion  concerning  our  affairs  with  Spain , 
though  I  am  likely  enough  to  be  prejudiced  in  it  by 
ib  particular  acquaintance  with  the  weakncCs  of  their 
prefent  conduct,  and  divifion  of  their  councils,  as  well 
as  -the  confequences  of  them  :  which  are,  want  of  or- 
der in  their  government,  their  armies,  their  revenue, 
and  I  doubt,  at  prefent,  even  of  genius  in  their  na- 
tion, which  ever  rifes  and  falls  according  to  that  of  the 
prince  or  miniflry:  for,  if  men  fee  the  way  to.  rife 
is  by  worth  and  virtuous  qualities,  the  genius  of  a 
nation  will  run  that  way,  and  produce  great  fubjects, 
if  they  can  hope  to  do  it  by  vicious  humours,  by 
lktle  arts,  by  warm  purfuits  every  man  of  his  own 
interefts ;  the  whole  fpirit  runs  into  thofe  courfes,  and 
perhaps  the  fafler,  from  the  propenfion  of  our  natures 
rather  to  ill  than  to  good. 

After  all,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  our  prefent  intereft, 
and  that  ofallChriftendom  befides,in  fome  meafure,is 
the  defence  of  Spain,  and  not  only  in  Flanders,  but  in 
all  other  parts  where  it  mall  not  be  able  to  defend  itfelf 
againft  the  power  and  ambition  of  France  ;  from 
whence  alone  we  have  all  our  prefent  fears,  and  (hall 
find  our  dangers  upon  any  farther  growth ;  for  if  a 
great  accefTion  ihould' come  to  them  in  Navarre,  Ca- 
talonia, Italy,  during  the  Spanifh  king's  life,  or  upon 
his  death,  as  there  will  do  in  Lorrain  after  this  old 
duke's  life  •,  we  mould  find  them  more  formidable  and 
troublefome  even  in  our  neighbourhood  -,  as  nourifh- 
ment  taken  in  by  one  part  increafes  ftrength  in  all,  if 
it  be  once  digefted.  'Tis  true,  for  want  of  heat  or 
ftrength  of  nature,  if  it  be  not  digefted  into  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  body,  it  will  grow  weaker  rather  than 
ftronger  by  it :  as  we  fee  in  Spain,  the  fpirit  began  to 
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fail  by  the  weaknefs  of  their  kings  and  minifters.  For 
this  reafon,  and  all  thofe  which  formerly  engaged  us  fo 
firmly  to  bear  up  France  and  Holland  againft  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  I  think  it  is  our  common  interefl  to  bear  up 
Spain  now  againft  France  ;  and  the  more,  in  refpect  of 
their  being  now  lower  than  ever  the  others  were,  by 
realbn  of  the  king's  tender  life,  and  the  diffraction  like 
to  enfue  his  death,  if  their  affairs  find  no  fteady  fup- 
port  from  their  neighbours. 

If  we  were  what  we  have  been,  what  we  might  be, 
and  God  knows  why  we  are  not,  at  home  ;  I  think  our 
interefl  were  to  enter  fingly  into  a  defenfive  league  with 
Spain,  and  might  either  preferve  their  peace,  or  elfe 
hope  to  make  a  fhort  war,  and  with  fuch  advantages 
as  might  countervail  what  our  trade  will  fuffer,  and 
the  Dutch  ^row,  during  the  time  of  our  being  in  war 
and  they  in  peace.  My  reafon  for  making  in  that 
cafe  the  league  fingle,  is  becaufe  we  might  thereby 
reap  alone  all  the  advantages  which  Spain  would  be  able 
to  give  for  their  defence,  which  would  be  great, 
as  low  as  they  are,  not  only  in  point  of  trade  by  their 
wools  and  logwood,  but  by  great  penfions  in  yearly 
quantities  of  fait  from  Sardinia  and  other  parts,  which 
is  much  beyond  any  French  falts,  and  would  be  the 
fame  as  money  to  his  Majefty,  confidering  what  quali- 
ties his  kingdoms  fpend  :  and,  befides,  I  doubt  not 
they  would  offer  us  conftant  payments  of  ready  money ; 
and  if  we  could  make  war  abroad  at  their  charge,  and 
without  preffing  too  much  the  fubject  at  home,  or  need- 
ing them  at  every  turn,  I  know  nothing  were  more 
glorious,  nor  perhaps  more  fafe  and  advantageous,  for 
us,  than  to  be  in  action  abroad,  efpecially  if  it  were  in 
conjunction  of  three  againft  one,  and  not  as  we  were 
lately,  one  againft  three. 

This  we  may  be  lure  of,  that  the  Spaniards  will  give 
more  for  our  defenfive  league  than  for  all  others  ; 
will  not  much  care  for  any  others,   fo  they  may  have 
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ours,  and,  in  fhort,  will  give  for  it  whatever  they  are 
able  ;  but  the  queftion  is,  whether  we  are  able  to  take 
fo  vigorous  a  counfel,  and  I  doubt,  not :  therefore, 
the  next  would  be  to  know,  whether  we  are  /<?,  to  en- 
ter into  their  defence  jointly  with  Sweden,  which  would 
either  awe  the  French  into  a  continuance  of  the  peace, 
or  elfe  without  doubt  make  the  party  ftrong  enough  for 
the  war :  and  in  this  cafe  we  mufl  be  content  to  fhare 
with  Sweden  whatever  Spain  can  any  way  give  for  the 
purchafe  of  their  defence  \  and  where  our  gains  are  lefs, 
the  confederation  will  be  more  of  what  we  may  lofe, 
or  the  Dutch  gain  in  trade,  if  a  war  mould  break  out 
and  lafl :  for  there  would  be  no  other  reflections,  fince 
the  Swedes,  I  believe,  would  enter  into  the  league  upon 
fuch  terms  as  Spain  could  make  them:  and  the  Dutch 
would  afk  nothing  better,  than  to  fee  us  all  in  war, 
and  themfelves  in  peace,  without  danger  of  the  war 
ending  in  the  growth  of  the  French  power. 

The  third  way  is  entering  into  a  defenfive  league 
with  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Holland  ;  for  in  all  cafes  I 
fuppofe,  we  might  reckon  upon  the  Emperor,  as  far 
as  that  would  fignify.  This  I  think  were  certainly  to 
be  defired  in  what  cafe  foever  we  may  be,  either  to  ac- 
cept or  decline  the  other  two.  But  the  ills  in  this  are  ; 
iirft,  the  unlikelihood  of  Holland's  engaging  in  it;  for 
I  could  never,  fince  my  mil  acquaintance  here,  find  any 
difpofition  towards  it  \  and  then  the  incapacity  of  Spain 
to  fatisfy  the  pretentions  of  benefit  from  them,  which 
we  might  all  three  pretend  -,  for  Holland  would  refolve 
to  have  a  mare,  if  we  had  any  ;  fo  that  the  particular 
advantage  would  grow  only  to  Sweden,  by  certain  fub- 
fidies  or  benefits  in  trade  from  Spain :  and  we  and  Hol- 
land fhould  content  ourfelves  with  the  certainty  of 
preventing  a  war  by  fo  powerful  a  league. 

This  is  all  which  occurs  to  me  upon  this  fubjedt,  and 
which  becomes  me  bed,  that  is,  to  reprefent,andnot  to 
advife.  For  matter  of  propofing  to  the  marquis,  I  fup- 
pofe 
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pofe  he  will  know  as  well  as  we,  that  the  propqfals 
ought  to  come  from  him,  at  leaft  till  he  defires  to  know 
of  us,  what  we  demand  upon  a  defenfive  league,  which 
is  certainly  the  defire  of  Spain,  either  with  us  fingly, 
or  in  conjunction  with  the  reft ;  and  were  the  more  to 
be  wiilied,  for  the  preventing  the  Spaniards  from  falling 
into  a  defperate  counfel,  of  agreeing  with  France,  and 
quitting  Flanders  to  them  for  advantage  on  the  other 
fide,  and  a  good  deal  for  revenge  of  their  neighbours 
preffing  fo  hard  upon  them,  by  adifadvantageous  peace, 
and  afterwards  irreiblution  of  maintaining  that  itfelf, 
by  a  defenfive  league. 

If  the  king  mould  think  fit  to  endeavour  the  difpo- 
fing  of  the  Dutch  to  enter  into  it  (which  for  my  part  I 
think  they  are  engaged  in  by  the  firft,  as  I  remember, 
or  the  fecond  article  of  the  peace  at  Aix,  though  they 
do  not  conceive  fo)  I  fhould  make  fome  trials,  and 
give  account  of  what  I  find ;  for  I  fear  we  are  not 
growing  faft  enough  into  a  pofture  of  making  thefc 
paces  alone,  at  leaft  by  what  1  could  obferve  or  hear 
during  my  mort  ftay  in  England,  which  v/as  but  too 
much  entertained  with  ill-bodings  and  complaints  : 
but,  quid  trifles  qiierimoniae  ft  non  fupplicio  culpa  recidi- 
tur  ?  quid  leges  fine  moribus  vanae  prcficiunt  ?  without 
great  virtue  and  fteadinefs  in  the  government,  and  re- 
folution  of  going  through  with  whatfoever  is  thought 
fit  and  juft,  whereby  men  may  fee  that  the  only  way 
to  rife  is  to  deferve  it ;  all  tempering  of  factions,  taking 
offperfons,  and  foothing  parties,  is  but  patching  up  an 
ill  houfe :  I  mean  not  virtue,  in  a  peaking,  formal,  pref- 
byterian  fenfe,  but  that,  which  the  greateft  nations  of  old 
fo  politicly  favoured  and  renowned,  which  confided  in 
thofe  qualities  that  made  men  fit  for  the  fervice  of  rheir 
princes  and  countries,  by  ftrong  and  healthful  difpofi- 
tions  both  of  bodies  and  minds.  Your  lordfhip's  par- 
don for  this  once,  and  you  (hall  have  no  more  fuch 
troubles  as  thefe  from  your  lordfhip's,  &t. 
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To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oft.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

Since  my  laft  I  have  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
14th,  and  in  one  letter  from  Mr.  Williamfon  an 
account  of  what  was  refolved  at  the  foreign  commit- 
tee, to  whom  your  lordfhip's  only  referred  the  deter- 
mination of  what  manner  the  amendments  of  the  ma- 
rine treaty  mould  be  purfued  in  ;  and  accordingly  I 
have  fince  fallen  into  the  debate  of  that  affair  in  all 
its  particulars,  with  monfieur  de  Witt ;  and  the  dif- 
ferences between  us  are  not  great,  and  fome  of  his  ex- 
ceptions feem  fo  reafonable,  that  I  muft  be  furnifhed 
with  arguments  to  maintain  the  points  againft  him,  if 
they  muft  be  infilled  on ;  for  I  confeis  1  can  find  none 
of  my  own. 

Upon  the  firfl  he  confents  to  the  change  of  the  form 
of  certifi  cates,  and  will  accept  of  fuch  as  we  fhall  draw 
up,  fo  they  run  equal  on  both  fides,  mutatis  mutandis : 
but  to  that  which  the  Eaft-India  company  fay,  of  their 
defire  that  trade  may  rather  be  carried  on  without  any 
certificate  at  all ;  he  fays,  he  does  not  fee  how  that  can 
be,  or  to  what  purpofe  ail  the  articles  are  againft  coun- 
terband  goods,  fince  it  is  by  the  certificate  whereby 
it  is  known  what  the  fhip  is,  and  what  the  goods 
are  Ihe  carries,  and  thereby  all  farther  trouble  of 
fearch  is  avoided.  He  fays,  he  mould  be  content, 
and  the  advantage  would  be  theirs,  to  have  all  trade 
free,  and  none  to  afk  at  fea  what  another  fhip  was, 
whither  it  went,  or  what  it  carried ;  but,  fmce  that 
cannot  be,  there  is  no  way  of  avoiding  difputes,  befides 
that  of  certificates  :  and  indeed  I  doubt,  the  merchants 
in  that  confidered  not  the  main  end  of  the  whole  regu- 
lation, which  was  to  avoid  quarrels  between  the  na- 
tions ;  but  only  their  own  private  interefts,  in  faving 
the  trouble  and  charge  of  certificates,  which  made 
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them  likewife  defire  it  might  be  from  the  magiftrates 
of  the  ports  from  whence  the  fhips  parted,  and  not 
from  the  admiralty. 

Upon  the  fecond,  he  confents  to  the  propofal  in  the 
margin,  with  only  the  leaving  out  thofe  two  words  [of 
India]  fo  as  the  rule  may  be  generally  to  all  places, 
and  not  confined  to  the  Indies ;  which  I  had  nothing 
to  lay  againft,  believing  thole  words  fell  in,  only  by  the 
matter  coming  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  without 
notice  of  any  other  traders. 

Upon  theie  two  points  I  had  given  your  lordfhip  the 
account  formerly  of  my  having  at  feveral  difcourfes 
gained  his  confent :  and  I  do  not  find  that  any  thing- 
he  excepts  at  in  them,  is  different  from  what  we  mean 
ourfelves. 

For  the  other  points,  which  are  wholly  new,  and 
additions  to  the  treaty,  they  coft  us  a  great  deal  more 
debate,  which  I  fhall  not  trouble  your  lordfhip  with, 
but  only  the  refult  at  leaf!:,  of  the  opinion  he  gave  me 
leave  to  write  to  your  lordfhip  as  his,  upon  them : 
though  the  firft,  fecond,  and  fourth  were  all  of  more 
difficult  digeftion,  and  fuch  as  I  doubt  would  have 
given  fome  work  to  commifiioners  in  purfuance  of  the 
Breda  treaty  fo  much  as  to  have  touched :  for  the 
rtuthis,  our  trade  in  the  Indies  being  fo  little,  and 
theirs  fo  much,  all  equalities  of  this  kind  are  gains  to 
us,  and  lofs  to  them. 

For  the  firft  of  the  four  particulars  not  provided  for 
in  the  marine  treaty,  he  confents  to  the  one  half  of  the 
period  ending  with  the  word  government :  but  for  the 
other,  allowing  liberty  to  pals  any  river  or  pafs  lead- 
ing to  any  place  of  trade,  although  the  other  company 
have  a  fort  or  caftie  upon  the  faid  river  or  pafs  ;  he 
fays  it  cannot  poflibly  be,  nor  would  it  ever  be  executed, 
though  the  States  mould  confent  to  it  -,  for  in  thofe 
pafTes  the  very  end  of  either  company's  building  a 
fort  or  caftie  was,  to  fecure  the  trade  of  fuch  a  country 
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to  themfelves  -5  fo  as  they  would  by  tills  article  lofe 
all  the  benefit  of  the  cxpence  they  had  been  at :  that, 
if  to  fuch  nations,  there  were  any  other  way  found,  not 
under  the  reach  of  their  cannon,  that  paftage  fhould 
be  free  :  but  under  a  fort  built  to  the  aforelaid  ends, 
he  did  not  believe  any  orders  would  compel  thofe  in  it, 
either  of  our  nation  or  theirs,  to  fee  the  trade  they  had 
fecured  to  themfelves,  drawn  away  to  the  other  nation 
by  a  free  pafTage. 

The  fecond  particular  I  got  wholly  agreed  to,  though 
with  much  difficulty,  as  importing,  I  fuppofe,  more  ad- 
vantage to  us  than  any  of  the  reft,  confidering  how 
many  more  nations  the  Dutch  trade  with  than  we,  by 
virtue  of  fuch  agreements. 

The  third  was  without  difficulty,  importing,  as  we 
both  conceived,  no  more,  than  was  before  provided  by 
the  marine  treaty,  and  more  particularly. 

For  the  fourth,  he  could  not  confent  it  fhould  ex- 
tend farther  than  to  mips  belonging  to  either  com- 
pany, or  to  any  nations  or  people  fubject  to  either 
company,  and  confequently  under  protection  of  the 
faid  company  \  for  the  making  it  run,  in  the  words  of 
our  article,  To  any  ?mtions  with  whom  either  company 
(hall  trade^  and  not v  in  enmity  with  the  other  company , 
would  occafion  only  either  company's  felling  their  pafT- 
ports  to  all  the  nations  that  would  buy  them,  leaving  it 
afterward  to  clifpute,  upon  any  accident  mould  arrive, 
whether  fuch  nation  were  in  enmity  with  the  other 
company  or  no  •,  the  natives  maintaining  the  negative, 
and  perhaps  the  company  the  affirmative,  and  it  may 
be  upon  pretence  of  fome  new  injury,  which  had  lately 
given  the  occafion  of  the  enmity  :  and  where  fuch  dis- 
putes fhould  be  determined,  was  difficult  to  find.  Be- 
sides, he  argued  from  the  common  ufe  of  nations,  that 
pafTports  operated  only  "towards  thofe  who  were  fub- 
jec~t  to  fuch  who  granted  the  pafiports,  or  elfe,  by  al- 
liance and  accord  between  nations,  to  fuch  as  were  one 
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another's  fubjects  and  under  their  protection  :  but  how 
it  fhould  extend  to  other  nations  becauie  they  were  not 
in  enmity  with  our  ally  he  could  not  fee  any  reafon, 
nor  had  heard  any  example.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  it 
was  ever  to  be  fuppoied,  that  there  would  be  no  need  at 
all  of  pafiports  from  the  one,  to  fuch  as  were  not  in 
enmity  with  the  other  ;  nations  being  to  be  efteemed 
as  juft  in  their  actions,  and  not  likely  to  diflurb  or 
feize  another  without  at  lead  pretence  of  enmity, 
which  would  be  a  fort  of  piracy  at  lea,  or  robbery  at 
land  ;  but  in  cafe  fuch  a  thing  fhould  happen,  no- 
other  nation  concerned  themfelves  in  it,  unleis  it  were 
offered  to  their  fubjects,  and  confequently  to  perfons 
under  their  protection. 

I  thought  his  reafoning  feemed  good,  and  befides  I 
imagined  the  thing  was  not  of  weight  ;  for,  where  one 
company  found  a  nation  not  in  actual  enmity  with  the 
other,  and  had  a  mind  to  protect  their  navigation,  they 
might  do  it  by  receiving  that  nation  into  their  protec- 
tion, and  then  giving  them  pafiports  as  fubjects  to 
them.  Where  nations  will  not  fubmit  to  fuch  a  fubjec- 
tion,  they  muft  protect  themfelves.  And  this  was  the 
refult  of  our  conference,  which  came  to  no  fort  of  agree- 
ment on  either  fide,  fmce  1  neither  had  power  to  do  it 
from  his  majefty,  nor  he  from  the  States  :  fo  that  we 
can  only  reprefent  on  each  fide  what  palled,  and  attend 
our  orders  upon  them  ;  and  he  in  the  mean  time  dif- 
pofe  the  States  to  his  opinion,  when  we  meet  and  con- 
clude formally  upon  them. 

When  I  receive  instructions,  I  flippofe  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  know  the  manner  ^  well  as  the  matter  we 
are  to  agree  in;  that  is,  whether  a  new  marine  treaty 
is  to  be  made,  with  thefe  particulars  to  be  digefted  into 
the  body  of  it';  or  elfe  thofe  to  be  perfected  in  an  in- 
itrument  by  themfelves,  as  additions  to  the  marine 
treaty.  For  the  doing  it  with  or  without  commif- 
Honers  I  can  fay  nothing,  fince  fo  great  authors  are  on 
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both  fides  :  but  if  both  feem  neceflary,  one  to  the  Jub- 
ilance, and  the  other  to  the  form;  I  was  thinking  whe- 
ther two  or  more  might  not  be  joined  in  commiffion 
with  me,  to  treat  and  conclude  it  with  commiffioners 
of  theirs,  and  thofe  to  be  acquainted  before-hand  with 
what  was  to  be  expected  upon  this  matter.  But  I 
know  not  how  our  expectation  of  having  the  com- 
miffioners meet  at  London  would  be  fatisfied  by  their 
meeting  at  the  Hague;  nor  how  forms  go  in  joining 
commiffioners  to  an  ambafTador,  for  a  particular  bu- 
finefs  ;  and  fo  I  leave  it.     I  am,  fcfa 

T<?  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oft.  12,  N.  S.  1668. 

fip  Hough  I  could  not  think  it  became  me  to  in- 
J[  terrupt  your  grace's  bufinefs  or  entertainment 
by  empty  letters ;  and  I  know  you  have  what  (hare 
you  pleafe  of  the  conftant  troubles  my  lord  Arlington 
receives  upon  the  account  of  my  negotiations  here  \ 
yet,  having  this  inclofed  fent  me  to  convey  to  your 
Grace,  I  was  in  hopes  a  good  letter  may  keep  an  ill 
one  a  little  in  countenance,  and  bear  me  out  in  taking 
this  occafion  of  preferving  myfelf  in  your  grace's  fa- 
vour and  memory,  which  I  efteem  among  my  beft 
poffieffions,  and  mould  be  glad  to  find  ways  of  conti- 
nuing them,  rather  by  ferving  than  by  troubling  you, 
"Whilft  I  can  do  nothing  towards  the  firft,  I  will  do 
the  lefs  towards  the  other,  and  content  myfelf  to  affiure 
your  grace,  in  the  language  of  a  plain  man,  that  none 
can  wifh  you  happier  than  I  do  in  the  courfe  of  your 
fortunes  and  honours,  nor  rejoice  more  in  the  prefages 
1  make  of  both,  from  thofe  wife  and  generous  difpofi- 
tions  I  left  you  in,  of  employing  thofe  many  great  ta- 
lents and  advantages  given  you  towards  his  majefty/S 
and  the  kingdom's  true  fervice  and  happinefs.  I  am 
ftiil  of  the  mind,  nothing  is  more  neceffary  to  both, 
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than  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  that  harmony 
which  we  uled  with  fo  much  reafon  to  wifh  fo  well  to, 
and  which  I  think  has  at  this  time  more  operation, 
than  that  of  the  fpheres  was  thought  to  have  upon  the 
good  temper  and  order  of  the  world.  For,  I  believe, 
the  fpring  of  all  the  motions  or  quiet  we  are  like  to  fee 
round  about  us  lies  in  that  point  and  thofe  counfels 
which  proceed  from  it. 

I  beg  your  grace's  pardon  for  this  trouble,  which 
I  mould  not  have  begun,  but  to  end  with  my  being, 
my  lord,  your  grace's  mod  obedient  and  molt  humble 
iervant. 


To  the  Conjlahle  cf  Caftile,       At  Condejlable  dtCaftilla. 


Hague,  Oct.  19, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 
TT  Aving  paired  fomuch  time, 
*-*  and  with  fo  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  myfelf,  in  his  maje- 
fly's  fervice  at  BrufTels  }  it  is 
impoflible  for  me  to  lofe  the 
concern  I  have  ever  had  for 
the  intereft  of  that  country,  or 
to  avoid  rejoicing  with  your 
excellency  upon  your  fucceed- 
ing  in  the  government,  wifh- 
ingyou  all  honour  and  fatisfac- 
tion,asforefeeing  many  advan- 
tages to  his  catholic  majefty 
in  fo  prudent  a  choice.  But, 
with  the  plainnefs  that  has 
been  always  natural  to  me, 
T  muft  confefs  that  it  has  not 
been  at  this  time  without  fome 
regret  that  I  have  loft  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  a  governor  of 
Flanders,  with  whom  I  had 
contracted  fo  great  a  friend- 
(hip,  and  had  fo  intire  a  con- 
fidence ; 


DelaHaye,  OcJ.  19, 
Ex™.  Senr.  S.N.  1668. 
QEmior  mio.  Haviendo  jlado 
*■*  tanto  tiempoy  con  tanto  gujfo 
a  Brujfittas9  de  la  parte  del  rey 
mi  fennor9  no  me  es pojjille per- 
der  el  encarecimento  que  he  fiem- 
pre  tenido  por  las  cojasy  inter  ef- 
fes  dep.e pays*  ni  demr  de  dar  a 
Z7.  E,  el  par  alien  defu  llegada  a 
ejle  goz'ienio  dsjfcandole  en  ello 
mucha  fatlsf action  y  honra,  corns 
augurando  a  fu  mage/fad  ca- 
iollca  mucho  provecho  de  tan  fa- 
bia  eleccion.  Pero  con  la  llaneza 
que  me  ha  fido  fie?npre  natural, 
es  menef.cr  confeffar^  que  me  pefa 
mucho  en  cjle  punto  de  haver 
pcrdldo  la  cofrejpondencia  de  un 
gGvernador  de  Flandes^  con  quien 
he  tenido  tan  ejlrecha  amijiad, 
y  enter  a  confanza ;  hallandome 
aord  en  una  conyunSiura,  y 
aviendo  difpuejlo  los  e/lados  de 
aqui  de  tal  manera  que  me  pa- 
rep 
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fidence ;  finding  myfelf  in  fuch 
a  conjuncture  (after  having 
fo  difpofed  the  States  of  Hol- 
land) as  to  be  confident  of  ha- 
ving it  in  my  power  to  do 
fomething,  if  not  fomething 
very  confiderable,  for  the 
common  good  and  repofe  of 
Christendom,  as  well  as  for  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy  ;  if  there  were 
at  prefent  a  governor  of  Flan- 
ders that  had  full  powersjoin- 
ed  with  his  own  defires,  and 
confidence  between  us  to  a- 
gree  together  in  the  concert  of 
fuch  a  negotiation.  I  doubt 
it  will  not  look  prudent  to  en- 
ter farther  into  fuch  reafoning 
with  your  excelIency,towhom 
I  am  fo  wholly  unknown  ; 
though  perhaps  you  may  have 
heard  at  BrufTeis  that  I  am  not 
a  man  ufed  to  build  caftles  in 
the  air,no  more  than  to  engage 
myfelf  unfeafonably  in  affairs 
of  s  kind:  but  your  excel- 
lency may  believe  me,  that  at 
this  time  nothing  is  more  ab- 
folutely  necelTary,  nor  that 
more  concerns  the  intereft  of 
Spain,  than  that  abfolute pow- 
ers fhould  be  fent  either  to 
your  excellency,  or  feme  o- 
ther  minifter,  to  treat  and  con- 
clude with  the  three  allies, 
and  which  is  likewife  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  pretended  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  Swedes,  as  for  the 
advantage  (in  fo  much  greater 
proportion)  that  it  may  be  to 
Spain  and  the  common  inte- 
reft 


refe  poder  obrar  algo^fmo  ?nucho 
por  el  b i e7i  commun,  y  por  el  re- 
pofo  de  la  Chriflianidad^  coma 
por  lafalud  y  inter  effes  de  la  mo- 
narcbia  de  Efpanna,  Ji  ejluviera 
aora  govemador  o  minijlro  en 
Flandes  que  tuviera  poder es  ba- 
Jlantes  y  tan  bien  la  voluntad  y 
confien^apara  concur  rir  commigo 
en  el  concierto  de  tal  negocio. 
No  pareciera  de  hombre  difcreto 
de  enirar  mas  adelante  en  ejlas 
razones  con  P.  E.  a  quienftoy 
tan  defconocido ;  aimque  bienpu- 
diera  aver  entendido  a  Bruffel- 
las  que  no  foy  hombre  para  dezir 
difparateS)  ni  para  ponerme  fu- 
era  de  t tempo  y  occafion  en  cofas 
agenas,  Pero  crea  me  V,  E, 
que  no  fey  que  no  puede  aver  otra 
en  ejle  tiempo  que  toca  mas  a 
Efpanna,  ny  que  la  fea  tan  ne- 
cejfaria,  que  de  embiar  fin  per- 
der  punto  o  a  V.  E.  o  a  otro  mi~ 
niflro  poderes  abfohttos  para 
tratar  y  concluyr  con  los  tres  aU 
Hades,  loquefuera  menejler,  tan 
bien  por  la  fatisfaccion  preten- 
dida  de  los  Suedcfs,  que  por  la 
utiliiad  que  con  ellafe  pucde  al- 
canfar  mas  que  proporcionado  a 
la  Efpanna ,  y  al  bien  co?nmun 
de  la  Chrifiiauidad.  Lo  mifmo 
que  digo  de  una  parte  a  V.  E. 
vengo  de  clefir  de  otra  al  mini- 
jlro de  Suecia,  a  qui  refidente 
por  que  bien  becho  de  ver,  que  con 
las  ydas  y  bueltas  en  Efpanna  y 
en  Sueciafobre  ejlas  mater ias9 
no  fe  bar  a  jamas  fino  perder  el 
tiempo  y  las  occafones,  aimque  el 
primer o  nunca  fe  le  velve  a  los 
bombreSy 
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rcftofChriftendom.  The  fame 
that  I  fay  on  one  fide  to  your 
excellency,  I  come  from  fay- 
ing on  the  other  to  the  Swe 
diihminifter  refidenthere :  for 
it  is  too  plain  to  be  feen,  that 
with  the  length  of  the  jour- 
neys, and  returns  from  Spain 
and  Sweden,  nothing  can  be 
hoped  for  but  the  lofs  of 
time  and  occafions  ;  the  Hrft 
of  which  never  returns  to 
mortal  man,  and  very  rarely 
the  other:  at  lead,  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  if  we  do  not  this  win- 
ter make  our  advantage  of  the 
prefent  pofture  of  affairs  for  the 
common  good,  we  are  never 
again  to  hope  for  the  fame 
occafion. 

I  beg  of  your  excellency, 
that  this  advice  may  be  only 
to  yourfelf,  or  thofe  in  Spain 
who  are  moft  concerned  in  it. 
What  is  moft  neceflary,  I  have 
told  your  excellency,  is  to 
haften  the  powers,  and  that 
needs  noconfultation,  the  reft 
time  will  fhew  ;  and  'tis  not 
necelTary  the  Spanifh  minif- 
ters  here  fhould  concern  them- 
felves  in  it  till  the  powers 
come.  I  engage  myfelf  to  dif- 
pofe  things  fo  here,  that, 
whenever  they  arrive,  your 
excellency  fhall  be  able  to 
make  the  advantage  of  them, 
for  your  matter  and  the  coun- 
tries you  govern.  Your  ex- 
cellency will  not  look  upon 
this  letter  as  coming  from  an 
ambaflador,  but  from  a  man 
extremely 


,  y  muy  raramente  las 
pcjlreras.  A  lo  mines  muy  cla- 
ro  ejia,  que  ft  ejle  hivierno  no 
nos  approvechamos  de  las  prefen- 
tes  por  il  bien  tBTfimm,  nunca 
hemos  de  efperar  las  mifmas  por 
el  vemdero* 


Supplies  a  V.  E.  que  efle  a- 
i)ifo  la  firve  afolas,  fi  no  a  lot 
tan  bien  en  Efpanna  qui  Jon  los 
mas  inter ejfa'dos  en  ellos.  Por- 
que  lo  que  es  el  necejfario  lo  vengo 
de  defir  en  lo  de  hazer  venir  los 
poderes,  en  ejlo  no  fe  ha  de  eon- 
fultar ;  por  demas  los  tiempos  lo 
diran,  y  no  fe  avra  di  entreme- 
terfe  a  qui,  en  el  entretanto  mi" 
nijiro  Efpannol  antes  que  vengan 
los  poderes,  que  yo  me  e  near  go 
de  difponer  las  eofas  a  qui  di  ma- 
nera  que  llegendo  los  V.  E.  avra 
de  approvecbarfe  a"  ellos  por  el 
bien  de  fu  rey,  y  de  los  payfes 
que  govt erna.  V.  E.  no  ha  de 
inter pretar  ejlo  como  viniendo  di 
mano  de  ambaxador^  pero  de  un 
hombre  muy  afficionado  al  bien 
ecmmun,  y  un  poco  efdarecido  en 
las  cofas  eorrientes,  commo  a- 
viendo 
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extremely  defiring  the  public 
good,  and  that  has  been  a  lit- 
tle inligbtened  by  having  fo 
much  part  in  what  has  been 
defigned  towards  it :  and  I 
hope  will  pardon  my  having 
entertained  you  fo  Jong  in  a 
language  that  I  begin  now  to 
forget,  and  had  never  learned 
well  :  but  I  had  no  mind 
what  I  have  here  faid  to  your 
excellency  fhould  pafs  thro' 
another  hand. 

Pray  God  preferve  your  ex- 
cellency, and  give  me  the  oc- 
cafions  of  ferving  you. 


viendo  tenido  tanta  parte  en  el- 
las  ;  y  me  pardone  averla  en 
tretenido  en  una  lengua  que  y  a 
com?nien$a  a  ohida,  aviendo  le 
nunca  bien  apprendido  -,  pero  no 
he  querido  que  V.  E.  en  lo  que 
la  digOy  avria  de  tercero. 


Guarde  Dios  aV.E.  tnuchos 
cmnos^  y  me  de  las  occafiones  de 
Jervir  la. 


I    kifs    your    excellency's 

hand,  &c. 


B.L.  M.D.  V.E. 

Su  mayor  feividor. 


21?  my  Lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,1  Nov.  2,  N.  S.  1 66%. 

IHave  had  the  honour  of  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
13  th  pad  fome  days  by  me,  and  deferred  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  it  till  this  pod,  that  I  might  make  it 
at  a  little  more  leifure.  I  mud  firft  beg  fo  much  fa- 
vour from  your  lordfhip  (for  I  mall  eiteem  it  a  kind- 
nefs  to  me)  that  you  will  never  conflrain  yourfelf  to 
write  to  me  in  pain  or  trouble  -,  but  upon  all  fuch  oc- 
casions trie  either  any  other  hand,  or  any  other's  cor- 
refpondence  with  me,  to  fend  me  your  commands  : 
and  in  the  next  place  I  fhall  defire  your  lordfhip's  be- 
lief, that  1  never  took  any  thing  ill  in  the  lead,  from 
any  hand,  that  I  knew  meant  me  well  -,  and  am  very 
well  pleafed  to  hear  of  my  faults  from  my  friends,  as  I 
hope  they  will  ever  be  to  receive  my  jud  excufes,  and 
others  I  fhall  never  defire  to  trouble  them  with.     I 

know 
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know  your  lordlhip  is  iatisfied  with  what  I  did  in 
fhewing  that  letter,  having  given  yon  the  advice  of 
it  at  the  fame  time  I  promiled  it  •,  and  I  fhall  make  nfe 
of  the  prudent  intimation  you  pleafe  to  give  me  upon 
that  particular. 

Monfieur  deWitt  has  feveral  times  fpoke  to  me  fincc 
about  the  pavilion,  applauding  your  lordfhip's  refo- 
lution,  or  at  leaft  inclination,  to  bring  it  to  fome  cer- 
tainty ;  and  defired  me  to  offer  to  your  lordfhip  as 
mod  advantageous  to  a  good  iffue  in  it,  that  the  expe- 
dients he  propofed  you  would  firfb  mention  as  your 
own ;  becaufe  whatever  is  offered  from  the  contrary 
party  is  commonly  either  fufpecled,  or  defpifed,  even 
for  its  being  fo.  I  find,  a  good  end  of  this  matter  is 
the  point  he  has  much  at  heart,  believing  no  quarrel 
could  ever  happen  between  the  nations,  if  that  occa- 
fion  were  once  out  of  the  way.  He  fays,  he  has  never 
yet  fpoken  to  any  man  about  the  offers  and  expedients 
he  propofed,  and  knows  they  will  be  ftomached  by 
many  here  -,  but  he  will  put  all  the  flrength  he  has 
upon  it  to  make  them  pals,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  is  at 
all  reafonable  in  the  cafe,  and  doubts  not  to  fuc- 
ceed.  I  fuppofe  whatever  we  have  by  accord  with 
them  will  not  be  only  fo  much  of  a  gained,  inftead 
of  a  difputed  right ;  but  will  engage  them  to  further 
our  pretence  of  fo  much  with  our  neighbours,  and  to 
take  part  in  our  quarrel,  if  any  fhall  be  railed  by  any 
of  them  with  us,  upon  that  point  5  and  if  fo,  we  lkould 
have  fomething  very  fubfrantial  for  that  which  me- 
thinks  is  very  airy  now,  and  which  ferves  only  for  an 
occafion  of  wars  at  a  time  we  have  no  mind  to  enter 
into  any,  and,  I  doubt,  with  fome  reafon  :  for  if  we 
had  a  conquering  genius  at  this  time  among  us,  and 
force  to  fecond  it,  nothing  could  be  fo  ufeful  to  us  as 
this  pretence  ;  but  every  pilot,  that  would  be  fafe  and 
well,  mull:  carry  fail  as  the  weather  is  abroad,  and  as 
the  fides  of  his  fhip  are  ilrorg  or  weak  to  refill  it. 

I  am 
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J  am  much  pleafed  to  find  I  have  the  honour  of 
agreeing  with  your  lordfhip  in  all  points  that  fall  into 
confideration,  as  well  this,  as  that  about  envoys,  and 
about  the  benefits  of  a  quadruple  league  ;  concern- 
ing which  I  writ  my  opinion  freely  in  one  to  my  lord 
Arlington  by  the  lait  poft,  being  the  only  thing  which 
can  crown  the  great  work  his  majefty  has  undertaken, 
of  fettling  the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  and  giving  a  Hop 
to  the  French  career,  which  about  ten  months  fince 
was  in  a  fair  way  to  over-run  us  all,  one  after  another ; 
and  hangs  ftill  like  a  cloud  over  all  their  neighbours 
heads,  leaving  every  one  in  doubt  when  and  where  it 
will  fall.  And  till  that  be  compafTed,  I  fhall  hardly 
be  fecure  of  Spain's  not  trinkling  at  one  time  or  other 
with  France,  for  the  remainder  of  Flanders,  at  leaft 
upon  fuch  a  revolution  as  would  arrive  at  that  king's 
death,  if  not  before  :  nor  of  the  French  party's  getting 
ground  enough  again  into  Sweden,  at  one  time  or  other, 
to  turn  the  bias  of  that  crown  towards  the  French  in- 
terefts  by  the  offers  of  money,  which  can  bed  be 
made  them  on  that  fide :  whereas  by  fuch  a  league 
Spain  would  find  their  account  in  keeping  Flanders, 
and  not  fear  any  war  which  the  French  pretentions  there 
might  engage  them  in  :  Sweden  would  find  theirs  by 
feme  certain  fubfidies  from  Spain,  even  in  times  of 
peace,  and  by  arTurance  from  them  and  us  of  greater, 
in  cafe  of  a  war :  Holland  would  be  broken  off  from 
all  return  into  any  new  meafures  with  France,  and  be 
forced  to  follow  the  common  interefts  and  counfels  of 
the  alliance  :  Spain  and  Sweden  would  be  both  hindered 
from  entering  into  any  feparate  concert  or  treaty  with- 
out us  and  Holland  :  the  emperor,  and  princes  of  the 
Empire,  and  duke  of  Lorrain,  would  be  glad  to  be 
admitted  into  fuch  an  alliance  \  and  his  majefty  would 
remain  head  and  director  of  a  league  which  would 
have  the  glory  of  preferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendom, 
and  checking  and  bounding  the  French  greatnefs,  at  a 

time 
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time  when  no  other  prince  durft  look  it  in  the  face. 
And  in  cafe  of  a  war  breaking  'out  from  France,  in 
fpite  of  all  thefe  defences  -5  I  fuppofe,  confidering  the 
ftrength  of  the  alliance,  and  the  temper  of  our  people 
at  home,  bent  wholly  upon  thefe  counfels,  his  majefty 
would  have  rather  reafon  to  delire,  than  to  apprehend  it. 

I  conceive  the  way  of  effecting  fuch  a  league  rhuft 
be  to  make  a  draught  of  it  with  monfieur  de  Witt  here, 
if  he  can  be  finally  difpofed  to  it :  and  that  with  all  the 
fecrecy  in  the  world,  and  to  proceed  in  it,  as  near  as  is 
poffible,  with  all  the  fairnels  and  equality,  in  the  con- 
sideration and  comprehenfion  of  each  party's  interefts, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  facilitate  fuch  negotiations ; 
and  whenever  we  and  monfieur  de  Witt  are  agreed  in 
it,  then  for  his  majefty  to  take  upon  him  the  propofing 
it  to  Spain,  and  trying  what  private  advantages  may  be 
gained  from  that  crov/n,  in  confideration  of  his  both 
propofing  and  effecting  a  matter  fo  much  to  their 
advantage. 

All  that  feems  to  be  againfl  fuch  a  counfel  is  his 
majefty's  prefent  want  of  treafure,  which  renders  him 
in  a  condition  very  unfit  to  enter  into  any  action  abroad, 
by  provoking  France. 

As  to  that :  Firft,  the  end  of  this  counfel  is  peace, 
and  not  war  -,  and  feems  indeed  the  only  way  to  fecure 
it,  by  letting  France  fee  they  cannot  find  their  account 
in  a  war ;  for,  till  they  do  that,  they  will  never  leave 
the  defigns  of  it.  Then,  inftead  of  provoking  France, 
I  mould  think  this  would  make  them  much  warmer  in 
their  offers  and  applications  towards  us ;  when  they  fee, 
that,  without  gaining  us,  they  are  abfolutely  bound  to 
the  peace  ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  our  falling  at  any 
time  into  the  French  interefls  is  the  ready  way  to  a  war 
abroad,  wherein  it  may  be  we  mall  not  have  any  pre- 
fent mare,  but  mail  pay  for  our  prefent  quiet  with  dear 
intereu  of  the  utmoft  clanger  after  two  cr  three  years 
lime, 

Befides, 
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Befides,  though  our  condition  is  ill  towards  the  fup- 
port  of  a  war,  it  is  the  moft  imprudent  thing  we  can 
do,  perhaps,  to  own  it,  if  we  intend  to  continue  any 
commerce  abroad ;  whereas  looking  our  jufl  debts, 
both  to  our  neighbours  and  ourfelves,  boldly  in  the 
face,  will,  as  it  does  fometimes  with  a  merchant,  hold 
up  our  credit  fo  high,  that  with  good  future  manage- 
ment, and  the  itrength  of  that,  we  may  help  to  re-efta- 
blifh  our  eftate  •,  but  if  not,  nothing  can  keep  us  up 
fo  much,  as  being  clofely  linked  with  feveral  other 
traders  of  better  ilock,  who  will  by  that,  means  be- 
come engaged  not  to  let  us  fink.  And  in  cafe  of 
action  to  fucceed  fuch  a  quadruple  alliance, -and  his 
majefty's  neceffities  keeping  him  from  furnifhing  his 
part  towards  the  fupport  of  it,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  Spain  and  Holland  would  not  do  their  utmoit  to- 
wards his  fupply,  rather  than  lofe  his  afiiftance  and 
leave  him  under  the  temptation  of  falling  into  any  new 
meafures  with  France. 

After  all  this,  I  think,  let  his  majefly  make  what 
paces  he  pleafes,  either  bold  or  tender,  in  the  way  he 
is  (for  I  cannot  think  of  a  change  in  that  with  the  pre- 
fent  conjunctures)  I  know  nothing  will  be  fo  necelfary, 
with  the  forefight  either  of  peace  or  war,  as  for  his 
majefly  not  to  be  found  the  next  fpring  without  any 
money  in  his  treafury,  or  credit  to  raife  it  fpeedily  and 
eafily,  without  relying  wholly  upon  his  parliament's 
fupplies,  by  any  new  burdens  upon  the  body  of  the 
people ;  for  that  can  hardly  be  done  without  long  and 
perhaps  crofs  debates  of  the  houfe,  which  lefTen  his 
majefty's  credit  with  his  neighbours,  whenever  they 
happen,  more  than  the  fupplies  granted  can  raife  it  •, 
and  befides,  after  fo  great  payments  as  the  kingdom 
has  continued  ever  fince  his  majefty's  reftoration,  elpe- 
cially  during  the  laft  three  years,  though  joined  with 
the  great  diminution  of  money  and  trade  during  the 
war  *,  I  queftion  whether  any  thing  confiderable  can  be 
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raifed  in  general  upon  the  people*  without  fome  rea- 
fonable  occafions  of  averfion  and  complaints. 

But  nothing,  they  fay,  is  more  the  part  of  a  weak 
underflanding,  and  unfit  for  bufinefs,  than  to  propofe 
and  inlarge  upon  inconveniencies,  without  fo  much  as 
offering  remedies :  and  therefore  I  fhall  fay,  that  firft, 
methinks,  two  propofals  which  have  been  already  a- 
foot,  are  very  confiderable  towards  this  end  •,  as  the 
felling  of  fmall  inconfiderable  quit- rents*  where  thefum 
is  hardly  worth  the  charge  of  raifing,  and  yet,  by  the 
reafon  of  the  trouble  to  the  tenant  by  them,  they  will 
yield  five  or  fix,  if  not  ten,  years  purchafe  more  than 
greater  rents :  if  this  counfel  be  tied  up  to  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  I  think  it  very  advantageous,  and  as  pre- 
judicial if  it  be  fuffered  to  go  beyond  them. 

Secondly,  the  felling  of  the  chimney-money  would, 
I  fuppofe,  be  eafily  granted  by  the  parliament  \  would 
take  off  the  tax,  of  all  others  moft  diftafteful  to  the 
iubjecTis,  and  if  fold  at  pretty  eafy  and  moderate  rates, 
would  be  taken  kindly  of  the  people,  purchafed  readi- 
ly, and  yield  a  very  great  fum  ;  and  the  moft  equal- 
ly raifed  that  any  could  be,  fparing  no  man's  part,  and 
holding  an  equal  proportion  with  every  man's  eltate : 
only  this  circumftance  mould  be  in  it  to  make  it  eafy, 
that  not  only  every  man  mould  have  the  offer  and  pre- 
emption of  his  own  ;  but  if  upon  refufal  it  mould 
be  fold  to  another  hand,  yet  it  mall  be  free  for  the 
owner  to  buy  it  of  him  at  any  time  within  a  certain 
fpace,  as  of  two  or  three  years ;  and  the  prefent  pur- 
chafer  to  be  content  with  the  profit  he  mail  have  made 
in  the  mean  time,  which  will  prove  a  great  interefl  for 
his  capital. 

Thirdly,  a  reducing  of  the  interefl  which  the  king 
pays  from  ten  to  eight  in  the  hundred,  with  which  the 
bankers  may  very  well  be  contented,  and  mufl  be, 
I  fuppofe,  if  the  king  pleafes,  and  finds  a  courfc  to 
make  them  fee  their  fecurity  cannot  fail  them  :  for 
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two  in  the  hundred  gain  is,  of  all  reafon,  enough  fo? 
them  where  the  fecurity  they  receive  is  as  good  as 
what  they  give,  as  it  is  in  this  cafe  ?  for  the  king's  fe- 
curity to  the  banker  is  in  effect  the  banker's  fecurity 
to  his  private  creditors  -,  and  whenever  one  fails,  the 
other  mull.  Now  the  bankers  pay  but  fix  in  the  hun- 
dred at  mod  for  inland  money,  and  lets  for  fome :  and* 
1  have  reafon  to  doubt,  a  very  great  trade  is  driven 
with  them  from  Holland  by  Dutch  merchants,  who 
turn  their  money  through  their  hands,  encouraged  by 
the  great  interelt  they  gain  there  in  lieu  of  lb  fmall 
here,  that  the  States  have  lately  refufed  to  take  the  va- 
lue of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  of  the  duke  of 
Lunenburg's  money  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  and 
three  is  the  utmoit  that  any  man  makes.  And  if  the 
king  by  granting  good  fecurity,  punctual  payments, 
and  the  reputation  of  good  order  in  his  revenue,  were 
gotten  into  credit,  I  do  not  fee  why  he  might  not  up- 
on occafion  take  up  what  he  pleated  at  fix  per  cent,  as 
well  as  the  States  do  here  at  two  and  a  half. 

Fourthly,  to  enable  the  king  upon  any  occafion  to 
give  better  fecurity,  I  know  nothing  would  do  fo  much, 
as  if  the  parliament  could  be  difpofed  to  fettle  the 
cuftoms  upon  him  for  one  year  after  his  death,  as  they 
are  already  for  his  life  •,  but  that  being  an  uncertain 
term,  money  will  not  be  readily,  or  without  exaction 
of  interelt,  lent  upon  that  which  may  fail  next  day: 
and  yet  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  largefl  branch  of  the  re- 
venue, and  in  all  other  points  the  mod  certain. 

Fifthly,  if  any  thing  were  fet  on  foot  in  parliament 
towards  an  act  of  refumption  of  grants  of  crown  lands 
fmce  a  certain  time,  ufe  might  at  leaft  be  made  of  ic 
towards  drawing  fuch  grantees  to  a  voluntary  compo- 
fition  cf  holding  their  grants  at  the  rent  of  a  fourth 
or  fifth  part  of  the  real  value  to  the  crown,  in  confi- 
deration  of  having  fuch  grants  confirmed  by  act  of 
parliament,  or  the  king's  engagement  toconfent  to  no- 
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thing  to  their  prejudice,  after  their  confent  to  fuch  a 
rent  and  tenure. 

Sixthly,  a  view  may  be  made  at  lead  of  what  has 
been  gained  by  any  grants  from  his  Majefly,  above 
what  were  really  his  Majefty's  intentions  to  grant :  as 
where  the  King  intended  to  give  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  perhaps  leven  or  eight,  or  a  thoufand  pounds 
is  made  of  it :  and  the  fame  of  lums  of  money  out  of 
certain  benefits  granted  towards  the  raifing  them  $ 
and  what  is  found  to  be  beyond  the  intention  of  the 
King's  grant,  to  be  repaid. 

Many  fmallcr  particulars  might  perhaps  be  thought 
of;  all  which,  with  what  has  been  mentioned,  will  be 
made  valuable  by  a  good  order  in  the  management, 
and  a  ftanch  hand  in  grants  hereafter,  till  the  King  be 
as  much  before-hand,  as  he  is  behind  hand-now.  I 
am,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  Mr.  d   Mountagae. 

ybj  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  2,  N.  S.  i66g. 

IT  is  an  ill  defign  for  the  dulnefs  of  this  place,  that  I 
muft  have  recourfe  to  the  compliments  of  the  fea- 
fon,  for  the  occafion  of  a  letter ;  and  that  I  can  find 
very  little  to  fay  from  hence,  befides  wiiTiing  yourLord- 
fhip,  according  to  our  good  old  ftyle,  a  merry  Ch rift- 
mas.  The  Spaniards  have  not  yet  had  fo  much  good 
nature  as  to  make  ours  here  the  merrier,  with  their  two 
hundred  thoufand  crowns :  I  doubt  it  has  fome  en- 
chantment or  other  upon  it ;  and  is  not  to  be  delivered 
but  in  fome  fatal  hour,  or  by  fome  charmed  knight. 
All  is  here  frozen  up  ;  and  the  bifhop  of  Munfter  may 
march  if  he  pleafes  5  but  if  he  do,  as  has  been  fo  much 
talked,  will  blow  his  fingers  unlefs  he  receives  very 
great  influences  from  your  warmer  climate  :  for  the 
good  pay  of  the  States  is  in  fo  much  credit  among  their 
a  Afterwards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
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neighbours,  that  I  believe  they  will  not  want  what 
forces  they  fhall  have  occafion  for,  befides  what  they 
have  a- foot. 

I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  hear  what  becomes  of  my 
Lord  and  Lady  of  Northumberland,  and  how  long  they 
intend  their  pilgrimage,  fuppofing  your  Lordihip  keeps 
fome  correfpondence  with  them,  of  which  I  am  out  of 
the  way,  but  very  much  in  that  of  being,  my  lord, 
your  excellency's  mod  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington, 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  18,  N.  S.  1669. 

THE  Baron  d'Ifola  arrived  here  yefterday-,  Ihave 
this  afternoon  had  fome  difcourfes  with  him  up- 
on the  fubject  of  his  journey,  which  he  profeffes  to 
be  a  defire  of  advancing  the  treaty  of  guaranty,  as  a 
tiling  his  mailer  has  more  intereft  in  than  Spain  itfelf, 
which  will  be  better  able  to  fubfiil  after  the  lofs  of 
Flanders,  than  the  Empire  can.  I  find  he  came  with 
hopes  of  effecting  much  by  his  eloquence  and  great 
parts,  and  by  making  others  fee  more  of  their  own  in- 
terests, than  they  were  willing  to  do.  And  fo  the 
two  themes  wherein  he  came  provided,  were  to  make 
it  evident  that  France  would  open  the  war  again  this 
fpring,  and  within  fix  weeks  attack  either  Burgundy  or 
Luxenburg ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  councils 
of  Spain,  as  they  are  now  compofed,  if  they  faw  not  a 
folid  and  firm  afilftance  from  their  neighbours,  would 
fall  into  the  eafieft  way  of  ending  that  matter,  by  giv- 
ing up  Flanders  upon  the  beft  terms  they  could :  that 
they  were  as  a  fick  man,  that  would  not  or  could  not 
help  thernfclves,  and  were  fo  to  be  dealt  with  by  thofe 
that  were  fo  deeply  concerned  in  their  lofs,  as  thefe 
States  in  particular  feem  to  be  :  and  that  after  the 
difarmingof  thedukeofLorrain,  which  France  had  now 
refolved,  and  the  feizing  of  Burgundy,  which  would 
5  be 
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be  their  next  work;  it  would  be  impofiible  to  main- 
tain a  war  in  what  remains  of  Flanders,  when  they 
could  do  it  no  longer  by  diversion,  after  thefe  two  in- 
lets into  France  flopped  up.  From  this  we  fell  into  the 
ftory  of  the  Swedifh  fubfidies,  and  the  hardfhips  put 
upon  Spain  in  that  bufinefs ;  all  which  I  fuppofe  your 
lordfhip  has  heard  a  dozen  times  already,  and  are 
obvious  enough,  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  repeat  them, 
not  remembering  any  thing  new  in  that  difcourfe : 
but  it  ended  with  Spain's  having  leis  reafon  to  pay  for 
that  peace,  than  France  •,  fince  the  guaranty  offered 
would  be  equal  to  both,  and  the  gain  of  the  war  had 
been  all  on  the  French  fide  •,  that  for  his  part,  he 
could  trufl  little  in  any  treaty  where  the  obligations 
were  not  reciprocal  •,  and  when  the  guaranty  was  gi- 
ven, he  did  not  know  whether  thefe  States  would  not 
be  flili  apt  tofacrifice  any  new  conquefls  France  fhould 
make,  to  any  unreafonable  peace,  provided  the  dan- 
ger grew  not  nearer  them  :  and  he  had  the  more  reafon 
to  believe  it,  by  a  refolution  he  was  afTured  of,  among 
the  States  of  Holland,  to  treat  with  France  about  di- 
verting their  attempts  upon  Flanders  in  cafe  of  the  king 
of  Spain's  death,  and  leaving  all  the  reft  of  that  mon- 
archy  open  to  his  pretentions. 

This  was  the  fubflance  of  his  ftrfl  difcourfe  :  upon 
which  I  told  him,  that  the  friendlier!:  office  I  could  do 
him  at  his  arrival,  was  to  tell  him,  what  men  and. 
what  refolutions  he  would  find  here,  to  the  end  he 
might  not  lofe  his  paces  by  their  being  at  firrtill  directed. 
That,  for  their  own  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  Flan- 
ders, they  thought,  they  underftood  it  as  well  as  any  o- 
ther  of  their  neighbours,  and  needed  no  new  lights  in 
that  profpect,  nor  new  motions,  to  engage  in  its  de- 
fence, if  they  might  hope  to  fucceed:  that  this  de- 
pended upon  Spain's  good  conduct  and  provifions  in 
Flanders,  and  upon  their  fatisfying  Sweden.  That  with- 
out Sweden's,  engagement,  Holland  could  do  nothing 
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considerable  in  their  defence,  lying  open  to  the  French 
on  one  fide,  and  the  bifhop  of  Muniter  on  the  other ; 
and  wirnout  Holland,  he  might  allure  himielf,  the  king 
would  never  ifitereft  himieif  in  their  quarrel,  but  feek 
his  meaiures  feme  way  elie  -y  fo  that  the  llrength  of  their 
whole  afliflance  depended  upon  the  engaging  of  Swe- 
den, and  that  upon  payment  of  the  fublidies.  That  I 
would  tell  him  freely,  I  thought  Plolland  might  be  in- 
duced to  give  a  general  guaranty,  according  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  at  Aix.  That  if  his  majelty  and  Swe- 
den would  be  induced  to  join  with  them  in  it,  I  thought 
it  was  the  cheaper!  bargain  that  ever  any  crown  had 
made.  That  I  believed  a  guaranty,  without  reciprocal 
engagements,  more  to  their  advantage,  and  lefs  to  ours, 
than  a  defenfive  league,  which  they  fo  much  defired  : 
but  yet  the  conjuncture  was  fuch,  and  the  refpects  that 
entered  into  it,  as  I  could  allure  him  he  would  fail  in 
the  purfuit  of  the  lalt ;  and,  I  believed,  might  fucceed 
if  he  would  content  himfelf  with  the  other.  That,  if 
nothing  elfe  were  in  the  way,  there  was  not  time  left 
for  it,  and  therefore  I  would  advife  him  to  lofe  none 
about  it.  That  for  what  mould  happen  after  the  king 
of  Spain's  death,  I  was  confident,  neither  the  king  nor 
the  States  would  enter  into  it ;  but  leave  thofe  confe- 
derations to  the  feafon  in  which  they  fhould  arife.  That 
if  Spain  was  refolved  to  deftroy  themfelves,  that  was  a 
thing  beyond  all  our  prevention  or  remedy,  and  fo 
only  to  be  bemoaned,  and  no  more  to  be  thought  on : 
if  they  would  be  preferved,  they  knew  the  price, 
which  is,  the  Swedilh  fubfidies,  and  could  bell  tell 
whether  it  were  worth  it  or  no. 

This  I  thought  was  the  bell  way  of  dealing  with  a 
perfon  that  had  more  wit  a  great  deal  than  I,  and  fo 
would  be  fure  to  have  the  better  in  argument :  and  be- 
fides,  I  thought  it  fitteft  for  a  bufinefs,  which  it  is  ne- 
celTary  to  bring  to  fome  fhort  iflue :  and  the  baron 
feemed  not  to  refent  it  ill,  and  faid,  Well,  if  you  are 
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certain  the  Dutch  will  not  be  brought  to  a  league  with 
us,  we  mud  think  of  what  we  can  have,  and  not  what 
we  cannot :  and  all  that  remained  to  be  done,  was  to 
draw  up  the  form  of  a  guaranty,  and  fend  it  to  the  con- 
(table :  and  let  him  know,  that  upon  fatisfaclion  of  the 
Swedifh  fubfidies,  that  mould  be  ready  for  him,  and 
without  it  we  had  no  more  to  fay.  J  told  him  I  thought 
he  was  in  the  right  way,  and  hoped  he  would  fucceed  in 
it,  and  allured  him  of  our  endeavours  to  draw  Sweden 
to  the  fame  rrjeafures  and  perfuade  them,  if  need 
were,  to  fome  little  eafe  in  the  terms  of  payment.  He 
afked  me,  in  cafe  the  fubfidies  were  not  paid,  and  the 
guaranty  given,  and  France  mould  next  March  attack 
Burgundy  or  Luxenburg,  what  I  thought  we  would  do? 
I  told  him,  I  was  ever  to  think,  that  the  king  and 
his  allies  would  do  upon  all  occafions,  what  they  had 
engaged.     He  would  have  had  me  join  with  him  in 
drawing  up  an  inftrument  of  guaranty  •,  but  I,  that 
had  a  mind  to  excufe  myfelf,  at  lean:  till  I  received 
my  inftruclion,  advifed  him  to  propofe  it  to  monfieur 
de  Witt,  with  whom  he  had  an  hour  affigned  upon  our 
parting.     And  lb  our  firft  conference  ended.     I  am, 
my  lord,  your,  &*', 

To  my  lord  keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Apr.  24,  N.  S.  1669. 

UPON  a  late  converfation  with  monfieur  de  Witt, 
though  I  had  fome  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  yet  I 
think  I  had  none  to  take  any  notice  of  it  ♦,  but  I  am 
very  fure  I  can  have  no  reafon  for  doing  it  to  any  other 
perfon,  but  to  your  lordfhip,  of  whofe  friendship  I 
have  had  lb  many  tefti  monies,  and  with  whom  I  have 
lived  in  fb  much  confidence  ever  fmce  our  firft  ac- 
quaintance. The  prefent  fubjeel;  is  fo  delicate,  that  I 
can  hardly  tell  how  to  touch  it  myfelf,  or  to  truft  it  in 
any  other  hands  but  your  lordfhip's,  who  will  better 
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judge  whether  any  ufe  may  be  made  of  it,  and  I  am, 
lure  will  make  no  ill  one  •,  nor  do  I  expect  thece  can 
be  other,  than  to  gain  fbme  light  in  a  matter  wherein 
J  am  wholly  ignorant,  and  perhaps  your  lordfhip 
may  not  have  been  curious  enough  to  obferve  fo  near ; 
and  which  it  is  yet  very  necefTary  for  us  both  to  be  as 
well  informed  as  we  can. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  came  to  me,  as  he  faid,  upon  a 
particular  vifit  •,  and  as  a  friend,  not  a  minifter :  but 
the  occafion  of  it  at  prefent  he  would  confefs,  was,  to 
acquaint  me  with  a  converfation  he  had  lately  had  with 
monfieur  Puffendorff,  a  Swedifh  agent,  who  pafTed  this 
way  from  Paris  to  his  own  country  :  that  he  had  been 
fome  time  at  the  French  court  fince  our  meafures  taken 
by  the  triple  alliance,  and  the  negotiations  let  on  foot 
with  the  Spaniards  in  confequence  of  them.  That  the 
minifters  in  France  had  taken  much  pains  to  perfuade 
him  that  Sweden  would  find  their  account  very  ill  in 
purfqing  thofe  meafures  :  that  Spain  would  fail  them, 
in  what  was  pretended  from  them,  and  that  Holland 
alone  would  not  be  able  to  fupport  them,  or  the  mea- 
fures they  had  rafhly  taken  ;  and  to  make  this  good, 
the  minifters  there  had  at  length  told  him  (but  as  a 
fecret  only  for  the  ferviceand  information  of  the  court 
of  .Sweden)  that  Engl  and  would  certainly  fail  them;  and 
was  already  changed  in  the  courfe  of  all  thofe  counfels 
they  had  taken  with  Holland  and  Sweden,  though  they 
did  not  think  fit  to  let  any  thing  of  it  appear  :  and  the 
fecret  was  yet  in  very  few  hands,  either  in  the  French 
or  the  Englifh  court.  That  when  this  agent  feemed 
incredulous  of  all  this  ftory,  and  to  fufpecl  that  it  was 
artificial,  and  only  intended  to  give  an  umbrage  or 
falfe  light  to  the  court  of  Sweden,  and  thereby  help 
them  to  make  the  rlrft  falfe  ftep;  monfieur  Turenne  at 
laft  fhewed  him  a  letter  from  monfieur  Colbert  their 
ambafiador,  wherein  he  gave  an  account  of  the  hapT 
py  fuccefTes  he  had  met  with  in  his  negotiations  at 
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our  court,  of  the  good  difpofitions  there,  and  efpe- 
cially  thole  of  ibme  of  our  chief  minifters  ;  upon 
which  he  added  thefe  words,  k  Et  je  leur  ay  enfinfait 
fentir  tout  Pet  endue  de  la  liber alite  de  fa  majeftL 

Here  monfieur  de  Witt  flopped  as  if  he  had  no  more 
to  fay,  and  with  a  very  equal  countenance  ;  though  I 
found  he  had  obierved  mine  more  narrowly  all  the 
while  he  was  talking,  as  well  as  when  he  ended.  For 
my  part,  though  I  thought  the  (lory  and  the  circum- 
stances very  odd,  and  knew  not  what  to  make  of  it ; 
yet  I'  believe  I  looked  innocent,  and  thereby  as  uncon- 
cerned as  he  did.  I  told  him  I  had  reafon  to  be  fur- 
prifed  at  what  he  had  faid,  but  did  not  know  whether 
we  had  either  of  us  any,  to  put  much  weight,  or  draw 
any  great  confequence  from  all  this  ftory  :  that  there 
might  be  artifice  in  it,  on  feveral  hands  -,  and  fome 
of  thofe  it  had  paffed  through  might  deceive,  and 
others  be  deceived ;  that  there  might  be  miftake  in 
mens  apprehenfions  of  what  paffcd  in  talk,  and  the 
relations  too  :  that  monfieur  Colbert  might  fay  a  great 
deal  to  value  his  fervices  to  his  court,  and  more  than 
he  thought  himfelf :  that  the  Swedifh  agent  might  be 
made  partial  in  France  to  their  interefts,  and  wifri  his 
crown  ftill  in  them,  as  mod  beneficial  to  the  minifters 
there  that  were  fo  engaged :  that  it  was  at  leaft  arti- 
ficial in  the  French  court,  to  employ  monfieur  Tu- 
renne  to  give  this  notice  to  the  Swedifh  agent,  and  fhew 
him  monfieur  Colbert's  letter,  which  had  been  more 
proper  for  a  fecretary  of  flate  •,  but  that  it  was  likely 
monfieur  Turenne's  mewing  it  and  believing  it,  would 
have  more  credit  and  more  effect  in  the  court  of  Swe- 
den. "  That  farther  than  this  1  had  nothing  to  fay  up- 
on it,  beiides  protefting  to  him  upon  my  honour  and 
truth,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it  5  nor  had  I  reafon, 

k  And  I  have  at  iaft  made  them  fenfikle  of  the  whole  extent  of  hit 
tsajejlfi  liberality, 

by 


42  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple ', 

by  any  thing  I  heard  from  England,  to  fufpect  any  more 
than  I  knew.  That  I  had  told  him,  upon  the  negotia- 
tion of  cur  laft  alliance  and  his  iufpicions  of  our  in- 
conftancy  in  England,  what  I  truly  thought  of  the  dif- 
pofitions  and  intentions  both  of  his  majefty  and  his 
minifters  :  that  I  knew,  and  all  men  conferred,  their 
interefts  were  fo  deep  in  it,  as  well  as  the  humour  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  that  it  was  hard  to  think  I  could 
be  deceived.  That,  however,  I  could  anfwer  for  no 
man  but  myfelf,  and  that  I  would  \  that  if  ever  thefe 
meafures  were  broken,  it  mould  not  be  by  me  ;  nor 
would  I  ever  have  any  part  in  deftroying,  what  I  had 
the  honour  of  building,  fo  much  for  the  fafety,  as  I  con- 
ceived, of  both  our  nations,  and  the  reft  of  Chriftendom  -, 
and  with  fo  much  glory  and  applaufe  to  his  majefty's 
counfels  upon  that  occafion.  That  I  was  ftill  of  the 
fame  mind,  and  had  no  more  to  fay. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  fmiled,  and  faid,  what  he  had  told 
me  was  but  as  a  friend  and  in  converfation  ;  and  left 
me  to  make  what  ufe  I  pleafed  of  it,  or  none  if  I 
thought  fit,  without  drawing  it  into  farther  confe- 
quence ;  that  he  had  been  very  fufpicious  when  he  firft 
entered  into  the  miniftry,  but  had  been  fo  often  deceiv- 
ed by  it,  that  he  had  cured  himfelf  of  that  quality. 
That  he  knew  very  well  it  had  been  faid  among  fome 
foreign  minifters  here  fome  months  fince,  k  Qtfil  faut 
eivouer  qu'ily  a  eu  pour  neuf mois  du  plus  grand  minifters 
du  monde  en  Angleterre  ;  as  if  they  believed  fome  change 
had  befallen  our  counfels  before  the  laft  year  ended. 
That  for  his  part,  who  went  to  the  fubftantial  as  near 
as  he  could,  and  the  plaineft  way,  he  had  made  but 
one  reflection,  and  kept  that  as  much  as  he  could  to 
liimfelf :  which  was,  that  after  my  embaffy  hither  had 
been  refolved  in  England,  to  fupport  and  improve 
the  ends  of  our  laft  alliances,  and  to  engage  the  em- 

k  That  it  muji  be  confejjed^  there  has  been  for  ninewonths  the  greateji 
mlntjlry  in  the  world  in  England, 
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pcror  and  chief  princes  of  the  empire,  as  well  as 
Spain,  in  the  fupport  of  them,  he  could  not  but  won- 
der to  find  me  engaged  of  late  by  my  orders  from 
court  fo  warmly  in  a  chicane  about  iuch  a  trifle  as  that 
of  Surinam,  and  in  fo  many  eager  difputes  about  the 
pretenfions  of  our  Eaft-India  company,  which  were  lit- 
ter for  merchants  than  for  -minilters,  and  looked  as 
if  we  had  them  more  at  heart,  than  the  purfuit  of  thofe 
public  interefts  that  were  thought  fo  neceffary  for 
Chriftendom  at  my  firft  coming  over :  but  after  all,  for 
his  part  he  would  go  on  conftantly  upon  the  foot  of  our 
laft  alliance,  as  the  bed  ground  of  our  common  fafety  •, 
and  believed  the  States  would  do  fo  too,  till  his  majefty 
or  his  minifters  mould  let  them  plainly  fee,  he  had 
changed  his  meafures.  And  with  this,  rifing  up,  he 
feemed  not  to  expect  any  anfwer,  but  to  go  away  in 
very  good  humour  :  and  I  v/as  not  very  defirous  to 
draw  our  difcourfe  into  more  length,  and  fo  it  ended. 
It  is  time  this  letter  fhould  do  fo  too,  which  I  defire 
your  lordfhip  will  burn  when  you  have  read  it  •,  and 
to  forget  it,  if  you  find  no  occafion  to  think  farther  of 
it ;  and  then  I  (hall  endeavour  to  do  fo  too.  I  am  fure 
it  fhould  never  have  begun,  if  it  were  not  to  end  with 
the  profefiions  of  that  truth  and  pafiion  wherewith  I 
am,  my  lord,  your  lordihip's  moil  faithful  and  rhdtt 
humble  fervant, 

To  my  lord  Cavendijli. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  1 8,  N.  S.  1 669. 

T Hough  I  had  much  rather  make  your  lordfhip 
my  compliments  upon  fome  better  fortunes,  and 
upon  your  health,  rather  than  your  dangers  -,  yet  I 
could  not  omit  doing  it  at  this  time,  upon  fo  honourable 
a  part  as  all  men  allow  you  to  have  had  in  your  late 
adventure  at  Paris  \  which  I  do  not  only  as  a  private 
perfon  and  fervant  of  vour  lordfhip's,  who  wiflies  you 
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all  increafe  of  honour  that  may  not  be  bought  too  dear \ 
but  withal  as  a  public  minifter,  who  ought  ever  to 
confider  above  all  things  the  honour  of  our  nation, 
and  knows  that  the  complexion  of  it  in  time  of  peace 
is  very  much  either  mended  or  fpoiled  in  the  eyes  of 
ftrangers,  by  the  aclions  and  carriage  of  particular  per- 
fons  abroad.  I  can  allure  your  3ordfhip,  ail  that  can 
be  faid  to  your  advantage  upon  this  occafion  is  the 
common  difcourfe  here;  andnot  difputed  bytheFrench 
themfelvcs  -,  who  fay,  you  have  been  as  generous  in  ex- 
cufing  your  enemies  as  brave  in  defending  yourfelf : 
the  Dutch  will  have  it,  that  you  have  been  the  firft  in 
excels ;  and  fay,  that  fuch  a  thing,  as  feven  or  eight 
falling  upon  one,  would  never  have  been  done  in  any 
other  place  but  France,  nor  fuffered  neither  by  the  reft 
of  the  company.  However,  I  am  of  opinion,  if  ex- 
cefs  may  be  allowed  in  any  part,  it  is  in  that ;  and 
therefore  rejoice  with  you  in  the  honour  of  both,  and 
with  myfelf  in  that  of  my  being,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
ihip's  mod  obedient  humble  fervant. 

i 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  ....  1669. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  your  lordihip's  of  July  the 
ninth,  and  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  agree  with 
you  in  defpairing  to  fee  this  matter  of  the  marine  article 
to  be  brought  to  any  fair  conclusion,  about  which  I 
writ  at  large  by  laft  poft  to  Sir  John  Trevor  •,  and  will 
tell  your  lordmip  more  in  private,  that  J  very  much 
fear  our  Eaft-India  merchants  have  fame  farther  mean- 
ing in  it,  than  yet  we  underftand,  and  than  they  de- 
fire  we  fhould.  For  having  had  this  whole  bufinefs 
run  through  my  head  with  more  thought  and  applica- 
tion, than  ever  any  other  did  before,  1  could  not  but 
obferve  many  feveral  inequalities  in  their  proceedings, 
and  make  fome  reflexions  upon  them. 
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As  firft,  that  it  began  immediately  upon  the  finifhing 
our  alliances  with  the  Dutch  ;  in  which  none  could  de- 
tract in  the  leaft  from  the  glory  abroad,  and  popular 
applaufe  at  home,  of  the  king's  counfels,  but  by  de- 
claiming againft  this  marine  treaty,  though  at  firft  it 
was  only  upon  the  inequality  of  the  paflports  :  when 
that  point  was  eafily  accorded  by  monfieur  de  Witt,  our 
merchants  added  another,  about  the  definition  of  a 
befieged  flace,  which  was  all  their  exceptions  againft  the 
treaty  itfelf  could  amount  to :  but  when  there  were 
lome  hopes  given  by  monfieur  de  Witt  in  his  letters  to 
me,  that  this  likewife  might  be  furmounted,  they 
added  feveral  other  articles,  untouched  in  the  marine 
treaty  :  and  when  they  law  all  were  like  to  be  gained 
here,  but  that  one  of  a  free  trade  with  people  not  in 
fubjecYion,  and  of  pafiing  forts  (which  Sir  George 
Downing  had  found  here  was  an  invincible  point)  they 
then  declared, that  without  this,  all  the  reft  were  worth 
nothing  :  and  upon  this  faid,  They  have  left  our  treaty 
a-ground,  now  for  about  eight  months  paft.  When 
we  begun  firft  to  ftruggle  out  of  it,  they  laid,  they 
only  aimed  at  preventing  fome  innovations,  which  had 
been  of  late  years  pra£frfed  by  the  Dutch,  againft  the 
ancient  ufages  in  thofe  parts,  and  many  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  which  they  had  reafon  to  fear :  whereupon 
the  Dutch  defired  the  particular  inftances  of  what  they 
either  had  felt,  or  thought  they  had  occafion  to  fear, 
that  fo  they  might  redrefs  us  in^articular,  and  under- 
Hand  us  in  general :  our  merchants  inftanced  m  Cochin 
and  Cananor,  and  I  think  one  other  place,  which, 
monfieur  de  Witt  faid,  was  not  at  all  to  the  cafe,  but 
to  another,  provided  for  by  the  defining  of  a  befieged 
-place :  fo  that  I  was  forced  by  them  here,  to  prefs  (till 
for  inftances  by  feveral  letters,  till  the  merchants  at  laft 
lent  a  long  angry  paper,  with  very  many  recapitulati- 
ons of  things  paft,  and  which  the  Dutch  faid  had  been 
debated  and  agreed  in  former  treaties  ;  and  therefore 
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ftill  defired  to  know,  which  of  the  particulars  named, 
we  thought  applicable  to  the  prefent  queftion.  Upon 
which  I  received  anfwer,  that  the  practice  of  the  Dutch, 
againft  which  they  defired  to  provide,  was  but  begin- 
ning •,  that  they  could  not,  or  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe, 
to  give  particular  inftances,  their  apprehenfions  being 
general,  of  what  the  Dutch  intended  to  impofe  upon  us ; 
and  that,  in  fhort,  what  we  defired,  was  for  prevention 
rather  than  remedy  •,  which,  they  faid,  made  it  much 
harder  in  the  Dutch  to  deny  us. 

After  this  monfieur  de  Witt  and  I  concerted  an  article 
between  us,  to  propoie  to  our  principals  on  either  fide, 
and  which  Iconfefs  I  thought  comprehended  our  mean- 
ing, as  I  underftood  it  by  the  letters  I  received  from 
your  lordlhip,  and  the  king's  other  minifters  -,  which 
though  it  was  immediately  refilled  at  Amfterdam,  as 
liable  to  the  interpretations  they  fo  much  feared,  yet 
was  likewife  rejected  by  our  merchants  too,  and  ano- 
ther lent  over,  yet  ftronger  than  theflrft,  in  thofe  parts 
wherein  the  Dutch  were  mod  fenfible  *,  though  your 
lordlhip  feemed  to  think,  the  article  I  had  transmitted, 
would  reach  our  aim,  till  you  propofed  it  to  them. 

Upon  the  new  debates  we  engaged  in,  arrives  the 
news  of  what  we  had  fuffered  at  MacafTar  *,  which  our 
merchants  made  to  be  a  formidable  inftance  in  the  bu- 
finefs  depending,  and  of  far  more  confequence  than  all 
they  apprehended  by  Dutch  forts  and  partes;  and  there- 
fore immediately  prefented  the  king  with  their  demand 
of  reftitution,  together  with  fome  other  particulars 
which  we  were  fain  to  difown  immediately,  as  againft 
an  exprefs  article  of  the  treaty  at  Breda :  and  1  had 
the  blame  of  propofing  all  their  demands  to  the  Dutch, 
though  the  paper  of  them  was  fent  to  me  without  any 
tlidinction. 

So  foon  as  the  point  of  MacafTar  was  yielded  us, 
which  I  thought  would  prove  the  moil  difficult  of  any, 
as#£  molt  importance,  and  was,  I  am  fure,  for  a  great 
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while  the  mod  contefted  •,  and  after  the  project  of  a 
general  article  was  gained  from  the  Dutch  (againft  all 
their  former  refolutions)  which  was  grounded  upon 
thefe  two  points,  that  we  defire  no  innovations,  and 
will  make  no  particular  inilances  or  complaints,  in 
which  they  have  ever  offered  us  redrefs  :  our  mer- 
chants feeing  the  matter  draw  near  a  fair  iifue,  now 
feem  refolved  to  end  all  with  thefe  two  anfwers  :  that 
their  reftitution  to  Macaffar  (as  Sir  John  Trevor  writes) 
will  be  too  dear  bought  by  fuch  an  article  as  fhall  con- 
firm upon  us  all  the  injuries  we  have  complained  of  by 
forts,  and  pafTes,  and  treaties  too  -,  whereas  the  article 
as  it  is  propofed  by  the  Dutch  (however  defective)  does 
not  extend  to  any  treaties  to  come,  but  only  to  the 
pad  ;  nor  do  the  Dutch  defire  to  fell  us  Macaffar  at 
the  price  of  any  fuch  article  ;  but  had  much  rather 
reftore  it  to  us  upon  concluding  the  treaty,  without 
any  fuch  article  at  all :  nor  do  I  know  yet  of  the  inju- 
ries in  particular  we  have  already  complained  of,  either 
by  forts,  paffes,  or  treaties,  befides  this  of  Macaffar  -, 
but  contrary  have  always  been  told,  what  we  defired 
was  rather  for  prevention  than  remedy.  But  next 
they  fay  (as  your  lordfhip  tells  me )  they  had  rather 
be  left  as  they  are,  with  their  pretentions  fair  and  en- 
tire, than  have  them  blafted  for  ever  with  a  bad  con- 
clusion :  whereas  no  conclufion  they  now  make,  upon 
what  we  have  gained,  and  the  redreis  of  what  they 
complained  of  in  the  marine  treaty  (though  without 
this  contefted  article)  but  will  leave  them  and  their 
pretenfions  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  before  : 
the  fame  liberty  ftill  remaining  upon  the  laft  article  of 
the  marine  treaty,  to  appoint  cornmiilioners,  and  alte<r 
or  add  any  thing,  when  both  parties  fhall  agree  -y  and 
will  be  but  like  taking  fo  much  by  advance,  upon  ac- 
count of  a  greater  debt.  So  that  I  am  apt  to  conclude, 
from  all  thefe  obfervations,  that  they  who  influence  our 
merchants  in  this  profecuti on,  either  have  no  meaning 
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this  treaty  fhould  end  fairly,  and  fe  they  put  it  obfti^ 
nately  upon  that  fingle  point,  and  in  that  form  which 
they  know  will  never  be  granted  \  or  elie  they  aim  at 
gaining  an  occafion  of  railing  new  difputes  with  the 
Dutch,  whenever  they  find  a  conjuncture  for  it ;  there 
feeming  fome  reafon  for  the  Dutch  opinion,  that  a- 
greeing  upon  an  article  as  ours  propofe  it,  we  may  fall 
into  new  contefls  upon  the  extent  and  interpretation 
-of  it  whenever  we  pleafe.  If  this  laft  end  be  in  the 
bottom  of  this  bufmefs,  and  it  be  taken  up  or  coun- 
tenanced by  his  maje^y  or  his  minifters,  upon  reafon 
of  (late,  and  we  make  our  provifions,  and  take  all  our 
meafures  accordingly  *,  for  ought  I  know  it  is  a  wife, 
and  may  prove  an  honourable  counfel  in  time,  at  leaft  if 
the  prefcnt  (late  of  affairs  inChriftendom  mould  change 
by  any  fudden  or  unexpected  revolution.  But  if  our 
merchants,or  thofe  who  influence  them  in  this  matter, 
mean  no  fuch  thing  as  a  conclufion  of  the  treaty  •, 
but  only  by  the  depending  of  fuch  difputes  to  leave 
an  unkindnefs  and  weaknefs  in  our  alliance,  which 
may  in  time  (hake  the  foundations  of  it,  and  make 
way  for  new  meafures  on  one  fide  or  other,  which  will 
In  time  prove  deftru&ive  to  both  ;  I  cannot  but  inter- 
pret this  as  the  effect  of  their  diftafte  or  envy  at  the 
king's  prefent  miniftry,  and  the  courfeofhis  counfels, 
which  have  not  gained  greater  honour  abroad,  nor 
perhaps  fafety  and  good-will  at  home,  by  any  thing, 
than  by  our  late  alliances  fo  renowned  here,  and  there- 
by the  flop  mm  have  given  to  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
greatneis.  And  therefore  it  muff  come  from  the  in  - 
fluence  of  fome,  who  would  be  glad  to  fee  not  only 
our  alliance  fhaken  or  changed  abroad,  but  our  mini- 
ftry at  home  too  •,  which  I  fhall  be  forry  to  fee,  till 
the  kino-  can  find  better  hands  for  himfelf  and  the 
kingdom  to  place  it  in  :  and  whenever  that  happens, 
as  much  as  I  am  your  lordfhip's  fervant,  I  (hall  be 
very  well  contented,  and  fo  I  dare  fay  will  you  too, 

it 


and  other  Mimjiers  of  State.  49 

If  your  lordfhipfhould  imagine  any  particular  envy  or 
pique  at  me  or  my  employment  here  may  have  con- 
tributed to  the  difficulties  which  have  fucceeded  in  this 
bufinefs ;  and  that  our  merchants,  or  thofe  that  in- 
fluence them,  believe  it  would  thrive  better  in  any  other 
hand*  I  will  beg  of  you  not  to  be  fwayed  by  confi- 
derations  of  kindnefs  to  me  in  a  matter  of  public  con- 
cernment ;  nor  to  fear,  that  whenever  this  employment 
falls  you  mall  be  troubled  with  me  at  home,  as  great 
minifters  ufe  to  be  with  men  out  of  office  :  for  while 
the  king's  bufinefs  goes  well,  it  is  not  two  firaws  mat- 
ter whether  fuch  a  body  as  I  have  any  fhare  in  it  or  no^ 
And  there  is  an  end  of  all  the  reflexions  I  have  had 
upon  the  mod  troublefome  and  untoward  bufinefs 
that,  I  thank  God,  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  or,  I  hope* 
mall  ever  have  again  :  and  perhaps  I  am  miflaken  in 
them  all.  However,  if  your  lordfhip  can  pardon  this, 
you  fhall  be  fure  not  to  be  troubled  in  hafte  with  any 
more  of  it  from,  my  lord,  yours,  &?rj 

To  my  lord  Arlington 'i 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  7,  N.  S.  1669; 

IWas  very  glad  to  find  your  lordfhip,  in  your  lan% 
upon  your  journey  into  the  country,  becaufe  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  the  exercife  or  diverfions  you  ufu- 
ally  allow  yourfelf,  are  what  your  health  requires,  and 
what  your  cares  and  troubles  deferve  I  am  fure, 
in  the  profpect  I  have  of  them,  I  am  fofar  fromenvy^ 
ing  them  with  all  their  gay  circumftanees,  that  I  think 
your  lordfhip  has  a  very  hard  bargain  of  them  altoge- 
ther •,  unlefs  it  be  one  day  made  up  to  you  by  the  glory 
and  fatisfa<ftion  of  fome  great  fuccefs  in  thepurfuityou 
intend  of  his  majefry's  and  the  kingdom's  honour, 
iafety,  and  happinefs ;  which  I  doubt  will  need  fome 
ftronger  counfels  than  men  feem  at  prefent  difpofed 
to  :  but  this  is  none  of  my  bufinefs. 

Vol.  I!,  E  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  give  your  lordfhip  any  account  of  what 
you  fay  is  made  a  great  matter  of  by  fomebody  to  & 
private  hand,  about  the  difficulties  intended  by  Spain 
in  the  two  kit  Swedifh  payments,  with  defign  of  mak- 
ing new  demands  :  I  am  only  in  pain  at  prefent  to  fee 
the  firft  payment  finifhed,  which  is  not  yet  arrived,  but 
expected  by  the  firft  courier.  When  that  is  done,  and 
the  guaranty  delivered  by  Sweden,  as  well  as  us  and 
Holland,  I  fhall  be  in  no  great  fear  beiides  that  of  the 
Spanifh  king's  death,  or  of  Spain  falling  into  fome 
agreement  or  other  with  France  for  the  exchange  of 
Flanders,  by  feeing  fo  great  a  war  ftill  entailed  upon  it* 
and  their  neighbours  unwilling  to  fhare  fo  far  in  their 
dangers,  as  perhaps  it  were  our  and  the  Dutch  intereft 
to  do.  I  am  fure  in  the  prefent  poflure  of  that  mon- 
archy, if  I  were  of  their  council,  I  mould  be  of  advice 
to  do  it  whenever  France  would  be  content  upon  it  to 
quit  all  pretence  to  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  $ 
and  perhaps  it  were  wife  for  France  to  get  Flanders  by 
that  or  any  other  quiet  condition  :  for  within  two  years 
after  he  were  well  pofTerTed  of  that  little  fpot  of  ground 
I  doubt  no  prince  or  ftate  in  Chriftendom  would  pre- 
tend to  difpute  any  more  with  him  then,  than  the  Spa<- 
niard  does  now.  But  thefe  are  events  to  be  confidered 
ty  men  in  greater  fpheres  than  I  am,  and  perhaps- 
deferve  to  be  a  little  more  thought  on  than  they 
are. 

I  have  received  and  returned  a  vifit  with  the  French 
ambaffador ;  fo  that  we  are  upon  as  good  terms  as 
can  be.  My  lord  Culpepper  palled  this  way  laft  week ; 
and  upon  that  occafion  I  cannot  but  defire  your  lord- 
Ihip  to  let  me  know  more  particularly  from  you,  how 
I  am  to  treat  any  Englifh  lord  as  to  the  hand  and  door  ir* 
my  own  houfe :  for  though  the  French  example  is  given- 
me,  as  to  all  public  minifters,  yet  there  is  nothing 
Specified  as  to  other  perfons  •,  and  if  1  am  to  follow' 
it  in  this  and  other  particulars^  1  defire  to  have  fome- 

thing 
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thing  from  his  majefty's  pofitive  commands  to  bear  md 
out,  as  the  French  ambaffadors  have,  and  as  methinks 
the  cafe  deferves :  fince  I  am  told,  the  innovation  be- 
gan in  monfieurCominges's  time  in  England,  and  that,- 
before  the  orders  he  received  in  it,  he  gave  the  hand 
to  all  gentlemen  of  quality  in  England  *  arid  to  all  per- 
fons  of  great  quality  or  families,  though  of  his  own  na- 
tion :  and  that  my  lord  St.  Albans  ever  gave  it  to  all 
Englifh  lords  while  he  was  ambafTador  at  Paris : 
though  it  feems  my  lord  Holies  changed  it  upon  the 
French  ambaflador's  doing  lb  in  England. 

I  know  not  what  my  father  faid  to  your  lordfriip  con- 
cerning the  trifle  you  mention  in  the  end  of  your  let- 
ter :  and  I  am  fure  you  might  very  well  have  fpared 
^ourfelf  the  trouble  of  taking  notice  of  it  3  as  I  may; 
do  of  giving  you*r  lordmip  any  farther  affurances  of 
what  will  never  fail  you  ;  which  is  the  hearty  paflion 
and  truth  wherewith  I  am  and  ever  mall  be*  my  lord, 
your  iordfhip's,  &V. 

To  Sir  Charles  Wolfety. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  10, N.  S.  166*9. 

1  Received  fdme  time  fince  the  favour  of  a  letter  front 
you  of  May  9th  ;  but  hearing  by  your  fort  that 
toil  had  foon  after  left  the  town,  arid  finding  how  ill 
fortune  one  of  mine  had  met  with  in  lying  five  or  fix 
months  before  it  came  to  your  hands,  I  omitted  the 
acknowledging  yours  till  I  might  prefume  on  finding 
you  fooner  by  my  father's  conveyance,  to  whofe  care 
i  have  committed  this,  upon  information  of  his  jour- 
ney by  your  houfe  into  Ireland.  Were  it  riot  for  ac- 
quitting my  debt,  and  aiTuring  you  of  your  fbn's 
health,  and  welcome  here  while  it  may  be  any  eafe  to 
you  or  improvement  to  him,  I  fhould  have  little  to 
bear  me  out  in  giving  you  this  trouble  :  fof  the  return 
of  your  compliments  would  but  multiply  them  be- 
tween us ;  and  that  is  a  fort  of  exercife.  in  which  I  am 

E  2  foon 
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foon  out  of  breath,  as  having  but  a  fmall  flock  of 
thofe  more  refined  imaginations  which  are  required  to* 
make  up  any  great  abilities  in  that  kind.  Therefore 
I  mall  end  an  empty  ilHetter  as  foon  as  I  can  •,  but  not 
without  the  profeffions  of  my  being,  fir,  your  moil: 
humble  fervant. 


To  the  Spanijh  ambaffador. 


Hague,  Aug. 
My  Lord,  I3,N.S.  1669. 
I  Was  in  hopes  the  affair  now 
y  under  debate  could  have 
met  with  no  reply  to  what  I 
writ  yefterday  to  your  excel- 
lency :  but  having  obferved  the 
contrary  by  yours  of  this  even- 
ing,. I  am  obliged  to  fay,  that 
I  thought,  upon  our  laft  con- 
ference, 1  had  left  your  excel- 
lency entirely  perfuaded,  that 
theconftable  was  in  the  wrong 
to  raife  a  difficulty  about  the 
firft  payment  upon  the  concert 
propofed,  becaufe  there  was 
no  mention  of  it  in  the  aft 
figned  by  your  excellency.  I 
fh all  fay  farther,  that  you  have 
reafon  at  prefent,  if  in  that  acl 
you  fhall  find  (either  exprelled 
or  implied)  thefe  words  of  the 
guaranty,  Y  las  inflrumentos 
neceffarios  dependi0.es  de  ella. 
If  thefe  words  ar£||ot  there, 
the  party  contracting  cannot 
bring  them  in  by  any  interpre- 
tation of  his  own,  without 
confent  of  the  other  party,  or 
fentence  of  fome  arbitrator : 
bcfidcsjthat  this  of  the  concert 
does- 


A  1'AmbafladeuF 
d'Efpagne. 

De  la  Haye,  le  13 
Monfieur,  Aout.S.  N.  1669. 

J  Avals  efpere  que  F  affaire 
d'ont  il  s'agit  a  prefent  ne 
trcuveroit  plus  dtobjiacles,  & 
qu'il  n'y  auroit  point  de  replique 
a  ce  que  fecrivis  bier  a  P.  E. 
Mais  comme  fay  vule  contraire 
par  voire  lettre  ecrite  ce  fair 
meme,je  me  crois  oblige  de  dire? 
qu' Urn*  avoit  pant  que  le  fruit  de 
notre  derniere  conference  avoit 
ete  de  laiffer  V*  E.  pleinement 
perfuadee,  que  le  connetable  de 
Caff i lie  avoit  tort  de  fufciter  line 
difficulte  touchant  le  premier 
payement  fur  le  concert  propose, 
puifqu'  tin  en  eft  point  fait  men*. 
tion  dans  Facie  figne  par  V.  E~ 
J'ajouteray  a  cela,  que  vous  cm- 
liex  aujourdhuy  raifon,  ft  dans 
cet  acle  vous  trouviez  Guexprimes 
ou  foufentendus  les  mots  de  gua  - 
r antic,  Y  los  inflrumentos  ne- 
ceiTarios  dependientes  de  el- 
la.  Si  pareils  mots  n'y  font  pas,. 
un  des  partis  contraclans  nepeut- 
pas  les  yfaire  entrerpar  une  in- 
terpretation de  fa  fa^on,  a  mains 
que  le  confent emcnt  •  de  Fau-- 
tre  parii  inttrvienne,  ou  que  de 
part. 
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Si 


does  not  abfolutely  or  of  ne- 
ceffity  import  any  thing  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  guaranty :  for, 
provided  we  execute  it  as  the 
wants  of  Spain  require,  it  is 
of  no  importance  whether  it 
be  done  with  fuch  or  fuch  a 
number  of  troops,  either  of 
one  or  the  other  nation,  fince 
that  is  to  be  concerted  accord- 
ing to  the  different  interefts  or 
conveniences  of  each  party  : 
and  it  may  happen  that  the 
attack  from  France  may  be  fo 
powerful,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  each  of  us  to  affift 
you  with  all  the  forces  we  can 
raife  or  equip,  according  to 
the  general  guaranty,  and  not 
according  to  any  concert  of 
forces  fpecified  in  the  treaty. 


1  do  not  accufe  Spain  of  any 
want  of  fincerity  in  all  this  af- 
fair, but  only  of  readinefs  and 
freenefs  to  confent  to,  and  ac- 
complifh  what  was  abfolutely 
necefTary  for  engaging  Sweden 
in  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace.  And  on  the  other  fide, 
your  excellency  cannot  accufe 
the  fincerity  of  the  king  mv 
matter ;  who  at  the  loweft 
of  your  affairs,  and  when 
Flanders  was  defperate,  gave 
the  firft  helping  hand  (when 
the  princes  neareft  allied  to 
Xhe  crown-of  Spain  would  have 
nothing 


part  Cif  d?  autre  on  convienne  de 
s'en  rapporter  a  la  decifion  d'uri 
arbitre  \  fans  center  que  celuy 
de  concert  luy-meme  n*  import* 
point  abfolument  ni  neceffaire- 
ment  a  la  fecurite  de  la  gua- 
rantie :  car  pourvu  que  nous 
^executions  felon  le  befoin  des 
affaires  d'Efpagne,  il  import- 
era  peu  qiiavec  tin  tel  ou  un  tel 
n ombre  de  troupes,  ou  que  ces 
troupes  appartiennent  a  une  des 
deux  nations  plutot  qu'd  l' au- 
tre ;  car  ft  lyon  doit  agir  de  con- 
cert £  eft  felon  les  divers  inter  its 
£s?  les  differ entes  commodites  de 
chacune  des  parties.  Etmeme 
il  peut  ar river,  que  les  invafi* 
ons  &  les  at  t  a  que  s  de  la  France 
feroient  ft  redoubtables,  qu'ilfera 
neceffaire  que  chacun  de  nous  raft 
femble  tout  ce  qiiilpeut  deforces 
fur  pied,  ayant  egard  a  I' inten- 
tion de  la  guarantie  en  general^ 
Cff  non  a  quelques  cas  particuliers 
fpecifies  dans  le  traite. 

Je  riaccufe  pas  VEfpagne 
d?  avoir  manque  de  ftneerite  dans 
tout  le  cours  de  cette  affaire,  mais 
a" avoir  manque  de  promptitude 
&  francbife  a  accomplir  ce  qui 
leur  etoit  abfolument  neceffaire 
pour  engager  la  Suede  dans  la 
confervativn  de  la  paix  ;  fur  ce- 
la  je  diray  aufft a  V.  E.  quelle 
ne  peut  pas  accufer  la  ftneerite 
du  roy  mon  maitre  ;  lors  que 
Vetat  de  vos  affaires  etoit  le  plus 
deplore,  Cff  que  tous  les  pa'is- 
bas  etoient  comme  au  defefpoir, 
il  a  le  premier  mis  la  main  a 
Vouvroge  (quand  les  princes  les 
E  3  plus{ 
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nothing  to  do  in  it)  contracted 
jjiis  alliances  laft  winter,  fent  a 
fleet  to  fea  the  Cummer  follow- 
ing, Cent  ambafTadors  to  Ai? 
la  Chapelle,  founded  the  triple 
alliance,  and  follicited  other 
princes  to  join  in  it:  arid  all 
(his  only  to  begin  and  pro- 
cure a  peace,  wherein  neither 
his  dominions  nor  people  were 
concerned  ;  nor  (with  permif 
lion  of  great  reafoners)  had 
any  profpecl  of  future  dangers, 
but  what  would  concern  the 
empire  and  all  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom,  before  his  ma- 
jefty  or  his  kingdoms  could  be 
'expofed  to  it.  r 


For  what  your  excellency 
defires  to  know,  why  mon- 
fieur Marechal  having  faid, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
concluding  and  ratifying  the 
concert,  there  ftiould  notwith- 
standing prove  to  be  any  in 
doing  it  at  prefent ;  I  will  tell 
you,  that  the  two  minifters 
of  Sweden,  in  all  that  has  paf- 
fed  between  us,  have  not  on- 
ly faid,  but  frill  perfift,  that 
;hey  were  ready  to  enter  into 
the  faid  concert,  and  intended 
to  do  fo  before  monfieur  Ma- 
zechal  goes  from  hence  (upon 
which 


plus  proches  de  la  couronne  d?Ef* 
pagne  n'y  vouloient  pas  toucher) 
tout  Phyver  dernier  fa  majejle 
a  employe  a  fair  traiter  fes  al- 
liances,  &  a  faire  cquiper  une 
flote  qui  a  paru  en  mer ;  Pete 
fuivante  il  a  envoys  fes  ambaf- 
fadeurs  a  Aix  la  Chapelle,  il  q 
cemente  la  trifle  alliance,  Cif 
fait  foliciter  divers  pr vices  de, 
s'yjoindre  en  plus  grand  mm, re: 
tout  cela  dans  la  veue  £  ache- 
miner  &  de  procurer  une  p'Ax% 
qui  ne  rendoit  rien  a  jes  etats 
ni  a  fes  peuples,  puifque  les  uns 
&  les  autres  etoient  a  couvert 
des  ravages  de  la  guerre.  Car 
malgre  tout  ce  qu'il  plait  aux 
grands  difcoyreurs  d'injinuer  & 
de  puhlier,  les  dangers  qui  me- 
nacent  P Angleterre,  Cif"  que  la 
politique  a  du  prevoir,  ces  dan- 
gers regardoient  iff  P empire  en 
particulier,  &  tout  la  chretiente 
en  general  de  plus  pres  que  fa 
majejle  &  fes  royaumes. 

P.  E.  demande,  pourquoy 
monfieur  Marechal  ayant  dit 
qu'il  riy  auroit  aucune  difficulty 
a  conclure  cif  a  ratifier  le  con- 
cert)  il  s'y  en  trouve  pourtant 
aujourdhuy  ;  je  vous  diray  fur 
cela,  que  les  deux  mini/Ires  de 
Suede  fur  tous  les  pqintsJifcutes 
entre  eux  &  nous  non  feule,- 
ment  nous  ont  dit,  mats  Us  per^ 
fifleni  toujours  a  dire,  qtCil\ 
'etoient  prets  a  entrer  dans  le  dit 
concert,  qu'ils  avoient  meme 
pretendu  le  faire  avant  le  depart 
de  monfieur  Marechal,  quelque 
prefse  qu'il  paroijfe;  que  leur 
penses 
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which  however  he  is  extreme- 
ly prefTed)  but  that  they  never 
intended  to  enter  into  it  before 
the  payment  of  the  firft  fubfi- 
dies,  which  ought  to  have 
been  made  upon  the  mutual 
delivery  of  the  ratification ; 
faying  withal,  that  they  would 
never  allow  that  this  money 
ought  to  pafs  for  payment  of 
the  particular  aids  they  were 
to  give  Spain  by  virtue  of  the 
triple  alliance.  I  have  always 
found  them  fo  ftiff  upon  that 
point,  that  I  have  been  a  long 
time  in  defpair  of  overcoming 
their  nicety:  it  remains  there- 
fore to  Spain  to  confider  whe- 
ther the  guaranty  of  three  fuch 
powers  be  worth  giving  this 
little  fatisfa&ion  to  Sweden ; 
and  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  to  the  purpofe,when  the 
fecond  term  expires  to  prefs 
us  then  upon  the  concert,  if 
you  fhall  not  fee  it  finiflied  : 
but  by  all  means  to  procure 
as  foon  as  poflible,  that  the 
general  guaranty  be  put  into 
your  hands:  and  I  do  not 
doubt,  but  according  to  the 
difpofitions  I  fee  on  all  fides, 
that  the  concert  will  quickly 
follow,  though  your  excellen- 
cy mould  no  more  concern 
yourfelf  with  urging  us  to 
what  we  are  drawn  by  the  in- 
tereft  of  every  particular  party 
as  well  as  the  public. 

I  wifh  your  excellency 
health  and  happinefs ;  and 
am,  OV. 

To 


pensee  tf  a  jamais  ete  d'attendre 
a  fu'ire  cette  demarche ',  que  U 
payement  des  premiers  fubfides9 
fixe  au  terns  que  Vechange  de 
ia  ratification  fir oh  delivree.  lis 
ajoutem  d  cela,  qu'ils  ne  confen- 
tiront  jamais,  que  cet  argent 
pw.ffe  paffer  pour  le  prix  &  la 
recompense  quits  s*  engager  oient 
de  donner  a  I'Efpagne  en  vertu 
de  la  triple  alliance.  "Je  les  ay 
trouves  ft  voids  fur  cet  article^ 
que  fay  defefpere  il  y  a  longtems 
de  vaincre  leur  delicateffe.  11 
rejle  done  pour  VEfpagne  a  ex- 
aminer &  a  bien  pefer,  ft  la 
guar  ant  le  de  trots  puiffances  telle* 
que  celles  qui  fe  prefentent,  nt 
vout  pas  bien  qu'on  cede  a  la 
Suede  la  legerefatisfaclion  quelle 
demande.  "Je  voudrois  que  VEf- 
pagne confiderat,  s'il  ne  feroit 
pas  plus-  a  propos  d'attendre  a 
nous  preffer  fur  h  concert,  qui 
le  termc  du  fecond  payement  fut 
ecbeu,  ft  tout  netoit  entierement 
conclu  ;  mais  en  tout  cas  de  pro  • 
curer  au  plutot  que  la  guarantie 
generale  vousfoit  mife  en  mains* 
Je  ne  doute  pas,  veu  les  difpo- 
fitions ou  je  trouve  tous  les  ef- 
prits,  que  le  concert  ne  fuhe 
immediatement,  &  fans  que  V. 
E.  ait  la  peine  de  nous  preffer 
davantage:  en  cette  rencontre 
notre  propre  interet  fe  trouve 
joint  a  celuy  du  publique. 


Jefiuhaite  a  V.  E.  la  J ante 
iff  laprofperite  quelle  defire ;  fcf 
fuis*  &c. 
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To  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,       Al  Ambaxador  de  Efpanna, 


Hague,  Aug.  14, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1669. 
"I  Received  your  excellency's 
•*•  letter  laft  night,  as  I  was 
jmaking  my  difpatches  for  Eng- 
land, in  which  I  immediate- 
ly enclofed  it,  that  the  king 
my  rnafter  may  fee  in  what 
this  affair  has  ended.  For  the 
complaints  your  excellency  is 
pleafed  to  make  of  me,  as  ha- 
ving hindered  inftead  of  ad- 
vancing an  agreement  fo 
much  defired  ;  J  fhall  not  de- 
fend my  felf  with  words,  if  my 
actions  have  not  done  it ;  nor 
think  myfelf  obliged,  whatever 
has  paffed  in  this  affair,  to 
give  account  of  it  to  any  body 
but  the  king  my  rnafter.  I 
am  not  the  firff  minifter, 
whofe  fsrvices  to  Spain  have 
had  no  returns  but  of  reproach 
2nd  ingratitude,  which  I  fhall 
not  lay  to  heart,  fince  our  part 
is  only  to  obey.  However,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  had  been 
more  prudence  in  the  Spanifh 
minifters  to  acknowledge  all 
£he  king  my  rnafter  has  treated 
and  done  for  18  months  paft: 
in  favour  of  that  crown,  than 
to  accufe  his  majefty  upon 
every  occafion,  either  to  have 
done  nothing,  or  only  what 
he  found  convenient  to  him- 
felf :  fince  the  true  way  of  en  - 
gaging  a  generous  mind  in  new 
obligations^  is,  to  be  thankful 
for 


De  la  Haya,  Aug, 
Exmo.  Senr.  14, S.N.  1669, 
ANocbe  recebi  la  de  V.  E. 
"**■  Jiandome  en  mis  difpacbos, 
para  la  Inglaticra,  en  los  quale s 
la  be  luego  encerrado,  para  que 
vea  el  rey  mi  fennor  en  que' 
punto  a  par  ado  ejle  negocio.  Por 
lo  que  fe  va  F.  E.  quexando  de 
mi,  como  el  que  atrafava  el  con- 
cierto  tan  deffeado,  en  lugar  de 
encaminarlo  ;  yo  ne  me  voy  de-? 
fendiendo  con  razones,  ft  las  ob- 
ras  no  me  defienden.  Sea  lo  que 
fuera  de  mi,  que  no  tengo  de 
refponder  a  ninguno  de  lo  que 
hago  en  efta  materia,  Jl  no  al 
rey  mi  fennor ,  y  no  foy  yo  el 
primero  minijlro  a  quien  avien- 
do  bien  merecido  de  Efpanna,  fe 
lo  reconoce  con  defa grade  eerie  to- 
dos  fus  officios ;  pero  no  importa, 
porque  no  tenemos  nos-otros  otra 
parte  en  los  negocios,  ft  no  de 
obediencia.  A  lo  menos  me  pare^e 
que  los  minijlros  de  Efpanna 
hizieran  mas  prudentemente  de 
agradecer  al  rey  mi  fennor, 
loque  ha  negociado  y  obrado  def- 
pues  de  anno  y  medio  pajfados  en 
favor  de  las  cofas  de  e/la  corona, 
que  no  de  accufar  fu  mageflad  a 
cada  punto,  0  de  no  haver  hecho 
nada,  0  averlo  todo  hecho  por  fu 
propria  convenientia  ;  porque  el 
verdadero  medio  para  empennar 
un  efpiritu  generofo  en  nuevos 
beneficios,  es  agradecerle  algo  de 
los  pajfados,  y  mas  prejle  agran* 
sdecer 


and  other  Minijiers  of  State. " 
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for  the  old,  and  rather  encreafe 
Chan  leffen  what  a  king  and 
a  friend  has  done,  at  leaft 
with  fo  much  defire  of  fuc- 
ceeding  well. 

Since  your  excellency  is 
pleafed  to  give  fo  wrong  a  turn 
to  what  I  writ  with  fo  good 
intentions,  I  will  fay  nothing 
to  excufe  it,  but  ftill  repeat 
what  I  faid  before;  that  to  me 
it  feems  more  reafonable  that 
you  fhould  prefs  the  Swedifti 
minifters  upon  this  agreement, 
5if  you  think  the  time  of  the 
fecond  fubfidies  not  yet  run 
out :  becaufe  it  is  plain,  that 
the  fir  ft  payment  (byyourown 
acl)  was  to  be  made  upon  the 
fio-ning  the  ratifications  of  the 
guaranty,  without  any  other 
condition ;  and  there  being 
three  diftincT:  acls  from  the 
three  parties,  j^our  excellency 
has  very  artificially  made  men- 
tion both  of  that  of  the  gua- 
ranty, and  the  other  of  con- 
cert, whereas  that  of  the  gua- 
ranty ought  only  to  be  given 
to  Spain ;  and  that  of  concert, 
butcommunicated  as  an  agree- 
ment between  the  three  parties 
entered  into  the  triple  alliance. 
With  all  this,  your  excellen- 
cy may  fee,  that  when  I  faid 
this,  I  told  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  there  was  no  doubt, 
after havinggiven  the  guaran- 
ty, and  that  the  Swedes  had 
received  their  firft  payment, 
the  agreement  would  be  con- 
certed too  x  and  this  I  ftill  be- 
lieye 


decer  que  no  yr  fiempre  difmi- 
nuyenod)  lo  que  tin  rey  ami  go  a  he- 
cho  a  la  menos  conbuena  volun- 
tad. 

Puefque  V.  E.  fe  gufiade  to* 
mar  a  tuerto  loque  yo  he  efcrhto 
a  derecho^  yo  no  le  he  de  impedir, 
pero  me  voy  rediziendo>  qm  a  mi 
parecer  tuviera  ??ias  razon  de 
appretar  los  miniflros  de  Suecia 
fobre  ejle  concierto,  fi  vcyra  que 
no  fe  havra  acabado  al  fegundo 
termino  de  los  fubfdios  ;  porque 
es  cofa  evidente  por  fu  propria 
alio,  que  elprimero  pagamienio 
fe  ha  de  cumplir  con  la  extradi- 
tion de  las  ratifications  de  la 
guarencia  fin  otra  condicion;  y 
quefiendo  tres  aclos  diftinclos  de 
las  tres  partes,  por  ejh  V.  E.  a 
hecho  mencion  de  los  aclos  degua- 
rentia,  y  otro  de  concierto  como 
V.  E.  va  concluyendo  aora  con 
mucha  agudeza,  porque  el  atlo 
de  concierto  no  fe  devia  dar  a  la 
Efpanna  como  el  de  la  guarentia9 
ft  no  communicarla  folamenie  co- 
mo un  accuerdo  entre  las  partes 
de  la  triple  allianca.  Con  todo 
ejla  muy  bien  pudiera  ver  V.  E. 
que  en  diziendo  ejlo  he  dicho  tan 
bien  que  no  havia  duda.,  que  def- 
pues  de  haver  dado  las  guar  en- 
tias,  y  recebido  la  Suecia  el  di- 
ner o  del  primer o  termino, fe  aca- 
bara  el  concierto^  y  lo  creo  tan 


lien 
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Sieve  from  the  intereft  the 
.Swedes  have  in  it,  to  fecure  the 
other  payments ;  and  Holland 
yet  more  either  to  preferve  the 
peace,  or  in  cafe  a  war  fhould 
happen,  to  fecure  a  ftrongand 
powerful  defence  from  Flan- 
ders, which,  next  to  their  own 
towns,  is  what  they  are  near- 
er! concerned  in.  I  muft  repeat 
again  what  I  faid  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  if  the  Swedes  and 
the  Dutch  can  find  the  way  of 
agreeing  this  affair,  it  will 
never  be  laid  to  the  king  my 
mafter's  charge  if  they  do  not 
fee  a  good  end  of  it.  But  I 
have  entered  deep  enough  in- 
to  the  thoughts  of  the  Swedes 
upon  this  point,  to  be  abfo- 
Jutely  of  opinion,  that  they 
will  never  confent  to  the  agree- 
ment, till  they  have  received 
their  firft  payment.  Monfieur 
Marechal  having  only  heard 
fome  exprefijon  of  your  excel- 
lency's upon  this  affair,  came 
immediately  to  defire  I  would 
go  to  you,  and  inform  myfelf 
of  the  truth  of  it,  and  bring  a 
pofitive  anfvver  from  you  ; 
jwearing,  that  if  this  v/ere 
your  refolution,  the  Swedes 
could  very  well  content  them- 
felves  without  the  money : 
and  that  for  his  part,  he  was 
refolved  to  leave  the  Hague 
to-morrow ;  and  about  four  or 
£ve  days  ago,  monfieur  Ap- 
pleboom  fent  his  fecretary  to 
tell  me,  he  had  heard  fome- 
thing  to  this  purpofe,  of  your 
excel}eacy  ; 


bien  porque  veo  a  la  Sttecia  inter* 
ejjada  en  ello  por  affeguarfe  de 
los  otros  terminos,  y  tan  bien  por 
lo  que  cfpera  en  fnccediendo  la 
guerra  y  la  Olandajia  aun  mas 
interejfada  para  afjegurar  tanta 
mas  ia  paz,  o  en  cafo  de  guerra 
une  fuerie  y  bajlanie  defenfa  del 
pays^  baxo  como  tocando  les  muy 
apretadamente  y  mas  que  otra 
cofa  defpues  de  fus  proprlas  villas* 
T  lo  que  he  dicho   del   rey 


mi 


fennor^  lo  digo  otra  vez  que  ac- 
cordandofela  Sueciay  la  Olanda 
en  las  particularidades  del  con- 
cierto,  no  tendra  afu  mageflad 
de  no  Qccobarlo.  Pero  avi en- 
dome  yo  harto  efcudrinnado  los 
fentimentos  de  los  Suecos  en  ejle 
negocio,foy  enter amente  del  par- 
efer  que  nunca  ban  de  tocar  at 
concierto  antes  de  haver  recebida 
el  primero  termino  \  porque  el 
fennor  Marechal  aviendo  enten- 
dido  folamente  alguna  cofita  que 
V,  E.  avia  dicho  a  ejlepropofito, 
me  venia  luego  fupplicar  de  yr 
me  a  V*  E>  di  informar  me  delloy 
y  tirar  una  refpuejia  caregoricq 
fobra  ejla  materia  ;  jurando  tal 
fuejfa  la  refolution  de  V»  E.  que 
la  Sued  a  fe paffaria  muy  bien  del 
diner  a  ;  y  que  para  elflava  de* 
terminado  defalirlamannana  de 
la  Hay  a.  Yno  ay  mas  que  qua?- 
tro  o  cinco  dias  que  elfennor  Ap- 
pleboom  me  ha  empiado  fu  fecre- 
tario  para  quexarfe  de  la  mifmQ 
manera  di  haver  lafegunda  vez 
entendido  tal  cofa  de  V,  E.  en 
ello.     Pero  ft   puede   difponer 


and. other  Mimjiers  of  State. 


excellency  ;  and  to  complain 
of  it.  But  if  you  can  other- 
wife  difpofe  both  the  Swedes 
and  the  Dutch,  as  to  me  it 
feems  by  your  letter  you  ima- 
gine, I  fhall  extremely  rejoice 
at  your  fuccefs,  and  applaud 
your  diligence,  though  you 
are  fo  little  pleafed  with  mine. 
I  cannot  tell  how  I  came  to 
engage  fo  far  in  a  language  I 
know  fo  imperfectly  :  if  you 
do  underftand  me,  it  is  all  I 
defire.  God  preferve  your 
excellency  many  years.  1  kifs 
your  excellency's  hands,  and 

Your  mod  fumble  fervantf 
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y  los  Suecosy  los  QIandezes  de  o? 
tra  manerq  (como  me  parece 
immaginar  en  fu  carta)  para 
mime  huelgare  de  fu fuccejfb,  y 
mucho  he  de  alabarjus  diligentias7 
aunque  tampocofe  contenta  de  las 
mias. 


No  fe  como  me  he  empannado 
tan  adelante  en  mi  geregonfa  d* 
EfpannoL  V.  E.  le  ha  de  par* 
donnary  con  que  le  hecha  de  en-r 
tender,  hajla,  Guarde  Dios  a 
V,  E,  los  annos  que  la  deffeo. 


B.L.  M.D.V.E.  &c. 


Aouft, ....  1 66g9 
Sentence  donnee  fur  l'affaire  de  Portugal  &  de  la 
Hollande,  par  l'ambafTadeur  de  l'Angleterre, 
a  qui  les  deux  parties  avoient  remis  la  decifion 
finale  de  leurs  differences,  non  pas  comme 
ambaffadeur  d'Angleterre,  mais  comme  Che- 
valier Temple. 

MOnfteur  r  ambaffadeur  de  Portugal  J&  monfieur  It 
penfionnaire  de  Witt  ayant  trouve  a  propos  de 
communiques  a  V ambaffadeur  d'Angleterre  les  points  qui 
cnt  efiefi  longtems  en  difpute  fur  Vaccommodement  propose 
fntre  le  Portugal  &  la  Hollande ; 

Le  dit  ambaffadeur  fiAngleterre  a  trouve  fur  la  premiere 
conference  avec  les  deux  parties,  que  la  principale  difficult  e 
qui  reftoit  a  demeler,  eftcit  fur  la  maniere  de  fair e  les  deux 
'millions  cinq  cent  milk  cruzados  qui  eftoient  accords  par  le 
Portugal  a  la  Hollande,  payable  a  dix  payements  egaux ; 
fejt  a  dire^  deux  cent  milk  cruzados  par  an, 

14 


60  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d*  Angle  ter  re  avoit  aujfi  remarqu'l 
dans  la  mefme  conference,  que  les  dwx  parties  eftcient  d* ac- 
cord que  lefdks  fakements  fe  feroient  par  les  droits  dufel  de 
Setuval,  &  qtSa  cet  effet  chadun  d'eux  avoit  propose  fon 
expedient ;  par  lequel  /edit  ambajfadeur  d9Angleterre  voyoit 
que  monfieur  V ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  fe  propofoit  que 
lefdits  payements  entiers  fe  feroient  par  V affignation  defdits 
droits  dufel  de  Setuval,  pour  le  terme  de  dixfept  ou  dixhuit 
'cms :  ei  que  monfieur  le  penfionnaire  de  Witt  fe  faifoit 
fort  que  ladite  debte  fe  pcurroit  entierement  fatisf aire  felon 
fon  expedient  par  lefdits  droits  aufel  de  Setuvaldans  le  terme 
de  vingt  &  deux,  ou  vingt  &  trois  ans. 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d3  /.ngleterre  ayant  aujfi  remarqut  que 
V accommodement  Jur  aucun  defdits  expedients  efioit  defefpere 
pour  les  difficult ez  fur  la  maniere  de  payer  les  inter  efts,  dont 
les  deux  parties  ne  pouvoieni  aucunement  venir  au  bout,  a 
trouve  bon  de propofer  comm-,  tin  expedient  entre  deux,  que  le 
Portugal ajfigneroit  a  la  Holla  nde  les  droits  dujelde  Setuval 
pour  r  fpdce  de  vingt  ans.  en  fatisfaclion  entiere  de  ladite 
debte,  ft  le  Portugal  ne  trouvoit  pas  que  la  Hollande  eut  re- 
ceu  fa,  fatisfaclion  entiere  en  moindre  terns  ;  &  qtfen.  tel  cas 
ledit  terme  feroit  ret  ranch:  apres  telle  fatisfaclion  achevee. 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d;  Angleterre  ay  ant  proposz  cet  expe- 
dient a  chacun  des  deux  parties,  monfieur  V ambajfadeur 
de  Portugal  a  pris  du  terns  pour  le  confiderer  •,  &  monfieur 
le  penficnnaire  Ta  accept  Jur  la  condition  fuivante,  fc avoir, 
Ji  dans  aucune  ann'e  dudit  terme,  lefdits  droits  du  fel  de 
Setuval  ne  montsront  pas  a  lavaleurde  cent  cin^uante  milk 
Irwzados,  qu'en  cecas  le  Portugal  dans  I 'annee  fuivante  fup- 
pl.era  enfelvaleur  de  ce  qu'on  trouvera  avoir  manque  a  la- 
dite r  ann'e  pr' cedent  e :  et  a  fin  que  les  payements  fe  pour- 
roient  parachever  en  moindre  temps,  le  Portugal  fobligeroit 
de  ne  haujfer  pas  le  prix  du  fel  pour  le  Hollandois,  ni  de 
Tabaijfer  pour  les  autrcs. 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d?  Angleterre  ay  ant  communique  le 
mefme  foir  a  V ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  ladite  acceptation 
fom  la  condition  mentionn  %  il  s'accorda  a  V expedient  de 

V  ambajfadeur 


ahd  other  Mintfters  of  State.  6t 

V  dmbaffadeur  d'Angleterre,  &  aujfi  a  la  condition  du  pen- 
fionnaire,  pour  ce  qui  eftoit  de  ni  hauffer  ni  abaijfer  le  prix 
dufel:  mais pour  T autre  partie  de  la  condition,  illarefufcit 
tntierement,  a  caufe  que  la  Hollander  eft  ant  affeureepar  la  de 
recevoir  en  fel  tout  ce  qui  manqueroit  chaque  annie  fur  les 
droits  du  fel  a  F  accomplijfement  de  cent  cinquante  milk  cru- 
zados,  fe  pouvoit  departir  de  tirer  dudit  Setuvalfi  grande 
quantite  dufel,  qu'elle  eftoit  accoutumee  de  tirer  chaque  an- 
nie par  le  pafje  ;  &  que  par  la  le  royaume  de  Portugal  fe. 
trouveroit  appauvri  afaut  dudit  debit  ordinaire  du  J  el,  &?• 
le  prince  fe  trouveroit  charge  d'aut ant  qifil  plairoit  a  la 
Hollande  fur  les  manquements  des  droits  annuels. 

Sur.ces  entrefaits  les  deux  parties  eft  ant  entries  encore 
dans  une  conference  avec  V  ambaffadleur  d*  Angle  t  err  e,  & 
ne  s9y  pouvant  pas  ace  order  non  plus  que  dans  la  pre  cedent  e, 
fur  aucun  des  expedients  proposes,  ils  ont  a  la  Jin  trouvs 
bon  de  convenir  enfemble  que  la  decifion  finale  de  louie'titie 
difpute  fe  feroit  par  F  arbitrage  abfclu-  dudit  ambaffadeur 
d  Angleierre,  pourveu  que  Vambaffadeur  de  Portugal  con- 
fentiroit  que  la  valeur-du  fel  fe  regleroit  entierement  par  les 
cruzados,,  fans  aucun  egard  a  la  valeur  des  reysfur  laquelle 
ily  a  eu  auffi  beaucoup  de  contraverfe  entre  les  deux  parties: 

En  vertu  de  cette  convention,  ledit  ambaffadeur  d'An-' 
gleterre  ayant  meurement  confidere  tout  ce  que  dejfus*  &?■ 
auffi  Vintereft  de  ces  deux  nations,  auffi  bien  que  de  lews 
yoifins  £s?  alliez,  que  cette  affaire  ft  longtcms  debattue,  fier 
puijfe  enfin  terminer  a  Vaimable,  &  ne  tirer  pas  aigreur- 
entre  les  deux  nations  par  des  difputes  ulierieures ;  declare 
(S  juge  que  le  premier  expedient  propose  par  ledit  ambaf^ 
fadeur  touchant  les vingt  annces  ayant  efte  d'ja  accept 3 par 
les  deux  parties,  derneurera  firme  &  valable  avec  ces  con- 
ditions, que  la  Hollande  fera  obligee  de  tirer  de  Setnval 
toutes  les  annces  durant  ledit  terme,  autant  de  fel  qifelle  ^ 
tire  dans  aucune  des  dix  ann  es  dernier ement  pafsees :  mais 
qu9  en  casque  par  ledit  debit  dufel,  les  droits  a  Setuvalne  mons- 
ter ont  pas  pour  t  ant  jufqties  a  cent  cinquanie  mille  cruzados 
dans  aucune  dnn:e  dudit  terme  de  vingt  ans,  que  le.  Portu^ 
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gal  fupphlra  enfel  Vannie  fuivante  ce  qui  aura  manque  M 
ladite  fomme,  pourveu  que  ledit  manquement  tf  ex  cede  pas  Id 
valeur  de  trente  mille  cruzados. 

Le  dit  ambaffadeur  d  Angleterre  juge  aujfi  equitable  que 
la  Hollande  ne  pretendra  autre  fatisfaclion  de  la  debtei 
hormis  lefdits  droits  du  fel  de  Setuval  four  ledit  terme  de 
tringt  anneesi 

Que  la  valeur  du  [el  f era  contce  par  cruzados,  fans  £* 
gard  a  quelque  autre  monnoyeipuifqu^ilnyy  a  eu  mention  dant 
le  traite  daucune  autre  efpece. 

Et  qtfen  cas  que  Portugal  trouvera  a  propos  de  dechar* 
ger  quelpte  part  de  la  debte  par  quelque  autre  moyen,  la 
Hollande  retranchera  aujfi  ledit  terme  en  proportion. 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  2*  N.  S.  1669V 

HAving  received  his  majefty's  letter  to  the  confla- 
ble  from  your  lordfhip's  hands,  I  thought  it  was5 
lit  for  me  to  return  his  anfwer  by  the  fame  way  :  andy 
that  not  having  matter  enough  to  furnifh  two  letters 
this  ordinary,  your  lordfhip  would  be  content  to  re- 
ceive the  whole  trouble  of  what  I  have  to  fay,  fince  you 
were  of  courfe  to  have  a  part  of  it. 

I  received  at  the  fame  time  with  this  of  his  majefly 
the  other  for  myfelf ;  and  the  fame  e&prefs  brought 
another  for  the  States  -,  I  doubt,  all  in  the  fame  ftyle  ? 
by  which  your  lordfhip  will  underftand  the  ill  ftate 
of  our  general  bufmefs  here.  Monfieur  Marechal  came 
yefterday  to  vifit  me,  and  told  me,  his  errand  was  to 
know  whether  I  could  propofe  any  new  way  of  draw- 
ing their  fatisfaclion  from  Spain  -s  if  not,  whether  I 
would  give  any  hopes  of  their  having  it  from  his  ma- 
jefly and  the  States :  and  if  neither  of  thefe,  what  I 
could  propofe  as  the  beft  way b  pour  for  tir  de  cette  affair  S 

*  To  get  out  of  this  affair  with  the  heft  grace;  and  without  tod 
much  notfe% 

de 
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ie  la  meilleure  grace ,  &  fans  trcp  de  bruit :  1  told 
him,  for  the  firft,  I  was  at  an  end  of  my  own  invention, 
but  fhould  not  fail  however  of  consulting  with  the 
Dutch  commiflioners,  whom  1  had  not  feen  fince  our 
anfwer  from  the  conftable.  For  the  fecond,  I  knew  he 
was  fo  fenfible  of  Sweden's  having  no  right  to  demand 
of  us  more  than  our  good  offices  in  this  particular,  that 
he  would  never  think  fit  to  prefs  us  any  farther  ;  and 
thofe  he  fhould  not  fail  of.  For  the  lad,  it  was  a  point 
1  was  very  loth  to  think  of;  but  when  it  was  neceffary, 
I  would  join  with  him  in  that  confideration,  but  would 
fain  believe  the  affair  was  not  yet  deperate.  He  fell 
into  great  complaints  of  the  Spanifh  minifters  here, 
and  of  their  laying  feveral  difcourfes  to  his  charge  which 
he  never  made ;  particularly  of  their  being  willing  to 
take  a  verbal  engagement  from  Spain  for  thirty  thou- 
fand crowns  a  month  in  time  of  war ;  which  he  pro- 
tefted  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  that  were,  to  ftand 
firmly  upon  having  affurance  for  the  whole  fixty  thou- 
fand  pretended  from  his  majefty  and  the  States,  and 
leave  us  to  find  our  fecurity  from  Spain,  with  whom 
they  had  not  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  whole  bufinefs ; 
but  he  faid,  he  would  tell  me  in  confidence,  that  they 
had  reprefented  the  impofiibility  of  this  pretenfion  to 
their  court,  and  the  neceflity  of  taking  the  afTurances 
for  thirty  thoufand  from  Spain ;  and  expect  anfwer  up^ 
on  this  point  by  the  very  firft  letters  :  and  in  cafe  of 
their  court's  confenting  to  it,  he  was  in  hopes  all  diffi- 
culties would  be  overcome  •,  for  we  might  finifh  the 
«oncert  before  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  give  th« 
Spanifh  miniflers  affurance  of  our  figning  it  fuddenly 
after :  and  though  Holland  had  hitherto  declared  againil: 
afTuring  any  part  of  the  fixty  thoufand  crowns  without 
real  fecurity  from  Spain,  yet  his  mejefty  having  rcfol- 
ved  to  aflure  Sweden  of  his  part,  Holland  coukl  not  a- 
void  following  his  meafure  and  example. 

%  I  eafil/ 
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I  eafily  perceived  the  firft  part  of  this  difcourfe  wa's; 
brought  in  only  to  ufher  the  laft ;  and  to  found  me 
about  his  majefty's  intention  in  this  point :  and  fo  I 
told  him,  I  did  not  remember  to  have  heard  his  ma- 
jefty had  ever  declared  any  fuch  refolution :  That  there 
were  indeed  feveral  project  framed  by  feveral  hands 
about  that  time,  ibme  of  which  contained  what  he  faid : 
but  I  allied  him  whether  he  had  ever  ken  any  of  them 
figned  ?  He  confeffed  he  had  not,  but  their  court  ever' 
looked  upon  it  as  a  thing  agreed  to  by  his  majefty.  I 
faid  I  wondered  at  it,  becaufe  they  could  not  but  con- 
fider  his  majefty  as  very  little  more  concerned  in  this 
affair  than  themfelves  :  and  being  fo,  it  would  be  very 
hard  for  him  to  engage  in  the  defence  of  Spain  with- 
out any  hopes  of  reimburfement  for  his  own  part ;  and 
withal  to  furnifh  Sweden  with  fo  great  a  mare  of  thefub- 
fidies  they  expected  upon  a  bare  promife  from  Spain  of 
repaying  it  after  the  war  ended.  That,  for  my  part, 
having  not  then  been  in  England,  I  would  not  affirm, 
his  majefty  had  not  agreed  to  it,  becaufe  he  feemed  to 
affirm  he  had  :  but  if  he  had  not,  I  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  hard  thing  to  expect  it  from  him.  He  replied  ;: 
he  would  not  difpute  whether  it  were  hard  or  no,  but 
was  fure,  in  Sweden  they  made  no  manner  of  doubt 
upon  it ;  and,  that  in  his  inftrudtion,  which  mentions 
their  folliciting  our  and  Holland's  alluring  the  whole 
fum,  there  are  thefe  words,  the  king  ^/"England  having 
confented  to  affure  one  fourth  part.  That  if  there  were  a 
queftion  upon  this,  though  their  court  mould  confent 
to  accept  an  act  from  Spain  for  thirty  thoufaad,  yet  he 
faw  there  would  be  another  difficulty  lefs  furmountable 
than  all  the  reft  •,  and  fo  looked  upon  the  affair  as- 
defperate.  But  having  frankly  communicated  to  me 
his  inftruclions  whenever  I  deiired  it,  he  entreated  me 
freely  to  communicate  mine  to  him  upon  this  particu- 
lar, that  they  might  know  what  to  truft  to.  I  told  him' 
frankly  that  i  had  none  upon  it  -,  that  his  majefty,  b*- 


and  other  Minifters  of  State.  65 

being  fo  near,  had  only  ordered  me,  that  when  they 
and  Holland  mould  be  agreed  about  the  particulars  of 
the  concert,  that  I  mould  communicate  it  to  him,  and 
Ihould  receive  a  fudden  anfwer  upon  it. 

We  broke  up  this  conference  very  friendly  ;  refol- 
ving  only  that  I  mould  difeourfe  with  monfieur  de  Witt 
Upon  the  whole  ftate  of  our  affair,  while  they  expected 
their  next  orders  from  Sweden,  after  which  we  fhould 
all  have  a  conference  together,  and  take  our  lailmeafures. 
This  day  monfieur  de  Witt  came  to  me  upon  the 
fame  occafion  ;  mewing  me  the  Conftable's  letter  to  the 
States,  which  contained  nothing  more  than  mine  from 
him,  befides  defiring  them  to  employ  their  good  offices 
towards  the  minifters  of  England  and  Sweden  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  this  affair.    After  having  afked  me 
two  or  three  times  what  I  thought  was  to  be  done  \  and 
I  protefting  I  knew  not ;  at  lalt  he  faid,   that  though 
he  was  never  for  plaiftering  upon  an  ill  wall,  and  he 
was  confident,  if  Sweden  trufted  to  Spain  for  the  thirty 
thoufand  crowns  a  month,  they  would  never  be  paid, 
and  fo  their  affi fiance  would  fail  in  cafe  of  a  war  unlefs 
Spain  gave  fuch  a  fecurity  as  might  certainly  raife  the 
money ;  yet  considering  that  the  very  reputation  of 
this    bufinefs   concluded  might  very  well  prevent  a 
war,  might  hinder  Spain's  taking  their  meafures  with. 
France  to  our  difadvantage,  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  Swe- 
den's having  received  the  fubfidies  already  due  would 
hinder  them  from  taking  any  meafures  with  France, 
though  they  mould  not  furniiri  their  affiftance  to  Spain 
for  want  of  the  future  fubfidies  ;  for  his  part,  he  could 
wifh  the  thing  done  :  and  though  it  had  ever  been  a- 
gainil  his  opinion,  yet  if  his  majefty  ihould  think  fit  to 
allure  Sweden  of  a  fourth  part,  he  believed  the  States 
would  be  induced  to  do  the  fame,  rather  than  endanger 
the  breaking  of  the  bufinefs. 

After  I  had  deduced  to  him  the  great  differences 
there  were  in  his  majefty's  concernment  and  theirs  up- 

Vol.  II.  F  on 
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^rtkls.  matter  •,  and  how  hard  it  were  for  his  majefty, 
that  had  his  Teas  and  fleets  to  defend  him,  to  contribute 
in  all  points  as  much  as  they  who  had  the  French  ar- 
mies at  their  gates,  fo  foon  as  Flanders  was  over-run :: 
and  finding  him  ftill  firm,  as  I  have  done  fo  often  be- 
fore, that  this  State  could  never  go  other  than  even 
paces  with  us  in  this  matter,  nor  look  upon  themfelves 
as  nearer  concerned  in  the  greatnefs  of  France  than 
other  neighbours,  'till  they  faw  the  danger  fall  directly 
this  way;  I  at  laft  told  him  plainly  what  1  had  told 
monfieur  Marechal  before,  concerning  my  inftru&ion: 
which  he  received  with  his  ufual  temper,  and  faidwe 
muft  refer  all  to  a  conference  with  the  Swedifh  mi- 
nifters ;  and  in  the  mean  time  each  of  us  fhould  think 
what  expedient  is  to  be  found  in  the  cafe. 

Concerning  our*  biifmefs  of  Surinam,  I  am  in  great 
hope  yet  to  come  to  fome  good  end  of  it,  though  they 
will  not  hear  of  it  in  point  of  right  as  to  his  majefty's 
interceffion;  but  that  it  is  fit  to  give  his  majelly  greater 
teflimonies  of  their  deference  than  in  fuch  a  matter  as 
this,  is  already  the  declared  opinion  of  Mr.  V.  B.  the 
penfioner  of  Haerlaem,  and  lbme  others  I  have  pur- 
iued-,  and  monfieur  de  Witt  promifes  me,  if  thofe  two 
will  iecond  him,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland  to  it,  this  affembly  ;  and  then  we  may 
deal  with  Zealand,  I  hope,  well  enough  by  one  way 
or  other.  The  paper  Mr,  V.  B.  has  made  me  expect 
two  or  three  pofis,  upon  the  account  of  the  places  we 
have  fpeciiied  in  the  Indies,  he  promifes  mall  not  fail 
me  by  the  next  poll-,  and  mould  have  come  fooner, 
but  that  he  was  refolved  to  be  the  moil  exactly  informed 
that  could  be  in  all  particulars. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  has  writ  to  thofe  of  the  Eail-India 
company  at  Amderdam  in  purfuit  of  your  lordfhip's 
letter,  and  Sir  John  Worden's  defire,  concerning  one 
Cary  coming  over  to  offer  an  end  of  a  fuit  upon  the 
pretenfions  of  Cour tin's  heir  \  their  anfwer  is,  that  I 
5  might 
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might  be  fecure  they  will  give  no  money  for  an  end 
of  that  bufineis,  fmce  all  farther  pretentions  are  clearly 
cut  off  by  the  treaty  at  Breda :  and  I  find  monfieur 
de  Witt  is  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Yefterday  died  monfieur  Weymenun,  a  great  man 
in  this  State,  but  very  little  bewailed. 

I  believe  your  lordfhip  may  hear  reports  of  difcon- 
tents  growing,  and  parties  changing  here  :  but  I  doubt 
it  is  not  in  difcourfe  farther  than  among  thole  that  are 
in  the  fkirts  of  bufinefs ;  which  makes  me  hope  there 
may  be  no  more  ground  for  all  that  is  fo  lavifhly  talk- 
ed of  here ;  and  of  the  lame  kind  among  us  in  England: 
if  it  mould  be  otherwife,  I  am  at  lead  glad  to  be  ig- 
norant of  it,  being  of  fo  much  difreputation  abroad  to 
our  counfels :  and  all  the  perfons  in  confideration  here, 
I  am  fure,  are  forry  for  what  they  hear  of  it,  profefiing 
to  be  as  much  concerned  in  our  union  as  their  own  j 
and  placing  all  their  hopes  of  taking  any  conftant  mea- 
sures with  us  upon  the  fteadinefs  of  his  majefty's  late 
counfels,  and  the  difpofitions  of  our  prefent  minifters, 
before  whofe  time  monfieur  de  Witt  fays,  b  Que  ce  n\- 
ftoit  que  fluctuation  dans  !es  confeils  d'Angleterre.  I  am? 
your  lordfhip's,  &c. 

To  the  Conftable  of  Caftile.    Au  Connetable  de  Caftile. 

Hague,  Sept.  4,  De  la  Haye,  le  4  Sept. 

My  Lord,        N.  S.  1669.  Monfieur,          S.  N.  1669. 

1   Sent  the  other  day  in  the  <V' 'Envoy ail' 'autre  jour  dans  U 

*    Spanifh  ambafTador's  pac-  J    pacquct  de  monfieur  Vam- 

quet,a  letter  from  the  king  my  bajfadeur  d'Efpagne,   une  leitrc 

matter  to'  your  excellency  in  du  roy  ?non  maitre  a  V.  E.  en 

favour  of  monfieur  Taaf;  and  favour  de  monfieur  Taaf;    je 

am  obliged  to  fecond  that  af-  me  crols  oblige  de  ? aider  de  tons 

fair  by  all   my  good  offices,  ?nes  bons  offices,  mats jecroy  quils 

though  I  hope  they  will  not  be  ne  luy  font  pas  nccejfaires,  &  que 

neceffary;  and  I  hope  that  this  ce  gcniilhomme    nen  fira  pas 

gentleman  mall  not  be  rec-  juge  mains  digne  o  moins  capa- 

koned  F  2                bk 

b  That  therg  rr.7;  s  thing  but  havering  in  the  coimfels  of  England. 
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koned  the  lefs  capable  to  ferve 
his  mafter,  for  having  already 
well  ferved  his  friend. 

I  cannot  let  pafs  this  occa- 
fion  without  reprefenting  to 
your  excellency  the  undoubt- 
ed neceflity  there  is,  to  give 
order  with  all  fpeed  for  the 
payment  of  the  200,000 
crowns  to  the  minilters  of 
Sweden,  who  have  expected 
them  with  fo  much  patience, 
and  are  ready  to  deliver  into 
theSpanimambaiTador's  hands 
the  ratifications  of  the  gua- 
ranty,   jointly  with  me  and 


ble  de  fcrvir  fan  mditre,  pour  fa 
voir  Ji  bien  Jervi  fon  ami. 

Je  ne  puis  laiffer  paffer  cette 
occafion  fans  repref enter  a  V.  E, 
qtiil  eft  d'une  neceffite  indifpen- 
fible  d'expedicr  inccffamment  des 
ordres  pour  faire  toucher  aux 
mini/Ires  de  Suede  les  200,000 
ecus  qu'ils  ont  jufquicy  attenduS 
avec  taut  de  patience.  lis  font 
prets  de  deliver  entre  les  mains 
de  I'ambaffadeur  d'Efpagne:  les 
ratifications  de  la  guarantee  con- 
jointement  avec  moy  &  les  Etats 
Generaux.     lis  mont  aujji  af- 


the    States    General.     They    fure  qu'ilsctoienttout  prets  den- 
afTure  me  alfo,  that  they  are 
ready  to  enter  into  a  particu 


lar  concert  of  forces,  as  foon 
as  this  affair  is  fmifhed  ;  but 
are  refolved  not  to  mix  one 
with  the  other ;  and  are  fo  ill 
fatisfied  with  feme  difficulties 
that  the  Spanifh  ambalTador 
has  raifed  upon  this  matter, 
that  I  believe  it  will  not  be 
poiTible  to  keep  them  here  two 


trer  dans  un  concert  particuller 
pcurfournir  unfeccUrs  deforces ; 
que  pour  cela  ils  n'attendoient  que 
de  voir  finir  cette  premiere  af- 
faire my  b5  qu'ils  etoicnt  rcfolus 
de  ne  point  meler  I'une  avec  l' au- 
tre, lis  Jont  au  rejlefi  mat  fa- 
tisfaits  de  quelques  difficultcz  que 
monfieuf  V  amhaffadeur  d'E- 
fpagne lew  afaitesfur  ce  premier 
article^  que  je  .ne  croy  pas  qiiil 


days  longer,    if  your  excel-    fit  p&fftbh  de  les  retenir  deux 


lency  fends  them  an  anfwer 
not  according  to  the  aclTigned 
by  the  faid  ambaffador,  and 
lince  ratified  by  the  king  of 
Spain  ;  that  is  to  fay,  -o  order 
the  payment  of  the  money  up- 
on the  mutual  delivery  of  the 
guaranty.  This  is  what  they 
told  me  two  days  fince  ;  and 
may  perhaps  ruin  an  affair  that 
has  been  fo  Icng  negotiated, 
and 


jours  icy  aprcs  que  V.  E.  fe  fcra 
expliquee fur  cette  affaire,  &  que 
nous  aurons  r  ecu  fa  reponfe^fup- 
pose  que  cette  reponfe  ne  saccor- 
de  pas  a  facie  figne  par  le  dit 
amhajfadefcr£$  depuis  ratifiepar 
le  Rot  d'Efpagne,  cefl  ajf  avoir 
de  faire  co?itcr  T  argent  jur  V ex- 
tradition de  la  guar  antic.  Voila 
ce  qu-ils  mont  dit  de  depuis  deux 
jours,  &  a  qui pourroit  Men  faire 
Jailer  en  fumes  une  affair  e  Ji  long 
ferns 
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and  brought  into  the  port 
through  fo  many  difficulties. 
Your  excellency  will  judge 
better  than  any  body,  how  you 
can  anfwer  to  the  court  of 
Spain, and  toall  Chriftendom, 
the  lofs  of  fo  great  an  occafion 
for  eftablifning  the  fecurity  of 
the  one,  and  the  repofe  of  the 
other.  For  all  this  depends 
upon  your  refolutions,  to 
which  the  three  confederates, 
as  well  as  fo  many  others,  will 
entirely  attribute  any  misfor- 
tune that  fhall  arrive.  And 
as  I  have  not  failed  fince  the 
beginning  of  this  affair  to  con- 
tribute all  my  cares  to  it,  fo 
I  would  not  be  wanting  to- 
wards the  end,  to  reprefent 
the  preffing  neceflity  of  this 
conjuncture.  It  is  left  to  your 
excellency  to  make  what  ufe 
of  it  you  pleafe  ;  from  whofe 
conduct  every  one  will  form 
prefages,  good  or  ill,  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain.  I  am  your 
excellency's,  &c. 


terns  negociee,  &  menee  au  port 
a  tr avers  tant  de  difficult lez. 

V*  E.  fentira  iriieux  que  per" 
fonne,  quelle  fe  rend  refponfable 
&  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagne,  & 
a  toute  la  Chretiente  de  la  perte 
d'unefigrande  occafion,  qui  ejla- 
bliffoit  la  furete  de  Vune,  &  le 
rcpos  de  V autre.  Car,  cejl  de 
vos  refolutions  que  tout  cela  va 
dependre  ;  fcf  e'eft  auffi  fur  elles 
fcules  que  le  trois  confederez, 
ainfi  que  tant  tfautres,  vont  re- 
setter les  malheurs  qui  fuvvront 
du  pen  de  fucces  de  nos  negotia- 
tions. Com  me  des  le  commence-* 
mentje  n'ay  epargne  nl  veilles  ni 
foins  pour  ceiie  grandc  affaire, 
je  71  ay  pas  voulu  manquer  fur  la 
fin  a  fair  e  une  dernier  e  demarche* 
qui  efly  de  reprefenter  a  V.  E. 
toute  r importance  des  conjondlures 
qui  s'offrent  encore  a  nous,  mais 
qui  font  pretes  a  nous  echapper. 
Cefera  dV.  E.  a  en  ufer  comme 
il  luy  plaira :  on  tirera  des  me- 
fures  quil  va  prendre,  des  pre- 
fages certains  pour  le  bon  ou  le 
mauvais  etat  des  affaires  d'E- 
fpagne.     Jefuis  de  F.  E.  &c. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oft.  11,  N.  S.  1669, 

I  Have  this  day  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  21ft 
paft,  and  having  none  by  me  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Trevor,  fhall  prefume  to  return  in  an  anfwer  to  your 
lordfhip's  that  little  I  have  to  fay  by  this  poft :  for  all 
at  prefent  is  here  at  a  (land  in  our  bufinefs  of  the  al- 
liance j  and  when  it  will  proceed  again,  depends  wholly 

F  3  upon 
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upon  his  majefty,  do  what  I  can.  Since  the  laft  poft 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  the  Baron  d'Ifola,  monfieur 
Marechai,  and  monfieur  de  Witt,  have  been  feverally 
with  me  to  know  what  I  will  propofe,  or  what  I  will 
content  to  for  an  expedient  in  this  matter.  The  two 
firfc  would  fain  have  fomething  from  me  to  work  up- 
on, and  I  entertain  them  with  complaints  of  the  Spa- 
nim  ill  ufage  towards  us,  having  propofed  at  London 
not  only  to  indemnify  us  In  what  they  projected  there 
concerning  his  majefty's  engaging  to  the  Swede,  but 
fikewife  a  mare  of  his  own  charge  likely  to  arife  upon 
a  war  :  all  which,  ever  fince  the  peace,  they  have  been 
content  to  forget,  and  now  would  put  us  upon  a  ne- 
cefllty  of  engaging  to  advance  the  Swedifh  fubfidies.  I 
farther  reprefented  to  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  the  im- 
prudence of  their  councils  in  raifing  this  difficulty  in 
the  firfc  payment  to  the  Swedes,  by  the  eafinefs  where- 
of they  might  have  poffeffed  themielvesof  the  guaranty, 
and  thereby  entered  into  confidence  with  Sweden,  fe- 
cured  them  from  thinking  of  any  other  meafures,  and 
purfued  the  finifhings  of  our  work,  by  any  particular 
concerts,  without  danger  or  unkindnefs. 

I  urged  all  this  fo  far,  that  though  the  Spanifh  am- 
baffador perfifled  in  affirming  that  the  orders  from 
Spain  to  the  conftable,  as  well  as  to  himfelf,  were  po- 
fitive  in  the  cafe  of  not  paying  the  money  without  the 
particular  concert;  yet  he  at  laft  joined  with  me  very 
freely  in  blaming  the  weaknefs  and  unhappinefs  of  the 
Spanifn  councils  upon  thefe  particulars ;  and  wondering 
how  the  marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo  could  fufferthe  difpatch 
of  fuch  orders.  The  next  morning  the  Baron  d'Ifola 
came  to  me,  and  entertained  me  with  long  difcourfes 
of  what  paffed  between  him  and  the  Spanifh  ambaffa- 
dor in  confequence  of  what  I  had  laid  the  night  be- 
fore :  and  the  fum  of  all  was,  as  I  imagined,  to  founcl 
me  whether  I  would  be  induced  to  enter  the  concert 
upon  the  Spanifh  ambaffador's  promifing  me  an  in- 
demnity 
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demnity  from  Spain  for  the  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  a  month  infilled  upon  by  the  Swedes  to  be  fe^ 
cured  to  them  from  the  king.  Upon  this  infinuation 
I  refolved  to  take  no  hold  at  all  \  becaufe  if  his  ma- 
jefty mould  ever  refblve  to  promife  the  advance  of  the 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  cafe  of  a  war  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  trufting  to  gain  his  fatif- 
faction  by  negotiating  in  Spain  to  that  purpofe,  upon 
the  grounds  given  of  To  many  overtures  by  the  Spanifh 
minifters  both  at  London,  Bruffels,  and  here,  than  by 
taking  a  promife  or  inftrument  here  from  this  ambaf- 
fador  (as  the  Baron  fays)  beyond  his  power,  andefpe- 
dally  whole  fecrefy  in  it  we  cannot  much  reckon  up- 
on :  whereas  the  publifhing  any  fuch  thing  may  have 
ill  confequences  of  jealoufy  between  us  and  the  Dutch, 
Therefore  I  contented  myfelf  to  tell  the  Baron,  that  I 
was  at  the  end  of  my  line,  and  could  proceed  no  far* 
ther  than  I  had  done  already  :  that  his  majefty  had  or- 
dered me  to  give  the  guaranty  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  confederates,  upon  payment  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand crowns,  according  to  the  Spanifh  ambaffador's  own 
act :  that  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  to  prefs 
us  upon  the  particular  concert,  which  yet  he  would 
be  ready  to  confider  of  when  the  confederates  thought 
fit  j  and  in  the  mean  time  was  very  fincerely  refolved 
to  perform  the  guaranty  if  there  mould  be  occafion 
for  it. 

Monfieur  Marechal  prefTed  me  fomething  harder  up- 
pn  entering  into  a  conference  with  him  and  the  Dutch 
deputies,  which  I  promifed  before  my  laft,  but  have 
excufed  till  Monday  next,  in  the  mean  time  to  prepare 
matter  for  it.  He  defired  to  know  if  I  had  yet  any 
powers  to  promife  the  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  projected  at  London  (as  he  ever  infills  to  be 
fecured  by  his  majefty)  without  which  he  did  not  fee 
any  thing  to  be  done  here  :  I  told  him  directly,  I  had 
not.    He  then  aiked  me  to  what  end  we  mould  confer, 

F  a  fin.ee 
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fmce  without  that,  the  concert  could  not  be  framed, 
nor  consequently  the  prefent  money  paid  :  and  com- 
plained that  the  want  of  this  concert  was  of  prefent 
prejudice  to  them  alone,  though  it  depended  equally 
upon  the  confent  of  the  other  confederates.  I  anfwered 
him.  that  till  I  received  new  orders,  he  fhouid  never 
find  me  vary  from  thofe  I  had  fo  often  told  him :  which 
were  to  fee  firfl  in  whatpropofals  Sweden  and  Holland 
could  agree,  and  then  reprefent  it  to  his  majefty,  whofe 
anfwer  could  be  of  no  long  delay :  and  that  I  iuppofe 
will  be  the  fruit  of  our  conference.  He  faid,  he  thought 
they  and  Holland  were  agreed  upon  all  points  but 
one,  that  is,  in  the  number  and  kind  of  forces,  accord- 
ing to  the  firft. projected  concert,  and  in  Holland's  af- 
furing  them  a  fourth  part  of  the  fixty  thoufand  crowns. 
That  which  they  differed  upon  was,  that  whereas  Spain 
offered  a  promife  of  the  other  thirty  thoufand  crowns, 
they  expected  we  and  Holland  mould  likewhe  warrant 
that  payment,  becaufe  their  engagement  for  fixteen 
thoufand  men  upon  the  concert,  would  be  to  us  and  not 
to  Spain,  and  it  was  no  reafon,  if  Spain  failed  of  that 
payment,  they  fhouid  yet  Hand  engaged  to  us  for  the. 
whole  number  of  men.  I  told  him,  I  doubted  much 
that  if  this  point  were  ftill  between  them,  they  were 
not  very  near  agreeing :  and  he  faid*  he  would  fpeak 
with  monfieur  de  Witt  once  more  upon  it  before  the 
conference.  But  I  doubt  this  will  not  hinder  them, 
from  coming  to  fome  propofal  to  be  made  his  ma: 
jelly  of  fome  thing  they  fhall  agree  in.     I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Prince  of  Tufcany^        Au  Prince  de  Tofcane. 

Hague,  Dec.  5,  La  Haye,  le  5  Dec. 

SIR,               N.  S.  1669.  Monfieur ■,'        N.  S.  1669. 

1  Should  not  have  deferred  the  *V  E  rHaurols pas  perdu  un  mo- 

*    acknowledgments    I    owe  J  mentamarquerlarcconno'if- 

your  highnefs  for  the  honour  fence  qucje  dels  a  V.  E.  de  Vhon- 

of  your  letter,  if  I  had  not  -  neur  quelle  m 'a  fait  par  fa  lei~ 

been  tre* 
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been  purfued  with  a  great  ill- 
nefs  at  the  time  I  received  it : 
and  I  would  not  acquit  myfelf 
of  this  duty  by  any  other  hand 
bat  my  own,  becaufe  I  am 
Cure  there  is  none  fo  pleafed, 
or  fo  ready  to  engage  in  the 
occafions  of  your  fervice.  I 
am  extreme  glad  of  your  High- 
nefs's  happy  arrival  at  Flo- 
rence ;  where  I  wifh  you  all 
the  felicities  that  ought  to  be 
deftined,  as  they  are  due,  to 
fo  great  a  merit :  and  I  hope, 
that  after  the  glorious  fatigues 
which  have  hitherto  been  the 
diverfion  of  your  highnefs, 
you  will  now  find  pleafure  in 
the  foftnefs  of  repofe. 


For  myfelf,  I  fhall  never 
think  I  am  happy  till  I  have 
paid  my  refpecls  to  your  high- 
nefs in  your  own  court ;  and 
I  envy  no  man  at  prefent  but 
my  lord  Falconbridge,  who  is 
going  on  an  embafly  into  fo 
fine  a  climate,  and  among fuch 
conventions  as  thofe  of  Italy, 
where  wit  and  weather  are  e- 
qually  clear ;  while  I  languifh 
in  a  country  where  we  breathe 
nothing  but  mifts,  and  dif- 
courfe  of  nothing  but  bufinefs. 


To  confirm  this  laft,  I  can- 
not end  my  letter  without  tel- 
ling your  highnefs,  that  after 

fo 


tre,fi  dans  le  meme  terns  qu'elk 
me  fiit  r endue )  je  nevffe  eie  at- 
taque  d'une  violente  maladie. 
"J  en' ay  pas  voulu,je  Favouerai^ 
m'acquitter  de  ce  devoir  par  une 
maine  etr anger  e,  &  cela  vient 
de  ce  qu'il  me  fe 'ruble ,  qu'il  n'y  a 
que  la  mienne  qui  fente  autant  de 
plaifir,  &  s  employe  avec  au- 
tant d'affeclion,  des  qu'il  ejl  que- 
Jlion  de  quelque  choje  qui  regarde 
V.  A.  &  fon  fervice.  Je  prens 
beaucoup  depart  a  Fheureufe  ar- 
rivee  de  V .  A.  a  Florence  ;  jt 
fouhaite  quelle  y  goute  toutes  Us 
profperitez  deues  &f  fans  doute 
deflinees  a  un  merite  comme 
le  fien.  J'efpere,  qu'apres  les 
glorieufes  fatigues  qui  ont  fait 
jufqu'icy  les  divei tijfemens  de  V. 
A.  elle  va  trouver  quelque plaifir 
dans  les  douceurs  du  repos. 

Pour  moy  je  ne  fer  ay  jamais 
content  de  la  fortune,  que  je  n'ay 
fait  la  reverence  a  V.  A.  dans  fa 
propre  cour ;  &  a  Fheure  qu'il 
eft)  lefeul  homme  quej'envie  dans 
le  monde,  c'ejl  my  lord  Falcon- 
bridge,  que  fon  ambaffade  va 
conduire  dans  un  fi  beau  climat9 
&  ou  il  va  gouter  toiis  les  char- 
mes  attaches  aux  deli  cat  es  &  fpi- 
rituelles  converfations  a I  Italie  ; 
il  trouver  a  la  les  jours  &.  les  ef- 
prits  egalemtnt  purs  iff  brillans ; 
&  pour  moy,  mon  partage  ejl  de 
languir  dans  un  pais  ou  ton  ne 
refpire  que  des  brouillards,  &  ou 
Fon  nefait  que  par ler  d'affaires. 

fay  deja   un  peu  contracle 

de  ce  genie  :  &  pour  le  prouver 

a  V.  A*  c'ejl  que  je  ne  ffaurois 

achever 
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fo  many  (hocks  the  triple  al- 
liance has  born  for  fome  time, 
and  fo  many  prefages  of  its 
death  ;  there  is  within  thefe 
two  days  fome  appearance  of 
its  recovery,  unlefs  any  unex- 
pected accident  fhould  occa- 
sion a  relapfe. 

Juftice  is  fo  effential  among 
the  qualities  of  a  great  prince, 
that  I  will  not  doubt  but  your 
highnefs  does  me  that  of  be- 
lieving me  always  with  equal 
paffion  and  truth,  fir,  your 
bighnefs's,  §2$, 


achever  ma  lettre  fans  lity  dire, 
qu  apres  tant  defecouffes  que  la 
triple  alliance  a  fonffertes  depuis 
quelque  terns,  &  tant  definifires 
prefages  qui  ont  annoncefa  mort, 
il  y  a  pourtant  depuis  deux  jours 
quelque  apparence  quil  va  revi- 
vre  amoins  qu'un  accident  inopine 
ne  caufefa  re  chute. 

La  jujiice  eft  une  deces  quali- 
tez  fi  effentielles  a  un  grand 
prince*  queje  ne  veux  pas  me  me 
foupconner  que  V,  A.  me  refufe 
celle  de  me  cr&ire  toujour s  ce  que 
je  fuis  avec  tant  de  paffion  (5  de 
Vtrite>  &c. 


To  the  Conftahk  of  Cafiiie,      Au  Connetable  de  Caftile. 


Hague,  Dec.  5, 
My  Lord,  N.S.  1669. 
*TpHough  it  will  be  difficult 
■■*  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
arguments  ufed  in  my  laft  let- 
ter, and  in  other  memorials 
Cent  fo  frequently  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambaiTador,upon  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  payment  already  due 
to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and 
fq  folemnly  itipuiated  by  the 
aft  of  May  9,  figned  by  the 
faid  ambaflador,  and  after- 
wards ratified  by  the  queen 
regent :  however  I  would  not 
fail  in  this  important  conjun- 
cture, to  make  this  laft  effort 
to  difpofe  your  excellency  to 
the  quick  execution  of  a  coun- 
fel  fo  juft  and  neceiTary  to  the 
repofeof  Chriftendom  as  well 
as  the  preservation  of  Spain  ; 
and  of  fuch  importance  to  the 
honour 


De  la  Haye,  le  5  Dec. 
Monfieur^  S.N.  1669. 

(jjUoyqu'il  foit  bien  difficile 
c^mJtd'ajouter  quelque  choje  aux 
raifons  dontje  me  fuis  fervi  dans 
ma  derniere  lettre  aV.  E.&  qui 
d'ailleurs  font  repandues  iff  ont 
ete  repetfes  en  tant  de  divers  me- 
moires  envoy  es  a  monfieur  Pern  - 
baffadeur  d'Efpagne,  touchant  h 
payement  deja  deu  a  la  couronne 
de  Suede,  6?  ft  folennement  ac- 
cordc  &  jlipule  par  Facie  du  9 
de  May,  qui  a  etc  figne  par  le 
dit  ambaffadeur,  &  ratifie  de- 
puis par  la  reine  regente :  je 
n'ay  pourtant  pas  roulu  dans  une 
conjonclure fi  important e  negligev 
de  faire  un  dernier  effort,  a  fin 
de  tacher  a  difpofer  V.  E.  a  une 
prompte  execution  dans  une  af- 
faire fi  jujle,  fi  necefjaire  d'ait- 
Isurs  au  repos  de  la  Chretientc^ 
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honour  of  your  excellency, 
who  never  can  defend  yourfelf 
againft  the  complaints  of  ha- 
ving by  little  fcruples  loft  the 
fuccefs  of  fo  great  an  affair, 
and  neglected  the  fruits  of  an 
alliance  whereof  all  Chriften- 
dom  hath  fpoke  with  fo  much 
applaufe,  and  hoped  from  it 
fo  much  felicity. 


I  do  not  defire  to  importune 
your  excellency  by  a  repetiti- 
on of  things  already  faid  ;  and 
I  have  nothing  new  to  add, 
but  the  confideration  of  mon- 
fieur  Marechal  the  minifter 
of  Sweden's  departure,  after 
long  impatience,  and  much 
difcontent  at  the  proceedings 
of  Spain  in  all  the  negotiati- 
ons where  he  has  intervened 
for  eight  or  nine  months  paft. 
Before  he  went  he  demanded 
back  from  me  the  acf  of  gua- 
ranty figned  by  Sweden,  and 
placed  in  my  hands  with  the 
other  acls  to  be  configned  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Spanifli 
ambaffador  upon  payment  of 
the  200000  crowns  to  Sweden: 
and  in  the  mean  time,  he  con- 
fented  entirely,  that  I  fhould 
give  back  to  the  faid  ambafla- 
dor  his  acl  of  the  9th  of  May, 
by  which  he  was  obliged  to  the 
faid  payment  upon  the  con- 
figning  of  the  faid  guaranties  : 
but 


aujji  bien  qua  la  confervation 
de  Efpagne  \  fajouteray,fiim- 
portante  a  Vhonneur  de  V.  E, 
pent  etre  fera-t-il  hors  de  votre 
pouvoir  de  paver  aux  reproches 
&  aux  phintes  d?  avoir  par  de 
petits  fcrupules  renonce  aufucces 
d'une  ftgrande  affair v,  Cif  negli* 
gc  ks  fruits  d'une  alliance  dont 
la  Cbretiente  a  parle  avec  de  ji 
grands  applaudijfemens,  Cif  dont 
elle  fe  promcttoit  tant  dejoye  Cif 
de  prefperite. 

Je  n'ay  pas  dejfein  d'impor- 
tuner  V.  E.  par  la  repetition  de 
cbofes  deja  cent  fois  dites  j  &f 
tout  ce  que  je  puis  aj  outer  de  nou- 
veaUf  roule  fur  le  depart  de 
monfieur  Marechal,  le  mini- 
Jlre  de  la  Suede,  qui  apres  bien 
de  impatiences ,  apres'  tant  de 
pour  parlers  inutiks,  enfin  ?ne- 
contentde  V  Efpagne  auiantqu'on 
le  pent  etre,  6f  ay  ant  fur  le  casur 
rinutilite  des  negotiations  oil  on  I' a 
fait  intervenir,  Cff  qui  ont  con  I 
fume  neufmois,  prejfefon  depart  % 
&  va  tout  reveler  au  roy  fon 
matt  re;  il  me  redemande  avant 
fon  ret  our  Facie  de  guarantiefigne 
par  la  Suede,  Cif  remis  entre  mes 
mains  avec  ks  autres  acles,  pour 
etre  enfuiie  depofe  entre  ks 
mains  de  ?nonfeur  I'ambajfadeur 
d' Efpagne  lors  que  ks  200000  il- 
eus auront  etc  pay  ts  a  la  couronne 
de  Suede.  En  meme  terns  it 
ma  declare  qii  il  confentoit pkine- 
ment  que  Patfe  du  9  de  May  fait 
par  le  dit  ambaffadeur,  Cif  dans 
lequel  il  s'obligeoit  au  dit  paye- 
ment)  fur  la  remife  des  guaran- 
ties* 
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but  I  ufed  all  my  endeavours 
to  keep  the  faid  guaranty  of 
Sweden  Sometime  longer  in  my 
hands,  hoping  your  excellen 
cy  would  yet  in  a  few  days  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation  and 
neceffity  of  advancing  this  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  Sweden,  fo  long 
due  and  demanded.  And  as 
yet  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
deliver  the  three  faid  guaran- 
ties to  theSpaniih  ambafTador, 
as  foon  us  he  {hall  have  given 
the  faid  money  to  the  Swedifh 
refident  here:  but  if  this  af- 
fair be  delayed  till  monfieur 
Marechal  has  reprefented  it  to 
the  king  his  matter,  as  he 
was  refolved  to  do  upon  his 
departure;  or  till  the  Swedifh 
minifter's  refident  here  (hall 
have  received  an  anfwer  to  the 
difpatches  they  fent  about  three 
weeks  ago,  upon  the  fpight 
and  defpair  they  were  in  at 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  this  affair: 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  I  leave 
your  excellency  to  judge, 
whether  there  will  be  any 
hopes  that  the  Swedifh  court, 
foured  by  the  ill  treatment 
and  angry  reprefentations  of 
their  minifters,  will  then  give 

us 


ties,  &  lequel  ath  'f  ay  auffi  en- 
tre  les  mains ;  que  cet  acle,  dis 
je,  jut  rendu  a  t 'ambajfadeur 
d'Ejpagne.  "J9  ay  fait  de  grands 
efforts  pour  retenir  encore  queU 
que s  jours  les  dites  guaranties  en- 
tre  met  mains,  dans  Fefperance 
que  V*  E.  informce  de  tout  en 
peu  de  jours,  fentiroit  la  jujlice 
iff  la  neceffite  de  fatisfaire  la 
Suede ;  il  y  a  longiems  que  la 
chofe  luy  a  etepromife^par  confe- 
quent  il  y  d  longiems  qu'elle  luy 
ejl  deue  5  elk  a  eie  fouvcnt  de- 
mandee,  elle  Vejl  encore  aujaur- 
dhuy9  &  d  Vbeure  que  f  ecris  je 
fuis  en  pouvoir  de  livrer  les  trois 
guaranties  a  monfieur  Varnbaf- 
fadeur  d'Efpagne,  aufptot  quyil 
aura  fait  mettre  V argent  au  mi- 
niflre de  Suede,  qui  ejl  encore 
icy,  Mais  fuppose  que  V affaire 
fait  ou  negligee  ou  retardeejufqu* 
d  ce  que  le  miniflre  ait  envoye 
fon  memoir  e  & 'fa  relation  a  la 
cour  de  fon  maitre,  cif  qiiil 
Vait  injlruit  de  la  fituation  ou 
toutes  chofes  etoient  au  moment 
de  fon  depart ;  fuppose  mime 
que  par  les  delais  on  donne  le  terns 
aux  mini/Ires  de  Suede  de  rece-? 
voir  la  reponfe  aux  memoires 
qui  Is  envoy  ereni  il  y  a  trois  fe- 
maines  tous  remplis  du  depit  & 
du  defefpoir  de  voir  le  projet  fe 
reduire  a  rien :  Vune  ou  Vautr* 
de  ces  deux  chofes  fuppose es  (& 
V.  H.  voit  qu'on  les  peut  fuppofcr 
toutes  deux)  il  efl  aise  de  juger 
que  la  cour  de  Suede,  aigrie  de 
VEfpagne  par  toutes  les  chofes 
quefes  miniflre s  luy  auront  re-\ 
prefenisez 
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us  the  means,  we  poflefs  at 
prefent,  to  finifh  this  great 
work:  and  how  necefTary  it 
will  be  to  follow  the  late  im- 
prefiions  made  in  that  court 
as  foon  as  pofiible,  by  new 
ones  to  their  entire  fatisfacYion. 
For  as  foon  as  Spain  mail  be  in 
pofTemon  of  the  guaranties  of 
all  the  confederates,  one  may 
fay,  that  not  only  all  the  ap- 
pearances are  fafe,  but  alfo 
•that  the  fubftance  itfelf  is  fi- 
nifhed.  And  if  any  forms  re- 
main towards  the  lafl:  perfecti- 
on of  the  work,  there  muft  be 
them, 


prefentees,  ne  voudra  plus  nous 
continuer  le  moyen  que  nous  avons 
encore  de  finir  ce  grand  ouvrage. 
V»  E.  volt  doncds  quel  importance 
il  eji  de  pourfuivre  les  dernieres 
impreffions  que  la  Suede  a  eues 
jufq  icy,  par  la  nouvelle  a"  une 
prompte  &  entiere  conclufioni. 
Car  auffitot  que  I' Efpagne  fera 
en  poffefion  des  guaranties  de  tous 
les  confcderez,  on  pourra  dire 
que  non  feulement  toutes  les  ap- 
parences  feront  fauvees,  mats 
quon  aura  meme  pourvu  au 
fond  de  la  chofe.  £hie  s'il  man' 
quoit  quelques  formalitez  a  la 
perfection  de  cet  ouvragey  il  ne 
without  hazarding   the  grofs    faudra  que  du  terns ;  car  comme 


of  the  affair. 


I  defire  your  excellency  to 
confider,  that  fuch  occafions 
as  you  have  at  prefent  in  your 
bands  are  not  ufually  given 
twice  to  men,  and  that  they 
commonly  lofe  their  force  by  a 
flownefs  in  laying  hold  of  them. 
But  I  cannot  apprehend  fo  fad 
an  effecl:  from  the  prudence 
and  good  intentions  of  your 
excellency :  at  lead,  I  fhall 
comfort  myfelf  that  1  have 
done  my  utmoft  duty  towards 
preventing  fo  great  a  misfor- 
tune to  Chriftendom.  I  am, 
my  lord,  your,  £s\\ 


tout  fa 
conclufon* 


difpcfe  a  une  entiere 
on  ajuftcra   tout   a 
hi  fir,  fans  que  le  gros  de  V  affaire 
fait  en  danger. 

Jeprie  F.  E.  dc  fa  ire  reflexi- 
on que  des  circonflances  pareilles 
a  celles  que  vous  avez  prefnt- 
7nent  comme  fous  la  main,  n'ont 
pas  accoutume  de  syoffrir  deux 
fois  a  une  meme  pcrfonne  ;  que 
c'efl  leur  laiffer  perdre  de  leur 
force,  que  de  differ er  a  s^enfaifir. 
Mais  la  prudence  &  les  bonnes 
intentions  de  V.  E.  me  raffurent 
contra  la  crainte  d'un  evenement 
fi  funejie,  J'aurois  du  moins  la 
conflation  d'un  bomme.  qui  a 
fait  fn  devoir,  &  qui  nya  rien 
ouhlte  pour  epargner  unji grand 


rr.alhcur   a 
fuis}  &c. 


la  ChrkicniL     Je 


To 
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To  Mr.  Cary. 

SIR,  Hague,  Decemb.  6,  N.  S.  1 669.' 

I  Very  much  wonder  to  hear  from  Mr.  Andros  the 
difficulties  you  make  in  delivering  the  tin  accord- 
ing to  my  lad  order  ;  and  that  you  thereby  occafion  fo 
much  prejudice  to  the  king's  fervice,  which  I  thought 
you  would  have  advanced  all  you  could,  when  I  writ 
to  you  to  defire  your  care  in  that  bufihefs.  But  that 
you  may  underftand  what  you  call  my  commiffion  to 
you  ;  I  will  let  you  know  that  i  had  no  power  to 
give  any  orders  at  all  about  that  matter,  but  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  treafury's  com- 
mands ;  and  therefore  new  orders  being  arrived 
from  them  by  major  Andros,  they  are  to  be  obeyed 
in  what  concerns  the  tin  bufmefs.  I  defire  you  once 
again  to  comply  with  him  readily  in  the  delivery  of  the 
tin,  according  to  the  laft  letter  wrote  you  upon  that 
fubjeel: ;  and  do  abfolutely  diiown  you  in  all  difficulties 
you  mall  make  upon  pretence  of  any  order  from  me  : 
and  if  you  continue  to  delay  it  any  longer,  mall  upon 
the  firfr  notice  of  it  write  effectually  to  the  Conftable  to 
do  his  majefty  juftice  in  it,  and  me  in  particular,  who 
neither  expecled  nor  deferved  this  dealing  from  you. 
Your  fervant. 

To  Major  Andros. 

S  I R,  Hague,  Decemb.  6,  N.  S.  1669. 

Since  the  writing  of  this  I  received  yours  of  the  4th, 
complaining  Hill  of  Mr.  Cary's  refufal  to  deliver  the 
tin  ;  whereupon  I  have  written  him  the  inclofed  let- 
ter, which  is  as  much  as  I  can  fay  in  it  :  if  he  con- 
tinues his  impertinence  frill,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  at  his 
own  ceil,  fince  your  proteft :  and  if  you  will  fend  me 
word  what  are  the  ways  of  proceeding  againft  him,  I 
ihall  write  either  to  the  Conftable,  or  to  the  governor 

of 
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6f  Oftend,  or  Sir  Mark  Ognatc  at  Bruges,  to  favour 
your  difpatch.     I  am,  fir,  your  fervant. 

to  the  Prince  Regent   of        Principi  Portugalliae. 
Portugal. 


Hague,  Dec.  8, 
SIR,  N.  S.  1669. 

'TPHough  nothing  could  hap- 
•*    pen  more  acceptable  to 
me,  than  the  occafion  which 
the  Portugal  a  mbafTador  lately 
gave  me,  not  only  of  promo- 
ting the  peace  fo  much  de fired 
between   Portugal    and    this 
ftate,  (both  friends  and  con- 
federates of  the  king  my  ma- 
iler) but  alfo  of  mewing  fome 
little  mark  of  my  great  devo- 
tion for  the  queen  my   mif- 
trefs  j  yet  I  confefs,  my  fatif- 
faclion   was   much  encreafed 
by  your  royal  highnefs's  let- 
ter, when  I  found  how  accept- 
able that  fmall  fervice  was  to 
you.  •  I  do  not   in  the  leaft 
pretend  to  deferve  the  thanks 
your  royal  highnefs  is  pleafed 
to  give  me,  at  leaft,  not  upon 
any  other  account,  than  that 
of  defiring  by  all  means  to  feek 
other  and  greater  occafions  of 
being  ferviceable  to  your  roy- 
al highnefs,  and  to  the  affairs  of 
Portugal  ;  and  in  fo  doing  I 
may  have  fome   better  pre- 
tence to  your  royal  highnefs's 
favour,    wherewith    you   are 
pleafed  to  honour  me. 

I  wifh  your  royal  highnefs 
all  health,  and  am,  fir,  (sic. 


Haga  Comitis,  Dec.  8,iV.  S. 

Seren.  Prineeps,  1 669. 

(jiUanquam  nihil  mlhi  gratius 
"^  tjta  oceafione  accidere  po- 
tuifjd,  quam  mihinuper  prabvit 
demimis  Irgatus  Portugallia9 
ncn  modi  exopiatam  utrinque 
eoncordiam  1$  finem  litium  inter 
Portugallia  &  Feeder  at  i  Belgii 
Status  (utrofque  regi  dcmina 
weoamicos  adeo  & '  con  fee  derates) 
promovendi,fed&  codem  nomine 
immenft  erga  reginam  dorninam 
mcam  obfequii  faltem  exiguum 
aliquod fpecimen  exbibendi  \  au- 
clam  tamen  &  cumulatam  plane 
ex  Uteris  A.  V.  R.  obleclationent 
meam  fuijfe  ccrfteory  cum  Mi 
tarn  accept um  extitijfe  ijludqua- 
UcUhque  offlaum  fummd  cum  vq  - 
luptate  petcepijjem.  Ego  me  au- 
tem  nee  gratias^  quas  mihidigna- 
ta  eft  A,  V.  R  mtruiffe  prafero, 
faltem  non  alio  nomine  quam 
fumrni  rfiius  qua  tenear  dejiderii 
alieriores  aliquas  cj>*  majores  oc-* 
cafimes  confquendi,  quibus  de- 
votiffimiim  prorfus  in  A.  V.  R. 
iff  res  Portugaitia  jludium  me- 
um  tejlarl poiero,  be?:eveicniiam- 
que  ijiam  cujus  tejlimonia  me  tarn 
eximie  ornatum  voluit^  o?nni  me- 
liore  modo  denureri. 

taleat  interim  A.  V.  R.  me* 
que  fmper  inter  prcccipuos  glo- 
ria futs  1  nit  ores  1  rebufque  full 
uddulijfimsSi  aftitmtre  vela. 
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To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Dec.  10,  N.  S.  1669. 

I  Received  yefterday  yours  of  the  23d  pad,  together 
with  his  majefty's  inftrucYions  of  the  2  2d  %  and 
could  have  wifhed  Mr.  Werden  had  brought  them  with 
him  for  a  referve,  though  not  to  have  been  communi- 
cated till  the  laft  minute  of  his  flay,  and  the  defpair 
of  all  other  trials,  for  by  that  means  we  might  have 
kept  the  bufinefs  entire  \  whereas  now,  though  it  may 
recover  fome  life,  yet  I  much  doubt  whether  it  ever 
can,  the  ftrength  and  health  of  its  firft  conftitution ; 
for  befides  fo  great  andfo  manyjealoufies  as  are  enter- 
ed into  it  on  all  fides,  I  count  monfieur  MarechaPs  go- 
ing away  a  very  ill  accident ;  and  can  yet  make  no  guefs 
how  monfieur  Appleboome  will  acquit  himfelf  when- 
ever we  fhall  come  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfidies, 
though  monfieur  Marechal  was  fo  forward  as  to  make  it 
fure:  but  Mr.  Werden  can  tell  you  how  different  forts 
of  men  they  are  ;  and  for  ought  I  fee,  all  bufmeffes  de- 
pend upon  the  qualities  of  the  men  that  manage 
them  ;  which  (confidering  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this)  is  all 
I  fhall  fay  in  anfvver  of  your  compliment  to  me  •,  that 
it  is  in  very  good  hands. 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  laft,  of  the  bold  ad- 
vance the  Dutch  had  made  to  the  conftable,  of  fign- 
ing  their  part  of  their  concert  alone  immediately  up- 
on the  payment  of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 
We  expect  'every  day  the  anfwer  to  this  propofition  ; 
and  rinding  one  claufeof  my inftructions  to  command 
the  fuppreffing  them,  in  cafe  I  find,  either  before  or 
after  their  arrival,  that  the  money  would  be  paid  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty  of  May  laft,  I  thought  it  agree- 
able to  what  1  conceive  of  his  majefty's  intentions,  for 
me  to  take  no  notice  of  them  till  X  fee  what  this  return 
from  the  conftable  will  produce  -,  and  in  cafe  it  be  fol- 
lowed 
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lowed  by  the  payment  of  the  money,  to  expect  his  ma* 
jelly's  farther  orders  before  I  proceed  upon  them.    If 
the  Conftable  (till  infill  to  have  the  concert  jointly 
figned,  I  fhall  then  fall  into  the  confideration  of  it  with 
the  Swedes  and  Dutch  minifters,  and  endeavour  to 
bring  it  to  an  iflue^  according  to  his  majefty's  induc- 
tions, but  fo  as  not  to  proftitute  our  offer  till  we  have 
aflurance  that  no  more  difficulties  will  be  made  by 
Spain  ;  nor  any  changes  defired  in  that  concert  which 
has  fo  long  been  framed,  and  in  which  I  have  not 
obferved  the  leafl  inclination  in  any  of  the  minifters 
here  to  admit  of  any  alterations.     I  fuppofe  it  is  not 
his  majefty's  intention  I  mould  confent  to  the  concert, 
but  in  conjunction  with  the  Swedes  as  well  as  the 
Dutch,  in  cafe  the  firft  fhould  not  be  induced  to  it,  or 
raife  new  difficulties  :  and  according  to  this  apprehen- 
fion  I  fhall  proceed.     In  all  which  points  I  am  more 
diftinct,  that  you  may  find  whether  I  underfland  his 
majefty's  meaning  right,  and  may  pleafe  accordingly  to 
inform  and  direct  me  :  for  the  paces,  as  they  are  much 
more  difficult,  fo  they  ought  to  be  much  more  cau- 
tious in  a  minifter  when  his  inftructions  are  numerous 
and  particular,  as  mine  are  grown  in  this  affair.    And 
you  may  be  very  confident  when  they  are  once  given 
they  fhall  be  punctually  obferved  to  the  beft  that  1  can 
underfland  them.     And  in  that  itfelf,  I  thank  God,  I 
have  not  yet  failed  ;  and  defire  nothing  of  my  mafter 
and  my  friends  more  than  that  I  may  be  the  firfl  to 
hear  of  it  when  I  do. 

I  did  enclofe  the  laft  memorial  I  fent  the  States  upon 
the  bufmefs  of  Surinam  •,  and  fpoke  with  monfieurVan 
Beuninghen  fince  my  laft  upon  it.  He  protefts,  that 
for  his  part  he  is  of  opinion  (and  fb  are  moft  of  his  pro- 
vince) to  give  us  jufl  what  we  afk  in  that  matter ;  but 
that  we  mull  excuie  the  delays  of  their  constitution, 
when  the  diffent  of  one  province  makes  therefolutions 
of  all  the  other  lame.  He  confeffed,  that  though  Zea- 
land had  confented  to  what  I  mentioned  in  two  of  my 
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late  letters,  yet  they  had  ordered  their  deputies  to  de- 
lay the  conclufion  of  it  for  a  while  •,  fo  as  they  had 
been  forced  to  write  once  more  to  convince  them  of 
the  neceffity  which  Holland  thought  there  was  to  dif- 
patch  it  fpeedily  as  well  as  effectually  :  and  he  hoped 
for  a  fudden  and  good  anfwer  from  them. 

The  minifters  here  have  been  earned  with  me  to 
propofe  to  his  majefty,  to  go  the  fame  or  equal  pace 
with  them  in  laying  impofitions  upon  the  French  com- 
modities ;  which  they  think  would  prove  the  greateit 
parfimony  that  either  of  us  could  ufe,  and  be  a  greater 
blow  to  France  than  armies  could  give.  And  they  fay* 
in  cafe  his  majefty  Jhould  refolve  upon  it,  they  would 
go  as  far  as  he  pleafed  in  it ;  whereas  without  that, 
they  muft  be  fomething  tenderer  than  they  would  be. 

They  would  fain  engage  me  likewife  to  propofe  to 
his  majefty  their  joining  with  us  in  equal  proportion  of 
fhips  and  men  for  the  carrying  on  a  war  againft  Al- 
giers :  but  It  fuppofe  their  end  is,  that  they  may  be  com- 
prehended likewife  in  a  peace  with  them,  which  may 
perhaps  be  our  fartheft  aim  :  and  fo  I  tell  them  this 
might  have  been  a  welcome  propofal  when  we  began 
tofet  out  our  fleet;  but  canfignify  little  now  the  ac- 
tion feems  near  an  end :  however,  that  fuch  things  are 
litter  to  be  propoled  by  their  own  ambaffador  in  Eng- 
land than  by  me :  and  I  mention  them  that  you  may 
be  prepared,  in  cafe  he  receive  inftructions  to  propofe 
them  there.     I  am  always  as  becomes  me,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

S  I  R>  Hague,  Dec.  13,  N.  S.  1669, 

T Hough  I  had  liberty  given  me  by  your  lafl  of 
the  2d  pail,  to  make  ufe  of  my  late  inftructions 
as  foon  as  I  pleafed,  the  Conftable's  pofitive  anfwer  ha- 
ving fatisfied  you  what  we  were  to  expect  from  thence'; 
yet  the  ad  van  ce  having  fi  nee  been  made  from  the  Dutch, 
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by  the  offer  I  acquainted  you  with  to  the  Conftable,  I 
refblved  (till  to  purfue  what  I  intended  in  my  laft,  in 
fupprefling  wholly  this  instruction  till  I  faw  the  Con- 
ftable's  anfwer  to  the  States  letter,  and  what  hopes  that 
would  furnifh  us  with  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  the 
prefent  money  without  engaging  his  majefty  in  the 
concert  before  his  meafures  were  taken  more  fully  with 
Spain.  But  yefterday  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  came 
to  tell  me,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  their  a- 
gent  Fonfeca,  which  aftures  him  that  orders  were  al- 
ready fent  me  to  fign  the  concert  ^  and  that  his  majefty 
told  him  fo  at  the  fame  time  when  he  received  news  of 
Don  Juan  de  Toledo's  death.  I  told  him,  the  autho- 
rity was  too  good  to  be  difputed  \  and  therefore  I  con- 
fefTed  I  had  received  orders  to  make  a  farther  advance 
for  the  fatisfaction  of  Spain  and  the  confederates,  than 
his  majefty  had  yet  thought  fit  to  do,  or  efteemed  him- 
felf  at  all  obliged  to :  but  I  defired  them  to  believe 
there  was  nothing  to  give  them  any  the  leaft  hopes 
of  his  majefty 's  charging  himfelf  with  any  part  of 
the  Swedifli  flibfidies.  That  if  they,  and  Sweden  and 
Holland,  could  agree  upon  that  point,  fo  as  to  difpofe 
Sweden  to  fign  the  firft  concert  that  was  propofed  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  guaranty,  his  majefty  would  go 
very  far  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter. 
But  I  afiured  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  I 
were  agreed  with  Sweden  and  Holland  to  make  him 
an  offer  of  the  concert,  yet  we  would  not  do  any  thing 
towards  it  till  he  had  powers  to  confign  the  money  im- 
mediately, without  any  new  difpatches  and  difficulties 
from  BrufTels, 

I  found  theSpanim  ambaffador  had  immediately  up- 
on receipt  of  his  letters  from  England  fent  an  extract 
of  them  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  as  the  baron  dMfola  had 
done  to  monfieur  Applebome,  who  were  both  in  pain 
till  they  knew  the  truth  from  me,  and  fent  to  me  to 
chat  purpofe  :  and  knowing  the  ambaflador  woyld  be 
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as  diligent  to  inform  the  Conftable  as  them,  and  conie* 
quently  influence  any  anfwer  not  already  given  to  the 
Dutch  letter  •,  I  refolved  to  go  and  talk  with  them  both 
upon  the  bufinefs,  and  concert  with  them  what  courie 
to  hold  in  the  progrefs  of  it,    I  could  not  get  a  time  of 
fpeaking  with  monfieur  de  Witt  to  day,  but  did  with 
monfieur  Applebome  -,  and  much  to  the  fame  purpofc 
as  I  had  yefterday  to  the  Spanifh  ambafTador,  but  plain- 
er, and  in  more  conndence;  All  that  I  could  get  from 
him  was^  that  he  would  read  over  that  firft  concert  to 
day,  and  confider  whether  he  could  fign  it :  that  it 
was  true,  monfieur  Marechal  had  offered  to  fign  fome- 
thing  like  it,  but  containing  in  the  fame  act  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  their  future  fubfidies,  which  they  were  to  infill  up- 
on before  they  fign  it.     I  told  him  all  the  difference 
would  be,  that  whereas  they  contented  themfelves  be- 
fore with  Spain's  promife  of  one  half,  to  take  it  now 
for  three  parts,  if  the  Spaniards  would  be  perfuaded  to 
it  *,  and  they  had  the  fame  fecurity  for  one  as  for  the 
other  (which  I  knew  they  reckoned  upon)  of  not  fur- 
nifhing  more  troops  than  in  proportion  to  the  money 
they  received.  He  feemed  a  good  deal  unfatisfied  that 
the  Spanifh  ambafTador  had  received  the  advice  from 
England  before   the  anfwer  Was  returned  from  the 
Conftable  :  for  fince  we  will  make  no  part  of  the  fecu- 
rity for  their  future  fubfidies,  I  find  they  would  very 
fain  touch  the  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  before 
they  give  the  concert,  which  they   might  then   fell 
dearer  to  Spain,  or  at  leafl  make  it  the  price  of  their 
fatisfaction  growing  due  by  the  two  next  payments  of 
the  four  hundred  eighty  thoufand  crowns  already  due. 
All  ended  between  us  with  this  promife,  of  acquaint- 
ing me  with  his  refolution,  fo  foon  as  he  had  coniidered 
it,  and  the  propofal  of  a  conference  upon  it  with  mon- 
fieur de  Witt.     I  find  now  the  want  I  always  feared  of 
monfieur  Marechal,  who  is  not  to  be  retrieved ;  fo 
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that  we  muft  make  our  beft  of  what  we  have,  and  do 
all  we  can  to  put  him  out  of  his  pace. 

The  baron  d'Ifola  came  to  me  this  afternoon  •,  and 
his  bufinefs  I  found  was  to  perfuade  me  to  fign  mon- 
fieur  MarechaPs  projects,  and  thereby  charge  his  ma- 
jefly with  the  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  to  Sweden,  but 
upon  a  promife  from  the  Conflable,  of  Spain  fupply- 
ing  his  majefly  with  the  fums  we  mould  furnifh  upon 
that  engagement.  But  I  cut  him  off  fhort  in  that  and 
all  other  expedients  -y  and  told  him,  if  his  majefly  were 
induced  to  fign  the  concert,  as  it  was  more  than  they 
had  any  reafon  to  expect  from  him,  lb  it  was  all  they 
were  to  hope  in  this  matter  •,  and  therefore  I  dented 
him  to  reckon  upon  it,  and  take  their  meafures  ac- 
cordingly. I  fyppofe  by  what  he  faid,  his  intentions 
are  to  go  away  for  BruiTcls  within  a  day  or  two,  and 
bring  us  a  pofztive  refolution  of  what  we  are  to  expect 
from  thence  as  to  the  immediate  payment,  and  their 
promife  to  Sweden  of  three  parts  of  the  future  fubfi- 
dies :  but  he  will  firft  endeavour  to  know  monfieur 
Applebome's  mind,  who  will  at  lead  be  flirt  in  this, 
that  the  promife  be  made  by  Spain  to  the  confederates, 
and  not  directly  to  Sweden. 

Since  my  laft  the  Lunenburg  envoy  came  to  defire 
me,  that  I  would  let  his  majefly  know  how  much  his 
maflers  efleemed  themfelves  honoured  by  the  overtures 
his  majefly  made  them  of  entering  into  an  alliance,  of 
which  he  was  the  head  :  that  thereupon  they  had  or- 
dered him  to  attend  here  ever  fince,  in  hopes  of  fome 
farther  propofals  towards  the  engaging  them  in  it ;  but 
that  his  maflers  hearing  no  farther  from  hence,  and 
finding  that  by  the  ill  poflure  of  our  triple  alliance  y 
other  princes  of  Germany  were  feeking  other  meafures, 
they  had  commanded  him  to  return  (which  he  mould 
do  about  three  weeks  hence)  but  firfl  to  endeavour  by 
my  hand  to  give  his  majefly  the  bell  teflimonies  of 
their  affections  to  his  fervice,  and  good  intentions  to- 
wards  the  ends  he  had  fo  glorioufly  engaged  in.  I  pro- 
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mifed  him  to  perform  the  meffage,  and  employed  the 
reft  of  my  difcourie  in  convincing  him*  how  much 
more  the  princes  of  Germany  were  concerned  in  the 
defence  of  Flanders,  than  his  majefty}  and  that  how- 
ever, if  his  mailers  had  any  expectations  befides  their 
own  interefts  towards  engaging  them,  they  ought  to  be 
from  Holland,  and  not  from  us  -,  fince  the  moft  im- 
portant ufe  of  their  troops  would  be  to  awe  the  bifhop 
ofMunfler,  who  might  otherwife  be  able  by  the  French 
affiftances  to  divert  all  or  the  greater!  part  of  the  Dutch 
forces  that  way,  and  thereby  leave  Flanders  open  to 
the  French.  He  confeffed  both  thefe  points ;  and  I 
promifed  to  do  him  any  good  offices  I  could  towards 
the  Dutch  minifters. 

The  deputies  of  the  States  came  this  day  to  me,  to 
allure  me  of  their  defires  and  refolutions  to  fatisfy  his 
majefty  in  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam,  but  that  they  could 
not  yet  come  to  a  final  conclufion,  and  therefore  de- 
fired  me  to  have  patience  for  a  little  longer  time,  after 
which  I  might  affure  myfelf  of  a  good  end  in  it.  They 
pretended  monfieur  de  Witt's  and  their  chief  minifters 
being  fo  much  taken  up  at  this  time  ;  but  upon  dif- 
courie confeffed,  the  Zealanders  aim  to  have  their  next 
fiiips  arrive  from  Surinam.  Upon  which  I  fell  into 
ibme  heat  with  them ;  and  told  them,  I  would  never 
fend  fuch  a  meffage  to  his  majefty,  fuch  delays  being 
fitter  for  law-fuits  than  public  negotiations ;  at  laft  con- 
cluded, that  becaufe  I  would  a  little  confider  their  mi- 
nifters being  fo  much  taken  up  at  this  pinch,  about 
levies  and  other  affairs  agitating  in  the  States  of  Hol- 
land, I  was  content  to  ftay  fix  days  longer  for  their  re- 
folution  in  this  matter,  upon  condition  I  fhould  have 
it  in  that  time  to  his  majefty's  fatisfacliion.  To  make 
fhort  of  a  long  conference ;  this  they  agreed  to  at  laft, 
and  I  will  hope  may  keep  their  words,  fince  there  was 
one  of  the  Zealand  deputies  among  them. 

The  talk  you  give  me  in  the  end  of  your  letter  is, 
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as  you  fay,  a  hard  one  ;  for  whatfoever  is  planted  of 
that  kind,  will  not  grow  long  or  well,  but  out  of  a 
good  root  at  home  -,  however,  I  fhall  venture  at  it 
here  all  I  can  ;  and  dare  undertake  it  fhall  not  thrive 
worfe  in  this,  than  in  other  neighbour  foils.  I  am,  fcrV. 

To  my  lord  Arlington, 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Dec.  24,  N.  S.  1669. 

'Tp  Hough  monfieur   Overkirk   wants  nothing  to 

X  make  him  welcome  every  where,  but  efpecially 
at  the  Hague,  yet  I  confefs  he  was  the  more  fo  to  me, 
by  a  letter  he  brought  me  from  your  lordfhip  •,  where- 
by I  found  myfelf  to  be  not  altogether  forgotten  where 
I  defire  mod  to  be  remembered,  and  would  deferve  it 
if  I  could.  I  am  very  fenfible  that  the  right  you  fay 
he  has  done  me  there,  may  rather  prove  an  ill  office 
than  a  good  ;  but  however  I  am  not  the  lefs  obliged 
by  his  good  meaning,  nor  the  more  touched  by  their 
ill,  who  are  not  content  I  mould  gain  a  little  efleem, 
whilll  I  am  content  to  gain  nothing  dk ;  and  where  I 
mould  not  care  for  that  neither,  but  that  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  belt  way  any  minifter  can  take  towards  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  matter's  fervice.  Whilft  your  lordfhip 
hath  neither  ihare  nor  belief  in  the  ill  offices  are  done 
me,  I  fhall  very  eafily  neglect  what  comes  from  other 
hands,  and  content  myfelf  with  not  deferving  them, 
and  with  the  affurance,  that  time  will  do  me  right ;  and 
that  your  lordfhip  will  not  lofe  your  confidence  of  me 
till  you  have  told  me  of  fome  one  action  in  my  whole  life, 
that  you  thought  did  not  become  a  man  you  were  in- 
clined to  think  well  of.  And  fo  I  will  leave  that  fubject. 

I  agree  with  your  lordfhip  in  being  forry  that  Mr. 
Werden  did  not  flay  to  fee  the  effect  of  his  majefly's 
laft  refolution  in  the  great  bufmefs  here :  and  though 
the  ill  or  no  entertainments  of  this  place  might  excufe 
his  hafle  of  returning ;  yet  I  believe  he  would  have  been 
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content  a  little  to  delay  it,  if  he  had  expected  any  thing 
new  from  England  :  and  for  my  part,  I  wifh  nothing 
more  than  fome  true  witneis  of  my  carriage  where-ever 
I  am  employed ;  which  I  doubt  not  he  would  have 
proved,  without  increafing  any  more  than  leffening 
my  faults.    I  mail  do  neither  by  thofe  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  your  lordfhip  has  fo  much  reafon  to  cenfure  and 
reproach :  nor  fhould  I  be  lefs  amazed  at  them,  but 
that  I  look  upon  them  as  the  ufual  diffractions  of  weak 
and  difeafed  bodies.     It  is  certain,  they  have  deferved 
fo  little  of  us,  that  we  have  no  reafon  at  all  to  con- 
cern ourfelves  in  their  interefts  or  dangers,  unlefs  we 
find  they  will  have  very  itrong  and  necefTary  confe- 
quences  upon  our  own  5  and  in  that  cafe  our  growing 
angry  with  them  will  only  ferve  to  hurt  ourfelves ;  and 
we  had  better  help  them  to  mend  their  faults,  than 
force  them  by  defpajr  or  hardfhips  to  increafe  them. 
Mod  of  the  minifters  here,  not  knowing  what  to  make 
of  their  late  conduct  in  the  difficulties  upon  theSwedifh 
money,  nor  feeing  well  which  way  to  turn  themfelves, 
in  cafe  Spain  lhould  take  its  meafures  with  France  by 
an  exchange  of  Flanders,  begin  to  confefs  they  have 
dealt  too  roughly  with  them,  in  impofing  not  only  the 
laws  of  a  hard  peace  upon  them,  but  the  Swedifh  fub- 
fidies  at  the  fame  time,  and  ever  fince  refufing  them 
their  guaranty  till  thofe  were  paid  •,  and  feem  to  wifh 
they  had  either  accepted  the  firfl  propofal  I  was  fent 
hither  to  make  them  upon  that  occafion,  or  elfe  endea-r 
voured  a  defenfive  league  with  them  after  the  conclu* 
fion  of  the  peace  at  Aix  ;  1  mean,  if  it  might  have 
been  done  in  conjunction  with  us  :  for  I  think,  while 
we  are  content  to  hold  firm  with  them,  it  were  nq 
great  matter  to  undertake  they  fhall  never  take  any  mea- 
fures without  us,  either  there  or  any  where  elfe  •,  though 
I  know  there  are  reports  in  France  that  would  make 
us  believe  it,  if  we  are  apt  to  thofe  impreflions. 
For  their  detaining  us  fo  long  upon  the  point  of  Sur 
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rinam,  it  muft  be  attributed  to  the  conftitution  of  this 
State,  where  the  obflinacy  of  any  one  province  can  keep 
off  a  reiblution  of  the  States  General  as  long  as  they 
pleafe,  and  that  happens  often  where  (as  in  this  caie) 
the  mattertouches  one  province  by  a  particular  intereft, 
and  the  reft  only  by  a  general  one  ;  for,  I  am  fure,  the 
province  of  Holland  and  the  other  five  were  many 
months  ago  refolved,  not  only  to  give  us  in  fubftancc 
the  fatisfaction  we  demanded,  but  in  our  own  forms 
too;  till  they  found  that  Zealand  would  neither  be  per- 
fuaded  ni  gourmandz  into  the  fame  refolution ;  which 
hath  made  it  hang  fo  long,  and  go  over  at  laft  defective 
as  to  what  we  expected  about  one  of  our  own  ihips, 
though,  as  they  contend,  full  as  to  what  we  can  in  any 
way  ground  upon  our  articles.  For  their  great  arm- 
ing, which  it  feems  makes  more  noife  with  you  and 
in  France  than  it  does  here ;  1  mail  not  need  give  your 
lordfhip  the  particular  of  it,  becaufe  that  is  done  with 
the  other  current  news  by  my  fecretary  Mr.  Blaithwait 
every  week  to  Mr.  Williamfon  ;  and  mail  only  mark 
what  may  perhaps  have:  efcaped  your  lordfhip,  that 
there  are  yet  no  actual  levies  here  agreed  upon,  but 
only  officers  chofen,  agreements  made  with  them,  and 
fecurity  taken  for  their  bringing  in  their  men  at  a  cer- 
tain warning  when  they  fhall  be  called  upon  by  the 
States  :  fo  as  the  execution  of  what  is  hitherto  but  pre- 
pared will  depend  upon  the  clearer  difcovery  of  the 
French  or  the  Munfter  intentions  to  open  a  war:  both 
which  are  expected  here,  and  equally  feared  ;  the  dif- 
ference not  being  greatbetween  the  danger  of  Flanders 
and  their  own :  fo  tha£  I  can  only  anfwer  your  lord- 
fhip's  queftion  about  the  States  meaning  in  this  point; 
that  it  is,  QiCon  ne  les  trouve  pas  fans  vert  le  pint  ems 
qui  vient-,  and  that  if  it  may  prove  a  year  of  action, 
they  will  not  be  found  without  arms  in  their  hands, 
for  the  better  making  either  of  peace  or  war.  It  is  a 
hard  attempt  what  your  lordfhip  mentions,  to  defend 
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their  neighbours  in  fpight  of  their  teeth  •,  yet  I  believe, 
in  cafe  Spain  fhould  come  to  an  exchange  with  France, 
and  any  of  the  towns  of  Flanders  fhould  refufe  to  obey 
it,  either  not  to  be  fold  like  (laves  (as  they  call  it) 
by  the  Spaniards,  or  not  to  be  ufed  like  (laves  by  the 
French  •,  you  would  fee  this  State  protect  them  with  all 
their  forces ;  and  blow  up  any  fuch  ends  of  a  war  in 
Flanders,  rather  than  venture  it  at  home  •,  and  per- 
haps endeavour  to  unite  any  fuch  new  member  into  the 
body  of  their  State,  by  giving  them  an  eighth  voice 
in  their  generality,  in  cafe  it  mould  be  fuch  a  place  as 
Antwerp,  or  Ghent,  or  Bruges,  where  they  might  ea- 
fily  come  with  their  arms  to  defend  it:  and  they  have 
notice  of  fome  fuch  difcourfes  already  a-foot  in  thefe 
parts,  which  they  neglect  not  to  foment,  as  a  provifion 
againft  fuch  a  blow  from  Spain.     In  cafe  all  they  can 
do  mould  not  be  of  force  to  prevent  the  falling  of  Flan- 
ders into  the  French  hands,  I  believe  their  laft  re- 
iource  may  be  to  endeavour  being  received  as  a  circle 
into  the  Empire :  but  in  all  thefe  transactions  their 
chiefeft  care  will  be  to  ftrengthen  their  union  all  they 
can  with  us,  and  to  embark  us  in  what  they  now  ef- 
teem  the  common  caufe,  of  (lopping  the  growth  of 
the  French  greatnefs.    For  though  they  fay,  and  with 
truth,  that  we  engaged  them  firftin  the  purfuit  of  thefe 
rneafures,  and  the  whole  courfe  of  their  prefent  coun- 
sels; yet  they  would  be  much  at  eafe  to  fee  us  now  as 
warm  and  as  deep  in  them  as  they  are  themfelves,  and 
would  fain  give  us  the  honour  of  leading  in  them  all 
The  difcourfe  your  lordfhip  will  pofiibly  hear  about 
changes  or  decays  in  the  credit  of  the  miniftry  here,  t 
believe  have  no  farther  fource  than  an  endeavour  in  the 
city  of  Amfterdam  to  make  themfelves  more  consider- 
ed than  as  a  fimple  town  in  the  provinces ;  fince  they 
pay  half  of  all  that  is  laid  upon  the  province  of  Hol- 
land, as  Holland  does  of  all  that  is  levied  on  the  fe- 
ven  provinces  •,  which  makes  them  believe  they  ought 
%t  lead  in  fome  degree  to  be  confideredin  the  province 
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as  Holland  is  in  the  State  •,  which  made  them  employ 
all  their  ftrength  to  oppofe  the  faction  of  Leyden,  Dort, 
Rotterdam,  &c.  who  under  monfieur  de  Witt's  in- 
fluence have  of  late  years  carried  all  before  them  in  the 
ufual  elections  ;  and  join  with  the  body  of  the  nobility 
here,  to  chufe  monfieur  MattenefTe  in  exclufion  of 
monfieur  Meerman  •,  where  the  conteft  was  about  an 
office  of  the  greater!:  profit  in  thefe  countries,  and  of 
great  honour,  though  not  influence  upon  the  public  af- 
fairs. They  have  likewife  fucceeded  well  in  the  late 
election  of  officers  for  the  new  levies,  and  feem  difpofed 
to  run  on  flill  in  a  firing.  And  amongft  them  there 
have  of  late  been  overtures  about  making  a  new  mi- 
nifler,  under  the  name  of  Secretary  of fiate\  whofe 
province  mould  be  chiefly  to  receive  the  addreffes  of  fo- 
reign minifters,  and  take  the  care  of  all  foreign  dif- 
patches ;  and  fo  eafe  monfieur  de  Witt  of  that  atten- 
tion he  is  fain  to  give  thofe  as  well  as  the  home-affairs. 
And  this  I  fuppofe  was  calculated  for  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen,  who  has  filently  had  a  great  hand  in  all 
the  counfels  and  motions  of  this  town  of  Amfterdam  ; 
and,  I  believe,  will  in  effect  come  to  have  the  chief 
part,  or  at  leaft  burthen,  in  foreign  tranfactions,  whe- 
ther with  any  new  name  or  no. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  in  thefe  late  brigues  has  very  pru- 
dently avoided  any  appearance  of  being  a  party  in  them ; 
and  contented  himfelf  with  going  his  ufual  pace,  but 
{tickling  no  farther  in  any  of  them  ;  feeming  rather  to 
intend  and  endeavour  the  compofure  of  all,  than  the. 
valuing  himfelf  upon  a  divifion;  which  I  believe,  with 
his  being  fo  very  neceffary  to  the  State,  will  ever  pre- 
ferve  him  in  his  confideration  here,  'without  fome  violent 
revolution^  to  which  nothing  feems  at  all  difpofed. 

Among  the  late  divifions  of  this  province,  one  great 
point  has  been  about  the  intended  prohibition  of  French 
commodities;  which  has  been  violently  carried  on  by 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  and  his  town  of  Amfterdam, 
but  oppofed  and  tempered  by  the  towns  of  the  other 
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faction,  upon  the  refpe£l  of  their  particular  intcrefts  in 
the  French  tftde,  and  the  pretext  of  danger  or  ill  con- 
fequences  in  fuch  a  counfel,  unlefs  it  be  taken  in  con- 
cert with  England  :  fo  that  whether  it  will  go  farther 
than  the  defence  of  the  common  French  commodities 
that  are  in  wear,  I  know  not ;  though  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  reckoned  (not  long  lince)  abfolutely,  that 
it  would  be  carried  to  French  fait  and  brandy  •,  and  if 
we  would  go  the  fame  pace,  it  mould  reach  to  their 
wine  too:  which,  he  believed,  would  foon  bring  France 
into  fuch  a  confumption  as  would  keep  them  from  be- 
ing; fo  troublefome  abroad.  But  I  entered  no  farther 
with  him  into  any  difcourfe  of  that  kind,  becaufe  I 
doubt  whether  we  are  of  a  temper  or  a  humour  to  re- 
folve  or  execute  any  bold  or  fmart  proportions,  how 
well  foever  conceived,  or  conducing  to  our  health  and 
good  fortunes :  though  I  queftion  not  at  all  but  God 
Almighty  has  given  us  the  power  of  going  as  high  as 
the  greateft  of  our  neighbours,  but  perhaps,  as  your 
lordfhip  fays,  unknown  to  ourfelves,  and  in  another 
way  than  fome  of  us  would  be  glad  to  have  had  it. 
But  where-ever  it  lies  I  doubt  it  will  never  come  out, 
till  his  majefty  can  find  the  means  to  make  an  end  of  all 
fencing  with  the  bents  of  his  parliament,  or  difcon- 
tents  of  his  people  •,  and  bring  his  government  into  the 
credit  of  having  no  other  aims  nor  interefts  but  thofe 
of  his  fubjects  in  general,  not  in  particular-,  nor  con- 
sequently any  eye  upon  their  money  but  for  thofe  ufes, 
they  are  willing  to  give  it.  This  1  confefs  is  my  opi- 
nion upon  the  whole,  and  that  all  does  not  confift  in 
a  parliament's  being  prevailed  with  to  give  what  is  afk- 
ed  in  point  of  money,  as  I  find  many  people  think. 
However,  I  mould  never  have  faid  it  to  any  but  your 
lordfhip ;  nor  to  you  neither,  but  induced  by  the  me- 
lancholy reflections  I  obferved  in  your  letter  upon  this 
iubjecl: :  but,  whatever  mine  or  another's  opinion  is,  I 
am  confident  every  man  that  thinks  at  all,  muft  think 
it  were  not  amifs  if  his  majefty  and  his  minifters  would 
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once  for  all  confider  and  agree  upon  a  general  draught 
of  thofe  ways  and  counfels  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  they  judge  will  beft  anfwer  the  great  ends  of  the 
king  and  kingdom's  fafety,  honour,  and  quiet.  For 
when  fuch  a  fcheme  is  once  agreed  upon,  all  the  parts 
of  it  may  be  purfued  in  their  order,  and  with  conftant 
application  till  they  are  brought  to  pafs  •,  at  leaft  fuch 
as  fail  not  in  the  trial,  and  fo  are  found  to  have  been 
ill  conceived.  But  if  it  mould  prove  (as  I  find  fome 
men  think)  that  we  live  only  by  the  day  •,  and  content 
ourfelves  to  patch  up  things  as  they  break  out,  and  fly 
at  the  game  as  it  rifes  •,  it  is  at  the  beft  but  like  birding 
or  hawking,  which  may  furnifh  a  dim  Or  two,  but 
can  never  keep  the  houfe. 

If  your  lordfhip  can  pardon  all  this  liberty  and 
trouble,  I  will  not  run  myfelf  into  theoccafion  of  afk- 
ing  it  again  •,  if  not,  you  mud  lay  the  whole  fault  up- 
on your  own  letter,  or  rather  upon  my  not  having 
heard  from  you,  or  written  to  you  of  late ;  and  upon 
my  perpetual  ftrong  inclinations  of  returning  into  my 
old  correfpondence,  juft  as  a  man  does  into  an  old  love^ 
which  lies  ftill  at  heart,  however  diverted  or  difcontinu- 
ed.  But  becaufe  I  ufe  fo  much  freedom  in  the  account 
of  difpolitions  here,  and  of  my  own  thoughts,  I  fend  it 
by  Mr.  Richard's  conveyance  to  your  own  hands ; 
in  which  I  mall  ever  think  all  fafe  that  concerns  me> 
becaufe  I  have  been  always,  and  am  with  fo  much  paf= 
Xion,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  Conftabk  of  Caftile.     Au  Connetable  de  Caftile. 

Hague,  Jan.  23.  La  Haye,  le  23  Jan, 

My  Lord,         N.S.  1670.  Monfieur,         S.  N.  1670*. 

I  Doubt  not  but  the  Spaniih  *>fE  ne  douie  pas  que  monftcur 

*  ambaffador    has    by    this  J  I'ambaJJadeur  d'  Efpagne  m 

courier  communicated  to  your  communique  a  V.  E.  per  ce  cou- 

excellency  the  project  of  the  rhr  Uprojetdu  concert  des forces 

concert  for  particular  forces,  fsrtsawera,  I  quel  a  He  arret? 

drawn  •                                             in 
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d  rawn  up  by  confent  of  the 
minifters  of  the  three  confe- 
derates :  and  1  can  allure  your 
excellency,    that  to  bring  it 
into  form,  all  the  faid  mini- 
fters have  ftretched  their  pow- 
ers as  much  as  pofiible,  fo  that 
there  will  be  no  room  to  prefs 
them  farther ;  and  it  has  been 
with  difficulty  enough  that  we 
have  refifted  the  inftances  of 
the  Swedifh  minifter  to  have 
his  guaranty,rather  than  make 
this  pace  after  fo  many  other 
unprofitable  ones.  He  aflures 
us,    that  he  never  advanced 
any  proportion  of  bringing 
troops  from  Pomerania  or  Bre- 
men ;    becaufe  there  are  no 
more  in  thofe  parts  than  what 
ferve  for  garrifons ;  and  when 
he  is  preffed  upon  this  point, 
he  anfwers  us,  that  to  main- 
tain fupernumerary  troops  in 
thofe  parts  they  muft  have  fub- 
fidies  even  in  time  of  peace ; 
and  upon  this  condition  Swe- 
den will  be  content. 

I  think  what  he  promifes  is 
fufficient;  that  is,  to  bring  in- 
to the  field  the  16000  men  in 
three  months  after  the  attack ; 
for  there  is  no  appearance  of 
employing  fo  great  forces,  un- 
lefs  by  way  of  diverfion ;  fince 
the  troops  to  be  furnifhed  by 
his  majefty  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral, joined  to  thofe  of  the 
catholic  king,  will  be  as 
many  as  can  be  well  employed 
for  the  defence  of  Flanders  ; 
for  it  is  not  defigned  they 
fhould 


icy  par  le  confente?nent  des  mini* 
fires  des  trois  confederez.  Je 
puis  bien  ajfarer  v.  E.  que pour 
le  reduire  a  la  forme  ou  ile/ly  tous 
les  mini/Ires  fe  font  relachez  a 
Fenviy  6f  autant  qu'il  leur  a  ete 
pojjible.  II  feroit  inutile  de  les 
prefj'er  de  nouveau,  &f  pretendre 
en  obtenir  davantage :  nous  avons 
trouve  affez  de  dffficulte  a  V em- 
porter  fur  le  mintflre  de  Suede, 
pour  avoir  fa  guarantie  avant  que 
d'aller  plus  loin,  £-f  de  faire  de 
nouveaux  pas  inutiles,  apres  tous 
ceux  que  nous  avians  faits,  II 
nous  affeure  de  rt  avoir  jamais 
rien  propose  qui  iendit  a  faire 
venir  des  troupes  de  Pomeranie 
ni  de  Breme,  qui  font  des  lieux 
ou  il  n'y  en  a  pas  un  plus  grand 
nombre  que  ce  qui  I  fautpour  les 
garrifons ;  quifiVonlepreffefur 
ce  point,  il  nous  repond,  que  pour 
entretenir  des  troupes  fupemu- 
meraires  en  ces  lieux-ld,  il  faut 
des fubfidies  en  terns  depaixmeme, 
&  qu'd  ces  conditions  la  Suede  en 
ferafatisfaite. 

II  me  femble  que  c'efl  affez. 
quil  promette  de  fair  agir  les 
16000  hommes  trois  nwisecoides 
aprisfattaque  \  car  ilnx  aguere 
d'apparence  d'employer  de  ft 
grandes  forces,  que  par  voye  de 
diverjhn  :  les  troupes  qui  doiveni 
eire  fournies  par  fa  majefle  & 
les  Etats  Generaux  etant  jointes 
a  celles  du  roy  catholique,  leur 
ncmbre  J era  fuffij ant  pour  lade- 
fenfe  des  Pa'is-bas  ;  car  on  rf& 
pas  deffcin  de  fe  repandre  dans  le 
pais,  if  de  s'y  elargir,  ni  de 
parfiire 
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fhould  be  matters  of  the  field. 
Your  excellency  fees,  that  you 
may  reckon  if  you  pleafe  upon 
iooco  men  from  the  States  in 
15  days  time ;  and  though 
there  be  no  term  fpecified  by 
the  king  my  matter,  I  think 
your  excellency  need  make  no 
difficulty  upon  it,  fince  the 
words,  as  foon  as  poffible,  fig- 
nify  the  {horteft  time  one  can 
defire.  And  I  confefs,  that 
not  having  obferved  any  re- 
flection upon  the  time,  in  the 
orders  of  the  queen  regent  of 
Spain,  which  were  communi- 
cated to  us  by  the  ambaflador 
Gamarra,  I  gave  no  notice  of 
it  to  his  majefty,  thinking  my- 
felf  fufficiently  guarded  by  my 
powers,  to  fign  the  fame  pro- 
ject which  had  been  fent  into 
England  as  well  as  Spain. 


I  hope,  that  as  foon  as  your 
excellency  will  have  fentpow- 
ers  to  the  Spanifh  ambaflador 
to  deliver  the  money,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  fign- 
ing  the  project  as  it  has  been 
communicated  to  him.  And 
I  do  not  think,  from  what  I 
can  judge  by  the  minifter  of 
Sweden,  that  the  affair  is  like- 
ly to  fuffer  any  farther  delays ; 
whereof  I  thought  good  to  give 
your  excellency  this  intelli- 
gence^ 
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paroitre  maitre  de  la  campagne* 
V.  E.  voit  que  quand  il lu'i plai- 
ra,  quinze  jours  de  terns  la  ren- 
dront  maitrcffe  de  dix  milk 
homrnes  de  troupes  des  Etats  Ge- 
neraux ;  &  a  I'egard  du  roy  man 
maitre ,  quoyque  le  terme  ne  foit 
niexprime^niprecifementfpecifiey 
il  mefemble  pcurtant  que  Z7.  E. 
ne  p  cut  former  des  dijficultes  fur 
cela  -,  car  ces  mots,  Au  pi u tot 
que  faire  fe  pourra,  emportent 
bien  un  terme  limite,  quelque 
court  qiion  veuillefefouj entendre, 
perfonne  11  ay  ant  jamais  exige  tine 
chofcplutot  qiielle  nefepeut faire, 
J'avoueray,  que  les  ordres  & 
plcins  pouvoirs  de  la  reine  re* 
gente  d?  Efpagne,  qui  nous  ont 
etc  cGmt/iuniques  par  Vambaffa- 
deur  Gamarra,  ne  faifant  au~ 
cune  mention  de  cctte  petite  diffe- 
rence^ je  nen  amis  pas  donneavn 
a  fa  majejie,  me  crcyant  afses 
muni,  &  °fies  autorise  par  mes 
pleins- pouvoirs  pour  Jigner  k 
meme  projet  qui  avoit  etc  envoye 
en  Angleterre  aujji  bien  quen 
Efpagne. 

fefpere  que  des  que  V.E.  aura 
depecbe  les  pouvoirs  a  Vambajfa- 
deur  d' Efpagne  de  delivrer  V  ar- 
gent, il  ny  aura  plus  de  difficul- 
te  d  la  jignature  du  projet,  tel 
qiiil  luy  a  etc  communique  :  et 
autant  que  je  le  puis  juger,  fur 
tout  par  rapport  au  mtiiiftre  de 
Suede,  je  ne  croy  plus  que  cette 
affaire  trcuve  de  retardemeni. 
C'eft  deque y  fay  voidu  do  finer 
avis  a  V  E.  C-ifi  a  elk  a  en  ufer 
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gence,  which  you  may  make  felon  fa  prudence ,  &  les  inter  eU 

ufe  of  according  to  your  pru-  de  fon  roy,  &  ameflimer  comml 

dence,  and  the  intereftsof  the  jefuisy  &c. 
king  your  matter*     I  am,  my 
lord,  your,  &c+ 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

S  I  R»  Hague,  Jan.  24,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  7th  with  an  enclo- 
fed  to  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen,  which  I  have  fent 
to  Amfterdam,  having  firfl  perufed  it  as  you  pleafed  to 
give  me  leave.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  upon  it  till  I  have 
fpoken  with  him,  and  feen  how  we  agree  in  matter  of 
fact ;  becaufe  the  weight  of  all  feems  to  lie  upon  the 
ufe  of  thofe  private  contracts  to  the  exclufion  of  our 
trade,  having  been  difowned,  if  not  invalidated,  by  the 
treaty  between  the  two  nations  after  the  firft  war ;  and 
upon  the  practice  having  been  exercifed  accordingly 
for  feveral  years  after  and  till  within  few  years  of  our 
fecond  war :  which  two  points,  if  they  can  be  eviden- 
ced by  the  treaty,  and  by  fufficient  teftimomes  of  the 
fubfequent  practice,  we  have  certainly  all  the  realbn  in 
the  world  for  our  demands.  But  if  we  mull  rely  upon 
the  common  equity  in  freedom  of  traffic  between 
friends,  we  are  engaged  in  the  queftion  upon  which 
we  cannot  yet  agree  •,  whether  the  fame  rules  are  cur- 
rent in  the  Indies  as  in  Europe :  to  which  I  fuppofe  we 
mail  hardly  ourfelves  cenfent  if  the  Weft  muft  be  com- 
prehended as  well  as  the  Eaft.  But  i  (hall  be  able  to 
fay  more  upon  this  when  I  have  got  a  fight  of  the  trea^ 
ty  after  the  firft  war,  "and  heard  monfieur  Van  Beunin- 
ghen upon  your  letter  :  and  in  the  mean  time  fhall  af- 
jfure  you  of  all  the  offices  I  can  poffibly  render  towards 
the  obtaining  of  what  we  pretend. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  my  laft  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
Surinam;  being  engaged  in  my  endeavours  of  difpofing 

thsfe 
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thofe  of  Zealand  to  let  it  pafs  fmooth  when  it  comes  to 
the  States  General :.  fuch  Hops  being  eafier  prevented 
than  removed,  while  men  are  fo  apt  to  perfift  in  what 
they  have  once  faid.  In  the  mean  time  the  Penfroner 
of  Zealand  prefTes  me  to  procure  the  names  of  fuch 
as  his  majefty  intends  to  employ  as  commidioners,  be- 
fore the  orders  here  are  configned  me,  according  as 
they  defired  in  their  laft  letter  :  wherein  you  may  ob- 
ferve  the  names  of  three  men  to  be  inferted  on  purpofe- 
that  his  majefty  might  decline  them  in  this  commifTiont 
if  you  pleaie  to  fend  me  the  names,  I  fuppofe  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  the  expediting  of  thefe  orders  ;  unlefs  you 
fhould  think  of  any  inconvenience  in  it,  which  occurs 
not  to  me. 

In  purfuk  of  the  late  conference,  whereof  I  gave 
you  account  in  my  laft,  we  have  agreed  upon  this  en- 
clofed  project  to  be  fent  to  the  Conftable,  as  that  which 
he  may  hope  will  be  Agreed  upon  the  money  being 
paid  i  and  wherein  I  am  fure  there  is  not  any  thing  of 
the  leaft  moment  changed,  as  to  what  concerns  his  ma- 
jefty %  though  the  changing  of  the  form  that  you  fent 
me  could  not  be  avoided*  beeaufe  it  was  without  in- 
troduction or  conclufion,  and  befides  it  went  a  ftep 
farther  than  the  Swedifh  minifter  was  willing  to  go,  iri 
making  it  an  act  to  the  Spaniards ;  whereas  this  runs 
only  as  an  inftrument  between  themfelves,  of  which 
the  Spanifh.  minifters  are  to  have  only  an  authentic' 
copy  5  and  fince  the  Swedes  had  rather  have  it  this  way, 
I  thought  belt  to  agree  with  them,  at  leaft  if  the  Spa-- 
niards  will  be  contented  with  it :  but  1  would  not  be  iri-» 
fluced  to  engage  his  majefty  in  point  of  time  •  though 
1  was  never  preffed  with  more  earneftnefs  to  any  thing, 
both  by  the  Spaniards  and  by  the  Dutch,  Who  fent  their 
deputies  twice  to  perfuade  me  to  rt,  beeaufe  they  were 
unwilling  to  leave  the  Conftable  that  way  of  efcaping  us. 
And  to  fay  the  truth,  in  my  own  judgment  1  thought 
it  very  little  material,  but  1  had  no  orders  to  p-o  farther 
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in  it-,  and  have  to  the  Spaniards  taken  upon  myfelf 
the  not  having  given  his  majefty  any  notice  of  that  pre- 
tention early  enough  to  have  it  included  in  my  powers  & 
as  you  will  fee  by  the  inclofed  copy  of  the  letter  I  yef- 
terday  wrote  the  Conftable,  in  conjunction  with  another 
from  the  States,  to  prefs  conclufion  in  this  affair. 

For  particular  occurrents,  I  refer  to  what  goes  to 
Mr.  Cook,  being  unwilling  to  charge  myfelf  with  the 
credit  of  current  news  \  which  I  have  ever  found  fo  un- 
certain, that  a  man  may  be  confidered  more  for  what  he 
does  not  write,  than  what  he  does.  Yet  I  will  trouble 
you  with  two  fmall  matters,  whether  they  deferve  it  or 
no.  Monfieur  de  Rohan,  brother  to  the  duke  de  Mom^ 
bacon,  having  fold  his  place  of  Grand  Veneur  for  four 
hundred  and  odd  thoufand  livres,  came  hither  laft  week 
to  difpofe  of  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  this  coun- 
try, though  interefl  is  not  half  fo  high  as  in  France  \, 
and  has  done  it :  which  1  reflected  on,  becaufe  I  had 
heard  formerly,  he  was  a  perfon  as  well  with  his  ma- 
iler as  almofl  any  at  court. 

There  was  executed  this  week  at  Amsterdam  a  per- 
fon  of  very  good  quality  and  credit  among  them,  only 
for  having  engaged  the  copies  of  an  obligation  he  had 
from  the  admiralty,  inflead  of  the  original,  to  fome 
perfons  from  whom  he  took  up  money  upon  them  r 
and  though  he  was  nephew  to  one  of  the  burgomafters 
of  that  town,  and  brother  to  the  treafurer  of  Zealand* 
and  all  the  initances  that  could  be,  were  made  for  hav- 
ing him  condemned  all  his  life  to  a  hole  where  he  could 
neither  fee  nor  ftir,  with  offer  of  repaying  all  the  money 
he  had  taken  up  -,  and  afterwards  a  thoufand  pounds 
would  have  been  given  to  have  had  him  executed  in 
prifon;  yet  he  could  not  efcape  lofing  his  head  with  the 
common  forms  in  public,  to  the  lofs  of  his  creditors, 
who  were  as  much  concerned  to  fave  him  as  his  friends. 
Which  I  obferved  as  a  remarkable  ftrain  of  the  juftice 
here,  fo  much  different  from  the  ftyle  of  molt  other 
places.     I  am,  Sir,  &cv  7$ 
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To  ?ny  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  7,  N.  S.  1670. 

Since  my  laft  I  have  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
28th  pail;  and  doubt  not  but  before  this  arrives, 
you  will  be  fully  fatisiied  by  the  late  accounts  I  have 
given,  of  our  progrefs  here,  towards  the  conclusion  of 
what  had  Co  long  depended  between  us  and  the  Spanifh 
minifters  :  I  cannot  yet  fay  the  money  is  paid  -,  but  I 
fee  nothing  that  wants  towards  it,  only  the  adjufting 
of  that  conjunction  (demanded  by  the  Conftable)  of 
merchants  at  Antwerp:  for  the  Spanifh  dealings  are  in 
fo  ill  credit,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  who  will  give 
caution  for  fuch  a  fum  to  the  Spaniards,  and  in  their 
Own  dominions,  where  they  can  plead  and  judge  them- 
felves  :  I  believe  the  States  muft  at  laft  engage  to  the 
merchants  here,  that  they  will  indemnify  them  from  all 
that  fhall  fall  out  on  this  occafion  :  though  after  the 
arrival  of  the  ratifications  from  England  and  Sweden, 
the  Spaniards  fhould  make  a  Querelle  d'Allemand  with 
their  correfpondents  at  Antwerp,  and  force  them  to 
any  prejudice  without  any  pretence. 

I  gave  monfieur  de  Witt  the  firft  news  of  the  French 
king's  declaration,  to  remit  the  judgment  of  the  dif- 
ferences depending  on  the  peace  to  his  majefly's  arid 
the  Crown  of  Sweden's  arbitration :  he  thought  the 
leaving  out  the  States  was  fomething  difcourteous  on 
the  French  fide;  but  faid,  however,  he  was  very  glad 
of  the  thing  being  done,  and  hoped,  as  the  bufinefs 
fhould  receive  no  hurt  by  any  refentment  on  their  fide, 
fo  it  would  receive  none  on  our  fide  by  any  effect  of 
the  great  cajolry  of  France  ;  efpecially  fince  this  refo- 
lution  appeared  by  the  time  to  have  another  fource 
than  only  the  civility  or  deference  of  that  court  towards 
his  majefty. 

I  doubt  the  confidence  in  this  declaration  will  flop 
H  2  the 
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the  levies  which  were  intended  for  this  fpring,  thougft 
thefe  minifters  are  not  the  molt  believing  in  the  French 
promifes  -,  and  I  am  not  very  confident,  the  effect  of 
this  laft  may  not  be  fpoiled  byfome  unreafonable  anfwer 
from  Spain  upon  it ;  having  been  confirmed  in  fuch  a 
fufpicion  by  the  baron  d'Ifola's  opinion,  who  told  me 
he  would  write  to  the  marquis  Gaftel-Rodrigo,,  to  ad- 
vife  that  the  queen  fhould  accept  this  offer  of  France, 
*  pour  veil  que  le  roy  tres-chretien  rtmet trait  an  menu 
arbitrage  toutes  les  contreventions  de  lapaix  dont  PEftagne 
s'eftoit  plaint  a  la  conference  de  Lijle.  Which  concerns 
the  fpoils  of  Burgundy,  and  which  France  would  never 
admit  to  give  jointly  in  the  conference  with  their  pre- 
tentions about  the  dependences.  I  told  the  baron,  I 
feared  fuch  an  anfwer  might  ruin  the  bufinefs,  fince  it 
could  not  come  till  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  and 
might  then  give  the  French  a  pretext  of  recalling,  hia 
word ;  after  the  palling  of  it  had  laid  afleep  all  thoughts 
or  preparations  for  war  both  in  Flanders  and  Holland, 
from  whence  the  firft  afliftance  is  to  be  expected  :  and 
Chat  I  thought  the  anfwer  of  Spain  ought  to  be  full  and 
abfolute  as  to  the  acceptance,  of  what  is  offered  by 
France :  and  if  they  would  make  room  for  the  contrar 
ventions  he  mentions,  that  they  fhould  do  it  rather  by 
enlarging  the  acceptance  than  reflraining  it  to  any  con* 
dition,  and  fay  they  accepted  the  arbitrage  upon  thofe 
dependences,,  and  all  other  differences  arifing  upon  the 
peace ;  in  the  difcuflion  whereof  the  Spanifh  pretentions, 
might  likewife  be  brought  before  the  arbitrators^  but 
at  a  more  feafonable  time  than  this  next  fpring  will 
prove.  The  baron  profeffed  to  be  convinced  by  thefe 
rcafons  :  but  becaufe  there  is  not  much  truft  to  a  per- 
fon  who. is  fo  far  in  love  with  his  own  fufheiency,  and 
feems  to  mind  the  valuing  of  himfelf  at  leaft  equally 

*  Provided  the  mojl  Chrifiian  king  "would  refer  to  the  fame  arbitrage 
4,11  the  contraventions  of  the  ftw$*  nvhereof  Spain  complain&dat  the  conr. 
fersnee  of  Lijk, 
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♦fith  the  doing  of  his  bufmefs ;  I  thought  it  not  im- 
pertinent to  give  your  lordfhip  my  reflection  upon  this 
matter,  that  if  you  approve  it,  you  may  by  fome  fafe 
way  or  cypher  tranfmit  it  to  Sir  William  Godolphin : 
for  otherwife  I  am  confident  the  Spanifh  anfwer  will  be 
perplexed  with  thofc  contraventions,  which  have  held 
the  commiflioners  all  this  while  at  a  bay  at  Lifle,  and 
will  not  be  admitted  by  France  in  the  decifion  of  the 
dependences. 

1  fent  your  lordfhip  enclofed  baron  d'Ifola's  rough 
propofitions  concerning  his  mailer's  joining  with  the 
triple  alliance,  which  the  minifiers  of  the  confederates 
think  fit  to  difbourfe  firfl  among  themfelves,  and  after- 
wards enter  into  conference  with  him,  as  the  minifler$ 
of  one  united  power.  All  we  can  do  at  firfl  will  be 
to  communicate  what  paries  to  our  maflers :  and  there- 
fore I  fend  your  lordfhip  the  firfl  propofals  by  ad- 
vance, that  I  may  the  fooner  know  your  reflections  up- 
on them. 

After  what  will  pafs  here  in  the  conclufion  of  our 
guaranty  and  Swedifh  payments,  1  think,  if  monfieur 
Ognati  can  propofe  any  good  way  of  fecuring  his  ma- 
jefly,  or  rather  furnifhing  him  beforehand  with  what  one 
quarter  of  the  Swedifh  future  fubfidies  will  amount  to 
for  the  three  months  which  are  to  be  advanced,  it  would 
add  to  the  flrength  and  credit  of  our  alliance,  in  giv- 
ing fo  great  a  fatisfaction  to  the  Swede,  as  they  would 
receive  by  his  majefly's  undertaking  for  the  fifteen 
thoufand  crowns  a  month,  which  they  have  fo  much 
infifled  on,  and  feem  fo  much  unfatisfied  with  failing 
in  it. 

I  had  notice  from  my  lord  Falconbridge  of  his  in- 
tended journey  ;  and  have  already  begun  our  correfpon- 
dence  by  a  letter  which  will  meet  him  at  Paris  :  and 
jfhall  not  fail  in  that,  nor  I  hope  in  any  other  duties  of 
my  employment. 

H  j  I  wife 
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I  wifh  my  lord  Berkley  all  fuccefs  in  his  new  and 
great  charge  ;  not  knowing  any  other  wherein  a  dili- 
gent, honeft,  and  able  perfon  may  be  of  greater  fer- 
vice  to  his  majefty  than  in  that.  I  am,  ever,  my  lordj 
your  lprdlhip's  moil  faithful  and  mofl  humble  fervand 

To  Sir  William  Godolpbin. 

SIR,  Hague,  Apr.  3,  N.  S.  1670* 

THis  bearer  monfieu'r  Chiefe  is  difpatched  by  his 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange  to  Madrid,  for 
the  profecution  and  recovery  of  a  great  debt  owing  now 
fome  time  from  that  crown  to  his  highnefs,  and,  I 
think,  not  difputed  by  them  :  and  though  this  gentle- 
man goes  armed  v/ith  much  better  weapons  than  any  I 
can  furnifh  him  towards  the  purluit  of  his  enterprife  ; 
yet  the  prince  having  commanded  me  to  give  hint 
my  recommendations  to  you  among  many  others  hd 
carries,  I  could  not  fail  of  it,  nor  will  I  doubt  its  be- 
ing of  fome  force  with  you,  fince  it  comes  in  thefer- 
vice  of  a  prince  whofe  birth  gives  him  fo  much  intefeft 
in  all  Englishmen,'  and  whole  perfonal  qualities  and 
virtues  give  him  a  great  deal  more  in  all  thofe  that: 
have  the  honour  to  know  him.  I  muft  therefore  beg 
all  the  good  offices  and  "afliflances  you  can  fhew  this 
gentleman  in  purfuit  of  his  highnefs's  concernments, 
as  well  as  your  advice  to  him  if  he  defires  it,  how  to 
addrefs  himfelf  by  fuch  perfons, ;  and  in  fuch  ways,  as 
will  give  him  mod  appearance  of  fuccefs.  'Your  fa- 
vour herein  1  fh all  take  care  to  value  as  I  ought  to- 
wards his  highnefs  •  as  I  (hall  always  my felf  acknow- 
ledge it,  and  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant.      .••■•  •  (>  •    .       .  ,    -  ■ 
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2i  the  Marquis  of  Cq/lel-    Au  Marquis    de  Caflel- 
Rodrigo.  Rodrigo. 

Hague,  Apr,  3. 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1670. 
tTy  Hough  the  bearer  hereof, 
•*  monneurChiefe,will  have 
no  need  of  other  fupport  befide 
the  name  of  the  prince  his 
matter,  and  the  juftice  of  the 
affair  he  has  in  charge  ->  I  would 
not  fail  however  of  givinghim, 
befides,  this  recommendation 
to  your  excellency,  as  well  to 
pay  my  duty  to  his  highnefs 
the  prince  of  Orange,  as  to 
(hew  my  confidence  that  I 
have  yet  fome  {hare  in  the 
memory  and  friendfhip  of 
your  excellency.  I  can  aflure 
you  that  the  court  of  Spain,  in 
doing  juftice  to  his  highnefs, 
will  oblige  a  prince  who  equals 
his  great  birth  by  his  great  qua- 
lities ;  and  who  will  be  one  day 
capable  of  recompenfing  the 
kindnefs  that  fhall  be  fhewed 
him  at  prefent.  His  highnefs 
already  takes  great  part  in  the 
good  turn  of  theSpanifh  affairs, 
by  fuch  fentiments  as  deferve 
to  be  cherifhed,  and  not  dif- 
couraged  by  any  treatment  ei- 
ther unjuft  or  difobliging.  I 
could  not  recommend  his  pre- 
tentions to  a  perfon  more  ge- 
nerous than  your  excellency, 
nor  to  one  who  has  been  al- 
ways pleafed  to  intereft  him  fo 
much  in  what  regards  the  king 
my 


La  Haye,  3  Avril9 
Monfieur,  S.  N.  1670. 
(5J  Unique  U  porteur  de  cette 
°S^>  lettre,  morifieur  Chief e9 
n'ait  pas  befoin  d 'autre  appuy  que 
du  nom  du  prince  fon  Maitre 
tff  de  requite  de  la  caufe  dont  il 
eft  charge  y  &jenaypourtantpas 
voulu  manquer  a  luy  donner  comme 
par  furabondance  de  droit ,  cette 
recommendation  aupres  de  V.  E. 
autant  pour  fatisfairea  men  de* 
voir  envers  Jon  altejfe  le  prince 
d'Orange,  que  pour  me  fair  ehon- 
neur  de  la  confiance  avec  laquelle 
je  croy  avoir  encore  quelque  part 
dans  le  fouvenir  iff  Vamitie  de 
V.  E.  Je  pourrois  bien  Vaffurer^ 
qu'enfaifant  juftice  a  fon  altej/e, 
la  cour  a"Efpagne  obligera  un 
prince  dont  les  grandes  qualites 
egalent  la  grandeur  de  fa  naif 
fance^  6f  qui  fera  un  jour  en 
etat  de  reconnoitre  les  bontez  qu'on 
aura  a  prefent  pour  luy ,  ajou- 
teray-je,  que  ce  prince  pr  end  dej a 
bcaucoup  de  part  au  bon  train 
que  premient  les  affaires  d'Ef 
pagne  ?  detels  fentimens  quandils 
feroient  feuls,  meritent  que  fa 
perfonnefoit  cherie,  &  qu'aulieu 
de  le  reb  uter  par  des  traitemem 
quifentent  Vinjujlice^  on  embroffe 
cette  occafon  de  Vobliger.  Je  ne 
faurois  r  e  commander  fes  inter  H% 
a  une  perfonne  plus  genereufe  que 
V.  E*  ni  qui  fefoit  toujour s  plus 
H  4  inter efsee 
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my  mafter.  And  your  excel-  inter  ef see  dans  tout  ce  qui  a  tou- 
lency'sfavour  in  this  affair  can-  che  de  pres  le  roy  mon  maitre. 
not  be  defired  with  greater  in-  V.  E.  ne  f^auroit  etre  plus  in- 
fiance,  nor  by  one  wno  is  more  Jiamment  priee  if 'acorder  fa  fa- 
than  I  am,  my  lord,  your  ex-  veur,  ni  par  une  perfonne  qui 
CeJIency's,  Csfc.  lui  fait  plus  acquife,  6f  qui  foit 

avec  plus  de  paffion  que  je  Juis, 

&c. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

S  I  R,  Hague,  May  6,  N.  S.  %6ja. 

IHave  newly  received  yours  of  the  23d  paft,  with  a 
former  of  the  19th,  which  brought  me  fome  mar- 
ginal additions  upon  the  paper  I  lafl  fent  into  Zealand 
concerning  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam.  As  to  the  words, 
The  Dutch  nation  inhabiting  there,  which  are  conform* 
able  with  the  flyle  of  the  States  laft  letter  to  his  ma- 
jelly  upon  that  fubje<5t,  I  queftion  not  to  get  them  in- 
ferted,  in  cafe  the  Zealanders  come  to  a  conclufion  up- 
on my  paper ;  though  they  fay,  it  already  contains  fe- 
veral  points  more  than  our  firft  demands. 

For  the  words,  Ou  quelque  autre,  concerning  the 
perfon  by  whom  his  majefty  will  fend  the  orders,  I 
iuppofe  they  will  pafs  too  *,  in  cafe  the  intentions  arc 
not  to  employ  any  of  thofe  three  perfons  for  the  carry- 
ing them,  againft  whom  the  Dutch  at  firft  excepted. 

For  the  other  words  which  determine  the  rendition 
of  the  colony,  to  be  that  made  by  major  Bannifter,  A^ 
pril  21,  1668,  I  mult  fay  freely,  that  I  have  very  lit- 
tle hopes  of  gaining  it  -,  having  formerly  employed  my 
ftrength  upon  it  without  any  fuccefs,  fo  much,  as  with, 
the  deputies  of  Holland,  or  of  any  other  provinces 
which  have  expreffed  the  moft  eafy  compliance  with  our 
demands ;  and  they  ever  thought  it  very  hard,  that  ha- 
ving yielded  to  our  demands,  of  exporting  flaves,  con- 
trary to  all  cuftoms  formerly  praclifed  in  that  colony, 
and  upon  the  difputed  fenfe  of  an  article,  we  mould 
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prefs  them  to  carry  away  likewife  thofevery  (laves  which 
they  themfelves  had  furniflied  us  with,  though  they 
offer  to  repay  more  than  the  price  they  coft.  And 
upon  my  inftances  upon  this  matter,  their  anfwer  was, 
that  there  was  no  need  of  diftinguifhing  the  renditions 
of  the  colony,  fince  the  meaning  of  their  letter  was, 
that  what  (laves  had  been  furnimed  by  the  Dutch  mould 
be  left,  and  the  reft  fhould  be  carried  off;  fo  that  if 
none  were  by  them  furnimed  between  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  rendition,  then  none  were  to  be  left ;  but  if  any 
vyere,  then  thofe  to  be  left,  as  well  as  luch  as  had 
been  furnimed  by  the  Dutch  fince  the  laft  rendition. 
And  this  point,  I  am  confident,  was  debated  by  the  de- 
puties, not  upon  any  particular  knowledge  of  what  it 
imports,  but  only  upon  the  general  notion  and  reafon 
of  the  thing,  from  which  it  will  be  very  hard  to  make 
them  recede  :  however,  I  fhall  ufe  my  endeavours  in 
it,  and  be  as  glad  as  you  can,  of  any  good  offices  that 
I  am  able  to  render  major  Bannifter,  though  he  has 
been  the  moft  troublefome  acquaintance  to  me,  that  I 
have  ever  had  in  my  life.  I  preffed  monfieur  de  Witt 
and  the  commiflioners  at  our  laft  meeting  two  days 
fince,  and  particularly  the  deputy  of  Zealand,  for  the 
difpatch  of  this  bufinefs  :  but  not  having  then  your  ad- 
ditions to  my  laft  paper,  I  could  fay  nothing  of  them. 
Monfieur  de  Witt  told  me,  a  conference  was  appoint- 
ed this  day  between  the  commiflioners  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  upon  this  bufinefs. 

On  Sunday  night  laft  the  exchanges  were  made  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  concert,  with  that  from  Spain  for 
the  future  Swedilh  fubfidies :  but  the  Swedifh  and  Dutch 
minifters  having  each  of  them  three  originals  of  the 
concert,  and  not  contenting  themfelves  with  authen- 
tic copies,  as  I  had  propofed,  I  am  forced  to  give  you 
the  trouble  of  fending  two  originals  more  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  concert,  to  be  delivered  to  the  minifters 
of  thofe  two  States  upon  my  receiving  the  like  from 

therri. 
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them.  I  will  tell  you  by  the  way,  that  I  had  fome  rea-r 
ion  to  doubt  whether  the  ratification  you  fent  me 
would  pafs  or  no,  though  I  thought  it  was  not  fit  for 
me  to  make  you  any  fcruple  upon  it,  unlefs  it  were  firft 
railed  by  the  other  minifters  here,  and  do  nqt  know 
whether  it  came  in  that  form  by  choice,  or  by  miftake: 
But  I  am  fure,  the  ratification,  as  it  runs,  is  only  of  the 
guaranty  with  its  claufes,  of  which  the  concert  was  ne- 
ver taken  to  be  a  part,  and  (lands  in  need  of  a  very 
ftrong  deduction  or  connection  with  the  words  of  the 
preface,  which  indeed  mentions  the  concert  as  well  as 
the  guaranty  :  and  you  will  find  it  very  different  from 
the  ratification  which  came  from  Sweden  (and  goes  here 
inclofed)  and  fuch  as,  I  muft  confefs,  had  I  been  the 
Spanifli  ambaffador,  I  fhould  not  have  accepted,  tho* 
neither  he  nor  the  Swedifh  minifter  have  yet  taken  no- 
tice of  it*  I  thought  not  fit  to  communicate  it  to  mon- 
fieur  de  Witt,  till  the  day  before  the  exchange  was  to 
be  made,  becaufe  I  knew  it  could  not  efcape  him,  and 
did  it  then  only  between  ourfelves:  and  he  immediately 
checked  when  he  came  to  the  word,  Supra  memoratam 
garantiam\  and  obferved  that  there  wanted  the  conven- 
tion about  forces,  which  was  the  fole  end  of  their  ra- 
tification :  and  thereupon  he  faid  immediately,  Cela 
r&efk  fas  cemme  il  faut  [This  is  not  as  it  mould  be] 
but  comparing  it  with  thofe  in  the  preface,  he  faid  at 
laft,  Cela  peut  fiiffire  [This  may  do]  and  wifhed  that 
others  were  no  more  fcrnpulous  than  he,  where  he 
knew  the  intentions  were  good :  and  fo  he  made  no  far- 
ther mention  of  it  upon  our  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions i  which  I  believe  proceeded  in  him  from  the  ill 
confequence,  he  forefaw,  might  arifeupon  the  difcovery 
of  a  weaknefs  of  our  inftrument  in  this  'conjuncture, 
when  our  intentions  in  this  affair  are  fomething  more 
fufpedted  than  you  affure  me  they  deferve. 

I  hear  the  town  of  Amfterdam  has  confented  to  mon- 
fteur  Van  Beuninghen's  journey  \  but  fhall  not  be  able 
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to  o-ive  you  an  aflurance  of  it  till  my  next,  and  content 
myielf  now,  with  that  of  being  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

¥0  ??iy  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  15,  N.  S.  1670. 

TH  E  knowledge  of  your  lordfhip's  abfence  from 
town  has  given  you  of  late  more  eafe  than  o- 
therwife  I  intended  •,  and  your  trouble  now  begins  up- 
on the  firft  advice  I  had  of  your  return,  which  was  by 
your  lordfhip's  of  the  29th  paft  ;  by  which  I  find  the 
fufpicion  you  have  conceived  there  of  the  late  Spanifh 
anfwerto  his  Majefty  having  been  indited  at  the  Hague: 
and  withal  you  defire  to  know  fomething  more  particu- 
lar of  monfieurVan  Beuninghen's  errand  into  England. 
The  firft,  I  am  confident,  is  without  other  ground,  than 
a  common  opinion  we  have  conceived  of  more  finejfe 
than  I  have  yet  obferved  in  the  chief  miniflers  here, 
who  are  as  hard  and  as  firm  as  you  can  imagine  them; 
but  for  tricks  or  juggling,  I  do  not  obferve  either  their 
abilities  or  their  difpofitions  lie  much  that  way ;  nor,  I 
believe,  does  any  wife  man's,  unlefs  he  be  brought  to  it 
by  the  ill  condition  or  neceflity  of  his  affairs,  and  finds 
no  other  way  of  living  -,  which  is  not  yet  their  cafe  here, 
nor  will  be,  I  fuppofe,  while  Flanders  is  preferved :  and 
fo  long  I  mail  look  upon  them  as  merchants  in  good  eftate 
and  credit,  and  who  will  endeavour  to  keep  it  up  by 
fquare  dealing :  but  whenever  they  fail  in  that  adven- 
ture, I  fhall  grow  as  jealous  of  them  as  I  fee  others  are. 
I  have  enquired  particularly  of  the  Spanifh  ambafTa- 
dor,  and  am  affured  by  him  that  all  monfieur  de  Witt's 
difcourfes  upon  that  fubjecl:  of  the  late  anfwer  from 
Spain  agreed  perfectly  with  what  he  made  me  upon  the 
fame  occcafion :  and  I  know,  the  States  deputies  at 
BrufTels  had  immediate  orders  from  hence  to  apply 
themfelvesvery  earneftly  to  the  Conftable  for  the  redrefs 
<tf  that  fault :  and  I  dare  fay,  whoever  thinks  that  thefe 
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menhere  will  quit  a  point  of  intereft  for  a  point  of  ha-: 
nour,  has  taken  a  wrong  meafure  of  them.  The  Spa- . 
nifh  ambafTador  bid  me  be  afTuredthat  the  anfwer  from 
Spain  will  be  amended,  and  come  in  all  points  to  his 
majefly's  farisfaclion  :  he  goes  this  day  from  hence  to- 
wards BrufTels,  being  haftened  thither  .by  an  exprefs 
from  the  Confiable,  who,  I  believe,  intends  to  make 
ufe  of  him  in  the  junto  there  :  upon  whom,  I  hear,  he 
will  wholly  devolve  ail  his  public  bufinefs,  having  taken 
an  atteftation  from  his  phyficians  that  his  ill  health  has 
rendered  him  wholly  uncapable  of  charging  himfelf 
any  longer  with  it. 

For  monfieurVan  Beuninghen's  errand  into  England, 
I  fuppofe  the  rife  of  it  was  of  an  old  date  ;  and  occca- 
fioned  a  good  deal  by  my  laying  often  to  their  charge 
the  want  of  refpect  they  fhewed  his  majefty  in  the  choice 
of  the  minifters  they  fent  into  England,  who  are  feldom 
of  the  province  of  Holland,  or  of  thofe  perfons  moft 
confidered  in  this  State.  Befides,  when  I  found  I  was 
not  able  to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  our  marine  treaty  to 
fuch  a  conclufion  as  we  propofed,  though  I  failed  but 
in  one  article  (which  yet,  it  feems,  is  thought  to  im- 
port the  whole  of  our  pretenfions  there)  I  told  them  here, 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  necefTary  to  treat  it  in  Eng- 
land, and  bring  it  to  fome  ifTue  there ;  and,  for  that 
purpofe,  to  fend  fome  able  perfon  over,  who,  being 
perfectly  inftru&ed  in  it  from  hence,  might  debate  there 
with  perfons  as  well  inftru&ed  on  our  fide.  Upon 
thefe  grounds  monfieurVan  Beuninghen's  journey  was 
thought  fit  above  a  year  ago  •,  but  his  being  chofen 
buro-omafter  of  Amfterdam  about  the  fame  time  made 
hiindien  abfolutely  refufe  it.  Since  his  year  expired, 
my  inftances  frill  continuing  for  a  conclufion  in  our 
Eaft-India  bunnefs,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Trevor's  papers 
upon  the  fame  fubjecl:  keeping  life  in  it  from  time  to 
time,  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  began  about  two 
Bionths  fince  to  mew  fome  inclination  to  the  journey  : 

which 
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'tvhich  has  been  purfued  very  earneftly  by  the  States 
here,  and  efpecially  by  monfieur  de  Witt,  till  it  came 
jately  on  all  fides  to  be  refolved  on :  fo  as  your  lord- 
fhip  mud  reckon,  that  the  avowed  errand  will  be  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  and  the  clearing 
that  part  of  the  marine  treaty  which  fo  long  proved  too 
hard  for  me  Jiere.  Befides,  this  will  be  the  compli- 
ment they  pretend  to  make  his  majefly,  in  fending  a 
perfon  of  fo  much  account  amongft  them,  as  monfieur 
Van  Beuninghen ;  and  with  the  orders  of  Surinam, 
which  they  here  reckon  upon  as  a  perfect  piece  of 
compliance  with  his  majefty.  And  this  is  the  account 
they  give  the  French  ambaffador  of  this  journeys 
adding  a  good  deal  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  in- 
clination to  fee  England  in  this  feafon. 

That  which  is  farther  meant  by  it,  is,  firft,  in  gene- 
ral to  inform  themfelves  perfectly  of  our  temper  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  ends  we  have  been  thefe  two  or  three 
years  laft  engaged  in,  and  which,  many  difcourfes  and 
reflections  of  late  have  made  them  a  little  fufpect,  doe3 
not  continue  fo  equal  and  fo  warm  as  it  began.  And 
in  this  regard  it  will  be  his  bufinefs  to  ufe  his  beft  and 
mod  perfuafive  oratory  to  confirm  us  in  the  purfuit  of 
thofe  common  interefts  abroad,  which  we  have  of  lata 
ib  much  advanced  by  our  triple  alliance,  and  the  de- 
pendences of  it ;  and  in  fhort,  to  perfuade  us,  that  it 
is  more  our  honour  and  our  intereft  to  lead  than  to  fol- 
low. In  purfuit  of  this,  he  will,  I  believe,  endeavour 
to  difpofe  us  to  accept  a  conjunction  with  fuch  princes 
of  the  Empire  as  defire  it,  upon  fuch  meafures  as  are 
propofed  in  the  late  project  I  lent  your  lordfhip  drawn 
up  by  monfieur  de  Witt :  though  I  have  made  fo  good 
way  in  defending  you  upon  this  point,  that  I  believe 
it  would  not  coft  much  trouble  there,  unlefs  you  arc 
willing  to  enter  farther  into  it  than  you  feemed  of  late. 

Another  point,  and  that  which  I  believe  he  will  molt 
eagerly  purfue,  is  the  prohibition  of  French  commodl- 
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ties,  upon  which  his  particular  imagination  has  bed! 
long  bent,  as  the  only  fure  and  eafy  way  of  bringing 
the  French  power  and  riches  into  decay,  in  cafe  the 
thing  could  be  agreed  on  among  all  or  the  greater!  part 
of  their  neighbours  :  and  this  State  having  founded  the 
Spanim  court  upon  that  point,  received  anfwer,  that 
whatever  England  and  they  mould  agree  upon,  Spain 
would  readily  join  with  them  in  it :  by  which  means 
they  fuppofe*  that  befides  what  would  be  faved  by  both 
our  nations,  by  flopping  the  vaft  importation  of  French 
commodities,  a  very  great  traffic  would  be  gained  by 
exporting  our  own,  to  furnifh  the  Spanifh  fleet,  which 
fupplies  their  Weft-Indies  every  year  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  with  commodities  brought  them  from  France. 
The  refblutions  of  this  State  go  as  yet  no  farther,  as  I 
can  hear,  than  to  all  forts  of  wearing  goods  and 
brandy  ;  nor  do  I  know  whether  this  itfelf  will  be 
brought  to  execution  before  they  are  fatisfied  how  far 
we  are  likely  to  join  with  them  in  it  %  after  which,  the 
confiderations  of  wineand  fait  will  like  wife  come  in  play. 

Befides  thefe  public  matters,  I  doubt  you  will  like- 
wife  be  purfued  about  Mr.  Honywood's  widow,  who  is 
daughter  to  a  burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  and  fo  moft 
properly  under  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  protection, 
efpecially  being  a  young  and  handfome  widow  ;  which 
I  hear  will  tempt  her  to  go  over  with  him  herfelf,and 
plead  her  own  caufe, 

I  do  not  think  the  intentions  of  his  journey  go  far- 
ther than  what  1  have  mentioned,  unlefs  he  be  invited 
to  any  thing  upon  the  place,  or  by  fome  new  accident 
from  abroad.  In  the  mean  time,  to  do  him  right,  we 
fhall  have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  welcome  him,  be- 
caufe  he  has  very  induftrioufly  employed  himfelf  in 
helping  us  to  gain  our  point  upon  the  bufinefs  of  Suri- 
nam, which  was  yefterday  refolved  on  by  the  States 
General,  though  the  province  of  Zealand  protefted  a- 
gainft  it ;  and  befides,  nothing  has  given  us  fo  hopeful 
3  a  Pr°- 
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a  profpeft  of  the  prince's  good  fortunes  here,  as  the 
fupport  of  the  town  of  Amfterdam,  fo  declared,  and  fo 
warm  in  his  prefent  concernment  •,  towards  which  I  am 
confident  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  has  very  much  con- 
tributed, as  being  a  perfon  of  very  great  influence  in 
that  city.  The  flate  of  that  whole  bufmefs  is  fo  well  and 
fo  fully  fet  down  in  the  paper  of  intelligence,  that  I  am 
fure  I  cannot  amend  it  and  therefore  will  not  repeat  it, 

Your  lordfriip  will  know  by  the  incloied,  that  mon- 
fieur  de  St.  Evremont  fet  out  this  morning  towards 
England,  with  the  Portugal  ambaifador  likewife,  who 
both  accompany  monfieur  d'Opdam  as  far  as  Nieu- 
port,  and  there  embark  for  Dover,  whilfl  he  goes  cri 
to  meet  the  French  king  at  Dunkirk  with  the  States 
compliments.     I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  to  tell  your  lordfhip,  that  ano- 
ther part  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  inftructions 
will  be,  to  endeavour  all  that  can  be  that  this  State 
may  be  admitted  into  a  conjunction  with  his  majefty 
for  the  purfuit  of  the  Algerines  till  they  are  reduced 
%o  the  neeeffity  of  a  peace  with  both. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  _  Hague,  May  27,  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  this  day  received  yours  of  the  1 3th  current, 
with  the  account  of  my  lord  of  EiTex's  treatment 
in  pafling  the  Sound ;  which,  if  wholly  new,  was  what 
we  had  very  little  reafon  to  expect  from  that  crown 
fince  the  change  of  their  miniflry  :  though  there  are 
fbme  reports  here  that  they  intend  to  keep  up  a  clofc 
intelligence  with  France,  for  fear  of  the  Swede  ;  whofe 
forces  give  them  at  this  time,  it  feems,  fome  jealoir- 
fjr.<  I  will  hope  my  lord  of  Effex  may  receive  the 
fatisfadtion  he  demands  ;  however  he  will  have  that  of 
having  difcharged  his  part  upon  this  occafion  with  the: 
constancy  that  became  him. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  receive  a  wifef  ari^ 
fwer*  as  you  fay,  from  Spain  5  and  wifh  they  could 
find  wifer  men  to  encharge  with  their  great  affairs  and 
governments,  than  you  will  fee  they  do  by  the  accounts 
I  know  you  receive  from  Bruffels,  of  the  Gonftable's 
late  caprices  in  order  to  his  return  for  Spain.  It  is 
here  varioufly  difcourfed  who  mall  fucceed  him  :  the 
old  Emprefs  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  being  ftill 
in  name  among  fome  others  j  either  of  which,  or  both 
together,  as  it  is  talked  of,  feeming  the  beft  choice 
that  can  now  be  made  by  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  is 
wifhed  here  that  his  majefty  would  further  it  all  he 
can  by  the  offices  of  his  minifter  in  that  court. 

Yeflerday  the  Spanim  ambaffador's  fecretary  came 
to  communicate  to  me  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  ambafTador  at  BrufTels  ;  taking  notice,  that  upon 
a  more  particular  obfervation  of  our  late  ratification  of 
the  concert,  the  date  of  it  was  preceding  to  that  of  the 
concert  itfelf  figned  by  me  here  at  the  Hague,  which 
was  the  laft  of  January  N.  S.  whereas  the  ratification 
at  Weftminfter  bears  date  the  7th  of  January,  O.  S* 
And  this  remark  of  the  ambaffador's  I  find  to  be  true, 
by  comparing  it  with  the  copy  of  the  ratification  that 
lies  by  me  :  and  doubt  not  but  the  miftake  only  was 
of  the  month  of  January  for  February,  in  the  ratifica- 
tion you  lent  me  over.  Whereupon  I  affured  the  fe- 
cretary, there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  redrefs  of 
it,  and  he  defired  me  to  endeavour  it  as  foon  as  I 
could ;  and  I  hope  the  notice  of  it  may  come  time  ej 
nough  to  prevent  the  fame  miftake  in  the  inftruments 
intended  for  Sweden  and  Holland,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
cure a  new  one  for  Spain. 

I  could  not  by  the  laft  poft  give  you  the  certainty 
of  the  iiTue  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  affair,  the  States 
of  Holland  not  rifing  till  one  o'clock  that  night,  after 
the  warmeft  debates  which  have  been  known  among 
them  for  many  years  :  however,  the  towas  which  fa- 
vour 
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¥our  the  prince  having  the  plurality  of  voices,  and 
Amfterdam  in  the  head  of  them,  at   length  carried 
their  point,  and  brought  it  to  a  rcfolution,  that  the 
prince  mould  have  feffion  in  the  council  of  State  with 
a  decifive  voice  ;  and  mould  have  the  fame  place  his 
anceftors  were  ufed  to.   After  this  was  refolved  on,  that 
party  which  the   moil  oppofed  the  prince's  intereft 
ftarted  two  new  points :   the  firft,   that   no   captain- 
general  mould  be  chofen  otherwife  than  from  year  to 
year*  but  by  unanimity  of  voices ;  and  fecondly,  that 
in  cafe  the  prince  mould  be  chofen  captain-general  for 
life,  then  it  mould  be  again  debated  and  refolved  by 
plurality  of  voices,  whether  he   mould  continue  his 
feffion  in  the  council  of  State.     And  thefe  two  points 
were  agreed  to  by  all  the  towns  excepting  four  or  five, 
in  which  number  were  Amfterdam  and  Haerlem  ;  who 
maintain,  that  they  were  not  now  to  be  refolved,  but 
then  only  when  thofe  matters  came  in  queftion.    The 
States  of  Holland  being  feparated  after  thefe  refoluti- 
ons,  the  execution  of  that  concerning  the  prince's  en- 
trance into  the  council  of  State  will  remain  in  the 
States  General,  and  confequently  receive  no  oppofition 
that  I  can  forefee  :  and  though  it  bears  no  great  name, 
yet  I  take  it  to  be  of  that  importance,  as  to  leave  his 
highnefs's  future  fortunes  in  a  manner  wholly  depen- 
dent upon  his  own  carriage  and  perfonal  qualities, 
which  give  hitherto  all  the  figns  that  can  be  of  advan- 
cing, and  riot  impairing,  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  bufmefs,  monfieur  Van  BeuJ 
hinghen  has  fo  much  provoked  the  ill-will  and  opinion 
of  thofe  towns  which  were  contrary  to  the  prince* 
that  they  had  almofl:  refolved  to  make  a  flop  of  his 
journey  -,  but  that  is  now  over,  and  he  prepares  to  be 
gone  the  end  of  this  week,  and  will  not  deferve  to 
be  lefs  welcome  in  England  for  what  has  lately  pafTed 
here ;  though  perhaps  it  may  not  be  to  his  advantage, 
nor  to  the  prince'*  neither,  to  give  him  any  too  pub- 
Vo*,  II.  I  He 
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lie  teftimonies  of  it.  He  gave  me  hopes  on  Sunday 
night,  that  to-morrow  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam  would 
be  ended,  according  to  the  form  I  drew  up  in  purfuit 
of  our  laft  conference,  which  I  here  fend  you  inciofed  s 
though  he  told  me  there  would  be  difficulty  in  the 
point  of  major  Bannifter's  landing  with  fo  much  li- 
berty as  is  infifted  on  :  and  therefore  he  preiTed  me 
hard  to  be  content  with  either  remaining  aboard  his 
fhips,  or  elfe  lodging  in  the  fort  till  his  affairs  were 
difpatched,  where  all  convenience  mould  be  provided 
him :  but  I  refufed  both ;  and  fo  left  the  thing  with 
him  in  the  form  it  now  runs.     I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c* 

To  my  lord  Berkeley* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  30,  N.  S.  1670. 

T Hough  I  know  your  excellency  would  eafily  for- 
give me  a  commiffion  which  might  fave  you  a 
trouble  in  the  midft  of  many  others  that  are  a  great 
deal  more  neceffary  •,  yet  1  could  not  forgive  myielf  if 
I  fnould  any  longer  delay  giving  your  lordihip  the 
affurances  how  great  a  part  1  take  in  all  your  fortunes, 
and  confequently  how  much  I  have  fhared  in  the  gene- 
ral fatisfaction  which  I  hear  you  have  both  left  in  Eng- 
land, and  found  in  Ireland,  upon  your  late  entering 
upon  the  government  of  that  kingdom.  I  am  not  on- 
ly much  pleafed  with  it  upon  a  private  fcore>  as  one 
of  your  lordfhip's  fervants,  but  as  having  always  had 
the  befl:  wifhes  for  the  public  good  of  that  country, 
and  his  majefty's  fervice  in  the  eftablifhment  of  it  • 
both  w7hich  will,  I  am  confident,  thrive  very  much  in 
your  lordfhip's  hands  ;  not  only  in  regard  of  the 
great  experience  and  abilities  which  are  fo  generally 
allowed  you  •,  but  becaufe  you  are  too  rich,  as  well  as 
too  generous,  to  lofe  the  merit  and  glory  of  great  and 
honed  actions  in  the  cares  of  your  own  private  for- 
tunes :  for  this  has  too  often  qriven  an  allay  both  to 
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the  worth  and  fuccefs  of  feveral  of  your  lordfhip's 
predecefibrs ;  and  contributed  chiefly  to  the  unhappi- 
nefs  of  the  governors  as  well  as  of  the  country  •,  both 
which,  I  hope,  you  will  have  the  honour  to  reflore.  I 
cannot  but  obferve  to  your  lordfhip,  that  I  find  by  a 
general  confent  of  the  merchants  here,  that  Ireland 
runs  every  year  an  eighth  part  in  debt  by  importing 
fo  much  beyond  its  exportation  -,  which  being  to  be 
drawn  out  in  coin,  will  be  a  certain,  though  flow,  con- 
fumption  of  the  treaiure  of  that  kingdom,  unlefs  re- 
medied by  fumptuary  laws  or  examples  for  lelTening 
the  importation  of  foreign  commodities  •,  or  elfe,  in- 
duftry  for  increafing  the  native,  which  are  either 
confumed  at  home,  or  carried  abroad  :  the  firft  is 
like  diet,  but  the  other  like  exercife,  to  an  indifpofed 
body,  which  is  the  way  of  acquiring  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour -,  whereas  the  former  gives  but  barely  health.  I 
believe  the  two  great  improvements  to  be  made  in 
Ireland,  are  of  the  fifhing  and  the  linen  trade  ;  this  to 
keep  our  money  at  home,  and  that  to  fetch  more  in 
from  abroad.  If  your  lordfhip  thinks  thefe  particu- 
lars worth  your  care,  and  that  I  can  contribute  to- 
wards them  by  any  lights  and  afliftances  from  hences 
I  fhall  be  glad  upon  that  or  any  other  occafion  to  re- 
ceive your  commands. 

I  have  given  my-  fecretary  order  to  make  an  extract 
of  the  news  which  either  arifes  here,  or  comes  to  me 
by  letters  from  foreign  parts ;  which  fhall  go  weekly  to 
you,  if  you  think  it  worth  the  trouble,  and  will  pleafe 
in  return  to  do  me  the  juftice  of  efleeming  me  what  I 
am  with  much  truth  and  paflion,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
cellency's moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 
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To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  3,  N.  S.  167^ 

I  Was  extreme  glad  to  find,  by  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
i6s:h  pail,  ibme  afliirance  of  your  recovery,  and 
whatever  the  name  of  your  illnefswas,  will  believe  the 
nature  of  it  could  not  be  very  bad  finee  it  left  you  fo 
foon  :  after  which  I  will  trouble  you  no  more  with  my 
remedies  *,  nor  mail  I  need  any  myfelf  after  fo  great  a 
one  as  your  lordfhip  has  given  me  by  the  knowledge 
of  your  own  and  my  lady's  health :  for  which  I  make 
you  my  particular  acknowledgments. 

By  obfefving  the  winds,  I  guefs  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  will,  before  this  arrives,  have  given  your 
lordfhip  the  account  himfelf  of  his  leaving  the  Hague 
on  Sunday  night,  and  fetting  fail,  I  fuppofe,  on  Mon- 
day evening ;  unlefs  madam  Honey  wood  made  him 
flay  fome  hours  longer,  who  had  appointed  to  be  with 
him  by  that  time  from  Amfterdam.  I  will  fay  nothing 
in  favour  of  her  pretenfion,  but  that  fhe  is  daughter  to 
the  ancienteil  Burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  who  has 
exprefTed  the  greater!:  paffion  of  any  other  of  the 
States,  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange's  late  con- 
cernment, and  may  perhaps  thereby  deferve  fome 
mark  of  his  majefty's  favour,  which  I  aflure  you  I  fay 
wholly  of  myfelf :  for  my  good  offices  in  her  bufinefs 
were  not  at  all  thought  worth  .engaging,  fince  mon- 
fieur Van  Beuninghen  undertook  it,  as  I  fuppofe  he 
has  done  by  their  joining  company.  Your  lordfhip 
will  find  nothing  to  lelTen  your  efteem  of  his  perfon, 
unlefs  it  be,  that  he  is  not  always  fo  willing  to  hear  as 
to  be  heard ;  and  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  imagina- 
tion is  apt  fometimes  to  reafon  a  man  to  death  ;  which 
I  tell  your  lordfhip  before  hand,  that  you  may  not  fall 
into  any  prejudice  before  you  know  him  well :  and  on 
the  other  fide,  I  have  taken  fome  care  to  prevent  his 
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employing  that  talent  too  much  in  your  conventions. 
For  the  reft,  you  will  find  him  fort  bonnet e  homme ; 
one  that  puts  all  the  good  of  his  country  upon  main- 
taining and  cultivating  his  majefty's  alliance;  and 
who,  upon  the  prince's  occafion,  will  deferve  the  good 
will  of  our  court. 

For  his  manner  of  negotiating,  I  am  confident  you 
will  find  him  not  ill-bred,  nor  offering  to  impofe  his 
meafures,  as  you  call  them,  upon  us:  but,  after  any 
propofitions  and  reafons  he  fhall  lay  before  you,  will 
rather  tell  you  that  you  are  mafters  of  all  •,  and 
that  the  States  will,  in  all  things  that  concern  our 
neighbours,  perfectly  follow  thofe  his  majefty  fhall 
take. 

Whatever  reception  the  States  propofal  about  the 
Algerines  meets  with  in  England,  I  wifh  to  God  fome 
better  order  were  taken  for  preferving  our  honour  in 
the  Mediterranean  :  for,  what  with  the  ill  conduct  of 
our  captains,  that  they  fay  will  turn  merchants,  leav- 
ing our  merchants  to  play  the  men  of  war,  and  with 
the  late  fhamelefs  lofs  of  the  Sapphire ;  I  allure  your 
lordfhip,  the  reputation  of  our  fea-affairs  and  men 
decays  abroad  to  a  degree  that  is  very  fenfible  I  am 
fure  to  me,  and  I  doubt  will  hardly  recover  without 
fome  new  and  fevere  difcipline  or  examples. 

The  prince  of  Orange  was  introduced  into  the  coun- 
cil of  State  on  Saturday  laft,  and  with  the  circum- 
flances  which  he  is  very  well  pleafed  with.  He  re* 
iolves  upon  his  journey  into  England  about  the  latter 
end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  next :  but  will 
not  fix  the  time  till  the  Penfioner's  return  from  Gro- 
ningen  about  ten  days  hence.     I  am,  my  lord,  your, 
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To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670. 

1W  A  S  very  glad  to  hear  this  morning  of  your  lord- 
fhip's  being  well  arrived  in  town  ;  where,  1  hope, 
the  diverfions  of  your  late  journey  have  returned  you 
with  fuch  an  encreafe  of  health  as  is  necefTary  for  the 
fupport  of  your  great  affairs,  T para  mi  confuelo.  Many 
French  have  lately  pafled  this  way  fince  the  return  of 
that  court;  fome  who  attended  Madame  into  England, 
and  extremely  applauded  her  reception  there,  and  his 
maje fly's  great  gracioufnefs  to  thofe  of  her  train.  The 
count  d'Eftrades  came  likewile  three  days  fince,  but  I 
think  barely  on  a  vifit  to  his  old  home ;  or  if  he  has 
any  bufinefs,  it  is  particular,  and  at  Amfterdam.  I  find, 
they  all  agree  in  alluring  us  of  the  peace,  as  long  as  we 
can  allure  them  of  the  king  of  Spain's  life :  but  in  giv- 
ing us  fair  warning  that  whenever  that  fails  their  maf- 
ter  will  march  into  the  reft  of  Flanders  without  any 
circumflance,  and  poflefs  himfelf  of  it  if  he  can.  This 
knowledge,  and  that  of  the  king  of  Spain*s  late  fick- 
nefs,  have  given  them  fome  perplexity  here,  which  is 
much  relieved  by  thi3  day's  news  of  his  recovery.  But 
we  find  nothing  yet  towards  the  redrefs  of  the  late  un- 
toward anfwer  upon  the  arbitrage. 

The  prince  of  Orange  continues  ftill  the  talk,  as 
well  as  the  defires  of  his  journey  into  England  :  but 
has  of  late  been  very  earned  to  know  my  opinion, 
whether  he  be  like  to  procure  any  fatisfaclion  in  his 
pretentions  there ;  faying,  as  I  guefs,  indufirioufly, 
that  all  his  bef>  friends  here  are  of  opinion,  that  in  cafe 
that  mould  wholly  fail  him,  his  journey  into  England 
would  prove  of  great  prejudice  to  his  affairs  here,  by 
letting  his  friends  fee  how  little  he  isconfidered  by  his 
majcfty,  whofe  countenance  will  be  a  great  fupport  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  his  fortunes. 

IdurP, 
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I  durfl  not  offer  his  highnefs  the  lead  judgment  of 
my  own  upon  this  matter  -,  alluring  him  I  was  wholly- 
ignorant  of  all  his  majedy's  affairs,  befides  what  rela- 
ted to  this  country  \  and  particularly  of  the   prefent 
date  of  his  revenue,  or  how  much  the  late  fupplies 
have  contributed  towards  the  eafe  of  it :  upon  which 
the  prince  feemed  very  defirous  that  I  would  touch  this 
point  to  your  lordfhip,  fo  as  to  have  your  thoughts 
upon  it  before   he  goes.     This  1  fuppofe  proceeds 
chiefly  from  the  princefs  dowager,  who  declared  hero- 
pinion  pofitively  to  me  fome  weeks  ago  upon  this  mat- 
ter, to  the  fame  purpofe,  and,   I  hear,  perfifls  in  it  \ 
which  yet  fhe  does  not  in  all  things.    For,  I  can  allure 
your  lordfhip,  fhe  now  profeffes  to  be  the  mod  fatif- 
fied  that  can  be  with  my  conduct  in  relation  to  the 
prince,  and  makes  me  more  acknowledgments  than  are 
fit  for  me  to  receive,  fince  I  pretend  only  not  to  have 
fpciled  his  bufinefs,  which  it  had  been  the  eafied  thing 
in  the  world  for  an  Englifh  minider  here  to  have  done. 
I  wifh  to  God  he  do  nothing  towards  the  prejudice  of 
it  himfelf,  by  advice  of  younger  or  warmer  heads  :  for 
this  is  a  country  where  fruit  ripens  (lowly  and  cannot  be 
preferved  if  it  be  gathered  green.  I  am  very  confident 
from  his  lad,  as  well  as  the  prefent  dilpofitions  I  here 
difcern,  that  his  fortunes  are  in  his  own  hands  •,  and  I 
hope  he  will  make  great  advantages  in  the  conduct  of 
them,  by  your  lordfhip's  advices  when  he  fees  you  in 
England,  of  whole   prudence  and  virtues  he  will  go 
over  with  a  very  full  perfuafion. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  returned  yederday  to  town,  after 
fifteen  days  abfence  at  Groningue,  about  the  compo- 
fing  fome  differences  in  that  province. b  There  is  a 
violent  humour  runs  againd  him  of  late  in  the  town 
of  Amderdam,  upon  pretext  of  his  growing  too  far 
into  the  fway  of  all  affairs  in  this  State  by  fo  long  a 
miniftry  -,  and  of  advancing  his  own  friends  into  offices 
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and  places  of  truft,  with  too  much  induftry.  But  I 
fuppofe  the  bottom  of  this  is  the  fame  with  that  of  all 
popular  humours  j  that  is,  a  defign  in  the  leaders  to 
change  the  fcene,  that  fc»  thofe  who  have  been  long 
employed  may  make  room  for  thofe  who  have  been 
Jong  out.  I  am  not  of  opinion  they  will  fucceed  tq 
prejudice  him  fuddenly,  both  becaufe  his  chief  ene- 
mies acknowledge  his  great  abilities  and  ufefulnefs  to 
the  State,  and  becayfe  he  will  always  have  it  in  his 
power  to  fall  in  very  confiderably  with  the  prince's  inr 
tereft,  which  the  other  party  pretends  to  promote  : 
though  in  fuch  a  cafe  his  highnefs  would  have  a  hard 
choice  with  which  wind  to  fail :  as  indeed  he  is  likely  tq 
fall  into  conjunctures  here  that  will  require  all  his, 
prudence. 

I  thought  fit  to  fay  thus  much  at  once  to  your  lord- 
ship, that  fo  you  may  the  better  know  what  to  make 
of  twenty  reports  that  may  arife  upon  theie  occafions. 
Though  it  will,  I  think,  after  all  be  our  parts  both  in 
England  and  here,  to  feem  the  lead  we  can  concerned 
in  them,  farther  than  our  wifhes  to  the  perfect  union 
of  a  State  we  are  fo  near  allied  to  -,  which  we  may,  I 
fuppofe,  own  our  opinion  of,  that  it  will  never  be  com- 
parted but  by  taking  in  the  prince's  interefts,  as  far  as 
can  confifl  with  the  liberty  of  the  State  ;  and  making 
fuch  a  perfon  of  him?  as  may  in  title,  expence,  and  Or 
ther  circumftances,  reprefent  the  dignity  of  their  conn 
mpnwealth.     I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

To  the  earl  of  Northumberland. 

rVIyLord,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670, 

BY  the  fame  poll  which  brought  me  the  honour  of 
a  late  letter  from  your  lordfhip,  I  received  from 
pther  hands  the  news  of  my  lord  of  Northumberland's 
having  left  to  you  the  fuccefTion  of  all  his  honours  and 
fortunes  ;  which  gives  me  the  occafion  ofacknowledg- 
ang  your  lordfhip's  favour  and  memory ;  and  at  the  fame 

time 
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time  of  condoling  with  you  upon  the  lofs  of  a  father, 
whofe  great  virtues  and  qualities  muft  needs  have  made 
fo  many  fharers  with  you  in  this  affliction.  I  hope  the 
help  which  is  given  your  lordfnip  by  fo  many  of  your 
fervants  and  friends  upon  this  occafion,  will  ferve  to 
eafe  your  own  part  in  it :  and  that,  after  all  that  can  be 
offered  up  to  decency  and  to  the  memory  of  fo  great  and 
excellent  a  perfon,  this  will  find  your  lordfhip  rather 
taken  up  with  the  imiration  of  his  virtues,  than  the  be- 
wailing of  his  lofs :  fince  this  is  but  what  he  owed  to 
nature  and  to  age,  and  to  the  courfe  of  long  infirmities ; 
and  the  other  is  what  will  be  due  from  your  lordfhip, 
all  your  life,  to  your  birth,  your  family,  and  yourfelf. 
Nor  indeed  can  ever  fo  much  depend  upon  fo  few  pa- 
ces, as  will  now,  upon  thofe  your  lordfhip  fhall  make 
at  your  firft  fetting  out  -5  fince  all  men  will  be  prefag- 
ing  by  them  the  courfe  of  your  journey,  as  they  wilj. 
have  indeed  influence  upon  the  eafe  as  well  as  the  di- 
rection of  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  expect  a  great  inr 
creafe  of  your  lordfhip's  perfonal  honour  upon  this 
occafion ;  and  that  having  been  fo  excellent  a  fon  of  a 
family,  you  will  fhew  yourfelf  the  fame  in  being  now 
a  father  of  it ;  fince  nothing  makes  men  fit  to  com- 
mand, like  having  learned  to  obey;  and  the  fame  good 
fenfe  and  good  difpofitions  make  men  fucceed  well  in 
ail  the  feveral  offices  of  life.  Thofe,  I  know,  will  be 
your  lordfhip's  fafety  in  entering  upon  a  fcene,  where 
you  will  find  many  examples  to  avoid,  and  few  to  imi- 
tate :  for  I  have  yet  feen  none  fo  generally  corrupted  as 
purs  at  this  time,  by  a  common  pride  and  affectation  of 
defpifing  and  laughing  at  all  face  of  order,  and  virtue, 
and  conformity  to  laws  •,  which,  after  all,  are  qualities 
that  moft  conduce  both  to  the  happinefs  of  a  public 
ftate,  and  the  eafe  of  a  private  life. 

But  your  lordfhip  will,  I  hope,  make  a  great  exr 
ample,  inflead  of  needing  other  than  thofe  of  your  own 
family,  to  which  fo  much  honour,  order,  and  cjignity, 
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have  been  very  peculiar ;  as  well  as  the  confequenccs 
of  them  in  the  general  applaufe,  and  the  particular 
efteem  of  all  thole  who  have  had  the  honour  to  know 
and  oblerve  it.  Among  whom  there  is  none  more 
defirous  to  exprefs  that  inclination  by  his  fervices,  nor 
that  has  more  of  it  at  heart  than,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
fhip's  moft  faithful  and  molt  humble  fervant. 

To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuf-    AuGrandDucdeTcfc^ne. 

cany. 


Hague,  June  27, 
SIR,  "  N/S.  1670. 
TT Aving  fo  long  taken  part 
•*"*■  in  whatever  concerns  the 
perfonorintererts  of  yourmoft 
ierene  highnefs,  I  could  not 
fail  to  condole  with  you  for 
your  great  lofs,  whereof  all 
Chriftendom  would  have  been 
fenfible  to  the  laft  degree,  if 
the  grief  for  fuch  an  accident 
were  not  leffened  by  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  a  pripce  who  has  left 
fuch  impreflions  of  his  perfon 
and  merits  where-ever  he  has 
appeared,  as  will  never  be 
worn  out. 

'Tis  true,  fuch  is  the  com- 
pofition  of  human  things,  that 
nothingis  pure  or  without  mix- 
ture ;  fo  that  even  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  I  fee  fome  ground  to  mix 
my  congratulation  with  my 
condolence,  when  I  confider 
that  your  highnefs  has  fmifti- 
ed  your  travels  before  the  ac- 
jEeflion  of  this  glorious  charge. 
Your  highnefs  has  added  to 
your  birth  and  wit  all  the  ad- 
vantages 


De  la  Haye^  27  Juin. 
Monfieur^  <S.  TV.  1670. 

yfTant  pris  depuis  longteins 
•*•*  une  aiijfi grande  part  dans 
tout  ce  qui  toucbe  la  perfonne  ou 
les  inter  its  de  V.  A.  Sine,  je  ne 
pouvois  manquer  a  maffliger  a- 
vec  elle  a  Voccafion  de  la  perte 
quelle  vient  de  faire,  iff  qui  ejl 
telle ,  que  la  Chriiientc  enferoit 
inconfolable,  ft  la  douleur  d'un 
evene?nentfi  trifle  netoitfoulagee 
par  ridee  du  prince  qui  vient 
remplir  la  fuccejjion  ;  on  fait 
que  cefl  un  prince  qui  a  laifse 
de  fa  perfonne  iff  de  fori  merit e 
par  tout  ou  ilaparu  des  impreffl- 
ons  qui  ne  s'effaceront  jamais. 

II  ejl  vrayy  que  telle  ejl  la 
composition  des  ckofes  humai?iesy 
que  rien  n'y  ejl  par  &  fans  me- 
lange ;  le  bien  iff  le  mal  ne  Je 
laijfant  guere  gouter  feparement. 
En  cette  rencontre  done  je  vols 
dequoy  meler  mes  congratulations 
a  mes  condolances  j  je  fonde  les 
premieres  fur  ce  que  V.  E.  Sme 
avoit  acbeve  tons  jes  voyages  lors 
qiiunfi  glorieux  fardeau  luy  eji 
tombe  en  partage.  Elle  a  ajouii 
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vantages  that  the  commerce  of 
ftrangers  is  accuftomed  to  give; 
and  you  now  find  occafion  for 
the  exercife  of  all,  towards 
the  government  of  your  fub- 
jedts.  My  willies  and  applau- 
fes  (hall  not  be  wanting  to  your 
highnefs ;  though  I  knowyour 
conduct  and  good  fortune  will 
give  me  little  occafion  but  for 
the  latter,  as  your  highnefs's 
great  qualities  have  already 
given  me  a  great  deal,  to  be, 
fir,  your  highnefs's  moft  hum- 
ble and  molt  faithful  fervant. 


au  bonheur  de  fa  naiffance,  & 
a  la  ■penetration  de  fan  efprit,  tout 
ce  que  le  commerce  Cff  la  compa- 
ratfon  de  divers  strangers  chez 
qui  elle  avoitfejeume,  a  accoutu- 
me  de  donner,  Cette  riche  moif- 
fon  eiant  a  peine  faite,  tant  de 
talens  font  misenouvrage,  &  V* 
A.fe  volt  aprcfent  obligee  de  les 
confacrer  au  join  du  gouverne- 
ment  defes  fujets.  Mes  vceux  C5* 
mes  applaudijfemens  ne  manque- 
ront  jmnais  a  V.  A.  quoyque  fa 
conduite  Cff  fa  profperite  me  re- 
pondent  queje  neferay  ufage  que 
de  ces  dernier s :  fes  grandes  qua- 
litez  avcient  dejafourni  beaucoup 
de  motifs  d'etre,  monfieur,  de  V* 
A.  Sme,  le  tres  kui/ible  &  trh 
fiddle  ferviteur. 


To  Sir  William  Godolphin. 

SIR,  <  Hague,  July  3,  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  not  had  any  thing  of  late  worth  your  trouble, 
nor  any  of  yours  by  me  to  acknowledge  •,  though 
I  mould  have  been  glad  to  have  received  from  your 
hand  the  afTurance  of  what  comes  to  me  more  uncer- 
tainly from  others,  of  the  catholic  king's  perfect  reco- 
very, and  the  Junto's  difpofition  to  admit  fimply  of 
hi?  majefty  and  the  king  of  Sweden's  arbitrage,  as 
was  propofed.  The  great  deadnefs  of  the  feaibn  in 
point  of  news  would  have  excufed  you  this  trouble, 
but  that  the  Swedifh  minifler  here  begins  to  purfue  me 
hard  for  my  offices  towards  the  Spanim  court  for  the 
iecqnd  payment,  which  he  reckons  to  be  already  due 
by  the  expiration  of  eight  months  fince  the  delivery  of 
the  guaranty.  But  monfieur  de  Witt  and  I  are  both 
of  opinion,    the  Spanilh  ambafTador's  aft  may  very 

well 
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well  be  conftrued  to  fignify  eight  months  from  the 
figning  of  the  concert,  which  Spain  always  infifted  up- 
on as  an  effential  part  of  the  guaranty;  and  to  begin 
the  payments  only  upon  the  figning  of  it,  which  was> 
the  laft  of  January  paft  ;  by  which  calculation  the  fe- 
cond  payment  will  grow  due  at  the  end  of  next  Septem- 
ber. But  this  is  fitter  to  be  argued  by  Spain  than  by 
us  :  and  that  which  is  more  neceffary,  is  for  them  to 
provide  fo  as  the  money  may  be  ready  here  by  that 
term,  to  recover  by  the  fairnefs  and  eafe  of  this  pay- 
ment the  credit  they  loft  in  Sweden  by  the  difficulties 
of  the  laft.  In  the  mean  time,  if  you  can  perfuade  the 
Spanifh  court  to  fignify  to  the  Swedifh  minifter  either 
there  or  here,  that  they  have  been  put  in  mind  of  it 
by  you ;  and  to  have  it  fo  much  in  their  care  as  to 
provide  that  it  mall  not  fail  at  the  end  of  September, 
which  they  take  to  be  the  term  it  grows  due ;  you  will, 
I  fuppofe,  perform  an  office  both  neceffary  and  grate- 
ful to  all  the  parties  interefted  in  that  affair.  The 
Dutch  would  have  enjoined  it  to  their  minifter,  if  they 
had  any  prefent  at  Madrid  ;  the  want  of  which  gives 
you  more  than  your  fhare  in  thefe  tranfactions  They 
would  fain  engage  monfieur  Beverning  to  accept  of 
that  employment ;  which  I  wifh  for  your  fake,  but  I 
doubt  its  fucceeding. 

The  prince  of  Orange  intends  to  go  for  England  a^ 
bout  the  end  of  this  month ;  and  my  lord  OfTory  is 
fhortly  expected  here  to  attend  him  in  his  journey.  I 
am  always,  Sir,  your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  the  earlofEjfex. 

My  Eord,  Hague,  July  7,  N.  S.  1 670, 

IHave  received  by  this  laft  poft  the  favour  of  one 
from  your  excellency  of  the  18th  paft,  which 
gives  me  the  hopes  of  a  fudden  difpatch  in  your  pre- 
fent negotiations,  and  the  very  welcome  news  of  your 

intention 
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intention  to  pafs  this  way  in  your  return  •,  where  I 
fhall  be  very  glad  to  find  the  occafions  I  defire  of  fenc- 
ing your  lordihip  in  a  place  that  indeed  better  deferves 
a  paiilng  vifit  than  any  long  abode. 

Your  excellency  will  have  received  by  a  former  let- 
ter my  condoleimnts  upon  my  lord  Northumberland's 
death  which  indeed  was  very  untimely  for  himfelf, 
his  family,  and  his  friends.  But  if  we  heeded  greater 
examples  how  little  defence  is  to  be  found  againft  that 
enemy  either  from  greatnels  or  from  youth,  we  mould 
have  received  a  very  fufficient,  as  well  as  a  very  fad 
one  by  an  exprefs  which  brought  this  morning  the 
news  of  Madame's  death,  by  particular  letters  both  to 
the  States  and  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  French  courier  being  not  expected  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  I  have  not  yet  received  any  letter  of  ic 
from  my  lord  ambaifador  at  Paris  •,  and  therefore  mail 
give  your  lordfhip  the  relation  juft  as  it  comes  in  the 
prince's  letter,  which  fays,  that  on  Sunday  laft,  being 
the  29th  of  June,  N.  S.  Madame  having  eaten  very 
well  at  dinner,  and  continued  fo  fome  hours  afterwards, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  called  for  a  glafs 
of  fuccory  water,  which  me  ufed  to  take  every  day 
about  that  hour  ♦,  and  having  drank  it  off  complained 
that  it  was  very  bitter,  and  prefently  after  began  to 
find  herfelf  ill,  and  fell  into  violent  fits  of  the  cholic  ; 
upon  which  me  faid  that  fhe  was  fure  Hie  mould  die, 
and  immediately  fent  for  her  confefTor,  and  with  great 
refolution  difpofed  herfelf  to  it,  by  palling  through 
all  the  forms  of  that  church  upon  fuch  occafions, 
The  news  of  her  highnefs's  illnefs  was  immediately 
difpatched  from  St.  Clou  where  the  court  then  was, 
and  occafioned  the  king's  coming  prefently  to  her, 
who  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  that '  night,  and 
brought  his  chief  phyfician  with  him  ;  who  both  began 
to  comfort  her  ficknefs,  and  allure  her,  that  her  cholic 
could  not  eafily  carry  away  a  perfon  of  her  age;     But 

fee 
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fhe  perfifted  in  alluring  them  of  her  death,  fpoke  a 
good  while  foftly  to  the  king  •,  and  afterwards  faid 
aloud,  that  fhe  had  no  regret  at  all  to  die  •,  but  that 
her  greatefl  trouble  was  by  fo  hard  a  feparation  to 
lofe  his  majefty's  friendfhip  and  good  graces  which  he 
had  always  exprelTed  to  her..  She  fpoke  to  Monfieur 
in  the  fame  terms  about  her  great  willingnefs  to  die ; 
which,  fhe  faid,  was  the  more,  becaufe  ihe  had  no- 
thing to  reproach  herfelf  of  in  her  conduct  towards 
him. 

The  king  left  her  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  his 
phyfician  affuring  him  ihe  could  not  die  of  a  cholic, 
or  at  leafl  not  fo  iuddenly  as  fhe  feemed  to  apprehend: 
but  her  illnefs  and  pain  increafing,  Ihe  expired  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  great  fadnefs  in 
that  court,  and  regret  in  all  thofe  who  had  the  honour 
to  know  her. 

Your  excellency  will  eafily  imagine  how  fenfibly 
his  majefty  will  be  touched  by  this  affliction  ;  and 
therefore  1  am  fure  you  will  receive  the  fame  part  in  it 
that  I  and  all  the  reft  of  his  fervants  ought  to  do : 
which  I  fhall  not  encreafe  by  enlarging  upon  fo  fad  a 
ftory,  farther  than  by  one  particular  more  of  the  prince's 
letter  •,  that  her  body  being  opened  in  the  prefence  of 
feveral  perfons,  and  among  them  my  lord  ambaifa- 
dor,  they  could  not  find  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  a 
death. 

Our  news  from  BruiTels  is,  that  the  Conftable  was 
to  depart  from  thence  on  Saturday  larl,  leaving  the 
count  de  Monterey  governor  of  thofe  countries  by  the 
queen  regent's  commilfion  for  the  interim,  until  a 
new  governor  mould  be  fent  from  Spain,  who  they 
give  out  will  be  Don  John,  and  that  he  will  be  there 
in  a  very  little  time,  and  take  upon  him  that  govern- 
ment for  his  life  :  but  the  certainty  of  this  we  mud 
expect  hereafter  from  Spain.  The  Danifn  envoy  here 
tells  me,  he  intend 3  to  go  very  fhortly  for  Copenhagen, 

and 


and  other  Minijiers  of  State.  127 

and  that  he  hopes  to  find  your  excellency  there,  wherein 
I  confefs  I  differ  with  him.  I  mould  be  very  glad  to 
know  whether  he  did  me  the  right  of  conveying  a 
letter  I  wrote  to  monfieur  Guldenlew,  in  anfwer  to  one 
I  received  from  him  upon  his  laft  arrival  in  Denmark. 
Your  lordfhip  will  oblige  me  to  let  one  of  your  fe- 
cretaries  inform  himfelf  from  one  of  his,  whether  fuch 
a  letter  was  received,  without  drawing  it  into  any  far- 
ther confequence. 

I  befeech  your  lordfhip  to  believe  me  always  what 
I  am  with  very  much  fincerenefs,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
cellency's moft  faithful  and  mod  humble  fervant. 

To  my  lord  Berkeley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  11,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Received  one  from  your  excellency  of  the  1 1  th 
pad,  by  which  you  were  pleafed  both  to  oblige 
and  inform  me:  nor  could  any  thing  happen  more 
agreeable  to  me  than  an  occafion  of  acknowledging  as 
I  ought  the  favour  you  there  exprefs  both  to  my  friends 
in  Ireland  and  to  me  :  of  which  I  am  equally  fen- 
fible, 

I  doubt  not  but  your  lordfhip  will  find  in  the  loofe 
pofture  of  affairs  in  Ireland  a  great  fubjecl  for  your 
prudence  and  induftry ;  in  the  application  whereof  I 
wifh  your  lordfhip  all  fuccefs  and  glory,  being  inca- 
pable at  this  diftance  to  make  any  reflections  on  parti- 
culars, either  the  evils  or  the  redreffes  :  only  as  an  old 
fervant,  1  may  have  the  liberty  of  putting  your  lord- 
fhip in  mind  of  one  point  wherein  your  reputation  is 
much  concerned,  and  upon  which  I  doubt  you  do  not 
much  refled  :  but  if  you  mould  continue  this  luxu- 
rious cuflom  of  getting  a  luity  boy  every  year,  people 
will  think  that  you  live  like  a  voluptuous  young  man 
of  twenty  years  old,  and  not  like  a  ftaid  and  wife  go- 
vernor of  a  kingdom  :  nor  am  I  very  well  fatisfkd  my- 

ielt 
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felf,  whether  it  be  a  thing  that  confifts  with  the  gravity 
of  a  privy  counfellor,  much  lefs  of  a  lord  lieutenants 
But  when  I  confider  that  of  fo  good  a  race  we  cannot 
have  too  many,  I  am  forced  to  leave  my  cenfures  to 
give  your  lordfhip  much  joy  of  your  Irifhman. 

We  have  nothing  here  in  difcourfe  but  the  fad  and 
furprifing  news  of  Madame's  death :  of  which  your 
lordfhip  will  have  the  particulars  from  fo  many  hands, 
that  I  will  not  repeat  them ;  nor  enter  into  the  general 
reflections  that  are  made  upon  it  in  all  places*  I  think* 
I  am  fure  here,  without  fcruple  or  difpute. 

The  Conftable  is  gone  for  Spain,  and  left  his  govern- 
ment much  as  he  held  it :  nor  can  I  judge  whether  it 
came  from  his  natural  temper,  or  fome  contracted  in- 
difpofitions ;  for  his  health  has  been  of  late  the  cover 
for  it :  but  thefe  fix  or  eight  months  pail,  he  has  been 
obflinate  to  hear  nothing  of  bufmefs,  returning  all  that 
has  offered  by  his  nearefl  officers,  with  b  Quire  matar- 
me  ?  and  parting  his  time  with  his  virginals,  his  dwarf, 
and  his  graciofoes.  Some  fay,  his  imaginations  reach-  . 
ed  fo  far  as  to  raife  up  fpirits  and  afTaffins  when  he  was 
alone. 

If  Spain  has  no  greater  men,  it  is  pity  they  have  fa 
great  ufe  of  them  -9  for,  I  am  fure,  Non  tali  auxilio  nee 
de  fenforibus  iftis  Fempus  eget.  He  has  left  thegovern- 
fnent  for  the  interim*,  by  the  queen  regent's  order,  to 
the  count  de  Monterey,  whom  he  hated  %  and  I  hear 
count  Marfyn  fays,  he  will  not  obey  a  man  c  qui  ne 
fait  que  naitre  *,  becaufe  he  is  but  twenty-eight  years 
old ;  but  they  have  fucceeded  fo  ill  with  one  d  qui  ne 
fongeoit  qu*a  mourir^  that  I  think  it  will  not  pafs  for  a 
very  jufl  exception ;  and  our  friend  count  Marfyn, 
who  is  hot  at  hand,  will,  I  hope,  come  to  himfelf,  and 
help  to  keep  all  things  quiet  in  Flanders  till  Don  John's 
arrival,  which  is  now  talked  of,  but  I  am  not  the  ea- 
fieft  to  believe  it.  I  beg 

b  Why  do  you  kill  me*         c  Who  is  but  juj?  born.         d  Who  thought 
^f  nothing  but  dying* 
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I  beg  your  lordfhip's  favour,  or  rather  juftice,  both 
to  efteem  and  ufe  me  as,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

'To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  15*  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  great  meafure  of  his 
majefty's  grief  upon  Madame's  death  was  a  little 
lefiened  by  the  fatisfadtion  he  had  received,  that  it  had 
pafTed  without  that  odious  circumftance  which  was  at 
firft  fo  generally  thought  to  have  attended  it  ♦,  and  of 
which  I  endeavour  in  my  difcourfe  here  to  allay  the  fuf- 
picions,  fince  I  fee  his  majefty  is  convinced  •,  though  it 
is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  fucceed  in,  after  fo  general 
a  pofTefiion,  which  has  been  much  increafed  by  the  Prin- 
cefs  Dowager's  curiofity,  to  afk  her  phyficians  opinions 
upon  the  relation  tranfmitted  hither  to  one  of  them 
from  his  brother,  who  is  the  Dutch  fecretary  at  Paris ; 
and  pretends  it  came  from  Dr.  Chamberlain,  though 
fomething  different  from  what  he  tranfmitted  into 
England  However  it  happened,  it  had  certainly  all 
the  circumftances  to  aggravate  the  affliction  to  his 
majefty  \  which  I  am  infinitely  touched  with,  as  well 
as  with  the  fenfe  of  an  accident  in  itfelf  fo  deplorable : 
but  it  is  a  necefiary  tribute  we  pay  for  the  continuance 
of  our  own  lives,  to  bewail  the  frequent,  and  fometimes 
untimely,  deaths  of  our  friends.  Et  levins  fit  patienthi 
quicquid  corrigere  eft  nefas. 

The  baron  dMfola  parted  this  day  forBrufTels,  from 
whence  he  told  me  he  would  anfwer  your  lordfhip's 
1aft  letter,  by  which  he  pretends  to  have  drawn  confi- 
dence of  his  propofal's  fucceeding  in  England  with  the 
temper  the  Dutch  had  given  it  here  :  but  he  does  not 
prefs  the  matter  much  at  prefent,  becaufe  he  does  nor 
pretend  that  the  emperor's  refolutions  are  fully  taken 
upon  it,  nor  will  be  till  after  the  interview,  which  is, 
as  he   fays,   about  this  time  contrived  between  the 
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electors  of  Mentz  and  Triers ;  where  an  envoy  from 
the  emperor,  another  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and 
(as  the  baron  pretends)  from  fome  other  German 
princes,  are  to  intervene,  where  the  meafures  will  be 
fully  taken  among  them.  In  cafe  his  majefty  mould 
fall  into  the  thoughts  of  admitting  that  conjunction, 
as  monfieur  de  Witt  tells  me  he  has  likewife  fome 
hopes  given  him  from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  ;  I 
think  it  were  bed,  however,  referving  the  declaration  of 
any  fuch  confent  until  he  were  very  well  allured  of 
the  emperor's  and  the  other  German  princes  final  and 
firm  refolutions •,  which  I  know  not  whether  we  may 
be  confident  of  learning  from  the  baron  d'Ifola,  whole 
bufinefs  feems  to  be  rather  firft  to  draw  out  our  points, 
and  make  them  his  ground  for  perfuading  his  court  to 
agree  with  them  •,  and  thereby  value  himfelf  both  to 
his  mailer,  the  German  princes,  and  others,  upon  his 
own  being  the  author  of  fo  great  a  negotiation :  and 
perhaps,  if  his  majefty  have  a  mind  to  fee  the  bottom 
of  it,  and  wilhes  it  effected  for  common  intereft  fake, 
he  could  not  do  better  than  to  acquaint  the  elector  of 
Mentz  privately  with  his  thoughts  upon  it,  and  leave 
him  to  make  ufe  of  that  knowledge  towards  the  prepar- 
ing all  pieces  for  the  work.  For  I  find  that  prince  muft 
be  the  fpring  of  all  the  motions  that  are  made  in  it  on 
the  German  fide  :  fo  that  all  will  depend  upon  hisdif- 
pofitions  and  conduct ;  which  for  my  part  I  pretend 
not  to  underftand  yet  in  this  affair :  for  though  his 
late  envoy  here  vifited  me  with  great  profeffions  from 
his  m after  to  his  majefty,  and  much  civility  to  me ; 
yet  1  fell  into  no  fort  of  plain  or  confident  difcourfe 
with  him  upon  this  matter ;  but  finding  him  rather 
my  in  it,  1  refolved  not  to  be  behind-hand  with 
him  in  that  point :  and  fo  we  parted  as  wife  as  we 
met. 

By  this  day's  poft  I  hear,  the  count  de  Monterey  is 

declared  governor  of  Flanders  by  way  of  interim  ; 
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which  yet  may  lafc  longer  than  is  thought  of"  accord- 
ing to  the  Hownefs  or  uncertainty  of  the  Spanifh  coun- 
fels,  especially  Don  John  having  now  finally  refufecl  to 
accept  that  charge.  The  count  Marfyn,  I  hear,  fays 
he  will  not  obey  a  man  qui  ne  fait  que  naitre\  becaufe 
the  count  Monterey  is  but  twenty- eight  years  old,  and 
therefore  fets  on  foot  already  many  brigues  againft  him 
both  in  Spain  and  Flanders,  which  we  hear  fear  may 
produce  very  ill  effects  by  increafing  the  diforders  of 
Flanders,  and  thereby  the  temptations  of  France  ;  tho' 
I  hope  our  friend,  who  you  know  is  fomething  hot  at 
hand,  may  yet  come  to  himfelf  \  for  methinks  his  ex- 
ception againft  the  new  governor  is  not  very  juft,  af- 
ter having  fo  long  obeyed  a  man  that  thought  of  no- 
thing but  dying,  and,  for  ought  I  hear,  was  by  that 
apprehenfion  rendered  unfltter  for  hispoft  than  any  he 
could  have  met  with  to  leave  in  it,  without  very 
great  luck.  They  much  perfuade  me  here  to  make  a 
journey  to  Bruffels  in  this  conjuncture,  having  heard 
me  (peak  of  it  this  fummer,  and  of  having  his  majefty's 
leave,  becaufe  they  know  I  am  acquainted  with  thofe 
at  prefent  upon  the  fcene :  I  find  their  deputies  have 
no  credit  there,  and  come  back  only  with  diffatif- 
faction  and  complaints  \  I  fee  nothing  like  to  take  me 
up  here,  when  I  have  obierved  this  affembly  of  the 
States  of  Holland,  and  what  they  will  do  and  pro- 
mife  further  in  the  prince's  bufinefs,  which  a  fortnight 
will  determine,  and  therefore  am  well  enough  inclined 
to  it :  but  mould  be  much  the  more,  if  his  majefty 
mould  think  fit  to  compliment  the  count  Monterey  up- 
on this  occafion,  and  fave  the  expence  of  any  exprefs 
peribn,  by  fending  him  a  letter  with  me  to  be  de- 
livered as  one  that  goes  wholly  incognito,  and  without 
any  character,  as  was  laft  year  intended  I  mould  have 
done  to  the  Conftable  ;  of  which  your  lordfhip  can 
eafily  fatisfy  me. 

I  find  the  prince  has  put  off  the  thoughts  of  his 
K  2  journey 


132  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

journey  till  towards  the  fitting  of  the  Parliament,  up- 
on which  your  lordlhip  has  writ,  by  whofe  advice 
his  highnefs  reiblves  to  fleer  in  the  courfe  of  his  af- 
fairs and  motions  relating  to  England.  I  am  ever,  my 
lord,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  fohn  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  July  22,  N.  S.  1676. 

I  Am  at  once  to  acknowledge  both  yours  of  the  ift 
and  5th  current,  with  the  inclofed  names  of  the 
Scots  minifters  in  the  firfh  •,  and  in  the  other  the  laft 
paper  concerted  with  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  con- 
cerning the  affair  of  Surinam. 

Upon  what  concerns  the  Scots  miniflers,  I  gave  in 
yeflerday  a  memorial  to  the  States ;  upon  which  I  re- 
ceived this  day  a  meffage  from  them,  expreffmg  their 
readinefs  to  perform  all  parts  of  their  treaties  with  his 
majefty  \  and  defiring  to  know  from  me  the  feveral 
prefent  abodes  of  the  faid  perfons,  to  the  end  they 
might  direct  their  orders  to  them  accordingly.  But 
in  this  point  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer  them  at  fo  fhort 
warning,  having  not  yet  upon  enquiry  heard  of  any  of 
the  three  perfons,  excepting  Mackard,  who,  it  feems, 
lived  fome  months  fince  privately  at  Utrecht ;  but  whe- 
ther he  continues  frill  there  or  no,  I  am  yet  ignorant; 
and  therefore  I  told  the  States  agent,  that  I  would  en- 
deavour to  inform  myfelf  of  their  abodes  if  I  could  -> 
but  would  not  take  upon  me  to  find  them  out  in  any 
certain  place,  fmce  it  was  the  cuftom  and  intereft  of 
fuch  men  to  be  as  private  as  they  could,  and  to  fhift 
often :  and  therefore  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  like  to 
reach  them  but  a  publication  of  their  names,  with  the 
States  orders  for  their  avoiding  thefe  dominions ;  which 
at  fome  time  and  place  or  other  could  not  fail  of  coming 
to  them,  and  have  the  fame  effect  that  could  be  ex- 
pected from  a  more  particular  direction. 
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I  fpoke  with  monfieur  de  Witt  this  morning  con- 
cerning your  lafl  paper  of  Surinam,  which  he  perufed, 
having  not  feen  it  before,  nor  heard  any  thing  of  it 
from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  :  and  therefore  he 
faid  the  States  could  not  fall  upon  the  debate  of  it 
without  knowing  upon  what  grounds  or  confederations 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  might  have  made  thefe 
changes  lince  his  lafl  paper  upon  this  fubjecl,  which 
they  expected  would  have  been  final  in  this  matter. 
Befides  lbme  point  wherein  he  thought  the  flyle  not  fo 
clear,  he  obferved  two  main  alterations  in  the  fub- 
flance :  the  firft  is,  that  our  fhips  could  not  carry 
k  des  canons  monies  dans  la  riviere :  which,  he  faid,  im- 
ports that  they  might  carry  what  cannon  they  pleafe, 
Jo  they  were  not  mounted,  which  is  not  the  bufinefs  of 
an  hour's  time  ;  and  is  contrary  (as  he  faid)  to  your 
firft  agreement  with  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen.  The 
fecond  was  concerning  major  Bannifler-,  whofe  landing 
is  here  pofitively  allowed  with  the  liberty  of  going  to 
his  own  colony.  Both  which  were  (as  he  fays)  refer- 
red in  monHeur  Van  Beuninghen's  la  ft  paper  to  the  go- 
vernor's difcretion  and  judgment,  whether  it  might  be 
done  without  danger  to  the  colony.  Upon  both  thefe 
points  we  had  large  difcourfes,  which  ended  with  his 
affuring  me,  that  he  mould  be  the  lafl  to  raife  any 
fcruples  upon  either  of  them  ;  but  doubted  that  the 
Zealanders  might  thereupon  (efpecially  the  lafl  con- 
cerning major  Bannifler)  change  their  late  protefla- 
tions  to  clamours,  which  might  cccafion  the  States- 
General  to  make  more  difficulty  in  thefe  changes,  un- 
lets they  were  fatisfied  in  the  reafons  of  them  by  mon- 
fieur Van  Beuninghen's  difpatch,  to  which  ail  was  of 
necefTity  to  be  referred 

1  hear  monfieur  Lionne  entertained  the  Dutch  fecre- 
tary  at  Paris  with  the  news  he  had  received  from  Ma- 
drid, of  that  crown's  joining  this  State  with  his  ma- 

k  Cannons  mounted  in  the  river \ 

K  3  jefty 
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jefty  and  Sweden  in  the  arbitrage ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  many  reafons  why  his  m after  could  net  ad- 
roit of  it-,  though  he  faid  he  had  not  yet  communi- 
cated it  to  him :  however  the  declared  opinion  of 
fuch  a  minifter  feems  to  raife  a  ftrong  prejudice  in  the 
cafe. 

I  am  forry  the  bufinefs  of  conventicles  gives  you  fo 
much  trouble,  and  could  wifli  we  were  at  a  good  end 
of  all  fuch  controverfies,  which  make  his  majefty  ap- 
pear abroad  to  have  fo  great  and  considerable  a  num- 
ber of  fubj eels  that  have  not  learned  to  obey  him,  and 
consequently  make  up  no  part  of  his  ftrength,  but 
feem  rather  to  lefTen  it,  and  amufe  people  both  at 
home  and  abroad  with  imaginations  of  changes.  Yet 
monfieurVan  Beuninghen  hath  reprefented  it  hither  as  a 
bufinefs  which  his  majefty  will  eafier  mafter  than  you 
feem  to  be  confident  of:  but  their  intereft  here  may 
help  them  to  believe  as  well  as  to  defire  it,  upon  the  ex- 
peclation  of  fo  many  perfons  and  (locks  as  will  be 
brought  over  to  them  upon  this  occafion  -,  and  make, 
as  they  fuppofe,  a  confiderable  increafe  of  their  trade 
and  diminution  of  ours.     I  am  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. . 

To  the  Count  de  Monterey.    Au  Comte  de  Monterey. 

Hague,  July  22,  De  la  Hayey  22  Juffl, 

My  Lord,          N.  S.  1670.  Monfieur^           S.  N.  1670, 

YjAving  long  taken  part  in  /iTant  pris   depuis  longtems 

*•■*  what  regards   the  perfon  ■"   bcaucoup  de  part  dam  tout 

and  interefts  of  yourexcellen-  ce  qui  louche  la  perforate  &  les 

cv,  and  having  heard  of  your  interets  de  V.  E.  &  venant  d'ap- 

advancement    to   fo    great  a  prendre  quelle  a  etc  pourvued'une 

charge  as  that  of  governor  of  charge  aufft  importante  que  Cefl 

the  Netherlands,  I  would  not  celle  de  gouverneur  de  Pa'is-has ; 

fail  of  giving  you  joy,  and  let-  je  nay  pas  voulu  manquer  a  luy 

ting  you  know  the  fatisfaclion  donner  el  para  bien,  &?  temoig- 

I  receive  by  it  upon  many  ac-  ner  la  joye  que  fen  ay  reffentl 

counts.     For,    fince  by  the  pour  plufeursr  ai fens.  Carpuif- 

forceofthe  prefent  conjunc-  que  par  I1  enchainement  des  con- 

turcs,  /                              jonclures 


and  other  Minifters  of  State 


tures,  it  will  be  often  necef- 
fary  for  me,  in  the  poft  I  am  in, 
to  have  fomethingor  other  to 
negotiate  with  the  governor  of 
Flanders,  about  the  common 
interefts  ;  I  fhall  be  very  glad 
to  enter  into  bufinefs  where 
I  have  already  entered  into 
friendfhip,  and  to  have  to  deal 
with  a  perfon  who  has  already 
given  me  fo  many  teftimonies 
of  his  fair  and  prudent  manner 
of  tranfacling,  as  well  as  of 
his  particular  inclination  for 
confirming  the  alliance  be- 
tween the  crowns  of  both  our 
matters,  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  their  interefts,  where- 
in the  welfare  and  repofe  of 
Chriftendom  are  concerned. 
And  whereas  the  good  order 
of  affairs  in  Flanders  is  very 
important  to  his  majefty  and 
the  other  parties  of  the  triple 
alliance,  as  well  as  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  ;  I  will  hope, 
that  by  your  excellency's  con- 
duel:  fome  good  order  may  be 
taken  for  fettling  the  affairs  of 
the  militia  of  this  country:  and 
in  the  mean  time,  an  end  be 
put  to  the  complaints  and  mi- 
series of  the  inhabitants,  fince 
a  government  is  never  well  e- 
Hablimed  but  in  the  hearts  of 
the  fubjects  ;  nor  fo  hard  to  be 
fhaken,  as  when  the  genera- 
lity of  the  people,  as  well  as 
the  nobility,  finds  no  intereft 
in  the  change.  I  doubt  not 
but  your  excellency  propofes 
thefe  ends,  a,nd  will  fucceed 

in 


*35 

jonclures  prefentes9  &  dans  le 
pojle  oujefuis,  il  me  fera  fou- 
vent  necejfaire  de  negctier^  iff 
d' avoir  quclque  chofe  a  demeler 
avec  le  gouverneur  de  Flandres^ 
je  fray  fort  aife  d  avoir  uneliai- 
fon  a" affaires  avec  celuy  avec  qui 
'fay  deja  des  liaifons  d'amitie  ;  je 
me  fetiche  a" avoir  a  faire  a  un 
fage  difpenfaieur  qui  m'a  deja 
donne  tant  de  marques  de  fa  noble 
& judicieufe  maniere  cVagir.  A^- 
vec  quelle  joye  nay  je  point  vu 
voire  penchant  particulicr  a  of- 
fer mir  V alliance  enire  les  deux 
couronnes  de  nos  maitres,  iff 
votre  inclination  a  avancer  des 
inter ets  qui  ne  tendent  aujourd- 
huy  qua  procurer  le  bonheur  iff 
le  repos  de  la  Chrctiente.  Comme 
fa  majejte  iff  ceux  de  la  triple 
alliance  cnt  fort  a  cceur  Vetat 
des  affaires  de  Flandres,  auffi 
bien  que  la  couronne  d'Ej- 
pagne  ;  je  me  fais  un  plaifir  de 
penfr  que  par  la  binne  conduits 
de  V.  E,  on  fera  enfin  quelque 
bon  reglement  touch  ant  la  mi  lice 
de  Pa'is-bas,  iff  qu'en  menu  terns 
on  mettrafin  auxplaintes  iff  aux 
mifcres  des  habitans ;  puis  qiCun 
gouvernemeni  nejl  jamais  fi  siU 
rement  etabli,  que  lors  quyil  a 
fori  fiege  dans  le  cceur  des  fujets. 
Rien  nefl  fi  difficile  a  ebranler 
quun  Hat  ou  la  multitude  du 
peuple  auffi  bien  que  la  nchleffe 
n'apperfoit  point  d'avantage  dam 
un  changement.  1 fe  ne  chute  point 
que  V.  E.  ne  fe  foit  deja  propose 
toutes  ces  fins,  iff  quelle  riy 
reuffiffey  ayant  une  elevation 
}Z  4  dame 
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in  them,  becaufe  you  are  too  d'ame  afises  grande  pour  n'y  laifi- 
generous  to  mix  with  them  fir  point  entrerfcs  prcpres  pafi- 
yourownpaflions  or  particular  /tons,  ni  aitcnn  inter  it  perfonel. 
interefts,  which  will  not  be  line  telle  conduits  neluyfierapas 
lefs  glorious  to  you,  than  pro- 
fitable and  happy  to  Chriften- 
dom.  And  beildes  the  advan- 
tage Spain  will  make  by  your 
excellency's  good  conduct, 
they  will  fave  themfeives  the 
trouble  to  think,  of  a  new  go- 
vernor, or  to  end  an  interim 
fo  advantageous  to  them. 

My  beft  wifhes  {hall  not  be 
wanting  to  your  excellency, 
nor  my  fervices  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  where  they  {hall  be  ne- 
ceflary ;  for  no  man  is  with 
more  efteem  and  truth  than  I 

am,  my  lord,  your  excellency's    fuis9  monfieur^  voire,  &c 
mod  humble  and  mod  affecti- 
onate lervant. 


mains  glorieufe  qu'elle  fer  a  utile 
pour  la  Chretiente,  &  outre  le 
profit  que  V  Efipagne  en  tirera, 
elle  luy  fauvera  lefoin  de  finger 
dunnouveaugouverneur,  &  luy 
f era  prendre  le  parti  de  prolonger 
unfit  heureux  interim. 


Mes  vceux  ne  manqueront  ja- 
mais a  V.  E.  fcf  mes  fiervices  fie- 
conderont  mes  vceux,  toutes  les 
fois  quils  luy  fieront  neceffaires  ; 
car  il  ny  a  perfionne  quifioit  avec 
plus  tfejlime  &  de  verite  que  je 


To  Sir  yob?i  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  July  20,  N.S.  1670. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  one  from  you  of  the  12th,  and 
hope  the  Dutch  captain  you  therein  mention  is 
before  this  time  arrived,  and  will  prove  what  you  de- 
fire  him,  and  thereby  deferve  the  encouragement  you 
intend  him.  I  know  not  why  monfieur  Van  Beunin- 
ghen  mould  at  prefent  revive  the  proportion  concern- 
ing the  emperor's  admiflion  ;  fince  monfieur con- 

feifes  he  thinks  there  will  be  difficulties  made  in  it  by 
the  emperor  himfelf ;  who  has  not  yet  declared  him- 
felf  to  the  elector  of  Mentz,  nor,  I  believe,  to  the  baron 
d'lfola  neither ;  though  it  be  true  what  you  obferve, 
that  it  ought  to  be  authentickly  demanded  on  that  fide. 
I  hear  no  hopes  at  all  from  France  of  admitting  this 
State  into  a  part  of  the  arbitrage  :  fo  that  if  Spain 

per- 
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perfifts  in  the  demand  of  it,  as  France  no  doubt  will  do 
in  the  refufal,  we  mall  be  as  much  to  feek  in  the  end 
of  the  year,  as  we  were  in  the  beginning. 

For  what  concerns  the  commands  I  received  about 
the  three  Scotch  minifters ;  though  I  cannot  find  out 
their  prefent  abodes,  yet  I  queftion  not  to  obtain  what 
is  de fired  again  ft  them  :  there  can  only  be  one  fcruple, 
if  thefe  States  will  adhere  ftrictly  to  the  treaty,  which 
is  the  authentic  knowledge  of  their  being  declared  re- 
bels by  his  majefty  •,  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know, 
if  it  be  fo ;  though  I  mall  in  the  mean  time  purfue  it, 
as  if  I  expected  no  farther  informations. 

I  have  fo  far  preffed  them  here  upon  afTenting  to  the 
laft  paper  tranfmitted  by  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen 
upon  the  affair  of  Surinam,  that  the  States  of  Holland 
have  agreed  to  it,  and  appointed  three  perfons  to  en- 
deavour either  to  difpofe  or  to  quiet  the  Zealanders, 
and  to  pafs  it  in  the  States-General :  and  I  hope  it  will 
fucceed,  the  town  of  Amfterdam  concerning  them- 
felves  particularly  in  it  for  the  fupport  of  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen's  credit. 

The  aflembly  of  the  States  of  Holland  will  feparate 
on  Friday  next,  and  are  yet  likely  to  agree  in  the  long 
agitated  impofitions  upon  the  French  commodities  be- 
fore they  part ;  the  town  of  Rotterdam  having  (as  I 
hear)  this  day  at  length  affented ;  but  with  condition 
thatitfhallnot  be  executed  till  after  monfieur  deGroot's 
arrival  in  France,  and  account  from  thence  whether 
that  king  be  difpofed  to  difpenfe  with  the  late  rigours 
there  uied  for  difcouraging  all  Dutch  commodities. 

Though  nothing  has  been  yet  mentioned  in  this  af- 
fembly  concerning  the  prince-,  yet  I  am  made  believe 
they  may,  before  they  part,  fettle  a  penfion  upon  him, 
though  a  fmall  one  of  twenty-four  or  thirty  thoufand 
franks  a  year,  being  only  in  confideration  of  his  feflion 
in  the  council  of  State.     I  am  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To 
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To  Sir  "John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  12,  N.  S.  1670. 

SINCE  my  laft,  the  States  agent  brought  me  a  co- 
py of  the  letter  they  had  agreed  on  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Surinam  -,  which,  I  fuppofe,  they  delayed 
till  about  the  time  of  their  difpatching  it  away,  be- 
caufe  they  knew  I  would  except  againft  the  limitation 
given  to  major  Bannifter's  landing  •,  though  they  allure 
me,  the  governor  fhall  have  orders  not  to  hinder  it 
without  very  evident  knowledge  of  the  ill-confequence 
it  may  have  upon  the  peace  of  the  colony  ;  and  that 
the  Zealanders  were  fo  fharp  in  this  point,  that  they 
could  not  pafs  it  in  any  other  form.  I  have  like  wife, 
fince  my  lad,  been  allured,  from  the  feveral  mini- 
Hers  here,  that  the  orders  I  defire  concerning  the  Scotch 
minifters  would  be  granted :  but,  that  the  thing  be- 
ing propofed  to  the  States  of  Holland  then  aiTembled, 
whom  it  mod  concerned,  the  perfons  being  fuppofed 
to  be  in  their  province ;  feveral  of  the  Deputies  de- 
clared they  would  not  refolve  without  communicating 
it  firft  to  their  towns,  among  whom  thofe  of  Rotter- 
dam were  the  chief:  but  their  Penfioner  monfieur  de 
Groot,  upon  his  departure  from  hence  laft  Saturday 
towards  France,  aflured  me  of  his  endeavours  to  clear 
all  fcruples  in  it  before  he  left  that  town. 

I  have  fince  received  your  commands  in  one  of  the 
24th  part  concerning  y  Coronet  Joyce,  to  which  I  can 
yet  make  no  return,  monfieur  de  Witt  being  out  of 
town,  and  not  expected  till  to-morrow :  and  I  muft 
firft  break  it  to  him,  by  whom  I  can  belt  know  what 
I  may  hope  for  from  the  States  in  it  •,  and  withal  con- 
trive how  it  may  pafs  with  fuch  circumftances  of  fe- 
crecy,  that  the  noife  may  not  go  before  the  mot.    By 

the 

f  Mentioned  in  the  hiflories  of  K.  Charles  I,  for  removing  thai  king 
hy  force  from  fJolmchv, 
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the  next  I  hope  to  give  you  an  "account  how  I  am  likely 
to  fucceed  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  will  only  affure  you 
of  my  utmofb  diligence  in  a  matter  wherein  you  fay  his 
majefty  is  fo  much  concerned. 

I  doubt  not  but  a  great  part  of  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen's  errand  was  to  difpofe  us  towards  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  emperor,  and  therefore  wonder  not  at  his 
enforcing  that  proportion :  but  yet,  fure  the  ground 
of  his  journey  was  the  defire  of  finding  fome  temper 
in  the  bufmefs  of  the  Eaft-India  trade,  wherein  I  am 
very  glad  you  hope  for  fatisfaction  from  him  -,  I  mean 
upon  that  fingle  article  which  has  fo  long  flopped  the 
marine  treaty,  and  foiled  me  abfolutely  in  the  purfuit 
of  it.  For  the  other  point,  I  know  not  yet  whether 
moniicur  de  Witt  has  received  any  new  account  from 
Mentz  of  the  emperor's  intentions  •,  nor  how  much 
it  fignifies  what  the  baron  d'Ifola  tells  me,  that  the 
imperial  minifter  there  has  declared  his  mafter's  re- 
folution,  of  referring  himfelf  wholly  to  that  elector 
for  the  conduct  and  conclufion  of  that  affair  :  and  that 
the  faid  elector  hath  declared  his  judgment  of  its  be- 
ing both  fit  and  neceffary  ;  but  that  as  to  the  propofi- 
tion of  forces  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  feveral  princes,  he 
could  not  proceed  to  afcertain  it  without  more  parti- 
cular directions  from  the  emperor,  tho'  his  minifter 
there  preffed  him  to  it.  All  which  feems  to  me  a  very 
general  and  lcofe  account  for  his  majefty  to  proceed 
upon  ;  and  to  have  fomething  of  the  baron  d'Ifola  in 
it,  as  well  as  of  the  negotiations  of  Mentz  :  and  yet 
this  is  all  the  light  I  can  get  at  prefent  5  nor  do  I  well 
know  where  to  expect  better,  the  States  envoy  havino- 
already  left  that  place, 

I  mall  not  fail  of  performing  all  the  offices  you 
pleafe  to  enjoin  me  towards  the  preferving  our  mutual 
confidence  in  this  conjuncture ;  which  I  have  endea- 
voured in  all  rny  diicourfes  here  upon  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  iourney  into  France,  fince  I  htft  heard 

Of 
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of  it :  and  I  am  confident  to  have  fucceeded  with  the 
moft  rational  and  intelligent.  For  common  authors, 
they  are  not  to  be  dealt  with,  being  too  many  and  too 
credulous  to  be  reafoned  with  upon  fuch  points  •,  the 
beft  is,  their  credit  is  of  as  little  weight  as  their  belief, 
and  at  laft  truth  will  ever  out. 

I  hear  the  count  Molina  parted  from  Madrid  upon 
his  way  through  France  into  England  about  fixteen 
days  fmce  •,  fo  as  he  ought  to  be  by  this  time  well  ad- 
vanced. The  Spanifh  ambaflador  is  likewife  upon  his 
return  from  BrufTels  hither  •,  which,  with  other  marks, 
confirms  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  count  de  Monterey's 
being  likely  to  find  a  long  interim  in  the  government 
of  Flanders. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  increafe  your  trouble,  be- 
fides  the  profeffion  of  my  being  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Mr,  William/on. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  12,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  A  M  to  acknowledge  the  favour  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived of  two  from  you  of  the  2 2d  and  26th  paft, 
with  the  advices  you  were  pleafed  to  give  me  of  what 
paries  with  you  in  my  lord  Arlington's  abfence  :  and 
know  not  what  better  return  I  can  make  you  from  fo 
barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  at  prefent,  but  continuing  the 
orders  I  gave  upon  Mr.  Blaithwait's  going  out  of 
town,  for  all  the  prints,  as  well  as  the  papers  of  oc- 
currences, to  be  conftantly  tranfmitted  to  you  by  my 
other  fecretary  Mr.  Downton  ;  who  tells  me  he  does 
not  fail  you  in  thefe  points,  no  more  than  I  mail  do 
in  any  other  wherein  I  can  ferve  you  here. 

I  thought,  in  a  time  of  fo  little  motion  or  talk,  to 
have  uied  his  majefty's  leave  for  a  fhort  journey  into 
Flanders  ;  but  fome  fmall  matter  flill  arifes  to  keep 
me  from  being  wholly  idle ;  and,  among  others,  the 
fhadow  of  the  Surinam  bufinefs  haunts  me  dill,  tho/ 

monfieur 
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monfieurVan  Beuninghen  allured  me  he  would  lay  it 
upon  his  going  over.  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
find  him  as  eloquent  in  a  court  as  they  do  in  an  af- 
fembly  of  States  here,  and  that  he  proves  as  good  at 
concluding  as  at  reafoning. 

I  know,  to  a  perfon  of  fo  much  bufmefs  an  empty 
letter  is  an  interruption,  therefore  will  add  nothing  to 
this,  but  the  profellion  of  being,  Sir,  your  mod  humble 
fervant. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

S  I R,  Hague,  Aug.  1 5,  N.  S.  1 6yo. 

UPON  Tuefday  night  monfieur  de  Witt  returned 
to  town  •,  and  the  next  morning  I  went  to  him 
upon  the  affair  wherewith  you  had  charged  me  in  your 
two  lad  letters,  whereof  that  of  the  29th  pad  gave 
me  notice  of  the  yacht's  being  difpatched  away.  I  re- 
lated the  occafion  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  and  his  maje- 
fty's  defire  upon  it,  as  near  as  I  could,  in  the  mannei? 
and  terms  you  had  imparted  "hem  to  me ;  adding  of 
my  own  whatever  I  could  think  of,  concerning  the 
intered  of  this  State  in  fuch  compliance  to  his  majedy, 
efpecially  where  his  perfon  was  concerned  \  and  how 
fit  it  was  for  them  to  pafs  over  the  want  of  fmall  cir- 
cumdances  and  obligations  of  treaties,  in  matters  of  fo 
great  importance  to  a  King  fo  nearly  allied  to  them, 
and  in  whofe  fafety  and  quiet  they  were  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned. He  allowed  all  this  latter  part  of  my  difcourfe  ; 
and  for  the  matter  itfelf  which  I  defired,  he  told  me, 
that  whatever  the  States  were  obliged  to  by  the  treaty, 
they  had  power  to  enjoin  the  execution  of,  becaufe 
every  province  had  already  given  their  confent  to  it : 
but  in  other  matters  the  States-General  had  no  power 
upon  any  point  wherein  the  jurifdiclion  of  a  particular 
province  was  concerned:  the  union  confiding  of  fe- 
ven  provinces,  whofe  fovereignty  rem  abed  dill  entire 
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to  each  of  them.  That  for  this  reafon  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  feize  upon  a  man  refiding  in  Holland,  and  fend 
him  over  to  his  majefly,  by  any  other  power  but  that 
of  the  States  of  Holland,  who  were  not  now  afTembled* 
That  the  feizing  of  thofe  criminals  by  Sir  George 
Downing,  happened  to  have  been  defired  at  a  time 
when  the  States  were  affembled,  who  gave  their  gene- 
ral confent  to  it :  whereas  if  the  town  wherein  they 
were  had  difTented  and  flood  upon  their  privileges, 
it  had  not  been  in  the  authority  of  the  States  of  Hoi- 
land  themfelves  to  command  it. 

After  my  expoflulations  upon  thefe  forms  in  their 
government,  which  made  it  much  harder  to  treat 
with  them,  than  they  found  it  to  treat  with  other 
princes  j  and  monfieur  de  Witt's  deduction  of  the  fe- 
veral  fovereignties  of  their  provinces,  and  privileges  of 
their  towns,  from  their  original,  as  well  as  the  framing 
them  into  an  union  (rather  than  a  government)  for  their 
common  defence  ;  we  fell  at  lafl  into  the  confideration 
of  what  could  be  done  upon  theprefent  bufinefs,  fince 
we  had  found  what  could  not.  And  he  told  me  with 
great  profeffions  of  his  own  defire  to  fee  it  fucceed,  that 
if  I  put  in  a  memorial  to  the  States-General,  befides  the 
danger  of  having  it  grow  public,  I  mould  lofe  juft  fo 
much  time  ;  whereas  all  they  could  do  would  be  but 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Committee  de  Raedt  of  Hol- 
land, to  difpofe  the  magiftrates  of  Rotterdam  to  feize 
upon  the  perfon  1  delired,and  keep  him  fafely  guarded, 
without  fufrering  any  approach  to  him  but  by  my  or- 
der, until  the  next  aiTembiy  of  the  States  of  Holland, 
which  will  be  about  a  month  hence  :  and  this,  he  faid, 
the  Committee  might  do  of  themfelves  ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would,  upon  my  writing  a  letter  to  the  Prefident* 
efpecially  if  1  would  take  the  pains  to  fpeak  before- 
hand to  the  feveral  members  of  it :  and  in  this  he  pro- 
mifed  me  his  afiiftance ;  and  withal,  that  if  the  ma- 
giflrates of  Rotterdam  would  feize  and  guard  him  till 
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the  afTembly  of  the  States  of  Holland,  he  would  then 
ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  difpofe  the  faid  afTembly  to 
fend  him  over  to  the  king,  though  he  doubted  much 
difficulty  in  it  -,  and  that  the  town  of  Rotterdam  would 
never  confent  to  it,  without  an  ad  from  his  majefty 
to  the  States,  that  he  mould  be  remanded  to  their  town 
after  he  had  been  examined  :  for  without  fuch  an  act, 
he  faid,  the  town  of  Dort  had  abfolutely  refufed  to 
fend  a  perfon  within  their  jurifdiction  to  the  States 
themfelves. 

Upon  all  thefe  difcourfes  I  refolved,  as  the  beft  I 
could  do,  to  fpeak  feverally  that  evening  with  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee  de  Raedt  that  were  in  town, 
which  I  did  as  late  as  I  could,  fo  as  to  give  the  leail 
time  for  the  matter's  taking  vent.  They  all  agreed  in 
the  fame  account  of  the  conftitution  of  their  govern- 
ment, which  monfieur  de  Witt  had  given  me  ;  and  af- 
fured  me  they  would  act  as  far  in  this  bufmefs  as  they 
could  do  if  it  came  to  them  from  the  States-General : 
but  withal  agreed  they  could  do  no  more  than  recom- 
mend it  to  the  magiftrates  of  Rotterdam,  upon  whofe 
reiblutions  it  would  wholly  depend.  While  I  was  late 
in  thefe  vifits  on  Wednefday  night,  captain  Harris  came 
to  my  houfe,  and  told  me  of  the  yacht's  being  come  to 
the  Briell,  but  fo  ill  ufed  by  the  ftorms  fhe  had  met 
with,  that  me  would  need  fome  repair  before  fhe  could 
go  to  fea  again  -,  which  I  was  very  forry  to  hear,  con- 
iidering  how  ill  her  voyage  was  likely  to  fucceed,  and 
that  I  had  no  hopes  of  fending  her  back  with  her  in- 
tended charge.  The  next  morning  being  Thurfday,  I 
fent  my  letters  to  the  prefident  jufl  upon  his  going  into 
the  committee  :  and  within  an  hour  after,  monfieur  de 
Witt's  brother,  who  is  a  member  of  it,  came  to  me, 
and  told  me,  that  they  had  written  a  letter  to  the  ma- 
giftrates of  Rotterdam  to  the  fame  purpofe  I  defired, 
and  with  all  the  earneftnefs  they  could  -,  and,  to  enforce 
it  the  more  upon  them?  had  appointed  him  and  mon- 
fieur 
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fieur  Voorburgh,  another  member  of  thefaid  commits 
tee,  to  go  immediately  thither,  and  to  difpofe  the  ma- 
giftrates all  they  could  to  the  effectual  execution  of 
what  was  defired. 

I  acknowledge  the  care  and  compliance  of  the 
committee  :  and  becaufe  I  knew  all  depended  upon 
fuddennefs  and  fecrecy,  and  that  I  had  been  allured  the 
day  before  of  Joyce's  being  in  town,  I  told  him  that  I 
was  refolved  to  go  myfelf,  but  as  privately  as  I  could, 
and  be  there  as  foon  as  they :  and  while  they  were 
difpofing  the  magiftrates  of  the  town,  I  would  endea- 
vour to  fet  the  fellow,  fo  as  to  be  fure  of  him  when  the 
fcout  mould  have  orders  to  apprehend  him*  After 
this  I  went  ftraight  to  Rotterdam,  and  got  privately 
into  an  houfe  within  three  doors  of  Joyce's  :  and  had 
not  been  there  an  hour,  when  the  agent  I  employed  to 
find  him  out,  had  met  with  him  in  the  ftreet,  and 
{laid  with  him  till  he  faw  him  go  home  to  his  own 
houfe.  I  fent  immediately  to  my  two  commifiioners, 
(who,  I  heard,  had  arrived  before  me  in  town)  to  give 
them  notice  of  it,  in  hopes  of  their  being  ready  for 
me  :  but  I  found  they  were  at  the  town-houfe,  where 
the  magiftrates  had  been  afTembled  ever  fmce  their  ar- 
rival, and  they  could  not  be  fpoke  with  by  the  perfon 
I  fent  to  them  till  about  an  hour  after :  and  then  they 
told  him,  that  they  had  been  dealing  all  that  time  with 
the  magiftrates,  who  made  great  difficulties  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  and  they  could  not  yet  give  me  account  what 
they  would  refolve,  but  as  foon  as  they  could,  they 
would  come  themfelves  and  give  me  notice  of  it. 
After  this  I  waited  with  great  fpight  and  impatience 
till  about  five  hours  after  the  magiftrates  had  been 
firft  afTembled :  the  greateft  part  of  which  time  I  could 
not  have  failed  of  my  prize,  if  they  had  fent  their  of- 
ficers. But  after  feven  o'clock  at  night,  my  two 
commiflioners  came  to  me  and  told  me  they  had  never 
feen  the  magiftrates  in  greater  perplexity,  which  had 
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kept  them  fo  many  hours  unrefolved  what  to  do  ;  that 
they  faid  it  was  abfoluteiy  againft  the  privileges  of 
their  town,  to  feize  upon  atiy  man  without  a  particu- 
lar charge  being,  ready  againft  him  :  that  this  man,  they 
heard,  was  a  kind  of  ma*d  extravagant  fellow ;  that 
having  long  refided  in  their  town,  he  could  be  guilty  of 
nothing  towards  his  majefty,  unlefs  it  were  of  words, 
which  people  were  very  free  of  in  their  country,  and  a- 
mounted  not  to  a  crime  that  was  thought  to  delerve 
imprifonment  ;  that   they  mould  have  been  glad  to 
know  the  words  he  was  accufed  of;  and  that  if  they 
mould  feize  a  man  w.ithout  any  particular  charge,  the 
furety  and  protection  of  their  town  would  be  diicredit- 
ed,  upon  which  much  of  their  trade  depended  :  and 
that  they  were  confident,  no  town  in  Holland  would 
do  what  was  defired  of  them  :  that  however   for   his 
majefty's  fake,  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  two  commif- 
fioners,  they  had  at  laft  refolved  he  mould  be  feized 
on,  and  that  I  mould  have  the  examining  of  him  if  I 
pleafed  :  but  that  if  I  could  exhibit  no  particular  charge 
againft  him,  and  he  did  not  make  himfelf  guilty  by  his 
own  confeflion,  they  muft  releafe  him  the  next  day.    I 
replied  plainly*  this  was  juft  nothing  to  the  purpofe, 
and  was  only  fo  much  noife  without  any  effecl :  that 
the  king's  demand  was  to  have  him  fent  over,  and  that 
fince  that  could  not  be  done  without  the  affembly  of 
the  States  of  Holland,  my  defire  was  to  have  the  man 
feized  upon  and  kept  till  the  faid  aflembly,  or  at  lead 
till  I  received  farther  orders  from  his  majefty;  and 
lefs  than  this  was  nothing  at  all.     Hereupon  one  of 
the  comrniffioners,  feeing  how  much  I  fcomached  this 
dealing,  told  me,  the  magiftrates  had  not  abfoluteiy 
faid  they  would  releafe  him  :  but  the  other  replied, 
that  it  was  true  they  had  not  abfoluteiy  laid  it,  but 
that  he  muft  confefs  he  found  it  was  their  intention. 
For  my  part,  I  thought  it  was  beft  at  a  venture  to  be 
once  feized  on  him  if  I  could,  and  try  whether  I  could 
Vol.  II.  L  get 
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get  any  thing  out  of  him  upon  his  firfl  furprizc,  and 
leave  the  reft  to  farther  endeavours ;  and  therefore  I 
defired  however  that  he  might  be  feized.  They  told 
me,  the  magiftrates  doubted  he  was  not  in  town  :  but 
when  I  had  taken  off  that  by  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
they  faid  the  magiftrates  did  not  know  the  man,  nor 
any  of  their  officers  ;  but  if  I  could  fend  fomebody 
that  did  to  the  town-houfe,  they  would  fend  their 
fcout  with  him  to  execute  what  I  defired.  This  I  pre- 
fently  did  ;  but  the  perfon  I  fent  found  the  magiftrates 
ftill  unrefolved,  and  in  very  ill  humour  about  it  •,  and 
faying,  befides  a  great  deal  of  what  the  two  commif- 
fioners  had  before  told  me,  that  in  cafe  Joyce  had  faid 
he  would  kill  the  Burgomafters,  or  burn  their  town, 
yet  they  mould  never  have  thought  of  imprifoning  him 
for  it :  and  that  it  was  hard  to  be  put  upon  things  fo 
contrary  to  their  privileges  and  their  cuftoms,  as  well 
as  their  interefts.  My  agent,  finding  thefe  difficulties, 
defired  leave  for  me  to  feize  him  with  fuch  perfons  as  I 
could  find  myfelf :  but  this,  they  faid,  could  by  no 
means  be  done  •,  and  if  it  mould  be  attempted  without 
the  officers  of  the  town,  the  burghers  would  certainly 
rife  and  refcue  him.  "With  thefe  kind  of  debates  they 
put  him  off  about  an  hour  longer,  making  him  twice 
withdraw,  and  come  in  again  to  them:  but  at  laft, 
when  it  was  grown  a  very  dark  night,  they  gave  order 
to  their  fcout  to  go  with  him,  and  apprehend  the  fel- 
low. Hereupon  they  went  and  fearched  his  houfe, 
but  without  rinding  him,  and  two  other  of  his  ufual 
haunts  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  but  they  found  evident 
marks  of  his  having  had  notice  given  him  of  his  dan- 
ger :  for  one  at  his  houfe  faid,  he  wondered  I  would 
fearch  for  a  madman,  and  that  if  he  were  allured  I  de- 
fired only  to  examine  him,  perhaps  it  might  be  done  ; 
but  that  for  the  prefent  he  knew  not  where  he  was, 
having  taken  the  key  of  his  back  door,  where  he  feemed 
to  believe  he  was  gone  out.    By  all  that  had  happened, 
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X  found  plainly  the  magi  ft  rates  of  the  town  had  no  in- 
tention the  thing  fhould  be  done ;  and  began  to  be 
afTured  of  what  I  had  always  doubted,  that  fuch  a 
pack  of  rafcals  of  fo  many  forts  as  had  been  long 
nefted  in  that  town  (more  indeed  than  in  all  the  reft 
of  Holland)  had  not  made  this  choice  without  fome 
good  affurances  from  the  magiftrateS  of  being  pro- 
tected there.  I  found  as  plainly,  that  without  their  re- 
folute  and  fair  dealing  in  it  it  was  to  no  purpofe  for 
me  to  endeavour  it  \  and  that  my  being  there  was  al- 
ready known,  and  had  given  fuch  an  alarm,  that  fome 
of  Joyce's  crew  were  walking  continually  up  and  down 
the  ftreets  thereabouts  ever  fince  it  grew  dark,  and  o- 
thers  of  them  {landing  at  his  door  and  his  windows : 
and  therefore,  feeing  that  till  this  alarm  was  over  there 
was  no  hopes  of  finding  my  game,  I  refolved  to  fpeak 
with  the  prefiding  Burgomafter,  and  engage  him  as  fat* 
as  I  could  for  the  effectual  purfuit  of  the  bufinefs  5  and 
make  him  fee  I  underftood  well  enough  how  it  failed, 
and  where  it  depended ,  and  fo  leave  the  town  before 
morning  to  give  the  fellow  the  more  fecurity.  I  fent 
to  the  Burgomafter  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  defiring 
hot  to  have  it  taken  notice  of  when  I  fpoke  with  him  : 
but  he  fent  me  his  excufe  by  faying  he  was  iri  bed  i 
after  which  I  fent  for  the  fcout  •,  and  when  he  had  con- 
fefTed  he  had  orders  to  take  the  fellow,  and  that  he 
knew  him  very  well  (contrary  to  what  the  magiftrates 
had  pretended)  I  faid  all  that  I  could  pofTibly  to  en- 
gage him  in  the  purfuit  of  it ;  and  told  him,  as  the 
beft  argument,  that  I  would  give  him  myfelf  a  hun- 
dred ducatoons  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  done,  befides 
reprefenting  the  diligence  {6  to  his  majefty,  as  that  he 
might  expect  a  greater  gratuity.  And  for  the  better 
effecting  of  it,  I  defired  him  to  get  me  the  keys  of  the 
town- gate  that  was  near  me^  refolvin^  then  to  go  out 
of  town,  and  to  pafs  with  torches  before  Joyce's  door, 
that  fo  he  might  fee  I  was  gone,  and  with  me  the  per- 
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fons  I  had  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  and  thereby 
grow  fecure  of  any  farther  danger  for  that  night.  And 
I  defired  him,  that  about  an  hour  or  two  after,  he 
would  once  more  fearch  for  him  at  his  houfe,  and  o- 
ther  places  where  he  ufed.  All  this  he  promifed  very 
fairly,  and  all  other  diligences  in  it  for  the  future  ;  but 
to  fay  the  truth,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  perceived 
plainly  the  fellow  had  his  inftruclions  given  him  after 
another  fafhion,  from  thofe  that  had  more  to  do  with 
him  than  I.  And  though  I  have  expected  fome  news 
from  him  all  this  day,  I  yet  hear  nothing.  Since  my 
coming  home  I  have  fpoken  again  with  monfieur  de 
Witt,  who  profefTes  to  be  very  forry  for  my  ill  fuccefs ; 
fays  I  did  prudently  in  coming  away  after  my  firfl  at- 
tempt failed  :  that  he  knows  not  what  to  judge  of  the 
magiflrates  proceeding  till  the  return  of  the  commif- 
fioners ;  and  hopes  fomething  may  be  yet  done  by 
them,  becaufe  they  were  not  come  back  this  afternoon. 
He  fays  he  writ  two  letters  himfelf  to  the  magiflrates, 
befides  that  of  the  committee,  to  difpofe  them  more ; 
becaufe  he  knew  all  would  depend  upon  their  hearty  or 
faint  proceeding  in  it,  and  allures  me  of  all  his  farther 
endeavours. 

For  the  bulinefs  of  Surinam ;  they  will  not  believe 
their  laft  letter  mould  not  fatisfy,  fince  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  had  reprefented  that  Bannifter's  abfolute 
permifiion  was  a  thing  defired  by  you,  but  not  infifted 
upon  :  fo  that,  if  it  be  farther  prefTed,  it  muft  be  by 
your  orders  after  you  received  the  laft  papers. 

I  afk  your  pardon  for  any  ill  digeftion  of  this  letter, 
as  well  as  for  writing  it  in  another  hand,  which  my 
eyes  force  me  to  •,  and  may  all  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  fleep  thefe  two  nights  laft  paft.  I  am  how- 
ever, Sir,  your,  &c. 
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'To  my  lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  19,  N.  S.  1670. 

I  Have  lately  received  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
lordfhip  of  the  26th  pad ;  by  which  I  was  very 
forry  to  find  that  any  occafions  had  at  all  withdrawn 
your  lordfhip's  ufual  concurrence  in  all  great  affairs, 
wherein  his  majefty  ufes  the  advice  as  well  as  labours 
of  his  minifters  ;  for  the  fteadinefs  of  your  lordfhip's 
judgment,  and  direclnefs  of  your  application  to  his 
majefly's  and  the  kingdom's  honour  and  advantage 
in  all  your  counfels,  gave  me  at  my  lad  coming  over 
hither  much  confidence  in  the  fuccefsful  courfe  of 
our  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad  :  and  the  more 
your  lordfhip  eflranges  yourfelf  from  them,  the  more 
my  confidence  in  that  kind  is  like  to  abate  \  becaufe 
I  am  apt  to  think  it  not  only  an  ill  thing,  but  an  ill 
fign  too. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  your  lordfhip's  opinion  con- 
cerning the  continuance  of  our  meafures  abroad,  be- 
caufe I  fee  not  at  prefent  where  we  can  take  better : 
and  I  the  more  need  fome  fuch  encouragements  as 
your  opinion  gives  me,  becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
mould  not  be  very  apt  to  concur  with  you  in  it  from 
the  obfervation  I  can  make  from  hence  of  feveral  other 
circumftances  :  however,  nothing  ought  to  discou- 
rage fuch  public  hearts  as  your  lordfhip  from  contri- 
buting all  they  can  to  the  firmnefs  of  fuch  counfels, 
as  they  efteem  moft  juft  and  fafe  at  leaft,  if  we  are 
not  in  condition  to  think  fo  far  as  glorious  : 

Mult  a  dies  variufque  labor  mutabilis  <evi 
Detulit  in  melius 

We  have  nothing  new  nor  material  in  prefent  agita- 
tion upon  this  fcene.     The  laft  little  commiflion  I  had 

L  3  was 
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•was  as  troublefome  as  unfuccefsful ;  and  proceeded 
certainly,  in  the  manner  of  it,  from  want  of  knowing 
or  confidering  the  conflitutions  of  this  government ; 
which  makes  me  confident  your  lordfhip  had  no  part  in, 
directing  in  it,  no  more  than  my  lord  Arlington,  who, 
was  out  of  town. 

I  wilh  your  lordfhip  perfect  health  and  fatisfaction  ^ 
and  that  when  neither  of  thefe  make  it  necelTary,  you 
may  not  be  too  much  at  your  country-houfe.  Tho* 
in  all  places  I  Qiall  be  ever  with  equal  conftancy  and 
truth,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip's,  &c. 

To  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  21,  N.  S.  1670,, 

AS  your  grace  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  many  new 
entertainments  on  this  fide  the  water ;  fo  you, 
mud,  I  fear,  be  content  with  fome  new  troubles :  for 
both  ufually  happen  upon  all  changes.  I  wifh  your 
grace  all  that  can  be  of  the  firfb,  and  mould  not  hatfe 
given  you  any  of  the  other,  but  to  rejoice  with  you 
upon  your  happy  arrival  at  Paris. 

From  fo  little  and  barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  at  pre- 
fent,  I  cannot  offer  at  informing  your  grace  of  any 
thing ;  efpecially,  fince  men  expect  here  to  receive  all 
their  material  informations  from  your  motions  where 
you  now  are,  and  from  what  fhall  fucceed  them  at 
your  return.  But,  to  leave  thefe  people  in  their  doubt- 
ful and  myftical  reflections,  I  (hall  not  interrupt  either 
your  grace's  bufinefs  or  lejfure  with  any  thing  but 
what  is  plain  and  certain  •,  for  nothing  is  more  fo, 
than  that  I  am  with  equal  paflion  and  truth,  my  lord^ 
your  grace's  moft  obedient  and  mofl  humble  fervant. 


fti 
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To  my  lordFalconbridge. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  22,  N.  S.  1670. 

IWas  very  glad  to  find  by  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
firft  current,  that  the  fuddennefs  of  your  return 
therein  mentioned,  was  owing  to  the  diipatch  of  your 
bufinefs  in  Italy,  and  to  the  care  of  your  health;  and 
confequently,  that  you  receive  from  it  both  honour 
and  fatisfa&ion.  I  ihall  efleem  it  a  great  deal  of  both 
to  me,  if  you  continue  fo  favourable  intentions  as  you 
exprefs,  of  taking  this  place  in  your  way ;  where 
your  lordfhip  may  promife  yourfelf  whatever  my  fer- 
vices  can  be  worth  to  you.  1  expect  my  lord  of  EiTex 
with  my  lady  here  every  day;  unlefs  they  have 
changed  their  defign  fince  their  arrival  at  Hamburgh, 
where  they  came  about  ten  days  fince,  after  my  lord's 
having  difpatched  all  his  affairs  in  the  Danifh  court. 
Our  treaty  with  Spain  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
Indies  came  figned  to  London  laft  week,  from  whence, 
I  doubt  not,  it  will  be  fuddenly  remitted  with  its  ra- 
tification. All  here  is  in  great  quiet  and  filence,  and 
like  to  continue  fo,  unlefs  France  furnifh  us  with  fome 
new  difcourfe. 

I  have  hitherto  writ  by  Mr.  Perwich's  conveyance, 
but  chufe  to  fend  this  by  Sir  John  Finch's,  who  is  like 
to  be  a  nearer  obferver  of  your  motions.  But  I  will 
not  give  your  lordfhip  a  long  and  empty  interruption, 
which  has  little  elfe  to  bear  it  out  befides  the  profeflion 
of  my  being,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 


L  4  $0 
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to  the  Great  duke  of  Tuf-     Au  Grand  Due  de  Tof- 
cany.  cane. 


Hague,  Aug.  25, 
SIR,  N.S.  1670. 

T  Received  almoft  at  the  fame 
■*  time  the  honour  of  two  let- 
ters from  your  moft  ferene 
hiorhnefs  ;  one  of  March  the 
31ft,  with  an  entire  vintage  of 
the  fineft  wines  of  Italy  ;  and 
the  other  of  the  5th  inftant, 
with  your  highnefs's  con- 
dolences upon  the  death  of 
Madame.  The  great  delay 
of  the  fhip  that  brought  the 
wine, and  your  highnefs's  great 
difpatch  to  make  acompliment 
fo  fad  and  fo  obliging,  were 
the  caufe  that  two  letters  of  fo 
different  date,  arrived  almoft 
together.  For  I  have  much 
reafon  to  commend  the  dili- 
gence of  monfieurFerroni,  in 
conveying  me  all  your  high- 
nefs's favours.  I  find  the  wines 
admirable,  and  feeming  to  re- 
femble  their  prince,  in  having 
loft  nothing  of  their  natural 
tafte  or  goodnefs,  by  the 
length  of  their  voyage,  or  the 
extreams  of  heats  or  colds. 
And  herein  lam  more  obliged 
to  your  highnefs  than  you 
imagine,  not  only  for  having 


gnadc 


De  la  Haye,  U  25 
Monfieur,  Jout,S.N.i6jo. 
*y : AY 'quafi  re$u  en  mime  terns 
J  les  deux  lettres  que  V.  A.  Sme% 
ma  fait  Yhonneur de  m'ecrire  ; 
I'une  datee  du  31  de  Mars,  CS? 
accompagnee  des  plus  riches  ven- 
danges  d' 'Iialie,  je  veux  dire,  de 
fes  vins  les  plus  exquis  -,  &  V au- 
tre du  5  du  courant,  avec  les 
complimem  de  condr.lance  de  V. 
A.  fur  la  mort  de  Madame.  Le 
long  retardement  du  navire  qui 
a  apporte  les  vins,  &  Pemprejfe- 
ment  de  V.  A.  a  me  f aire  un  com- 
pliment auffi  trifle  atfobligeant ; 
ces  deux  cbofes  ont  fait,  que  deux 
lettres  fi  fort  eloign  ees  par  leurs 
dates  ffe  font  prefque  rencontrees 
a  leur  arrivee.  Car  fay  beau- 
coup  a  me  louer  de  la  diligence  a- 
vec  laquelle  monfieur  Ferroni  ta- 
che  demefaire  tenir  lesfaveurs  de 
V.  A.  Les  vins  m' 'ont  par -u  ex  eel- 
lens  ;  &  Jifofois,  je  dirois  vo- 
lontiers,  qu'ils  femblent  tenir 
quelque  cbofe  du  prince  qui  les 
envoy  e\  les  changemens  de  climat, 
la  longueur  &  les  traverfes  du 
tranfport,  la  rigueur  de  Ihyver^ 
ni  les  ardeurs  de  Tete^  ne  luy  ont 
ri en  fait  perdre  de  fa  feve  cif  de 
fa  force;  &  cela,  ne  fournit  il 
pas  un  embleme  affeznatureldela 
perfonne  de  fc  A.  J'ay,  au  rejle, 
plus  dt  obligation  a  V.  A.  quelle 
ne  penfe,furfon  prefent  de  vins, 
nonfeulement  pane  quelle  m9a 
fait 
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fait  gouter  des  del'ces  du  plus 
beau  pais  du  monde,  fous  le  cli- 
mat  le  plus  trifle ;  maisfur  touty 
parce  que  fon  prefent  tria  excite 
a  devenir  beuveur,  qualite  qui  me 
manquoit  abfolument,  &  qui  eft 
pourtant  necefjairepourfe  bien  ti- 
rer  d'une  ambafjade  en  irhllande. 
Je  ne  fay  ce  que  V.  A.  fait  le 
plus  paroitre  dans  les  exprejjions 
fi  touch  antes  dont  fa  lettre  efi 
remplie,  ou  la  fecondite  de  fon 
efprit,  ou  fa  tendrefje  de  cceur 
pour  le  roy  mon  maitre.  C'eft 
pourquoy  fefpere  que  V.  A.  ne 
me  ff  aura  pas  mauvais  gre  d'a- 
voir  envoy  e  a  fa  majejle  la  copie 
defa  dernier e  lettre,  dans  laquelle 
elle  a  donne  des  marques  fitendres 
de  la  part  qu 'elle pr end aux  evene- 
mens  de  la  f ami  lie  Royale. 


made  me  tafte  the  delights  of 
fo  fine  a  climate  in  fo  miferable 
a  one  as  this  ;  but  alfo  for  ha- 
ving by  the  fame  means  given 
me  the  talent  of  a  drinker,  a 
quality  I  wanted  very  much  to 
acquit  myfelf  of  an  embaffy 
in  Holland. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  your 
highnefs  by  your  moving  ex- 
preflions  upon  the  deplorable 
death  of  Madame,  has  more 
difcovered  the  beauty  of  your 
wit,  or  the  greatnefs  of  your 
affecl:ion  to  the  king  my  ma- 
tter :  therefore  I  hope  your 
highnefs  will  not  take  it  ill 
that  I  have  fent  his  majefty  a 
copy  of  your  laft  letter,  by 
which  you  have  given  fuch 
feniible  proofs  of  the  part  you 
take  in  whatever  happens  to 
the  royal  family. 

The  States  General  are  very 
much  furprized  at  the  news 
brought  them  this  day  from 
France,  in  an  exprefs  fent 
them  from  their  minifler  at 
Paris,  which  affures  them  of 
the  march  of  the  French  troops 
towards  the  frontier,  to  the 
number  of  3000c,  where  they 
are  to  rendezvous  at  Peronne  : 
but  it  is  not  ye:  known  whe- 
ther their  defign  be  upon  Flan- 
ders or  this  country,  or  whe- 
ther they  projedl  any  other 
meafures.  However  the  alarm 
js  here  fo  great,  that  they  have 


m 


Les  Etats  Generaux  paroif 
fent  fur  pr  is  de  la  nouvelle  que 
leur  a  apporte  un  expres  depeche 
par  leur  mini/Ire  a  Paris,  qui 
vient  deleur  apprendrc  la  marche 
des  troupes  Franfoifes  au  nombre 
de  30,000  hcmmes  ;  elles  s'avan- 
cent  vers  les  frontieres,  &  leur 
rendezvous  eft  marque  a  Pe^ 
ronne.  On  ne  decide  point  en~ 
core  fur  le  deffein  de  cette  marche^ 
&  on  ignore  ft  elle  regarde  ou  la 
Blanche  ou  ce  Pais  icy ;  &  on 
ne  fait  point  ft  I'approche  de  ces, 
troupes  ne  tend  point  a  cacher  les 
verhables  defeins,  £sf  a  mieux 
reujfir  dans  les  mefures  qu'on 
prifes.  §)uoy  quil  enfoii,  I'a- 
larme  ejl  icy  a  un  te! point,  quon 
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immediately  refolved  to  con- 
tinue fix  thoufand  men,  which 
they  were  juft  going  to  dif- 
band :  they  have  alfo  ordered 
the  council  of  State  to  compute 
what  forces  and  provifions 
they  {hall  judge  neceffary  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture  with  France : 
and  have  difpatched  a  boat 
from  Scheveling  to  England 
with  orders  to  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  (who  is  upon  the 
point  of  departing)  to  ftay  till 
farther  orders  from  the  States. 


For  myfelf,  I  know  not 
what  to  judge  of  thefe  appear- 
ances ;  I  ihall  ever  complain 
of  any  events  that  are  like  to 
endanger  the  quiet  ofChriften- 
dom,  to  which  I  have  for  fome 
time  (under  the  orders  of  his 
majefty)  dedicated  all  my 
cares.  And  without  doubt,  if 
the  war  opens  at  prefent,  great 
conj  unctures  will  arife,  where- 
of perhaps  there  will  be  reafon 
to  give  your  highnefs  joy,  not 
for  being  out  of  the  noife  of 
them ;  but  becaufe  great  prin- 
ces only  wait  for  great  occafi- 
ons.  I  am,  Sir,  your  high- 
nefs's,  &e. 


a  prisfur  le  champ  la  refoi 
k  a  fix 


Solution 
de  continuer  lafolde  a  fix  mille 
hommes  qu'on  alloit  congedier  5 
que  la  confeil  d'etat  a  ordonne 
de  drejjer  promptement  un  etat 
de  guerre,  qui  comprit  tant  les 
levees  d'hommes,  que  les  muniti- 
ons de  bouche  &  de  guerre,  qui 
feroient  efiimces  necefjaires,  en 
cas  de  rupture  avec  la  France, 
^u'enfin  on  a  fait  partir  de 
Schevelin  en  diligence  une  bar  Que 
pour  V  Angleterre,  avec  or  dreamy 
retenir  monfieur  Van  Beunin- 
ghen qui  etoit  fur  le  point  d'ert 
partir. 

Pour  moy,  je  ne  fay  ce  que  je 
dots  juger  fur  toutes  ces  appa- 
rences ;  je  gemiray  toujour s  fur 
les  evenemens  qui  pour ront  mettre 
en  danger  le  repos  de  la  Chreti- 
ente,  qui  depuis  un  terns,  iff 
fous  les  ordres  de  fa  majefle,  a 
ete  Vobjet  de  mes  veilles  &  de  mes 
foins.  Et  fans  doute  que  ft  la 
guerre  recommence,  elle  va  don- 
ner  lieu  a  des  grands  evenemens, 
def quels  onaurapeut-etre  adon- 
ner  el  para  bien  a  V.  A.  non 
comme  eloignee  de  la  iempete, 
mais  parce  que  les  grands  prin- 
ces ne  refpirent  que  les  grands  oe- 
cafions.  Je  fupplie  V.  A,  de 
ni  en  offrtr  toujour s,  par  lef- 
quelles  je  puiffe  luy  marquer  avec 
combien  de  pajfton  iff  de  veriteje 
feray  toute  ma  vie,  monfieur,  de 
V.d.  Smey  Sec. 
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Fo  the  Procurator  of  the 
court  of  flolland,  upon 
the  rights  of  ambcjfadors. 

f\  N  E  of  my  fecretaries  ha- 
^-^  ving  given  me  a  copy  of 
a  paper  iigned  by  you,  F.  de 
Brufis,  which  was  brought  to 
my  houfe,  and  given  to  one 
of  my  fervants ;  by  which  pa- 
per you  fummon  one  N. Watt, 
yalet  or  footman  to  the  Englifh 
ambaflador  to  appear  before 
the  court  of  Holland  :  by  the 
title  you  give  the  faidN.Watt, 
you  make  it  plain,  that  you 
Relieve  him  to  be  actually  in 
my  houfe  and  fervice.  Upon 
which  I  have  thought  good  to 
tell  you  that  I  look  upon  you 
as  an  infolent  fellow,  for  da- 
ring to  bring  fuch  a  paper  into 
my  houie  ■>  and  that  I  do  not 
intend  any  of  my  fervants  {hall 
be  looked  upon  as  fubjecl:  to 
the  jurifdidtion  of  any  court 
of  this  country,  or  of  any 
other  befides  thofe  of  the  king 
my  mafter ;  and  if  any  of  them 
offend  againft  the  laws,  com- 
plaint muft  be  made  to  me, 
that  I  may  either  order  juftice 
to  be  done,  or  deliver  the  of- 
fender of  my  own  accord  to  be 
punifhed  by  the  law  of  the 
place,  having  beforehand  d  if- 
mifled  him  from  my  fervice. 
Therefore  I  do  not  defign  to 
be  expofed  to  fuch  an  info- 
Jence  as  this  that  you  have 
committed  againft  me,in  treat- 
ing me  like  one  of  your  burg- 
hers, 


Au  Procureur  de  la  cour 
d'Hollande,  fur  les  droits 
des  ambafiadeurs. 

T  TNde  mes  fecretaires  ni  ayant 
^  fait  voir  la  copie  d'un  billet 
figne  par  vous  F.  de  Brufis,  qui 
a  He  porte  dans  ma  maifon,  & 
donn'e  a  quetquun  de  me s gem ; 
&  par  lequel  billet  vous  fommex 
un  certain  N.  Watt,  valet  ou 
la  equals  de  I'ambaJ/adeur  d?  An~ 
gleterre,  de  cGmparoitre  devant 
la  cour  d'Hollande,  par  la  qua- 
lite  que  vous  donnez  au  dit 
N.  Watt,  vous  faites  bien  con- 
noitre,  que  vous  le  croyez  acluel- 
lement  dans  ma  maifon  &  attache 
a  mon  fervice ;  la-dejfus  fay 
trouve  bon  de  vous  dire  que  je 
vous  tiens  pour  un  infolent,  dya- 
voir  ose  porter  un  tel  billet  dans 
ma  maifon ;  &  que  je  ne  pretens 
point,  qu'aucun  de  mes  gens  fait 
regarde  comme  relevant  de  la  ju-> 
rifdiclion  tfaucune  cour  dans  ce 
pais  icy,  ni  d'aucune  autre  que 
de  celles  du  roy  mon  maitre  ; 
que  ft  quelqu'un  d'eux  commet 
quelque  chofe  contre  les  loix,  on 
n'a  qu'a  men f aire  des plaintes, 
afin  que  fen  faffe fair  e  la  juftice ) 
ou  queje  le  livre  de  mon  propre 
gre  a  la  rigueur  des  loix  du  pa'isy 
V  ayant  prealablement  congedie^ 
&  chafse  de  ma  maifon.  Je  ne 
pretens  done  pas  etre  expose  a  une 
infolence  pareille  a  celle  que  vous 
venez  de  commettre  contre  moy9 
en  me  traitant  comme  un  de  vos 
bourgeois,  tant  par  le  billet  laifse 
chez  moy,  que  par  le  fon  de  la 
cloche 
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hers,  as  well  as  the  paper  left 
in  my  houfe,  as  by  the  ringing 
of  the  bell,  whereof  you  make 
mention.  What  I  here  fay, 
you  may  let  your  mailers 
know  from  me,  by  whofe  or- 
der you  pretend  to  have  acted. 
Befides,  for  their  farther  infor- 
mation, let  them  know  that 
while  I  refide  in  this  country, 
I  will  never  fufFer  the  rights 
and  privileges  fo  long  granted 
to  ambauadors  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  hitherto  obfer- 
ved  and  refpe&ed  by  all  prin- 
ces of  Chriftendom.  to  be  vio- 
lated, or  any  way  infringed  in 
this  country  in  my  perfon,  un- 
der pretence  of  any  particular 
fovereignty  of  a  province  or 
privilege  of  a  city,  in  a  com- 
monwealth where  I  have  the 
honour  to  ferve  a  king  in  qua- 
lity of  his  ambafiador. 


cloche  dont  vous  fakes  mention, 
'Tout  ce  queje  viens  de  vous  dire, 
vous  pourrez  le  dire  de  ma  part 
a  vos  maitresy  par  Vordre  des 
quels  vous  diies  avoir  agi.  Au 
fur  plus,  &  pour  leu r  plus  grand 
eclair  cijfement,  quails  fachent, 
qu§  durant  mon  fejour  en  ce  pais, 
je  ne  fouffriray  jamais  que  les 
droits  £ff  les  privileges  accordez 
depuis  ft  longtems  jure  gen- 
tium aux  ambaffadeurs,  &  juf- 
qu'icy  obfer^ez  ^f  refpeclez  dans 
les  etais  de  ious  le  princes  dc  la 
Chretiente,  foient  violez,  ou  le 
moins  du  monde  altcrez  en  ma 
perfonne  en  ce  pais?  feu  1  les  pre- 
textes  d'aucunefouverair.cie  par- 
ticuliere  d'une  province,  ou  le 
privilege  de  quelque  ville,  dans 
une  republique  ou.  fay  Vhonneur 
de  fervir  un  grand  roy  en  qua- 
lite  defon  ambajfadeur. 


$0  monfieur — — upon  the    AuMonfieur — furlamort 
death  of  his  daughter,  de  fa  fille. 


Hague,  Sept.  1, 
S  I  R,  N.S.  1670. 

XT Efterday  late  in  the  even- 
■*■  ing  I  received  an  account 
of  your  lofs  ;  and  can  allure 
you  that  my  wife,  my  fifter 
and  myfelf,  were  fo  fenfibly 
afflicted  at  it,  that  if  it  were 
poffible  grief  could  be  leflened 
by  being  communicated  with 
real  friends,,  upon  thefe  fad 
occafions,  you  would  have  im- 
mediately found  fome  confo- 
lation  in  yours.  I  muft  con- 
fefs, 


De  la  Haye,  1  Sept. 

Monfieur ,  S.  N.  1670. 

f\  N  me  donna  avis  hier  au 

^  foir  bien  tard,  de  la  perte 

que  vous  venez  de  faire,  &  j? 

puis  vous  affurer,  que  moi,  ma 

femme,  &   ma  fceur  en  avons 

ete  fl  fenfiblement  touches,    que 

fi  Vaffdclion  pouvoit  etre  dimi- 

nuee  par  celle  quife  communique 

aux  veritables  amis  en  ces  trifles 

occafions,    vous  auriez  fur    le 

champ  epreuve  du  foulagement 

en  la  voire,     II  lefaut  avouer, 

voire 
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fefs>  your  grief  is  lawful 
enough,  and  founded  not  only 
upon  the  dictates  of  nature, 
but  upon  the  merits  of  her  you 
lament;  fo  that  to  pretend  to 
comfort  you  by  other  confide- 
rations  than  ihofe  which  your 
prudence,  and,  above  all, 
which  your  piety  would  fug- 
geft,  would  be  to  attempt  an 
unprofitable  work.  God  has 
pleafed  to  impofe  this  tribute 
for  the  continuance  of  our 
lives,  often  to  lament  the  death 
of  our  friends.  We  muft  learn 
to  fubmit  and  refign  to  his  will, 
which  is  the  wifeft  and  moft 
chriftian  part  we  can  follow. 
To  this  I  mall  add,  that  the 
defiresof  your  friends  who  yet 
remain,  and  your  care  of  their 
interefts,  to  demand  from  you 
that  you  will  preferve  yourfelf 
to  them.  Among  thefe,  there 
is  none  who  is  more  than  I, 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and 
moft  affectionate  fervant. 


voire  douleur  ejl  bien  legitime, 
elle  ejl  fondee  non  feulement 
fur  les  devoirs  de  la  nature,  mats 
encore  fur  le  merite  de  la  per- 
fonne  que  vous  pleurez.  Ainji 
pretendre  vous  confoler  par  dy 
autres  refleclions  que  celles  que 
voire  prudence ,  et  fur  tout  voire 
piete  vous  fuggereront,  ce  feroit 
tenter  une  chofe  inutile.  11  a 
plu  a  Dieu  impofer  une  peine 
durant  le  cours  de  noire  vie,  qui 
ejl  V obligation  de  pleurer  fre- 
quemmcnt  fur  la  mort  de  ncs 
proches  csf  de  nos  amis.  II  faut 
fe  foumettre,  &  apprendre  a 
fe  refegner  a  fa  volonte ;  Sejl 
la  Vunique  bon  parti,  &  le 
feul  qui  fit  &  veritablcment 
fage,  £*f  veritablcment  cretien. 
J'ajouteray  a  cela,  que  les 
prieres  des  amis  qui  vous  rejlent 
encore,  £ff  le  foin  de  lews  in- 
terests, demandent  que  vous  vous 
conferviez.  Parmi  ceux  qui 
prennent  la  qualite  de  vos  amis, 
il  n'y  a  per  fonne  qui  vous  fit 
plus  acquis  que,  monfieur,  votre 
tres  humble  &  tres  affectionns 
ferviteur. 


To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  2,  N.  S.  1670. 

IM  U  S  T  in  the  firft  place  rejoice  with  your  lord- 
fhip  upon  your  return  to  town,  and  to  the  exercife 
of  your  ufual  cares,  which  are  fo  necefTary*  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  majefty  and  the  kingdom,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  any  thing  is  meant  us  fo  ill  as  the  danger  of  your 
lordfhip's  health  ;  though  I  find  by  your  laft  of  the 

19th 
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19th  pad,  that  you  had  fallen  into  fome  indifpofitiort 
upon  your  return :  but  the  length  as  well  as  the 
clearnefs  of  all  your  lordfhip's  difcourfes  in  it,  give 
me  the  confidence  that  it  was  already  paft. 

I  have  underftood  from  monfieur  de  Witt  the  futii 
of  all  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  difcourfes  with  his 
majefty  upon  the  fame  fubjecl:  as  thofe  with  your 
lordfhip,  of  which  you  were  pleafed  to  give  me  ac- 
count :  and  do  not  find  that  monfieur  Van  Beuningheri 
has  failed  of  receiving  all  the  affurances  from  the  king 
that  he  could  wifh,  concerning  the  negociations  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  in  France  :  for  he  has  not  only 
tranfmitted  them  to  the  States,  as  he  received  them  at 
court,  but  added  likewife  his  own  opinion  upon  them. 
That  as  far  as  human  appearances  will  go,  he  has  all  the 
reafon  that  can  be  to  believe,  that  nothing  has  been 
treated  of  by  the  faid  duke,  nor  was  ever  intended 
to  be  fo  in  the  French  court  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
majefty's  alliances  here.  For  the  reft,  they  take  it  as 
well  as  they  can,  that  they  fee  no  advance  made  in  the 
propofitions  of  the  emperor's  joining  with  thofe  of  the 
triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace :  which  I 
fuppofe  touches  them  To  much  the  more  by  the  hews 
brought  this  day  to  the  States  •  which  I  am  now  to 
give  your  lordfhip  an  account  of,  as  of  the  way  I  re- 
ceived it, 

Juft  as  I  was  fitting  down  this  day  to  dinner,  the 
States  agent  came  to  me,  defiring  that  their  commif- 
fioners  might  have  the  liberty  to  fpeak  with  me,  tho* 
at  that  unufual  hour,  being  of  a  matter  newly  come 
to  them,  and  of  very  great  importance.  I  confented  i 
and  thereupon  monfieur  de  Witt  came  in  the  head  of, 
the  other  commifiioners,  and  told  me  that  the  States 
had  newly  received  certain  advice  from  France  of  the 
date  of  the  29th  paft,  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Fouf- 
rille,  who  had  been  difpatched  fecretly  from  court 
fome  days  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp  at  St. 

Germains, 
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Germains,  and  with  the  troops  quartered  near  the  bor- 
ders of  Lorrain,  made  a  fudden  march  into  that  coun- 
try, and  feized  upon  the  city  of  Nancy  ;  and  that  by  fo 
unexpected  and  quick  an  attempt  that  he  failed  very  lit- 
tle of  furprizing  the  perfon  of  the  duke,  and  had  taken 
the  dutchefs.     That  the  duke  efcaping,  had  retired  to 
a  fmall  but  ftrong  place  called  Bidfch ;  where  he  bufied 
himfelf  in  aiTemblino;  what  forces  he  could  for  his  de- 
fence.  That  the  Marefchal  de  Crequy  being  difpatched 
from  Paris  had  met  this  news  upon  the  way,  and  re- 
turned with  it  to  court ;  from  whence  he  was  dif- 
patched in  hade  the  fecond  time  to  Lorrain.  That  the 
French  camp  near  St.  Germains  was  marched  towards 
Peronne  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Vaubrun : 
but  that  by  orders  fent  after  them  upon  the  way,  they 
were  to  be  divided  into  two  bodies,  of  which  one  was 
to  march  away  to  the  Marefchal  Crequy  in  Lorrain, 
and  the  other  towards  Sedan;  where  they  mould  make 
a  ftand,  and  face  any  attempts  that  might  be  defigned 
from  Flanders  or  this  country  towards   interrupting 
the  fuccefs  of  their  affairs  in  Lorrain.     Monfieur  de 
Witt  told  me  farther,  that  the  States  having  consider- 
ed thefe  advices,  had  ordered  them  (the  commiflioners) 
immediately  to  acquaint  me  with  them ;  and  farther, 
that  though  the  States  efteemed  it  a  matter  of  fo  great 
importance,  that  all  the  parties  of  the  triple  alliance 
ought  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  as  wholly  deftruc- 
tive  to  thofe  ends  of  conferving  the  Spaniih  domi- 
nions, which  were  mutually  propofed  in  the  faid  alli- 
ance ;  yet  they  (the  States)  mould  not,  nor  indeed 
could  not,  proceed  to  any  refolutions  thereupon,  with- 
out firfl  knowing  thofe  of  his  majeity,  and  being  af- 
fured  of  his  vigorous  conjunction.  And  hereupon  they 
defired  me  to  give  his  majefty  notice  immediately  by 
an  exprefs,  to  the  end  that  I  might  know  his  {cniG  and 
intentions  upon  this  conjuncture;  or  at  lead  be  in- 
ftructed  to  confer  with  the  States  upon  it. 

3  After 
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After  this,  much  was  enlarged  by  monfieur  de  Wf& 
and  the  commifrioners  concerning  the  very  great  im~ 

gsrtance  of  the  feizure  of  Lorrain ;  as  the  cutting  off 
urgundy  wholly  from  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, as  well  as  all  farther  communication  between 
any  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  of  the  princes  of 
Germany,  with  the  Switzers.  So  as  they  compared 
Lorrain  to  a  citadel  in  a  town,  from  which  all  the  reft 
would  be  commanded  at  pleafure.  They  added,  that 
the  dutchy  of  Luxemburg  would  be  in  a  manner  block- 
ed up,  and  maimed  in  their  mutual  afliftance  with 
the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  provinces  ;  that  the  electors  of 
Mentz  and  Triers  would  have  the  French  feet  upon 
their  throats  :  and  confequently,  that  whenever  France 
ihould  begin  with  Flanders  after  the  pofTefiion  of  Lor- 
rain, the  country  of  Burgundy  would  be  their  own  in. 
an  hour,  and  Flanders  in  a  very  fhort  time,  without 
greater  and  readier  affiftances  than  there  feemed  to  be 
any  reafonable  hopes  for. 

After  this,  they  told  me,  they  had  received  like- 
wife  a  new  account  by  this  poft,  of  all  the  French  pre- 
parations at  fea,  and  the  prefent  eftate  of  their  own 
fleet  •,  of  which  they  gave  me  this  inclofed  lift.  And  by 
all  I  can  gather  from  their  difcourfes,  I  judge  they  are 
capable  of  any  vigorous  refolution  that  his  majefty 
fhould  think  fit  to  infpire  them  in  conjunction  with  us : 
but  that  without  it  they  are  refolved,  as  they  exprefs" 
it,  dDe  laiJJ'er  agir  au  ton  Dieu,  &  de  voir  la  France  a 
fours  -portes  fans  fe  remuer.  Upon  all  which  they  pre- 
tend, that  the  difpofal  and  balance  at  this  time  of  all 
affairs  in  thefe  parts  of  Chriftendom,  lie  before  his  ma- 
jefty :  from  whom  both  the  Empire  and  Spain,  as 
well  as  Sweden  and  this  State,  will  receive  their  mea- 
fures. 

Three  days  fince  the  baron  d'libla  was  with  me,  to 

1  To  leave,  it  to  God,  find  to  fie  the  French   at   their  doers  without 
fiirring  la  foot, 

communicate 
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Communicate  a  letter  he  had  newly  received  from  the 
emperor,  declaring  his  refolution  to  join  with  the 
triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Aix, 
which  he  defired  me  to  give  his  majefty  part  of  by  the 
poft :  but  having  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
refolved  to  give  your  Lordfhip  the  fame  account, 
I  omit  to  trouble  you  with  any  further  particu- 
lars. He  came  to  me  again  juft  upon  the  clofe  of 
what  I  have  written,  and  fhewed  me  a  letter  from 
monfieur  Louvigni  at  BrufTels,  containing  the  parti- 
culars of  what  has  happened  in  Lorrain,  and  little  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  I  had  before  received  by  monfieur 
de  Witt ;  only  that  the  duke  of  Lorrain  refolved  to  re- 
tire with  all  his  forces  into  the  mountains,  and  hopes 
to  defend  himfelf  fome  time,  provided  he  might  be 
fure  of  not  being  abandoned.  I  am  ever,  my  lord, 
your,  &V. 

To  my  lord  keeper* 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept, N.S.  1670. 

1  Lately  gave  my  lord  Arlington  the  account  which 
was  given  me  by  the  States  commiflioners,  of  the 
feizure  of  Lorrain,  with  their  reflections  upon  it,  and 
the  confequences  it  mull  needs  have  upon  all  the  affairs 
of  Chriftendom ;  and  their  defires  of  my  communicating 
all  from  them  with  fpeed  and  care  to  his  majefty  : 
which  I  did. 

I  have  fince  received  by  lad  poft,  and  by  a  letter 
from  his  lordfhip,  the  king's  orders  for  my  imme- 
diate repair  into  England,  and  for  my  acquainting  the 
States  with  it  •,  and  that  it  is  only  with  intentions  of 
my  informing  his  majefty  better  in  the  feveral  points 
that  concern  the  prefent  conjunctures  of  my  ftation 
here.  This  I  have  done  in  a  conference  upon  it  with 
M.  de  Witt.  I  found  him  at  flrft  very  penfive  upon  the 
news  of  it,  and  apt  to  reflect  upon  this  happening  f  1 
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Toon  and  unexpectedly  after  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrain  \ 
and  both  after  the  many  delays  and  difficulties  raifed 
by  us  (as  he  apprehends]  in  admitting  the  emperor  to 
the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Aix  in  conjunction  with 
the  triple  alliance,  .which  we  formerly  fo  much  defired. 
He  remembered  at  the  fame  time  the  many  inftances 
we  have  made  for  many  months  pad  about  fuch  a 
trifle  as  the  carrying  off  our  planters  from  Surinam 
(whom  he  takes  by  the  articles  to  become  their  fub- 
iecls)  and  the  invincible  difficulties  in  which  we  have 
engaged  matters  between  our  Eaft-India  companies  -y 
in  which,  he  fays  he  is  afTured,  our  merchants  have  no 
part,  but  as  they  are  inftigated  by  fbme  perfons  at 
court,  whofe  ill  intentions  he  fears  towards  the  late 
alliances  contracted  between  his  majefty  and  thefe 
States,  both  for  our  own  mutual  fafety,  and  that  of  all 
Chriilendom.  He  reflected  upon  a  coldnefs  in  all  our 
negotiations  of  that  kind,  ever  fince  Madame's  journey 
into  England;  and  upon  the  late  journey  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham's  to  Paris,  which  he  could  not  think 
was  b  pur  vcir  le  pais^  cu  apprendre  la  langue ;  and 
defired  I  would  tell  him  what  I  could  make  of  all 
this  laid  together :  for,  on  the  one  fide,  there  were  cir- 
cumftances  enough  to  awake  a  fufpicious  man  ;  and, 
on  the  other  fide,  he  could  never  think  it  poffible  for 
any  nation,  or  court  itfelf,  to  quit  fo  certain  a  point  of 
interefi:  and  great  a  point  of  honour,  as  muft  be  forfeit- 
ed by  our  breaking  our  alliances  with  this  State,  or 
entering  into  any  with  France,  whofe  greatnefs  had  oc- 
casioned our  meafures  for  our  own  as  well  as  our 
neighbour's  defence.  He  faid,  I  knew  the  belt  of  any 
how  all  thefe  matters  had  pafTed  :  how  his  majefty  had 
engaged  thefe  States  in  thofe  common  meafures,  and 
even  prevailed  with  them  to  make  a  facrince  of  the 
ancient  kindnefs  and  alliance  this  State  had  always  be- 
fore with  France,  to  the  confiderations  of  the  prefent 

b  Tc  fee  the  country,  or  learn  the  language. 
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danger  From  the  greatnefs  of  that  crown  to  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom  -9  though  they  might  have  had  what  terms 
they  pleafed  from  them  for  the  dividing  of  Flanders. 
That  I  knew  with  how  inviolate  faith  and  firmnefs 
the  States  had  conftantly  obferved,  for  thefe  two  years 
pad,  their  friendship  and  alliances  with  his  majefty, 
and  how  great  a  part  I  had  in  contracting  and  purfuing 
them,  by  the  particular  confidence  the  States  and  he 
efpecially  had  in  my  perfon,  as  one  that  was  perfuaded 
of  our  common  interefts,  that  knew  my  mailer's  mind, 
and  would  not  be  an  inftrument  to  deceive  thofe  that 
trufted  me.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he  defired  to 
know  my  opinion  upon  this  whole  matter,  efpecially 
that  of  my  journey  into  England  -,  which,  he  faid, 
would  be  very  furprizing  to  every  body  here,  and 
therefore  he  would  be  glad  to  give  the  news  of  it  to 
the  States  in  the  bed  manner  he  could. 

I  protefled  to  him  that  I  had  hitherto  received  con-' 
flant  aflurances,  from  both  the  fecretaries  of  State,  of 
his  majefty's  refolutions  to  obferve  conftantly  the  mea- 
fures  in  which  he  was  engaged  to  this  State,  and 
that  I  knew  not  a  word  more  of  the  reafons  of  my  fud- 
den  journey  into  England,  than  what  I  had  told  him. 
That  I  had  orders  to  leave  my  family  behind  me : 
and  that  his  majefty  might  poflibly  think  it  necefTary 
for  his  information  to  fpeak  with  me  upon  the  prefent 
conjunctures,  and  to  return  me  immediately  according 
to  my  lord  Arlington's  letter.  That,  I  confeffed,  I 
was  apt  to  make  many  of  thofe  reflections  that  he  had 
done  -,  but  could  not  believe  it  poflible  for  any  crown 
ever  to  enter  into  counfels  fo  deftructive  to  their  ho- 
nour and  fafety  as  thofe  he  fufpected.  That  if  fuch  a 
thing  fhould  ever  happen,  1  defired  him  to  remember 
what  I  told  him  upon  the  fcruples  he  had  made  in 
trufting  our  court  upon  the  negotiations  of  the  triple 
alliance-,  which  was,  that  I  told  him  then  what  I 
thought  of  his  majefty's  difpofitions  and  refolutions, 
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as  well  as  thofe  of  his  minifters  :  that  I  could  not  be- 
lieve it  pofllble  for  them  to  change  in  a  point  of  fo 
evident  intereft,  and  which  would  be  fo  understood  by 
the  whole  nation.  That  however  I  could  anfwer  for 
no  body  befides  myfelf,  but  this  I  would ;  and  that  if 
ever  fuch  a  thing  mould  happen,  I  would  never  have 
any  part  in  it.  That  I  had  told  the  king  fo  as  well  as 
him,  and  would  make  it  good.  That  for  the  prelent 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  faid,  but  that  I  muft  go 
away  for  England.  That  if  I  returned  he  would  know 
more ;  and  I  doubted  by  what  he  faid,  that  he  would 
guefs  more  if  I  returned  not. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  fouled,  and  faid,  I  was  in  the 
right,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  try  to  cure 
himfelf  and  others  of  all  fufpicions  upon  my  journey: 
and  would  hope,  on  the  other  fide,  it  might  be  of  ufe 
to  the  common  interefts,  by  pofTefilng  his  majefty  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrain  •, 
and  of  the  States  refolutions  to  flick  clofe  to  him  in 
all  meafures  he  mould  take  upon  it.  And  fo  we  parted. 
I  would  have  gone  away  immediately  upon  this 
fummons,  but  that  it  found  me  very  ill,  and  uncer- 
tain whether  it  would  end  in  a  fever,  as  it  feemed  to 
begin  •,  but,  fince  a  great  fwelling  fallen  upon  my  face, 
I  hope  it  may  pafs.  However,  being  forced  to  delay 
my  journey  fome  few  days,  I  could  not  but  give  your 
lordihip  this  account  before-hand,  and  leave  it  to  you 
to  make  what  ufe  of  it  you  think  fit,  without  expect- 
ing any  anfwer,  fince  1  hope  fo  foon  to  follow  it. 

But  I  know  your  lordihip  fully  perfuaded  of  our 
intereft  to  preferve  our  alliances  here,  and  the  prefent 
meafures  of  Chriftendom  which  depend  upon  them. 
And  though  you  have  faid  nothing  yet  to  make  me  dif- 
truft  our  counfels  in  the  matter ;  yet  I  confefs  I  have 
not  the  better  opinion  of  it  from  what  I  find  of 
your  lordfhip's  eflranging  yourfelf  of  late,  or  being 
dtranged  from  the  confutations  of  them. 

I  have 
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I  have  likewife  reflected  upon  the  kind  hint  your 
lordfhip  gave  me  fome  time  fince,  of  my  lord  Ar- 
lington's not  being  the  fame  to  me  which  he  had  for- 
merly been,  and  conflantly  fmce  our  firft  acquaintance ; 
which  made  me,  I  confefs,  then  doubt  rather  fome 
miftake  in  your  lordfhip's  obfervation,  than  any 
change  in  his  friendmip  or  difpofitions.  From  him- 
felf,  I  muft  needs  fay,  I  yet  find  nothing  of  it-,  and 
though  his  flyle  feems  a  little  changed  in  what  concerns 
our  public  affairs,  yet  not  at  all  in  what  is  particular 
to  me.  When  I  come  into  England  I  fhall  foon  know 
the  truth  of  your  conjecture,  and  tell  it  you,  becaufe 
by  that  I  fhall  judge  the  truth  of  mine :  for  having 
never  faid  or  done  any  thing  to  deferve  the  leaft  change 
in  his  lordfhip's  friendfhip  to  me  fince  it  firft  began  ; 
I  am  fure,  if  it  happens,  it  can  be  derived  from  nothing 
elfe  but  a  change  he  forefees  in  thofe  meafures  at  court 
which  he  has  been  with  your  lordfhip  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged in  ;  and  which  he  knows  as  well  as  your  lord- 
fhip that  I  will  never  have  any  part  in  the  counfels  of 
altering,  till  I  can  be  convinced  that  any  others  will 
be  more  for  his  majefty's  honour'and  fafety. 

All  this  I  fay  in  confidence  to  your  lordfhip  without 
touching  any  word  of  it  to  my  lord  Arlington,  or  any 
other  perfon :  and  fhall  increafe  this  trouble  no  farther, 
becaufe  I  hope  to  have  fo  foon  the  honour  of  feeing 
you,  and  afluring  you  a  nearer  way,  with  how  much 
paflion  as  well  as  truth  I  am  and  mall  be  ever,  my 
lord,  your  lordfhip's,  &c. 

¥0  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuf-    Au  Grand  Due  de  Tof- 
cany.  cane. 

London,  Nov.  4,  Dc  Lend,  le  4  Nov. 

SIR,             N.  S.  1670.  Monficur,         S.  N  1670. 

["   Shouid  not  have  fattsfied  rV'  E  ne  mc  conlenteroh pas  di 

A  myfelf    bar?ly    to    refent  J    rejfentir  commeje  lefah  & 

all  the  favours  of  your  moll  commeje  le  doisy  toutes  us  bon* 

ferene  M  3                tet 
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ferene  highnefs,  and  particu- 
larly the  honour  of  your  laft 
of  September  the  30th,  if  Iwere 
any  way  capable  of  acknow- 
ledging them  asl  ought,  either 
by  my  expreffions  or  my  fer- 
vices.  But  your  highnefs  be- 
ing pleafed  to  oblige  fo  many 
ways  fo  unprofitable  a  perfon, 
can  hope  for  no  other  returns 
than  the  pieafure  of  your  own 
generouty,  and  the  devotion 
of  a  heart  fo  grateful  as  mine. 


I  mould  have  extremely  re- 
gretted the  length  of  time  your 
fetter  was  in  palling  before  it 
found  me  at  London, after  hav- 
ing miffed  me  at  the  Hague  ; 
-were  it  not  that  your  highnefs 
is  to  confider  me  here  as  one 
of  the  commoneft  among  the 
king's  fubjecls,  and  not  as  a 
minifter  who -has  any  part 
in  public  affairs.  And  there- 
fore you  can  expect  nothing 
in  my  letters,  but  the  tedious 
compliments  of  an  idle  man, 
inftead  of  fuch  informations 
and  fervices  as  your  highnefs 
might  expect  to  receive  from 
thofe  who  are  devoted,  like 
me,  to  your  fervice.  But  the 
marquis  of  Puzzi  is  too  well 
received  at  the  king  my  ma- 
iler's court,  and  too  well  in- 
formed not  to  have  given 
your  highnefs  all  intelligence 
necefTary,  as  well  of  his  ma- 
jeiiy'a  friendship  and  efteem, 

as 


tez  de  V.  A.  Sme,  &  particuli- 
ercnunt  Vhonneur  quelle  m^  a  fait 
par  fa  demure  lettre  du  30  de 
Septembre,  fi  je  me  trouvois  le 
moins  du  monde  capable  de  les 
reconnoitre  comme  elles  le  meri- 
tent,  ou  par  mes  expreffions,  ou 
par  mes  fervices,  Mais  V.  A. 
ayant  voulu  par  tant  de  mani- 
eres  differentes  obliger  un  fujet 
auffi  inutile  que  je  le  fuis,  n'a 
pas  du  en  efperer  d'autres fruits 
que  le  plaifir  dejouir  defa  propre 
generofite,  &  de  sfattacher  un 
cceur  auffi  recowioijfant  que  le 
mien. 

Je  me  ferois  fort  plaint  des 
longueurs  a  travers  lefquelles  la 
lettre  de  V.  A.  ejl  enfin  venue 
me  trouver  a  Londres,  apres 
m  avoir  manque  a  la  Haye  ;  fi 
deformais  je  devois  eire  regards 
de  V.  A.  autrement  que  comme 
un  homme  privL  £5  un  des  fu- 
jet s  les  plus  ordinaires  de  fa  ma- 
jefie,  qui  riejl  plus  ni  mini/Ire 
public,  ni  admis  dans  les  affaires. 
Par  confequcnt  mes  leitres  ne 
peuvent  contenir,  que  les  com- 
plimens  d?un  homme  oifif,  au 
lieu  des  relations  iff  des  inflru- 
ftions  que  V.  A.  attend  de  ceux. 
qui  font  auffi  attachez  a  elle 
quelle  fait  que  je  lefuis.  Mais 
monfieur  le  marq.  de  Puzzi 
eft  trop  bien  a  la  ccur  du  roy 
mon  maitre,  iff  d'aillcurs  trop 
eclaire,  iff  trop  exacl,  pour  ri 
avoir  pu  informer  F.  A.  de  tout 
ce  quelle  doit  f avoir  par  rapport 
a  notre  cour ;  fur  tout,  il  n'aura 
pas  neglige,  je  niaffure,  de  luy 
.    par-- 
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as  of  the  general  devotion  his 
fiibjecl:s  bear  for  the  perfon 
of  your  highnefs.  He  muft 
alfo  have  informed  your  high- 
nefs, of  the  happy  difpofition 
his  majefty  has  found  in  his 
parliament,  for  the  increafe 
of  his  revenues,  and  by  that 
means  for  the  eftablimment 
of  his  interefts  both  within 
and  without  his  kingdoms.  I 
am  forry  the  faid  marquis 
has  found  nothing  here  to 
pleafe  or  keep  him  longer  a- 
mong  us.  But  I  hope  your 
highnefs  will  not  think  that 
during  my  (lay  here,  there  can 
want  a  perfon,  as  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  obey  all  your  com- 
mands, as  any  of  your  own 
fubjects,  fmce  I  am  fo  much, 
Sir,  your  highnefs's,  l$c. 


parler  de  Vamitie  &  de  Veftime 
de  fa  majejle  pour  la  per- 
fonne  de  V.  A.  en  ccla  fecondee 
par  Vaffeclion  generate  de  torn 
fes  fujets.  II  vous  aura  aitjji 
entretenu  des  heureufes  difpoft- 
tions  que  fa  majejle  vient  de 
trouver  dam  Vaffemhlee  de  fon 
parlement,  pour  l3 augmentation 
de  fes  finance  Si  &  pour  lafurete 
de  fes  interets  tant  au  dedans 
quau  dehors  de  fes  etats.  Je 
fuis  hi  en  marri  que  monjieur 
le  marquis  nait  pas  trouvc  icy 
a  fez  de  charmes  pour  s'y  plaire, 
&  s'yfijoumer  un  peu  plus  long 
terns.  Mais  fofe  efperer  que 
V.  A.  ne  croira  pas  manquer 
dans  Londres  Wane  per  fonne  en- 
tier  ement  devouee  a  fon  fervice, 
&  auffi  emprefsce  a  recevoir  fes 
ordres,  qiiaucun  de  fes  propres 
fujets,  tanais  que  fy  feray  mon 
fejour,  puifque  je  fuis,  monjieur, 
de  V.  A.  Sme,  &c. 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  Novcm.  22,  N.  S.- 1676. 

I  Muft  make  you  my  humble  acknowledgments  for 
fo  great  a  prefent,  as  you  have  been  pleaied  to  fend 
me  towards  that  expence  I  have  refolved  to  make  at 
Sheen :  and  aflure  you,  no  part  of  it  mall  either  go 
any  other  way,  or  lelfen  what  I  had  intended  of  my 
own.  I  doubt  not  to  compafs  what  I  told  you  of  my 
lord  Lille,  for  enlarging  my  fmall  territories  there ; 
when  that  is  done,  I  propofe  to  beftow  a  thoufand 
pounds  upon  the  conveniencies  of  the  houfe  and  gar- 
den, and  hope  that  will  reach  all  I  care  for  :  fo  that 
your  five  hundred  pounds  may  be  laid  out  rather  for 
ornament  than  ufe,  as  you  feem  to  defire,  by  order- 
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ing  mc  to  make  the  front  perfectly  uniform.     Your 
care  of  that  and  me,  in  this  matter,  is  the  more  oblig- 
ing, the  lefs  1  find  you  concur  with  me  in  my  thoughts 
of  retiring  wholly  from  public  affairs,  and,  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  of  making  my  neft  at  this  time  as  pleafant  and 
commodious  as  I  can  afford  it.     Nor  fhall  I  eafily  re- 
folve  to  offer  at  any  of  thofe  advantages  you  think  I 
might  make  upon  luch  a  retreat,  of  the  king's  favour 
or  good  opinion,  by  pretending  either  to  penfion  or 
any  other  employment.     The  honour  and  pay  of  fuch 
pofts  as  I  have  been  in,  ought  to  be  efleemed  fufficient 
for  the  beft  fervices  of  them  :  and  if  I  have  credit 
left  with  the  prefent  minifters  to  get  what  is  owing  me 
upon  my  embaffy,    I  fhall  think  myfelf  enough  re- 
warded ;  confidering  how  different  a  value  is  now  like 
to  be  put  upon  my  fervices  in  Holland,  from  what 
there  was  when  they  were  performed.     ?Tis  very  like- 
ly at  that  time,  as  you  believe,  there  were  few  reaibn- 
able  things  the  king  would  have  denied  me,  while  the 
triple  alliance  and  our  league  with  Holland  had  fo  great 
a  vogue  :  and  my  friends  were  not  wanting  in  their 
advices  to  me  to  make  ufe  of  it.    But  I  have  refolved 
never  to  afk  him  any  thing,  otherwife  than  by  ferving 
him  well :  and  you  will  have  the  lefs  reafon  perhaps 
to  reproach  me  this  method,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  re^ 
member  how  the  two  embafiies  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Holland  were  not  only  thrown  upon  me  without  my 
feeking  -,  but  alio  what  my  lord  Arlington  told  me 
was  defigned  for  me  upon  fecretary  Morris's  removal, 
in  cafe  the  king  had  not  thought  my  embaffy  into  Hol^ 
land  of  the  greateft  neceffity  in  pursuance  of  thofe  mea- 
sures we  had  taken  with  that  State, 

For  what  you  think  of  the  intereft  we  have  ftill  to 
purfue  them,  and  confequently  of  the  ufe  the  king 
will  ftill  have  of  me  upon  that  oceafion  \  I  will  not 
enter  into  any  reafonings  with  you  upon  that  matter  at 
this,  diftance  ^  but  will  only  tell  you  fome  pafiages  of 
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fa£t  upon  which  I  ground  the  judgment  I  make  of  af- 
fairs wherein  I  have  no  part  •,  and  which  I  am  not  fo 
folicitous  to  draw  into  the  light,  as  I  doubt  others  are 
to  keep  them  in  the  dark.  And  when  I  have  told 
you  theie,  I  mall  leave  you  to  judge  whether  I  take 
my  meafures  right  as  to  my  own  private  conduct 

You  know  flrft  the  part  I  had  in  all  our  alliances 
with  Holland  ♦,  how  far  my  own  perfonal  credit  was 
engaged  upon  them  to  monfieur  de  Witt ;  and  the  re- 
fblutions  I  not  only  acquainted  him  and  you  with,  but 
his  majefly  too ;  that  I  would  never  have  any  part  in 
breaking  them,  whatever  mould  happen  :  though  that 
I  confefs  could  hardly  enter  into  any  body's  head  that 
underftood  the  interefts  of  Chriftendom  as  well  as  our 
own.  I  have  given  you  fome  intimations  how  cold  I 
have  obferved  our  temper  at  court  in  thofe  matters  for 
this  laft  year  •,  and  how  different  it  was  thought  abroad 
from  that  warmth  with  which  we  engaged  in  them  :  fo 
that  it  was  a  common  faying  at  the  Hague,  qu*il  faut 
avcuer,  qifily  a  eu  neuf  mois  du  plus  grand  minifiere  du 
monde  en  Angleterre :  for  they  would  hardly  allow  a 
longer  term  to  the  vigour  of  that  counfel  which  made 
the  triple  alliance,  and  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  fent  me 
over  into  Holland  this  laft  embafly  to  purfue  the  great 
ends  of  them,  and  draw  the  emperor  and  princes  of 
the  empire  into  the  common  guaranty  of  the  peace. 
Inftead  of  this,  our  pretentions  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
Surinam,  and  the  Eaft-India  companies  have  grown 
high,  and  been  managed  with  fharpnefs  between  us 
and  the  States  •,  and  grounded  (as  monfieur  de  Witt 
conceives)  more  upon  a  defign  of  fhewing  them  our 
ill  humour,  than  our  reafon.  I  was  fenfible  that  my 
conduct  in  all  thefe  matters  had  fallen  fhort  for  many 
months  paft  of  the  approbation  at  court  it  ufed  to  re- 
ceive ;  and  that  Mr.  Worden  was  fent  over  to  me  only 
to  difparage  it,  or  efpy  the  faults  of  it ;  though  I  think 
he  returned  with  the  opinion  that  the  bufinefs  would 

not 
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not  bear  it.  'Tis  true,  both  my  lord  Arlington  and 
Sir  John  Trevor  continued  to  the  laft  of  my  flay  in 
Holland  to  afiure  me,  that  the  king  ftill  remained  firm 
in  his  meaiiires  with  the  States  :  but  yet  I  found  the 
bufinefs  of  admitting  the  emperor  into  the  guaranty 
went  downright  lame  :  and  that  my  lord  keeper  was 
in  a  manner  out  of  the  foreign  counfels ;  for  fo  he 
writ  to  me  himfelf,  and  gave  me  notice  at  the  fame 
time,  that  my  lord  Arlington  was  not  at  all  the  fame 
to  me  that  he  had  been :  which  I  took  for  an  ill  fign 
in  our  public  bufinefs  and  an  ill  circumftance  in  my 
own  •,  and  the  more,  becaufe  I  was  fure  not  to  have 
deferved  it ;  and  found  nothing  of  it  in  his  own  let- 
ters, but  only  that  they  came  feldom,  and  run  more 
upon  indifferent  things  than  they  ufed  to  do. 

Ever  fmce  Madame's  journey  into  England,  the 
Dutch  had  grown  jealous  of  fomething  between  us  and 
France  ;  and  were  not  like  to  be  cured  by  thefe  parti- 
culars I  have  mentioned  :  but  upon  the  invafion  and 
feizure  of  Lorrain  by  France,  and  my  being  fent  for 
over  (b  fuddenly  after  it,  monfieur'de  Witt  himfelf 
could  keep  his  countenance  no  longer  -,  though  he  be 
neither  fufpicious  in  his  nature,  nor  thought  it  the 
beft  courfe  to  difcover  any  fuch  difpofition  upon  this 
occafion,  how  much  foever  he  had  of  it :  but  yet  he 
told  me  at  my  coming  away,  that  he  mould  make  a 
judgment  of  us  by  the  fuddennefs  of  my  return,  which 
the  king  had  ordered  me  to  allure  him  of. 

When  I  came  to  town,  I  went  immediately  to  my 
lord  Arlington  according  to  cuftom.  And  whereas 
upon  my  feveral  journeys  over  in  the  late  conjunc- 
tures, he  had  ever  quitted  ail  company  to  receive  me, 
and  did  it  always  with  open  arms,  and  in  the  kindeft 
manner  that  could  be  ;  he  made  me  this  laft  time  ftay 
an  hour  and  half  in  an  outward  room  before  he  came 
to  me,  while  he  was  in  private  with  my  lord  Afhly. 
He  received  me  with  a  coldnefs  that  1  confefs  furprized 
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me  \  and  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  talk  of  my  jour- 
ney and  his  friends  at  the  Hague,  inflead  of  telling 
me  the  occafion  of  my  being  fent  for  over,  or  any 
thing  elfe  material,  he  called  in  Tata  that  was  in  the 
next  room,  and  after  that  my  lord  Crofts,  who  came 
upon  a  common  vifit ♦,  and  in  that  company  the  reft 
of  mine  palled,  till  I  found  he  had  nothing  more  to 
fay  to  me,  and  fo  went  away. 

The  next  morning  1  went  however  to  him  again, 
defiring  to  be  brought  by  him  to  kifs  the  king's  hand, 
as  I  ufed  upon  my  former  journeys.  He  thought  fit 
to  bring  me  to  his  majefly  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
Mall ;  who  flopped  to  give  me  his  hand,  and  alked 
me  half  a  dozen  queftions  about  my  journey,  and  a- 
bout  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  fo  walked  on.  Since 
which  time,  neither  the  King  nor  my  lord  Arlington 
have  ever  faid  three  words  to  me  about  any  thing  of 
bufinefs  •,  tho'  I  have  been  as  often  in  their  way  as  a- 
greed  with  fuch  an  ill  courtier  as  I  am,  or  a  man 
without  bufinefs  as  I  found  myfelf  to  be. 

I  have  feen  my  lord  keeper  and  Mr.  fecretary 
Trevor  :  and  find  the  firfl  uneafy  and  apprehenfive  of 
our  prefent  counfels ;  the  lafl  fufftcient  and  confident 
that  no  endeavours  can  break  the  meafures  between 
us  and  Holland,  becaufe  they  are  efleemed  fo  neceffary 
abroad  and  fo  rational  at  home  :  yet  1  find  them  both 
but  barely  in  the  fkirts  of  bufinefs  \  and  only  in  right 
of  their  pofls  :  and  that  in  the  fecret  of  it,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  my  lord  Arlington,  my  lord  Afhly, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Cliilbrd,  at  prefent  compofe  the  mi- 
niflry.  This  1  tell  you  in  fhort  as  the  conflitution  of 
our  affairs  here  at  this  time,  and  which  I  believe  you 
may  reckon  upon. 

You  know  how  different  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  and  I 
have  always  been,  fince  our  firfl  acquaintance,  in  our 
fchemes  of  government,  and ,  many  other  matters, 
efpecially  concerning  our  alliance  with  Holland  :  and 
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that  has  been  the  reafon,  I  iuppofe,  of  very  little  com- 
merce between  us  farther  than  common  civility,  in  our 
frequent  encounters  at  my  lord  Arlington's  for  feveral 
years  pail :  this  made  me  a  little  furprized  at  his  re- 
ceiving me  upon  my  firft  coming  over,  and  treating 
me  fince,  with  a  moft  wonderful  gracioufnefs,  till  the 
other  day,  which  I  fuppofe  has  ended  that  ftyle. 
Upon  the  firft  vifit  he  made  me,  after  many  civili- 
ties, he  told  me,  he  muft  needs  have  two  hours  talk 
with  me,  at  fome  time  of  leifure  and  in  private,  upon 
our  affairs  in  Holland  :  and  Hill  repeated  this  almoft 
every  time  he  law  me,  till  one  day  laft  week,  when 
we  appointed  the  hour  and  met  in  his  clofet.  He  be- 
gan with  great  compliments  to  me  about  my  fervices 
to  the  king  in  my  employments  abroad  \  went  on  witk 
the  neceffity  of  preferving  our  meafures  with  Holland, 
and  the  mutual  intereft  both  nations  had  in  it ;  and 
concluded  with  wondering  why  the  States  mould  have 
fhewed  fo  much  difficulty  upon  thofe  two  affairs  of  Su  - 
rinam  and  the  Eaft -India  company,  wherein  our  de- 
mands feemed  fo  reafonable  •,  and  how  it  came  about 
that  I  had  failed  in  compaffing  his  majefty's  fatisfac- 
tion  in  thofe  two  matters,  after  having  fucceeded  fo 
much  in  all  my  other  negotiations.  I  thought  he 
might  not  have  underftood  the  detail  of  thofe  two  af- 
fairs ;  and  f6  deduced  it  to  him,  with  the  Dutch  rea- 
fons,  which  I  confefs  feemed  to  me  in  many  points  but 
too  well  grounded.  He  feemed  unfatisfied  with  them 
•all,  and  told  me  I  muft  undertake  that  matter  again, 
and  bring  it  to  a  period  •,  and  afked  me  whether  I  did 
not  think  I  could  bring  them  to  reafon :  I  faid  plainly 
I  believed  I  never  could,  to  what  we  called  fo,  and 
therefore  was  very  unwilling  to  undertake  it :  that  I 
had  fpent  all  my  fhot  in  vain  :  and  therefore  thought 
their  beft  way  would  be  to  employ  fome  perfon  in  it 
that  had  more  wit  or  ability  than  I.  Upon  this  he 
grew  a  little  moved  \  and  replied,  that  for  my  wit 
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and  ability  they  all  knew  I  had  enough  ;  and  all  the 
queftion  was,  whether  I  was  willing  to  employ  them 
upon  this   occafion   which   fo  much  concerned  the 
king's  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.     Here- 
upon I  told  him,  how  I  had  ufed  my  utmoft  endea- 
vours in  it  already,  how  many  reprefentations  I  had 
made  the  States,  how  many  conferences  I  had  had  with 
their  commiflioners,  how  long  and  particular  accounts 
I  had  given  them  hitherto,  and  how  I  had  valued  all 
the  reaibns  tranfmitted  me  from  hence,  and  how  all  to 
no  purpofe  :  and  being,  I  confefs,  a  little  heated  after 
fo  long  and  unpleafant  a  converfation  (as  well  as  he) 
I  aiked  him  in  the  name  of  God  what  he  thought  a 
man  could  do  more  ?  Upon  this   in  a  great  rage  he 
anfwered  me,  yes  •,  he  would  tell  me  what  a  man 
might  do  more,  and  what  I  ought  to  do  more  \  which 
was  to  let  the  king  and  all  the  world  know  how  bafe- 
ly  and  unworthily  the   States  had  ufed  him  ;  and  to 
declare  publicly  how  their  minifters  were  a  company 
of  rogues  and  rafcals,  and  not  fit  for  his  majefly  or 
any  other  prince  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  :  and 
this  was  a  part  that  no  body  could  do  fo  well  as  I. 
My  anfwer  was  very  calm,  that  I  was  not  a  man  fit  to 
make  declarations  :  that  whenever  I  did  upon  any  oc- 
cafion, I  mould  fpeak  of  all  men  what  I  thought  of 
them  •,  and  fo  I  mould  do  of  the  States,  and  the  mi- 
nifters I  had  dealt  with  there,  which  was  all  1  could 
fay  of  this  bufinefs.     And  fo  our  converfation  ended. 
Upon  all  thefe  pafiages,  and  fome  others  not  fit  for 
a  letter,  I  have  fixed  my  judgment  of  the  affairs  and 
counfds  at  prefent  ill  defign  or  deliberation  here.     I 
apprehend  weather  coming,  that  1  fhall  have  no  mind 
to  be  abroad  in  •,  and  therefore  refolved  to  get  a  warm 
houfe  over  my  head  as  foon  as  I  could :  and  neither 
apprehend  any  uneafinefs  of  mind  or  fortune  in  the 
private  life  I  propofe  to  myfelf ;  unlefs  fome  public  re- 
volutions mould  draw  both  upon  me,  which  cannot 
touch  me  alone,  and  muft  be  born  like  a  common  cala- 
mity. I  can- 
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I  cannot  find  them  willing  yet  to  end  my  embafly 
in  form,  or  give  me  leave  to  fend  over  for  my  wife, 
and  family  -,  which  I  eafily  apprehend  the  reafon  of, 
and  muft  go  through  as  well  as  I  can  ;  though  my 
expence  at  the  Hague  be  great,  and  my  hopes  little 
here  of  getting  my  pay,  as  I  find  affairs  go  and  difpo- 
fitions  too  in  the  treafury,  where  all  is  difpofed  in  a 
manner  by  Sir  Thomas  Clifford.  In  the  mean  time  I 
have  fent  over  for  my  Spanifh  horfe,  and  intend  to  fend 
a  groom  away  with  him  to  Dublin,  in  hopes  you  will 
be  pleafed  with  him.  I  can  be  fo  with  nothing  more 
than  the  occafions  of  expreffing  always  that  duty  where- 
with I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c: 

To  Monfieur  de  Witt.  Au  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Sheen,  July  25, 
SIR,  1671. 

DY  yours  of  the  14th  inftant, 
■O  I  received  the  marks  you 
Were  pleafed  to  give  me  of 
your  friendfhip  and  memory, 
which  I  value  as  I  ought,  and 
as  coming  from  a  perfon  who 
has  already  acquired  the 
efteem  of  all  the  world,  and 
by  that  the  right  of  doing 
much  honour  to  others  to 
whom  he  gives  any  teftimony 
of  his  own.  I  can  pretend  to 
no  other  part  in  it,  than  what 
your  goodnefs  gives  me,  and 
am  afraid  that  this  may  do  in- 
jury to  your  judgment.  But 
knowing  that  your  opinion  of 
me  is  folely  founded  upon 
vour  knowledge  of  my  good 
intentions,  I  (hall  defend  my- 
felf  no  longer  ;  becaufe  in  this 
age  there  is  fo  little  honour  in 
being  a  good  man,  that  none 
are 


De  Sbeen9  le  25 
Monfieur ',  JuH*  1671. 

7yA  Y  refu  dans  voire  lettre 
du  14,  de  ce  mois  les  mar- 
ques  que  Vous  avez  bien  voidu 
me  donner  de  votre  fouvenir, 
&  de  votre  amitie :  je  les  eftirhe 
ce  quelks  valent,  &  comme  ve- 
nant  d'une  perforate  qui  s'eji 
deja  acquis  Veftime  de  tout  le 
monde,  &  par-la  le  droit  de 
fa  ire  bcaucoup  d'honneur  en 
donnant  des  marques  de  lafienne. 
Je  71  y  fcaurois  pretendre  a"  autre 
part  que  celle  que  votre  genera- 
fitc  712  y  donne,  Is  je  crains  meme 
que  cela  ne  faffe  que/que  tort  a 
voire  jugement.  Mais  facbant 
que  la  bonne  opinion  que  vcus 
temoignez  avoir  de  moy,  rfeft 
fondce  que  fur  la  connoijf.nce  de 
mes  bonnes  intentions  ^  je  neveux 
plus  me  defendre  ;  car.  au  refle, 
dans  unpick  comme  le  noire,  it 
y  a  trop  pcu  de  gbire  a  ctre 
hamme 
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are  fufpe&ed  to  employ  their 
vanity  about  it,  any  more  than 
their  purfuits.  I  mould  quit 
my  refidence  at  the  Hague 
with  much  regret,  if  I  were 
of  your  opinion  in  what  re- 
gards me  ;  for  I  think  I  mould 
be  wholly  ufelefs  there,  and 
find  I  am  better  turned  for 
making  a  good  gardener  than 
an  able  minifter.  However, 
I  fhall  ever  bear  much  refpecl: 
and  efteem  to  thofe  who  are 
well  qualified  for  the  latter; 
and  therefore  cannot  fail  of 
both  for  your  perfon  in  parti- 
cular, any  more  than  of  my 
acknowledgments  for  your  ci- 
vilities to  me  at  the  Hague, 
whereof  I  fhall  ever  preferve 
the  remembrance,  as  well  as 
the  paflion  wherewith  I  am, 
Sir,  your,  &c. 


homme  de  bien,  pour  s'attirer  le 
foupfon  d 'avoir  tourne  fes  veues 
a  ce  cote- Id,  &  borne  fa  vanite 
a  fi  peu  de  chofe.  Je  quitter  oh 
avec  beaucoup  de  regret  lefe- 
jour  de  la  Haye  fifavois  de  moy 
tneme  V opinion  que  vous  voulex, 
que  fen  aye  \  mon  fentiment  eji 
que  j'y  ferois  tout -a  fait  inutile  ; 
&  je  me  fens  beaucoup  plus  pro- 
pre  a  pratiquer  Cart  d'un  bon 
Jardinier,  que  celuy  d'habile 
minijlre.  J7  away  pourtant 
toujours  Yeflime  &  le  refpcSi 
qui  font  dus  a  eux  qui  favent 
bien  ce  dernier ,  &  par -la  je 
croy  dire  aj/ez  clairement,  que 
je  nen  manqueray  jamais  pour 
votre  perfonne  en  particulier. 
Je  fay  de  plus  quelle  reconnoif- 
fance  je  dois  a  toutes  les  civili- 
tez  que  fay  receues  de  vous  pen- 
dant  mon  fejour  a  la  Haye ;  cjf 
mon  cceur  en  con  fewer  a  eternelle- 
ment  le  fouvenir,  ainfi  que  la 
paffion  avec  la  quelle  je  fuis, 
menfieur,  voire,  &c. 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  14,  1671. 

I  A  M  fure  you  will  be  pleafed  with  knowing  that 
my  wife  and  family  are  fafe  arrived  from  Holland, 
after  a  paffage  that  might  very  well  have  met  with  o- 
ther  dangers  befides  thofe  of  wind  and  weather.  I 
could  not  obtain  leave  to  fend  for  them  till  July  tho' 
I  had  for  fome  months  folicited  both  that  and  the 
ending  of  my  embafly :  but  then  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  grant  me  both  that  liberty,  and  alfo  of 
writing  to  the  States  and  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  to  take 
my  leave  of  them,  and  end  my  embafly  as  upon  my 
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own  defire,  and  my  own  private  occafions;  which 
were  indeed  enough  to  engage  me  in  that  purfuit, 
confidering  the  charge  of  maintaining  an  ambaftador's 
family  at  the  Hague  while  my  payments  from  the  Ex- 
chequer went  fo  heavy  and  fo  lame. 

*Tis  true,  I  had  other  reafons  long  about  me,  which 
I  kept  to  myfelf :  for  foon  after  my  coming  over,  my 
wife  writ  me  word,  that  monfieur  Gioe,  the  Danifh 
envoy  there,  had  told  her  in  confidence,  and  out  of 
kindnefs  to  me,  that  monfieur  Pompone,  the  French 
ambaffador  at  the  Hague,  had  acquainted  him,  that 
new  meafures  were  taken  between  our  court  and  that 
of  France  ;  among  which  one  was,  that  I  mould  be 
recalled  and  return  no  more. 

At  the  fame  time  monfieur  de  Witt  had,  upon  the 
delays  of  my  return,  told  my  fecretary  Mr.  Blaithwait, 
that  he  mould  take  my  flay  or  coming  back  for  cer- 
tain figns  of  what  the  king's  intentions  were  towards 
the  preferving  or  changing  the  meafures  he  had  taken 
with  the  States  ;  and  had  defired  him  to  let  the  court 
know  what  he  faid.  This,  I  fuppofe,  made  them 
unwilling  to  make  a  declaration,  by  my  recalling,  of 
what  they  intended  upon  this  occafion,  before  all 
things  necefTary  were  more  fully  agreed,  or  better  con- 
certed. Therefore  they  continued  not  only  my  family 
there  for  fo  many  months,  and  the  talk  of  my  return, 
but  entertained  the  Dutch  minifters  here  with  fuch 
language  as  gained  in  them  an  opinion  of  our  mea- 
fures ftill  continued  firm  upon  the  fame  bottom ;  and 
with  fuch  a  credulity  as  was  enough  to  make  one  doubt 
whether  they  were  willing  to  deceive  their  matters,  or 
to  be  deceived  themfelves. 

In  July  the  Dutch  fleet  was  floating  in  the  channel  % 
to  fhew,  I  fuppofe,  that  they  were  in  condition  to  meet 
any  of  thofe  dangers  they  began  to  fuipeft  from  the 
motions  of  France,  and  from  our  late  conduct.  When 
the  captain  of  the  yatcht  that  was  ordered  to  convey 

my 
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my  wife  over,  took  his  leave  at  court,  he  had  public 
orders  given  him,  if  he  came  in  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
he  fhould  fail  through  them,  and  (hoot  at  thofe  fhips 
which  were  next  him,  till  he  made  them  itrike  fail,  or 
till  they  mot  at  him  again,  and  then  puriue  his  courfe. 
He  parted,  it  feems,  into  Holland  without  feeing  them  ; 
but  as  he  returned  he  met  the  fleet,  and  failing  through 
them,  made  feveral  mot  at  thofe  near  him :  upon 
which  they  feemed  at  lead  not  to  know  what  he  meant, 
and  to  believe  he  might  be  in  fome  diftrefs,  and  the 
Admiral  fent  a  boat  aboard  him  to  enquire.  The  cap- 
tain told  them,  that  he  had  been  fent  to  bring  back 
the  Englifh  ambartadrefs  with  her  family  from  Hol- 
land ;  and  had  orders  to  make  the  Dutch  fleet  ftrike 
wherever  he  met  them  in  the  Channel.  Upon  this 
meflage  by  the  boat,  Vice- Admiral  Van  Ghent  came 
aboard  the  yacht,  upon  a  compliment  to  my  wife, 
which  he  performed  very  handfomely,  and  afterwards 
defired  to  fpeak  with  the  captain,  of  whom  he  enquired 
the  reafon  of  his  mooting  •,  and  receiving  the  fame  an- 
fwer  which  had  been  given  to  the  firft  boat^  he  faid  it 
was  a  point  they  had  received  no  order  in  from  their 
matters,  and  did  not  know  how  that  affair  was  agreed 
between  his  majefty  and  the  States.  But  though  it 
were  fettled,  yet  the  captain  could  not  pretend  the 
fleet  and  Admiral  fhould  ftrike  to  a  yacht,  which  was 
but  a  pleafure-boat,  or  at  leaft  ferved  only  for  paffage, 
and  could  not  pafs  for  one  of  the  king's  men  of  war. 
The  captain  faid  he  had  his  orders,  and  was  bound  to 
follow  them.  After  Van  Ghent  was  gone,  the  captain 
perplexed  enough  came  to  my  wife,  and  defired  to 
know  what  fhe  pleafed  he  mould  do  in  the  cafe  •,  which 
fhe  faw  he  did  not  like  very  well,  and  would  be  glad 
to  get  out  of  by  her  help.  She  told  him,  he  knew  his 
orders  befl,  and  what  he  was  to  do  upon  them  ;  which 
fhe  left  to  him  to  follow  as  he  thought  fit,  without  any 
regard  to  her  or  her  children.  He  purfued  his  courfe, 
Vol.  II.  N  and 
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and  landed  her  fafe ;  after  which  fhe  went  to  court* 
and  was  very  well  received,  and  much  commended 
for  her  part  in  what  had  pafled :  and  at  night  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  was  fent  to  take  her  examination  in 
form  upon  the  whole  matter  of  fad:.  When  I  went 
next  to  the  king's  levee,  he  began  to  fpeak  of  my 
wife's  carriage  at  fea,.  and  to  commend  it  as  much  as 
he  blamed  the  captain's  ;  and  faid,  fhe  had  fhewed 
more  courage  than  he :  and  then  falling  upon  the  Dutch 
infolencey  1  faid,  that  however  matters  went,  it  muft  be 
confened  that  there  was  fome  merit  in  my  family,  fince 
1  had  made  the  alliance  with  Holland,  and  my  wife 
was  like  to  have  the  honour  of  making  the  war.  The 
king  fmiled  as  well  as  I,  who  had  found  this  the  only 
way  to  turn  the  difcourfe  into  good  humour  :  and  fo 
it  ended. 

When  I  went  into  the  king's  clofet,  Ide&redtokifs 
his  hand  upon  the  end  of  my  embaffy  ;  which  he  gave 
me  very  gracioufly,  and  told  me  he  had  all  the  reafon 
that  could  be,  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  fervices.  And 
upon  my  defire  that  he  would  give  me  fome  help  in. 
the  difpatchof  my  payments  due  from  the  Exchequer, 
fince  I  was  refolved  to  afk  him  nothing  eHey  and  had 
been  at  fo  great  expence  to  maintain  my  family  at  the 
Hague  fo  long  without  their  help  •,  he  told  me,  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  to  do 
me  juftice  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  would  give  me  the 
plate  belonging  to  my  embaffy,  which  I  had  frill  in  my 
pofTeflion.  I  gaye  his  majefty  my  humble  thanks } 
and  he  feemed  very  much  pleafed  to  fee  I  took  it  kind- 
ly, and  W2&  fo  eafily  contented. 

And  thus  an  adventure  has  ended  in  fmoke,  which 
had  for  almoft  three  years  made  fo  much  noife  in  the 
world,  reftored  and  preferved  fo  long  the  general  peace, 
and  left  his  majefty  the  arbitrage  of  all  affairs  among 
our  neighbours,  by  the  emperor  and  Spain's  refolutions, 
as  well  as  Sweden  and  Holland's,  to  follow  his  mea- 
fures,for  the  common  fafety  and  peace  of  Chriflendom, 

The 
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The  Dutch  minifters  at  court,  as  ill  nofes  as  they 
have,  began  to  fmell  the  powder  after  the  captain's 
mooting,  and  knew  not  what  countenance  to  fet  upon 
it  here,  and  will  I  doubt  be  more  to  feek  at  their  re- 
turn. AH  people  are  full  of  the  politics  and  expedta^ 
tions  of  what  will  be  next,  which  you  muft  expect  to 
hear  from  Gazettes*  and  no  more  from  me;  who  mail 
not  fo  much  as  enquire,  nor  care  to  know  -,  but  retire  to 
my  corner  at  Sheen,  and  endeavour  to  pafs  the  reft  of 
my  life  as  quietly  and  innocently  as  I  can  ;  and  for  the 
reft,  like  a  private  man,  run  the  fortune  of  my  country. 

I  have  been  long  enough  in  courts  and  public  buft- 
nefs,  to  know  a  great  deal  of  the  world  and  of  myfelf ; 
and  to  find  that  we  are  not  made  for  one  another,  and 
that  neither  of  us  are  like  to  alter  either  our  natures  or 
our  cuftoms :  and  that  in  courfe  and  periods  of  pub- 
lic government,  as  well  as  private  life,  qui/que  fuos  pa* 
timur  manes. 

I  am  fenfible  this  is  too  long  a  trouble  \  but  being  like 
to  be  the  laft  of  this  kind,  1  hope  you  will  forgive  it  a- 
mong  many  others  you  have  been  content  with  from. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fon,  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

To  my  brother  Sir  John  Temple. 

Dear  Brother,  Sheen,  May  23, 1672. 

THO*  I  have  not  much  troubled  my  friends  or  my- 
felf with  letters,  fince  I  left  off  all  public  buli- 
nefs  ;  yet  our  company  here  being  otherwife  engaged 
at  this  time,  I  could  not  defer  the  telling  you  by  this 
poft,  that  my  brother  Harry  is  fafe  arrived  from  France, 
and  talks  of  beginning  another  journey  towards  you  in 
a  little  time.  I  doubt  he  had  not  come  over  fo  foon, 
but  from  the  apprehenfion  of  more  danger  at  fea  up- 
on the  Dutch  war  breaking  out,  which  you  will  at 
length  believe  my  prefages  of  bad  fome  reafbn,  as  I 
will  allow  you  had  none  to  think  them  true  at  that 
diitance  5  fince  neither  the  French  nor  the  Dutch  would 
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believe  we  were  in  earneft,  till  we  fell  upon  the  Smyrna 
fleet.  My  brother  Harry  fays,  no  body  till  then  be- 
lieved it  at  Paris  -,  and  when  1  cold  my  lord  Arling- 
ton what  he  laid,  he  confelTed  the  very  French  court 
would  not  believe  it  till  that  blow  was  flruck  :  and  how 
well  foever  our  meafures  with  them  were  taken,  yet 
they  refolved  we  mould  begin  the  war  ♦,  which  was  an 
honour  we  might  perhaps  have  fpared,  confidering  who 
was  like  to  have  the -profit  of  it. 

For  the  Dutch,  though  they  were  alarmed  at  Sir 
George  Downing's  being  fent  over  upon  the  ending  of 
my  embafTyr  yet  they  thought  it  was  defigned  only  to 
fright  them  into  fome  great  payments,  as  he  had  endea- 
voured to  do  before  the  ftrft  war  began  ;  f<5  that 
they  were  {till  in  hopes,  that  if  our  common  interehV 
and 'treaties  fhculd  not  hold  us,  yet  they  might  at 
Icafb  buy  our  friendmip.  Therefore  the  States  treat- 
ed Sir  George  Downing  with  all  reipecb  and  civility :, 
though  the  common  people  were  hardly  kept  in  order 
upon  their  old  hatred  to  him,  which  was  well  known 
here  before  he  went.-  For  when  the  king  named  him 
for  that  employment,  one  of  the  council  laid,  The  rab- 
ble will  tear  him  in  pieces  •,  upon  which  the  king  fmiledy 
and  faid,  Wel!t  I  will  venture  him.  But  Sir  George  was 
fo  wife  as  not  to  venture  himfelf  too  far ;  which  made 
him  come  away  in  a  fright  without  orders  or  leave:  and 
that  was  all  the  occafion  of  his  being  lent  to  the- Tower 
■upon  his  arrival,  which  difappointed  fome  ends-defign- 
ed  by  his  journey.  I  think  indeed  none  got  much  by 
it  but  I  -,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  put  off  my  houfe 
at  the  Hague  with  a  great  deal  of  my  furniture  to  him 
at  his  going  over.  This  advantage  indeed  was  but 
fmall,  in  comparifon  of  what  I  have  loft  upon  this  oc- 
cafion by  the  flop  of 'the  Exchequer,  which  has  funk 
alFthe  money  I  had  in  Alderman  Rockwell's  hands,  and 
I  doubt,  without  recovery.  This  counfel  was  carried 
fo'fecret,  that  I  do  not  hear  of  any  man  at  court  that 
*  had 
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had  warning  enough  to  call  in  his  money  out  of  any  of 
the  bankers  hands :  till  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  propofed 
the  thing  at  council  without  other  circumftance,  than 
faying,  that  it  was  neceffary,  the  king  muft  have  money 
upon  the  war  with  Holland  4  that  he  knew  no  other 
way  but  this  ->  and  defired  none  would  fpeak  againft  it, 
without  propofing  fome  better  and  eafier  way.  Upon 
this,  nothing  more  was  faid,  and  the  thing  paifed  ;  and 
being  immediately  public,  it  was  too  late  for  any  man 
to  call  in  his  money  •,  which  made  the  lofs  and  com- 
plaint very  general,  as  well  as  particular  to  me.  Yet 
1  pray  God  this  may  prove  the  worn:  confequenceof  the 
prefent  war,  and  the  counfels  that  have  engaged  us  in 
it.  I  doubt  you  will  find  very  ill  ones  in  Ireland  by 
the  lofs  of  all  your  foreign  trade,  that  will  foon  follow. 
But  my  public  thoughts  are  ended,  and  fo  I  leave 
them  to  thole  who  are  engaged  in  them.  If  my  father 
and  you  are  well,  as  your  friends  are  all  here,  it  is 
'enough :  and  I  am  ever  your  more  affectionate  brother. 

To  McnfieurJVickfcri.         Au  Monfieur  Wickfort. 

Lond.  Ocf.  10.  De  Lend,  le  10  Off* 

SIR,                N.  S.1672.  Monfieur,          S.  N.  1672. 

I  F,  by  the  courfe  of  public  Ql  les  conjmffures  &  lesfitua- 

■*   affairs   it  were    permitted  \ff  tlons   des  affaires  publiques 

roe  to  cultivate  any  correfpen-  ma'joient    permis    d'entreienir 

dence  in  the  country  where  quelque  correfpondence  au   pais 

you  are,    it"  fhould,  without  ou  vous  eies,  cent  tie  fans  doute 

doubt,  havebeen yours,  which  une  amitie  comme  la  voire  que 

hath  ever  been  equally  profi-  fytfli  W  fojn  de  cultiver ;  car 

table  and  agreeable   to   me  :  elle  ma  toujour  $ paru  egalevient 

but  we  muft  comply  with  the  utile  &  agreable.     Ilfaut  s'ac- 

times  and  motions  of  our  go-  commoder  au  terns,  CSf  ceder  aux 

vernments,  how  contrary  ib-  mouvemens    qui   entr anient    les 

ever  they  may  be  to  our  own  etais,  quelques  eppefiz  quilsfoi- 

inclinations.   However,  fince  ent  a  nos  defirs  iff  a  nos  vcl.;i- 

•public    edicts   do  not  forbid  fez.     Mais  comme  les  deciara- 

■any  commerce  that  is  only  ufed  tions  des  princes  ne  deffendent^ 

for  withdrawing  effects  in  ei-  pas  ceite  forte  de  commerce  qui 

ther  N  3                 ne 
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ther  country,  I  am  by  that 
means  allowed  to  acquit  my- 
felf  of  the  acknowledgments 
I  owe  you,  for  difpatching  my 
affairs  with  monfieur  Scague, 
and  to  defire  you  will  continue 
to  me  your  good  offices,  if  I 
fhall  need  them,  towards  fi- 
nifhing  the  reft  of  my  ac- 
counts with  my  merchants  at 
Amfterdam. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  thank 
you  for  the  favour  of  your  laft, 
which  has  given  me  a  very 
agreeable  furprize  :  'tis  a  great 
pleafure  to  hear,  that  any  me- 
mory is  left  of  a  perfon  bu- 
ried in  the  privacy  of  a  coun- 
try life,  and  the  idle  amufe- 
ments  of  leifure.  For,  fince 
his  majefty  has  thought  fit  to 
change  the  courfe  of  his  coun- 
fels,  in  the  purfuit  whereof  I 
was  fo  long  and  ft>  fincerely 
engaged,  as  ever  believing 
them  equally  neceffary  to  the 
repofe  of  Chriftendom,  and  to 
the  good  of  both  our  nations  ; 
I  have  had  no  fhare  at  all  in 
public  affairs ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  wholly  funk  in 
my  gardening,  and  the  quiet  of 
a  private  life  ;  which,  I  thank 
God,  agrees  with  me  as  well 
as  the  fplendor  of  the  world, 
and  gives  me  a  great  deal  more 
quiet  and  fatisfa&ion  than  I 
ihould  have  found  by  purfuing 
my  fortunes  in  it,  if  I  had  the 
inclinations  as  often  as  I  have 
had  the  occafions  to  do  fo.  I 
will  not  tell  you,  that  I  have 
A*. 


ria  pour  but  que  de  retirer  les 
effets,  &  defouderfes  comptes  di 
part  &  a"  autre,  si  trieft  permis 
de  m'acquitter  de  ce  que  je  vous 
dois  pour  m  avoir  tire  a" affaire 
avec  monfieur  Scague,  &  de 
vous  fuppller  de  me  continuer 
vos  bens  offices,  en  cas  quails  me 
foient  encore  neceffaires  pour  fi- 
nir  le  refle  de  mes  comptes  avec 
mon  marchand  dy  Amfterdam. 

Je  vous  remercie  en  mime 
tems  de  la  grace  que  vous  m'avez 
fake  par  voire  derniere  lettre% 
qui  mefut  r endue  ily  a  quelque 
tems,  &  qui  me  cauja  une  agr'e- 
ablefurprife ;  je  voy  avecplaifir 
qu'on  fe  fouvient  encore  d*un£ 
perfonne  enfevelie  dans  unfejour 
champetre, .  &  qui  dans  fa  re- 
traite  ne  paroit  plus  fenfible 
qu'aux  douceurs  d'une  vie  oifeve. 
Car  depuis  que  fa  majefte  a 
trouve  bon  de  changer  la  face 
de  fon  confeil,  auquel  fay  ete 
Ji  longtems  &  fi  fencer ement  di' 
voue,  perfuade  que  les  veeux  de 
ce  confeil  eioient  egalement  utiles 
&  au  Men  de  nos  deux  nations , 
&  au  repos  de  la  Chretiente  j 
dequis  ce  tems -la,  dis  je,je  nyay 
pris  aucune  part  aux  affaires 
publiques,  t£  ny ay  fonge  au  con- 
traire  qua  myenf oncer  dans  le 
jardinage,  &  a  gouter  la  dou- 
ceur d'unevieprivee;  qui, graces 
a  Dieu,  me  feed  auffs  bien,  que 
lefafle  des  emplois,  &  tout  Ve- 
c  fat  du  grand  monde,  &f  me  fait 
jouir  dyun  repos  plus  parfait  que 
myen  auroit  pu  procurer  la  plus 
grande  elevation, Ji  avu  d'autres 
defers 
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Succeeded  fo  well  in  my  fmall 
country  defigns,  ay  1  have 
fometimes  done  in  great  ones  : 
but,  if  ever  any  favourable  ac- 
cident (and  this  age  produces 
ftrange  ones  enough)  mould 
bring  you  hither ;  I  would  let 
you  fee  that  our  buildings  are 
not  altogether  without  neat- 
nefs :  at  leaft,  1  would  make 
you  confefs,  that  the  fruits  of 
my  garden  have  another  tafte 
than  thofeof  my  *  clofet,  and 
will  preferve  better  than  thofe 
of  my  embafTies.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  muft  give  place  to  our 
ladies  here,  who  will  not  be 
fatisned  without  afFuring  you 
of  their  fcrvices,  and  of  the 
remembrance  they  wilJ  always 
keep  of  the  civilities  they  have 
received  from  you  and  your 
family.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  nioft  affectionate 
fcrvant. 


*  Obfervations  on  the  Ne- 
therlands, which  M.  Wickfort 
afterwards  tranflated. 


deftrs  que  ceux  que  fay,  favois 
menage  toutes  les  occajions  qui 
m'ont  etc  offertes  pour  arriver 
a  une  grande  fortune,  Je  ne 
vous  di ray  pat  que  fay  aufjibien 
reiijfi  dans  mes  petit*  projets 
champetres,  que  fay  autrefois 
r'eujp  dam  des  dejfeins  plus 
elevez :  mais  ft  jamais  quelque 
conjonclure  impreveue  (car  ce 
fiecle  en  fait  naltre  des  plus  bi- 
zares)  m*etoit  affes  favorable 
pour  vous  conduire  dans  not  re 
Ijle,  je  vous  ferois  voir  que  nos 
batimens  ne  font  pas  tout  a  fait 
fns  agrement ;  ou  du  mains  je 
vous  ferois  avouer,  que  lesfhiits 
de  mon  jar  din  ont  hi  en  un  autre 
gout  que  ceux  de  mon  cabinei^ 
&  ont  la  propriete  de  fe  confer" 
ver  mieux  que  ceux  de  mes  am- 
baffudes.  Je  nroferois  employer 
ce  qui  me  rejle  de  papier ;  £3? 
il  faut  que  je  fonge  a  y  laijfer 
du  vuide  pour  nos  dames,  qui 
ne  me  le  pardomieroient  pas  ft 
elks  n'y  trouvoient  place  pour 
vous  affurer  de  leurs  fervices9 
&  dufouvenir  qu'elles  conferve* 
ront  toujours  de  toutes  les  bontes 
qu'elles  ont  receues  tant  de  vous 
que  de  vhtre  f ami  lie.  Je  fuis< 
monfieur,  voire  ires  bumble  & 
tres  affeclionne  ferviteur9 

W.  Temple. 
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LETTERS 

T   O 
Sir   WILLIAM   TEMPLE. 

From  Mr,  Secretary  Trevor. 

S  I  R,  London,  Od.  8,  1668.  N.S. 

"|T  Have  received  your  congratulation  as  an  effect  of 
your  friendfhip  as  well  as  your  civility.  I  am  wil- 
JL.  ling  to  flatter  myfeif  with  it,  as  a  thing  very 
agreeable  to  my  ambition,  and  the  defires  I  have  always 
had  to  deferve  it.  If  it  were  not  to  afiiime  fornethmg 
of  vanity,  I  would  make  you  the  offer  of  all  the  lervices 
which  my  prefent  or  future  fortunes  mall  make  me 
capable  to  pay  you  ^  and  if  I  could  make  them  as  valu- 
able as  they  are  fincere,  I  durft  recommend  them  to  be 
worthy  your  acceptance.  Sir,  I  know  your  worth  and 
merit  gave  me  many  competitors  to  your  friendfhip ;  but 
in  this  divided  world  I  claim  fome  affinity  to  your  prin- 
ciples, which  gives  fome  Angularity  to  my  pretence. 

Tt  is  hardly  yet  in  my  province  to  enter  into  bufinefs 
with  you  •,  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  tell  you,  that 
I  am  very  glad  you  think  it  neceiTary,  and  have  made 
fome  progrefs  in  fome  new  exped  ient  for  paying  the  Swe- 
difh  iublidies,  and  confirming  that  union  which  muft 
preferve  the  peace  of  Europe.  My  lord  Keeper  and  lord 
Privy  feal  do  a  little  fear  the  confequence  of  an  univer- 
sal guaranty  upon  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  -7  left  in 

the 
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the  extent  of  it,  it  mould  be  conftrued  to  engage  the 
king  to  greater  charge  and  undertakings  than  will 
con  lift  with  the  flate  of  his  affairs.  They  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  were  better  to  pay  thefe  fubfidies  in  three 
parts,  whereof  Spain  will  readily  pay  his  third,  and 
you  know  how  England  can  pay  theirs,  if  Holland  will 
accept  their  part ;  and  then  to  proceed  freely  to  com- 
prehend Spain  in  the  alliance  upon  fuch  terms  of  ad- 
vantage as  are  obvious  in  refpecl:  to  England.  My  lord 
Arlington's  thoughts  upon  this  fubjecl:  are  not  yet 
known  to  me  :  he  is  with  the  king,  and  I  have  o-iven 
him  an  account  of  thefe  difcourfes,  and  in  a  few  days 
I  believe  you  will  hear  from  him.  In  the  mean  time 
I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  this  advance  of  our  me- 
ditations here ;  whereof  you  will  make  what  ufe  you 
mall  think  reafonabie  to  thofe  ends  we  aim  at. 

Sir,  I  am  with  great  efteem  and  fmcerity  your  mod 
faithful  and  humble  fervant.  J.  Trevor. 

From  the  earl  of  Northumberland. 

SIR,  Petworth,  Nov.  16,  1668. 

I  Should  be  very  much  to  blame  if  1  did  not  make  a 
more  than  ordinary  acknowledgment  for  the  laft 
letter  1  received  from  you;  wherein  I  find  more  marks 
of  true  friendfhip  than  are  ufually  met  with  in  this  age ; 
where  truth  is  feldom  fpoken,  and  flattery  is  the  only 
civility.  I  do  very  fully  agree  with  you,  that  none  of 
the  aclions  of  my  life  can  be  of  more  importance  to  me 
than  thofe  at  my  firft  fetting  out,  whereby  I  may  o-ive 
the  world  a  good  or  bad  imprelTion  of  me ;  and  which 
foever  of  the  two  is  at  firft  taken  up,  will  hardly  ever 
be  altered.  If  I  fail  in  this,  I  cannot  but  ccnfefs  my- 
felf  extreme  faulty,  having  lived  fo  many  years  under 
the  examples  and  precepts  of  one  who  made  it  his  whole, 
bufinefs  to  inform  me  of  the  difference  between  good  and 
evil,  and  who  was  fo  we'll  able  to  do  it :  fo  as  befides 

the 
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the  relation,  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I  have  loft  the  belt 
friend  I  had  •,  and  I  hope  to  be  believed  when  1  fay  that 
I  thought  fo. 

I  will  entertain  you  no  longer  on  this  fubjedV. ;  but 
I  have  entertained  myfelf  very  well  with  reading  your 
letter  often :  and  I  allure  you  that  you  cannot  beflow 
your  rriendfhip  on  any  body  that  doth  more  efteem  it, 
and  will  more  gladly  embrace  it  than  your  moll  affec- 
tionate and  faithful  fervant  Northumberland. 


From  the  baron  de  tlfola. 


My  Lord, 
|  F  I  were  not  well  afTuredof 
■^  your  goodnefs,  and  that  you 
know  the  bottom  of  my  heart 
enough  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
time  and  ab fence  can  change 
nothing  of  the  perfect  friend- 
fhip  I  have  vowed  for  your 
excellency;  I  might  appre- 
hend my  long  filence  had  raif- 
ed  in  you  an  ill  opinion  of  it : 
but  I  will  confefs  to  you  freely, 
that  while  I  faw  things  take  a 
quite  contrary  courfe  to  what 
1  wifhed,  I  had  not  the  heart 
to  entertain  a  correfpondence 
wherein  I  could  furnifh  no- 
thing but  words  in  the  air, 
uncertain  hopes,  and  projects 
Without  foundation,  But  now, 
when  things  feem  to  proceed 
by  maxims  more  agreeable  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  time,  I  return  to  my  an- 
cient obligations,  and  begin 
to  awake  out  of  the  profound 
ieep,  wherein  the  languifh- 
ing 


Brujfehy  Dec,  13, 
Monfieur,  1668. 

O/  je  ne  connoijfois  bien  votre 
^  bonte  &  que  vous  favez 
afsez  le  fond  de  mon  cceur  pour 
etre  perfuade  que  le  temps  d3* 
Vabfence  ne  peuvent  rien  alterer 
de  la  parfaite  amitie  que  fay 
voiie  a  V.  E,  fapprebendois  que 
mon  long  filence  ne  luy  en  eutfait 
concevoir  quelque  mauvaife  opi- 
nion: ?nais  je  luy  avoueray 
franchement  que  tant  que  fay 
veu  les  chofes  prendre  un  cours 
tout  contraire  a  celuy  que  je  fou- 
haitois ;  je  nay  pas  eu  le  cceur 
d'entretenir  une  correfpondence 
dans  laquelleje  n'aurois  pu  four-* 
nir  que  des  paroles  en  l'air9  des 
efperances  incertainesy  &?  des 
projcts  fans  fondements,  Apre- 
fent  qu  elles  femblent  sacheminer 
par  des  maximesplus  convenables 
aux  circonjlances  du  terns  pre- 
fenty  je  reviens  a  mes  anciennes 
obligations,  &  commence  a  me 
rc-veiller  comme  du  profondfom- 
meil  ou  la  langueur  de  nos  ope- 
ratienz 
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rations  trtavoit  plonge  ;  izf  tiion 
premier  Join  ejl  de  renouvelkr 
a  V.  E.  me$  anciens  fer vices ; 
&  luy  temoigner  P  extreme  joye 
que  fay  de  Fefpoir  £  avoir  bien- 
tot  Vhonneur  de  Fembrajjer^  & 
verfer  dans  fon  fein  me s  plus  f e'- 
er ettes  pen  sees.  Mais  n'y  trcu- 
verons-nous  point  voire  illujire 
Madame  Temple  ?  Ma  femme* 
qui  vient  abfolument  m'accom- 
pagner,  ne  je  confolera  jamais 
fi  elk  perd  cette  cccafion  de  voir 
une  fi  precieufe  cmie :  &  je  vous 
avoue  que  ce  nous  feroit  une  fen- 
fible  mortification,  ft  nous  ne  la 
rencontrions  pas  aupres  de  vous. 
Cependant  je  prie  tres  humble- 
ment  V.  E.  de  crcire  que  jc  fuis 
abfolwnent  a  elley  &  que  fay 
pris  toute  la  part  que  je  dcvois9 
a  la  gloire  quelle  s'efil  acquifit 
dans  le  monde  par  fes  belles  & 
beureufes  negotiations ;  luyfou- 
haitant  du  fond  du  cceur  tout 
les  avantages  que  vous  devez 
juflement  attendre  d?un  fi  gene- 
reux  Maitre.  Ce  font  ks  v&ux 
tres  ar dents  que  fait  fans  cejje^ 
monfieur^  de  votre  excellence  le 
tres  humble  iff  tres  obeijfant  fer- 
viteury 

De  l'Isola. 


ing  of  our  affairs  had  plunged 
me ;  and  my  firft  care  is  to 
renew  to  your  excellency  my 
ancient  fervices,  and  to  tefti- 
fy  my  extreme  joy  for  the 
hope!  have  of  the  honour  very 
foon  toembrace  you,  and  pour 
into  your  bofom  my  moft  fe- 
cret  thoughts.  But  (hall  we 
not  have  alfo  the  company  of 
your  illuftriou*  lady,  my  la- 
dy Temple  ?  My  wife,  who 
will  needs  bear  me  company, 
will  never  be  comforted,  if  fhe 
muTes  the  occafion  of  feeing 
fo  dear  a  friend :  and  I  con- 
fefs  to  you,  it  would  be  a  fen- 
fible  mortification  if  wefhould 
not  find  her  with  you.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  humbly  defire 
your  excellency  to  believe  that 
I  am  abfolutely  yours,  and 
that  I  have  taken  part  as  I 
ought,  in  the  glory  you  have 
acquired  in  the  world  by  your 
great  and  happy  negotiations, 
wifhing  you,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  all  the  advant- 
ages you  ought  juftly  to  expect 
from  fo  generous  a  mafter. 
Thefe  are  the  moft  ardent 
wi flies  of,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
cellency's moft  humble  and 
moft  obedient  fervant. 


From  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  London,  Jan.  19,  1668-9. 

I  Have  two  of  yours  to  acknowledge  of  the  15th  and 
2 2d,  I  fhould  have  laid  three  ;  for  of  the  former 
date  I  had  two,  one  relating  to  the  public  affair,  the 
other  to  you  and  me  5  to  which  I  will  make  anfwer  at 
the.  bottom  of  this,  I 
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I  am  glad  to  fee  that  at  your  firft  entrance  with 
monfieur  le  baron  d'lfola,  you  had  worried  him  out  of 
the  vifion  he  carried  thither,  to  perfuade  the  State  and 
you  to  a  quadruple  alliance  y  or,  as  they  have  chriftened 
it  in  Spain,  an  ofTenfive  and  defenfive  league  with  us. 
The  teftimony  the  world  hath  juftly  given  him  of  his 
wit,  makes  him  think  it  fufhxient  to  prevail  in  any 
fubject  But  your  laft  mews  him  come  to  fome  rea- 
fon,  and  that  there  are  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
already  in  hand  for  the  fatisfachon  of  the  Swede.  I 
hope  a  few  days  will  make  him  confefs  all.  Before 
this,  I  affure  myfelf  you  have  his  majefty's  inftruclions 
upon  this  fubjecl:  -,  and  the  latisfaction  of  feeing,  that 
you  know  our  mind  before  we  told  it  you,  which  I 
obferved  to  his  majefry  and  his  minifters  much  to  your 
advantage. 

I  have  alfo  this  day,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  fecretary 
Trevor,  communicated  to  fome  of  the  Eaft-Jndia  com- 
pany the  paper  given  you  by  the  States,  upon  their 
affairs,  with  the  amendments  monfieur  de  Witt  hadfent 
to  Amfterdam  to  make  it  more  compleat.  They  feem 
at  firft  view  to  believe  it  comes  up  to  their  defires  in 
fubftance,  but  have  defired  it  to  fee  whether  it  be  right- 
ly worded,  with  a  promife  to  return  it  to  be  fent  you 
again  by  the  next  poll,  if  by  that  time  we  can  agree 
wrhat  form  to  give  it. 

As  to  what  is  faid  before  concerns  us  both,  1  have 
little  to  fay  •,  I  mean  I  am  this  evening  too  much  off 
the  hooks  to  reply  fo  obligingly  to  you  as  you  have 
fpoken  to  me  upon  the  probability  of  my  devolving  my 
correfpondence  with  you  to  Sir  John  Trevor.  I  cannot 
but  tell  you  what  you  know  already,  that  you  are  un- 
der his  diftridt;  and  mufc  therefore  expect  from  him 
all  the  formal  difpatches,  but  {hall  never  be  eafed  of  my 
particular  ones,  tiil  you  give  rne  caufe,  which  I  know 
you  will  never  do,  to  love  you  or  value  you  lefs.  Be- 
fides,  Utrumaue  nojlrum  incredibili  mcdo  confentit  aftrum  : 

and 
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and  I  am  refolved  never  to  leave  you  till  I  have  made 
you  able  to  make  my  own  fortunes ;  for  which  you 
have  credit  enough  already,  if  you  had  alio  place  for 
it :  and  believe  mc  without  flattery,  you  have  enough 
of  the  former  to  deierve  envy,  which  you  rnuft-  learn 
betimes  to  live  with. 

ri  I  have  not  yet  fpoken  with  Mr.  WiUiamfon  concern- 
ing the  correipondence  you  furnifh  him  ;  he  ilrall  him- 
felf  anfwer  tor  it  and  his  omiffions  all  this  while ;  and 
for  myfelf,  believe  it,  there  is  no  man  living  loves  and 
values  you  more,  nor  can  be  with  more  truth,  your  moil 
affectionate  and  moil  humble  fervant      Arlington. 

From  the  lord- keeper  Bridgeman. 

My  Lord,  Effex-Houfe,  Jan.  28.  1668-9, 

IH  A  D  the  favour  of  your  excellency's,  of  the  3 1  it 
inftant,  N.  S.  with' a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Trevor,  and  am  your  debtor  for  a  letter  of  a 
former  date.  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Swedifh  fubfidies  to  be  brought  fo  near  a  good 
conclufion.  Sir  Mark  Ognati  came  to  me  about  the 
fame  time  of  the  receipt  of  yours  ^  and  gave  me  the 
like  affurances,  as  touching  the  concert  they  were  now 
latisfied  with  it;  but  only  for  convenience-fake  propo- 
fed  the  change  of  fix  hundred  horfe  into  foot,  as  appre- 
hending our  Engkfh  horfe  not  fo  well  able  to  endure  the 
hard  forage  in  Planders  as  the  Flemifh  ;  but  our  foot 
they  took  to  be  excellent  good.  I  find  (though  i  would 
not  tell  him  fo)>that  we  fhail  fcarce  agree  here  to  fend 
our  foot  without  horfe  to  accompany  and  fecure  them. 
As  for  the  time  of.  fending  the  forces,  I  believe  (and 
f  ill  told  him)  that  we  mail  infill:  to  have  it  undetermin- 
ed as  to  a  day ;  and  they  mud  reft  upon  the  expref- 
fions,  with  all  the  fpeed  we  can ;  which  is  enough, 
where  the  flipulation  is  Z^i^?  intended  to  be  perform- 
ed ;  and  the  other,  is  not  enough,  without  it.  .Some 
z  two 
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two  days  ago  we  received  intelligence  that  the  kingd? 
France  has  Tubmitted  the  differences  touching  the  Conde 
and  the  other  depend ances  upon  his  eonquefts^  to  the 
determination  of  the  king  of  England  and  crown  of 
Sweden,  fo  it  be  done  within  a  year.  I  hope  we  fhall 
have  peace  abroad  by  this  means  for  a  year  at  leaft  ;  I 
wifh  it  may  be  fo  at  home  ;  and  this  good  news  which 
you  fent  us,  gives  me  more  encouragement  to  believe 
it  will  be  fo,  than  any  I  have  from  hence. 

I  have  fomewhat  a  fore  fit  of  the  gout,  which  ftill  is 
in  my  hand,  and  caufes  me  to  make  ufe  of  my  nephew's 
pen. 

I  am  with  all  faithfulnefs,  my  lord,  your  excellency's 
moll  affectionate  humble  fervant 

Orl.  Bridgeman,  C.  S* 

From  Mr.  fecretary  Trevor. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  March  7,  1668-9, 

IHave  now  herewith  fent  your  excellency  the  ratifi- 
cations for  the  two  inftruments  you  laft  fent  over. 
Your  lordfhip  will  take  notice  that  the  guaranty  was 
ratified  once  before  in  May  laft,  and  left  in  your  hands ; 
I  prefume  that  fmce  this  laft  ratification  is  to  be  the 
fame  guaranty  and  the  concert  together,  you  will  keep 
the  former  in  your  hands  ftill.  I  am  glad  the  laft  fra- 
ction of  20000  rix  dollars  is  paid  alfo,  and  now  the 
whole  matter  eftablifhed. 

I  received  yours  of  the  1  ith  inftant,  N.  S.  and  the 
inclofed  declaration  to  the  elector  of  Mentz,  of  which 
I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  inform  his  majefty, 
and  to  receive  his  commands  and  refolutions.  To  the 
concept  for  Surinam  he  will  return  you  one  of  our  own 
more  full;  but  fuch  as  ftiall  not  differ  much  from  what 
the  States  feem  in  theirs  to  intend,  but  more  explicite, 
and  lefs  fubjecl:  to  evafion.  By  the  next  I  hope  to 
fend  it,  that  this  matter  may  not  be  delayed  on  our 
part.  We 
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We  have  little  news  here.  The  parliament  makes 
hade  to  difpatch  before  Eafter.  In  the  lords  houfe 
there  is  arifen  a  great  procefs  which  fills  mens  heads, 
upon  the  petition  of  my  lord  Roos •,  who  having  been 
by  act  of  parliament  lalt  year  divorced  from  his  wife, 
and  his  children  by  her  declared  illegitimate,  and  un- 
Capable  to  inherit,  doth  now  pray  for  another  act  to 
enable  him  to  marry  another.  On  Thurfday  will  be  the 
great  debate,  in  which  both  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
lords  are  divided  much. 

My  lord,  I  was  very  forry  to  find  your  indifpofition 
by  your  letter  -,  I  heartily  wifh  you  a  quick  recovery, 
and  all  other  advantages,  which  no  man  defires  for  you 
more  truly  than,  your  excellency's  moil  faithful  hum- 
ble fervant,  J.  Trevor. 

From  the  duke  ofOrmond. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  May  17,  1669. 

THinking  as  you  did,  that  your  lady's  return  to 
you  would  be  fooner  than  it  has  proved,  I  refer- 
ved  the  little  or  nothing  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  till  her 
arrival  with  it  might  make  the  diversion  from  the  af- 
fair, you  are  full  of,  more  fuitable. 

I  have  not  miffed  a  day  at  the  committee  where  your 
difpatches  are  confidered,  fince  you  went  from  hence, 
till  yefterday,  that  1  was  kept  in  my  chamber  by  an 
apprehenfion  rather  than  fit  of  the  gout;  and  that 
omiflion  was  well  fupplied  by  avifit  I  received  from  Mr. 
fecretary  Trevor,  who  gave  me  a  relation  of  your  laft 
letters,  and  of  the  unequal  defires  of  fome  of  our  al- 
lies. 

I  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  very  confi- 
dent that  if  you  were  in  a  flation  where  your  ability 
and  induftry  could  be  as  ufeful  to  me  as  yourfriend- 
Ihip  is  real,  I  mould  foon  find  the  effects  of  it :  and  this 
judgment  I  make  not  only  from  the  entire  credit  1  gave 
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to  your  profeffions,  but  from  the  experience  I  daily 
have  of  your  brother  the  folicitor's  care  of  all  my  near- 
eft  concerns -3  which,  next  to  the  king's  continued 
bounty,  will  owe  their  greateil  fecurity  and  difpatch  to 
his  advice  and  affiflances.  My  wife  I  hope  is  now  in 
Ireland,  both  to  think  and  adviie  farther  with  him. 

I  am  with  all  reality,  my  lord,  your  iordihip's  moil 
affectionate  humble  fervant  Ormomd. 


1 


From  my  lord  ambajfador  Montague. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  May  24,  1669. 

Received  the  favour  of  your  lordfhip's  of  May  the 
1 6th.  1  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  bufmefs  fo  long 
depending  is  like  to  come  to  fo  fudden  a  good  conclu- 
fion.  Both  the  Spaniards  and  the  Swedes  are  obliged 
to  your  lordfhip,  for  you  have  proved  a  better  folici- 
tor  for  them  both,  than  either  of  them  could  have 
been  for  themfelves. 

This  court  is  mightily  overjoyed  with  news  that  an 
exprefs  has  brought  in  great  diligence  out -of  Poland, 
almoft  alluring  the  prince  of  Coride's  election  to  that 
crown.  If  it  mould  prove  fo,  the  Swedes  have; done 
no  ill  buftnefs  for  themfelves  in. entering  into  the  triple 
alliance. 

The  fuccours  defigned  for  Candia,  they  fay,  will  cer- 
tainly be  embarked  and  put  to  fea  the  end  of  this 
month. 

This  is  all  you  fhall  be.  troubled  with  at  prefent 
from,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  moil  obedient. hum- 
ble fervant  R.  Montague. 

From  the  conjlable  'of  Caftile. 

BruxelleSj  Feb.  6, 

My  Lord,  Monficur,  1670. 

1  Received  your  excellency's      etf* AY  receu  la  Icttre  de  vttre 

*  letter  of  the  30th  paft,  and     J.     excellence  du   30  du  paffe 

obferved, 
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obferved,  among  other  points, 
that  your  excellency  there  in- 
ftnuates  to  me  not  to  prefs  you 
any  more  upon  the  fpecinca- 
tion  of  time,  nor  any  other 
change  in  the  inftruments,  be- 
caufe  you  had  not  orders  to  do 
it :  in  anfwer  to  which  I  will 
tell  your  excellency,  that  I 
efteem  as  I  ought  the  zeal 
wherewith  you  have  aiTifted  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  guaran- 
ty, and  to  our  advantage; 
afTuring  you,  that  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  it: 
and  having  farther  confidered 
attentively  what  your  excel- 
lency has  reprefented  to  me ; 
and  particularly  of  what  im- 
portance it  was  to  finilri  this 
affair  ;  and  to  manifeft  farther 
the  refpe£tful  deference  I  have 
to  whatever  can  be  agreeable 
to  his  Britannic  majeftyj  I 
have  condefcended  the  more 
willingly  and  readily  to  the 
paymentof  200,000  patacoons 
to  the  minifters  of  Sweden, 
in  the  form  your  excellency 
will  have  learned  more  at  large 
from  Don  Stephen  de  Gamar- 
ra.  Andbefides,  our  refident 
at  London,  Don  Manuel  de 
Fonfeca,  informs  me  by  letters 
of  the  24th  and  30th  of  Janu- 
ary, that  the  lord  Keeper,  my 
lord  Arlington,  and  fecretary 
Trevor,  have  all  three  allured 
him,  that  after  his  Britannic 
majefty  was  informed  parti- 
cularly of  our  reafons,  he  had 
refojved  to  order  you  to  con- 
Vol.  II.  elude 


*?3 

&f  veu  entre  autres  points,  ce 
qu'elle  niy  'uifinue,  de  ne  la  vou- 
loir  fair  e  plus  preffer  fur  lafpe- 
cifUation  du  terns,  ni  aucun  au- 
tre changement  dans  les  infi?  u- 
mens,  puis  qiielle  n  avoit  pas 
les  ordres  de  le  fa  ire.  En  re- 
ponfe  de  quoy  je  diray  a  V.  E. 
que  fejlime  comme  je  dots  le  zele 
aveclequclelle  a  co-cpere  a  la  con- 
clufion de  la  garantie,  &  a  notre 
avantage;  V affeurant  que  je  luy 
en  demeurc  ires  oblige  iff  ires 
reconnoijfant.  Et  ay  ant  en  outre 
confidere  attentivement  tout  ce  que 
V*  E.  ma  reprefente,  &  par- 
ticulierement  Vimportance  qu'il 
y  avoit  d'achever  cette  af- 
faire, iff  pour  manifefter  tant 
plus  la  refpeSfueufe  deference  que 
fay  a  tout  ce  qui  peut  eflre  agre- 
ahle  a  fa  majefie  Britannique  : 
je  fuis  condefcendu  tant  plus  vo- 
lontiers  iff  promptement  a  la  de- 
livrance  des  200,000  pattacons 
aux  mini/ires  de  la  couronne  de 
Suede ;  en  la  forme  que  V.  E, 
Vaura  appris  plus  a  plein  du 
fieur  Don  Eftevan  de  Gamar- 
ra.  Et  d'ailleurs,  com?ne  notre 
Refident  a  la  cour  de  Londres, 
Don  Manuel  de  Fonfeca^  me 
mande  par  let t res  du  24  iff  30 
de  Janvier,  que  le  Garde  Seaux, 
milord  Arlington,  iff  le  fecre- 
taire  'Trevor,  Vont  tons  trois  af- 
feure,  qu'aprh  que  fa  majcjle 
Britannique  avoit  ejie  informee 
en  detail  des  raifons  qui  nous  af- 
fiftent^  elk  avoit  rejolue  de  vous 
ordonner  de  conclurre  le  traite^ 
iff  defpecifier  le  terns  dans  Facie 
O  d.s 
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elude  the  treaty,  and  to  fpe- 
cify  the  time  in  the  act  of  af- 
fiftances,  as  I  had  defired  of 
you  -3  and  that,  in  conformity 
to  this,  orders  mould  be  fent 
you,  by  which  there  was  no 
doubt  at  London,  of  the  en- 
tire conclusion  of  the  guaran- 
ty. After  which  notices,  and 
the  proofs  I  have  pf  your  ex- 
cellency's defire  to  fee  this 
affair  finifhed  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  I  have  caufe  to  hope, 
that  your  excellency,  having 
already  received  the  faid  or- 
ders, will  be  at  no  farther 
pain  to  fpecify  the  faid  term, 
wherein  his  Britannic  maje- 
fty  will  give  us  fupplies  in  the 
fame  form  tha<:  other  confede- 
rate princes  have  granted 
them,  whether  in  the  fame 
acl:,  or  in  an  inftrument  apart, 
as  your-  excellency  offers  in 
your  letter ;  and  I  defire  you 
earneftly  to  do  it,  that  we  may 
acknowledge  the  entire  ac- 
compliihmentof  this  treaty  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  and  to 
the  difpofition  of  your  excel- 
lency, from  whofe  hand  I  frill 
expeci  this  favour,  accompa- 
nied with  that  of  your  com- 
mands to  ferve  you,  as  being 
entirely,  my  lord,  your  excel- 
lency's mofl  humble  and  moft 
afFeclionate  fervant. 


des  affijlances,  comtne  je  Ta- 
vois  dnnande,  &  qiten  cette  con- 
formite  Von  vous  envoyeroit  les 
ordres :  moyennant  quoy  Von 
ne  doutoit  plus  a  Londres  de 
Veniiere  conclufion  de  la  ga- 
rantle.  Enfiuite  defquelles  no- 
tices, Cif  des  preuves  que  fay  du 
defir  de  V.  E.  de  voir  vuider 
cette  affaire  a  noire  Jatisfaclion  ; 
fay  jujet  d'efiperer  que  voire 
excellence  ay  ant  deja  re^eu  lefidits 
ordres,  elle  n'aura  plus  de  peine 
de  fipecifier  ledit  terme^  auquel 
fa  majejle  Britannique  nous 
donnera  le  Jecours,  en  la  meme 
fonne  que  les  autres  potentates 
confederez  Font  accorde,  foil 
dans  le  mime  acle^  ou  dans  un 
injlrument  a  part^  comme  V.  E. 
Voffire  en  fa  leiire  ;  cif  je  Pen 
prie  ires  infianmient  de  le  vou- 
loir  faire,  a  fin  que  nous  don- 
nions  V accomplijfement  tout  e?i- 
tier  de  ce  iraite  a  fa  majejle 
Britannique,  &  a  la  difpofiti- 
on de  V.  E.  de  la  main  de  la- 
quelle  fattens  encore  cette  fia- 
veur,  accompagnee  de  celle  defies 
commandemens  en  Jon  Jervice, 
comme  etant  eniierement^  mon- 
Jieur^  de  voire  excellence  le  ires 
humble  Cif  tres  affeclionne  fiervi-r 
teur, 

CONNETABIE. 
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From  the  count  de  Monterey. 

Monfieur,  Bruxelles,  27  Jnil.  1670, 

LE  S  temoignages  qu'il  a  pi 2  a  v'tre  Excellence  de  me 
donner  de  la  joy e  que  luy  a  caufe  le  choix  que  la  Reyne 
ma  maltreffe  a  fait  de  moy  pour  le  gouvernement  de  ces 
provinces ,  font  fi  evidents,  &  atcompagncs  de  avis  ft  fa- 
lut aires  &  dignes  de  la  prudence  de  V.  E.  que  je  ne  trouve 
pas  de  termes  propres  pour  expliquer  les  fenthnens  d? obliga- 
tion £5?  de  gratitude  qui  nien  demur ent :  fefpere  que  cette 
nouvelle  charge  me  fubminiftrera  les  occafions  frequentes 
de  luy  fair e  voir  plut't  par  les  effets  &  mes  fervicesy  que 
par  des  paroles,  le  d'fir  que  fay  de  cultiver  non  feulement 
la  bonne  ccrrefpondance  &  amitie  avec  V.  E.  mais  aufft 
dy executer  les  bons  confeils  &  inftruclions  quelle  a  eu  agre- 
able  de  me  communiquer  en  fa  lettre  du  2  2  de  ce  mois,  pour 
tant  mieux  addreffer  en  cet  penible  charge  felon  les  fou- 
haits  de  V.  E.  a  qucy  fappliqueray  tons  mes  foins  et  mes 
forces  avec  autant  de  chaleur  &  de  pajfion  quejefris,  mon  - 
Jteur,  de  voire  excellence  le  tres  humble  et  tres  dedieferviteury 

J.  COMPTE  DE  MONTEREY. 

From  Sir  John  Werden. 

My  Lord,  Stockholm,  Sept.  17,  O.  S.  1670. 

ICame  to  this  place  about  eighteen  days  ago,  and 
have  not  in  all  this  time  met  with  any  thing  worthy 
of  your  excellency's  notice;  the  moil  apparent  rea- 
fon  whereof  hath  been  the  abfence  of  this  king  and 
court,  who  have  made  a  kind  of  progrefs  through 
fome  parts  of  this  country,  and  are  expected  here 
again  about  a  fortnight  hence.  ' 

Among  other  things,  I  have  brought  with  me,  and 
delivered,  a  letter  from  the  king  my  matter  to  this 
king;  reciting  one  lately  fent  from  Spain,  v/herein 
that  queen  fignifies  her  aflfent  to  the  arbitration  of 

O  £  England 
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England  and  Sweden-,  but  at  the  fame  time  infinuates 
her  defires  to  have  Holland  admitted  as  a  third  arbitra- 
tor •,  and  offering  to  renew  their  joint  inftances  to  Spain, 
to  induce  that  crown  to  confent  to  the  arbitration,  in 
the  fame  form  as  France  hath  all  along  offered  •,  both 
the  king  my  mailer  and  this  crown  being  perfuaded 
that  France  hath  condefcended  as  far  already  as  is  ne- 
ceiTary  for  the  amicable  compofure  defigned  \  at  leaft, 
that  the  arbitrators  named  by  France  are  as  well  quali- 
fied for  it  as  any  other  can  be. 

Your  excellency  will  oblige  me  much  to  let  me  have 
fuch  notices,  relating  either  to  this  or  any  other  pub- 
lic matter,  as  your  excellency  lhall  judge  proper  for 
me  to  know  :  in  return  whereof,  if  I  am  unable  to 
prefent  your  excellency  with  other  than  relations  of 
the  Tartars  incurfions  and  fuccefs  in  Mulcovy,  of  our 
future  difmal  frofts,  of  witches  out  of  Lapland,  &c. 
it  is  the  fault  of  my  ftation,  and  only  my  misfortune 
that  I  am  like  to  be  fo  ufelefs  a  correspondent ;  being 
Other  ways  very  really,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  moft 
affectionate  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Werden. 

P.  S.  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  what  confequences 
are  drawn  from  the  French  feizure  of  Lorrain,  which 
at  this  diftance  affords  us  much  variety  of  difcourfe. 

Alfo,  whether  the  fubjecl:  of  monfieur  de  Anjeau's 
embaffy  from  France  hither  be  yet  guefled  at,  and 
what  it  is. 

From  monfieur  de  Witt, 


1 


Hague,  Oct.  21,  JlaHaye,  0&.  21, 

My  Lord,  1670.         Monfieur^  1670. 

Received  the  honour  of  both      €^f'>AYre$eu  lesdeux  lettres  que 


your  excellency's  letters  of  J    votre excellence   m'a  fait 

the  23d  and  30th  of  September,  Vhonneur  de  rrfecrire  du  23  & 

ypor*  the  fubjecl;  of  the  Englifh  30  Sept*  file  d'Jngleterre,  -  au 

ftifc  fuM 
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fhip,  which  the  director  of 
the  Weft-India  company  in 
the  ifle  of  Curaca  has  arrefted. 
Meflieurs  Boreel  and  Beunfn- 
ghen  have  wrote  about  itat  the 
fame  time  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral, who  are  very  much  dif- 
pofed  to  give  order  in  this 
matter,  for  all  that  juftice  can 
fuffer  to  be  done,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  king  of  England. 
But  whereas  the  Spanifh  am- 
baflador  has  prefented  them  a 
memorial  upon  the  fame  af- 
fair ;  and  that  it  is,  without 
doubt,  of  importance  for  the 
common  good,  to  have  this 
incident  terminated  by  an 
amicable  concert  between  the 
parties  ;  at  leaft,  becaufe  the 
rules  of  common  juftice  will 
not  allow  that  an  affair  mould 
be  decided  without  hearing 
him  or  them  that  believe 
themfelves  concerned  in  it : 
their  high  mightinefles  have 
given  direction  by  this  ordinary 
to  their  minifters  at  London, 
to  endeavour  bringing  the  af- 
fair to  an  accommodation  be- 
tween the  minifters  of  Great 
Britain  and  monfieur  de  Mo- 
lina the  ambaflador  of  Spain 
at  his  majefty's  court.  I  fend 
you  the  copy  of  the  ambaf- 
fador  Gamarra's  memorial, 
that  you  may  fee  the  Spani- 
ards do  not  agree  to  what 
others  fay  in  their  favour ;  but 
this  will  not  hinder  the  States 
from  doing,  in  confideration 
of  his  majefty,  the  utmoft 
that 
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fujet  de  navire  Anglois,  que  le 
direftcur  qui  eft  de  la  part  de  la 
compagnie  des  hides  occidentals 
dans  I'lJIe  de  Curaca  a  fait  ar- 
reter.  Mejfieurs  Boreel  1$  Van 
Beuninghen  en  ont  ecrit  en  meme 
terns  a  Mefs.  les  Eiats  Generaux, 
qui  fe  trouvent  fort  difposes  aor- 
donner  fur  ce  fujet,  tout  ce  que 
la  jujlice  pourra  fouffrir  ejtre 
fait,  en  la  confideration  du  roy 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  Mais 
comme  monfieur  I 'ambajfacleur 
d'Efpagne  leur  a prefentc  un  me- 
moire  fur  la  meme  affaire,  & 
qu'il  importe  fans  doute  pour  le 
lien  commun  que  Von  termine  at 
incident  par  un  concert  aimable 
entre  les  interefees  \  au  moins  Cif 
que  Vordre  &  les  regies  de  la 
juftice  ne  permettent  pas  qui  Von 
difpoje  dans  une  affaire  fans 
avoir  ouy  celuy  ou  ceux  qui  s'y 
croyent  touches ;  leurs  haules 
puifjances  ordonnent  par  cet  or- 
dinaire a  mejfieurs  leurs  mini- 
fires  qui  font  a  Londres,  de 
tacher  de  porter  V affaire  a  un  ac- 
cofnmodement  aimable  entre  les 
minijtres  du  roy  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  tsf  monfieur  de  Mo- 
lina ambaffadeur  du  roy  ($Ef 
pagne  a  la  cour  de  fa  majefie. 
fe  vous  envoye%  ?nonfieur,  la 
copie  du  me/noire  de  Vambajli  - 
deur  de  Gamarra,  a  fin  que  vous 
y  voyiez  que  les  Efpagnols  ne  de- 
meurent  pas  d 'accord  de  tout  ce 
que  les  autre s  difent  en  leur  fa- 
veur ;  mais  ccla  nempechera 
pas  que  meffuurs  les  etats  en 
fafjent,   en  la  corfuUration  de  fa 


O 


?najcjic, 


198         Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple* 

tout 


that  can  confift  with  jufticc ; 
as  I  in  my  particular  fnall  con- 
tribute all  in  my  power  to  his 
fiitisfaftion,  and  to  whatever 
will  help  to  preferve  the  good 
intelligence  between  his  ma- 
jefty  and  this  State.  To  this 
end  I  could  have  wifhed,  that 
there  had  not  appeared,  on 
either  fide,  any  libels,  verfes, 
medals,  or  other  fuch  difplea- 
fing  things,  and  particularly, 


majefie^  tout  ce  qui  fe  pourrct 
faire  en  toute  Tetendue  de  la 
jujlics,  comme  en  mon  partial- 
Her' je  contribueray  toujour  s.  ce 
qui  f era  de  mon  pouvoir  a  fa  fa- 
tisfaclion^  &  a  ce  qui  pour r a 
fervir  a  maintenir  la  bonne  in- 
telligence entre  elle  &  cet  Etat. 
Pour  cct  effei  je  foutiaiterois 
que  de  part  &  d?  autre  il  neid 
point  paru  des  libelles,  des  versy 
des  medailles,    ou  autres  cbofes 


that  the  accidents  of  the  laft    femblables^    qui   euffent  pit  de- 
war  might  no  more  be  thought    plaire  \  cif  parti 'adier  ement  que 


on,  whereof  the  memory 
fhould  be  for  ever  aboliihed. 
And  I  confers  freely,  that  in 
this  country,  there  is  a  little 
too  much  " 


tain  things  ; 


cence  given  in  cer- 
thougb  after  the 

o 


molt  dilgent  fearch  we  could 
Fiot  find  that  the  libels  com- 
plained of,  were  printed  in 
tn is  province.  Befid.es  you 
know,  there  are  epidemical 
evils  which  are  without  reme- 
eiv,  and  all  that  one  czn  do 
is  to  give  fome  eafe  to  a  dif- 
temper  which  cannot  be  in- 
tirely  cured  :  you,  my  lord, 
and  thofe  who  refemble  you, 
are  above  fuch  trifles,  as  you 
properly  call  them,  and  con- 
sider only  the  true  intentions 
of  the  State,  where  the  king 
{hall  ever  find  all  the  refpec-ic 
he  can  defire. 


For  the  reft,  I  refer  mvfelf 


Von  ne  fan gecit  plus  aux  accidens 
d'une  guerre  dont  la  intmoire 
devroit  eftre  abolie  a  jamais  -3 
&  favoue  voloritiers  qu'en  ce 
pais  Ton  fe  donne  un  pen  trop  ch 
licence  en  des  ceriaines  chcj'es, 
quay  que  pourtant  opus  line  re- 
cherche ires  exaSfe^  Ton  nail 
point  feu  trowver  que  les  I  i  be  lies 
dont  on  fe  plaint  par  de  /r/,  ayent 
e/le  hnprhnes  en  ceite  province, 
Mais  vous  favez  auffi  qiiil  y  a 
des  maux  epidemiques  qui  font 
jans  remede,  &  que  tout  ce  que 
Ton  y  pent  faire ',  cejl  d'adoucir 
le  mal  que  Ton  ne  peut  pas  en- 
tier  ement  guerir.  Vous^  mon- 
fieur,  &f  ceux  qui  vous  reffem- 
blent,  vents  ejles  au-deffus  de  ce 
que  vous  nommez  hen  baga- 
tellcsy  £3'  ne  vous  arretez  qiiaux 
veritables  intentions  de  Tetat  ; 
ou  le  roy  trouvera  toujour 5  tout 
le  refpeEl  &  tous  les  fentimem 
quilpourra  fouhaiter. 

Au  reftey  je  me  remets  a  ce 


to  what  the  faid  deputies   of     que  lefdits  miniflres  de  T Etat 

the  Stats  will  tell  you  upon     item  dironi  de  plus  fur  les?na- 

the.  tieres 
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the  fubje&  of  your  Iaft  letters  : 
and'for  me,  I  ihall  ever  think 
it  an  honour  to  let  the  king 
know,  that  after  the  fervice  I 
owe  my  country,  I  (hall  em- 
ploy myfelf  for  that  of  his 
majefty,  with  all  imaginable 
zeal,  efpecially  if  you  will 
pleafe  to  mix  yours  with  mine, 
fince  it  is  with  an  inclination 
altogether  particular  that  I 
am,  my  !ora\your,  excellency's 
moll:  humble  and  moft  affec- 
tionate fervant. 


tieres  contenues  en  vous  fufdiies 
lettres.  Et  pour  ce  qui  eft  de 
moy,je  tiendray  a  glolre  de  faire 
connoltre  au  roy,  quaeres  le  fer- 
vice que  je  dots  a  ma  patrie% 
je  ni  employer  ay  pour  celuy  de  fa 
majefte  avec  tout  le  zele  ima- 
ginable ;  fur  tout,  quand  vous 
y  voudrez  meter  le  voire  ;  puif- 
que  e'eft  avec  une  inclination 
tout  par ticuliere  quejefuis,  mon- 
ficur,  de  votre  excellence  le  trh 
bumble  &  trh  affeif tonne  fervi- 
teur         Johan.  de  Witt. 


From  the  baron  d  Ifola. 


I 


Hague,  Nov.  T4. 

My  Lord,  1670. 

Am  extreme  glad  to  hear 

by  your  excellency's  let- 
ter, of  your  happy  return 
from  the  country  to  the  court, 
together  with  a  good  account 
of  your  health  j  but  I  confefs 
I  Ibould  have  been  much 
more  pleafed  to  have  learnt 
it  from  your  own  mouth  than 
your  letter.  Your  abfence 
from  this  place  begins  to  be 
tirefome ;  and  every  body  is 
much  concerned  at  the  great 
occafions  that  are  loft  by  it, 
for  advancing  the  public  good. 

The  readinefs  that  the  par- 
liament of  England  hath  fhew  - 
ed  in  giving  confiderable  aids 
to  his  Britannic  majefty,  is  a 
mark  of  their  zeal  and  pru- 
dence ;  and  makes  it  mani- 
feft  enough,  that  they  know 
their  true  intereftj  and  ap- 
prehend 


A  la  Haye,  14  Nov. 
Monfieur,  1670. 

C^'Eft  avec  beaucoup  de  joye 
^J  fay  appris  par  la  lettre  de 
voire  excellence  Jon  heureux  re- 
tour  de  la  campagne  a  la  cour, 
cif  la  par f ait e  /ante  dont  elle 
jouit.  Mais  je  vous  confeffe 
quefaurois  beaucoup  mieux  aime 
les  apprendre  par  fa  propre 
bouche  que  par  fes  lettres  :  fon 
abfence  commence  a  devenir  enuy- 
eufe,  £if  tout  le  monde  eft  difcon- 
certe  beaucoup  de  bonnes  chafes 
qui  fe  pourroient  faire  pour  le 
bien  public. 

La  promptitude  que  le  park- 
ment  a" 'Angleterre  a  temoigne 
pour  donner  des  afjiftances  con- 
fiderables  a  fa  majefle  Br  it  an - 
nique,  eft  une  marque  de  fon 
zele  &  de  fa  prudence,  £sf  fait 
afses  conncitre  qiHil  connoit  fes 
veritable s  inter etsy  &  quilap- 
O  4  prebends 
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prehended,as  they  ought,  the 
progrefs  and   preparations   of 
the  neighbouring  princes.     I 
doubt    not    but    his   majefly* 
will    correfpond    with     their 
good  defires,  by  fuch  flrong 
and   vigorous    refolutions,  as 
the  prefent  time  and  his  own 
intereft  require.     France  ftill 
continues  to   give  out,    that 
England  is  wholly  in  their  in- 
terests, and  that  all  thefe  pre- 
parations are  in  their  favour. 
At  the  fame  time  the  French 
j5ub*iuS  this,   they  endeavour 
to   perfuade  us   that  the  em-  ' 
peror  has  no  good  intentions, 
and  that  they  are  in  a  Ariel 
league  with  him.     But   fince 
their  game  is  to  rule  by  mak- 
ing   divifion,  ours   ought   to 
be  that  of  fupporting  ourfelves 
by  uniting.       I  believe,    the 
intentions  of  your    court  are 
very  fincere,  and  I  can  allure 
you,  that  ours  are  fo  too :  it 
only  remains  that  we  (hould 
rightly    underftand   one  ano- 
ther, and  defpife  all  the  fug- 
geftions  of  thofewho  can  on- 
ly find  their  account   in  our 
difunioh.     I  afTure  you,  that 
your  long  flay  where  )ou  are, 
is  very  hurtful  to  affairs  in  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  to  the  parti- 
cular fervice  of  the  king  your 
mafttr.  I  dare  not  mention  to 
you  all  the  badeffeclsitcaufes : 
and  after  all,  the  French  make 
t>ad    ufe  of  it  towards   year 
court,  to  publifn  fo  confident- 
ly as  they  do,  that  they  are  in 
private 


prehende  comme  il  doit  les  pre* 
grez  &f  Us  preparaiifs  des  pu'if- 
Janccs  voijines.     Je  ne  doute  pas 
que  fa  majejle  ne  correfponde  a 
leurs  bans  defirs,  par  des  fortes 
&  vigoureUjes  refolutions^  telles 
que  le  terns  prefent  &fes  propres 
inter ets  requierent.     La  France 
continue  toujour s  a  publier  que 
I  Angleterre  ejl  d?  accord  avec  elle* 
&    que  tous  ces  preparatifs  fc 
font  en  fa  faveur,     E  lie  pub  lie 
tout  cela  en  mime  terns  quelle 
tache   de    vous    perfuader   que 
Vempereur  ria  point  de  bonnes 
intentions  ;   &  qi/elle  ejl  en  des 
etroites  liaifons  avec  luy.    Mais 
comme  fon  jeu  ejl  de  regner  en 
divifant)  le  notre  doit  ejlre  anf- 
fe  de  nous  foutenir  en  nous  unif- 
fant.      "Je  croy  les  intentions  de 
voire  cour  fort  fmceres,  &  je 
vous  puis  ojfeurer  que  les  notres 
le  font  aufju     II  ne  rejte   qvJa 
nous  bien  entendre^  &  d  mepri- 
Jer  de  part  &  a" autre  toutes  les 
fuggefiions  de  ceux  qui  ne  peu- 
vent  tr ouver   leur   compte    que 
clans  notre  def union.      'Je  vous 
ojfeure  en  verite  que  votre  trop 
long  fej 'ours  au  lieu  tu  vous  eftes, 
ejlfo^i  nuifible  aux  affaires  put" 
liques,  &  au  fervice  particulier 
df    voire   roy.       'Je   nofe  pas 
vous  ecrire  tous  les  mauvaiseffets 
que  cela  caufe,  &  apres  tout, 
les  Franfois   en  ufent  tres  mal 
envers  voire   cour9  de  publier , 
comme  Us  font  tres  effrontement^ 
qu7 Us  font  en  fecrette  intelligence 
avec  elle ;  puifqne  cela  ejl  evi~ , 
dement  faux,  6s  quand  ilferoit 
veritable^ 
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private  intelligence  there,fince  veritable,  ce  ne  feroit  pas  agir 

it  is  a  thing  evidently  falfe;  and  fidellement    de    la    divulguer : 

if  it  were  true,  it  is  a  very  un-  mats  Us  en  ufent  avec  Us  princes 

faithful  part  in  them  to  divulge  commes  Us  font  avec  les  femmes, 

it.Buttheyferveprincesjuftas  de  qui  Us  publient  les  faveurs 

they  do  women,  whofe  favours  refeues  &  non  refeues.    f  evens 

theypubliih, whether theyhave  avow  que  totnte  forte  de  com- 

received  any  or  no.  I  protett  to  merce  avec  eux  eft  danger  eux. 
you,  I  think  all  fort  of  com- 
merce with  them  is  dangerous. 

Pray  believe  me  to  be  more         Croyezje  vous  prie  que  jefuis 

than  any  one  in  the  world,  my  plus  que  perfonne  du  monde,  mon- 

lord,  your  excellency's  moft  fieur,    de    votre    excellence  ires 

humble  and  moft  obedient  fer-  bumble  £ff  tres  obeijfant  ferviteur 
vant.  F.  d'Isola. 

From  Mr.  Blatthwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  10,  N.  S.  1671. 

I  Received  yeflerday  morning  your  excellency's  let- 
ter of  Feb.  19th,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  went  to 
moniieur  de  Witt,  and  imparted  to  him  your  lordfhip's 
commands :  to  which  he  anfwered,  That  he  knew  of 
no  other  paper  that  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  had 
brought  over  with  him,  than  one  meet  wherein  the 
cafe  was  flated  in  Latin  by  the  interefted  perfons.  Be- 
fldes  he  had  hoped  fome  agreement  might  have  been 
made  in  England  with  the  Spanifh  minifters :  but 
fince  it  is  not  fo,  he  promifed  d  d'y  tenir  la  main,  as 
loon  as  moniieur  Van  Beuninghen  comes  from  Amfter- 
dam.  After  which  he  afked  me  when  we  expected 
your  excellency  ?  my  anfwer  was,  That  i  could  not 
yet  affure  him  of  any  certain  time,  but  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  very  fhortly.  He  replied,  e  §>u'on  en 
dmtoit  bien  ici :  qu'il  favoit  que  le  farkment  efioit  fcrt 

zel> 

d  To  give  a  hand  to  it, 
e  That  it  was  doubted  here  very  much  :  that   he  knew,  the  par- 
liament   was    very    zealous  for    the    common  interefls,    but  that  the 
cou>t   was   not   over  much  difp  fed  to  them :  that,  however,  they  hod 
made  one  lafl  effort  in  a  letter   to  his  rnajefy,    wherein  they  offend 
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zele  pour  les  intents  communs,  mats  que  la  emit  nyy  eftoit 
pas  trop  difposee :  que  neantmoins  Us  avoient  fait  un  der- 
nier effort  par  tine  lettre  a  fa  majeft^  ok  Us  offroient  de 
faire  une  alliance  auffi  ttroite  qtton  voudroit.  Que  pour 
Fab  fence  ou  venue  de  voire  excellence^  il  les  prendroit  pour 
une  preuve  infallible  de  la  bonne  ou  mauvaife  volonte  de 
PAngleterre.  And  as  I  was  taking  my  leave,  he  repeated 
the  latl  fentence ;  and  added,  y  faites  luy  mes  baifemains^ 
&?  dites  luy  cela  de  ma  part  ♦,  which  I  promifed  to  do. 

The  truth  is,  my  lord,  this  country  has  of  late 
generally  conceived  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  England's  in- 
tentions, that  they  do  quite  defpair  of  any  fuccour  from 
thence :  which  makes  them  the  readier  to  put  them- 
felves  in  pofture  ,  fo  that  the  confent  of  Zealand  being 
come,  the  committee  council  of  Holland  are  fwearing 
the  new  officers,  and  giving  out  commiffions,  intend- 
ing- the  latter  end  of  this  week  to  deliver  themonev. 

The  States  of  Holland  are  expected  here  to-day,  and 
will  be  compleat  this  week,  notwithflanding  a  general  fail 
and  thankfgiving,  which  will  be  kept  to-morrow  through 
the  feven  provinces,  as  is  ufually  done  every  year. 

Your  excellency  does  without  doubt  know,  that 
captain  O-Bryan  and  Sir  Thomas  Sands  are  here ;  as 
well  as  that  my  lord  OfTory  intends  in  few  days  to  pais 
through  Flanders,  to  Nieuport,  or  Dunkirk,  whither 
the  yachts  are  gone  to  meet  him.  I  am,  my  lord,  your 
excellency's  moft  humble  and  moil  obedient  fervant. 

W .   B  L  A I T  H  W  A  Y  T . 

From  Mr.  Blaiihwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  5,  N.  S.  \6yi. 

¥  T  PON  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of 
\J    tne  I4t^  April,  I  went  to  monfieur  de  Witt  to 

to  make  as  Jlricl  an  alliance  as  could  he  dejired.  ci  hat  for  the  ahfsnce 
or  return  of  your  excellency,  they  took  them  for  an  Infallible  proof  of  toe 
good  or  bad  zvill  of  England. 

y Make  him  my  compliments,   ini'tttl  him  ihhfrw  we- 

1  folic  it 
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Solicit  an  expedition  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Englilh  fhip. 
He  promifed  me  d'y  tenir  la  main,  and  to  further  it  as 
much  as  poffible  -,  but  withal  told  me,  that  it  was  true, 
que  nous  avions  raifon  au  fond^  mais  que  nous  prenions 
P  affaire  fur  un  mauvais  pied.  That  we  have  no  reafon 
in  the  world  to  lay  the  blame  upon  the  Dutch,  and  to 
demand  fatisfaction  for  the  injury  the  Spaniards  have 
done  us.  That  we  could  not  at  all  prove  any  breach 
of  articles  in  what  had  pafTed.  That  in  cafe  (to  ufe 
his  example)  a  man  borrowed  my  fword,  and  with  it 
commits  murder  or  robbery,  I  am  not  in  the  lead  re- 
fponfable  for  his  mifdemeanors,  no  more  than  the 
Dutch  for  what  the  Spaniards  have  done  :  and  if  this 
be  true,  we  have  not  exhibited  any  one  argument  that 
can  hold  good.  But  the  argument  monfieur  de  Witt 
fays  we  ought  wholly  to  infift  upon,  is,  that  Feroni  at 
the  letting  out  his  fhip  made  a  contract  with  the  Ge- 
nouefes  (which  1  have  long  fince  tranfmitted  your  lord- 
fhip)  wherein  it  is  pofitively  faid  that  they  fhould  not 
therein  offend  or  moleft  the  Englifh  nation.  So  that 
now  the  Genouefes  having  fo  evidently  broken  this  con- 
tract, and  withal  bringing  their  prize  into  the  domini- 
ons of  the  States  ;  the  fame  States  may  with  a  great  deal 
of  reafon  oblige  them  to  make  good  the  contracl  they 
have  made  with  one  of  their  fubjects.  And,  juft  as, 
in  cafe  the  man  that  has  committed  robbery  with  the 
fword  I  had  lent  him,  brings  into  my  hands  what  he 
has  ftolen,  I  am  in  juftice  to  render  everything  to  the 
owner.  By  the  fame  reafon  the  States  are  obiip-ed  to 
make  reftitution  of  the  fhip  and  lading  to  the  owners, 
as  taken  contrary  to  promife,  and  by  the  means  of  a 
fhip  belonging  to  one  of  their  fubjects.  For  the  ftate 
of  the  bufinefs  your  excellency  fent  me,  I  eafily  guefT- 
ed  by  monfieur  de  Witt's  difcourfe,  that  he  had  alrea- 
dy feen  it  •,  and  having  been  afterwards  with  monfieur 
Schimelpening  the  chief  commiflioner,  as  monfieur- 
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de  Witt  had  advifed  me,  to  recommend  to  him  the  bit- 
finefs,  and  to  infinuate  this  argument ;  I  found  he  had 
the  fame  paper  already  in  his  hands  in  Latin. 

As  for  the  other  point,  whether  monfieur  Beverning 
has  offered  a  defenfive  or  offenfive  league  with  Spain  •, 
your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  remember,  that  in  the  in- 
telligence of  the  2d  of  April,  it  is  faid,  b  que  cet 
it  at  avcit  toujour s  rejette  um  alliance  defenfive  que  FEf 
pagne  avoit  offert^  &  qiton  avoit  opine  qu'on  la  falloit 
encore  rejetter.  But  the  fame  paper  fays,  that  at  the 
fame  time  it  was  refolved,  that  order  mould  be  given 
to  monfieur  Beverning  to  propofe  a  treaty  for  one  year 
only.  The  States  cannot  yet  have  an  anfwer  whether 
this  treaty  has  been  accepted  of  or  no.  However,  as 
foon  as  I  can  learn  any  thing  farther  in  this  point,  I 
will  not  fail  to  inform  your  lordfhip  of  it. 

Monfieur  Pompone  went  laft  Saturday  for  Dunkirk, 
where  the  French  king  is  by  this  time.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  excellency's  moft  humble  and  mod  obedient  fer- 
vant,  W.  Blaithwayt. 

From  my  lord  Arlington* 

SIR,  Goring-  houfe,  June  28,  1671, 

1  Humbly  thank  you  for  your  cherries,  which  were 
fo  crood,  that  1   grieve  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  that 
could  not  find  me  at  Windfor. 

Having  his  majefly's  approbation  of  your  writing 
to  the  States  to  take  your  leave  of  them  •,  and  he  refufing 
to  fee  your  letter;  it  was  not  at  all  neceffary  you  fhould 
{hew  it  me;  yet  to  comply  with  your  defire,  I  have  read 
and  approved  it.  You  are  beft  judge,  having  lived 
among  them,  whether  the  form  be  good ;  to  the  matter 
1  am  fure  nothing  can  be  objected ;  nor  to  my  profefiion 
of  being  ever  your  mod  faithful  and  humble  fervant, 

Arlington. 

b  That  this  State  has  always  rejefied  a  defenfae  alliance  offered  by 
Spain,,  and  that  it  was  thought  they  muji  jiill  rrjut  it . 

A 
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Denmark, 
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Holland, 

France, 

AND 

Flan  ders, 


with 


Their  Relation  to  'England  in  the  year  167*. 

And  then  given  to  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  upon  the  ending  of  my  em- 
bafly  at  the  Hague. 

TH  E  decay  and  diffolution  of  civil,  as  well 
as  natural  bodies,  proceeding  ufually  from 
outv/ard  blows  and  accidents,  as  well  as  in- 
ward diftempers  or  infirmities,  it  feems  equally  ne- 
ceflary  for  any  government  to  know  and  reflect  upon 
the  conftitutions,  forces,  and  conjunctions  among  their 
neighbouring  ftates,  as  well  as  the  factions,  hu- 
mours, and  intereft  of  their  own   fubjects  -,    for  all 

power 
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power  is  but  comparative  ;  nor  can  any  kingdom  take 
a  juft  meafure  of  its  fafety  by  its  own  riches  or  ftrength 
at  home,  without  cafting  up  at  the  fame  time,  what 
invafions  may  be  feared,  and  what  defences  expected, 
from  enemies  or  allies  abroad. 

It  is  certain,  that  fo  advantageous  a  fituation,  as 
that  of  his  majefty's  dominions  in  thefe  iflands  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  makes  any  foreign  confide- 
ration  lefs  important  to  us,  than  to  any  other  nation  ; 
becaufe  the  numbers  and  native  courage  of  our  men, 
with  the  ftrength  of  our  fhipping,  have  fo  many 
ages  pail  (and  ftill  for  ought  we  yet  know)  made 
us  a  match  for  the  greateft  of  our  neighbours  at  land, 
and  an  over- match  for  the  ftrongeft  of  them  at  fea  ; 
whereas  whoever  hurts  us,  without  our  own  arms, 
muft  be  able  to  matter  us  in  both  thefe  elements :  Yet 
in  regard  there  are  the  names  of  feveral  conquefts  re- 
maining ftill  upon  record  (though  all  of  them  the  mere 
effects  of  our  own  divifions  and  invitations)  when 
trade  is  grown  the  defign  of  ail  nations  in  Europe,  that 
are  poiTeiTed  of  any  maritime  provinces,  as  being  the 
only  unexhaufted  mine,  and  out  of  whofe  treafures 
all  greatnefs  at  fea  naturally  arifes ;  when,  inftead  of  a 
king  of  France  furrounded  and  bearded  by  dukes  of 
Britany  and  Burgundy,  as  well  as  our  own  pofTeflions 
in  Normandy  and  Guienne  •,  inftead  of  a  count  of  Flan- 
ders or  Holland,  who  ferved  for  no  more,  than  like  the 
fmaller  weights  to  make  the  balance  fometimes  a  little 
even  in  the  greater  fcales  of  the  Englifn,  French,  and 
German  powers  •,  we  now  behold  in  France  the  greateft 
land  forces  that  perhaps  have  ever  been  known  under 
the  command  of  any  Chriftian  prince -,  and  in  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces,  the  greateft  numbers  both  of  (hips  and 
mariners  that  were  ever  yet  heard  of  under  any  ftate 
in  the  world  •,  and  which  have  hitherto  been  only  awed 
by  the  ftrength  of  our  oak,  the  art  of  our  fhip-wrights, 
and  chiefly  by  the  invincible  hearts  of  our  feamen  i 

when 
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when  the  profpect  of  thefe  two  powers  brings  us  to 
confider,  that  any  firm  conjunction  of  them,  either 
by  confederacy,  or  the  fubmiflion  of  Holland,  will 
prove  the  nearer!  approach  that  was  ever  made  to  our 
ruin  and  fervitude  :  It  may  perhaps  import  us,  in  this 
calm  we  enjoy,  to  hearken  a  little  more,  than  we  have 
done  of  late, 'to  the  ftorms  that  are  now  rifmg  abroad, 
and  by  the  bed  perfpectives  we  can  find,  to  difcover 
from  what  coaft  they  break,  what  curfe  they  are  like 
to  hold,  how  much  we  can  lie  in  their  danger,  and 
whether  the  fhelter,  expected  from  us  by  our  neigh- 
bours, will  be  only  a  (train  of  generofity  and  huma- 
nity, or  the  beft  provifion  we  can  make  hereafter  for 
our  own  fafety. 

Thofe  countries,  in  whofe  actions  or  interefts  we 
have  at  any  time  concerned  ourfelves,  have  been  the 
Empire,  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the 
Low-countries,  in  the  two  feveral  bodies  ufually  dif- 
tinguiihed  by  the  names  of  Flanders  and  Holland.  For 
with  Poland  we  have  never  gone  further  than  our  good 
wifhes  towards  their  defence  againft  the  Turk :  nor  with 
Italy,  than  our  offices  of  ceremony,  or  interefl  of 
traffic ;  unlefs  fometimes  fome  fhort  negotiation  that 
ferved  the  prefent  turn,  to  flop  the  aipiring  growth 
of  either  the  French  or  Spanim  greatnefs  in  thofe  as 
well  as  nearer  parts. 


THE  foreign  interefts  of  the  Empire  are  the  de- 
fence of  the  eaflern  parts  againft  the  Turk,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  weftern  circles  againft  the 
growth  of  France.  The  domeftic  are  the  limited  con- 
ftitution  of  the  imperial  power,  and  the  balance  of 
the  feveral  free  princes  and  ftates  of  the  Empire 
amonsr  themfelves.  The  two  laft  have  raifed  no  duft 
fmce  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  feems  chiefly  occa- 
sioned by  the  Swede's  coming  in  to  be  a  member  of 
4'  the 
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the  Empire,  upon  the  (hare  then  yielded  to  him  in 
Pomerania  and  Bremen,  Thefe  give  him  an  immedi- 
ate entrance  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  where  the  na- 
tive poverty  of  his  own  country  makes  him  confider- 
ed  as  ftill  upon  the  wing,  and  ready  to  ftoop  at  the 
firft  quarry  he  can  meet  with,  upon  any  divifions  in  the 
empire  ;  fo  as  there  feems  a  general  refolution  not  to 
furnilh  him  with  fuch  occafions.  Their  defence  againft 
the  Turk  will  be  provided  and  purfued  by  common  in- 
clinations and  forces,  unlefs  thofe  princes  of  the  weft- 
ern  circles  mould  at  the  fame  time  be  bufied  in  fome 
nearer  danger  from  France.  But  if  the  grand  vifier 
be  fo  great  a  man  as  he  is  reputed  in  politics,  as  well 
as  arms,  he  will  never  confent,  by  an  invafion  of  Hun- 
gary, to  make  way  for  the  advance  of  the  French  pro- 
grefs  into  the  Empire,  which  a  conqueil  of  the  Low- 
countries  would  make  eafy  and  obvious :  and  fo  great 
acceffions  (with  others  that  would  lie  fair  and  open  in 
the  Spanifn  provinces  upon  the  Mediterranean)  would 
make  France  a  formidable  power  to  the  Turk  himfelf, 
and  greater  than  I  fuppofe  he  defires  to  fee  any  in  Chri- 
itendom.  So  that  it  feems  not  improbable,  that  the 
prefent  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Turk  may 
laft  longer  than  is  generally  calculated  by  the  fears  or 
defires  of  thofe  who  are  mod  concerned  in  it. 

In  the  prefervation  of  the  weftern  circles  (efpecially 
that  of  Burgundy  and  the  Rhine)  againft  the  progrefs 
of  the  French  greatnefs,.  the  difpofitions,  if  not  inter- 
efts  of  the  feveral  members  of  the  Empire  feem  much 
more  divided.  The  Emperor  himfelf  is  firm  in  refolv- 
ing  it,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  to  fear  fo  much  as  the 
power  and  ambition  of  France,  in  regard  of  their  com- 
mon pretentions  to  Spain,  after  the  young  king's  death, 
and  ajealoufy  of  the  Empire  itfelf,  after  a  further  courfe 
of  fuccefs  :  but  he  will  be  faint  in  any  execution  of 
fuch  a  counfel,  unlefs  fpirited  by  the  unanimous  de- 
crees of  a  general  diet  •,   from  his  own  difpofitions, 

which 
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which  are  thought  rather  generous  and  juft,  than  am- 
bitious and  enterprifing ;  from  the  influence  of  the  Je- 
fuits  in  that  court,  who  are  obferved  to  grow  general- 
ly French j  as  they  were  Spanifh  in  the  laft  age ;  from 
the  fear  of  the  Turks,  who  are  ftill  like  a  cloud  that 
hangs  over  his  head ;  and  from  a  jealoufy  of  Sweden's 
joining  abiblutely  with  France,  which  might  fhare  a 
great  part  of  the  Empire  between  them. 

The  elector  of  Saxony  would  fall  intirely  into  the 
interefts  of  the  emperor  in  this  point,  as  a  prince  that 
is  a  true  German,  loves  the  liberty  of  the  Empire,  fore- 
fees  that  if  it  mould  fall  into  the  French  hands  all 
the  princes  would  grow  little  companions  to  what  they 
are,  or  return  to  be  the  feveral  officers  of  his  court* 
as  they  were  in  the  unlimited  greatnefs  of  fome  an- 
cient emperors.  Befides,  his  diftance  from  France* 
though  it  does  not  inftruct  him  to  think  wifer  than 
other  princes,  yet  it  helps  him  to  fpeak  boldlier  what 
he  thinks  upon  thefe  conjunctures. 

The  elector  of  Brandenburgh  and  landgrave  of 
HefTe,  and,  at  lead,  two  of  the  dukes  of  Lunenburgh, 
are,  in  their  difpofitions  and  judgments,  upon  the  fame 
interefts  •,  but  will  be  influenced  and  awed  by  Sweden, 
whofe  ill  talent  will  be  ftill  fufpected  to  Brandenburgh, 
upon  the  differences  in  Pruffia,  and  to  Lunenburgh, 
upon  the  late  difappointment  at  Bremen. 

The  electors  of  Mentz  and  Triers  have  the  fame 
inclinations ;  but,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  France,  ia 
fo  near  and  fo  imperious  a  neighbourhood,  they  will 
take  no  meafures  wherein  they  may  not  fee  their  own 
fafety  provided  for,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Empire  -B 
wherein  no  prince  has  greater  reputation  of  prudence 
and  caution  than  the  bifhop  of  Mentz. 

The  elector  Palatine,  either  upon  remainders  of 
the  ancient  leagues  with  France,  or  quarrels  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  has  been  thought  inclined  to  the 
French  ;  but  as  a  wife  prince  will  be  found  generally 
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in  the  true  interefts  of  the  Empire,  as  far  as  the  feat  of 
his  country  will  give  him  leave,  which,  in  a  war, 
will  be  fo  much  expofed. 

The  elector  of  Bavaria  has  been  efteemed  wholly 
in  the  French  interefts  fmce  the  treaty  of  Munfter;  but, 
by  what  ties  or  motives,  has  not  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  in  regard  of  the  diftance  of  his  country,  and 
fmall  commerce  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Empire. 

The  elector  of  Cologne  is  a  perfon  of  much  natural 
goodnefs  and  candor,  but  of  age  and  infirmities,  and 
whom  devotion  and  chemiftry  have  fhared  between 
them,  and,  in  a  manner,  removed  from  the  affairs  of 
his  (late;  which  have  been  long  and  entirely  devolved 
upon  the  bifhop  of  Strafburghi  a  man  bufy,  and  al- 
ways in  motion  or  intrigue  :  but  for  the  reft,  whether 
upon  future  ambition,  or  prefent  advantages,,  efteemed 
to  be  perfectly  in  the  French  interefts  -,  fo  as  whatever 
ufe  can  be  made  by  France  of  that  elector's  name  or 
country,  may  be  reckoned  upon  as-  wholly  at  the  de- 
votion of  that  crown. 

The  duke  of  Nieuburgh  is,,  in  his  perfon  and  mien„ 
rather  like  an  Italian  than  a  German  •,  and  ftiould  be 
fo  in  his  difpofition,  by  playing  the  game  of  an  Italian 
prince;  in  declaring  no  partialities,  provoking  no  ene- 
mies, and  living  more  retired  than  the  other  princes  of 
his  country  :  having  never  Ihewed  any  ambition  but 
for  the  crown  of  Poland,  which  defign  helped  to  in- 
spire him  with  great  compliance  towards-  all  his  neigh- 
bours, and  other  princes,  who  were  able  to  do  him- 
good  or  ill  offices  in  that  point.  But  the  failing  of  it 
was  thought  to  have  fomething  difobliged  him  from 
France  (upon  whofe  afliftance  he  reckoned)  and  has 
funk  him  in  a  debt  which  he  will  hardly  recover. 

The  biChop  of  Munfter  is  made  only  confiderable  by 
his  fituation,  which  lies,  the  fkteft  of  all  others,  to  in- 
vade Holland  ♦,  and  by  the  difpofitions  of  this  man, 
which  are  unquiet,  and  ambitious  to  raife  a  name  in 
2      *  the 
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the  world  :  an  old  implacable  hatred  to  the  Dutch, 
upon  their  intelligence  with  his  chief  town  of  Munfter  9 
their  ufurpation  (as  he  pretends)  of  Borkloe,  andfome 
other  fmall  places  in  his  country  ;  their  protection  of 
the  countefs  of  Benthem  •,  and  the  hopes  of  fharing 
OveryfTel  or  Friefland,  if  ever  their  fpoils  come  to  be 
divided,  make  him  a  certain  friend  to  what  prince  fo- 
ever  is  enemy  to  them,  and  will  furnifh  him  v/ith  men 
or  money  enough  to  appear  in  the  head  of  an  army 
againd  them. 

The  general  intered  that  the  feveral  princes  of  the 
Empire  have  with  us,  is  grounded  wholly  upon  the 
efteem  of  his  majedy's  power,  and  the  veneration  of 
his  name ;  which  is  fo  great  amongil  them,  that  mod 
of  them  are  refolved,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  af- 
fairs in  Chridendom,  to  underdand  perfectly  his  lan- 
guage, before  they  fpeak  their  own. 


TH  E  government  of  Sweden  is  edeemed  deady 
and  wife,  as  their  people  warlike  and  nume- 
rous.    The  digedion  of  their  counfels  is  made  in  a 
fenate,  confiding  of  forty  counfellors,  who  are  gene- 
rally the  greateft  men  of  the  kingdom,  in  office,  edates, 
or  abilities ,  and  who  have,  mod  of  them,  been  com- 
manders in  the  German  wars,  or  are  fo  in  the  prefent 
militia ;  which  makes  their  counfels  generally  warlike 
and  ambitious,  though  fomething  tempered  by  the  mi- 
nority of  their  king.     This  has  turned  them,  for  fome 
years  fince  their  lad  king's  death,  rather  to  make  ad- 
vantages by  the  name  and  reputation  of  their  allian- 
ces, than  by  the  appearance  of  their  arms.  But  if  their 
king  grows  a  man,  and  of  martial  thoughts,  as  may 
be  prefaged  from  fo  great  a  father,  we  may  fee  great 
actions  and  revolutions  grow  again  out  of  this  north- 
ern climate.  For  the  names  of  Goth  and  Vandal,  and 
their  famous  fuccefies  both  in  Poland  and  Germany  this 
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laft  age,  infpire  them  with  great  thoughts  •,  and  the 
bodies  and  courages  of  their  common  men,  as  well  as 
the  prudence  and  conduct  of  their  great  officers,  feem 
to  have  framed  them  for  great  undertakings.  Befides, 
their  application  of  late  years  to  trade  has  much  in- 
creafed  their  fhipping  and  feamen  (which  they  found 
to  be  their  weak  fide  in  their  laft  attempts.)  All  thefe 
may,  in  time,  make  way  for  their  great  defign,  which 
is,  the  dominion  of.  the  Baltic  fea  by  the  conqueft  of 
Denmark.  This  was,  about  the  year  59,  wrefted  out 
of  their  hands  by  the  Dutch  afiiftances,  and  can  hardly 
efcape  them,  if  ever  that  commonwealth  mould  be 
broken.  And  if  they  arrive  once  at  this  point,  there 
will  grow  a  power  in  that  rough  climate,  which,  both 
at  land  and  fea,  may  equal  mod  others  that  are  now 
in  Chriftendom  -,  by  being  matters  of  fuch  numbers  of 
ftrong  and  valiant  men,  as  well  as  of  all  the  naval 
ftores  that  furnifh  the  world. 

They  have  a  nearer  profpect  upon  the  city  of  Bre- 
men, by  the  addition  whereof  to  the  bifhoprick  ak 
ready  in  their  porTeffion,  they  defign  to  lay  a  great 
foundation,  both  of  trade  and  ftrength,  in  the  nearer 
parts  of  Germany. 

Their  next  intereft  feems  to  be  a  long  knocking 
war  in  the  Empire,  or  the  Low- countries ;  which  will 
make  them  courted  by  all  till  they  think  fit  to  declare, 
and  then  will  bring  them  to  a  mare  in  the  game  :  and 
thofe  often  go  away  with  the  greater!:,  who  bring  in 
leatt  when  the  ftake  begins.  The  neglects  of  France, 
fmce  the  peace  of  Munfter,  and  the  late  courtfhip 
of  Spain,  feem  to  have  left  them  open  for  the  fair- 
eft  offer  from  either  of  thofe  crowns ;  but  rather 
inclined  to  Spain,  which  has  ftill  the  fureft  funds  of 
treafure  (if  they  could  fall  into  good  method  or  di- 
rection) and  to  whom  they  are  more  neceffary  than 
to  France,  which  has  out-grown  almoft  all  meafures 
with  their  neighbours.     They  have  a  pique  to  Hoi- 
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land,  fomething  in  (hew,  but  more  at  heart,  at  ly- 
ing crofs  to  their  three  defigns ;  the  dominion  of  the 
Baltick,  their  acquifition  of  Bremen,  and  a  war  in  the 
upper  or  lower  Germany.  And  they  are  fo  wife  a 
ftate  as  to  be  found  commonly  in  their  intereft-,  which, 
for  thefe  reafons,  is  either  an  abfolute  breaking,  or  a 
great  weakening,  of  that  commonwealth.  Befides, 
they  efteemed  themfelves  at  lead  neglected  by  them 
in  the  late  negotiation  of  the  triple  alliance,  wherein 
they  expected  conftant  fubfidies  in  the  time  of  peace, 
from  Spain  and  Holland,  to  engage  them  in  the  de^ 
fence  of  all  thofe  provinces  againft  the  threatening 
power  of  France. 

An  old  friendfhip  to  our  nation,  and  alliance,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  long  conjunction  of  interefts,  befides 
the  neceflity  of  keeping  well  with  one  of  the  greater!: 
maritime  powers,  will  (as  may  be  conjectured)  per- 
fuade  them  to  follow  his  majefty's  meafures  the  clofeft 
and  furtheft  of  any  ftate  in  Europe.  This  gave  them 
the  firft  defign  of  entering  into  the  triple  alliance,  and 
into  the  commerce  with  Spain  in  the  year  68,  and 
their  refolution  of  keeping  pace  with  his  majefty  in  both 
thefe  points,  as  well  as  the  confequences  of  them, 
which  they  will  do,  unlefs  the  prefent  fcene  mould 
wholly  change,  and  open  new  counfels  and  interefts 
not  yet  thought  of  in  the  world. 


TH  E  kingdom  of  Denmark  feems  lefs  confider- 
able  than  their  neighbour- crown,  from  a  faint- 
er fpirit  which  appears  of  late  in  their  people,  and  in 
their  government  itfelf;  as  well  as  a  great  inequality 
of  number  in  their  forces,  both  at  lea  and  land  :  for 
the  laft  change  of  their  government,  from  elective  to 
hereditary,  has  made  it  feem  hitherto  of  lefs  force  and 
unhtter  for  action  abroad.  As  all  great  changes, 
brought  about  by  force  or  addrefs,  in  an  old  conftku- 
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tion  of  government,  rooted  in  the  hearts  and  cuftoms 
of  the  people,  though  they  may  in  time  prove  an  in- 
creafe  of  ftrength  and  greatnefs  (when  fallen  into  me- 
thod, and  grown  eafy  by  ufe)  yet,  for  many  years,  they 
mud  needs  weaken  it,  by  the  divifions  and  diftracti- 
ons  of  mens  minds,  and  difcontents  of  their  humours, 
and  fo  turn  the  counfels  upon  defigns  within,  defift- 
ing  from  any  without ;  and  advantages  upon  enemies 
mufl  give  way  to  thofe  upon  fubjeets.  So  as  the  break- 
ing down  an  old  frame  of  government,  and  erecting 
a  new,  feems  like  the  cutting  down  an  old  oak  (be- 
caufe  the  fruit  decays,  and  the  branches  grow  thin) 
and  planting  a  young  one  in  the  room.  'Tis  true,  the 
fon  or  grandibn  (if  it  profpersj  may  enjoy  the  fhade  and 
the  made  •,  but  the  planter,  befides  the  pleafure  of 
imagination,  has  no  other  benefit  to  recompenfe  the 
pains  of  fetting  and  digging,  the  care  of  watering  and 
pruning,  the  fears  of  every  florm  and  every  droughty 
and  it  is  well  if  he  efcapes  a  blow  from  the  fall  of  the 
old  tree,  or  its  boughs,  as  they  are  lopped  off. 

The  change  in  Denmark  was  the  fafer,  by  having 
to  deal  with  a  foft  eafy  people,  and  with  nobles  grown 
to  have  fmall  power  or  intereft  among  them,  and  of 
whom  many  were  gained  by  the  crown.  Befides,  that 
nothing  feemed  to  concern  property  in  the  change  of 
fuccefiive  for  elective.  And  the  example  of  all  chrif- 
tian  crowns  (befides  that  of  Poland)  made  way  for  it : 
and  yet  it  is  certain,  that  Denmark  has  continued  ever 
fince  weak  and  unfpirited,  bent  only  upon  fafety,  and 
enjoying  the  revenues  of  the  Sound  (which  are  the 
chief  belonging  to  that  crown.)  So  as  their  great  in- 
tereft is  their  defence  againft  Sweden ;  and  for  the  reft, 
a  general  peace,  by  which  traffic  increafing,  they 
may  come  in  for  a  fhare,  and  fee  their  cuftoms  grow 
in  the  Sound  and  Norway.  They  reckoned  chiefly  up- 
on their  fupport  from  Holland,  till  feeing  them  fall  in- 
to clofer  meafures  with  us  and  Sweden,  upon  the  triple 
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alliance,  they  have  tacked  fome  points  nearer  France  ^ 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  of  the  iinkindnefs  grown  in 
the  laft  Dutch  war  between  us  and  them.  Yet,  they 
ihave  it  at  heart,  that  Holland  has  ever  ufed  them 
infolently,  if  not  fcornfully,  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
their  treaties  and  alliances,  as  well  as  the  differences 
between  them  about  the  payments  of  the  Sound  ;  and 
will  be  ever  ready  and  refolute  in  the  defence  of  Ham- 
borough,  whenever  the  Danes  mall  have  flrene;th  and 
heart  enough  to  attack  ir.-,  which  feems  the  chief  am- 
bition they  have  left  them  abroad. 


TH  E  crown  of  Spain  was  in  ail  Philip  the  fecond^s 
time,  looked  upon  as  both  the  terror  and  defence 
of  Chriftendom  ;  no  monarchy  having  ever  grafped  at 
fo  great  an  empire  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  purfued 
an  open  war  againft  fo  great  a  power  as  the  Turks, 
This  greatnefs  was  grown  up  by  the  union  of  the 
houfe  of  Caftile  and  Arragon,  of  that  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Netherlands,  with  that  of  Naples  and  Sicily-,  by  the 
accefilon  or  conqueft  of  Portugal ;  by  that  of  the  In- 
dies, when  their  mines  bled  frefh,  as  they  did  many 
•years  after  their  firft  opening ;  by  the  number  of  brave 
troops  and  leaders  which  were  raifed  and  made  by  the 
•various  and  continual  wars  of  Charles  V.  but  chiefly 
by  the  uninterrupted  fuccefTion  of  three  great  princes, 
Ferdinand,  Charles,  and  Philip ;  which  can  never  fail  of 
raifing  a  fmall  kingdom  to  a  great,  no  more  than  the 
contrary  of  bringing  down  a  great  one  to  a  fmall. 
But  whoever  meafures  the  crown  of  Spain  now  by  the 
fcale  of  that  age,  may  fancy  a  man  of  fourfcore  by  a 
picture  drawn  of  him  at  thirty :  'Tis  like  a  great  old 
tree,  which  has  loft  its  branches  and  leaves,  et  irtmctk 
nonfrondihis  efficit  umbr-am.  Though  no  man  knows^ 
whether  out  of  this  old  root  a  fucker  may  not  fpring, 
that  with  a  little  flicker  at  firft,  and  good  feafons? 
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may  in  time  prove  a  mighty  tree ;  for  there  feems  ftill 
to  remain  ftrength  and  fap  in  the  root  to  furnifh  a 
fair  growth,   though  not  in  proportion  to  the  firft. 
Thefe  decays  have  been  occafioned  by  fo  long  a  war 
with  Holland  (fupported  by  all  the  neighbours,  who  en- 
vied or  feared  the  greatnefs  of  Spain  •,)  by  the  exhauft- 
ing  in  a  great  degree  of  their  Indian  mines  •,  by  that  of 
their  natives,  to  furnifh  the  Indian  conquefts,  and  fe- 
cure  all  their  provinces  both  in  Italy  and  Flanders  •, 
but  mod  of  all  by  two  fucceflions  (which  we  may  at 
leaft  call)  of  unactive  princes,  and  the  want  of  any  great 
miniflry  to  repair  either  them,  or  the  minority  of  this 
king,  in  which  they  ended.     Unlefs  this  crown  out- 
grow its  prefent  weaknefs  by  fome  great  fpirit  rifing 
up  at  the  head  of  the  monarchy,  who  mail  digeft  their 
counfels,  reform  the  vaft  and  impertinent  profufions 
of  their  treafures  by  fupprefTing  all  unnecefTary  pen^ 
fions  and  expences,  and  reftore  the  vigour  of  their  na- 
tion by  martial  defigns  and  examples  ;  we  may  reckon 
the  interefl  of  Spain  to  lie  wholly  in  the  preservation 
and  defence  of  Flanders  from  France,  of  Sicily  from 
the  Turks,  and  of  their  Indies  from  us.  That  of  Sicily 
feems  more  remote,  becaufe  both  Hungary  and  Poland 
is  a  nearer  game  for  the  Turk,  and  will  not  fo  general- 
ly alarm  or  unite  the  chriftian  princes,  as  the  inva- 
fion  of  Sicily,  wherein  France,  as  well  as  Italy,  is  fo  near 
concerned.  Thejealoufy  of  their  Indies  has  been  much 
nearer  them  fince  cur  pofTeffion  of  Jamaica ;  and  akes 
at  heart  upon  every  fit  which  the  defperate  fallies  of  our 
privateers  there  bring  upon  them.     But  they  hope  to 
make  fair  weather  in   thofe  feas  by  opening  to  us 
fome  advantages  of  trade  there,  and  by  a  conjunction 
of  interefts  in  Europe,  which  they  think  the  greatnefs 
of  France  makes  as  neceflary  to  us  as  to  them. 

Their  quarrel  to  France,  by  a  courfe  of  almoft  con- 
tinual wars  ever  fince  Charles  the  V.'s  time,  by  the  late 
pretenfions  to  Flanders  fet  on  foot  by  France  fince  the 
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death  of  their  laft  king,  and  purfued  by  the  late  in- 
vafion  (which  the  Spaniards  pretend  to  have  been 
againft  all  faith,  as  well  as  right)  feems  to  be  grown 
wholly  incurable,  though  dirTembied  by  the  fenfe  of 
their  own  weaknefs,  which  makes  them  rather  willing 
to  deceive  themielves  with  a  peace  that  they  know 
mud:  fail  them,  than  break  out  into  a  war  they  fear 
muft  ruin  them,  without  the  affiftance  of  their  neigh- 
bours. And  this  they  hope  fome  breach  of  the  peace 
at  Aix  on  the  French  fide,  or  other  accidents,  may  one 
time  or  other  engage  for  them.  And  though,  as  they 
ftand  fingle,  their  prefent  intereft  is  but  bare  defence, 
and  wearing  out  their  king's  minority  without  further 
lofles ;  yet  a  greater  intereft,  and  far  more  at  heart,  is 
a  war  with  France,  in  conjunction  with  the  triple  alli- 
ance, or  at  lead  with  us  and  Holland.  For  though 
the  peace  holds  yet,  while  France  continues  fo  great 
forces  and  defigns  on  foot,  the  prefervation  of  Flan- 
ders will  cofl  Spain  200  m.  pounds  a- year,  befides  the 
revenues  of  the  country.  And  what  is  left  them  in 
thofe  provinces  remains  fo  locked  and  interwoven  with 
the  laft  French  conquefts,  that  upon  the  firft  breach 
of  a  war  it  is  all  endangered  \  and  indeed  cannot  be  any 
ways  fecured,  but  by  a  ftrong  diverfion,  which  may 
employ  the  greateft  part  of  the  French  forces  in  fome 
other  places.  Thefe  regards,  and  that  of  being  hardly 
ufed  (as  they  conceive)  by  us  and  Holland,  in  the  peace 
of  Aix,  which  forced  them  to  quit  fo  much  of  their 
country  to  France,  and  of  their  money  to  Sweden,  have 
raifed  up  a  party  in  their  council,  that  would  make  and 
fecure  the  beft  peace  they  can  with  France,  by  a  cef- 
fion  of  Flanders  to  that  crown,  in  exchange  for  other 
provinces  towards  Spain,  and  of  fome  other  preten- 
fions.  But  this  will  not  be  carried  in  a  minority  of  their 
king ;  at  leaft  without  greater  fears  of  a  fudden  inva- 
sion from  France,  and  greater  defpairs  of  help  from  us. 
Becaufe,  whenever  they  quit  Flanders,  they  muft  be 
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content  to  fhut  themfelves  up  within  their  mountains, 
and  fignify  nothing  more  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Nor 
could  they  perhaps  long  be  fafe  either  in  Spain  or  Italy, 
if  they  were  there  to  fuftain  all  the  forces  of  France, 
without  the  great  diverfion  they  have  always  made  by 
Flanders  •,  out  of  which  whenever  they  are  matters  of 
the  field,  they  march  in  four  or  five  days  up  into  the 
very  ifle  of  France. 

To  compafs  thefe  two  interefts,  either  of  defence,  or 
a  war  in  confederacy,  they  would  fain  engage  Sweden ; 
but  will  endanger  this  aim,  by  the  fear  of  venturing 
their  money  before  the  game  begins.  They  reckon 
themfelves  fure  of  Holland  as  far  as  their  defence,  but 
know,  they  will  never  be  brought  to  begin  a  war  with 
France.  And  the  old  rancours  between  Spaniard  and 
Dutch  are  not  yet  enough  worn  out  of  the  difpofitions 
of  the  people  or  the  governments,  to  make  room  for 
fuch  an  abfolute  turn.  Their  great  hope  is  in  England, 
where  their  inclination  carries  them  as  well  as  their  in- 
tereft.  Befides,  they  think  our  old  as  well  as  frefh 
quarrels  with  France,  and  the  jealoufy  of  their  prefent 
growth,  will  temper  us  for  their  turn  at  one  time  or 
other  -,  fo  that  their  meafures  will  ever  be  fair  with  us, 
but  no  more  towards  preferving  their  peace,  becaufe 
they  think  our  intereft  as  well  as  our  treaties  will  be 
enough  to  engage  us  fo  far,  without  other  motives ; 
though  to  head  a  war  againft  France,  wherein  both 
Sweden  and  Holland  would  (as  they  think)  follow  our 
paces,  there  is  no  advantage  which  the  crown  of  Spain 
could  make  us  in  trade,  nor  money  they  could  fpare 
from  their  own  neceflities  (in  the  ihare  of  the  quarrel) 
which  they  would  not  willingly  furnifn  us,  and  truft 
to  the  events  of  a  war  how  uncertain  foever. 


THE  State  of  Holland,  in  point  both  of  riches 
and  ftrength,  is  the  moft  prodigious  growth  that 
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Jias  been  feen  in  the  world,  if  we  reckon  it  from  their 
peace  with  Spain ;  before  which  time,  though  their 
forces  were  great  both  at  land  and  fea,  yet  they  were 
kept  down  by  too  violent  exerciie  -,  and  that  govern- 
ment could  not  be  faid  to  Hand  upon  its  own  legs, 
leaning  always  on  their  neighbours,  who  were  willing 
to  fupport  them  againft  Spain,  and  fearing  nothing  from 
a  State  fo  narrow  in  compals  of  land,  and  fo  weak  in 
native  fubjects,  that  the  ftrength  of  their  armies  has 
ever  been  made  up  of  foreign  troops.  But  fince  that 
time,  what  with  the  benefit  of  their  fituation,  and  or- 
ders of  their  government,  the  conduct  of  their  mini- 
flers  (driving  on  fteady  and  public  intereft)  tke  art,  in- 
duftry,  and  parfimony  of  their  people,  all  confpiring 
to  derive  almoft  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  into  their 
circle  (while  their  neighbours  were  taken  up  either  in 
civil  or  foreign  wars)  they  have  grown  fo  confiderable  in 
the  world,  that  for  many  years  they  have  treated  upon 
an  equal  foot  with  all  the  great  princes  of  Europe,  and 
concluded  no  negotiation  without  advantage :  and,  in 
the  lad  war  with  us  and  Munfter,  were  able  at  the  fame 
time  to  bring  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  to  fea,  and 
maintain  threefcore  and  ten  thcufand  men  at  land. 
Befides,  the  eftablilhment  or  conquefts  of  their  com- 
panies in  the  Eaft- Indies  have  in  a  manner  erected  an* 
other  fubordinate  commonwealth  in  thofe  parts ;  where 
upon  occafion  they  have  armed  five  and  forty  men  of 
war,  and  thirty  thoufand  land-men,  by  the  modefteft 
computations.  Yet  the  frame  of  this  State  (as  of 
moft  great  machines  made  for  reft  and  not  for  motion) 
is  abfolutely  incapable  of  making  any  confiderable  en- 
largements or  conquefts  upon  their  neighbours :  which 
is  evident  to  all  that  know  their  conftitutions ;  but 
needs  no  other  argument  befides  their  want  of  native 
fubjecls  to  manage  any  fuch  attempts  -,  what  men  they 
can  fpare  being  drawn  fo  wholly  into  their  trade,  and 
their  Haft-Indies,  that  they  cannot  fo  much  as  furnifh 
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a  colony  for  Surinam,  proportioned  to  the  fafety  and 
plantation  of  that  place :  and  no  nation  ever  made  and 
held  aconqueft  by  mercenary  arms.  So  that  the  wounds 
and  fears  they  can  give  their  neighbours,  confift  in 
point  of  trade  ;  in  injuries  of  infoiences  at  fea  •,  in  fal- 
ling with  great  weight  into  a  balance  with  other  prin- 
ces ;  in  protecting  their  rebels  or  fugitives  •,  and  in 
an  arrogant  way  of  treating  with  other  princes  and 
ftates,  a  quality  natural  to  men  bred  in  popular  go- 
vernments, and  derived  of  late  years  from  the  great 
fuccefles  of  theirs  under  the  prefent  miniftry. 

It  may  be  iaid  (I  believe)  for  a  maxim,  that  no  wife 
ftate  will  ever  begin  a  war,  unlefs  it  be  upon  defigns 
of  conqueils,  or  neceflity  of  defence ;  for  all  other 
wars  ferve  only  to  exhauft  forces  and  treafure,  and  end 
in  untoward  peaces,  patched  up  out  of  weaknefs  or 
wearinefs  of  the  parties  :  therefore  the  Hollanders,  un- 
lefs invaded  either  at  home  or  in  Flanders  (which  they 
efteem  now  the  fame  cafe,  if  it  comes  from  France) 
can  have  no  intereft  to  offer  at  a  war,  but  find  their 
greateft  in  continuing  their  courfe  of  traffic  uninter- 
rupted, and  enjoying  the  advantages  which,  in  that 
point,  their  induftry  and  addrefs  will  gain  them  from 
all  their  neighbours.  And  for  thefe  ends  they  will  en- 
deavour to  preferve  the  peace  now  in  being,  and  ban- 
dy by  leagues  and  negotiations  againft  any  from  whom 
they  fhall  fear  a  breach  of  it. 

They  will  ever  feek  to  preferve  themfelves  by  an  al- 
liance with  England  againft  France,  and  by  that  of 
France  againft  England,  as  they  did  formerly  by  both 
againft  Spain.  And  they  will  fall  into  all  conjunctures 
which  may  ferve  to  balance  in  fome  meafure  the  two 
leifer  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  well  as  the 
greater  of  France  and  Spain.  But,  becaufe  they  be- 
lieve that  good  arms  are  as  neceffary  to  keep  peace  as 
to  make  war,  they  will  always  be  great  in  their  prepa- 
rations of  that  kind,  efpecially  at  fea  -,  by  which  they 
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may,  in  all  cafes,  advance  or  fecure  their  trade,  and 
upon  a  war  with  France  make  up  that  way  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  land-forces,  which  a  long  ruft  of  peace, 
and  a  fwarm  of  officers,  preferred  by  the  magiftrates 
in  favour  of  their  relations,  has  brought  to  be  very  dif- 
proportioned  in  force  to  what  they  are  in  number. 
They  efteem  themfelves  fecure  from  Spain  and  their 
German  neighbours  (upon  what  has  been  faid  of  the 
prefent  condition  of  thofe  princes)  and  from  us,  not 
fo  much  upon  our  late  treaties  with  them,  as  upon 
what  they  take  to  be  the  common  intereft,  which  they 
think  a  nation  can  never  run  over,  and  believe  is  the 
oppofmg  any  further  progrefs  of  the  French  greatnefs. 
Their  only  danger,  they  apprehend,  is  from  France, 
and  that  not  immediately  to  themfelves,  but  to 
Flanders,  where  any  flame  would  foon  fcorch  them, 
and  confume  them,  if  not  quenched  in  time.  But  in  re- 
gard of  the  weaknefs  of  Spain,  the  flow  motions  of  the 
Empire,  the  different  paces  among  the  princes  of  it, 
and  the  diflance  of  Sweden  ;  they  efteem  the  peace  of 
Chriftendom  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  majefty,  as 
well  as  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  in  cafe  of  a  war.  For  they 
think  France  will  be  dared,  and  never  take  wing,  while 
they  fee  fuch  a  naval  power  as  ours  and  the  Dutch  ho- 
vering about  all  their  coafts ;  and  fo  many  other  prin- 
ces ready  to  fall  in,  whenever  his  majefty  declares, 
united  by  the  fame  jealoufies  or  dangers.  And,  if  they 
fhould  open  a  war,  they  forefee  the  confumption  which 
France  muft  fall  into  by  the  ftop  of  their  wine,  falts, 
and  other  commodities  (now  in  a  manner  wholly  taken 
off  by  our  two  nations)  and  the  head  that  maybe 
made  againft  their  forces  in  the  field  itfelf,  by  a  body 
of  Englifh  infantry  (fo  much  renowned  abroad.)  So 
as  though  their  firft  intereft  be  to  continue  the  peace, 
while  it  may  be  done  with  any  fafety ;  yet,  when  that 
fails,  their  next  is  to  open  a  war  in  favour  of  Spain, 
and  conjunction  with  us :  and  the  greateft  they  have  in 
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the  world,  is  to  preferve  and  increafe  their  alliance 
with  us ;  which  will  make  them  follow  our  meafures 
abfolutely  in  all  the  prefent  conjunctures. 


TH  E  crown  of  France,  confidered  in  the  extent 
of  country,  in  the  number  of  people,  in  the 
riches  of  commodities,  in  the  revenues  of  the  king, 
the  greatnefs  of  the  land-forces  now  on  foot,  and  the 
growth  of  thofe  at  fea  (within  thefe  two  years  pail) 
the  number  and  bravery  of  their  officers,  the  conduct 
of  their  minifters,  and  chiefly  in  the  genius  of  their 
prefent  king;  a  prince  of  great  afpiring  thoughts, 
unwearied  application  to  whatever  is  in  purfuit,  fevere 
in  the  inftitution  and  prefervation  of  order  and  difci- 
pline  •,  in  the  main  a  manager  of  his  treafure,  and  yet 
bountiful  from  his  own  motions  where-ever  he  in- 
tends the  marks  of  favour,  and  difcerns  particular 
merit;  to  this,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  at  the  head 
of  all  his  armies,  and  hitherto  unfoiled  in  any  of  his  at- 
tempts either  at  home  or  abroad :  I  fay,  confidered  in 
all  thefe  circumftances,  France  may  appear  to  be  de- 
flgned  for  greater  atchievem en ts  and  empires,  than  have 
been  feen  in  Chriftendom  fince  that  of  Charlemaign. 

The  prefent  greatnefs  of  the  crown  may  be  chiefly 
derived  from  the  fortune  it  has  had  of  two  great  minif- 
ters (Richelieu  and  Mazarine)  fucceeding  one  another, 
between  two  great  kings,  Henry  IV.  and  this  prefent 
prince ;  fo  as  during  the  courfe  of  one  unaclive  life, 
and  of  a  long  minority,  that  crown  gained  a  great 
deal  of  ground  both  at  home  and  abroad,  inftead  of 
lofmg  it,  which  is  the  common  fate  of  kingdoms  up- 
on thofe  occafions. 

The  latter  greatnefs  of  this  crown  began  in  the  time 
of  Lewis  XL  by  the  fpoils  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy, 
and  the  divifions  of  the  princes,  which  gave  that 
king  the  heart  of  attempting  to  bring  the  government 
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(as  he  called  it)  hors  de  page ;  being  before  cpntrouled 
by  their  princes,  and  retrained  by  their  ftates  ;  and,  in 
point  of  revenue^  kept  within  the  bounds  of  the  king's 
demefnes,  and  the  fubjects  voluntary  contributions. 

'Tis  not  here  neceffary  to  obferve,  by  what  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  to  the  crown,  this  defign  of  Lewis 
was  purfued  by  many  fucceeding  kings,  like  a  great 
flone  forced  up  a  hill,  and,  upon  every  flacking  of  ei- 
ther ftrength  or  care,  rolling  a  great  way  back,  often 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  fometimes  with 
the  deftruction  of  thofe  that  forced  it  on,  till  the  time 
of  Cardinal  Richelieu.  It  was  in  this  great  minifter 
mod  to  be  admired,  that  finding  the  regency  fhaken 
by  the  factions  of  fo  many  great  ones  within,  and 
awed  by  the  terror  of  the  Spanifh  greatnefs  without* 
he  durft  refolve  to  look  them  both  in  the  face,  and  be- 
gin a  war,  by  the  courfe  of  which  for  fo  many  years 
(being  purfued  by  Mazarine  rill  the  year  60,)  the  crown 
of  France  grew  to  be  powerfully  armed  ;  the  peafants 
were  accuftomed  to  payments  (which  could  have  feem- 
ed  neceffary  only  by  a  war,  and  which  none  but  a  fuc- 
cesful  one  could  have  helped  to  digeft)  and  grew 
heartlefs  as  they  grew  poor.  The  princes  were  fome- 
times fatisfied  with  commands  of  the  army,  fometimes 
mortified  and  fuppreffed  by  the  abfolutenefs  or  ad- 
dreflfes  of  the  miniftry  :  the  mod  boiling  blood  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  was  let  out  in  fo  long  a  war,  or 
wafted  with  age  and  exercife :  at  laft  it  ended  at  the 
Pyrenees  in  a  peace,  and  a  match  fo  advantageous  to 
France,  as  the  reputation  of  them  contributed  much 
to  the  authority  of  the  young  king,  who  was  bred 
up  in  the  counfels,  and  ferved  by  the  tried  inftruments 
of  the  former  miniftry  •,  but  mod  of  all  advantaged 
by  his  own  perfonal  qualities,  fit  to  make  him  obeyed, 
grew  abfolute  mafter  of  the  factions  of  the  great  men* 
as  well  as  the  purfes  of  his  people.  In  the  beginning 
of  his  minority,  the  two  difputes  of  the  pope  about 
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the  outrage  of  the  Corfi,  and  with  the  king  of  Spain* 
about  the  encounter  at  London,  between  the  count 
D'Eftrades  and  the  baron  de  Banteville  (ambafTadors 
from  thofe  crowns)  both  carried  fo  high,  and  both 
ended  fo  honourably,  and  to  the  very  will  of  France, 
were  enough  to  give  a  young  prince  the  humour  and 
appetite  of  trying  yet  further  what  there  was  could  op- 
pole  him.  The  invafion  and  eafy  fuccefs  in  Flanders 
fed  his  glory,  and  increafed  the  reputation  of  his  pow- 
er, till  this  career  was  interrupted  by  the  peace  at  firft* 
then  the  alliances  between  us  and  Holland,  and  after- 
wards the  peace  at  Aix,  and  the  triple  alliance  con- 
tracted purpofely  to  fecure  it  •,  fince  which  time  the 
counfels  of  that  court  have  turned  wholly  from  acti- 
on to  negotiation  *,  of  which  no  man  can  yet  fee  the 
fuccefs,  nor  judge  whether  it  may  not  be  more  profpe- 
rous  to  them,  than  that  of  their  arms. 

If  there  were  any  certain  height  where  the  flights  of 
power  and  ambition  ufed  to  end,  one  might  imagine, 
that  the  intereft  of  France  were  but  to  conlerve  its  pre- 
fent  greatnefs,  fo  feared  by  its  neighbours,  and  fo 
glorious  in  the  world  :  but  befides  that  the  motions 
and  defires  of  human  minds  are  endlefs,  it  may  per- 
haps be  neceffary  for  France  (from  refpecls  within)  to 
have  fome  war  or  other  in  purfuit  abroad,  which  may 
amufe  the  nation,  and  keep  them  from  reflecting  up- 
on their  condition  at  home,  hard  and  uneafy  to  all  but 
iuch  as  are  in  charge,  or  in  pay  from  the  court.  I 
do  not  fay  miferable  (the  term  ufually  given  it)  becaufe 
no  condition  is  fo,  but  to  him  that  efteems  it  fo  ;  and 
if  a  paifan  of  France  thinks  of  no  more  than  his  coarie. 
bread  and  his  onions,  his  canvas  cloaths  and  wooden 
fhoes ;  labours  contentedly  on  working-days,  and 
dances  or  plays  merrily  on  holy-days  ;  he  may,  for 
ought  I  know,  live  as  well  as  a  boor  of  Holland,  who 
is  either  weary  of  his  very  eafe,  or  vvhofe  cares  of  grow- 
ing ftill  richer  and  richer  wafle  his  life  in  toils  at  land, 
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or  dangers  at  fea ;  and  perhaps  fool  him  fo  far,  as  to 
make  him  enjoy  lefs  of  all  kind  in  his  riches,  than 
the  other  in  his  poverty. 

But  to  leave  (trains  of  philofophy,  which  are  ill 
mingled  with  difcourfes  of  intereft:  the  common  people 
of  France  are  as  little  confiderable  in  the  government, 
as  the  children  ;  fo  that  the  nobles  and  the  foldiers 
may  in  a  manner  be  efteemed  the  nation  ;  whole  in- 
tereft and  hopes  carry  them  all  to  war :  and  whatever 
is  the  general  humour  and  bent  of  a  nation  ought 
ever  to  be  much  confidered  by  a  ftate,  which  can  hard- 
ly mifcarry  in  the  purfuit  of  it.  Befides,  the  perfonal 
difpofitions  of  the  king,  active  and  afpiring,  and  ma- 
ny circum dances  in  the  government  (fitter  for  perfons 
of  that  court,  than  ftrangers  to  pretend  the  know- 
ledge of  0  the  continual  increafe  of  their  forces  in  time 
of  peace,  and  their  frefh  invafion  of  Lorrain,  are 
enough  to  perfuade  moft  men,  that  the  defign  of  ttys 
crown  is  a  war,  whenever  they  can  open  it  with  a 
profpect  of  fucceeding  to  purpofe  •,  for  their  counfels 
are  too  wife  to  venture  much  upon  the  hopes  of  little 
gains.  What  the  aims  of  France  are  in  this  kind,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  judge  by  common  fears  or  the 
fchemes  of  men  too  ingenioufly  politic  ;  nor  perhaps 
can  any  one  tell  any  more  than  a  man  that  leaps  into 
the  water  in  ftrength  and  vigour,  and  with  pleafure, 
can  fay  how  far  he  will  fwim  •,  which  will  be,  till  he 
is  flopped  by  currents  or  accidents,  or  grows  weary, 
or  has  a  mind  to  do  fomething  elfe.  One  may  judge, 
that,  if  France  will  begin  a  war^  it  would  be  natural- 
ly upon  Flanders,  unlefs  difcouraged  by  the  fame  alli- 
ances which  prevailed  with  them  to  end  the  laft ;  fo 
as  the  plain  prefent  intereft  of  France  is  one  way  or 
other  to  break  the  confidence  or  the  force  of  that  triple 
alliance,  which  alone  feems  to  bound  their  prefpeel:, 
which  way  foever  they  look  :  and,  if  once  laid  open, 
they  have  the  world  and  their  fortunes  before  them  ; 
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which  is  enough  for  a  crown  that  has  fo  much  force* 
and  fo  much  conduct  to  manage  them.  Having  little 
hopes  of  breaking  this  on  the  Dutch  fide,  and  know- 
ing the  Swede  will  follow  our  meafures  in  it,  we  may 
be  fure  of  all  addrefs,  and  all  the  courtfhip  that  can 
any  way  be  infufed :  and  in  fhort,  all  forts  of  en- 
deavours and  applications  that  can  be  ufed,  to  break 
in  on  ours.  Which  feems  to  be  the  prefent  game  of 
that  crown,  and  that  they  will  begin  no  other  till  they 
fee  an  end  of  this. 


F  Landers  cannot  be  confidered  diftincl:  from  Spain 
in  the  government,  but  may  in  the  inclinations  of 
the  people,  which  muft  ever  have  a  great  influence 
upon  it.  They  are  the  befl  fubjecls  in  the  world,  but 
may  have  fome  reafon  to  be  weary  of  being  the  theatre 
of  almofl  perpetual  wars ;  and  where  thofe  two  mighty 
crowns  have  fought  fo  many  battles,  and  feem  to 
have  ftill  fo  many  more  to  fight,  if  the  neighbour- 
afilftances  fall  in  to  balance  their  powers,  now  fo  un- 
equally matched.  Therefore  the  intereft  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  thofe  Spanifh  provinces  feems  to  be,  either 
that  the  prefent  peace  fhould  be  kept  inviolate  by  the 
ftrength  and  reputation  of  the  prefent  alliances  •,  or 
elfe,  that  a  war,  when  it  opens,  fhould  have  a  fudden 
ifilie,  which  might  be  expected,  either  from  the  French 
conqueft,  or  a  propofition  of  exchange.  They  are 
naturally  averfe  from  the  French  government,  as 
rhey  are  inclined  to  the  Spanifh ;  but  have  fo  little 
kindnefs  for  the  Hollanders,  or  efteem  of  their  land- 
forces,  that  they  hardly  either  hope  or  care  to  be  fav- 
ed  by  their  affiftances.  So  as  the  reputation  of  his 
majefly's  protection  and  alliance  is  all  that  can  infpire 
them  with  the.  hopes  of  a  lading  peace,  or  the  cou- 
rage to  defend  themfelves  by  a  war, 
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FROM  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  feveral  interefts, 
and  forces,  and  difpofitions  that  compofe  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  all  our  neighbours,  it  may  be  naturally  and 
unquestionably  concluded,  that  a  continuance  of  the 
preient  meafures,  the  opening  of  new  ones5  or  an  ab- 
solute revolution  of  all,  depends  wholly  upon  thofe 
his  majeity  fhall  take  or  purfue  in  this  great  conjunc- 
ture, wherein  he  feems  to  be  generally  allowed  for 
the  fole  arbiter  of  the  affairs  of  Chriltendom. 

OUR  intereft  abroad  muft  lie  in  one  of  thefe  points." 
Either  to  preferve  our  prefent  alliances,  and  there- 
by the  peace  of  Chriftendom  as  it  now  ftands  : 

Or  to  encourage  France  to  an  invafion  of  Holland, 
with  affurance  of  our  neutrality  : 

Or  elfe  to  join  with  France  upon  the  advantages  they 
can  offer  us  for  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch. 

Upon  the  firft  is  to  be  confidered,  whether,  with  a 
longer  peace,  the  power  of  France  and  Holland,  with 
fo  great  revenues,  and  fuch  application  as  is  feen  in 
their  governments,  will  not  increafe  every  year  out  of 
proportion  to  what  ours  will  do-,  the  revenues  of 
France  arifing  originally  from  the  vent  of  their  native 
commodities,  and  thofe  of  Holland  growing  wholly  out 
of  trade,  and  that  out  of  peace. 

Upon  the  fecond,  whether  France  will  ever  refolvs 
upon  the  invafion  of  Holland,  or  Holland  upon  its  own 
reiblute  defence,  without  our  fhare  in  the  war  •,  which 
would  otherwife  leave  us  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world, 
and  thereby  to  grow  vaftly  both  in  flrength  and  trea- 
fures,  whilft  both  thefe  powers  were  breaking  one  an- 
other. Or  whether  the  jealoufy  of  fuch  a  dengn  in  us 
would  not  induce  France  and  Holland,  either  before  a 
war,  or  foon  after  it  begins,  to  clofe  upon  fome  meafures 
between  them  to  our  difadvantage,  as  we  and  Holland 
did  after  the  laft  war,  to  the, difadvantage  of  France. 
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Upon  the  laft,  whether,  by  the  ruin  of  Holland, 
we  can  reap  as  great  advantages,-  as  France,  (though 
perhaps  greater  were  necefifary  to  make  fome  equality 
in  our  powers.)  And,  to  gain  a  fair  profpecl:  of  this, 
it  muft  be  confidered,  whether  Holland  upon  its  fall 
would  grow  an  accelTion  to  the  French  or  to  us ; 
or  live  under  the  prince  of  Orange  as  a  fovereign 
prince,  with  our  lupport  or  protection .  Whether 
France  would  be  content  with  either  of  thefe  laft ;  or 
to  fee  us  grow  abfolute  mailers  of  the  fea,  by  the  fall 
or  fubjection  of  Holland,  any  more  than  by  their  con- 
junction and  alliance.  Whether  we  could  be  able  to 
defend  the  maritime  provinces,  either  in  our  own  fub- 
jedtion,  or  in  that  of  the  prince,  whilft  France  remain- 
ed poflefTed  of  all  the  outworks  of  that  State,  which  are 
their  inland  provinces,  their  towns  in  Brabant  and  upon 
the  Rhine:  whether  we  could,  on  the  other  fide,  hinder 
the  acceflion  of  Holland  to  France,  either  as  fubjects  in 
a  maritime  province  {with  great  privileges  and  immu- 
nities for  continuance  and  encouragement  of  trade)  or 
as  an  inferior  and  dependant  ally  under  their  protec- 
tion. Whether  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  our  government 
would  have  credit  enough  in  Holland  to  invite  their 
fhipping  and  traders  to  come  over  and  fettle  in  Eng- 
land, and  fo  leave  thofe  provinces  deftitute  of  both. 
Whether  it  be  pofllble  to  preferve  Flanders  after  the 
lofs  of  Holland  •,  or,  upon  the  conqueft  of  thofe  coun- 
tries by  France,  for  us  to  preferve  our  peace  or  good 
intelligence  with  that  king  •,  or  upon  a  war  to  defend 
ourfelves,  either  by  our  own  forces,  or  the  alliances  of 
oilr  neighbours. 

But  though  thefe  arguments  may  deferve  the  moft 
ferious  deliberations  of  minifters  at  home  5  yet  I  know 
they  lie  out  of  the  compafs  of  my  duty,  and  are  im- 
proper for  the  reprefentations  of  a  man,  the  courfe  of 
w|iofe  employments  and  thoughts  for  fo  long  a  time 
has  lain  wholly  abroad, 

.       :•    v.  -*-  To 
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To  the   DUKE   of  ORMOND, 

Written  in  OBober,   1673, 

Upon  his  Grace's  defiring  me  to  give  him  my  Opinion, 

What  was  to  be  done  in  that  Conjuncture, 


THERE  never  was  any  conjuncture  wherein 
it  was  more  neceffary  for  his  majefty  to  fall 
into  a  courfe  of  wife  and  fleady  counfels,  nor 
ever  any  wherein  it  was  more  difficult  to  advife  him. 
To  make  reflexions  upon  what  is  pail  is  the  part. of 
ingenious,  but  irrefolute  men,  or  gKq  of  fuch  as  in-  ' 
tend  to  value  themfelves  by  companion  with  others 
whofe  corruptions  or  follies  they  condemn.     But,  in 
all  matters  of  counfel,  the  good  and  prudent  part  is  to 
take  things  as  they  are  (fince  the  pad  cannot  be  re- 
called) to  propofe  remedies  for  the  prefent  evils,  and 
provisions  againft  future  events. 

The  king  finds  himfelf  engaged  in  the  fecond  year 
of  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  for  profecution  thereof 
in  a  flrict  alliance  with  France ;  and  now  in  danger  of 
being  entangled  in  the  quarrel  broken  out  upon  this 
occafion  between  France  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  In 
this  ftate  of  affairs,  it  is  to  be  confidered  whether  we 
can  purfue  our  war  with  Holland,  and  yet  preferve  our 
peace  with  Spain  \  whether  we  are  able  to  maintain  the 
war  with  both  in  conjunction  with  France ;  and  if  not, 
what  there  is  left  for  his  majefty  to  do,  with  the  beft 
regard  to  his-  honour  and  fafety, 

QL.  3  For 
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For  the  firft,  we  mall  foon  be  out  of  doubt ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  'tis  very  unlikely  that,  upon  the  late 
conjunction  between  Holland  and  Spain,    the  Dutch 
mould  have  obliged  themfelves  to  make  no  peace  with- 
out the  inclufion  of  their  allies  ♦,  and  that  Spain  mould 
not  have  yielded  to  break  with  us,  in  cafe  they  could 
not  effect  a  peace  between  us  and  Holland  •,  fince  the 
Dutch  know  nothing  could  farther  induce  us  to  it,  than 
the  fear  of  a  breach  with  Spain,  and  fo  great  a  lofs 
of  trade  in  thofe  dominions.     The  Spaniards  have  but 
one  temptation  of  their  own  to  quarrel  with  us,  which 
is  an  occafion  of  recovering  Jamaica ',  for  that  has  even 
lain  at  their  hearts,  and  'tis  to  be  feared  their  conjunc- 
tion with  Holland  has  not  been  perfected  without  early 
meafures  between  them  for  the  furprife  of  that  ifland, 
unlefs  our  care  has  been  as  early  in  providing  for  its 
defence,     And  if  we  mould  lofe  it,  I  forefee  little  hurt 
we  could  do  Spain  in  their  Indies,  guarded  as  they  would 
be,  and  attended  by  the  (hipping  of  the  Dutch.     But 
his  majefty  will,  I  fuppofe,  foon  know  from  Spain  what 
he  is  to  truft  to  in  this  point. 

To  judge,  whether  upon  a  breach  with  Spain  we  are 
able  to  maintain  the  war,  muft  be  confidered  the  pre- 
fent  (late  of  the  king's  treafure,  the  rife  or  fall  that 
may  happen  in  his  conftant  revenue  by  the  Spanifh  war, 
the  hopes  that  may  be  grounded  upon  fupplies  from 
France,  the  afluraneeor  meafure  of  thofe  expected  from 
the  parliament,  the  credit  of  the  exchequer  to  raife 
prefent  money  where-ever  any  of  thefe  fall  fhort,  and 
the  humour  of  the  nation  towards  carrying  on  or  end- 
ing the  war. 

For  the  prefent  flate  of  the  treafury,  the  king  beft 
knows  it  himfelf,  or  his  officers  can  beft  give  the  ac- 
count. For  the  changes  that  may  happen  in  his  re- 
venue, 'tis  evident  they  muft  be  much  for  the  worfe 
the  very  firft  year  of  a  Spanifh  war.  The  main 
branch  of  it,  which  js  the  cuftoms,  muft  wither  away 

in 
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in  a  very  great  rneafure,  fince  all  the  trade  in  a  man- 
ner left  us  upon  the  Dutch  \var  (that  has  turned  to 
any  account)  has  been  that  with  Spain  and  into  the 
Straits  :  the  firft  upon  a  Spanifh  war  will  be  wholly 
loft ;  the  laft  can  neither  be  fecured  by  our  own  con- 
voys, nor  by  the  French  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean, 
from  the  Dutch  capers  that  will  fill  the  Spanifh  havens, 
and  from  thofe  of  Bifcay,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corfica, 
Majorca,  which  in  all  wars  have  been  the  neft  of  pi- 
caroons ;  fo  that  no  way  feems  left  of  beginning  this 
war,  but  as  the  Dutch  began  theirs,  by  leaving  off  all 
trade  in  the  nation  while  it  lafts.  But  the  cafe  is  very 
different  between  them  and  us  ;  for  they  have  (till  a 
trade  left  from  the  North,  which,  running  upon  a 
fandy  coaftfrom  Hamburg,  is  fecured  from  our  fleets; 
and  they  have  driven  a  great  commerce  bycollufion  with 
the  Swedes,  Danes,  Hamburghers,Bremeners,  and  Fle- 
mifh,  ever  fince  the  war  began.  Befides,  the  hearts 
of  their  people  (which  would  otherwife  have  funk  by 
the  lofs  of  trade)  have  been  kept  up  by  the  neceflity 
of  their  defence,  by  the  laft  extremities  which  were 
threatened  them  from  the  war,  and  by  the  general  opi- 
nion of  juftice  in  their  caufe,  both  from  thefe  circunv 
fiances,  and  the  manner  of  ours  and  of  the  French  be- 
ginning the  war. 

This  makes  the  States  content  to  impofe,  and  the 
people  to  fuffer,  the  utmoft  payments  •,  and  befides, 
in  a  manner  all  men  of  fortunes  among  them  have  a 
great  part  of  their  eftates  lying  in  the  cantores  of  the 
States  or  the  Provinces,  which  would  all  be  loft  upon 
the  conqueft  of  their  country  -,  fo  as  they  will  lend  to 
the  laft,  for  fecuring  fo  much  as  is  already  in  danger. 
And  thefe  are  circumftances  which  will  not  be  found 
in  our  difpofitions  or  conftitutions. 

For  fupplies  from  France,  it  muft  be  confidered 
how  their  money  has  been  drained  out  of  that  kingdom 
fince  tjiis  war  began,  by  their  payments  to  us,  and  to 
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Sweden,  to  the  biihops  of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  and 
fome  other  princes  of  Germany ;  by  their  armies  in 
Germany,  and  the  new  conquefts  in  Holland  \  all  which 
returns  no  more  into  France,  as  money  did  in  their 
former  wars  with  Spain,  that  were  made  chiefly  upon 
their  confines ;  for  then  the  pays  of  their  armies  being 
made  only  in  the  winter-quarters,  which  were  in 
France  or  its  frontiers,  the  money  feH  back  again  into 
the  circulation  of  their  own  country :  yet  now  their 
expence  muft  upon  a  Spanifh  war  be  increafed  by  new 
armies  in  Catalonia  and  Italy,  and  new  fleets  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  fo  that  all  thefe  circumftances,  with 
the  general  decay  of  trade  by  the  war,  muft  in  few 
years  time  leave  that  kingdom  poorer  than  it  has  been 
this  age;  and,  where  money  is  not,  the  king  of  France 
himfelf  cannot  have  it. 

For  what  fupplies  may  come  from  the  parliament 
towards  carrying  on  the  war,  fome  few  days,  I  fup- 
pofe,  will  inform  us  •,  and  no  meafures  can  be  taken 
unlefs  by  what  paffed  in  the  former  feflion,  which  was 
not  very  favourable  to  that  defign. 

For  the  credit  cf  the  exchequer  (at  lean:  to  any 
meafure  that  may  fupply  the  courfe  or  neceflities  of  a 
war)  I  fear,  it  is  irrecoverably  loft  by  the  laft  breach 
with  the  bankers  :  for  credit  is  gained  by  cuftom  and 
courfe  of  time,  and  feldorn  recovers  a  ftrain ;  but,  if 
broken,  is  never  well.iet  again.  I  have  heard  a  great 
example  given  of  this  (by  fome  of  our  merchants) 
that  happened  upon  the  laft  king's  feizing  200000/. 
that  was  in  the  mint  about  the  year  3$,  which  had 
then  the  credit  of  a  bank,  and  for  feveral  years  had 
been  the  treafury  of  all  the  vaft  payments  transmitted 
from  Spain  to  Flanders.  But,  after  this  invafion  of  it, 
though  the  king  paid  back  the  money  within  very  few 
months,  yet  the  mint  has  never  fince  recovered  its  cre- 
dit among  foreign  merchants. 

If 
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If  the  bufinefs  of  money  mould  happen  to  go  lame 
upon  any  or  all  of  thefe  feet,  then  all  that  will  be  left 
to  carry  on  the  war  is  the  humour  of  the  nation  :  and 
that  fometimes  may  go  farther  than  any  treafures,  if 
fpirited  by  hatred  or  revenge,  by  the  love  of  religion 
or  liberty,  or  the  neceffity  of  defence  :  but  the  good- 
will of  the  nation  to  the  prefent  war  (as  it  was  fore- 
feen  by  thofe  who  gave  the  defperate  counfels  of  be- 
ginning it  with  the  proroguing  of  the  parliament,  and 
itopping  of  the  exchequer  •,  ib  it)  has  been  fince  but 
too  much  experienced  by  the  fuccefTes  have  attended 
it,  which  will  ever  depend  upon  the  humours  and  o- 
pinions  of  thofe  that  ferve,  as  well  as  the  abilities  and 
conduct  of  thofe  that  command ;  and  not  to  fpeak  of 
thofe  incurable  jealoufies  which  have  been  fo  generally 
raifed  or  infufed  into  the  people  about  the  firft  defigns 
of  this  war,  and  fo  much  increafed  by  the  profefllons 
or  actions,  or  at  lead  the  general  reputation,  of  thofe 
who  pafs  for  the  chief  authors  of  it :  'tis,  at  leaft  ob- 
fervable,  that  after  fo  long  hoftility,  and  four  battles, 
yet  the  nation  does  not  feem  at  all  to  be  angry,  though 
that  is  the  firft  thing  mould  be  brought  about,  if  we 
would  have  men  fight. 

It  is,  i  doubt,  little  to  be  hoped,  that  a  breach  with 
Spain  mould  make  us  any  kinder  to  the  war  than  we 
were  before  •,  fince  that  rriuft  grow  wholly  upon  occa- 
fion  of  the  French,  we  having  no  quarrel  there  of  our 
own.  And  our  kindnefs.  to  France  will  fpirit  us  as  little 
as  our  hatred  to  Spain,  at  leaft  till  their  fortunes 
change,  and  the  balance  rife  again  on  the  Spanifh  fide, 
which  has  rifen  fo  long  and  to  fuch  a  height  on  the 
French  y  for  by  the  courfe  of  human  nature  there  will 
ever  be  a  degree  of  hatred  mingled  with  fear,  and  of 
kindnefs  with  compaftion. 

Upon  the  furvey  of  thefe  provifions  and  difpofitions, 
it  muft  be  concluded  necellary  for  his  majelly  either 
to  make  a  peace,  or  elfe  to  turn  the  war  directly  up- 
on 
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on  fuch  points  of  honour,  juftice,  and  fafety,  as  may 
engage  both  the  parliament  and  nation  in  the  fupport 
and  profecution  of  the  war.  And,  to  do  this,  he 
mud  at  leaft  offer  at  a  peace,  and  upon  terms  into  which 
the  humour  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  will  run. 

The  conjunction  now  perfected  between  Holland 
and  Spain  feems  the  happieft  thing  that  could  have 
arrived  to  his  majefty's  affairs  upon  this  occafion ;  for 
whilft  Holland  flood  alone,  in  cafe  we  had  been  forced 
to  offer  at  any  meafures  with  them,  France  might  up- 
on the  iirfl  jealoufy  have  been  before  us,  and  flipping 
one  knot  might  have  tied  another  in  three  days  time. 
But  now  the  interefts  of  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Lor- 
rain  are  woven  together  with  thofe  of  Holland,  it  will 
not  be  a  fhort  and  eafy  work  to  adjuft  thofe  of  France 
with  the  Emperor  in  the  matters  of  Alfatia,  with  Spain 
in  Flanders,  or  the  duke  of  Lorrain  in  that  dutchy  -, 
nor  is  the  conjunction  between  Holland  and  their  allies 
likely  to.  be  broken,  unlefs  by  the  revolutions  of  war 
the  Dutch  come  to  apprehend  a  near  and  greater  danger 
from  Spain,  in  which  cafe  they  will  not  fail  of  return- 
ing to  their  old  meafures  with  France. 

The  firft  pace,  which  feems  neceffary  for  his  majefty 
to  make,  is  to  fall  into  confidence  with  Spain  as  far  as 
poflibly  he  can,  by  affuring  them  he  refolves  upon  a 
neutrality  in  the  war  between  them  and  France ;  that, 
if  he  comes  to  a  peace  with  Holland,  he  intends  it  fhall 
pafs  by  their  mediation  •,  and,  if  that  be  effected,  he 
will  employ  his  own  towards  the  general  peace  of 
Chriftendom,  and  particularly  that  between  France 
and  Spain. 

The  next  point  is  to  refolve  upon  the  conditions  ne- 
ceffary  to  a  peace  •,  the  befl  way  to  this,  is  to  feek  with- 
out paffion  where  the  juftice  lies,  and  the  true  interefts 
of  his  majefty's  crowns,  as  it  is  generally  underftood 
by  his  people,  of  which  the  fenfe  of  his  parliament  is 
the  beft:  teftimony  ;  for  their  concurrence  will  give 
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weight  to  his  demands  of  peace,  or  to  the  fupport  of 


a  war. 


Between  us  and  Holland,  the  points  of  juftice  muft 
be  grounded  upon  the  infraction  of  treaties,  and  fo 
will  reach  only  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  flag  and  of  Suri- 
nam. For  the  flag,  it  has  been  agreed  by  three  feveral 
treaties  in  the  fame  form  •,  but,  the  articles  ftill  refer- 
ring to  former  ufe,  it  remains  to  difcufs  and  agree  par- 
ticularly what  that  has  been,  and  to  explain  the  man- 
ner and  circumftances  of  obferving  it.  Without  this, 
no  peace  we  can  have  will  feem  to  be  made  with  inten- 
tions to  keep  it  long,  while  the  interpretation  of  that 
article  about  the  flag,  is  a  ground  at  pleafure  for 
opening  a  war.  And  this  point  can  only  be  gained 
by  a  feparate  peace  between  us  and  Holland  •,  for  if  the 
war  fhould  come  to  end  in  a  general  treaty,  like  that 
of  Munfter,  as  his  majefty's  intereft  would  be  lefs  con- 
fidered  in  a  crowd  of  fo  many  others,  and  would  hardly 
be  fuffered  to  obftrucl  a  general  peace  ;  fo  this  right  of 
the  flag,  in  particular,  would  be  at  lead:  disfavoured, 
if  not  oppofed,  by  our  friends  as  well  as  our  enemies; 
that  is,  by  France,  Sweden,  Denmark,  as  well  as  Spain 
and  Holland. 

The  bufmefs  of  Surinam  is  a  trifle,  and  the  difputes 
upon  it  arofe  rather  from  an  unkind  and  jealous  hu- 
mour growing  between  the  nations,  than  from  any  dif- 
ference or  difficulty  in  adjufting  it ;  fo  as  that  is  not  a 
thing  will  lie  much  in  the  way,  being  foon  decided  by 
plain  articles  upon  the  furrender  of  the  place. 

There  are  two  points  more  wherein  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  the  nation  is  concerned,  and  ought  to  be 
infilled  upon,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  find  a  temper  in 
them,  though  they  can  hardly  be  laid  to  be  points  of 
juftice,  becaufe  they  are  not  regulated  by  treaties.  The 
firft  is  the  point  of  the  Eafb  India  trade,  wherein  we 
clefire  new  agreements  between  us,  upon  fufpicion  of 
what  may  happen,  rather  than  complain  of  any  breach, 
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in  the  old  5  and  though  our  Eaft-  India  company  never 
urged  their  defires  as  a  juft  ground  for  a  quarrel,  yet  a 
great  deal  might  have  been  gained  in  this  point  from 
the  Dutch,  while  they  depended  upon  our  alliance  j 
and  I  fuppofe  may  be  flill,  if  we  fall  into  it  again. 

The  iecond  is  an  acknowledgment  to  his  majefty 
for  the  leave  of  fifhing  upon  his  coafts  -,  and  though 
this  may  not  be  grounded  upon  any  treaty,  yet,  if  it  ap- 
pear to  have  been  an  ancient  right  on  our  fide,  and  cu- 
ilom  on  theirs,  and  not  determined  or  extinguifhed  by 
any  treaty  between  us,  it  may  with  juftice  be  infilled 
on  ;  though  it  will  pafs  harder  with  the  Dutch  than  any 
of  the  reft,  who  will  much  eafier  be  induced  to  buy  off 
the  pretence  with  a  great  fum  of  money  at  one  or  more 
payments,  than  acknowledge  it  by  a  conftant  tribute. 

The  laft  thing  his  majeftycan  demandfrom  Holland, 
is  money  for  the  charges  of  the  war,  But,  unlefs  the 
juftice  or  neceftity  of  it  were  agreed  on  between  us, 
that  will  have  but  a  weak  ground.  And  if  we  expect 
money,  it  muft  be  to  purchafe  what  is  to  come,  and 
not  to  pay  for  what  is  pad  ♦,  and  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  his  majefty  mould  refolve  of  a  peace  with  Hol- 
land, to  enter  into  a  mediation  between  France  and 
Spain,  upon  the  evident  points  of  juftice  between  them, 
and  to  join  againft  that  crown  which  refutes  the  peace, 
both  Spain  and  Holland  would  be  content  to  part  with 
their  money  upon  fuch  an  agreement.  But  the  mea- 
fure  and  manner  muft  be  left  to  private  treaty,  and 
would  depend  upon  the  confidence  between  us. 

Whatever,  in  any  of  thefe  points,  or  any  other,  his 
majefty  fnall  be  content  to  releafe,  ought  to  be  done 
upon  the  iatisfadlion  he  mould  declare  to  have  received 
in  the  advancement  of  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the 
charges  of  his  anceftors.  But  for  his  majefty  to  infift 
upon  any  further  advantages  to  the  prince,  than  are 
already  devolved  upon  him,  would  not  only  raife  in- 
vincible difficulties  in  our  treaty  with  the  States,  but 
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prejudice  the  prince's  affairs  among  them  in  a  very  great 
meafure.  And  the  prince,  I  believe,  knows  their  con- 
ftitution  fo  well,  as  to  underftand  it  fo. 

If  upon  good  terms  in  thefe  particulars  a  peace 
can  be  effected  with  Holland,  the  honour  of  this  crown 
will  certainly  be  provided  for,  and  the  intereft  of  it, 
to  a  higher  degree  than  could  have  been  gained  even 
without  the  events  of  a  war ;  fince  we  fhould  be  left  in 
peace  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world  while  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  and  Holland  would  be  engao-cd  in  a  long 
war  with  France  •,  and,  whenever  they  grew  weary, 
his  majefty  would  have  the  glory  and  advantage  of  me- 
diating the  peace. 

For  the  meafures  to  be  obferved  in  all  this  with 
France,  and  the  preferving  his  majefty's  honour  on 
that  fide :  firft,  the  humour  of  the  parliament  as  to 
this  war,  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in  the  trade 
with  Spain,  ought  to  be  reprefented  to  them  as  diffi- 
culties invincible  unlefs  France  can  furnifh  the  charge 
which  the  war  will  coil,  beyond  what  can  be  fpared 
out  of  his  majefty's  conftant  revenue.  Then  his  ma- 
jefty may  propofe  to  them  his  defign  of  neutrality  be- 
tween them  and  Spain  •,  which  I  fuppofe  was  not  a 
point  that  entered  into  any  agreements  againft  Holland, 
And  laftly,  he  may  defire  their  confent,  fince  he  can- 
not profecute  the  war,  to  make  his  peace  with  Holland, 
upon  the  affurance  of  employing  afterwards  his  me- 
diation between  them  and  Spain,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  his  parliament  will  make  him  able  to  effect  a 
peace,  as  the  want  of  it  has  made  him  unable  to  purfue 
the  war.  If  France  will  not  confent  either  to  furnifh  lis 
with  money  furhxient  to  carry  on  the  war,  nor  to  our 
neutrality  with  Spain,  nor  peace  with  Holland,  it  would 
then  be  confidered,  whether  France,  in  the  like  cafe, 
would  fuffer  fuch  a  conjuncture  as  this  to  efcape  them 
upon  any  ties  or  treaties  between  us  •  or  whether  in- 
deed any  prince  or  ftate  would  do  fo,  A  conjuncture 
5  whereby 
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whereby  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  majefty's 
crown  may  be  provided  for  •,  the  trade  of  the  nation 
raifed  to  a  height  it  has  not  reached  before  \  the  paf- 
iionate  bent  and  humour  of  the  people  pleafed,  and 
their  jealoufies  in  a  great  meafure  allayed  %  the  true 
balance  of  Chriftendom  maintained;  all  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  it  (befides  P>ance  alone)  fatisfied;  and,  in 
fhort,  by  which  his  majefty  may  grow  again  infenfi- 
bly  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  at  home,  and  into  the 
influence  upon  all  affairs  of  his  neighbours  abroad. 

It  is  a  rude  thing  which  is  commonly  faid,  that  we 
may  come  off  from  France  with  as  much  honour  as 
we  came  on  :  but  it  is  a  true  thing,  that  he  has  al- 
ways the  honour  of  the  war,  that  has  the  advantage 
of  it;  and  it  is,  I  doubt,  fo  of  a  peace  too;  and  that 
cannot  fail  us  here,  provided  we  make  fure  of  Spain 
(in  cafe  we  apprehend  our  lofmg  of  France)  to  which 
their  difpofitions  and  interefts  muft  certainly  concur 
with  our^  in  all  points,  unlefs  that  of  Jamaica  make 
an  exception. 

All  the  difficulty  his  majefty  can  meet  with,  in  this 
purfuit,  will  be  fome  want  of  reputation  and  truft  with 
the  governments  of  Spain  and 'Holland,  which  have  been 
foiled  of  late  by  the  breach  of  our  former  alliances, 
fo  much,  as  (they  think)  againft  our  own  interests  as 
well  as  theirs  ;  for  all  treaties  are  grounded  upon  the 
common  belief  that  every  ftate  will  be  ever  found  in 
their  own  interefts,  among  which  their  honour  and  ob- 
lervance  of  faith  grows  to  be  one  very  confiderable 
(becaufe,  while  the  minds  of  men  are  generally  po(Te£ 
fed  with  a  belief  of  God  Almighty's  concerning  him- 
felf  in  affairs  here  below,  the  opinion  of  juftice  or  in- 
juftice  in  a  quarrel  will  never  fail  of  having  mighty 
effect  upon  the  fucceffes  of  a  war  :)  therefore  our  re- 
putation cannot  any  way  be  fo  far  recovered  with  our 
neighbours,  as  by  their  finding  that  his  majefty's 
counfels  return  into  the  true  interefts  of  his  kingdoms ; 

which 


in  the  conjuncture  of  affairs  in  1673.     239 

which  will  make  the  Spaniards  believe  our  meafures 
may  be  firm  with  them,  upon  the  fame  reafon  which 
has  fhaken  them  with  France.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  whatever  means  will  reftore,  or  raife  the  credit  of 
his  majefty's  government  at  home,  will  do  it  abroad 
too :  for  a  king  of  England,  at  the  head  of  his  par- 
liament and  people,  and  in  their  hearts  and  interefts, 
can  never  fail  of  making  what  figure  he  pleafes  in  the 
world,  nor  of  being  fafe  and  eafy  at  home ;  and  may 
defpife  all  the  defigns  of  factious  men,  who  can  only 
make  themfelves  confidered  by  feeming  to  be  in  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  when  the  court  feems  to  be  out 
of  it.  But,  in  running  on  counfels  contrary  to  the 
general  humour  and  fpirit  of  the  people,  the  king  in- 
deed may  make  his  minifters  great  fubjects,  but  they 
can  never  make  him  a  great  prince. 
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The  PubMier  to  the  Reader, 

(Prefixed    to    the   fir  ft  edition  of  thefe 
Memoirs  in  1691.) 

READER, 

THESE  following  papers  I  obtained  from  a  perfon  to 
whom  I  muff,  never  ieftore  them  again  ;  and  the  author 
has  not,  that  I  know  of,  enquired  after  them  fince  I  had  them. 
I  muft  needs  confefs,    'Tis  but  too  plain  by  the  epiftle,  that  he 
intended  they  mould  not  be  publick  during  his  life  j  but  though 
I  have  as  great  refpecl:  for  him,  as  any  man,  yet  I  could  not  be 
of  his  mind  in  this ;  I  think  I  mould  do  the  world  wrong,  tocon- 
cealany  longer  a  treatifeof  fomuch  profit  and  pleafuretoallthat 
read  it;  and  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  thought  to  do  the  author  any  in 
puhliming  it,  fince  the  charge  of  not  doing  it  was  not  given  to 
me.  I  think  like  wife  that  if  any  of  his  friends  can  obtain  of  him 
the  fir  ft  and  third  parts  of  thefe  Memoirs  that  are  mentioned  in 
them  thev  will  do  the  publick  a  great  piece  of  fervice;  and  if 
they  mould  come  from  the  author's  laft  hand  they  may  chance 
to  be  more  correct  than  thefe,  which  look  as  tho'  they  had 
never  been  reviewed  by  the  author,  but  juft  as  they  fell  from 
his  pen :  however,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  trea- 
tife  in  any  language  that  I  underftand,  which  in  my  poor  judg- 
ment is  written  with  more  candor  and  truth  and  thorough  infight 
into  the  matters  it  relates,  ftuft  with  greater  variety  of  fubjects, 
digefted  into  better  order  and  method,  and  expreft  with  more 
clearnefs  and  fpirit  than  this  is.     I  have  not  therefore,  as  I 
think  there  is  no  need,  changed  a  word  in  them ;  but  only  where 
things  are  faid   in  French  or  Latin,  I  have   thought  fit  to 
tranilate  them  in  another  column,  or  the  margin  ;  and  if  I  have 
not  done  it  fo  well  as  I  mould  do,  I  crave  the  reader's  pardon, 
and  in  all  elfe*,  do  not  doubt  of  his  thanks.     I  fhall  fay  no- 
thing of  the  author,  who  will  be  known  by  the  firft  pages  of 
the  book  ;  nor  of  the  time  or  motive  of  its  writing,  which  are 
feen  by  the  epiftle  ;  but  only  heartily  pray  to  God  to  give  him 
good  health,  and  a  long  life,  that  he  may  continue,  as  he  has 
ever  been,  the  ornament  of  learning  and  to  his  country* 

To 
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To  my  S  O  N. 

jfpril,  1683. 

1D0  not  remember  ever  to  have  refufed  any  thing 
you  have  defired  of  me;  which  I  take  to  be  a 
greater  compliment  to  you  than  to-myfelf;  fince  for  a 
young  man  to  make  none  but  reafonable  defires,  is  yet 
more  extraordinary  than  for  an  old  man  to  think  them 
fo.  That  which  you  made  me  fome  time  fince,  and 
have  fo  often  renewed,  I  have  at  laft  refolved  to  com- 
ply with,  as  well  as  the  reft;  and,  if  I  live,  will  leave 
you  fome  Memoirs  of  what  has  pafTed  in  my  public 
employments,  efpecially  thole  abroad,  which  reached 
from  the  year  1665  to  1678  ;  and  run  through  the 
moft  important  foreign  negotiations  of  the  crown,  with 
great  connexion  of  affairs  at  home  during  this,  period, 
and  the  revolutions  it  produced.  The  confidence  of 
the  king  my  mailer,  and  of  his  chief  rninuters,  as  well 
as  that  of  others  abroad,  gave  me  the  advantage  to 
difcern  and  obferve  the  true  fprings  and  motions  of 
both ;  which  were  often  miftaken  in  court  and  par- 
liament, and  thereby  fattened  many  fufpicions,  con- 
fidences, applaufes,  reproaches  upon  perfons,  and  at 
times  where  they  were  very  undeferved.  Twenty  years 
of  my  life  I  patted  in  public  thoughts  and  bufinefs, 
from  the  thirty-fecond  to  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  my 
age  -,  which  I  take  to  be  the  part  of  a  man's  life  fitteft 
to  be  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  his  prince  or  ftate, 
the  reft  being  ufually  too  much  taken  up  with  his  plea- 
fures  or  his  eafe.  The  native  love  of  my  country, 
and  its  antient  legal  conftitutions,  would  not  flitter 
me  to  enter  into  any  public  affairs,  till  the  way  was 
open  for  the  king's  happy  reftoration  in  1 660.  And  in 
1680,  you  know,  I  fent  you  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
my  refolutions  to  pais  the  remainder  of  my  life  like  as 
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good  a  private  fubject  as  any  he  had,  but  never  more 
to  meddle  with  any  public  employment.  All  the  reft 
of  my  age  before,  and  fince  that  period,  I  have  taken 
no  more  notice  of  what  pafTed  upon  the  public  icene, 
that  an  old  man  ufes  to  do  of  what  is  acted  on  a  thea- 
tre, where  he  gets  as  eafy  a  feat  as  he  can,  entertains 
himfelf  with  what  pafles  upon  the  ftage,  not  caring  who 
the  actors  are,  or  what  the  plot,  nor  whether  he  goes 
out  before  the  play  be  done.  Therefore  you  muft  ex- 
pect: nothing  from  me  out  of  the  compafs  of  that  time, 
nor  any  thing  of  that  itfelf  with  much  application  or 
care,  further  than  of  truth.  You  know  how  lazy  I 
am  in  my  temper,  how  uneafy  in  my  health,  how 
weak  my  eyes,  and  how  much  of  my  time  pafTes  in 
walking  or  riding,  and  thereby  fencing  all  I  can 
againft  two  cruel  difeafes  that  have  for  fome  time  pur- 
iued  me  •,  fo  that  I  doubt  the  fatisfaction  you  expect 
will  be  chiefly  owing  to  ill  health  or  ill  weather,  which 
yet  are  not  like  to  fail  at  my  age  and  in  our  climate.  For 
the  reft,  if  you  find  any  thing  either  inftructing  or  di- 
verting in  what  I  fhall  write  upon  this  fubject,  you 
may  attribute  it, wholly  to  the  kindnefs  and  efteem  I 
have  for  you,  without  which  I  fhould  not  have  given 
my'felf  the  trouble  of  fuch  recollections :  and  as  I  in- 
tend them  for  your  ufe,  lb  I  defire  no  other  may  be 
made  of  them  during  my  life  :  when  that  is  ended, 
neither  they  nor  you  will  be  any  more  in  my  care  •,  and 
whatever  I  leave  of  this,  or  any  other  kind,  will  be  in 
your  difpofal.  I  am  the  gladder,  and  it  is  but  juft,  that 
my  public  employments  fhould  contribute  fomething 
to  your  entertainment,  fince  they  have  done  fo  little 
to  your  fortune,  upon  which  I  can  make  you  no  ex- 
cufes ;  'twas  a  thing  fo  often  in  my  power,  that  it  was 
never  in  my  thoughts ;  which  were  turned  always  up- 
on how  much  lefs  I  needed,  rather  than  how  much 
more.  If  yours  have  the  fame  turn,  you  will  be  but 
too  rich  •,  if  the  contrary,  you  will  be  ever  poor. 
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MEMOIR  S 

Of  what  paffed  in 

.  ...".:..■ 

CHRISTENDOM 

From  1672  to   1679. 

CHAP.    I. 

HAVING  ended  the  firft  part  of  thefe  Memoirs 
with  my  retirement  from  all  public  bufinefs 
in  the  year  1671,  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  fe- 
cond  Dutch  war  •,  I  mail  begin  this  with  the  approaches 
of  the  peace  in  the  year  1673. 

About  this  time,  after  two  fummers  fpent  in  a  war 
between  England  and  Holland,  with  feveral  encounter* 
at  fea,  but  no  decifive  a&ion,  both  parties  began  to 
enter  upon  thoughts,  and  indeed  neceflities,  of  a  peace, 
The  nations  had  been  at  war  without  being  angry ; 
and  the  quarrel  had  been  thought  on  both  fides  rather 
of  the  miniflries  than  the  people.  The  Dutch  believed 
it  at  firft  intended  only  againft  De  Witt's  faction,  in 
favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange ;  and  in  England  fome 
laid  it  to  the  corruption  of  minifters  by  the  money  of 
France  -,  and  fome,  that  pretended  to  think  deeper,  laid 
it  to  deeper  defigns.  The  lord  .Clifford's  violence,  in 
beginning  it,  gave  it  an  ill  air  in  general;  and  the  dif- 
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life  of  parliaments,  a  cruel  maim  in  the  chief  finews 
of  war. 

The  fubfidies  from  France  bore  no  proportion  to  the 
charge  of  our  fleets,  and  our  ftrength  at  fea  feemed 
rather  leffcned  than  increafed  by  the  conjunction  of 
theirs :  Cur  feamen  fought  without  heart,  and  were 
more  afraid  of  their  friends  than  their  enemies  •,  and 
our  difcontents  were  fo  great  at  land,  that  the  affem- 
bling  of  our  militia  to  defend  our  coafts  was  thought 
as  dangerous  as  an  invafton.  But  that,  which  moil 
prefect  his  majefty  to  the  thoughts  of  a  peace,  was 
the  refclution  of  Spain  to  declare  war  againit  England, 
as  they  had  done  already  againft  France,  in  favour  of 
Holland,  unlefs  the  peace  were  fuddenly  made  ;  which 
would  have  been  fuch  a  blow  to  our  trade,  as  could 
not  eafily  have  been  fenced,  and  loft  us  that  of  the 
Mediterranean,  as  the  Dutch  war  had  done  that  of  the 
Northern  feas  :  fo  as  the  neceflity  of  this  conjuncture 
was  only  kept  off  by  the  honour  of  our  alliance  with 
France.  However,  that  crown  being  not  able  to  fur- 
nifh  fupplies  enough  to  carry  on  the  war  without  a 
parliament,  could  not  oppofe  the  calling  one  upon  this 
occafion.  When  the  parliament  met,  though  they 
feemed  willing  to  give  the  king  money,  yet  it  was  to 
make  the  peace  with  Holland,  and  not  to  carry  on  the 
war-,  and,  upon  his  majefty's  demanding  their  ad- 
vice, they  gave  it  unanimoufly,  that  the  peace  mould 
be  made. 

There  were  too  many  parties  engaged  in  this  quar- 
rel to  think  of  a  general  peace,  though  a  treaty  to  that 
purpofe  had  been  fet  on  foot  at  Cologne,  under  the  me- 
diation of  the  Swedes,  between  the  minifters  of  the 
Emperor,  Spain,  Holland,,  and  feme  princes  of  the 
Empire  on  the  one  part,  and  his  majefty  and  France 
on  the  other,  but  without  any  the  leaft  appearance  of 
fuccefs ;  for  though  all  the  confederates  had  a  mind 
to  the  peace  between,  England  and  Holland,  yet  none 
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of  them  defired  it  with  France.  This  made  both  the 
Dutch  and  the  Spaniards  fet  on  foot  all  the  engines 
they  could,  to  engage  his  majefty  in  fome  treaty  of  a 
Separate  peace  •,  to  which  the  necefTity  of  his  affairs, 
the  humour  of  his  people,  and  the  inftances  of  his  par- 
liament, at  laft  determined  him,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1673. 

Upon  the  firft  meeting  of  the  parliament,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  to  ingratiate  himfeif  with  the  houfe  of 
commons  (whole  ill  humour  began  to  appear  againfl 
thofe  they  efteemed  the  chief  authors  of  the  war)  had 
defired  leave  of  that  houfe,  that  he  might  be  heard 
there  in  his  ov/n  defence  upon  that  fubjecl:.  In  his 
fpeech,  among;  many  endeavours  to  throw  the  odium 
of  the  war  from  himfeif  upon  my  lord  Arlington,  he 
defired  that  lord  might  be  aP^ed,  who  was  the  author 
of  the  triple  alliance  ?  as  if  he  underftood  himfeif  to 
be  fo.  The  lord  Arlington  coming  afterwards  upon 
the  like  defire  into  the  fame  houfe  of  commons,  and 
anfwering  fome  parts  of  the  duke's  fpeech-,  when  he 
■  came  to  that  particular,  he  told  them  he  could  eafily 
anfvver  that  queftion  of  the  duke's,  by  telling  them  that 
the  author  of  that  alliance  was  Sir  William  Temple. 
This,  I  fuppofe,  gave  the  occafion  for  reflexions  upon 
what  had  pafTed  in  the  courfe  of  my  former  embattles 
in  Holland  and  at  Aix  •,  and  his  majefty,  and  his  mi- 
nifters,  the  refolution  to  fend  for  me  out  of  my  private 
retreat,  where  I  had  pafTed  two  years  (as  I  intended  to 
do  the  reft  of  my  life)  and  to  engage  me  in  going 
over  into  Holland,  to  make  the  feparate  peace  with 
that  State. 

Upon  the  2d  of  February  1673-4,  his  majefty  re- 
ceived the  certain  advice  of  the  States  having  pafTed  a 
refolution,  that  the  charges  and  dignities  pofTefTed  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  his  anceftors,  fhould  become 
hereditary  to  his  children  :  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
alfo  received  a  letter  from  the  States,  with  the  defire 
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of  paflports  for  the  ambafiadors,  whom  they  refolved 
to  fend  to  his  majefty  with  inftrudtions  and  powers  to 
treat  and  conclude  a  peace;  and  in  the  mean  time  they 
offered  a  fufpenfion  of  arms.    This  offer  coming  upon 
the  neck  of  the  parliament's  advice  to  his  majefty  to 
enter  into  treaty  with  the  Spanifh  arnbaffador  upon  the 
propofitions  he  had  advanced,  and  which  the  king  had. 
ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  parliament*  it  was  not  believed 
by  the  minifters  that  a  treaty  could  be  refufed,  with- 
out drawing  too  much  odium  upon  themfelvcs,  and  re- 
flexion upon  the  government :  on  the  other  fide,  it  was 
fufpected  what  practices  might  be  fet  on  foot  by  Dutch 
ambafladors,    upon    the  general  difcontent  reigning 
againft  the  prefent  war.     Therefore,  that  very  after- 
noon, a  refolution  was  taken  at  the  private  junto,  to 
fend  rather,  than  to  receive,  an  embafiy  upon  this  fub- 
ject  5  and  that  I  mould  be  the  perfon  employed.  Two 
gentlemen  were  fent  to  my  houfe  within  half  an  hour 
of  one  another,  from  the  earl  of  Danby  then  lord 
treafurer,  and  the  earl  of  Arlington  firft  fecretary  of 
ftate,  to  order  my  attendance  upon  his  majefty.     My 
lord  Arlington  told  me,  he  would  not  pretend  the 
merit  of  having  named  me  upon  this  occafion,  nof 
could  he  well  tell  whether  the  king  or   lord    trea- 
furer did  it  firft ;  but  that  the  whole  committee  had 
joined  in  it :  and  concluded,  that  fince  the  peace  was 
to  be  made,  there  was  no  other  perfon  to  be  thought 
of  for  it,  and  accordingly  the  king  gave  me  his  com- 
mands, with  many  expreflions  of  kindnefs  and  confi- 
dence, to  prepare  for  my  journey  •,  and  the  fecretary 
to  draw  up  my  inftructions.     I  told  the  king  I  would 
obey  him,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  to  fee 
his  majefty  returning  to  the  meafures  upon  which  I 
had  formerly  ferved  him  ;  but,  that  I  might  do  it  the 
better,  I  begged  of  him  that  I  might  go  over  without 
the  character  of  ambaffador,  which  would  delay  or 
embarrafs  me  with  preparations  of  equipage,  and  with 
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ceremonies  there,  that  were  unnecefTary  to  fo  fuciden 
a  difpatch.  His  majefty  thought  what  I  faid  very 
pertinent,  and  fo  ordered  that  I  fhould  go  only  as  ple- 
nipotentiary; but  that  I  (hould  have  in  all  kinds  the 
appointment  of  ambaflador,  and  that  I  fhould  take 
upon  me  the  character  too  when  the  I peace  was  con- 
cluded. 

Within  three  days  I  was  ready  ;  and,  the  morning 
my  difpatches  were  fo  too,  the  marquis  of  FrezrKv 
Spanilh  ambaffador,  fent  my  lord  Arlington  word 
(while!  was  with" him)  that  he  had  received  full  power 
from  the  States  to  treat  and  conclude  a  peace,  and  was 
ready  to  enter  upon  it  whenever  his  majefty  pleated. 
My  lord  Arlington,  furprifed,  was  at  firft  of  opinion 
the  king  fhould  go  on  in  his  own  way,  and  I  my  jour- 
ney, and  give  the  Spaniards  no  part  in  the  affair :  I  was 
of  another  mind,  and  that  befides  the  point  of  honour, 
which  was  clear  in  having  the  peace  made  rather  at  Lon- 
don than  the  Hague,  I  thought  that  of  interefl  might 
be  the  better  purfued  when  we  were  fought  to  by  ihe 
States,  than  when  we  fought  to  them :  befides,  I  be- 
lieved the  Spaniard  would  play  us  fair  in  a  game  that 
he  thought  fo  much  his  own,  and  not  fuffer  the  Dutch 
to  flop  at  any  fmall  points,  efpecially  thofe  of  honour; 
whereas  that  of  the  flag  (though  fuch)  was  one  his 
majefty  ought  to  lay  moft  to  heart.  My  lord  Arling- 
ton, after  fome  debate,  agreed  with  me,  and  defired 
me  to  go  immediately  and  acquaint  the  king  with  this 
new  and  unexpected  incident,  who  was  then  at  the  houfe 
of  lords.  The  king  feemed  pleafed  with  the  change, 
and  told  me,  that,  lince  I  did  not  treat  it  at  the  Hague, 
I  fhould  however  at  London  •,  and  bid  me  go  and  ac- 
quaint the  marquis  of  Frezno  with  his  refolution,  that, 
if  he  and  I  could  agree  upon  the  terms,  the  thing 
fhould  foon  be  done. 

The  terms  to  be  infilled  on  were  foon  agreed  by  his 
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majefty  at  the  foreign  committee,  which  was  compo- 
fed  of  the  lord  chancellor  Finch,  the  lord  treasu- 
rer, the  lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Henry  Coventry  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  with  whom  his  majefty  ordered  my  at- 
tendance upon  this  affair.  When  I  was  inftru&ed  of 
his  majefty's  pleafure,  I  went  to  the  marquis  of  Frez- 
no,  and  at  three  meetings  I  concluded  the  whole  trea- 
ty, with  fatisfaction  to  his  majefty,  and  tranfport  to 
the  marquis,  upon  fo  great  an  honour  as  he  thought 
it  to  himfelf,  and  the  fortunes  he  expected  upon  it 
from  his  mailer.  The  articles,  being  public,  need  no 
place  here.  The  two  points  of  greateft  difficulty  were 
that  of  the  flag,  and  the  recalling  all  Englifh  troops  out 
of  the  French  fervice.  This  laft  was  compoied  by  pri- 
vate engagements  to  fuffer  thofe  that  were  there  to  wear 
out  without  any  recruits,  and  to  permit  no  new  ones 
to  go  over  ^  but  at  the  fame  time  to  give  leave  for 
fuch  levies  as  the  State  fhould  think  fit  to  make  in  his 
majefty's  dominions,  both  of  Englifh  and  Scots  regi- 
ments. The  other  of  the  flag  was  carried  to  all  the 
height  his  majefty  could  wifh  •,  and  thereby  a  claim 
of  the  crown,  the  acknowledgment  of  its  dominion 
in  the  narrow  feas,  allowed  by  treaty  from  the  moft 
powerful  of  our  neighbours  at  fea,  which  had  never 
yet  been  yielded  to  by  the  weakeft  of  them,  that  I  re- 
member, in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  pretence  ;  and 
had  ferved  hitherto  but  for  an  occafion  of  quarrel, 
whenever  we  or  they  had  a  mind  to  it,  upon  other 
reafons  or  conjectures.  Nothing,  I  confefs,  had  ever 
given  me  a  greater  pleafure,  in  the  greateft  public  af- 
fairs I  had  run  through,  than  this  fuccefs ;  as  having 
been  a  point  I  ever  had  at  heart,  and  in  my  endea- 
vours to  gain  upon  my  firft  negotiations  in  Holland  ; 
but  found  monfieur  de  Witt  ever  inflexible,  though  he 
agreed  with  me  that  it  would  be  a  rock  upon  which 
our  lirmeft  alliances  would  be  in  danerer  to  ftrike  and 
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to  fplit,  whenever  other  circumftances  fell  in  to  make 
either  of  the  parties  content  to  alter  the  meafures  we 
had  entered  into  upon  the  triple  alliance.     The  fum  of 
money  given  his  majefty  by  the  States,  though  it  was 
not  confiderable  in  itfelf,  and  lefs  to  the  king,  by  the 
greater!  part  of  it  being  applied  to  the  prince  of  O- 
range's  fatisfaclion  for  his  mother's  portion  that  had 
never  been  paid  -,  yet  it  gave  the  king  the  whole  ho- 
nour of  the  peace,  as  the  fum  given  by  the  parliament 
upon  it  and  the  general  fatisfaclion  of  his  people  made 
the  eafe  of  it.     And  thus  happily  ended  our  part  of 
a  war  fo  fatal  to  the  reft  of  Chriftendom  in  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  which  no  man  perhaps  now  alive  will 
fee  the  end  of ;  and  had  been  begun  and  carried  on 
as  far  as  it  would  go,  under  the  miniftry  of  five  men 
who  were  ufually  called  the  Cabal,  a  word  unluckily 
falling  out  of  the  five  firft  letters  of  their  names,  that 
is,  Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  Afhley,  and  Lau- 
derdale. But  though  the  counfels  and  conduct  of  thefe 
men  had  begun  the  war  with  two  unufual  drains  to  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet, 
and  flopping  of  the  Bank  ;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed  them 
to  have  fucceeded  well  in  the  honours  they  propofed 
to  themfelves  :   Clifford  having  gained  by  it  the  place 
of  high  treafurer,  and  title  of  a  baron  ;  Afhley  the  chan- 
cellor's place,  and  an  earldom  ;  Arlington  an  earldom 
with  the  garter,  and  Lauderdale  a  dukedom  with  the 
garter.  The  duke  of  Buckingham,  being  already  pof- 
feffed  of  all  the  honours  the  crown  could  give  of  that 
kind,  contented  himfelf  to  make  no  better  a  bargain 
in  this   matter  than  he  uied  to  do  in  all  others  that 
concerned  him  ;    and  fo  pretended  no  further  than 
commands  in  the  army.     And  thus,  inftead  of  mak- 
ing fo  great  a  king,   as  they  pretended  by  this  Dutch 
war  and  French  alliance,  they  had  the  honour  of  mak- 
ing only  four  great  fubjects. 

After  the  peace  was  made,  his.majefty's  firft  care 
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was  to  foften  the  ftroke  as  much  as  he  could  towards 
France  ;  which  was  done  by  reprefenting  the  necefllties 
of  it  (that  needed  no  falie  colours)  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  offer  his  mediation  between  the  parties  remain- 
ing ftill  in  the  war,  in  cafe  France  either  defired  or  ac- 
cepted it  j  which  took  up  fome  time  to  determine.  In 
the  mean  while  I  continued  in  the  pofture  and  thoughts 
of  the  private  man  I  was  before  this  revolution,  till 
about  a  week  after  the  whole  conclufion  of  it,  when  my 
lord  Arlington  told  me  how  kindly  the  king  took  of 
me  both  the  readinefs  I  had  exprefied  to  go  over  into 
Holland,  and  the  eafinefs  I  {hewed  upon  the  failing  of 
that  commiflion,  as  well  as  the  pains  and  fucceis  in  the 
treaty  with  the  Spanifh  ambaffador ;  and,  not  know- 
ing any  thing  better  he  had  to  give  me,  he  was  refolv- 
ed  to  fend  me  ambaffador  extraordinary  into  Spain  ; 
and  to  that  purpofe  immediately  to  recall  Sir  William 
Godolphin,  the  ordinary  ambaflador  there,  for  many 
reafons  that,  he  faid,  made  it  necefifary  in  this  conjunc- 
ture. 

I  acknowledged  the  honour  his  majefty  intended 
me,  but  defired  time  to  give  my  anfwer  till  I  had  con- 
fulted  my  father  upon  it,  who  was  then  in  Ireland,  but 
in  the  intention  of  coming  fuddenly  over  ;  however, 
in  a  month  I  undertook  to  refolve.  My  lord  Arling- 
ton told  me  he  did  not  expect  any  demur  upon  fuch 
an  offer,  which  he  took  to  be  of  the  beft  employment 
the  king  had  to  give,  and  therefore  he  had  already  ac- 
quainted theSpanifh  ambaffador  with  it,  who  received 
it  with  great  joy,  and  refolved  immediately  to  give 
part  of  it  to  the  court  of  Madrid  ;  which  he  was  lure 
was  already  done,  and  therefore  he  would  reckon  up- 
on it  as  a  thing  concluded  -,  though,  for  the  good 
grace  of  it  to  my  father,  he  undertook  the  king  would 
give  me  the  time  1  afked  to  refolve.  When  I  writ  to 
my  father  upon  this  fubject,  he  was  fo  violent  againft 
my  charging   myfelf  with  this  embafly,  that  I  could 
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13 ot  find  any  temper  to  fatisfy  him,  and  upon  it  was 
forced  to  make  my  excufes  to  the  king.  When  I  did 
ib  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  allure  me  he  did  not  at 
all  take  it  ill  of  me,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  in- 
tended me  a  better  employment :  that  he  was  at  pre- 
sent engaged  for  the  fecretary's  place,  upon  my  lord 
Arlington's  removal  to  chamberlain  ;  but  that  he  re- 
folved  the  next  removal  mould  be  to  make  room  for 
me.  This  1 1<  Id  my  lord  Arlington  •,  who  prefently  faid, 
that  he  believed  I  could  not  refufe  the  Spanifh  embalTy, 
but  upon  defign  of  the  fecretary's  place  -,  and  fince  I 
defired  it,  and  the  king  fell  into  it  of  himfelf,  he 
would  play  the  eafieft  part  in  it  that  he  could.  He 
was  indeed  agreed  with  Sir  Jofeph  William fon  for  6000/. 
and  the  king  had  contented  that  he  fliould  enter  upon 
it  at  his  return  from  Cologne,  which  was  every  day  ex- 
pected ;  but  yet  he  made  fuch  a  difference  between  the 
perfons,  that  he  would  find  fome  way  to  avoid  it  in 
cafe  I  would  lay  down  the  6000/.  I  alTured  his  lord- 
ihip  I  had  no  fuch  defign,  nor  fuch  a  furn  of  money 
to  lay  down  while  my  father  enjoyed  the  eftate  of  the 
family  :  that,  if  I  had,  I  fhould  be  very  unwilling  to 
puriue  it  fo  far  as  to  give  his  lordlliip  any  ftrain  in  a 
matter  already  promifed  and  concluded  :  and  therefore 
defired  him  to  think  no  further  of  it.  But  he  was  not  of 
opinion  I  could  flick  at  any  thing  but  the  money,  and 
acquainted  Mr.  Montague  and  Mr.  Sidney,  who  were 
friends  to  us  both,  with  this  tranfaclion,  and  fet  them 
upon  me  to  bring  it  to  an  ifiue  before  the  other  came 
over  :  they  both  endeavoured  it  with  great  inftances, 
and  Mr.  Montague  was  fo  kind  as  to  offer  to  lend  me 
the  money,  but  I  was  pofitive  in  refufing  it ;  yet  at 
the  fame  time  I  told  my  lord  Arlington,  that,  not  to 
fecm  humorous  in  declining  the  offers  he  had  made 
me  from  the  king  or  from  himfelf,  I  was  content  they 
mould  both  know,  that,  if  his  majelty  had  occafi- 
on  to  fend  an  embalTy  into  Holland  upon  the  peace,  I 
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would  very  willingly  ferve  him  there,  where  I  knew 
the  fcene  ib  well.  So  that  matter  flept  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

In  the  mean  while  France  had  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cept and  approve  the  king's  offer  of  mediation,  that 
of  Sweden  being  ended  by  the  alTembly  at  Cologne 
breaking  up  in  expofculations  and  quarrels  upon  the 
emperor's  ieizing  the  peribn  of  prince  William  of 
Furilemburg,  a  fubjecl:  of  the  Empire,  but  an  inftru- 
ment  of  France,  as  his  brother  the  biihop  of  Straf- 
burg,  had  been  in  all  the  late  defigns  and  inva- 
fions  of  that  crown  upon  their  neighbours.  The  king 
told  me,  that  being  refolved  to  offer  his  mediation 
to  all  the  confederates,  as  he  had  done  already  to 
France,  and  finding  I  had  no  mind  to  engage  in  either 
of  thefe  employments  which  had  of  late  been  offered 
me,  he  was  refolved  to  fend  me  ambaffador- extraor- 
dinary into  Holland,  to  offer  his  mediation  there,  as 
the  fcene  of  the  confederates  common  counfels,  and 
by  their  means  to  endeavour  the  acceptance  of  it  by 
the  reft  of  the  princes  concerned  in  the  war  :  that  I 
knew  the  place  and  perfons  better  than  any  man,  and 
could  do  him  more  fervice,  both  in  this,  and  conti- 
nuing all  good  correfpondency  between  him  and  the 
States,  which  he  was  refolved  to  pre  ferve  :  that  1 
fhould  have  the  character  of  ambafiador-extraordi- 
nary,  and  the  fame  allowance  I  fhould  have  had  in 
Spain.  Upon  this  offer  I  made  no  demur,  but  imme- 
diately accepted  it,  and  io  my  embafly  was  declared  in 
May  1674. 

But,  to  make  way  to  my  entering  upon  this  great 
fcene,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  deduce,  in  fhort,  the 
courle  of  affairs  abroad,  from  the  firfi  period  of  the 
prefent  war,  to  this  fecond  of  his  majefty's  feparate 
peace  with  Holland,  and  the  feveral  difpofitions  among 
the  parties  that  were  likely  to  facilitate,  or  to  crofs, 
the  defvgn  of  the  king's  intended  mediation. 

No 
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No  clap  of  thunder  in  a  fair  frolty  day  could 
more  aflonifh  the  world,  than  our  declaration  of  war 
againft  Holland  in  1672,  firft  by  matter  of  fact,  in  fal- 
ling upon  their  Smyrna  fleet  •,  and  in  confequence  of 
that  (however  it  failed)  by  a  formal  declaration,  in 
which  we  gave  reaions  for  our  quarrel,  while  France 
contented  themielves  to  give  no.  other  for  their  part  of 
it,  than  only  the  glory  of  that  king.  The  Dutch 
could  never  be  poflefTed  with  a  belief  that  we  were  in 
earned  till  the  blow  was  given  \  but  thought  our  un- 
kindnefs  and  expoftulations  of  late,  would  end  at  laft 
either  in  demands  of  money,  or  the  prince  of  Orange's 
reflitution  to  the  authority  of  his  anceft^rs.  The 
princes  concerned  in  their  fafety  could  not  believe,  that 
after  having  faved  Flanders  out  of  the  hands  of  France, 
we  would  fuffer  Holland  to  fail  into  the  fame  danger  -, 
and  my  lord  Arlington  told  me  at  that  time,  that 
the  court  of  France  did  not  believe  it  themielves  till 
the  blow  was  flruck  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet ; 
but  then  they  immediately  fet  out  their  declaration, 
and  began  their  invafion.  This  furprife  made  way 
for  their  prodigious  fucceiTes.  The  Dutch  had  made 
no  provifion  for  their  defence  either  at  home  or 
abroad  ;  and  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Sweden  flood  at 
a  gaze  upon  the  opening  of  the  war,  not  knowing 
upon  what  concerts  between  us  and  France  it  was  be- 
gun, nor  how  far  we  would  fuffer  it  to  go  on  upon 
the  French  conquefts.  Befides,  the  animoftties  of  the 
parties  in  Holland,  long  fupprelTed  under  the  new  con- 
stitution and  De  Witt's  miniftry,  began  to  flame  again 
upon  this  misfortune  of  their  State.  The  prince's 
friends  talked  loud  and  boldly,  that  there  was  no  way 
to  fatisfy  England,  but  refr.cring  the  prince  \  and  that 
the  bafenefs  and  cowardice  of  their  troops  were  the  ef- 
fects of  turning  out  all  officers  of  worth  and  bravery 
for  their  inclinations  to  the  prince,  and  mean  fellows 
brought  in,  for  no  other  defert  than  their  enmity  de- 
clared 
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clared  to  the  houfe  of  Orange.  Upon  this  all  men  ex- 
pected a  fudden  change  ;  the  States  were  in  diforder, 
and  irrefolute  what  to  do ;  the  troops  were  without 
a  general,  and,  which  is  worfe,  without  heart ;  and 
though  De  Ruiter,  by  admirable  conduct,  kept  the  in- 
fection of  thefe  evils  out  of  his  fleet,  which  was  our 
part  to  deal  with  \  yet  fadlion,  diftruft,  fedition  and 
diffraction  made  fuch  entrances  upon  the  State  and  the 
army,  when  the  French  troops  firft  invaded  them,  that 
of  all  the  towns  and  fortreffes  on  the  German  fide  (held 
impregnable  in  all  their  former  wars)  not  one  befides 
Maeftricht  made  anyfhew  of  refiftance,  and  the  French 
became  immediately  matters  of  all  the  inland  parts  of 
the  provinces,  in  as  little  time  as  travellers  ufually  em- 
ploy to  fee  and  confider  them.  Maeftricht  was  taken 
after  a  fhort  fiege,  as  Schenck-fconce,  by  the  help  of 
ah  extreme  dry  feafon  that  made  rivers  fordable  where 
they  had  never  been  efteemed  fo  before.  The  king 
of  France  marched  as  far  as  Utrecht,  where  he  fixed 
his  camp  and  his  court,  and  from  thence  began  to  con- 
fider of  the  ways  how  to  poflfefs  himfelf  of  the  reft, 
that  was  defended  only  by  their  fituation  upon  fome 
flat  lands,  which,  as  they  had,  by  infinite  labour  in 
canals  and  digues,  been  either  gained  or  preferved 
from  inundations,  fo  they  were  fubjed  to  them  up- 
on opening  the  fluices,  whenever  the  Dutch  found  no 
other  way  of  faving  their  country  but  by  lofing  it.  This, 
at  leaft,  was  generally  believed  in  the  French  camp 
and  court,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  was  the  prefervation 
of  the  State ;  for  that  king,  unwilling  to  venture  the 
honour  and  advantage  of  fuch  conquefts  as  he  had 
made  that  dimmer,  upon  the  hazards  of  a  new  fort 
of  war  with  a  mercilefs  element,  where  neither  conduct 
nor  courage  were  of  ufe,  refolved  to  leave  the  reft  to 
practices  of  peace  with  the  States,  upon  the  advan- 
tage of  the  terms  he  ftood  in,  and  the  fmall  diftance 
of  place  between  them  -7  or,  if  thefe  Ihouki  not  fuc- 
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ceed,  then  he  trufted  to  the  frofts  of  the  following 
winter  which  feldom  fail  in  that  country  to  make  all 
pafTable  and  fafe  for  troops  and  carriages  themfelves, 
that  in  fummer  would  be  impafTable,  either  from  the 
waters,  or  the  depth  of  foil. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  State  and  the  government 
of  Holland  took  a  new  form,  and  with  it  a  new  heart. 
Monfieur  De  Witt  and  his  brother  had  been  maiTacred 
by  the  fudden  fury  of  the  people  at  the  Hague,  and 
by  the  fate  of  minifters  that  govern  by  a  party  or  fac- 
tion, who  are  ufually  facrificed  to  the  firft  great  mis- 
fortunes abroad  that  fall  in  to  aggravate  or  inflame 
the  general  difcontents  at  home.  The  -fact  and  the 
manner  having  been  very  unufual,  may  be  the  fubjecl 
of  others  inquiry,  as  ic  was  of  mine,  which  gave  me 
this  account :  The  Ruart  of  Putten,  elded  brother  to 
monfieur  De  Witt,  had  been  accufed  of  a  defign  upon 
the  prince's  life,  and  of  endeavouring  by  money  to  en- 
gage one  of  h,s  highnefs's  domeftics  in  that  attempt  -9 
but  no  other  witneis  appearing,  he  was  fentenced  only 
to  be  banifhed  •,  at  which  the  people  fhewed  great  dif- 
fatisfaction,  being  poflefTed  with  an  opinion  of  his 
guilt.  The  morning  he  was  to  come  out  of  prifon, 
monfieur  De  Witt  (againfl  the  opinion  of  his  friends) 
would  needs  go  himfelf  to  bring  him  out  with  more 
honour,  and  carry  him  out  of  town  ;  and  to  that  pur- 
pofe  went  with  his  coach  and  four  horfes  to  the  court. 
This  being  not  urual  to.  this  minifler,  made  the  people 
take  more  notice  of  it,  and  gather  together  tumultu- 
oufly,  firft  in  the  ftreets  where  he  pafTed,  and  then 
about  the  court  where  the  prifoner  was  kept.  Some 
of  the  trained-bands  of  the  Plague  that  were  upon  the 
guard  mingled  among  them,  and  began  to  rail  aloud 
againfl  the  judgment  of  the  court,  the  crime  of  one 
brother,  and  the  infojence  of  the  other,  who  pretended 
(as  they  laid)  to; carry  him  away  in  triumph.  In  the 
mid  ft  of ^  tliis.  heat  and  pafiion,  raifed  by  thefe  kind  of 
.  Yoh.  if.  '  S  difcourfes 
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difcourfes  among  the  populace,  the  two  brothers  came 
out ;  fome  of  the  trained-bands  flopped  them,  began 
to  treat  them  at  firft  with  ill  language,  and  from 
words  fell  to  blows  •,  upon  which  monfieur  De  Witt, 
forefeeing  how  the  tragedy  would  end,  took  his  bro- 
ther by  the  hand,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  knocked 
down  with  the  bur-end  of  a  mufket.  They  were  both 
prelently  laid  dead  upon  the  place,  then  dragged  about 
the  town  by  the  fury  of  the  people,  and  torn  in  pieces* 
Thus  ended  one  of  the  greater!  lives  of  any  fubject 
in  our  age,  about  the  47th  year  of  his  own  •,  after  hav- 
ing ferved,  or  rather  adminiflred,  that  State,  as  Pen- 
fioner  of  Holland,  for  about  eighteen  years,  with  great 
honour  to  his  country  and  himfelf.  After  the  death 
of  thefe  brothers,  the  provinces  and  towns  ran  with 
unanimous  voices  into  public  demands  of  the  prince's 
being  reftored  to  the  authority  of  his  anceftors.  The 
States  had,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  declared 
him  captain-general  and  admiral  of  their  forces,  which 
was  no  more  than  De  Witt  had  always  profeiTed  was 
defigned  for  him  when  he  fnould  be  of  age  •,  but 
this  was  found  neither  to  have  fatisfied  England,  nor 
the  prince's  party  at  home ;  and  therefore  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  agreed  in  thofe  acts  that  were  thought 
neceffary  to  a  full  reflitution  of  his  highnefs,  now  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  the  office  and  power  of 
Stadtholder,  with  all  advantages,  and  even  fome  more 
than  thofe  which  had  been  exercifed  by  his  anceftors. 
At  the  fame  time  monfieur  Fagel  was  introduced  in- 
to monfieur  De  Witt's  place,  of  Penfioner  of  Holland, 
whofe  love  to  his  country  made  him  a  lover  of  the 
prince,  as  believing  it  could  not  be  faved  by  any  other 
hand,  and  whole  zeal  to  his  own  religion  made  him 
an  enemy  irreconcileable  to  France,  whofe  profeffions 
'as  well  as  defigns  were  to  deftroy  it. 

This  revolution  as  it  calmed  all  at  home,  fo    it 
made  the  firil  appearance  of  defending  what  was  left 
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of  the  country :  the  State  grew  united,  the  army  in 
heart,  and  foreign  princes  began  -to  take  confidence 
in  the  honour  and  conftancyof  the  young  prince,  which 
they  had  in  a  manner  wholly  loft  upon  the  divifions 
and  misfortunes  of  the  State.     The  French  themfelves 
turned  all  their  applications  and  practices  the  fame 
way,  and  made  the  prince  all  the  offers  that  could  be 
of  honour  and  advantages   to  his  perfon  and  family, 
provided  he  would  be    contented   to  depend  upon 
them.     The  bait  they  thought  could  not  fail  of  being 
iwallowed,  and  about  which  moft  artifice  was  employ- 
ed,  was  the  propolal  of  making  the  prince  fovereign. 
of  the  provinces,  under  the  protection  of  England  anci 
France.     And,  to  fay  truth,  at  a  time  when  fo  little 
of  the  provinces    was  left,  and  what  remained  was 
under  water,  and  in  fo  imminent  danger  upon  the  firft 
frofls  of  the  winter  ;  this  feemed  a  lure  to  which  a 
meaner  foul  than  that  of  this  prince  might  very  well 
fcoop.     But  his  was  above  it,  and  his  anfwers  always 
firm,  that  he  never  would  betray  a  truft  that  was  given 
him,  nor  ever  fell  the  liberties  of  his  country  that  his 
anceftors  had  fo  long  defended.  Yet  the  game  he  play- 
ed was  then  thought  fo  defperate,  that  one  of  his  nearefl 
fervants  told  me  he  had  long  expoftulated  it  with  his 
mailer  •,  and  afked  him  at  laft,  how  he  pretended  to 
live  after  Holland  was  loft  ?  and  whether  he  had  thought 
fo  far  ?  The  prince  told  him  he  had  ;  and  that  he  was 
refolved  to  live  upon  the  lands  he  had  left  in  Germany; 
and  that  he  had  rather  pafs  his  life  in  hunting  there, 
than  fell  his  country  or  his  liberty  to  France  at  any 
price.     1   will  fay  nothing  of  the  embafiy  fent  at  this 
time  by  his  majefty  to  the  French  king  at  Utrecht, 
where  the  three  ambafladors,  duke  of  Buckingham, 
lord  Arlington,   and  lord  Hallifax,  found  him  in  his 
higheft  exaltation,  for  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  what 
the  true  ends  or  fubjectof  it  was.     The  common  be- 
lief in  England  and  jrlolland  made  it  to  be  our  jealoufy 
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of  the  French  conquefts  going  fo  faft,  whilft  ours 
were  fo  lame  ,  and  great  hopes  were  railed  in  Holland, 
that  it  was  to  flop  their  courfe  or  extent  ,  but  thefe 
were  icon  dallied  by  the  return  of  the  ambaifadors, 
after  having  renewed  and  fattened  the  meafures  for- 
merly taken  between  the  two  crowns.  And  the  am- 
bafladbrs  were  indeed  content,  as  they  patted  through 
Holland*  that  the  firft  mould  be  thought ;  which  gave 
occafion  for  a  very  good  repartee  of  the  princefs 
dowager  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  vifited  her 
as  they  patted  through  the  Hague;  and  talking  much 
of  their  being  good  Hollanders,  fhe  told  him,  that 
was  more  than  they  afked,  which  was  only  that  they 
fnould  be  good  Englifhmen  •,  he  attured  her  they  were 
not  only  fo,  but  good  Dutchmen  too,  that  indeed  they 
did  not  ufe  Holland  like  a  mittrefs,  but  they  loved  her 
like  a  wife  :  to  which  fhe  replied  Vrayment^  je  croy 
que  vqus  nous  aimez  comme  vous  aimez  la  voire  ,  [Truly , 
/  believe  you  leve  us  as  you  love  )  our  own  wife.] 

When  France  had  loft  all  hopes  of  making  the 
prince  of  Orange's  conttancy,  they  bent  all  their  thoughts 
upon  fubduing  and  ruining  the  remainder  of  the  coun- 
try. They  had  advanced  as  far  as  Woerden,  and  from 
thence  they  made  their  ravages  within  two  or  three 
leagues  of  Leyden,  with  more  violences  and  cruelties 
than  would  have  been  prudent,  if  they  had  hoped  to 
reclaim  the  prince  or  States  from  the  obftinacy  of 
their  defence.  The  prince  incamped  his  army  near 
Bodegrave,  between  Leyden  and  Woerden,  and  there 
made  fuch  a  ftand  with  a  handful  of  men,  as  the 
French  could  never  force.  The  winter  proved  not  fa- 
vourable to  their  hopes  and  deiigns,  and  fome  promi- 
fes  of  froft  inveigled  them  into  marches  that  proved 
almoft  fatal  to  them  by  a  fudden  thaw.  This  fright- 
ed them  into  cautions,  perhaps  more  than  were  necef- 
fary,  and  gave  the  prince  and  States  leifure  to  take 
their  meafures  for  a  following  campaign,  with  the  em- 
5  peror, 
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peror,  Spain,  and  the  dukes  of  Brandenburgh  and  Lun- 
enburgh,  which  proved  adiverfiontothe  arms  of  France, 
and  turned  part  of  them  upon  Germany  and  Flanders, 
fo  as  to  give  over  the  progrei's  any  further  in  Holland. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  winter,  the  prince,  after  hav- 
ing taken  Naerden,  three  leagues  from  Amsterdam,  in 
fpite  of  all  refiftance  and  opposition  from  either  the 
French  or  the  feafon,  refolved,  like  another  young 
Scipio,  to  fave  his  country  by  abandoning  it  :  and  to 
avoid  fo  many  fieges,  as  all  the  towns  they  had  loft 
would  cod  to  recover  •,  he  contented  himfelf  to  leave 
the  chief  pods  guarded  with  a  part  of  the  army,  and 
with  the  reft  marched  into  Germany,  joined  part  of 
the  confederate  troops,  beileged  Bonne,  which  had 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  France  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  wherein  the  elector  of  Cologne  and  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Munfter  had  entered  jointly  with  France.  The 
boldnefs  of  this  action  amazed  all  men,  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  extolled  the  prudence  as  well  as  the  bravery  of  it; 
for  the  prince  took  Bonne,  and  by  it  opened  a  pafTage. 
for  the  German  forces  over  the  Rhine,  and  fo  into  Flan- 
ders ;  and  gave  fuch  a  damp  to  the  defigns  and  enter- 
prifes  of  France,  that  they  immediately  abandoned 
all  their  conquefts  upon  Holland  in  lefs  time  than  they 
made  them,  retaining  only  Maeftricht  and  the  Grave  of 
all  they  had  porTefTed  belonging  to  this  State. 

In  this  pofture  ftood  affairs  abroad  when  the  peace 
of  England  was  made  in  February  1673-4  \  upon  ths 
ftrength  and  heart  whereof  the  prince  of  Orange  con- 
certed  with  the  German  and  Spanifh  troops  to  begin  an 
offenfive  war,  and,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  above 
forty  thoufand  men,  to  march  into  France. 

The  French  began  now  to  wifh  the  war  well  ended, 
and  were  very  glad  to  accept  his  majefly's  mediation. 
The  king  was  defirous  to  make  France  feme  amends 
for  abandoning  the  party,  and  making  a  feparate  peace. 
Some  of  his  mjnifters  forefaw  he  would  be  arbiter  of 
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the  peace  by  being  mediator,  and  that  he  might  hin- 
der any  feparate  treaties  by  mediating  a  general  one, 
a.nd  might  reftore  peace  to  Chriftendom  whenever  he 
thought  fit,  and  upon  what  conditions  he  thought  fafe 
and  juft. 

The  only  difficulties  that  appeared  in  this  affair, 
were  what  the  confederates  were  like  to  make  in  ac- 
cepting the  king's  mediation,  whofe  late  engagements 
with  France  had  made,  him  thought  very  partial  on 
that  fide.  And  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  finding  that 
crown  now  abandoned  by  England,  had  too  greedily 
fwallowed  the  hopes  of  a  revenge  upon  them,  to  de- 
fire  any  fudden  treaty,  till  the  fucceffes  they  expected 
in  the  war  might  at  leaft  make  way  for  reducing  France 
to  the  terms  of  that  of  the  Pyrenees.  This,  I  fuppofe, 
gave  fome  occafion  for  my  being  again  defigned  for 
this  embafiy,  being  thought  to  have  fome  credit  with 
Spain  as  well  as  Holland,  from  the  negotiations  I  had 
formerly  run  through  at  the  Hague,  Br uflels,  andAix  la 
Chapelle,  by  which  the  remaining  parts  of  Flanders 
had  been  faved  out  of  the  hands  of  France  in  the  year 
1668. 

But  having  often  reflected  upon  the  unhappy  iffue 
of  my  lafl  public  employments,  and  the  fatal  turn  of 
counfeis  in  our  court  that  had  occafioned  it  againft  fo 
many  wifer  men's  opinions,  as  well  as  my  own ;  I  re- 
folved,  before  I  went  this  journey,  to  know  the  ground 
upon  which  I  flood,  as  well  as  I  could,  and  to  found 
it,  by  finding  out  what  I  was  able  of  the  king's  true 
fentiments  and  difpofitions,  as  to  the  meafures  he  had 
now  taken,  or  rather  renewed,  and  truft  no  more  to 
thofe  of  his  miniflers,  who  had  deceived  either  me  or 
themfelves.  Therefore,  at  a  long  audience  in  his  clo- 
fet,  I  took  occafion  to  reflect  upon  the  late  counfeis, 
and  miniftry  of  the  late  cabal;  how  ill  his  majefty 
had  been  advifed  to  break  meafures  and  treaties  fo- 
kmnly  taken  and  agreed  ;  h  ;w  ill  he  had  been  ferved, 
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and  how  ill  fucceeded,  by  the  violent  humour  of  the 
nation  breaking  out  againft  iiich  proceedings,  and  by 
the  jealoufies  they  had  raifed  againft  the  crown.     The 
king  faid,  'Twas  true,  he  had  fucceeded  ill  j  but,  if 
he  had  been  well  ferved,  he  might  have  made  a  good 
bufinefs  enough  of  it ;  and  fo  went  on  a  good  deal  to 
juftify  what  was  pail.     I  was  forry  to  find  fuch  a  pre- 
fage  of  what  might  again  return  from  fuch  a  courfe 
of  thought  in  the  king,  and  fo  went  to  the  bottom  of 
that  matter.    I  fhewed  how  difficult,  if  not  impoffible, 
it  was,  to  {ct  up  here  the  fame  religion  or  government 
that  was  in  France ;  that  the  univerial  bent  of  the 
nation  was  againft  both  ♦,  that  many,  who  were  per- 
haps indifferent  enough  in  the  matter  of  religion,  con- 
fidered  it  could  not  be  changed  here  but  by  force  of 
an  army  ;  and  that  the  fame  force,  which  made  the 
king  mafter  of  their  religion,    made  him  mafter  of 
their  liberties  and  fortunes  too  :  that  in  France  there 
was  none  to  be  confidered  but  the  nobles  and  the 
clergy  ♦,  that,  if  a  king  could  engage  them  in  his  de- 
figns,  he  had  no  more  to  do  -,  for  the  peafants,  hav- 
ing no  land,  were  as  infignificant  in  the  government 
As  the  women  and  children  are  here  :  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  great  bulk  of  land  in  England  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  yeomanry  or  lower  gentry,    and   their 
hearts  are  high  by  eafe  and  plenty,  as  thofe  of  the 
French  peafantry  are  wholly  difpirited  by  labour  and 
want  ;   that   the  kings  of  France  are  very  great  in 
poifeilions  of  lands,  and  in  dependences  by  fuch  vaft 
numbers  of  offices  both  military  and  civil,  as  well  as 
ecclefiaftical ;  whereas  thofe  of  England,  having  few 
offices  to  beftow,  having  parted  with  their  lands,  their 
court  of  wards  and  knights  fervices,  have  no  means 
to  raife  or  keep  armies  on  foot,  but  by  fupplies  from 
their  parliaments,  nor  revenues  to  maintain  any  fo- 
reign war  by  other  ways  :  that  if  they  had  an  army  on 
foot,  yet,  if  compofed  of  Englifb,  they  would  never  ferve 
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ends  that  the  people  hated  and  feared  :  that  the  Ro- 
man catholics  in  England  were  not  the  hundreth  part 
of  the  nation,  and  in  Scotland  not  the  two  hundredth ; 
and  it  feemed  againft  all  common  fenfe,  to  think  by 
one  part  to  govern  ninety-nine  that  were  of  contrary 
minds  and  humours  :  that  for  foreign  troops,  if  they 
were  few,  they  would  fignify  nothing  but  to  raife  ha^ 
tred  and  dilcontent ;  and  how  to  raife,  to  bring  over 
at  once,  and  to  maintain  many,  was  very  hard  to  ima- 
gine :  that  the  force,  feeming  necefTary  to  fubdue  the 
liberties  and  fpirits  of  this  nation,  could  not  be 
efleemed  lefs  than  an  army  of  threefcore  thoufand  men, 
fince  the  Romans  were  forced  to  keep  twelve  legions 
to  that  purpofe,  the  Normans  to  inllitute  fixty-two 
thoufand  knights  fees,  and  Cromwell  left  an  army  of 
near  eighty  thoufand  men :  that  I  never  knew  but 
one  foreigner  that  underftood  England  well,  which 
was  Gourville  (whom  I  knew  the  king  efteemed  the 
founded  head  of  any  Frenchman  he  had  ever  feen) 
that  when  I  was  at  Bruffels  in  the  firft  Dutch  war,  and 
he  heard  the  parliament  grew  weary  of  it,  he  faid,  the 
king  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  peace :  that 
he  had  been  long  enough  in  England,  feen  enough 
of  our  court,  and  people,  and  parliaments,  to  con- 
clude, 

®u!un  Roy  d*  dng7eterre,  qui  vent  ctre  Vhomme  de  fin 
peupky  eft  le  plus  grand  Roy  du  monde  *,  mats  sHl  veut 
etre  qiielque  chofe  davantage,  par  Dieu  il  rt  ft  plus  r'ten. 

The  king  heard  me  very  attentively,  but  feemed  a 
little  impatient  at  firft :  yet  at  lalt  he  laid,  I  had  rea- 
fon  in  all,  and  fo  had  Gourville  ;  and,  laying  his  hand 


Cl  That  a  king  of  England,  who  will  be  the  man  of  his  peo- 
F1  p!e,  is  the  greateft  king  in  the  world;  but  if  he  will  be  fomc- 
if  thing  more,  by  G— -d  he  is  nothing  at  al!.,? 

upon 
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upon  mine,  he  added,  Et  je  veux  etre  Vhomme  de  mon 
puple  [And  I  will  be  the  man  of  my  people.] 

My  embafTy  extraordinary  to  Holland  was  declared 
in  May,  and  my  difpatches  finifhed  at  the  Treafury  as 
well  as  the  Secretary's  office,  fo  as  I  went  away  in 
July.  My  inftructions  were,  in  general,  to  aflure  the 
State  of  his  maj efty's  friendfhip  and  firm  refolution 
to  obferve  his  treaties  with  them  ;  then  to  offer  his 
mediation  in  the  prefent  war,  which  both  they  and 
almoft  all  Chriftendom,  were  engaged  in  ;  and,  after 
their  acceptance  of  it,  to  endeavour  it  likewife  with 
all  their  allies  ;  and,  to  that  end,  to  engage  the  offices 
and  intervention  of  the  States.  But,  immediately  after 
my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  to  repair  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  give  him  part  of  his  majefty's  intentions  in  all 
this  affair,  and  affiirance  of  his  kindnefs,  and  engage  his 
highnefs  as  far  as  could  be,  to  fecond  his  majefty's 
defires  in  promoting  a  general  peace,  wherein  the 
United  Provinces  feemed  to  have  the  greatefl  intereft. 

After  my  arrival  at  the  Hague  in  July  1674,  and 
delivery  of  my  credentials  to  the  Prefident  of  the  week, 
and  a  vifit  to  the  Penfioner,  wherein  I  difcovered  a 
ftrong  inclination  in  the  States  to  a  peace  as  far  as 
their  honour  and  engagements  to  their  allies  would  al- 
low them,  and  was  allured  of  the  States  accepting  his 
majefty's  mediation  •,  I  went  away  to  Antwerp,  in 
hopes  to  have  found  the  prince  at  his  camp  there,  be- 
tween Antwerp  and  Louvain,  where  he  had  lain  fome 
time  attending  the  advance  of  the  confederate  troops, 
with  whom  he  had  concerted  to  join  his  army  upon 
their  arrival  in  Flanders.  But  two  days  before  I  came 
to  Antwerp,  the  army  was  marched  beyond  Louvain  ; 
fo  I  was  forced  to  go  to  BrufTels,  and  there  defire  a 
guard  to  convoy  me  to  the  camp.  The  punctilio's  of  my 
character  would  not  fuffer  me  to  fee  the  count  de  Mon- 
terey, though  I  had  for  fome  years  lived  at  BrufTels  in 
particular  friendfhip  and  converfation  with  him.    Few 
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ftrangers  had  perhaps  ever  been  better  ufed  than  I, 
during  three  years  refidence  at  Bruffels,  by  all  perfons 
of  quality,  and  indeed  of  all  ranks  there  ;  fo  that  it 
was  very  furprifing  to  me  to  meet  fuch  a  dry  and 
cold  treatment  from  the  Governor,  and  fuch  an  affec- 
tation in  the  perfons  of  quality,  not  fo  much  as  to 
vifit  me ;  for  I  do  not  rememoer  one  that  did  it  befides 
count  D'Emont,  who  was  not  then  very  well  at 
court,  either  in  Spain  or  Flanders.  Others  that  i  met 
in  the  ftreets,  or  the  park,  though  they  came  up  with 
open  arms  to  embrace  me,  yet  never  came  at  me,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  faying  they  intended  it. 
When  I  fent  my  fecretary  to  the  count  de  Monterey 
with  my  compliments,  and  defires  of  a  guard  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  was  then  not  above  fix  leagues 
off;  he  returned  the  firft  very  coldly,  and  the  other 
with  excufes  that  amounted  to  a  refufal  •,  he  faid,  the 
way  was  fo  dangerous,  by  ftraggling  parties  of  the 
army,  that  he  could  not  advife  me  to  venture  with  a 
fmall  guard  ;  and  he  had  drawn  out  fo  many  of  the 
Spanifh  troops  into  the  field,  that  he  could  notgiveme 
a  great  one.  I  fent  again  to  defire  what  he  could  fpare 
me,  let  the  number  be  what  it  would  -,  for  though  I 
would  not  expofe  the  king's  character  nor  his  bufinefs, 
by  any  accident  I  might  prevent  -,  yet,  when  I  had 
endeavoured  it  by  my  application  to  his  excellence, 
I  would  take  my  fortune,  though  he  fent  me  but  fix 
of  his  guards.  He  replied,  that  he  could  not  pofli- 
bly  fpare  any  of  them  ;  but  that  next  morning  he  ex- 
pected a  troop  of  horfe  to  come  into  town,  and  that, 
as  foon  as  it  arrived,  the  captain  mould  have  order  to 
attend  me.  Next  morning  was  put  off  till  night,  and 
night  till  the  morning  following ;  when  the  count, 
finding  I  was  refolved  to  go,  though  without  convoy, 
rather  than  to  expect  longer,  fent  me  a  Spanifh  captain 
with  about  forty  horfe  to  convoy  me  to  Louvain.  The 
truth  was,  that  the  Spaniards  were  grown  fo  jealous  of  his 
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majefty's  mediation  offered  at  the  Hague,  of  the  States 
and  people's  violent  humour  to  a  peace  in  Holland,  and 
of  the  offices  they  thought  I  might  ufe,  to  flacken  the 
prince  of  Orange  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  their 
prelent  hopes  and  defigns,  that  I  found  it  was  refolved 
to  delay  firft,  and  then  to  hinder  abfolutely  any  inter- 
view between  the  prince  and  me  till  the  campaign 
was  ended,  but  to  do  it  with  as  little  ill  grace  as  they 
could.  To  this  purpofe  Du  Moulin  (then  one  of  the 
prince's  fecretaries,  and  an  inveterate  enemy  againft 
the  court  of  England)  was  diipatched  between  the 
camp  and  BrufTels,  whilfl  I  lay  there,  and  with  guards, 
whereof  half  would  have  ferved  my  turn,  or  at  leaft 
contented  me. 

When  I  came  to  Louvain,  I  found  the  prince  was 
marched  towards  Tirlemont,  but  could  not  learn  where 
his  next  halt  was  defigned.  The  Spanifh  captain  told 
me,  he  had  order  to  go  no  further  than  Louvain  :  fo 
that  I  neither  knew  whither  to  go,  nor  could  go  any 
way  without  a  guard,  as  they  aflured  me  at  Louvain. 
"Whereupon  I  Tent  immediately  Mr.  Bulflrode,  who 
had  come  with  me  from  BrufTels,  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  prince,  and  defire  him  to  appoint  what  time 
and  place  I  mould  attend  his  highnefs,  which  I  re- 
folved to  do  with  thofe  few  fervants  I  had  brought  with 
me,  and  fuch  others  as  I  could  hire  at  Louvain,  where 
I  lay  that  night. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Bulflrode  returned  with  the. 
prince's  anfwer,  that  he  was  upon  his  march  ;  that 
he  mould  be  very  glad  to  fee  me,  but  could  not  pofH- 
bly  appoint  either  time  or  place  for  it,  becauie  his 
motions  were  uncertain,  and  would  depend  upon  the 
advices  he  received.  By  which  I  found  plainly  what  I 
had  fufpected  at  BrufTels,  that  it  was  refolved  I  mould 
not  fee  the  prince  before  this  campaign  was  begun  by 
the  actions  then  concerted  among  the  confederates. 
J  would  not,  however,  feem  to  underfland  it  fo,  nor 
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any  thing  more'in  it  than  what  his  highnefs  was  pleaf* 
ed  to  fay  ;  but  I  knew  very  well,  that  as  they  fay 
none  is  more  deaf  than  he  that  will  not  hear,  fo  a  man 
that  will  not  be  feen,  may  eafily  find  ways  of  avoiding 
it,  efpecially  upon  fuch  circumflances  as  the  prince 
and  I  were  then  in,  who  mufl  have  followed  the  mo- 
tions he  would  have  given  me :  and  therefore  I  re- 
folved  not  to  expofe  either  his  majefty's  character  or 
credit,  with  his  nephew,  by  making  that  public  which 
had  parTed  between  the  prince  and  me  upon  this  fub- 
ject ;  but,  pretending  my  health  would  not  fuffer  me 
to  follow  the  prince  upon  his  march,  I  returned  to 
Antwerp,  and  gave  his  majefty  an  account  of  all  that 
had  paffed  \  who  extremely  approved  my  conduct  in  it, 
and  that  I  preffed  no  further  a  point  that  I  faw  would  not 
go,  and  that  was  taken  by  the  prince,  as  well  as  the 
count  de  Monterey,  fo  differently  from  what  his  ma- 
jefty expected. 

1  llaid  only  a  night  at  Antwerp,  which  paffed  with 
fo  great  thunder  and  lightning,  that  I  promifed  myfelf 
a  very  fair  day  after  it,  to  go  back  to  Rotterdam  in  the 
States  yacht  that  flill  attended  me.  The  morning 
proved  fo ;  but  towards  evening  the  fky  grew  foul,  and 
the  feamen  prefaged  ill  weather,  and  fo  refolved  to  lie 
at  anchor  before  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  wind  being  crofs 
and  little.  When  the  night  was  fallen  as  black  as 
ever  I  faw  it,  it  foon  began  to  clear  up  with  the  molt 
violent  flames  of  lightning,  as  well  as  cracks  of  thun- 
der, that  I  believe  have  ever  been  heard  in  our  age  and 
climate.  This  continued  all  night,  and  we  felt  iuch  a 
fierce  heat  from  every  great  fiafh  of  lightning,  that 
the  captain  apprehended  it  would  fire  his  (hip.  But 
about  eight  the  next  morning  the  wind  changed,  and 
came  up  with  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  came  to  Rot- 
terdam in  about  four  hours,  and  there  found  all  mouths 
full  of  the  mifchiefs  and  accidents  that  the  laft  night's 
lempeft  had  occasioned,  both  among  the  boats  and  the 
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houfes,  by  the  thunder,  lightning,  hail,  or  whirlwinds. 
But  the  day  after  came  ftories  to  the  Hague,  from  all 
parts,  of  fuch  violent  effects  as  were  almoft  incredible. 
At  Amfterdam  they  were  deplorable,  many  trees  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  mips  funk  in  the  harbour,  and  boats 
in  the  canals,  houfes  beaten  down  ;  and  feveral  people 
were  matched  from  the  ground  as  they  walked  the 
ftreets,  and  thrown  into  the  canals.  But  all  Was  filen- 
ced  by  the  relations  from  Utrecht,  where  the  great  and 
ancient  cathedral  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  violence  of 
this  florm  •,  and  the  vaft  pillars  of  ftone  that  fupported  it 
were  wreathed  like  a  twilled  club,  having  been  foflrong- 
ly  compofed  and  cemented,  as  rather  to  fuffer  fuch  a 
change  of  figure,  than  break  in  pieces  as  other  parts  of 
the  fabric  did  \  hardly  any  church  in  the  town  efcaped 
the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  and  very  few  houfes  with- 
out the  marks  of  it.  Nor  were  the  effects  of  it  lefs 
aftonifhing  by  the  relations  from  France  and  Bruflels* 
where  the  damages  were  infinite  as  well  from  whirl- 
winds, thunder,  and  lightning,  as  from  hailftones  of 
prodigious  bignefs. 

At  my.  return  to  the  Hague  I  had  long  conven- 
tions with  the  Peniioner,  by  which  I  gained  the  lights 
necefTary  todifcover  the  whole  prefent  fcene  of  affairs, 
and  pulfes  of  the  feveral  confederates  in  what  related 
to  the  general  peace.  I  told  him  how  much  his  ma- 
jelly  was  fatisfied  with  that  he  had  lately  made  with 
the  States  •,  how  much  he  was  refolved  to  continue 
and  to  cultivate  it ;  how  much  reafon  he  had  to  be 
content  with  the  poflure  that  had  left  him  in  a  peace 
with  all  his  neighbours,  while  they  were  all  at  war  : 
that  advantages  of  commerce  from  it  were  enough 
to  make  him  trouble  himfelf  no  further  about  the 
peace  of  Chriftendom,  if  his  goodnefs  and  piety  did 
not  prevail  more  with  hirn  than  his  interefts  •,  but  that 
thefe,  and  the  defires  of  a  general  good,  had  perfuad- 
ed  him  to  offer  his  mediation  in  the  prefent  quarrels : 
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that  it  had  been  already  accepted  by  France ;  and  that 
the  Emperor  and  Spain  had  anfwered,  they  would 
confider  of  it  in  concert  with  their  allies  :  that  the 
States  ambaffadors  at  London  had  allured  his  majefty 
their  mailers  would  be  pleafed  with  it,  and  doubted 
not  their  confent  that  the  treaty  fhould  be  at  London  •, 
and  that  thereupon  his  majefty  had  charged  me  with 
a  letter  to  the  States  to  offer  them  his  mediation  :  that 
I  could  not  doubt  their  accepting  it  with  the  beft  grace 
that  could  be,  for  I  knew  their  intereft  was  to  have  a 
peace,  and  not  to  difoblige  the  king:  that  if  his  majefty 
were  partial  to  any  fide,  they  ought  to  believe  it  would 
be  to  that  wherein  his  own  nephew  was  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned ;  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  offered  his  offices 
towards  a  peace  at  a  time  when  the  advantages  and 
preparations  for  the  war  ran  fo  high  on  the  French  fide, 
as  he  doubted  the  events  might  (hew  if  it  continued  : 
that  they  knew  his  intereft  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fee 
Flanders  loft  \  and  that,  confidering  what  had  paffed* 
his  honour  would  not  fuffer  him    to  think  of  pre- 
ferving  it  any  other  way  than  by  that  of  a  peace  :  that 
he  would  be  glad  to  fee  that  country  left  by  the  next 
peace  in  a  better  pofture  of  defence  than  it  was  by  the 
laft,  and  the  Spaniffi  territories  lie  clofer  and  rounder 
than  they  were  then  left:  that,  when  this  fhould  be  con™ 
eluded,  his  majefty  would  be  ready  to  enter  into  the 
ftrongeft  guaranties  they  could  defire,  and  might  with 
honour  enter  into  a  war  to  preferve  it,  though  he  could 
not  to  obtain  it.     The  Penfioner  firft  gave  me  thanks 
for  my  good  offices  in  the  late  peace,  and  in  all  the 
meafuresof  friendihip  that  had  interceded  between  his 
majefty  and  them  fince  the  firft  breach.     He  applaud- 
ed the  king's  refolution  in  fo  pious  and  generous  an 
offer,  and  acknowledged  Iris  intereft  might  lead  him  to 
other,  difpofitions  :  that   he   doubted  not  the  States 
willingneis  to  accept  it  ;  all  the  difference  would  be 
about  the  time  and  manner  of  doing  it.     As  to  this* 
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he  faid,  they  could  not  do  it  without  the  communica- 
tion at  leaft  of  their  allies  ;  but  would  immediately 
give  them  part  of  his  majefty's  offer,  and  the  States 
difpofitions  to  receive  it :  that  for  the  terms  of  a  peace, 
as  to  their  own  parts,  they  would  be  content  to  make 
his  majefty  the  arbiter  of  it :  that  they  had  already  re- 
covered all  the  towns  they  had  loft  except  Grave  and 
Maeftricht,  the  laft  of  which  was  in  fome  manner  en- 
gaged to  Spain  when  it  mould  be  recovered  ;  and  for 
the  other,  they  doubted  not  to  have  a  good  account  of 
it  very  foon,  orders  being  already  gone  to  inveft  it. 
But  he  doubted  whether  their  allies  would  be  fo  eafy 
in  their  expectations  or  demands  \  and  that  it  was  im- 
polfible  for  the  States  to  leave  them  who  had  faved 
their  country  from  ruin,  when  two  fo  great  kings  had 
invaded  them,  or  to  break  the  treaties  which  they 
had  made  offenfive  with  the  Emperor,  Spain,  and 
Brandenburg  :  that  the  terms  ftipulated  with  Spain 
obliged  them  to  reduce  France  to  the  treaty  of  the 
Pyrenees  -,  but  only  a  referve  was  made  by  one  article, 
which  was,  unlefs  it  mould  otherwife  be  agreed  by 
confent  between  them  :  that  whatever  Spain  would 
be  content  with  mould  fatisfy  them  ;  though  they 
were  both  equally  fenfible  of  the  defigns  and  ambition 
of  France,  as  well  as  of  their  ill  talent  to  the  States  : 
that  they  could  never  hope  for  fuch  another  conjunc- 
ture, to  reduce  them  to  fuch  bounds  and  meafures  as 
might  be  fafe  to  their  neighbours,  and  give  quiet  to 
Chriftendom  :  that  it  was  now  an  ill  time  to  enter  in- 
to the  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Spain,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  they  mould  have  ill  grace  to  demand 
the  reftitution  of  any  towns  the  Spaniards  had  loft  in 
Flanders  by  the  laft  war,  and  given  up  by  the  peace 
that  fucceeded  it  -,  and  yet  his  majefty  knew,  as  well 
as  they,  that  without  it  a  peace  could  neither  be  fafe 
for  Flanders,  nor  for  Holland,  nor  confequently  for 
England.     But  he  believed  there  would  not  pafs  many 
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days  before  fome  decifive  action  would  happen  between* 
the  armies,  now  not  far  diftant  in  the  field,  which 
would  make  room  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  that 
might  fucceed  next  winter,  in  which  his  majefly  would 
find  the  interefts  and  humours  of  a  trading  country* 
as  theirs  was,  very  flrong,  and  difpofed  to  prefs  their 
allies,  as  far  as  was  poflible,  to  facilitate  fo  great  and 
fo  good  a  work.  And  for  the  reft  of  the  allies  befides 
Spain,  he  had  no  realbn  to  fufpedt  any  great  difficul- 
ties would  arife,  fo  little  having  yet  pafTed  in  the  war 
between  France  and  them. 

The  Penfioner  was  right  in  expecting  fome  fudden 
action  between  the  armies  •,  for  about  the  middle  of 
Auguft  came  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  between 
the  confederates  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  French  under  the  prince  of  Conde  : 
but  it  proved  not  an  action  fo  decifive  as  was  expected 
between  too  armies  of  fo  great  force,  and  fo  animated 
by  the  hatred  and  revenge  of  the  parties,  as  well  as  by 
the  bravery  and  ambition  of  the  commanders.  The 
fuccefs  of  this  fight  was  fo  differently  reported  by  thole 
engaged  in  it,  that  it  was  hard  to  judge  of  the  victory, 
which  each  fide  challenged,  and  perhaps  neither  with 
any  great  reafon.  The  confederates  had  for  fome  days 
fought  a  battle  with  great  defire  and  endeavour  •,  and 
the  French  avoided  it,  with  refolution  not  to  light  un- 
lefs  upon  evident  advantage,  whilfl  both  armies  lay 
near  Nivelle,  and  not  far  diftant  from  one  another. 
The  reafon  of  this  was  thought  to  be,  of  one  fide, 
the  ardour  of  the  young  prince  of  Orange  to  make 
way,  by  a  victory,  into  France  itfelf,  and  there  re- 
venge the  invafion  of  his  country  -,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  make  his  firft  efTay  of  a  pitched  battle,  againft 
fo  great  and  renowned  a  general  as  the  prince  of  Conde. 
On  the  other  fide,  this  old  captain  had  too  much 
honour  to  lofe,  and  thought  he  had  not  enough  to 
gain,  by  entering  the  lifts  with  a  prince  of  three  and 
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twenty  years  old,  bred  up  in  the  fhade  of  a  contrary 
faction,  till  he  was  forced  into  the  field  by  the  French 
invafion  of  his  country.  Nor  v/as  the  advantage  lefs 
on  the  French  fide  in  the  reputation  of  their  troops, 
than  of  their  general  •,  compofed  of  excellent  officers, 
chofen  foldiers,  exactly  difciplined,  long  trained  for 
action  before  they  began  it,  and  now  flufhed  by  the 
uninterrupted  fuccefles  of  two  wars.  But  the  Dutch 
troops,  when  the  prince  of  Orange  entered  upon  the 
command,  were  old  or  lazy  foldiers,  difufed  with  long 
peace,  and  difabled  with  young  unfkilful  officers  (cho- 
fen by  no  other  merit,  than  that  of  a  faction  againfl 
the  houfe  of  Orange)  then  filled  up  when  the  war 
broke  out,  with  hafty  and  undiftinguifhed  levies,  and 
difheartened  with  perpetual  loffes  of  towns,  and  de- 
feats of  parties,  during  the  two  firft  campaigns.  The 
prince  of  Conde  had  another  reftraint  upon  the  ufual 
boldnefs  of  his  nature  on  fucli  occalions,  which  was 
the  ill  pofture  he  had  been  in  at  court  fince  the  king's 
reign,  and  in  regard  how  much  more  he  would  have  to 
anfwer  for  than  another  man  upon  any  great  misfor- 
tune to  his  army,  which  muii  have  left  the  way  open 
for  the  confederates  to  enter  France  unguarded  on 
that  fide  by  any  firong  frontier  ;  fo  as  no  man  knew 
what  make  it  might  give  to  the  greatnefs  of  that 
crown,  with  the  help  of  fo  great  and  general  difcon- 
tents,  whereof  this  prince  was  thought  to  have  his 
(hare. 

Upon  thefe  difpofitions  in  the  Generals  the  battle 
was  for  fome  time  induilrioufly  fought  and  avoided  : 
till  the  prince  of  Orange,  believing  there  was  no  way 
of  coming  to  a  battle,  but  by  the  fiege  of  fome  place 
that  might  be  thought  worth  the  venture  to  relieve, 
broke  up  and  marched  away  towards  SenefTe  ♦,  his  army 
divided  into  three  parts,  whereof  the  German  troops 
under  the  count  de  Souches  had  the  van,  the  Spanifh 
under  prince  Vauderaont  the  rear,    and   the  Dutch 
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under  count  Waldeck  the  main  body  -,  with  whoni 
the  prince  marched,  and  commanded  the  whole  con- 
federate army. 

The  prince  of  Conde  obferving  their  march,  which 
was  not  far  from  one  fide  of  his  retrenchments  \  and 
that  by  the  ftraitnefs  of  fome  paffages  they  were 
forced  to  file  off  in  fmall  lines^  flaid  till  the  van- 
guard and  main  body  were  over  one  of  thefe  paffes, 
and  the  rear  beginning  to  enter  upon  it*  when  he 
drew  out  his  men,  and  fell  with  great  fiercenefs  upon 
the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,  broke  them  with  great 
{laughter,  and  not  much  refiftance,  took  their  bag- 
gage, feveral  ftandards,  and  many  prifoners  of  note. 
The  prince  of  Orange,  upon  notice  of  the  French 
march  towards  the  Spanifh  troops,  had  fent  three  fqua- 
drons  back  to  their  affiftance,  with  all  the  diligence 
that  could  be  •,  but  the  Spaniards,  already  broken, 
brought  the  Dutch  into  diforder  by  falling  in  among 
them  ;  and  the  French  purfuing  with  great  bravery, 
broke  the  Dutch  fquadrons  to  pieces,  killing  or  taking 
all  their  commanders  and  feveral  ftandards. 

If  the  prince  of  Conde  had  contented  himfelfwith 
this  fuccefs  and  execution,  he  had  left  no  difpute  of  a 
victory ,  but,  lured  on  by  the  hopes  of  one  more  en- 
tire, and  belief  the  Dutch,  whom  he  efleemed  the 
worfi  troops,  would  not  (land  after  the  Spaniards,  and 
a  great  part  of  their  own,  were  wholly  routed,  he 
followed  the  chace,  and,  drawing  out  his  whole  army 
upon  them,  brought  it  to  a  fet  battle,  which  was  more 
than  he  intended.  In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of 
Orange,  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
fquadrons  he  had  fent,  was  at  firft  enveloped  by  his 
own  flying  men,  whom  he  could  neither  flop  bywords 
nor  blows,  by  promifes  nor  reproaches ;  till  joining 
the  reft  of  his  own  forces  that  flood  firm,  and  the  Im- 
perialifts  coming  up  to  enforce  them,  the  battle  began 
with  as  great  fury  as  any  has  been  fought  in  the  whole 
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courfe  of  the  wars,  continued  fo  for  above  eight  hours 
till  fun-fet,  and  about  two  hours  after  by  moonlight, 
till,  that  failing  too,  the  fight  ended,  rather  by  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  night,  than  the  wearinefs  or  weaknefs  of 
either  fide.  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  action,  gave  all  orders  with  fuch  prudence, 
and  obfervance  of  all  advantages,  led  up  his  feveral 
fquadrons  with  that  bravery,  made  fuch  bold  (lands 
againft  his  own  broken  troops,  as  well  as  againft  the 
fiercenefs  of  their  purfuers,  for  fix  hours  together  in 
the  hotted  of  the  fire ;  fometiines  charging  into  the 
midfl  of  the  enemies,  fometimes  overborn  by  his 
own  that  fled,  till  he  rallied  them  and  led  them  back 
to  the  charge  ,  expofed  to  more  danger  than  moil  pri- 
vate foldiers  in  the  field  ;  fo  that  the  old  count  de 
Souches,  in  his  letter  to  the  States  upon  this  occafion, 
told  them,  that,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  action,  the 
prince  had  fhewed  the  conduct  of  an  old  experienced 
commander,  and  the  valour  of  a  Cadar :  and  indeed  his 
allies,  his  friends,  and  his  enemies  agreed  in  giving 
him  equal  glory  from  this  adventure.  Eut  he  had 
more  from  none  than  from  the  prince  of  Conde's  tefti- 
mony,  that  he  had  done  like  an  old  captain  in  all,  but 
only  in  venturing  himfelf  too  much  like  a  young  man. 
Yet  this  old  general  had  done  the  fame  in  this  day's  ac- 
tion, as  much  as  the  youngeft  cavalier  in  his  army  could 
do,  when  he  found  the  battle  fought  fo  defperately, 
and  all  at  flake  •,  whereas  'tis  certain,  that  nothing 
could  have  given  vigour  to  the  Dutch  troops,  after 
the  htfl  rout,  but  the  repeated  examples  and  dangers 
of  the  prince,  and  fhame  of  not  following  fuch  a 
leader  in  all  the  defperate  charges  he  made  that  day, 
which  both  the  generals  feemed  refolved  to  die  rather 
than  to  lofe. 

As  the  numbers  were  not  much  different  when  the 
fight  began,  fo  were  thofe  efleemed  that  fell  in  this 
battle,  and  to  reach  to  about  fix  or  feven  thoufand  on 
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either  fide  •,  but,  of  the  French,  many  more  officers 
and  gentlemen  than  was  ufual,  in  proportion  to  the 
common  foldiers.  When  the  night  parted  the  armies, 
the  French  retired  back  to  their  former  quarters,  and 
next  morning  the  confederates  marched  to  that  which 
they  defigned  when  they  broke  up  the  day  before. 
The  allies  claimed  the  victory,  becaufe  they  were  lad 
upon  the  field  •,  and  the  French,  upon  carrying  away 
the  greatefl  number  of  prifoners  and  ftandards :  but 
whoever  had  the  honour,  they  both  felt  the  lois. 

After  the  repair  neceffary  in  each  camp  upon  this 
fharp  encounter,  each  army  took  the  field  again,  and 
gave  a  general  expectation  of  another  battle  before  the 
campaign  ended :  the  prince  of  Orange  fought  it  all 
he  could  ;  but  the  prince  of  Conde  chofe  and  fortified 
his  encampments  fo,  as  not  to  be  forced  to  one  with- 
out apparent  difad vantages,  and  contented  himfelf 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  allies,  to  preferve  the 
towns  of  the  French  conquefts  in  Flanders,  and  pre- 
vent any  invafion  of  France,  which  was  defigned  this 
fummer  with  great  confidence  by  the  confederate  ar^ 
mies,  both  on  this  fide  and  that  in  Alface,  but  with 
equal  difappointment  •,  unlefs  it  -were  to  monfieur 
Staremburg,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
complaining  of  the  wine  at  the  prince's  table,  the  prince 
told  them,  he  would  make  them  drink  good  wine  in 
Champagne  before  the  fummer  ended.  He,  who  loved  it 
well,  defired  the  prince  to  be  as  good  as  his  word ;  was 
afterwards  taken  at  the  battle  of  SenefTc,  and  carried 
to  Rheims,  with  feveral  Dutch  officers  \  where,  fitting 
down  to  dinner,  and  finding  the  wine  excellent,  he 
drank  the  prince's  health,  and  faid,  he  would  truft  him 
as  long  as  he  lived  \  for  he  had  kept  his  word,  and 
made  them  drink  good  wine  in  Champagne. 

The  prince  of  Orange  finding  no  other  way  of 
action,  fat  down  before  Oudenarde  in  September ;  and 
had  his  end  of  drawing  the  prince  of  Conde  out  of  his 
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cautious  marches,  who  came  immediately  to  relieve 
it,  and  fight  the  allies  before  they  were  ready  to 
give  an  afTault  to  the  town.  Upon  fight  of  the 
French  army,  the  prince  of  Orange  called  a  council 
of  war,  and  propofed  to  draw  out  and  attack  them 
immediately,  before  they  were  refted  after  their  hard 
day's  march.  The  Spaniards  were  content,  but  count 
Souches  would  not  agree  to  it;  and  fo  this  occa- 
fion  was  loft,  and  with  fuch  dilcontent,  among  the 
chief  officers,  that  next  day  the  Germans  left  the  trench- 
es, and  marched  away  about  a  league,  and  left  room 
to  the  French  to  put  what  relief  they  pleafed  into  the 
tov/n.  Upon  this,  the  prince  of  Orange  was  forced 
to  rife  too,  with  the  reft  of  his  army  ;  and  upon  con- 
ferences with  the  count  de  Monterey,  as  well  as 
Souches,  refolved  to  leave  the  greateftpart  of  the  Dutch 
forces  with  the  count,  and  with  the  reft  to  go  himfelf, 
and  prefs  the  fiege  of  Grave.  And  here  began  thole 
difTenfions  among  the  chief  captains  of  the  confede- 
rates, that  continued  to  ruin  their  defigns,  and  proved 
fo  fatal  to  them  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war ;  and, 
againft  all  appearances,  made  good  theSpanifh  proverb, 
that,  liga  nunca  coje  grandes  paxaros  [birdlime  never 
catches  great  birds]  the  fame  word  fignifying  a  league 
and  birdlime,  and  meaning,  that  as  this  never  catches 
great  birds,  fo  the  t'other  never  makes  great  conquefts, 
though  it  often  does  great  defences :  yet  thefe  firft  di- 
visions were  endeavoured  to  be  cured,  by  the  empe- 
ror's recalling  the  count  de  Souches,  and  Spain  the 
count  de  Monterey,  who  were  both  thought  to  have 
maimed  the  actions  of  this  campaign,  or,  at  leaft,  not 
to  have  feconded,  as  they  might  have  done,  the  prince 
of  Orange's  vigour,  in  purfuing  them  to  other  forts  of 
fuccefTes  than  it  elided  with.  This  prince,  having 
failed  of  what  he  propofed  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards, 
was  refolved  to  free  his  own  country  from  the  laft 
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mark  of  their  intended  fervitude,  before  this  feafon 
ended.  Grave  was  the  lafb  town  the  French  held  in 
any  of  the  Seven  provinces,  and  had  been  kept  as  a  ma- 
gazine both  of  what  had  been  taken  in  the  other  places, 
and  was  not  eafily  carried  away  when  they  quitted  them  •, 
fo  as  there  was  above  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon 
in  the  town,  a  very  full  and  brave  garrifon  compofed 
of  the  beft  troops,  and  all  that  could  be  added  to  the 
fortifications  of  the  place,  after  the  French  took  it,  tho' 
it  was  before  counted  one  of  the  beft  the  Dutch  had.  It 
had  been  inveiled  a  month  before  •,  yet  the  prince  found 
the  fiege  but  little  advanced  at  his  arrival ;  and  the 
Dutch  foldiers  fo  rebuted  with  the  brave  defence  from 
within,  that  nothing  could  have  carried  the  place  at 
this  feafon,  being  about  the  middle  of  Gclober  when 
the  prince  arrived,  but  the  fame  humour  of  leading 
on  his  men  himfelf  whenever  they  fhrunk,  which  can 
never  be  too  much  praifed,  nor  too  much  blamed  in 
this  prince  ;  becaufe,  as  his  country  and  allies  would 
have  had  no  general  if  they  had  loft  him,  fo  they  would 
have  had  no  army  if  they  had  not  ventured  him.  In 
fhort,  by  this,  and  his  ufual  application  and  vigour, 
as  well  as  the  common  methods  of  fuch  fieges,  he 
took  Grave  by  the  end  of  October,  with  equal  glory 
to  himfelf,  and  fatisfaclion  to  all  the  provinces  ;  and 
•  returned  to  the  Hague  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, after  having  dilpofed  his  forces  in  their  winter- 
quarters. 

With  the  prince  of  Grange  returned  mofc  of  the 
general  officers  to  the  Hague,  and  among  the  reft  old 
prince  Maurice  of  NaiTau,  who,  as  the  prince  told 
me,  had,  with  the  greater!:  induftry  that  could  be, 
iought  all  occafions  of  dying  fairly  at  the  battle  of  Se- 
neffe,  without  fucceeding,  which  had  given  him  great 
regrets  ;  and  I  did  not  wonder  at  it,  confidering  his 
age,  of  about  feventy-fix,  and  his  long  habits  both  of 
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o-out  and  ftone.     When  he  came  to  vifit  me  upon  his 
return,  and  before  he  went  to  his  government  of  Cleve, 
it  came  in  my  head  to  afk  him  an  idle  queftion,  be- 
caufe  I  thought  it  not  very  likely  for  me  to  fee  him 
again,  and  I  had  a  mind  to  know,  from  his  own  mouth, 
the  account  of  a  common,  but  much  credited  llory, 
that  I  had  heard  fo  often  from  many  others,  of  an  old 
parrot  he  had  in  Brafil,  during  his  government  there, 
that  fpoke,  and  afked,  and  anfwered  common  queftions 
like  a  reafonable  creature  •,  fo  that  thofe  of  his  train 
there  generally  concluded  it  to  be  witchery  or  pof- 
feifion  -,  and  one  of  his  chaplains,  who  lived  long  after- 
wards in  Holland,  would  never  from  that  time  endure 
a  parrot,  but  faid,  they  all  had  a  devil  in  them.    I  had 
heard  many  particulars  of  this  flory,  and  allured  by 
people  hard  to  bedifcredited,  which  made  me  afk  prince 
Maurice  what  there  was  in  it  ?  He  faid,  with  his  ufual 
plainnefs,  and  drynefs  in  talk,  there  was  fomething 
true,  but  a  great  deal  falfe  of  what  had  been  report- 
ed.    I  defired  to  know  of  him  what  there  was  of  the 
firft  ?  He  told  me  fhort  and  coldly,  that  he  had  heard 
of  fuch  an  old  parrot  when  he  came  to  Brafil  j  and 
though    he  believed  nothing   of  it,   and    it    was    a 
good  way  off,  he  had  fo  much  curiofity  as  to  fend 
for  it ;  that  'twas  a  very  large  and  a  very  old  one  ;. 
and  when  it  came  firft  into  the  room  where  the  prince 
was,  with  a  great  many  Dutchmen  about  him,  it  faid 
prefently,  what  a  company  of  white  men  are  here?  They 
afked  it  what  he  thought  that  man  was,  pointing  at  the 
prince  ?  it  anfwered,  Some  general  or  other.     When 
they  brought  it  clofe  to  him,  he  afked  it,  Uou  venez 
vcus?  [whence  come  you  rT.it  anfwered,  De  Maragnan, 
[from    Maragnan.]  t  The    prince,  A  qui  eftes  vous  ? 
[To  whom  do  you  belong  ?]  The  parrot,  A  un  Portu- 
gal*,    [To  a  Portuguefe.     The  prince,  Qm  fais-tu 
la  ?  [What  do  you  there  ?]  The  parrot,  Je  garde  Us 
poulets,  [I  look  after  the  chickens.]  The  prince  laugh- 
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ed,  and  faid,  Vous  gardez  les  poulets  ?  [You  look  after 
the  chickens  ?  The  parrot  aniwered,  Ouy^  moy^  &  je  le 
fcay  bien  f aire  ;  [Yes  I,  and  I  know  how  to  do  it  well-,] 
and  made  the  chuck  four  or  five  times,  that  people 
ufe  to  make  to  chickens,  when  they  call  them.  I  fee 
down  the  words  of  this  worthy  dialogue  in  French,  juft 
as  prince  Maurice  faid  them  to  me.  I  afked  him,  in 
what  language  the  parrot  fpoke  ?  and  he  faid,  in  Bra- 
filian. I  afked,  whether  ne  underftood  Brafilian  ?  he 
faid,  No  •,  but  he  had  taken  care  to  have  two  interpre- 
ters by  him,  one  a  Dutchman  that  fpoke  Brafilian,  and 
t'other  a  Brafilian  that  fpoke  Dutch  :  That  he  afked 
them  feparately  and  privately,  and  both  of  them 
agreed  in  telling  him  juil  the  fame  thing  that  the  parrot 
faid.  I  could  not  but  tell  this  odd  ftory,  becaufe  it  is 
fo  much  cut  of  the  way,  and  from  the  firft  hand,  and 
what  may  pafs  for  a  good  one  ;  for  1  dare  fay,  this 
prince  at  lead  believed  htmfdf  ail  he  told  me,  hav- 
ing ever  pafTed  for  a  very  honed  and  pious  man.  I 
leave  it  to  naturalifts  t©  reafon,  and  to  other  men  to 
believe,  as  they  pleafe  upon  it :  however,  it  is  not  per- 
haps amifs  to  relieve  or  enliven  a  bufy  fcene  fometimes 
with  fuch  digreiuons,  whether  to  the  purpofe  or  not. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  negotiations  of  the  following 
winter,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  a  fhort  view  of  the 
actions  of  the  feveral  armies,  and  difpofitions  of  the 
parties,  in  other  places,  as  well  as  in  the  Low  Countries, 
iince  ail  contributed  to  the  different  humours  that  ap- 
peared at  the  Hague  about  the  peace,  which  was  indeed 
the  prefent  fcene  of  that  affair,  as  well  from  his  ma- 
jefty's  mediation,  as  the  great  weight  of  the  States  in 
the  confederacy  -?  but  chiefly  from  the  perfon  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  feemed  to.be  the  fpirit  or  ge- 
nius of  the  whole  alliance,  and  for  whom  the  reft,'  as 
well  as  the  States  themfelves,  had  fo  great  truft  and 
deference  :  for  feveral  of  their  minifters  made  no  dif- 
ficulty to  tell  me  upon  many  occafions,  that  their  ma- 
tters 
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flers  would  not  have  entered  into  the  prefent  engage- 
ments they  were  in,  had  it  not  been  more  upon  the 
confidence  they  had  of  the  prince's  perfonal  honour 
and  juftice,  than  either  the  forces  or  the  ufual  conduct 
of  the  States-General,  efpecially  in  what  concerned 
the  foreign  treaties  and  negotiations. 

In  Roufillon  little  paffed  of  importance  between  the 
forces  there  :  The  thoughts  of  both  crowns  were  bent, 
on  that  fide,  more  upon  reducing  or  relieving  Meffina, 
that  had  made  an  abfolute  revolt  from  Spain,  and  en- 
deavoured to  gain  protection  from  France ;  which 'was 
not  difficult  in  this  conjuncture,  as  that  which  might 
not  only  give  a  great  diverfion  to  the  Spanifh  forces,  but 
open  a  way  for  the  French  into  the  conqueft  of  Sicily, 
and  new  defigns  upon  Naples,  which  had  been  the 
ftage  of  fo  many  great  wars  between  the  houfes  of 
France  and  Arragon. 

•In  Germany  the  prince-electors  Palatine,  Mentz,  and 
Triers,  had  entered  into  league  with  the  Emperor  for 
the  defence  of  the  German  liberty  againft  all  fa-angers. 
France  was  fo  enraged  againft  the  elector  Palatine  upon 
thefe  rneafures  he  had  taken,  that  monf.  Turenne>  at 
the  head  of  a  French  army,  marched  into  his  coun- 
try, and  made  fuch  cruel  ravages  in  it,  and  ib  unufual 
to  that  general's  common  procedures,  that  the  elec- 
tor fent  him  a  challenge  ;  which  monfieur  Turenne 
aniwered  he  could  not  accept  without  his  mailer's  leave, 
but  was  ready  to  meet  him  in  the  field  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  againft  any  that  he  and  his  new  allies  would 
brino;  together. 

This  prince,  fpited  at  the  helplefs  ruin  of  his  coun- 
try, proved  the  greateft  incentive  among  the  German 
princes  this  fummer,  to  join  their  forces,  in  order  to 
Tome  vigorous  action  againft  France  on  that  fide.  The 
duke  of  Lunenburg  engaged  firft,  and  afterwards  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg,  in  the  common  caufe  of  the 
Empire's  being  invaded.  Strafourg  was  prevailed  with 

to 
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to  throw  off  the  neutrality  they  had  enjoyed  fince  the 
war  began  and  declare  for  the  Empire  in  this  quarrel. 
The  new  bifhop  of  Munfler  entered  into  the  fame  mea- 
fures,  and  all  together  made  a  confiderable  force,  that 
they  brought  into  the  field,  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine, 
about  the  end  of  Augurt,  or  beginning  of  September. 
The  old  duke  of  Lorrain  joined  them  v/ithhis  troops: 
the  duke  of  Lunenburg  was  there  in  perfon  ;  and  the 
elector  Palatine  had  the  command  of  the  army.  They 
were  divided,  as  well  as  the  Imperial  officers,  whether 
they  mould  enter  upon  any  confiderable  action  or  no 
till  the  duke  of  Brandenburg  came  up,  who  was  upon 
his  .march  at  the  head  of  a  very  .confiderable  army,  that 
joined  the  confederates  in  October.  This  gave  great 
hopes  and  defigns  of  entering  either  Lorrain  or  Burgun- 
dy, or  taking  Brifac,  or  at  leaft  Zaberne  and  Haguenau, 
and  thereby  fecuring  their  winter-quarters  in  Alface. 
Monfieur'Turenne,  played  a  defenfive  game,  with  a 
fmali  army,  and  ill  handled  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  fea- 
fon.  France  was  at  fuch  a  pinch  for  men,  or  fear  of 
an  irruption  into  their  country  from  Flanders  or  Alface, 
that  they  caufed  their  ban  and  arriere  ban,  the  aiTem- 
bling  whereof  had  been  long  difufed,  and  in  a  manner 
antiquated.  However,  witlifome  of  thefe  new  troops, 
and  a  reinforcement  from  Flanders  after  the  battle  of 
Seneffe,  monfieur  Turenne,  by  plain  force  of  (kill, 
and  that  admirable  fcience  in  the  conduct  of  war, 
which  no  captain  of  his  age  could  difpute  with  him, 
prevented  and  difappointed  every  one  of  the  confede- 
rates defigns,  without  ever  coming  to  a  fet  battle,  tho' 
not  without  feveral  fharp  fights  of  part  of  the  forces, 
upon  necefTity  or  advantage  :  fo  that  the  winter  ended 
with  the  allies  quitting  the  laft  point  they  pretended, 
and  would  have  been  indeed  decifive  in  the  iifue  of  this 
campaign,  which  was  the  German  army's  quartering 
in  Alface,  and  other  parts  on  that  fide  the  Rhine. 

The 
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The  rnoft  considerable  lofs  or  event  of  this  cam- 
paign upon  the  Rhine  was  the  death  of  the  young 
prince  of  Brandenburg,  who  died  about  the  end  of  it 
at  Straihurg,  of  a  fever  fo  violent  and  precipitate,  as 
gave  occafion  for  the  ufual  fufpicions  and  difcourfes 
that  attend  the  death  of  fuch  young,  princes,  as  give 
great  hopes  and  fears  to  their  enemies  and  friends. 
This  was  the  more  confidered  for  a  particular  and  inti- 
mate friendfhip  between  him  and  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who,  though  coufin-germans,  and  engaged  in  one  com- 
mon caufe,  were  yet  nearer  joined  by  likenefs  of  hu- 
mours, than  of  intereft,  and  by  the  ties  of  perfonal 
kindnefs,  than  of  blood  ;  and  I  never  knew  the  prince 
of  Orange  more  fenfible  of  any  misfortune  that  hap- 
pened to  him,  than  of  this. 

In  all  the  encounters  mentioned  on  this  fide,  no  for- 
ces were  oftener  fecn  or  more  felt,  or  gained  more  ho- 
nour for  their  firmnefs  and  bravery,  than  the  Englifh 
regiments  {till  remaining  in  the  French  fervice,towhom 
the  Germans  attributed  wholly  monfieur  Turenne's 
fuccefies,  as  he  did  a  great  deal  himfelf.  But  the  di- 
vifions  among  the  princes  that  made  up  the  confe- 
derate armies  may  juftly  be  faid  to  have  had  ail  the 
merit  that  was  not  perfonal  in  monfieur  Turenne-, 
who  was  certainly  allowed  by  all  that  compared  thern 
to  be  the  greateit  Captain  by  much  of  his  age,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  war  or  conduct  of  a  campaign  -,  though 
the  prince  of  Conde  was  thought  greater  in  a  day  of 
battle,  both  as  to  the  difpofal  and  order  of  an  army, 
vigorous  enterprize,  and  fharp,  as  well  as  pertinent  re- 
folutions,  upon  all  fudden  emergencies,  to  which  the 
courfe  and  chance  of  a  battle  is  everyway  fubje£t. 

For  Sweden  and  Denmark,  they  were  not  yet  entered 
into  the  lifts,  but  feemed  now  upon  the  point  of  taking 
party.  Sweden  had  acted  the  part  of  a  mediator  ever 
fince  the  breaking  up  of  the  treaty  at  Cologne,  both  by 
fheir  ambaflfador  at  Vienna  and  at  the  Hague,  who  plied 

both 
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both  thefe  courts  with  very  long  and  frequent  memo- 
rials to  that  purpofe  during  this  whole  dimmer-,  but 
they  had  been  as  hard  plied  themfelves  all  that  time 
by  the  practices  and  advantages  offered  by  France, 
both  to  that  crown,  and  the  chief  miniflers,  to  en- 
gage them  in  the  war.  Nothing  feemed  fo  likely  to 
determine  them,  as  the  treaty  and  expedition  of  the 
duke  of  Brandenburg  on  the  confederate  fide,  which 
laid  open  his  country  to  the  invafion  of  Sweden,  and 
gave  them  a  pretence  of  a  breach,  in  that  prince,  of 
the  treaties  between  them,  in  making  war  againft 
France  without  the  content  of  the  Swedes.  Therefore, 
as  foon  as  he  was  gone  towards  the  Rhine  with  all  the 
ftrength  of  his  forces,  the  Swedes  drew  the  beft  and 
greatefl  part  of  theirs  into  Pomerania  •,  and  as  the 
dukeof  Brandenburg  advanced  in  the  common  defigns 
againft  France  -,  To  Sweden,  without  declaring  war, 
purfued  their  meafures  with  that  crown,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  had  drawn  their  forces  into  the 
Brandenburg  country,  though  without  attempt  upon 
any  places,  and  even  with  pretence  at  firft  of  paying 
for  their  quarters,  which  was  reckoned  upon  as  friort- 
li  ved  among  foldiers  in  another  prince's  country,  whether 
friend  or  enemy.  The  prefent  effect  of  this  inroad,  was 
the  ending  of  another  pretence  of  that  crov/n,  which 
was  that  of  mediation,  and  fo  devolving  that  figure 
wholly  upon  his  majefty  j  and  on  the  other  fide  giv- 
ing hopes  to  the  confederates  of  engaging  Denmark 
on  their  fide,  if,  for  no  other  reaibn,  yet  upon  that 
old  one  among  them,  of  being  always  oppofite  to  Swe- 
den, and  their  intereft  or  allies. 

As  foon  as  the  prince  came  to  the  Hague  I  attended 
him,  and,  after  compliments  paffed,  I  acquainted  him 
with  what  his  majefty  had  commanded  me  of  his  per- 
gonal kindnefs  and  efteem  for  his  highnefs  -,  of  his 
refolutions  to  obferve  and  cultivate  his  prefent  friend- 
ship with  the  States,  anci  deiire  to  fee  a  general  peace 
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fcftored  to  Chriftendom,  in  which  he  intended  to  act 
wholly  in  concert  with  his  highnefs,  whofe  opinion 
as  to  the  thing,  and  the  conditions  moft  neceffary  for 
his  highnefs  to  infift  on,  he  very  much  defired  to  un- 
derfland  as  foon  and  as  fully  as  he  could.  The  prince 
anfwered  me  with  expreffions  of  duty  and  kindnefs  to 
his  majefty,  and  defires  of  a  near  conjunction  between 
the  two  nations,  which  he  thought  atone  could  make 
his  majefty  fafe  at  home  and  abroad.  For  the  peace* 
he  faid,  though  he  could  make  many  complaints  of  the 
conduct  both  of  the  Spaniards  and  Imperialifts  fince 
their  treaties  •,  yet  the  States  could  not,  with  any  faith 
or  honour,  make  a  feparate  peace,  upon  any  terms 
that  France  could  offer  them  :  that  a  general  peace 
could  not  be  made  without  leaving  Flanders  in  a  pofture 
of  defending  itfeif  upon  any  new  or  fudden  invafion, 
againft  which  no  guaranties  could  fecure  it:  that  Spain 
could  not  upon  any  exchange,  quit  the  county  of  Bur- 
gundy, or  Cambray,  nor  any  thing  in  Flanders  beyond 
the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  unlefs  it  were  Aire  and  St. 
Omer.  This,  he  faid,  was  his  opinion  ;  but  if  he 
might  know  the  king's,  and  find  it  at  all  confiftent 
with  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  his  own  honour 
towards  his  allies,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  bring 
it  about,  as  he  had  already  done  the  point  of  his  ma- 
jetty's  mediation,  which  v/as  accepted  both  at  Madrid 
and  Vienna.  I  told  him,  that  the  king,  having  been 
.he  author  and  guarantee  of  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  not 
having  yetleen  the  French  beaten  out  of  any  town  that 
was  given  them  by  that  treaty,  could  with  ill  grace 
propofe  any  thing  to  France  beyond  thofe  terms,  un- 
lefs it  were  upon  fome  equivalent.  He  replied  refo- 
lutely,  'Twere  better  going  on  with  the  war,  let  it  lad 
as  long,  and  coft  as  much  as  it  would  :  that  his  ma- 
jefty might,  if  he  pleafed,  induce  France  to  whatever 
he  thought  juft  \  and  could  never  fhew  him  fo  much 
kindnefs,  as  to  bring  him  out  of  this  war  with  honour  :. 

"  if 
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if  he  would  not,  it  muft  go  on  till  fome  change  hap- 
pened in  the  condition  of  the  parties,  to  make  the 
peace  more  neceflfary  on  one  fide  or  other :  how  it 
would  fall  out  he  could  not  tell,  and  muft  leave  it  to 
God  \  but  he  thought  they  had  as  fair  a  game  as  the 
French :  that  he  was  fure  they  might  have  been  ab- 
folutely  beaten  at  Seneffe,  if  the  count  de  Souches  had 
lb  pleafed,  and  have  had  a  fair  blow  for  it  again  at 
Oudenarde  :  that  he  was  fure  Germany  could  furnim 
more  and  better  men  than  France,  and  they  were  now 
in  a  manner  united  in  the  common  defence  \  and  he 
hoped  the  Emperor's  counfels  and  conduct  would  not 
be  fo  betrayed  as  they  had  been  :  that,  however,  he 
muft  perform  what  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  States,  was  engaged  in  to  their  allies,  let  it  coft 
what  it  would. 

I  imagined  in  what  he  faid  of  the  Emperor's  counfels, 
lie  reflected  upon  the  bufinefs  of  prince  Lakowitz* 
whole  difgrace  made  fo  great  noife  about  this  time* 
and  with  particulars  fo  extraordinary  of  the  French 
practices  in  that  court,  that  they  were  very  hard  to  be- 
lieve, and  very  uncertain  to  know  at  that  diftance, 
and  even  at  Vienna  irielf ;  and  therefore  I  would  not 
enter  into  them  with  the  prince,  nor  fhall  I  here,  as 
being  foreign  to  this  prefent  fcene. 

There  was  one  point  more  I  entered  into  with  the 
prince,  which  was  upon  occaiion  of  the  many  difcon- 
tented.perfons  in  England,  at  the  courfe  of  the  laft  mi- 
niftry  and  war,  who  were  fufpected  to  have  trinkledj 
at  leaft  with  Holland,  about  raifing  feditions,  and  per- 
haps infurrections  in  England,  if  the  war  continued, 
and  the  Dutch  fleets  fhould  appear  upon  our  ccafts* 
which  were  like  to  be  unguarded  the  next  fummer, 
by  the  (traits  his  majefty  was  in  for  money  to  fet  out 
a  fleet.  It  was  believed,  among  many  others,  my  lord 
Shaftfbury  was  one  that  had  of  late  played  this 
game  :  who;  having  been  as  deep  as  any  man  in  the 
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counfels  of  the  cabal,  and  gone  fo  far  in  the  public 
applaufe  of  them,  as,  in  a  ipeech  in  parliament,  to 
have  applied  the  delenda  Carthago  [Carthage  muft  be 
deftroyed]  to  our  intereftinthe  deftruction  of  Holland-, 
yet  when  he  faw  the  parliament  and  nation  fullen  up- 
on it,  and  that  the  king  could  not  purfue  it  with  fo 
much  ill  humour  in  both,  he  turned  ihort  upon  the 
court  and  the  reft  of  the  cabal,  fell  in  with  the  po- 
pular humour  in  the  city,  as  well  as  parliament,  de- 
cried the  prefent  defigns  and  conduct,  though  with 
the  lofs  of  his  chancellor's  place,  and  was  believed  to 
manage  a  practice  in  Holland  for  fome  infurrection 
here.  I  told  the  prince,  what  the  king  fufpected  of 
fome  of  his  fubj eels,  without  naming  any ;  how  much 
fervice  it  would  be  to  his  majefty  to  know  them  more 
certainly,  and  how  kind  it  would  be  in  his  highnefs  to 
difcover  them.  The  prince  was  itanch,  and  faid,  he 
was  fure  the  king  would  not  prefs  him  upon  a  thing 
fo  much  againft  all  honour,  as  to  betray  men  that 
profeffed  to  be  his  friends.  I  gave  his  majefty  an  ac- 
count of  all  that  parTed  between  the  prince  and  me, 
which  was  thought  at  court  both  cold  to  his  majefly, 
and  iliff  as  to  the  peace  •,  and  I  had  no  returns  or  or- 
ders upon  it  •,  but  within  a  week  or  ten  days  I  had  no* 
tice,  that  my  lord  Arlington  and  my  lord  OfTory  in- 
tended to  make  a  turn  into  Holland,  with  monfieur 
Odyke  and  his  two  filters,  to  make  a  vifit  to  their  friends 
at  the  Hague  -5  and,  about  the  beginning  of  December, 
they  arrived  in  the  king's  yachts,  but  without  any  fort 
of  character,  or  (hew  of  bufinefs. 

My  lord  Arlington  brought  me  a  letter  from  the 
'king,  written  all  with  his  own  hand  •,  and  telling  me 
he  had  fent  him  to  fet  right  fome  important  points 
between  his  majefty  and  the  prince,  which  ought  not 
to  lie  longer  in  doubt  •,  recommending  to  me  ail  the 
afilftance  I  could  give  him,  and  aiTuring  me  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  confidence  andkindnefs.    His  lordfhip  brought 
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the  molt  ample  credential  likewife,  that  could  be,  from 
his  majefty  to  the  prince,  who  flill  gave  me  part  of 
all  that  palled  between  them,  with  as  much  opennefs 
and  freedom,  as  the  other  did  with  coldnefs  and  referve  $ 
and  thereby  lent  me  many  lights  that  I  could  not  other- 
wife  have  had,  to  difcover  the  myftery  of  this  journey 
and  affair,  which  was,-  in  great  part,  a  fecret  to  my 
lord  treafurer  himfelf,  whom  yet  his  majefly  was 
thought  to  truft  at  that  time,  as  much  as  he  had  ever 
done  any  of  his  minifters. 

My  lord  Arlington,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of 
thofe  meafures  that  the  king  entered  into,-  during  the 
rmniftry  of  the  cabal  and  the  war  with  Holland,  iri  con- 
junction with  France,  found  himfelf  fomething  difcre- 
dited  with  his  mailer,  upon  the  ill  iffue  of  that  affair, 
and  the  neceffities  which  forced  him  to  a  feparate 
peace,  both  from  the  wants  of  his  treafury,  and  difcon- 
tents  of  his  parliament  and  people  in  general.  By  the 
degrees  this  lord's  favour  declined,  the  earl  of  Danby's 
increafcd,  who  fucceeded  my  lord  Clifford  in  the  trea- 
fury, which  had  ever  been  my  lord  Arlington's  ambi- 
tion. This  gave  him  an  implacable  envy  and  hatred 
againfl  my  lord  Danby ;  which  no  offices  of  friendfhips 
could  ever  allay.  He  was  not  well  with  the  nation  for 
having  had  fuch  a  part  in  breaking  the  courfe  of  the 
triple  alliance,  and  making  that  with  France  for  the 
ruin  of  Holland,  and,  as  was  commonly  thought,  for 
fome  ends  more  difpleafing  at  home.  Yet,  when  the 
ill  humour  of  the  parliament  had  broken  the  defigns 
cf  the  cabal,  and  made  my  lord  Shaftfbury  fliift  his 
fails,  and  fall  into  the  popular  ftream,  my  lord  Arling- 
ton had  gone  fo  far  upon  the  fame  fcent,  as  to  join 
with  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  fecretary  Coventry,  to 
perfuade  the  king  to  remove  the  duke  wholly  from 
court  and  public  bulmels,  as  a  means  to  appeafe  the 
diiccntents  of  the  parliament  upon  fome  jealoufies 
the  late  conducl  of  affairs   had  railed  among  them. 

By 
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By  this  counfel  my  lord  Arlington  had  very  much 
oifended  the  duke ;  and,  finding  himfelf  ill  with  his 
royal  highnefs,  with  the  parliament,  and  every  day 
declining  in  credit  with  the  king,  he  thought  there 
was  no  way  of  retrieving  his  game,  but  by  making 
himfelf  the  inftrument  of  fome  fecret  and  clofe  mea- 
fures  that  might  be  taken  between  the  king  and  the 
prince  of  Orange.  He  firft  infufed  into  his  majcfly  the 
neceffity  and  advantage  of  fuch  a  negotiation,  and  then 
that  of  his  being  employed  in  it,  from  the  intereft  his 
lady's  friends  and  kindred  in  Holland  would  be  able 
to  give  him,  as  well  as  from  the  credit  of  having  been 
fo  long  in  the  fecret  of  the  king's  affairs,  and  fo  befr 
able  to  give  them  fuch  colours  as  might  render  the 
late  conduct  of  them  lefs  difagreeable  to  the  prince. 
Though  he  profeffed  great  friendfhip  to  me,  yet  he  re- 
prefented  me  as  unlikely  to  be  treated  with  fuch  a  con- 
fidence from  the  prince  as  was  requifite  in  this  affair, 
for  having  been  fo  intimate  with  monfieur  De  Witt, 
in  my  former  embaffy  -,  and  gave  the  prince's  unwil- 
lingness to  fee  me  during  the  campaign,  as  a  teftimo- 
ny  of  his  diflike  or  at  leaft  indirTcrency,  to  me.  He 
propofed  going  over  with  all  the  auxiliaries  that  were 
like  to  be  of  any  fuccour  in  this  expedition,  carrying 
not  only  my  lady  Arlington,  but  madam  Beverwaert 

her  fifter,  who  had  fomethine  in  her  humour  and  con- 

... 
verfation  very  agreeable  to  the  prince  -,  Sir  Gabriel  Syl- 
vius, who  took  himfelf  to  be  in  great  credit  in  that 
court,  where  he  had  ferved  long,  and  particularly  with 
monfieur  Bentinck  •,  nor  was  it  forgot  to  carry  over 
Dr.  Durel,  as  a  man  fit  to  practife  monfieur  De  Maraff, 
a  French  minifier,  who  was  thought  to  have  credit  with 
the  prince  :  and  my  lord  Offory  was  known  to  have  a 
great  part  in  his  kindnefs  and  efteem,  as  well  from 
his  marriage  into  the  Beverwaert  family,  as  from  his 
bravery,  fo  much  applauded  in  all  actions,  where  he 
Vol.  II.  U  had 
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had  been,  which  was  a  quality  loved  by  the  prince, 
though  employed  againft  him. 

My  lord  Danby  had  been  made  to  believe,  that 
a  letter  from  the  prince  to  monfieur  Odyke,  then  one 
of  the  Dutch  ambaifadors  in  England,  had  given  occa- 
fion  for  this  journey,  as  if  the  prince  had  defired  fome 
perfon  there  from  the  king,  with  whom  he  might 
enter  into  the  laft  confidence  -,  but  the  prince  afTured 
me  there  was  no  fuch  thing,  and  that  monfieur  De  Ru- 
vio-ny,  the  French  minifter  at  London,  had  more  part 
in  this  journey  than  he,  or  perhaps  any  body  elfe  y 
and  that  all  the  endeavours,  ufed  towards  a  peace,  came 
from  that  fide. 

However  inftructed,  at  lead  thus  accompanied,  my 
lord  Arlington  came  to  the  Hague  •,  where  he  told  me, 
at  our  firft  meeting,  that  he  came  over  to  fet  right 
fome  things  between  the  king  and  the  prince,  that 
he  doubted  were  amifs ;  and  to  fettle  a  perfect  kind- 
nefs  and  confidence  between  them  for  the  time  to  come : 
that  to  do  this  he  mult  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fore* 
and  rake  into  things  paft,  which  was  an  unpleafant 

•  work,  and  which  I  could  not  do,  as  having  no  part  in 
the  king's  bufinefs  during  that  time  wherein  the  prince 
took  his  offence  at  our  counfels  :  that  the  king  had 
chofen  him  for  this  office,  bccaufe  he  could  beftjufti- 
fy  his  majefty's  intentions  towards  his  highnefs,  in 
the  whole'  courfe  of  that  affair:  that  for  the  peace, 
though  his  majefty  defired  it,  yet  he  would  not  meddle 
in  it,  unlefs  the  prince  of  himfelf  made  any  overtures 

•  about  it,  but  would  only  endeavour  to  give  the  prince 
what  lights  he  could,  as  to  the  ftate  of  things  in  ge- 
neral, and  what  he  might  hope  from  his  allies,  as  well 
as  from  France  :  that,  if  the  prince  made  no  advan- 
ces to  him  upon  it,  he  would  let  it  fall,  and  leave  it 

;  In  my  hands,  to  be  purfued  by  the  orders  I  (hould 
receive  :  that  he  knew  very  well,  fuch  a  commiffion  as 
his  might  look  unkind,  if  not  injurious,  to  another  am- 
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bafTador>  and  that  he  would  not  have  come  if  any 
other  had  been  here  \  but  the  king,  as  well  as  he,  rec- 
koned To  far  upon  the  friendfhip  between  us>  that  they 
were  both  confident  of  my  being  eafy  in  it,  and  giving 
him  any  afiiftance  he  mould  want  from  me,  which  he 
would  acquaint  me  with  as  the  matter  proceeded.  He 
faid  befides,  Thatj  after  having  fought  the  king's  battle 
with  the  prince,  he  mud  fight  another  of  his  own* 
who  did  not  deferve  the  coldnefs  his  highnefs  had 
of  late  expreiTed  to  him  •,  and  when  this  was  done,  all 
his  bufinefs  was  ended  here*  and  the  reft  would  be  on- 
ly feeing  his  friends,  and  finding  fome  diverfions  from 
a  new  fcene :  that  he  defired  I  would,  according  to 
the  forms,  bring  him  and  my  lord  OiTory,  the  firft 
time,  to  the  prince,  and  after  that  they  would  fee  him 
no  more  in  ceremony,  nor  give  me  that  trouble. 

I  told  his  lordfhip  1  was  very  glad  to  fee  him,  let 
his  bufinefs  be  what  it  would  :  that  I  mould  be  gladder 
yet  that  the  king's  bufinefs  fhould  be  done,  let  it  be 
by  whom  it  would,  but  much  more  that  it  might  be 
by  him  :  that  for  fetting  matters  right  between  the 
king  and  the  prince,  I  thought  it  the  belt  office  could 
be  done  them  both  :  that  for  the  way  he  mentioned 
of  raking  into  the  fore,  and  fighting  battles  in  defence 
or  justification  of  what  was  paft,  1  knew  not  what  to 
fay  to  it,  but  would  leave  it  to  his  own  prudence  ;  but 
from  what  I  knew  in  particular,  of  the  prince's  hu- 
mour and  thoughts,  whatever  he  did  of  that  fort,  I  be- 
lieved, mould  be  very  gentle,  and  not  go  too  deep  ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  was  always  of  opinion,  that  ex- 
poftulations  are  very  apt  to  end  well  between  lovers? 
but  ill  between  friends :  that  I  would  fend  to  th^  prince 
for  an  hour;  and,  when  I  had  brought  him  to  his  high- 
nefs, I  would  leave  him  there  after  the  firft  entrances 
were  pad,  and  defired  no  other  part  in  this  affair,  than 
what  he  thought  neceflkry  to  give  me  -,  whenever  he 
did>  I  mould  ierve  him  the  bell  I  could,  in  fo  good 
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an  endeavour  •,  and  for  the  'eft,  I  fhould  leave  the  field 
free  to  my  lord  Gffory  and  him,  while  they  ftaid  at 
the  Hague,  as  to  all  that  was  fecret :  as  to  the  reft,  I 
defired  they  would  make  what  ufe  they  pleafed  of  me 
and  my  houfe. 

My  lord  Arlington  took  all  I  faid  very  well  •,  faid* 
it  was  not  neceffary  I  fhould  leave  them,  after  I  had 
introduced  them  to  the  prince,  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  I  faw  he  would  not  diflike  it,  or  have  any  bo- 
dy thought  to  have  any  part  in  the  fuccefles  he  expect- 
ed :  fo  next  morning  I  brought  them  to  the  prince, 
and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  flay,  left  them  to- 
gether. The  prince  would  have  had  me  ftay,  but  my 
lord  Arlington  faid  not  a  word  •,  and  I  pretended  fome 
letters  preffed  me,  and  fo  went  away,  and  never  faw 
them  together  any  more  while  they  ftaid  at  the  Hague, 
nnlefs  at  dinner,  or  in  mixed  and  public  company. 

The  truth  is,  I  was  not  the  worfe  entertained,  du- 
ring the  courfe  of  this  adventure-,  for  my  lord  Arling- 
ton told  me  every  day  what  he  thought  fit,  of  all 
that  paffcd  between  them  ;  and  the  prince  told  me, 
not  only  the  thing,  but  the  manner  of  it,  which  was 
more  important  than  the  matter  itfelf  j  for  this  had 
no  effect,  but  the  other  a  great  deal,  and  that  lafted 
long.  My  lord  Arlington  told  me  much  of  his  ex- 
poftulations,  and  with  what  good  turns  of  wit  he  had 
juftifiec]  both  the  king's  part  in  the  late  war,  and  his 
own  ;  but  that  upon  all  he  found  the  prince  dry  and 
fulien,  or,  at  the  beft,  uneafy,  and  as  if  he  wifhed  it 
ended:  that  upon  difcourfe  of  the-ftate  of  Chriftendorn, 
and  what  related  to  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  5  he 
made  him  no  overtures  at  all,  nor  entered  further* 
than  that  the  king  might  bring  him  out  of  it  with. ho- 
nour if  he  pleafed,  and  with  iafety  to  Chriftendorn  ;  if 
not,  it  muft  goon  till  the  fortunes  of  the  parties  chang- 
ing, made  way  for  other  thoughts,  than  he  believed 
eicher  of  them  had  at  this  time  :  that  this  might  hap- 
pen 
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pen  after  another  campaign,  which  none  but  his  ma- 
jefty  could  prevent,  by  inducing  France  to  fuch  terms 
as  he  thought  juft  and  fafe  for  the  reft  of  Chriften- 
dom. 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  my  lord  Arlington  pre- 
tended to  have  paffed  in  three  long  conferences  \  af- 
ter which  it  grew  fo  uneafy  between  them,  that  he 
told  me  he  had  abfolutely  given  it  over,  and  would 
not  fay  a  word  more  of  bufinefs  while  he  was  there, 
and  attended  his  majefty's  orders,  after  the  return  of 
his  difpatches,  but  would  divert  himfelf  in  the  mean 
time  as  well  as  he  couW,  fee  the  prince  as  often  as  he 
pleafed  at  dinner,  or  in  company,  but  afk  it  no  more 
in  private,  unlefs  the  prince,  of  himfelf,  defired  it ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  gave  all  the  figns  of  being  equal- 
ly difappointed  and  difcontented  with  the  fuccefs  of 
this  undertaking. 

The  prince,  on  the  other  fide,  told  me  with  what 
arrogance  and  infolence  my  lord  Arlington  had  entered 
upon  all  his  cxpoitulations  with  him,  both  upon  the 
king's  chapter  and  his  own  :  that  it  was  not  only  in 
the  difcourfes  of  it,  as  if  he  pretended  to  deal  with  a 
child,  that  he  could  by  his  wit  make  believe  what  he 
pleafed  \  but  in  the  manner  he  faid  all  upon  that  fub- 
ject,  it  was  as  if  he  had  taken  himfelf  for  the  prince 
of  Orange,  and  him  for  my  lord  Arlington  :  that  all 
he  faid  was  fo  artificial,  and  giving  fuch  falie  colours 
to  things  every  body  knew,  that  he  that  was  a  plain 
man  could  not  bear  it,  and  was  never  fo  weary  of  any 
converfation  in  his  life.  In  Hiort,  all  the  prince  told 
me  upon  it  looked  fpited  at  my  lord  Arlington,  and 
not  very  much  fatisrled  with  the  king's  intentions  up- 
on this  errand ;  though  he  faid  he  was  fure  his  majefty 
never  intended  he  mould  treat  it  in  the  manner  he  had, 
jf  he  remembered  that  he  was  his  nephew,  though  no-' 
thing  elfe, 

U  3  Aftqr 
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After  the  firft  converfations,  my  lord  Arlington 
ftaid  near  fix  weeks  in  Holland,  either  upon  contrary 
winds  to  return  his  difpatches,  or  to  carry  him  away, 
often  at  dinner  with  the  prince  at  court  or  at  count 
Waldeck-'s,  or  monfieur  Odyke's,  or  with  me  putting 
on  the  belt  humour  and  countenance,  affecting  the 
figure  of  one  that  had  nothing  of  bufmefs  in  his  head, 
or  in  the  defign  of  his  journey,  but  at  heart  weary  of 
his  flay  in  Holland,  and  unwilling  to  return  with  no 
better  account  of  his  errand  -,  and,  as  it  proved,  he 
had,  reafon  for  both. 

I  found  the  Penfioner  and  oGunt  Waldeck  thought 
that  the  bent  of  my  lord  Arlington  was  to  draw  the 
prince  into  fuch  meafures  of  a  peace  as  France  then  fo 
much  defired  ;  into  a  difcovery  of  thofe  perfons  who 
had  made  advances  to  the  prince  or  the  States  of  rai- 
ling commotions  in  England  during  the  late  war ;  in- 
to fecret  meafures  writh  the  king  of  afiifling  him 
againft  any  rebels  at  home,  as  well  as  enemies  abroad ; 
and  into  the  hopes  or  defigns  of  a  match  with  the 
duke's  eldefl  daughter  :  though  they  faid  he  found 
the  prince  would  not  enter  at  all  into  the  firft,  wa§ 
obftinate  againft  the  fecond,  treated  the  third  as  a  dif- 
refpeft  to  the  king,  to  think  he  could  be  fo  ill  belov- 
ed, or  fo  imprudent,  to  need  it ;  and,  upon  mention 
made  of  the  lafl  by  my  lord  OfTory,  he  took  no 
further  hold  of  it  than  faying,  his  fortunes  were  not  in 
£  condition  for  him  to  think  of  a  wife. 

Thus  ended  this  myflical  journey,  which  I  have  the 
rather  unveiled,  becaufe,  perhaps,  no  other  could  do 
it;  nor  I,  without  fo  many  feveral  lights  from  fo 
many  feveral  hands  ;  and  becaufe,  though  it  brought 
forth  no  prefent  fruits  ;  yet  feeds  were  then  fcattered, 
out  of  which  fprung  afterwards  fome  very  great 
events. 

My  lord  Arlington  returned,  was  received  but  coldly 

by  the  king,    and  ill  by  the^duke,  who  was  angry 
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that  any  mention  had  been  made  of  the  lady  Mary, 
though  it  was  done  only  by  my  lord  OiTory,  and  whe- 
ther with  order  from  the  king,  or  no,  was  not  known  : 
fo  as  never  any  drain  of  court  (kill  and  contrivance 
fucceeded  fo  unfortunately  as  this  had  done,  and  fo 
contrary  to  all  the  ends  the  author  of  it  propofed  to 
himfelf.  Inftead  of  advancing  the  peace,  he  left  ic 
defperate  -,  inftead  of  eftablifhing  a  confidence  between 
the  king  and  the  prince,  he  left  all  colder  than  he  found 
it ;  inftead  of  entering  into  great  perfonal  confidence 
and  friendfhip  with  the  prince,  he  left  an  unkindnefs 
that  lafted  ever  after  I  inftead  of  retrieving  his  own 
credit^at  court,  which  he  found  waning  upon  the  in- 
creafe  of  my  lord  Danby's,  he  made  an  end  of  all 
he  had  left  with  the  king,  v/ho  never  after  ufed  him 
with  any  confidence  further  than  the  forms  of  his  place ; 
and  found  my  lord  treafurer's  credit  with  the  king 
more  advanced  in  fix  weeks  he  had  been  away,  than 
it  had  done  in  many  months  before. 

Whatever  was  the  occafion,  France  had  this  winter 
an  extreme  defire  of  a  peace  ;  and  left  no  ways  unat- 
tempted  to  obtain  it,  that  might  not  too  much  difco- 
ver  the  need  they  had  of  it.  I  fuppofe  they  might 
apprehend  what  the  confederates  reckoned  upon,  with 
perhaps  too  much  affu ranee ;  that,  if  they  could  gain 
one  battle,  they  mould  certainly  enter  France  \  and, 
if  ever  they  did,  the  ill  humours  grown  under  this, 
late  government  would  certainly  break  out,  and  make 
way  for  all  the  fucceifes  and  ravages  they  propofed  to 
themfelves  •,  or,  at  leaft,  for  fuch  terms  of  a  peace  as 
would  leave  all  the  neighbours  of  that  crown  in  fafety 
and  at  quiet.  A  talk  was  fet  on  foot  of  a  marriage  be- 
tween Monfieur'seldeft  daughter  and  the  king  of  Spain^ 
in  the  heat  of  the  war  :  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  pro- 
pofed at  Vienna  by  count  Oxenftiern  the  Swedifh  am- 
bafTador;  and  the  fending  Plenipotentiaries  immedi- 
ately after  to  treat  the^eace,  with  offers,  in  cafe  this 
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were  agreed  to,  that  the  affair  of  prince  William  of 
Furilemburg  fhouid  be  refpited  till  the  end  of  the  trea- 
ty, and  pafiports  fhouid  be  granted  for  the  duke  of 
Lorrain's  miniiters,  upon  which  difficulties  had  been 
made  :  practices  were  ufed  with  the  princes  of  Bran- 
denburg and  Lunenburg,  to  disjoin  them  from  the 
common  alliance,  and  a  particular  intelligence  was  held 
between  the  marfhal  D'Eflrades  and  one  who  had  been 
Penfioner  of  Maeftricht,  who  communicated  all  his 
letters  to  the  Penfioner  Fagel :  but  the  fum  of  all  was 
inftances  for  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Hol- 
land ;  a  breach  of  their  meafures  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  return  of  the  old  ones  with  France,  to- 
wards which  they  offered  all  the  advantages  that  could 
be  to  the  States  in  point  of  commerce,  and  all  the 
perfonal  ones  that  could  be  defired  by  a  prince  of 
Orange. 

i  But.  the  prince  was  unmoveable  in  the  point  of  not 
leaving  his  allies ;  though  he  began  to  forefee  he  was  like 
to  play  a  hard  game  with  them  next  fummerin  the  field, 
arid  perhaps  a  harder  with  the  people  at  home,  who 
grew  impatient  for  a  peace,  both  upon  the  cruel  taxes 
the  war  had  railed,  and  upon  the  prefent  decay  of  trade, 
as  well  as  apprehenfion,  that,  with  longer  continuance 
of  the  war,  it  would  run  fo  far  into  a  new  channel  by 
England  as  never  to  be  retrieved.  Upon  thefe  con- 
federations the  prince  refolved  to  make  one  effort  to- 
wards a  peace  with  honour  before  this  feafon  ended, 
and  made  all  further  thoughts  of  it  give  way  to  the, 
actions  of  the  approaching  campaign.  His  fcheme  was 
this,  That  a  match  mould  be  made  between  the  king  of 
Spain. and  Mademoifelle  :  that  France  mould  give  with 
her  in  dowry  the  late  conquered  places  in  Flanders  : 
that  the  sking  mould  make  this  match,  and  upon 
thefe  terms  :  and  that  he  mould  have  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  his  good  offices  in  it.  By  this 
means  a  peace  would  be  made  yith  fafety  to  Spain  and 

to 
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to  Holland,  by  fecuring  again  the  frontiers  of  Flanders ; 
with  honour  to  France,  who  parted  with  the  conquer- 
ed towns  only  as  dowry  to  a  daughter  of  France  •,  with- 
out any  blemifh  to  the  prince's  honour  or  faith  in  his 
alliances ;  and  with  honour  and  profit  both  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  which  laft  was  thought  no  unwelcome  circum- 
ftance  at  that  time  in  our  court. 

This  the  prince  and  Penfioner  having  digefted  the 
bed  way  they  could,  and  deduced  to  me,  defired  me 
to  propofe  to  the  king,  as  the  only  way  of  making 
the  peace  he  fo  much  defired ;  as  a  thing  they  were 
fure  he  could  do,  and  that  France  could  not  deny  him 
if  he  would  prefs  ic  •,  and  as  the  laft  degree  of  favour 
his  majefly  could  exprefs  to  the  prince,  who  could  no 
other  way  come  out  of  this  war  with  honour.  They 
defired  me  to  write  it  to  the  king  himfelf,  and  that  no- 
thing might  be  faid  of  it  to  any  other  perfon,  till  his 
rnajefty  mould  return  me  his  opinion  upon  it. 

i  did  fo  by  two  letters  to  the  king,  but  had  no 
hopes  given  me  that  it  would  be  effected  :  Whether 
France  took  the  defires  of  the  prince  for  an  argument 
of  his  being  weary  of  the  war,  or  that  he  found  the 
people  were  fo ;  or  whether  they  would  not  end  the 
v/ar,  without  breaking  the  force  and  confidence  of  the 
prefent  alliance,  or  (as  the  prince  thought)  without 
leaving  Flanders  open  for  another  invafion,  when  fome 
better  conjuncture  fhould  make  way  for  it ;  or  whe- 
ther the  revolt  of  MefTina  had  given  them  hopes  of 
diiabiing  Spain,  by  drawing  their  forces  on  that  fide, 
and  difpofing  them  to  a  peace  by  this  wound  in  a  part 
fo  tender,  and  that  might  fpread  fo  far  into  Italy  ;  or 
whether  they  had  now  abfolutely  engaged  the  crown 
of  Sweden  to  enter  into  the  war,  and  believed  that,  by 
the  impreffion  that  crown  would  make  in  Pomerania, 
they  might  not  only  recal  the  duke  of  Brandenburg 
and  his  forces  from  the  Rhine,  buir,  if  they  fucceeded, 
might  fo  alarm  the  Empire  on  that  fide,  as  to  break, 

or 
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or  very  much  weaken  any  conjunction  of  their  forces 
next  fummer  on  this  fide  the  Rhine.  However  it  was, 
this  attempt  of  the  prince  failed,  and  fo  all  further 
thoughts  of  a  prefent  peace  ended,  and  left  me  only 
to  purfue  the  cold  fcent  of  a  mediation  in  the  common 
forms,  while  the  preparations  were  making  on  all  fides 
for  a  warm  fummer  in  the  field. 

The  prince  this  February  went  intoGuelderland,  to 
eftablifh  the  new  magiftracy  there  according  to  his  of- 
fice of  Stadthojder.  Whilft  he  was  there,  the  depu- 
ties of  that  province*  by  unanimous  confent,  made 
him  an  offer  of  the  fovereignty  of  that  country,  with 
the  ancient  title  of  duke  of  Guelderland,  which  they 
pretended  had  been  formerly  in  fome  of  his  anceflors. 
.The  prince  faid,  he  would  give  them  no  anfwer  upon 
an  affair  of  fuch  moment  without  firft  advifmg  with  the 
other  provinces.  He  immediately  writ  to  thofe  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht,  to  communicate  this 
offer  to  them,  and  demand  their  advice  upon  it.  Zea- 
land returned  theirs  againft  his  accepting  it ;  grounding 
it  upon  the  jealoufies  it  might  raife  in  the  other  provin- 
ces, and  inconfiflence  of  it  with  the  conftitutions  of 
their  union,  which  left  none  of  the  provinces  at  liber- 
ty to  difpofe  of  their  fovereignty  without  confent  of 
the  reft.  Utrecht  returned  their  anfwer  with  advice 
to  accept  it.  Holland  was  longer  depending,  upon 
the  delays  neceifary  in  running  the  circle  of  fo  many 
towns  :  fo  that,  before  it  was  concluded,  the  prince, 
upon  receiving  the  advice  of  Utrecht,  returned  them 
immediately  his  anfwer,  with  notice,  that  he  had  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  to  the  States  of  Guelderland,  from  ac- 
cepting the  offer  they  had  made  him. 

Nothing  could  more  employ  the  bufy  heads  of  this 
time,  than  the  courfe  of  this  affair  ;  fome  attributing  it 
to  the  ambition  of  the  prince,  and  prefaging  the  fame 
defign  upon  the  reft  of  the  provinces ;  others  laying' 
h  to  the  charge  of  fome  of  Jiis  young  counfellors  j 

others 
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others  to  a  defign  of  founding  the  humour  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  of  having  the  honour  to  refufe  it,  after 
they  mould  all  have  advifed  him  to  accept  it,  as 
'twas  believed  they  would  do.  For  my  own  part,  I 
can  fay  nothing  of  it  with  certainty,  having  never  feen 
the  prince  while  it  was  upon  the  anvil,  nor  difcourfed 
with  him  upon  this  fubjecl:  either  before  or  after :  but 
if  it  were  an  ambition  bent  upon  the  fovereignty  of 
the  reft  of  the  provinces,  as  well  as  Guelderland,  it  was 
a  defign  very  different  from  all  his  proceedings  in  the 
courle  of  the  war,  when  France  had  propofed  it  to 
him  with  all  the  advantages  and  fupport  that  could  be  ♦, 
and  as  different  from  what  he  had  ever  feemed  to  un- 
derftand,  and  to  be  as  much  perfuaded  of  as  any  man, 
That  a  fovereign  prince  in  Holland  would  certainly  anci 
foon  ruin  the  trade,  and  confequently  the  riches  and 
greatnefs,  of  that  State,  and  leave  a  prince  of  it  with- 
out power  or  confideration  in  the  world  ;  whereas  the 
princes  of  Orange,  in  the  poft  they  have  held  for  four 
generations,  have  entered  into  wars  and  treaties  with 
a  regard  and  weight  equal  to  mofl  of  the  kings  of 
Chriftendom.  For  young  councilors  that  were  thought 
to  have  engaged  the  prince  in  this  adventure,  I  cannot 
fpeak  with  more  certainty  than  of  the  intention  ;  but 
I  am  lure,  if  they  were  in  it,  they  were  not  alone  ; 
for  none  doubts  of  monfieur  Fagel's  having  been  for 
it  •,  and  monfieur  Beverning,  who  was  ever  thought  as 
ftanch  a  patriot  as  any  man  among  them,  told  me  him- 
felf,thathe  had  advifed  the  prince  to  accept  of  it-,  which 
I  believe  he  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  forefeen 
any  danger  from  it  to  his  country.  But  whether  the 
prince  or  his  friends  had  the  part  that  was  commonly 
thought  in  the  firft  overture,  'tis  certain  an  intereft  of 
the  deputies  and  magiflrates,  as  well  as  nobles,  of  Guel- 
derland had  a  fhare  in  it  too.  For  whereas  this  is  the 
firft  province  in  the  union,  and  abounds  with  nobles 
more  than  all  the  reft;  yet,  by  reafon  of  their  po- 
verty 


300  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

verty  from  a  barren  foil,  and  want  of  trade,  they  are 
lefs  confidered  than  feveral  other  provinces,  and  their 
voice  has  been  in  a  manner  fwallowed  up  by  that  of 
Holland,  who,  by  their  trade  and  riches,  have  a  great 
influence  upon  thofe  ofGuelderland.  The  deputies  of 
this  province  finding  themfelves  yet  lefs  considerable 
in  the  union  than  they  were  before  the  war,  which  had 
extremely  impoverifhed  their  country  during  the  French 
conquefts,  thotight  there  was  no  way  of  recovering 
fuch  a  confideration  in  the  State,  as  fuited  with  the 
rank  and  dignity  they  held,  but  devolving  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  province  upon  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Befides,  many  of  the  nobles  there,  having  pretences 
for  themfelves  or  their  friends  in  the  military  employ- 
ments, thought  to  make  their  court  to  the  prince,  up- 
on whom  thofe  charges  depended,  by  advancing  fuch 
a  propofition  :  and  this  was  certainly  a  -great  ingredient 
into  the  firft  conception  of  it  •,  but  whether  con^ 
nived  at,  or  feconded  by  the  prince,  or  his  friends, 
or  with  what  aims  or  inftructions,  I  cannot  fay  ;  and 
fo  leave  it  as  a  mufhroom  that  grew  up  fuddenly,  and 
as   fuddenly  withered,  and  left  no  fign  where  it  had 


grown. 


At  the  prince's  return  to  the  Hague  in  March  1675, 
I  received  a  letter  from  his  majefty's  own  hand,  telling 
me  of  fome  advices  given  him,  That  the  prince  in- 
tended to  come  over  into  England  againft  the  approach- 
ing feftion  of  parliament  \  and  commanding  me  to 
hinder  it,  as  if  his  majefty  believed  the  thing.  I  ad- 
ventured to  allure  the  king  there  could  be  nothing  of 
it,  before  I  faw  the  prince  5  but,  when  I  did,  I  pre- 
tended not  to  have  had  it  from  his  majefty,  but  that 
I  heard  fuch  a  thing  had  been  whifpered  to  him.  He 
laid,  Yes,  and  he  believed  by  lord  Arlington,  who 
had  -fometimes  talked  of  that  journey  after  the  peace 
fhould  be  made  ;  however  it  came,  he  was  forry  the 
king  fhould  believe  it  :  that  he  was  his  majefty's  fer, 

vant3 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679.  301 

vant,  and,  if  he  could  do  him  no  fervice,  he  would 
at  leaft  do  him  no  harm  :  but,  if  the  king  would  be 
otherwife  pofTefled,  he  could  not  help  it  :  yet  he  de- 
fired  me  to  allure  him,  there  had  never  been  any  ground 
for  fuch  a  report.  In  the  afternoon  the  prince  came 
to  me,  and  told  me  in  great  heat,  he  had,  fince  he 
faw  me,  received  the  moft  impertinent  letter  from 
lord  Arlington  that  ever  was  upon  that  fubject,  treat- 
ing it  as  a  refolution  certain  and  intended  for  raifing 
heats  in  the  parliament,  and  commotions  in  the  king- 
dom j  telling  him,  'Twas  like  to  prove  but  an  ill 
friendfhip  between  the  king  and  him,  if  it  was  to  be 
mad^  a  coup  de  batons  [with  blows]  j  and  putting  him 
in  mind,  §{jfil  y  a  des  playes  chez  vousy  qui  faigneront 
enccrefiTcn  y  met  la  main,  [That  there  are  lome  wounds 
among  you,  which  will  bleed  afrefh  if  they  be  but 
touched.]  The  prince  faid  he  knew  well  enough  what 
lord  Arlington  meant  by  that  exprefiion,  for  he  had 
told  monfieur  Van  Rheede  in  England,  when  he  went 
over  upon  the  firft  motions  of  the  lad  peace,  that  the 
king  could  make  the  prince  be  ferved  as  De  Witt  was, 
if  he  would  fet  himfelf  about  it.  Upon  this  he  fell  in- 
to the  greater!  rage  that  ever  I  faw  him  in,  againft  my 
lord  Arlington,  calling  this  proceeding  malicious  and 
in  (blent  -,  laying  he  would  write  to  him  what  he  defend- 
ed, but  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  him 
beyond  common  forms ;  that,  fince  he  knew  not  how 
to  truft  the.  king's  minifters,  he  would  write  to  the 
king  himfelf,  and  defired  me  to  convey  his  letters  ib 
as  they  might  come  to  no  other  hand. 

Soon  after,  count  Waldeck  went  to  Vienna  to  con- 
cert the  actions  of  the  next  campaign,  where  count 
Montecucuii  was  appointed  to  command  the  Imperial 
forces  inftead  of  the  duke  de  Bournonville  ;  and  the 
count  de  Souches  was  fent  away  into  a  government  in 
Hungary.  In  March  the  elector  of  Brandenburg  came 
to  Cleves  upon  the  fame  concert,  where  he  was  met  by 

the 
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the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  marquis  de  Grana  the 
Emperor's  minifter  :  but  the  main  point,  debated 
here,  was  thought  to  be  the  defence  necefTary  to  be 
made  in  Pomerania  againft  the  Swede,  who  began  now 
to  throw  off  the  mafk,  to  ravage  the  country,  and  to 
attack  fome  places  necefTary  for  their  quarters.  The 
money  likewife  paid  that  court  from  France  at  Ham- 
burgh had  been  fo  public  and  fo  avowed,  that  none 
further  doubted  of  a  fudden  and  open  rupture  from 
that  crown.  Whereupon  the  Hates  fent  to  monfieur 
Ehernftein  (then  Swedifh  ambafTador  at  the  Hague* 
and  who  would  have  kept  ftill  the  figure  of  a  media- 
tor) to  put  in  no  more  memorials  to  the  States  up- 
on that  occafion  ;  fince  they  could  not  receive  them 
from  a  minifter,  whofe  prince  had  openly,  and  without 
caufe,  attacked  one  of  their  allies. 

At  this  time  arrived  an  ambaffador  from  Denmark 
at  the  Hague,  to  try  what  advantages  his  mafter  could 
make  of  this  prefent  conjuncture,  by  terms  of  enter- 
ing into  the  alliance  agairift  France  and  Sweden.  And* 
all  things  being  thus  in  the  higheft  fermentation,  a 
fudden  damp  fell  upon  the  whole  mafs  of  thefe  great 
affairs  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  which 
lliewed  him  to  be  the  fpring  that  gave  motion  to  all 
the  other  wheels  -9  for  while  his  illnefs  lafted,  and  the 
event  was  doubtful,  all  was  in  fuipenfe,  and  none  of 
the  parties  engaged  feemed  to  have  other  motions  or 
fentiments  than  what  were  raifed  by  the  hopes  or  fears 
of  fo  important  a  life.  After  fome  days  fever  it  pro- 
ved the  fmall-pox,  which  had  been  very  fatal  in  his 
family,  and  gave  the  greater  apprehenfions  to  his 
friends,  and  his  country,  who  expreffed  indeed  aftrange 
concernment  upon  this  occafion,  by  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  enquire  after  every  minute's  progreis 
of  his  illnefs.  Whilft  it  lafted,  he  had  taken  a  fancy 
hardly  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing  but  what  came  from 
Iny  houfe,  which  the  people  often  took  notice  of  as  it 
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patted ;  and  though  perhaps  few  foreigners  have  had  the 
luck  to  be  better  thought  of  or  ufed  in  a  ftrange  coun- 
try, than  we  had  ever  been  in  Holland  ;  yet  feveral  of 
our  Dutch  friends  told  us,  that,  in  cafe  any  thing 
fatal  happened  to  the  prince  from  this  difeafe,  they  be- 
lieved the  people  would  pull  down  our  houfes,  and  tear 
us  all  in  pieces,  upon  knowing  what  he  took  in  his 
ficknefs  came  from  our  hands.  God  be  thanked  all 
paired  without  any  bad  accident,  though  ill  fymptoms 
at  finl  ♦,  and  his  recovery,  next  to  the  blefling  of  God, 
was  owing  to  the  great  evennefs  of  his  temper,  and 
conftancy  of  mind,  which  gave  way  to  no  impreffions 
or  imaginations  that  ufed  to  be  of  fo  ill  coniequence 
in  that  difeafe  ;  fo  that  it  paffed  in  the  common  forms, 
and  within  twenty  days  he  was  abroad,  and  fell  into 
the  prefent  bulinefs  of  the  fcene,  among  which  the 
preparation  for  the  campaign  was  the  chief. 

I  cannot  here  forbear  to  give  monfieur  Bentinck  the 
character  due  to  him,  of  the  bell  fervant  I  have  ever 
known  in  prince's  or  private  family.     He  tended  his 
mailer,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  difeafe,  both- 
night  and  day  -,  nothing  he  took  was  given  him,  nor 
he  ever  removed  in  his  bed,  by  any  other  hand  ;  and 
the  prince  told  me,  that  whether  he  llept  or  no  he 
could  not  tell,  but,  in    fixteen  days  and   nights,  he 
never  called  once  that  he  was  not  anfwered  by  mon- 
fieur Bentinck,  as  if  he  had  been  awake.     The  firrr. 
time  the  prince  was  well  enough  to  have  his  head 
opened  and  combed,  monfieur  Bentinck,  as  foon  as  it 
was  done,  begged  of  his  mailer  to  give  him  leave  to 
go  home,  for  he  was  able  to  hold  up  no  longer  :    he 
did  fo,  and  fell  immediately  fick  of  the  fame  difeafe, 
and    in  great   extremity  ;    but   recovered    juft   foon 
enough  to  attend  his  mailer  into  the  field,  where  he 
was  ever  next  his  perfon. 

The  campaign  happened  to  begin  later  than  it  ufed 
to  do  on  the  French  fide  ;  both  from  the  expectation 

what 
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what  the  prince's  ficknefs  would  end  in,  and  from  ibme 
commotions  fucceeding  one  another  about  this  time 
in  Guyenne  and  Britany,  upon  occafion  of  the  impofts 
or  gabels,  which  drew  fome  of  the  French  forces  into 
thofe  parts.  But  when  thofe  troubles  were  ended,  as 
they  were  by  an  unufual  flrain  of  lenity  and  clemency 
in  compofing  them,  all  imaginable  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  prepare  in  France  for  the  campaign  :  the  king 
intended  to  attack  Flanders  at  the  head  of  all  the 
choice  of  his  forces,  and  with  the  greateft  vigour  and 
impreffion  he  could  make  this  year  upon  the  Spanifti 
Netherlands ;  yet  the  king  pretended  to  be  but  a  vo- 
lunteer in  the  army,  of  which  he  declared  the  prince 
of  Conde  general,  whether  to  put  the  greateft  compli- 
ment he  could  on  fo  great  merit,  or  to  hinder  his  bro- 
ther from  making  difficulty  of  acting  under  that 
prince's  orders.  And  monfieur  de  Turenne  was  to  be 
employed  in  Alface,  to  attend  and  amufe  as  much  as 
he  could  the  German  Army,  for  fear  of  giving  the  king 
too  much  diverfion  in  Flanders  -,  and  this  with  orders 
to  act  by  concert  with  count  Wrangel,  General  of  the 
Swedifh  forces  in  Pomerania,  who  gave  hopes  of  march- 
ing fo  far  into  Germany  as  to  concert  his  actions,  or 
at  lead  motions,  with  thofe  of  monfieur  de  Turenne. 
On  the  other  fide  the  confederates  were  as  bufy  in  their 
provifions  againfc  thefe  defigns.  The  elector  of  Mentz 
was  drawn  to  throw  off  the  remainders  of  his  neutrali- 
ty, and  to  receive  the  Imperial  troops  into  his  towns, 
us  Straiburg  had  done  ;  and  practices  were  fet  on  foot 
to  change  the  temper  of  the  court  of  Bavaria,  with 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  Montecuculi  prepared  to  come  down 
into  Alface  with  the  army  of  the  Emperor  and  the  ad- 
joining circles  :  and  the  elector  of  Brandenburg  came 
to  the  Hague  after  the  prince  of  Orange's  illnefs,  where 
treaties  were  concluded  with  the  king  of  Denmark's 
minifters,  and  renewed  with  the  duke  of  Lunenburg. 
After  which-the   elector  went  immediately  away  to 

the 
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the  relief  of  his  own  fubjedts  and  country,  then  in- 
vaded and  fpoiled  by  the  open  hoftility  of  the  Swedifh 
forces.  Whilft  he  was  at  the  Hague,  the  compliments 
paiTed  in  form  between  us,  but  without  vifit  or  inter- 
view, though  the  elector  defired  and  purfued  it  with 
more  inftance  than  I  well  underftood  :  for  he  fent  his 
minifter  at  the  Hague  firfl  to  me,  and  afterwards  en- 
gaged the  prince  himfelf  to  endeavour  it,  by  finding 
fome  expedient  in  the  difficulties  of  ceremony,  or  elfe 
by  propofing  a  third  place.  But  the  French  ambalTa- 
dors  having  taken  up  a  form  of  refilling  to  vifit  any 
elector  unlefs  they  might  have  the  hand  given  them 
in  thofe  princes  houfes,  and  the  electors  having  never 
confented  to  it,  I  told  the  prince  I  could  not  go  lower 
than  the  French  ambalTadors  did,  in  that  or  any  other 
point  -,  and  that  meeting  in  a  third  place  would  look 
like  a  fort  of  approving  the  refufal  made  by  the  elec- 
tors ;  and  fo  I  never  faw  this  prince  during  his  flay  at 
the  Hague  ;  much  to  my  regret  becaufe  I  had  been 
preporTeffed  of  many  qualities  very  efteemable  in  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  how  ufelefs  foever  for  the  prefent, 
yet  the  forms  of  his  majefly's  mediation  went  on  :  af- 
ter it  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties,  the  firft  point 
that  came  to  be  confidered  on,  was  the  place  of  treaty; 
about  which  the  Swedes  could  notfurmount  the  diffi- 
culties during  the  courfe  of  their  mediation.  The 
houfeof  Auftria  propofed  to  have  the  congrefs  in  fome 
of  the  free  towns  of  the  Empire,  as  Franckfort,  Ham- 
burgh, Strafburg,  and  fome  others  1  France  refufed 
ever  to  come  into  any  town  of  the  Empire,  upon  the  in- 
fults  they  received  and  complained  of  fo  much  at  Co- 
logne, in  the  feizure  of  prince  William  of  Furftenburg, 
and  a  great  fum  of  the  French  money  there  •,  but  offer- 
ed at  the  fame  time,  to  come  and  treat  at  Breda,  though 
belonging  to  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war; 
which  they  would  make  pafs  for  a  great  condefcenfion 
and  teftimony  of  that  king's  inclination  to  a  peace. 
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The  confederates,  on  the  other  fide,  would  not  hear 
of  Breda  :  they  took  that  propofition  as  an  artifice,  firft, 
to  ingratiate  with  the  States  beyond  the  reft  of  their 
allies  ;  but  next,  which  was  the  point  of  importance, 
they  looked  upon  it  as  defigned  to  carry  on  either  a 
feparate  treaty  with  the  States,  or,  at  lead,  private 
meafures  and  correipondencies  with  feveral  towns  and 
perfons  of  thofe  provinces,  fo  as  to  induce  or  force  the 
States  at  laft  into  a  feparate  treaty  with  France,  upon 
the  difficulties  or  delays  that  might  arife  in  a  general 
one.     And  upon  this  point  the  allies  were  fo  jealous, 
that  the  States  deputies  of  the  foreign  committee,  who 
managed  all  thefe  affairs  in  the  firft  refort,  thought  it 
neceffary  to  feem  as  averfe  againft  treating  in  any  of 
their  dominions,  as  any  of  the  allies.     Thus  all  places 
in  Germany,  France,  and  the  Low-countries,   feemed 
abfolutely  excluded  by  one  part  or  other ;  and  London 
was  difliked  by  all,  as   too  remote,  and  of  difficult 
and  uncertain  commerce  for  letters,  by  reafon  of  the 
fea.     After  much  perplexity  upon  this  lubjecl,  in  ma- 
ny conferences  I  had  with  the  deputies,  and  difcourfes 
with  the  Penfioner,  I  propofed  two  places  as  the  only 
I  could  think  of,  left  for  any  attempt,  upon  all  cir- 
cumftances  :  the  firft  was  Cleves,  which  could  not  be 
faid  to  belong  to  the  Empire,  but  to  the  elector  of 
Brandenburg,  as  duke  of  Cleves,  and  not  as  a  prince 
of  the  Empire.     The  other  was  Nimeguen,  as  being 
the  laft  town  belonging  to  the  States,   and  upon  the 
borders  of  Germany.  Both  towns  capable  of  fuch  a  re- 
ception as  was  neceifary,  both  in  good  air,  and  eafy  of 
accefs  from  all  parts,  centered  between  Spain  and  Swe- 
den, between  the  Empire  and  France,  and  near  England, 
where  the  fpring  of  this  treaty  was  conceived  to  be.    I 
thought  France  might  not  diflike  Cleves,  even  upon 
thofe  regards  the  allies  fufpected,  of  the  vicinity  to  the 
States  •,  and  the  confederates  could  not  except  againft 
jt?  as  belonging  to  one  of  them,     On  the_other  fide, 

if 
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if  the  allies  approved  Cleves,  and  France  fhould  refufe 
it,  yet  they  could  not  after  wards  difapprove  of  Nime- 
guen,  which  was  but  three  leagues  nearer  the  Hague 
or  Amfterdam  (where  they  fufpeded  the  French  prac- 
tices) and  disjoined  from  both  by  necelfary  pafTage  of 
great  riven,  which  made  the  commerce  more  difficult 
and  flow  than  it  would  be  from  other  towns  of  the 
States  dominions.  Another  reafon  was,  that  I  knew 
no  other  to  name,  that  did  not  feem  previoufly  exclu- 
ded. And  upon  this  the  deputies  confented  that  I 
fhould  propofe  both  to  the  king,  that  he  might  do  the 
feme  to  all  the  parties  :  but  that  1  fhould  begin  with 
Cleves,  which  I  did. 

This  France  refufed,  upon  pretence  of  fome  depend- 
ence upon  the  Empire  i  but,  as  was  thought,  upon- 
pique  to  the  duke  of  Brandenburg,  with  whom  they 
were  more  offended  at  this  time  than  with  any  of  the 
allies.  After  this  refufal,  Nimeguen  being  advanced, 
France  firft  accepted  it,  and  afterwards  the  allies,  who 
could  not  well  refuie  it,  after  having  expreffed  they 
would  have  been  fatisfied  with  Cleves  :  and  fo  this  place 
came  to  be  fixed  for  the  fcene  of  this  negotiation. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  France  accepted  the  place 
of  treaty^  they  declared,  that  they  would  not  however 
fend  any  ambafTadors  thither  till  the  Emperor  had 
given  them  fatisfacfion  upon  the  two  points,  fo  long 
infilled  on,  of  prince  William  of  Furflenburg's  liberty, 
and  reftitution  of  the  money  feized  at  Cologne,  which 
were  points  had  been  hitherto  as  obftinately  refufed  at 
Vienna,  as  demanded  by  France  ;  fo  as  thefe  paces  to- 
wards a  peace  gained  at  prefent  very  little  ground,  but 
left  way  for  the  actions  and  fuccefles  of  the  enfuing 
campaign,  to  determine  the  times,  the  methods,  and 
conditions  of  their  pretended  treaty. 

The  French  began  their  action  by  the  fiegeofLim- 

bourg,  with  one  part  of  their  army  ;    whilft  the  king, 

with  the  reft,  lay  encamped  in  a  poll:  moil  convenient 

X  2  to 


308  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

to  open  any  attempt  of  relieving  it,  to  which  purpofe 
the  prince  was  upon  his  march  ;  but,  after  a  Jhort 
and  weak  refinance,  it  was  taken  before  he  could  ap- 
proach it :  for,  befides  fome  delays  forced  by  his  fick- 
nefs,  he  began  here  to  feel  the  weight  that  hung  about 
him  in  all  the  courfe  of  this  war,  from  the  uncertain 
and  (law  marches  of  the  German  horfe,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  and  diforders  of  the  Spanifh  troops  -,  which  were 
neceffary  to  make  up  his  army  of  ftrength  to  oppofe 
that  of  France,  compofed  of  fuch  numbers,  fuch  brave 
and  experienced  troops,  and  under  fo  great  a  comman- 
der as  the  prince  of  Conde  and  fo  gallant  officers. 

After  the  taking  of  Limbourg,  the  French  and  con- 
federate armies  in  Flanders  fell  into  no  confiderable  ac- 
tion or  attempt :  neither  daring  to  (it  down  before  any 
place  of  ftrength,  whilft  the  other  army  attended  them, 
and  was  ready  to  relieve  it ;  and  neither  feeming  very 
earned  to  come  to  a  battle  (unlefs  with  evident  advan- 
tages) upon  the  lofs  of  which  fo  great  confequences 
feemed  to  depend,  as  the  French  entire  conqueft  of 
Flanders,  on  the  one  fide  ;  or  the  confederates  march- 
ing directly  into  France,  on  the  other,  after  any  great 
victory.  Befides,  they  feemed  to  be  amufed  by  the 
expectation  of  what  was  likely  to  pais  in  Germany,  both 
upon  the  Rhine  between  the  Imperial  ids  and  French, 
and  inPomerania  between  the  Swede  and  Brandenburg  ; 
which,  without  new  fucceffes  in  the  Low-countries, 
were  like  to  decide,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  fate  of 
this  war  •,  whilft  the  confederates  equally  prefumed  of 
their  fuccefTes  in  Alface,  and  the  French  of  thofe  of 
the  Swedes  in  the  north. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  king  of  France,  weary 
cf  a  dull  campaign,  left  the  army  to  the  prince  of 
Conde,  and  returned  with  his  court  to  Verfaiiles  ;  and, 
the  fame  month,  his  majefty,  feeing  the  negotiations 
of  the  peace  laid  at  prefent  afleep,  fent  for  me  to  make 
2  (hort  turn  into  England,  and  give  an  account  of  all 
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the  obfervations  I  had  been  able  to  make  abroad  upon 
the  prefent  difpofitions  and  conjunctures,  as  well  as 
receive  his  inftru&ions  for  the  future  progrefs  of  his 
mediation. 

The  parliament  in  England,  though  much  pleafed 
with  the  laft  peace  with  Holland,  yet  were  not  fo  with 
his  majefty's  defires  of  a  general  one.  They  thought 
the  power  of  France  too  great  fince  their  laft  conquefts 
in  Flanders :  and  their  ambition  too  declared,  of  atchie- 
ving  it  by  one  means,  and  at  one  time  or  other.  They 
were  fufpicious  of  the  court's  favouring  too  much 
the  French  defigns,  by  purfuing  a  peace  that  would 
break  fo  mighty  a  confederacy  as  was  now  united 
againft  France.  They  were  jealous  of  the  counfels 
which  had  made  the  late  alliance  and  kindnefs  between 
us  and  France  in  the  time  of  the  late  cabal.  And  be- 
fides  thefe  regards,  and  the  common  notions  of  ba- 
lancing the  power  of  our  neighbours,  which  were  ve- 
ry popular  -,  the  ambitious  defigns  of  private,  but  un- 
quiet or  afpiring  men,  fell  in  to  augment  and  blow 
up  the  general  ill  humours  upon  the  more  public  ac- 
counts. 

The  lord  Shaftfbury,  impatient  at  his  fall  from  fo 
great  a  fhare  of  the  miniftry,  and  hoping  to  retrieve 
a  game  he  was  forced  to  give  over,  had  run  defperate- 
ly  into  the  popular  humour,  both  in  parliament  and 
city,  of  cenfuring  the  court,  exclaiming  againft  our 
partiality  to  France,  but  moft  of  all  againft  the  con- 
duct of  the  prefent  miniftry  :  and  lord  Arlington  was 
fo  enraged  at  the  growth  of  my  lord  Treasurer's  cre- 
dit upon  the  fall  of  his  own,  that  he  fell  in  with  the 
common  humour  of  the  parliament,  in  fomenting 
thofe  jealoufies  and  practices  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
which  centered  in  a  meafure  agreed  among  the  moft 
confiderable  of  them,  not  to  confent  to  give  the  king 
any  money,  whilft  the  prefent  lord  Treafurer  continued. 
Upon  thefe  occafions  or  difpofitions  they  grew  very 
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high  in  purfuing  the  lord  Lauderdale,  the  only  remain- 
der of  the  cabal  that  had  now  any  credit  left  at  court  -, 
and  they  prefTed  the  king  very  earneftly  to  recall  all 
the  Englim  troops  in  the  French  fervice,  though  there 
was  a  greater  number  in  the  Dutch  :  butbefides,  they 
fell  into  fo  great  diiTen  lions  between  the  two  houfes, 
railed  upon  punctilious  difputes  and  deductions  of 
their  feveral  privileges  in  oppofition  to  one  another, 
that  about  the  end  of  June  the  king  prorogued  them. 
Upon  my  arrival  foon  after,  his  majefty,  telling  me 
the  feveral  reafons  that  had  moved  him  to  it,  laid, 
That  he  doubted  much,  while  the  war  lafled  abroad,  it 
-would  give  occafion  or  pretence  for  thefe  heats  that  had 
of  late  appeared  in  the  parliament,  and  make  him  very 
uneafy  in  his  revenue,  which  fo  much  needed  their  af- 
fiftance  :  that  fame  of  the  warm  leaders  in  both  houfes 
had  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war  againft  France, 
which  they  mould  not  do  for  many  reafons ;  and,  among 
the  reft,  becaufe  he  was  lure,  if  they  did,  they  would 
leave  him  in  it,  and  make  ufe  of  it  to  ruin  his  minifters, 
and  make  him  depend  upon  them  more  than  he  intended, 
or  any  king  would  defire.  But,befides  all  this,  he  doubt- 
ed an  impertinent  quarrel  between  my  lord  Treafurer 
and  lord  Chamberlain  did  him  more  differvice  in  the 
parliament  than  I  could  imagine  :  for  the  laft  did  not 
care  what  harm  he  did  his  bufmefs  there,  fo  he  could 
hope  to  ruin  my  lord  Treafurer ;  and  had  perfuaded  a 
great  many  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  this  would 
certainly  be  compaffed  if  they  were  flanch  and  declared 
in  giving  no  money  during  his  miniftry:  that  he  knew 
they  were  both  my  friends,  and  therefore  defired  I 
would  try  to  reconcile  them  while  I  flaid  in  England. 
I  endeavoured  it,  but  failed  :  my  lord  Danby  was 
very  inclinable,  being  fo  polled  as  to  defire  only  to- 
continue  where  he  was,  and  that  the  king's  bufinefs 
might  go  well  in  his  hands  ;  but  my  lord  Arlington 
was  fo  uneafy  in  the  pofture  he  flood,  which  he  attri- 
buted 
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bttted  chiefly  to  my  lord  Treafurer's  prefent  great- 
nefs,  that  he  was  unbeatable  upon  this  fubject :  fo* 
when  I  found  the  wound  was  too  much  rankled  to 
be  cured,  I  gave  it  over,  telling  each  of  them,  that, 
fince  I  could  not  make  them  friends,  1  would  at  leafb 
live  with  them  both  as  if  they  were  fo  •,  and  defired 
them  not  to  expect  I  mould  facrifice  one  friend  to  ano- 
ther. My  lord  Treafurer  was  content  with  this  fraok- 
nefs,  but  lord  Arlington  could  not  bear  this  neither, 
grew  dry  from  this  time,  and  ftiff  in  all  that  pafTed  be- 
tween us,  frill  mingling  little  reproaches  or  touches  of 
my  greatnefs  with  the  other ;  and  grew  fo  weary  of  the 
fcene  at  court,  where  he  found  himfelf  left  out,  that 
he  went  into  the  country  for  the  reft  of  the  fummer. 

Thus  the  feeds  of  discontents,  that  had  been  fown 
in  the  parliament  under  the  counfels  of  the  cabal,  be- 
gan to  fpring  faft,  and  root  deep,  after  their  power 
and  influence  was  wholly  at  an  end  ;  and  thofe  heats 
were  under  other  covers  fomented  by  two  of  the  chief 
that  compofed  that  miniftry,  and  with  help  of  time 
and  accident  grew  to  fuch  flames  as  have  fince  ap- 
peared. But  whatever  began  or  increafed  them,  it  is 
certain  thefe  agitations  in  England  had  great  effect  up-* 
on  thofe  of  the  war  and.  peace  abroad  :  for  the  con- 
federates were  confident,  that  the  humour  of  the  par- 
liament and  people  would  at  laft  engage  the  king  in 
their  quarrel,  which  they  knew  would  force  France  to 
fuch  a  peace  as  they  defired  :  and  Spain  was  fo  prefum- 
ing  that  England  would  not  fuffer  the  lofs  of  Flanders, 
that  they  grew  carelefs  of  its  defence,  or  of  thofe 
orders  and  fupplies  that  were  neceflfary  to  it  -,  truft- 
ing  for  the  prefent  to  the  Dutch  to  preferve  it,  and  to 
the  king  hereafter  whenever  he  mould  find  it  more 
in  danger.  And  thefe  confiderations  made  the  allies 
lefs  inclinable  to  a  peace,  which  they  might  have  had 
cheaper  the  following  winter,  than  ever  it  fell  after- 
wards to  their  fhare,  by  revolutions  that  were  notfore- 
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fen,  but  yet  fuch  as  were  fufpected  at  this  time,  by 
thoie  that  knew  the  weakneis  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
divifions  of  the  Imperial  court. 

While  I  ftaid  in  England,  which  was  about  Gx 
weeks,  the  news  came  of  a  great  infurrection  in  Bri- 
tany,  which  with  the  numbers,  and  rage  it  began, 
might  have  proved  of  ill  confequence  to  the  French  af- 
fairs, if  it  had  met  with  a  head  anfwerable  to  the  bo- 
dy ;  but  being  compofed  of  a  fcum  of  the  mean  people, 
that  hated  and  fpoiled  the  noblelfe  of  the  province,  it 
was,  by  fair  means  partly,  and  by  foul,  in  a  little 
time  appeafed.  The  blow,  which  was  much  more 
confiderable  to  France,  than  the  lofs  of  provinces 
would  have  been,  was  the  death  of  monfieur  Tu- 
renne,  the  news  whereof  came  to  court  about  the  fame 
time.  This  great  captain  had  for  three  months  to- 
gether kept  the  Imperial  army  at  a  bay  on  the  other 
fide  the  Rhine  •,  refolved  not  to  fight  unlefs  with  the 
greater!  advantage,  his  point  being  to  hinder  the  Ger- 
man forces  from  befieging  Philipfburg,  from  polling 
themfelves  in  the  towns  of  Alface,  but  chiefly  from  en- 
tering into  Lorrain,  or  the  county  of  Burgundy  :  all 
thefe  he  performed  -,  but  being  prefTed  by  the  Imperi- 
aliils,  and  flraitened  in  his  quarters,  he  fuffered  much 
by  want  of  provifions,  and  found  his  army  diminifh- 
ed  by  ficknefs  and  defertion,  which  ufe  to  follow  that 
condition.  At  laft,  being  neceflitated  for  want  of  fo- 
rage to  force  a  poll  of  the  enemies  that  flraitened  him 
moil,  a  warm  fkirmifh  began,  and  with  lofs  to  the 
French,  who  were  galled  with  two  pieces  of  cannon 
raifed  upon  an  eminence,  and  playing  upon  them  with 
advantage.  Monfieur  Turenne  refolved  to  raife  a 
battery  to  difmount  them  ;  and  going  with  St.  Hilaire, 
a  Lieutenant-General,  to  chufe  a  place  the  moil  con- 
venient for  it,  the  two  fmall  pieces  from  the  Imperial 
fide  fired  at  them  almoil  together/,  one  of  the  bullets 
wounded  St.  Hilaire  in  the  moulder-,  and  the  other, 

after 
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after  two  or  three  bounds  upon  the  ground,  flruck 
rnonfieur  Turenne  upon  the  bread,  and,  without 
any  apparent  wound  more  than  the  contufion,  laid 
him  dead  upon  the  place,  and  by  fuch  a  death  as  Csefar 
ufed  to  wifh  for,  unex peeled,  fudden,  and  without 
pain.  The  aftonifhment  was  unfpeakable  in  the 
French  camp  upon  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  general  •,  the 
prefumption  as  great  in  that  of  the  Imperialifts,  who 
reckoned  upon  themfelves  as  mailers  of  the  whole 
French  army,  that  was  ftraitened  between  them  and  the 
Rhine,  in  want,  difeafed,  and  above  all  difcouraged 
by  the  lofs  of  their  captain.  All  others  had  the  fame 
expectation  upon  this  news,  but  all  were  difappointed  ; 
and  rnonfieur  de  Lorges,  taking  the  command  of  the 
army,  had  the  honour  of  making  a  retreat  that  was 
worth  a  viclory  ;  and,  by  the  force  of  order  and  con- 
duel,  with  the  bravery  of  the  Englifh  troops,  who 
made  fuch  bold  (lands  in  feveral  places  that  they  could 
not  be  broken  till  mofl  of  the  army  were  marched  off, 
he  palled  the  Rhine  in  fight  of  part  of  the  Imperial 
army,  and  encamped  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  in  fafe- 
ty  ;  and  fo  preferved  it  till  the  prince  of  Conde  was 
fen t  in  halie  out  of  Flanders,  with  a  great  enforcement, 
tooppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Imperialifts  in  Alface. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eleclor  of  Brandenburg,  draw- 
ing his  forces,  with  fome  Imperialills  out  of  Silefia, 
together,  fell  upon  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania  with  that 
bravery  and  fuccefs,  that  he  foon  beat  them  out  of  his* 
part  of  the  country,  and  purfued  them  into  their  own.. 
He  had  an  interview  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  who 
was  now  entered  into  the  interefts  of  the  confederates, 
and  refolved  to  declare  war  againfl  Sweden  ;  and  to 
that  end  took  his  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Branden- 
burg how  to  purfue  it  with  the  beft  advantage  the  reil 
of  the  feafon. 

When  the  prince  of  Conde  left  Flanders,  to  fucceed 
rnonfieur  Turenne  in  Alface,  the  duke  of  Luxem- 
burg 
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burg  commanded  the  army  in  Flanders ;  but  with  of-* 
ders  not  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  only  to  obferve  the 
prince  of  Orange's  motions,  and  to  cover  any  town 
that  was  like  to  be  endangered  ;  which  he  performed 
fo  well,  that  no  further  action  pafTed  this  fummer,  be- 
fides  the  prince's  taking  and  razing  of  Binch.  But, 
to  make  amends  for  the  unactiveneis  of  the  campaign 
in  Flanders,  the  confederates,  by  concert  on  all  fides, 
fell  upon  an  enterprife  of  great  eclat,  and  of  great- 
er confequence,  which  was  the  fiege  of  Triers.  The 
Imperialifls  were  bent  upon  it,  to  open  a  paffage  that 
way  into  France,  finding  fo  much  oppofition  in  their 
defigns  of  it  by  Alface  :  the  Spaniards  defired  it,  to 
make  way  for  their  fuccouring  Luxemburg  whenever  it 
fhould  be  preffed,  which  was  of  the  laft  importance  to 
them :  the  duke  of  Lorrain  was  violently  for  it,  in 
hopes  of  finding  a  way  open  for  his  entrance  into  Lor- 
rain :  the  prince  Palatine  thought  it  the  beft  prepara- 
tion for  befieging  and  carrying  Philipfburg,  which  was 
the  thorn  in  his  fide.  So  all  thefe  joined  part  of  their 
troops  together,  with  ibme  of  the  elector  of  Triers's, 
and  a  body  of  Lunenburg  forces  under  the  dukes  of 
Zell  and  Ofnaburg,  and  fat  down  before  Triers. 

The  marfhal  de  Crequi  gathered  all  the  forces  he 
could  out  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  made 
up  a  ftrong  army  to  relieve  it.  The  confederates  left 
part  of  theirs  to  maintain  their  retrenchments  about 
the  town,  and  marched  with  the  reft  againfl  monfieur 
de  Crequi,  pafTed  a  river  in  his  fight,  attacked  him, 
beat  him  out  of  the  field  with  great  daughter,  many 
prifoners,  and  fuch  a  difperfion  of  the  reft,  that  the 
whole  army  feemed  to  have  vanifhed  in  one  day  ;  and 
monfieur  de  Crequi  got  into  Triers  with  four  or  five 
only  in  company  :  there  he  made  a  defperate  refiftance 
for  near  a  month  againfl  the  victorious  army,  with  great 
honour  and  lofs  among  the  Englifh  troops  that  were  in 
the  town,  and  without  any  hopes  of  relief  5  nor  would 

he 
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lie  evTer  capitulate,  after  all  the  extremities  he  was  re ; 
duced  to  by  the  forms  of  a  fiege,  till  the  garrifon 
mutinied  againft  his  obftinacy,  capitulated  for  them- 
felves,  and  delivered  up  monfieur  de  Crequiand  moffi 
of  the  officers  prifoners  to  the  Germans.  The  dukes 
of  Lunenburg  had  great  honour  in  this  action,  and  the 
old  duke  of  Lorrain  j  and  indeed  it  was  one  of  the 
mcft  vigorous  that  fucceeded  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  carried  the  completed  victory,  as  well 
as  a  very  confiderable  town  :  and  the  honour  of  it  was 
very  much  due  to  the  marquis  de  Grana,  who  com- 
manded the  Emperor's  forces  there,  and  was  efteem- 
ed  to  have  laid  the  firft  defign,  to  have  concerted  the 
feveral  parts  of  it,  engaged  the  feveral  parties  to  re- 
folve  upon  the  fame  adventure,  and  kept  them  firm  in 
it  till  it  was  atchieved.  The  lofs  of  men  was  verv 
great  on  the  French  fide,  both  in  the  fight  and  thefiege'; 
and,  added  to  monfieur  Turenne's  death,  and  the 
imprefiion  expected  upon  it  on  that  fide  from  the  count 
de  Montecuculi,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Swedes,  made 
fo  great  a  change  in  the  appearance  of  affairs,  that 
his  majefty,  in  a  letter  to  me,  in  September,  after  my 
return  to  the  Hague,  bid  me  ufe  it  as  an  argument  to 
induce  the  prince  of  Orange  to  be  eafy  in  the  bufinefs 
of  a  peace  ;  that  it  was  now  time  for  him  to  begin  to 
apprehend  again  the  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
inftead  of  that  of  France.  It  was  indeed  expected,  that 
the  Imperialifts  in  Alface  would  either  enter  into  Lor- 
rain, or  at  leaft  would  take  the  chief  tov/ns  of  Alface, 
and  poll  themfelves  fo  the  following  winter,  as  to  be 
ready  for  fuch  an  enterprife  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  fpring  -9  and  the  count  de  Montecuculi  befieged 
firft  Haguenau,  and  afterwards  Zaberne,  which  were 
the  moft  confiderable  places,  to  that  end.  But,  after 
Haguenau  had  offered  to  furrender  upon  conditions, 
he  rofe  with  his  army  to  fight  the  prince  of  Conde, 
who  made  a  motion  with  his  army  as  if  he  intended 

to 
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to  relieve  it  •,  but  fo  ordered  it,  as  the  Germans  failed 
both  of  the  battle  and  the  town.  It  was  never  com^ 
prehended  how  Montecuculi  afterwards  came  to  rife  of 
a  fiidden  from  the  fiege  of  Zaberne  i  fome  faid,  it 
was  upon  an  exprels  order  from  Vienna  the  night  be- 
fore ;  others,  with  defign  of  fighting  the  French  army, 
or  befieging  Philipfburg  •,  but  neither  happened  !  and,, 
which  was  worfe  than  all,  he  ended  the  campaign  with 
parTing  back  his  whole  army  over  the  Rhine,  and 
leaving  Alface  wholly  in  the  porTefiion  and  at  the  mercy 
of  the  French  troops.  Nor  have  I  ever  known  any  ac- 
tion of  fuch  public  concern,  fo  unaccountable  as  this 
retreat  •,  fince  it  is  hard  to  fufpect  either  corruption  or 
court-faclion  fhould  go  fo  far,  though  both  were  ac- 
cufed  of  having  part  in  this  great  and  almoft  decifive 
event. 

The  refentment  of  it  was  thought  to  have  broke 
the  old  duke  of  Lorrain's  heart,  who  died  about  this 
time,  and  left  prince  Charles,  his  nephew,  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  that  dutchy.  No  prince  had  met  with  more 
misfortunes  than  this  duke,  nor  had  felt  them  lefs, 
or  given  greater  teflimony  of  what  philofophy  teach- 
es, that  the  good  or  ill  of  men's  lives  comes  more 
from  their  humours  than  their  fortunes.  He  was  ex- 
pelled that  noble  and  lovely  dutchy  by  the  arms  of 
France  in  cardinal  Richelieu's  time  :  forced  to  go  into 
the  Spanifh  fervice  in  Flanders  with  a  body  of  Lorrain- 
ers  that  would  follow  his  fortune  whatever  it  was  -, 
ftruggled  with  want  of  pay  to  his  troops,  with  jealous- 
ly and  ill  ufage  of  the  Spanifh  governors  ;  was  feized 
and  imprifoned  by  that  crown  ;  reftored  to  a  mattered 
pofTeffion  of  Lorrain  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  ;  and 
in  the  year  1670  forced  to  efcape  by  night,  and 
almoft  alone,  by  a  fudden  furprize  of  the  French  troops, 
in  the  height  and  fecurity  of  peace  :  after  this  he  never 
had  a  home  any  more  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  which 
was  fpent  in  fuing  for  protection  and  relief"  from  the 

feveraj 
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feveral  princes  of  Chriftendom,  who  refented  the  in- 
juftice  of  his  cafe,  which  none  pretended  to  defend, 
but  yet  none  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  till  upon 
the  laft  war  he  fell  into  his  fhare  of  the  confederacy, 
with  the  weight  of  two  or  three  thoufand  Lorrainers 
that  (till  followed  his  fortune,  and  entered  into  leagues 
with  the  Emperor  and  mod:  of  the  allies  for  his  refti- 
tiuion.  He  feemed  not  to  deferve  the  fortune  of  a 
prince,  only  becaufe  he  feemed  not  to  care  for  it,  to 
hate  the  conftraints  and  ceremonies  that  belonged  to 
it,  and  to  value  no  pleafures  in  life  but  the  mod  na- 
tural and  moft  eafy  •,  and,  while  he  had  them,  was 
never  out  of  humour  for  wanting  the  reft  •,  generous 
to  his  fervants  and  foldiers  when  he  had  it ;  and,  when 
he  wanted,  endeavouring  to  make  it  up  by  the  liber- 
ties he  gave  them  ;  very  much  beloved  and  familiar 
among  both  :  and,  to  give  his  picture  by  a  fmall  trait, 
one  of  his  minifters  told  me,  That,  not  long  before  he 
died,  all  his  family  was  a  gentleman  of  the  horfe  (as 
he  was  called)  another  of  his  chamber,  and  a  boy  that 
looked  to  a  little  nag  he  ufed  to  ride  :  one  day  he  cal- 
led for  his  horie ;  the  two  firft  told  him,  the  boy  was 
not  to  be  found  •,  he  bid  them  however  get  him  his 
horfe  :  they  could  not  agree  which  of  them  mould  go 
and  faddle  him  -,  till  the  duke  bid  them  go,  and  one 
or  t'other  of  them  do  it,  or  elfe  he  fwore  he  would  go 
down  and  faddle  his  horfe  himfelf :  they  were  alhamed, 
and  'twas  done. 

About  the  fame  time  died  at  the  Hague  the  old  prin- 
cefs- dowager  of  Orange  ;  a  woman  of  the. moft  wit 
and  good  fenfe,  in  general,  that  I  have  known  ±  and 
who  had  thereby  a  great  part  in  forming  the  race  of 
the  prince,  and  the  mighty  improvement  it  received 
from  three  very  extraordinary  women,  as  well  as  three 
fo  great  men  in  the  laft  defcents.  None  has  fhewed 
more  the  force  of  order  and  ceconomy  than  this  prin- 
ts j  who  with  fmall  revenues,  never  above  twelve 
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thoufand  pounds  a  year  fmce  her  hufband's  death,  liv- 
ed always  in  as  great  plenty,  and  more  curioufnefs, 
and  elegance,  than  is  feen  in  many  greater  courts. 
Among  other  pieces  of  greatnefs,  me  was  conftantly 
ferved  all  in  gold  plate,  which  went  fo  far  as  to  great 
bottles  for  water,  and  a  great  ciflern  for  bottles,  to 
the  key  of  her  clofet,  and  every  thing  of  that  kind  me 
ufually  touched  \  which  I  mention,  becaufe  I  think 
it  is  what  the  greatefl  kings  of  Chriilendom  have 
not  pretended  to,  nor  any  I  have  heard  of  on  this  fide 
Perfia. 

In  November  this  year  happened  a  florm  at  North- 
Weil,  with  a  fpring  tide,  fo  violent,  as  gave  appre- 
henfions  of  fome  lofs  irrecoverable  to  the  province  of 
Holland,  and,  by  feveral  breaches  in  the  great  digue 
near  Enchuyfen,  and  others  between  Amfterdam  and 
Haerlem,  made  way  forfuch  inundations  as  had  not  been 
feen  before  by  any  man  then  alive,  and  filled  the. coun- 
try with  many  relations  of  rnoft  deplorable  events. 
But  the  incredible  diligence  and  unanimous  endeavours 
of  the  people,  upon  fuch  occafions,  gave  a  flop  to 
the  fury  of  that  element,  and  made  way  for  recover- 
ing next  year  all  the  lands,  though  not  the  people, 
cattle,  and  houfes,  that  had  been  loft. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Danes  took  Wifrrmr 
from  the  Swedes,  and,  by  an  open  war,  thofe  two 
crowns  came  to  be  engaged  in  the  common  quarrel  : 
and,  after  a  great  expectation  of  fome  extraordinary 
fuccefTes  in  the  Spanilh  affairs  from  Don  John's  intended 
expedition  into  Italy,  to  command  all  the  forces  and 
provinces  of  that  crown  both  there  and  in  Sicily,  when 
he  was  ready  to  go  and  meet  De  Ruyter  at  Barcelona, 
who  attended  him  there  with  the  Dutch  fleet  defigned 
for  Meflina,  he  was,  by  a  court-intrigue,  recalled  to 
Madrid  :  the  king  was  then  arrived  in  his  fourteenth 
year,  and  took  upon  him  the  government,  as  now  in 
majority  -,  and,  by  the  advice  of  fome  near  him  in  fa- 
vour, 
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vour,  writ  a  letter  to  Don  John  to  invite  him  to  court 
to  afTift  him  in  the  government :  he  obeyed,  but  ftaid 
not  there  above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  till,  by 
the  credit  and  authority  of  the  queen  mother,  he  was 
forced  to  quit  his  ground  there,  and  return  to  Sara- 
goffa.  And  fo  vanifhed  a  mighty  expectation  that  had 
been  raifed  in  Spain,  and  other  places,  of  great  effects 
that  were  to  follow  this  prince's  coming  to  the  adtni- 
niftration  of  affairs  •,  and  very  great  fums  of  money 
were  wholly  loft,  that  had  been  employed  in  the  pre- 
parations of  his  journey  and  equipage  for  Italy.  And 
Sicily  was  left  almoft  hopelefs  of  recovery,  from  the 
fucceffes  of  the  French,  who  had  taken  many  pofts 
about  Meffina,  and  threatened  many  more  •  and  other 
towns  were  feared  to  follow  the  example  of  that  great 
revolt. 

After  the  prince's  return  from  the  campaign  to  the 
Hague,  in  October,  I  had  feveral  conferences  with  him 
upon  the  fubjecl  of  the  peace,  and  the  terms  that  both 
his  majefty  and  the  States  might  think  reafonable  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  and  both  thofe  crowns  be  in 
any  probability  of  contenting  to.  That,  which  France 
pretended,  was  the  terms  of  the  peace  of  Aix,  and 
retaining  the  county  of  Burgundy  which  had  been  fince 
conquered  ;  or  if  either  this  province,  or  fome  of  the 
moft  important  frontier- towns  of  Flanders,  fhould  be 
reftored,  then  an  equivalent  to  be  made  them  for  fuch 
reftitution,  The  Spaniards  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than 
the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees ;  and  that  they  would  rather 
lofe  the  reft  of  Flanders  by  the  war,  than  part  with 
Burgundy  by  the  peace  j  and  faid,  both  the  king  and 
the  States  were  as  much  concerned  in  Flanders,  as  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  had  the  fame  intereil  to  fee  it 
fafe  by  a  war  or  a  peace,  which  could  not  be  by  fuch 
a  frontier  as  was  left  by  that  of  Aix. 

That  which  my  lord  Arlington  had  propofed  to  the 
Prince  and  Penfioner,  and  which  pa  (Ted  for  his  maje- 
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fty's  fentiment,  though  he  pretended  no  orders,  was 
the  terms  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  :  but,  in  regard  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  for  the  Spaniards  to  have  a  better  frontier  in 
Flanders  than  was  left  by  that  peace,  That  the  French 
fhould  give  up  Aeth,  and  Charleroy,  and  Oudenarde, 
for  Aire  and  St.  Omer  :  and  that,  if  they  parted  with 
the  county  of  Burgundy,  it  fhould  be  for  fomething  in 
exchange.  His  majefty  commanded  me  to  affure  the 
prince,  that  if  a  peace  could  be  made  upon  thefe  terms, 
or  any  fo  near  them  that  he  might  hope  to  obtain  the 
confent  of  France,  his  majefty,  for  the  fecurity  of  Flan- 
ders, would  give  his  own  guaranty  to  the  peace,  and 
enter  into  the  ftri&eft  alliance  the  States  could  defire 
for  preferving  it,  or  defending  Flanders  in  cafe  of  a 
new  rupture.  He  bid  me  further  affure  the  prince, 
that  for  his  patrimonial  lands  in  Burgundy  (which  were 
about  eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  lordfhips  of 
the  greater!:  royalty  in  that  county)  he  would  under- 
take for  his  fecure  poflefiing  them,  though  that  county 
fhould  remain  in  the  French  hands ;  or  for  felling  them 
to  that  king,  and  at  what  price  the  prince  himfelf 
could  think  fit  to  value  them. 

The  prince's  anfwer  was,  That  for  his  own  part  he 
could  be  very  well  content  to  leave  the  terms  of  a 
peace  to  his  majefty  himfelf,  and  believed  the  States 
would  do  fo  too  -,  but  they  were  both  engaged  by 
treaty  and  honour  to  their  allies,  and  there  was  no 
thought  of  making  peace  v/ithout  them  :  that  he  be- 
lieved the  Spaniards  might  be  perfuaded  to  it  upon  the 
terms  of  Aix,  with  reftitution  only  of  Aeth,  Charle- 
roy, and  Oudenarde,  towards  compofing  fome  kind  of 
neceffary  frontier  on  that  fide  •,  but  to  part  with  Aire 
and  St.  Omer,  without  any  further  and  greater  ex- 
change, he  believed  they  would  not  in  the  prefent 
pofture  of  things  :  that  for  France  retaining  the  coun- 
ty of  Burgundy,  as  conquered  in  this  laft  war,  he  was 
fure  neither  Spain  nor  the  Emperor  would  ever  con- 
fent 
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Qnt  to  it,  unlefs  they  were  beaten  into  it  by  difaifers 
they  had  no  rcafbn  to  expect  ;  ilicugh,  for  his  own 
part,  hefhould  be  content  with  it,  provided  the  French 
would  reitcre  Toumay,  Courtray,  Lille,  and  Doway, 
with  their  dependencies,  to  the  Spaniards,  in  lieu  of  it; 
becaule  by  that  means  Flanders  would  have. a  fecure 
frontier  on  that  fid?>  and  a  reafonable  good  one  by 
Aeth  and  Charleroy  on  the  other  $  and  the  lecurity  cf 
Flanders  was  the  chief  intereft  of  the  States  upon  the 
peace :  that,  for  himfelf,  he  thanked  his  majefiy  for 
his  offer,  as  to  his  lands  in  Burgundy;  bat  they  never 
came  into  his  thought  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  nor 
mould  ever  hinder  it ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  he  would 
be  content  to  lofe  them  all,  to  gain  one  good  town 
more  for  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders. 

When  I  put  him  in  mind,  as  the  king  ordered  me,' 
of  the  apprehenfions  he  and  the  States  might  have  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Aulrria,  if  their  fuccefies 
continued;  he  told  me,  There  Was  no  need  of  that,  till 
they  mould  go  beyond  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees :  when- 
ever that  mould  happen,  hefhould  be  as  much  a  French- 
man as  he  was  now  a  Spaniard  ;  but  not  before.  He  en- 
ded, in  defiring  that  whateverplan  his  majefty  thought  fit 
to  propofe  for  a  peace,  he  would  do  it  at  the  congrefs 
at  Nimeguen  ;  for.  the  number  and  variety  of  preten- 
tions and  interefts  were  grown  fo  great,  by  all  the 
parties  now  engaged  in  the  war,  that  it  could  not  be 
done  in  any  other  place  ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  could 
never  confent  to  any  treaty  feparate  from  his  allies  : 
that  he  believed  they  would  be  reafonable ;  and,  if 
France  would,  be  fo  too,  the  peace  might  be  made  ; 
if  not,  perhaps  another  campaign  might  bring  them 
to  reafon  ;  and  that  this  might  have  done  it,  if  fome 
differences  between  him  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  actions 
propofed,  had  not  hindered  the  fuccefies  they  hoped 
for  in  Flanders,  and  if  Montecuculi's  impatience  to  be 
at  Vienna,  and  pafs  the  winter  there,  upon  the  fac- 
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tions  ftirring  at  court,  had  not  made  him  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  take  his  winter-quarters  in  the  circles  of 
the  Empire  there,  becaufe,  if  he  had  done  it  in  Al- 
face,  he  doubted  his  prefence  with  the  army  might  be 
thought  necefTary. 

After  this  conference,  and  no  return  from  his  ma- 
jefty  to  the  account  I  gave  him  of  it,  the  difcourfc 
ceafed  of  private  meafures  to  be  agreed  to  between  his 
majefcy  and  the  prince  and  Hates,  for  promoting  a 
peace  ;  and  ail  thoughts  began  now  to  turn  upon 
forming  the  congreis  at  Nimeguen. 

I  h:,d  another  teftimony  given  me  of  the  firmnefs  I 
had  always  found  in  the  prince  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
peace,  by  what  one  of  the  Spanifh  miniflers  told  me 
had  lately  parTed  between  him  and  the  duke  de  Villa 
Hennofa.  His  highnefs  had  a  long  pretence  depend- 
ing at  Madrid,  for  about  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  owing  to  his  family  from  that  crown  fince  the 
peace  ofMuniler.  It  had  ever  been  delayed,  though 
never  refufed  •,  an  agent  from  the  prince  had  of  late 
very  much  prefled  the  queen  regent  of  Spain  upon 
this  Subject,  and  with  much  ado  had  obtained  an  order 
for  fifty  thoufand  pounds  -,  and  bills  were  put  into  his 
hands  by  the  minirlers  there,  which,  when  they  ar- 
rived in  Flanders,  initead  of  being  paid,  were  pro* 
tefted.  The  duke  de  Villa  Hermoia  was  fo  afhamed  of 
this  treatment,  that  he  fent  a  perfon  purpofely  to  ex- 
cufe  it  to  the  prince,  and  allure  him  the  fault  was  not 
in  the  queen  nor  miniflers,  but  only  in  the  choice  of 
hands  by  which  it  was  transmitted,  and  defired  his  high- 
nefs would  not  take  it  ill  of  the  queen.  The  prince 
anfwered,  "  No,  not  at  all ;  on  the  other  fide  I  have 
"  reafon  to  take  it  well  of  the  queen  -,  for,  if  Hie  did 
cc  not  think  me  the  honefteft.  man  in  the  world,  fhe 
"  would  not  ufe  me  fo  ;  however,  nothing  of  this  kind 
"  fhall  hinder  me  from  doing  what  1  owre  to  my  allies, 
*'  or  to  my  honour." 

Notwithstanding 
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Notwithftanding  all  I  had  written  from  the  prince  to 
his  majefty  upon  this  fubject,  yet  my  lord  Arlington* 
upon  pretended  intelligence  from  his  relations  in  Hol- 
land, endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  that  he  knew  noc 
the  prince's  mind  for  want  of  fome  body  that  had 
more  credit  with  him  than  I  had ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  purfued  the  prince  by  letters,  to  defire  the 
king  to  fend  over  fome  fuch  perfon  as  he  might  treat 
with  in  the  laft  confidence  upon  all  matters  between 
them.  The  prince  mewed  me  his  letters,  and  bid  me 
allure  the  king  and  my  lord  treafurer,  that  he  could 
lay  no  more  than  he  had  done  to  me,  and  would  not 
fay  fo  much  to  any  other  man.  However,  my  lord 
Arlington,  upon  the  former  fuggeftions,  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  fend  over  fir  Gabriel  Silvius  inftructed 
to  know  the  bottom  of  the  prince's  mind  upon  the 
fubject  of  the  peace,  before  the  campaign  began.  He 
acquainted  the  prince  with  this  resolution,  and  that 
he  was  a  perfon  they  knew  his  highnefs  wrould  truft  : 
the  prince  mewed  me  this  letter  too,  and  faid,  he  knew 
not  what  he  meant  ♦,  that  lord  Arlington  knew  as  well 
as  any  man  how  far  he  trufted  both  fir  Gabriel  Silvius 
and  me.  This  good  ufage  ended  ail  correfpondence 
between  lord  Arlington  and  me,  which  had  lafred  by 
letters  to  this  time,  though  coldly  fince  my  being  laft 
in  England.  But  upon  fir  Gabriel  Silvius's  coming  to 
the  Hague  in  January,  and  my  preparation  to  go  for 
Nimeo-uen,  I  ended  that  fcent :  having  not  learned 
enouph  of  the  age,  nor  the  court  I  lived  in,  to  act  an 
unfincere  part  either  in  friendfhip  or  in  love. 

When  fir  Gabriel  came  to  the  Hague,  he  palled  for 
a  man  of  fome  great  intrigue,  was  perpetually  at  court, 
or  in  converfation  and  viiits  with  the  perfons  near  the 
prince  or  moil  employed  in  the  State.  But  he  and 
lord  Arlington  were  foon  fatisfied  to  how  good  purpofe 
he  came  over  5  for  the  prince,  who  is  the  fincerefl 
man  in   the  world,  hating  all  tricks,  and  thofe  that 
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ufe  them,  gave  him  no  mark  of  the  lead  confidence 
while  he  ilaid,  and  fent  him  away  with  a  very  plain 
one  of  the  contrary,  by  trailing  another  hand  with 
all  he  writ  of  coniequence  into  England,  before  he 
went  into  the  field.  The  truth  is,  the  prince  took 
this  journey  of  his  to  have  been  defigned  by  my  lord 
Arlington,  both  out  of  fpite  to  me,  and  to  givejea- 
loufies  to  the  confederates,  by  the  fufpicion  of  fome- 
thingin  agitation  between  the  king  and  the  prince  that 
I  was  not  thought  fit  to  be  trailed  with.  And  indeed 
feveral  of  their  minifters  at  the  Hague  were  apt  to  fall 
into  fuch  furmifes  :  but  monfieur  de  Lyra,  a  Spanim 
minifter,  a  perfon  much  credited  in  his  own  court, 
and  much  in  the  prince's  confidence,  was  ever  firm 
in  the  belief  of  his  highnefs's  honour  and  conilancy 
(which  he  ufed  to  fay  his  mafler  traded  to  more  than 
to  any  treaties )  and  fo  helped  to  prevent  fuch  impref- 
iions. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  motions  neceffary  towards  for- 
ming the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  began  to  be  made  by 
the  feveral  parties,  and  gave  appearances  of  the  am- 
baffadors  meeting  fuddenly  there.  The  great  obilruc- 
tion  hitherto  had  been  the  point  of  prince  William  of 
Furflemburg's  liberty,  which  France  had  fo  abfolutdy 
infilled  on  before  they  fent  their  ambafladors,  and  the 
emperor  had  been  induced  to  promife  only  upon  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.  But  an  expedient  was  found 
out  to  falve  the  honour  of  France  upon  this  point,  ra- 
ther than  the  treaty  mould  be  hindered,  which  was  at 
that  time  thought  neceffary  for  their  affairs  :  the  bifhop 
of  Strafourg  made  a  formal  requeil  to  the  king  of 
France,  that  no  private  interefts,  or  refpecls  of  his 
brother,  might  delay  the  treaty  of  a  peace  which  was 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  allChriflendom -,  and,  this 
requeil  being  at  this  time  eafily  received  and  granted, 
no  further  difficulty  was  made  upon  this  point. 
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His  majefty  thereupon  invited  all  the  princes  con- 
cerned in  the  war,  to  haften  away  their  rninifters  to 
the  phicc  of  congrefs,  and  acquainted  them  with  his 
having  ordered  his  own  to  repair  immediately  thither ; 
and  having  forne  months  before  appointed  the  lord 
Berkley  (then  ambafTador  at  Paris)  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  his  ambaiTadors,  mediators, 
and  plenipotentiaries  for  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen  •,  Sir 
Lionel  was  accordingly  difpatched  away,  and  arrived  at 
the  Hague  towards  the  end  of  January  1676,  and 
brought  with  him  our  inftruclions  for  that  embaffy  ; 
and,  after  fomefew  days  flay  at  the  Hague,  went  away 
for  Nimeguen.  But  the  expedition  of  the  pafTports, 
from  and  to  all  the  rninifters  of  the  feverai  parties, 
having  been  for  fome  time  under  my  care,  and  many 
of  them  come  to  my  hands,  though  others  were  en- 
tangled fall  in  fome  difficulty  or  other,  we  both  con- 
cluded it  necefTary  for  me  to  continue  at  the  Hague 
till  this  was  difpatched ;  whilft  Sir  Lionel  mould  go 
upon  the  place  of  congrefs,  and,  by  the  prefence  of  a 
mediator,  invite  the  reft  to  make  more  hade  than 
many  of  them  feemed  difpofed  to  at  this  time. 

The  French  ambaiTadors  were  already  come  to 
Charleville,  where  they  ftaid  for  their  paffports  only, 
to  go  on  with  their  journey  -,  and,  upon  Sir  Lionel's 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  Dutch  ambaiTadors  came  to 
us  to  acquaint  us  with  the  States  orders  for  their  im- 
mediate repair  to  Nimeguen,  and  for  the  magiftrates 
of  that  city  (which  they  now  considered  as  a  neutral 
town)  to  receive  all  orders  from  us  the  mediators,  and 
particularly  any  we  pleafed  to  give  about  cur  reception 
upon  our  arrival  there. 

We  told  them,  his  majefty's  thoughts  were  upon  the 
fucceffes  of  the  treaty,  and  that  nothing  could  more  ob- 
firuct  it  than  the  ceremonies  which  ufed  to  attend  thofe 
meetings  •,  and  therefore  he  ordered  us  to  introduce, 
as  much  as   we  could  among  all   the   ambafladors, 
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the  method  of  living  there  as  much  like  private  men 
as  could  confiit  with  the  honour  of  their  characters  •, 
and  to  this  end  that  we  mould  make  no  public  en- 
tries, and  give  thereby  an  example  to  thofe  that  came 
after  us. 

To  avoid  all  punctilio's  about  the  time  of  the  feve- 
ral  parties  difpatching  the  pafTports,  it  was  agreed  that 
all  fhould  be  lent  to  the  Hague  from  the  feveral  courts, 
and  there  fhould  be  put  into  my  hands «  to  the  end, 
that,  when  I  found  myfelf  polTe  ffed  of  them,  I  fhould 
make  the  diftribution  reciprocally  to  both  parties  at 
the  fame  time.  Thole  of  France  were  early  with  me? 
but  fhort  in  fome  points  of  thofe  from  the  confede- 
rates 5  the  chief  whereof  was  the  omifiion  ®f  liberty- 
granted  to  the  ambaffadors  to  difpatch  couriers  to 
their  mailers'  courts  upon  pafTports  of  the  refpective 
ambafTadors,  which  was  thought  neceffary  for  the 
progreis  of  the  treaty.  Another  was  the  omiffion  of 
pafTports  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain's  miniflers  in  the 
form  ufual  and  expected  :  for,  whereas  the  crown 
of  France  had  always  treated  the  former  dukes  of  Lor- 
rain  with  the  title  of  duke,  and  appellation  of  Bror 
ther,  their  pafTports  now  treated  the  new  duke  only 
with  Coufin,  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  ;  the  reft 
were  minute  differences  or  miftakes  of  words,  which 
are  not  worth  the  mention,  and  were  eafily  furmount- 
ed.  Of  all  thefe  his  majefly  had  early  notice,  and 
employed  his  offices  towards  France  for  fome  months, 
without  anfwer  upon  that  of  Lorrain,  and  with  po- 
fitive  refufal  of  inferring  the  claufe  for  liberty  of  pafT- 
ports ;  though  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  feveral 
times,  during  this  paufe,  writ  to  the  States,  That  the 
king  often  aiTured  him  (their  ambaffador  at  London) 
that  there  fhould  be  no  difficulty  in  the  bufinefs  of 
Lorrain. 

About  the  beginning  of  February  this  year  1676,  I 
received  a  letter  from  moniieur  de  Pompone,  then  fe- 
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cretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  France,  to  tell  me,  That 
his  mailer,  having  been  acquainted  from  his  majefty 
with  the  difficulties  occurred  in  forming  the  congrefs, 
had  ordered  him  to  let  me  know  his  reafons  upon  them : 
As  to  that  of  couriers,  that  he  thought  it  not  fit  to 
have  his  countries  and  towns  lie  open  to  his  enemies 
obfervations  and  difcoveries,  upon  pretext  of  fuch  cou- 
riers frequent  pafTage  :  that  the  inconvenience  would 
be  the  fame  to  the  confederates  :  and  that  he  afked 
no  more  than  he  gave.  As  to  the  point  ef  Lorrain, 
that  his  matter  could  not  give  paflports  with  the  ftyie 
of  duke,  which  carried  that  of  brother  -,  pretending 
that  duchy  belonged  to  his  molt  chriftian  majefty  by  the 
treaty  1662,  between  him  and  the  laft  duke. 

Not  many  days  after,  I  received  notice  from  fecre- 
tary  Williamfon,  of  the  fame  account  having  been  gi- 
ven his  majefty  by  monfieur  dz  Ruvigny,  with  order 
to  acquaint  the  States  with  it;  which  1  had  not  clone 
upon  monfieur  de  Pom  pone's  letter,  as  not  thinking 
fit  to  make  any  paces  in  thefe  matters  without  orders 
from  his  majefty.  The  States  and  all  their  allies  were 
very  much  furprifed  with  this  pretence  of  Lorrain, 
which  France  had  never  before  advanced,  or  fo  much 
as  mentioned,  either  upon  the  feizure  of  that  duchy, 
or  fince  that  time,  in  the  accounts  of  it  by  their  mini- 
flers  in  the ,  feveral  courts  of  Chriftendom  ;  they  had 
only  profefTed  to  have  found  fuch  a  feizure  neceiTary 
for  preserving  the  peace  wherein  Chriftendom  then  was, 
from  the  dangerous  or  uncertain  difpofitions  of  that 
duke,  with  whom  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  could  take 
no  certain  meafures,  and  his  enemies  would  be  practi- 
fing;  but  that  it  was  without  any  intention  of  retaining 
any  part  of  that  duchy  otherwife  than  for  this  end  of 
preferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendom.  All  this,  with 
many  more  circumftances,  monfieur  Serinchamps,  the 
Lorrain  envoy,  aliedged  at  the  conferences  with  the 
States  and  allies  upon  this  occafion  •,  and,  for  the  trea- 
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ty  of  1662,  he  feemed  to  wonder  it  mould  ever  be 
mentioned,  as  a  thing  wholly  invalid,  and,  as  every 
body  thought,  thereupon  long  fince  forgotten  :  that  the 
laft  duke  had  no  power  to  diipoie  of  that  duchy  from 
his  nephew ;  becaufe,  if  the  Saiique  law  had  place  in 
Lorrain,  it  was  unalienable  from  the  next  heir-male  ; 
if 'the  feminine  face ejji :on ,  then  that  duke  himfelf  had  no 
title  at  all  to  it,  but  it  belonged  to  the  prefent  duke 
even  in  the  life  of  his  uncle.  Secondlv,  that  it  was 
invalid,  by  the  French  n  en -performance  of  the  only 
condition  on  their  (ide,  upon  which  the  old  duke  pre- 
tended to  have  made  it:  which  was,  That  the  princes 
of  that  family  mould  be  afTumed  into  the  rank  of  prin- 
ces of  the  blood  in  France  ;  and,  that  upon  regiflring 
that  treaty  of  1662  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  without 
that  elaufe,  the  old  duke  had  declared  it  void  within 
three  weeks  after  it  was  made.  Thirdly,  that  a  treaty 
was  concluded  the  year  after,  being  1663,  at  Marfal, 
between  the  moil  chriftian  king  and  the  faid  duke  ; 
by  which  he  was  to  continue  in  the  poiTeiilon  of  all 
his  territories,  heficles  Marfal,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  enjoyed  them  by  the  treaty  of  1661,  as  he  did  till 
the  feizure  cf  them  by  France  in  1670,  during  a  pro- 
found peace,  and  with  the  profeflions  above  mention- 
ed made  by  France  to  his  maieily  at  that  time  (as 
monfieur  Serinchamps  averred)  as  well  as  to  the  other 
courts  of  Chriftendom. 

Thefe  arguments  were  of  fuch  force  with  all  the  con- 
federates, that  they  were  unanimous  and  firm  in  ppfi- 
tively  infiPting  upon  the  pafTports  of  that  duke,  with 
the  ufual  forms  ;  and  the  more,  lince  France  had  ad- 
vanced a  pretence  to  that  duchy,  which  was  never 
thought  of  before  among  the  allies.  The  Auftrian 
miniilers  told  me  frankly,  that  the  treaty  mould  ne- 
ver be  without  this  allowance  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
title,  nor  the  peace  without  his  reftitution.  The  States 
laid,  they,  for  their  parts,  would  willingly  refer  this, 
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and  any  other  matters  concerning  the  treaty,  to  his 
majeity's  arbitration  •,  but  that  they  were  bound  al- 
ready by  other  treaties  to  their  allies  ;  and  particular- 
ly to  the  duke  of  Lorrain  \  and  could  not  break  from 
them  upon  a  point  of  fuch  apparent  right  as  this.  The 
]  c  he  fame  language,  and  laid  further,  that 

he  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  Stadtholder,  among 
other  things,  to  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power 
to  keep  the  States  to  the  due  obfervance  of  their  trea- 
ties ;  and  (b,  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  would  do  in 
this  as  well  as  in  others. 

All  this  being  fignified  to  his  majefty,  and  by  him 
to  France,  that  court  continued  peremptory  in  the 
matter-,  and,  the  allies  perfifting in  the  lame  difpofi- 
tion,  the  congrefs  began  to  be  looked  upon  from  all 
fides  as  a  thing  ended  before  it  began.  The  allies 
took  this  pretence  for  a  declaration  from  France  of 
their  refolution  there  mould  be  no  treaty  at  prefent  ; 
and  grounded  it  upon  feme  great  expectation  or  defign 
they  had  upon  further  progreffes  in  Sicily,  or  new  ones 
in  Naples  •,  or  elfe  from  hopes  of  bringing  in  the  Poles 
to  the  afiiftance  of  Sweden. 

But  the  truth  was,  that  France  had  been  forced  to 
difcover  upon  this  incident  what  they  had  always  at 
heart :  and  I  ever  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  all  thefe  ne- 
gotiations, that  there  were  three  points  for  which 
France  thought  the  war  worth  continuing  to  the  laft 
extremity  ♦,  which  were,  rather  than  reftore  Lorrain? 
or  Burgundy,  or  leave  a  good  frontier  on  both  fides  of 
the  Spanifh  territories  in  Flanders.  The  two  Srft  would 
hinder  the  progrefs  of  their  great  defign,  whether  of 
extending  their  empire  only  to  the  Rhine,  or  beyond 
it :  the  laft  would  hinder  their  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
whenever  they  purfued  thefinidiing  of  that  adventure, 
by  leaving  a  pafTage  for  the  Germans  to  relieve  it,  and 
by  fo  great  and  dangerous  a  diverfion  as  entering. 
France  through  Lorrain  or  Burgundy. 
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His  majefly  moll  certainly  difapproved,  and  was 
furprifed  with  this  pretence  of  France  to  the  duchy  of 
Lorrain  ;  but  yet  was  prevailed  with  by  monfieur  de 
Ruvigny  to  offer  the  expedient  of  his  majefly,  as  me- 
diator, giving  all  paffports  neceflary  to  the  congrefs 
at  Nimeguen.  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  in  this  mat- 
ter acted  the  part  rather  of  a  burgomafter  of  Amfter- 
dam,  than  an  ambaflador  of  the  States ;  and  to  make 
court  to  that  town,  which  began  to  exprefs  great  im- 
patience for  the  peace,  he  allured  his  majefly,  that  his 
mailers  could  not  fail  of  confenting  to  this  expedient. 
I  forefaw  it  would  be  refufed,  and  gave  his  majefly  no- 
tice of  it  before  I  propoled  it  to  the  States,  as  think- 
ing his  honour,  and  that  of  the  mediation,  concerned 
in  fuch  a  refufal  \  but,  receiving  direct  orders  to  pro- 
pofe  it,  I  did  fo.  The  States  told  me,  they  would  of 
themfelves  confent  to  this,  or  whatever  elfe  his  majefly 
fhould  propofe-,  but,  having  communicated  it  to  their 
allies,  they  would  not  hear  of  it ;  fome  refufing  it  with 
heat,  and  reflecting  upon  his  .majefly's  partiality  to 
France  ;  others  with  fullennefs  and  filence,  referring 
themfelves  to  new  orders  from  their  m afters. 

Hereupon  the  congrefs  grew  wholly  defperate,  and 
all  parties  prepared  for  the  field  without  any  other 
view  for  the  three  months  following  the  firfl  rife  of  this 
pretenfion.  In  the  mean  time  there  pafTed  a  fight  be- 
tween the  French,  and  Dutch  and  Spanifh  fhips,  near 
Medina  ;  wherein  De  Ruyterwas  mot  in  the  heel  by  a 
cannon-bullet,  of  which  he  died  within  few  days  after, 
and  determined  the  greateft  lofs  to  have  certainly  hap- 
pened on  that  fide,  by  that  of  the  ablefl  fea-captain 
of  his  age,  and  the  bell  fervant  that  any  prince  or 
Hate  could  have  :  for  the  reft,  "the  advantage  was  not 
confiderable  on  either  part  in  this  fight,  nor  the  con- 
fequence  material  in  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
arms  in  Sicily,  or  in  any  profpecl  of  great  enterprifes 
upon  Naples.     On  the  other  fide,  the  Swedifh  affairs 
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went  very  ill  in  Pomerania,  and  were  threatened  with 
great  invafions  the  following  campaign,  both  from 
Denmark  and  Brandenburg.  This  decried  the  coun- 
fels  of  thofe  perfons  that  engaged  them  in  this  quarrel. 
Two  ambarTadors,  count  Gxenftiern  and  Glivecrans, 
were  appointed  for  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  v/ho  had 
ever  been  of  the  fentiments  of  the  faction  which  now 
began  to  prevail  in  the  Swedifli  court :  they  grew  im- 
patient for  a  peace,  and  for  the  treaty  in  order  to  it; 
they  declared  their  difapproval  of  the  French  preten- 
fion  raifed  to  Lorrain,  which  feemed  only  to  obflrucl 
it ;  and  that  they  would  fend  their  rninifters  to  the  con- 
grefs,  whether  the  French  came  or  no  :  and  their 
commiifary  at  the  Hague  fo  well  feconded  thefe  new 
difpofitions  of  his  court,  that,  whilft  the  congrefs 
looked  deiperate  by  the  declared  obfcinacy  of  both 
fides  upon  the  point  of  Lorrain,  fnips  and  paffports 
were  difpatched  by  the  States,  with  confent  of  their 
allies  to  fetch  the  Swedifh  ambafTador  from  Gotten- 
burg  into  Holland. 

The  confederates  were  befides  much  animated  in 
their  hopes,  from  the  difpofitions  and  humours  ex- 
prerTed  in  a  late  feflion  of  parliament  in  England ; 
which  grew  fo  high  againfl  the  French,  or  at  leaft, 
upon  that  pretence,  againfl  the  prefent  conduct  of  his 
majefly  or  his  rninifters,  that  the  king  prorogued  them 
about  Chriflmas,  before  any  of  the  matters  projected 
by  the  warm  men  amongft  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
brought  into  form. 

The  French  were  upon  their  march  into  Flanders, 
and  that  king  at  the  head  of  a  great  and  brave  army 
threatened  fome  great  enterprife.  The  prince  was 
preparing  to  go  away  into  the  field,  with  reiblution 
and  hopes  of  having  the  honour  of  a  battle  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  ;  all  thoughts  of  the  con- 
grefs meeting  before  the  end  of  it  were  laid  afide ; 
when  about  the  middle  of  May  I  was  extremely  fur- 
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prifed  to  receive  a  packet  from  fecretary  Williamfon, 
with  the  French  paflports  for  the  duke  of  Lcrrain's 
minifters,  in  the  form  and  with  the  ftyles  demanded  by 
the  allies.  And  hereupon,  all  difficulties  being  re- 
moved, the  paflports  were  exchanged  by  the  end  of 
May. 

Some  days  were  lofi  by  a  new  demand  of  the  allies 
for  parTports  likewife  for  the  duke  of  Newburg's  mi- 
nifters, who  was  newly  entered  into  the  common  alli- 
ance ;  and  the  fame  paces  were  expected  likewife  from 
the  duke  of  Bavaria  (at  leaft  fo  the  Germans  flattered 
themfelves  or  their  friends.)  Upon  this,  fome  of  the 
minifters  of  the  allies  at  the  Hague,  whofe  m afters 
were  very  unwilling  the  congrefs  mould  begin  before 
the  campaign  ended,  prevailed  with  il\q  States  to  fend 
deputies  to  me,  to  demand  paflports  for  the  duke  of 
Newburg,  and  any  other  princes  that  ihould  enter  in- 
to their  alliance  ;  and  to  declare,  that,  if  thefe  were 
refufed  by  France,  they  would  look  upon  what  had 
been  already  granted  as  void. 

I  was  fomething  furprifed  at  fo  unexpected  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  States ;  and  told  their  deputies,  That 
fuch  a  refolution  was  impracticable  •  that  his  majefty 
had  undertaken" to  procure  parTports  for  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  and  all  the  allies  they  had  named 
en  both  fides,  which  was  done,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
grefs ready  to  begin  ;  and  fuch  a  delay,  as  this  would 
occafion,  was  both  a  difrefpect  to  his  majefty,  and 
that  could  not  be  confented  to  by  France,  nor  the  re- 
ciprocal of  it  by  any  of  the  allies  that  forefaw  the  con- 
fequences  which  might  happen  upon  it :  that  fome 
ally  of  France  might  fall  off  to  the  confederates,  or 
fome  of  the  confederates  to  France  -,  and  with  fuch 
circumftances,  as  it  could  not  be  expected  either  of 
them  ihould  think  fit  to  give  paflports,  or  treat  with 
them  at  the  congrefs  •,  nor  was  it  a  thing  in  any  form, 
to  demand  parTports  without  naming  for  whom  they 
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fhould  be.  After  feveral  other  exceptions,  the  deputies 
defiredme  to  let  them  reprefent  myreafons  againft  it  to 
the  States,  and  to  expect  their  anfwer  till  the  next  af- 
ternoon -9  and  one  of  them  told  me,  as  he  went  out, 
that  I  had  all  the  reafcn  in  the  world,  and  that  they 
had  been  too  eafy  in  it  upon  the  inflances  of  fome  al- 
lies. Next  day  the  deputies  came  to  let  me  know  the 
States  had  altered  their  refolution,  and  defired  only, 
that  his  majefty  would  procure  pafTports  for  the  duke 
of  Newburg's  miniflers  ;  which  I  eafily  undertook. 
This  change  had  not  parted  without  violent  heats  be- 
tween the  States  deputies  and  the  miniflers  of  fome 
allies,  who  pre  (Ted  them  fo  far,  that  one  of  the  depu- 
ties anfwcred  him,  Que  fretendez  vous  dene,  mejfieurs, 
de  nous  fair  e  dechirer  far  lei  canaille  ?  [Do  you  intend 
then,  gentlemen,  to  make  us  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
rabble  ?]  Which  ihews  the  difpofition  that  ran  fo 
generally  at  this  time  throughout  the  trading  provinces 
towards  a  peace. 

There  remained  now  but  one  preliminary  undeter- 
mined, which  was,  To  fix  fome  extent  of  neutral  coun- 
try about  the  place  of  congrefs.  France  would  have 
extended  it  two  leagues  round  •,  the  allies  would  have 
it  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  river  Waal,  upon  which 
Nimeguen  fiood,  and  was  divided  by  it  from  the  Be- 
tuwe,  apart  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and  through 
which  lay  the  ftraight  road  into  the  red  of  that  coun- 
try.  Both  thefe  propofals  were  grounded  upon  the 
famereafon  :  that  of  France,  to  facilitate  the  commerce 
of  their  ambafiadors  with  the  towns  of  Holland,  incite 
the  defires,  and  enter  into  praclices  of  peace  diftincb 
from  the  motions  of  the  congrefs  :  that  of  the  allies, 
to  prevent  or  incumber  the  too  eafy  and  undifcovered 
pafTage  of  the  French  emifTaries  upon  this  occafion. 
However,  both  were  pofitive  in  their  opinions  ;  fo  as 
this  matter  came  not  to  be  determined  till  fome  time 
after  the  congrefs  began,  and  but  lamely  then, 
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TH  E  prince  was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  field, 
and  told  me,    That,  before  he  went,  he  muft 
have  fome  talk  with  me  in  private,  and  atleifure  \  and 
to  that  purpofe  defired  it  might  be  in  the  garden  of 
Honflaerdyck.     We  appointed  the  hour,  and  met  ac- 
cordingly.    He  told  me,  I  would  eafily  believe,  that, 
being  the  only  fon  that  was  left  of  his  family,  he  was 
often  preffed  by  his  friends  to  think  of  marrying,  and 
had  many  perfons  propofed  to  him,  as  their  ieveral 
humours  led  them  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  knew 
it  was  a  thing  to  be  done  at  one  time  or  other ;   but 
that  he  had  hitherto  excufed  the  thoughts  of  it,  other- 
wife  than  in  general,  till  the  war  was  ended :  that,  be- 
lides  his  own  friends,  the  deputies  of  the  States  began 
to  prefs  him  more  earneftly  every  day,  and  the  more, 
as  they  faw  the  war  like  to  continue  •,    and  perhaps 
they  had  more  reafon  to  do  it  than  any  others  :  that 
he  had  at  laft  promifed  them  he  would  think  of  it 
more  ferioufly  and  particularly,  and  fo  he  had,  and  re- 
iblved  he  would  marry  ;  but  the  choice  of  a  perfon  he 
thought  more  difficult :  that  he  found  himfelf  inclined 
to  no  propofals  had  been  made  him  out  of  France  or 
Germany,, nor  indeed  to  any  that  had  been  mentioned 
upon  this  occasion  by  any  of  his  friends,  but  that  of 
England  :  that,  before  he  concluded  to  make  any  pa- 
ces that  way,   he  was  refolved  to  have  my  opinion  up- 
on two  points,  but  yet  would  not  aik  it,  unlefs  I  pro- 
mifed to  anfwer  him  as  a  friend,  or  at  lead  an  indiffe- 
rent perfon,  and  not  as  the  king's  ambaffador.  When  I 
told  him  he  mould  be  obeyed,  he  went  on,  and  faid, 
That  he  would  confefs  to  me,  during  the  late  war,  nei- 
ther the  States,  nor  he  in  particular,  were  without  ap- 
plications from  feveral  perfons,   and  considerable,   ia 
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England,  who  would  fain  have  engaged  them  to  head 
the  difcontents  that  were  raifed  by  the  conduct  of  the 
court  in  that  whole  war,  which  he  knew  was.  begun  and 
carried  on  quite  contrary  to  the  humour  of  the  nation, 
and  might  perhaps  have  proved  very  dangerous  to  the 
crown,  if  it  had  not  ended  as  it  did:  that  all  thefe  perfons, 
who  pretended  to  be  much  his  friends,  were  extreme- 
ly againfl  any  thoughts  of  his  marrying  in  England  ; 
their  reafons  were,  That  he  would  by  it  lofe  all  the  ef- 
teem  and  intereft  he  had  there,  and  be  believed  to  have 
run  wholly  into  the  difpofitions  and  defigns  of  the 
court,  which  were  generally  thought  fo  different  from 
thofe  of  the  nation,  efpecially  upon  the  point  of  religi- 
on, that  his  friends  there  did  not  believe  the  o-overn- 
ment  could  be  long  without  fome  great  difturbance, 
unlefs  they  changed  their  meafures,  which  was  not  ef- 
teemed  very  likely  to  be  done  :  and  upon  this  he  defir* 
ed  my  thoughts  as  a  friend.  The  next  was  upon  the  per- 
fon  and  difpofitions  of  the  young  lady  ;    for  though  it 
would  not  pals  in  the  world  for  a  prince  to  feem  con- 
cerned in  thofe  particulars  ;  yet,  for  himfelf,  he  would 
tell  me  without  any  fort  of  affectation,  that  he  was  fo, 
and  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  no  circumflances  of  fortune 
or  intereft  would  engage  him,  without  thofe  of  the  per- 
fon,  efpecially  thofe  of  humour  and  difpofitions  :  that 
he  might,  perhaps,  not  be  very  eafy  for  a  wife  to  live 
with  ;  he  was  fure  he  mould  not  to  fuch  wives  as  were 
generally  in  the  courts  of  this  age :  that  if  he  mould 
meet  with  one  to  give  him  trouble  at  home,  'twas  what 
he  fhould  not  be  able  to  bear,  who  was  like  to  have 
enough  abroad  in  the  courfe  of  his  life:  and  that,  after 
the  manner  he  was  refolved  to  live  with  a  wife,  which 
fhould  be  the  befl  he  could,  he  would  have  one  that  he 
thought  likely  to  live  well  with  him,  which  he  thought 
chiefly  depended  on  her  difpofition  and  education  ; 
and  if  I  knew  any  thing  particular  of  the  lady  Mary 
in  thefe  points,  he  defired  me  to  tell  him  freely. 

5  I  an- 
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I  anfwered  his  highnefs,  That  I  was  very  glad  to 
find  he  was  refolved  to  marry,  being  what  he  owed  his 
family  and  friends  :  that  I  was  much  more  pleafed  that 
his  inclination  led  him  to  endeavour  it  in  England : 
that  I  thought-  it  as  much  for  his  intereft,  as  others  of 
his  Englilh  friends  thought  it  was  againil  it :  that  the 
king  and  his  highnefs  would  ever  be  able  to  do  one 
another  more  good,  and  more  harm,  than  any  other 
princes  could  do  either  of  them,  by  being  friends  or 
enemies  :  thsit  it  was  a  great  ftep  to  be  one  degree 
nearer  the  crown,  and  in  all  appearance  the  next :  that 
for  his  friends  (as  they  pretended  in  England)  they. 
muft  fee  much  farther  than  I  did,  to  believe  the  king 
in  any  fuch  dangers  or  difficulties  as  they  imagined  : 
that  the  crown  of  England  flood  upon  furer  founda- 
tions than  ever  it  had  done  in  former  times,  and  the 
more  for  what  had  pafTcd  in  the  lafl  reign  ;  and  that  I 
believed  the  people  would  be  found  better  fubjecls  than 
perhaps  the  king  himfelf  believed  them  :  that  it  was 
however  in  his  power  to  be  as  well  with  them  as  he 
pleafed,  and  to  make  as  fhort  turns  to  fuch  an  end  ;  if 
not,  yet,  with  the  help  of  a  little  good  hufoandry,  he 
might  pafs  his  reign  in  peace,  though  not  perhaps  with 
fo  much  eafe  at  home,  or  glory  abroad,  as  if  he  fell 
into  the  vein  of  his  people  :  that  if  the  court  were  of 
ientiments  different  from  thofe  of  his  highnefs,  yet  his 
advifers  would  make  him  a  greater  compliment  in  be- 
lieving him  as  likely  to  induce  the  court  to  his,  as  in 
concluding  they  would  bring  him  to  theirs  ;  and,  if 
that  mould  happen,  the  mofl  feditious  men  in  England 
would  be  hard  put  to  it  to  find  an  ill  fide  in  fuch  a 
match.  That,  for  the  other  point,  I  could  fay  nothing 
to  it,  but  that  I  had  always  heard  my  wife  and  my  fi- 
ller fpeak  with  all  the  advantage  that  could  be  of  what 
they  could  difcern  in  a  princefs  fo  young,  and  more 
from  what  they  had  been  told  by  the  governefs,  with 
whom  they  had  a  particular  friendfhip,  and  who,  they 
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were  fure,  took  all  the  care  that  could  be  in  fo  much 
of  education  as  fell  to  her  fhare. 

After  two  hours  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjecr,,  the 
prince  concluded  he  would  enter  upon  this  purfuit, 
and,  in  order  to  it,  would  write  both  to  the  king  and 
the  duke,  to  beg  their  favour  to  him  in  it,  and  their 
leave  that  he  might  go  over  into  England  at  the  end 
of  the  campaign  :  that  my  wife,  who  was  then  going 
over  upon  my  private  affairs,  fhould  carry  and  deliver 
both  his  letters  ;  and,  during  her  flay  there,  mould 
endeavour  to  inform  herfeif  the  moft  particularly  fhe 
could  of  all  that  concerned  the  perfon,  humour,  and 
difpofitions  of  the  young  princefs,  in  which  he  feemed 
fo  much  concerned. 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  thefe  difcourfes,  the 
prince  brought  his  letters  to  my  wife,  and  went  im- 
mediately to  the  army  •,  and  fhe  went  immediately  af- 
ter into  England  with  thofe  difpatches,  and  left  me 
preparing  for  my  journey  to  Nimeguen,  where  the 
Dutch  firfl,  and  after  them  the  French  ambaffadors 
were  arrived,  and  confequently  thofe  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal parties  in  the  war. 

Before  I  went,  Du  Moulin  met  my  chaplain  in  the 
Voorhout,  and  told  him  he  was  fo  ill,  that  he  knew  he 
had  not  long  to  live ;  and  that  he  could  not  die  in  qui- 
et, without  aiking  my  pardon  for  fo  many  falfe  and 
injurious  things  as  he  confeffed  to  have  faid  of  me  fince 
my  laft  embaffy  in  Holland,  though  he  had  before  had 
all  the  efleem  that  could  be  for  me.  He  defired  my 
chaplain,  fince  1  had  always  refuled  to  fee  him,  that 
he  would  do  this  office  for  him,  and  afked  my  pardon 
as  from  a  dying  man.  This  Moulin,  after  having 
been  much  employed  and  favoured  by  my  lord  Ar- 
lington during  the  counfels  and  vogue  of  the  triple  al- 
liance, and  difgraced  by  him  after  the  change  of  thofe 
meafures  in  England,  went  ever  into  Holland,  was  en- 
tertained by  the  prince  as  one  of  his  fecretaries,  grew 
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into  great  favour  and  confidence  during  the  war,  was 
madeufe  of  by  the  malecontents  of  England  in  their 
applications  at  the  Hague  ;  and  was  thought  worth  all 
my  lord  Arlington's  inftances  and  endeavours  when  he 
was  at  the  Hague,,  to  remove  him  from  the  prince's 
fervice.  I  received  afterwards  commands  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  compaffed  it  not  without  time  and  diffi- 
culty :  he  had  not  been  long  laid  afide  when,  this  hap- 
pened ;  and  whether  that,  or  the  knowledge  of  the 
prince's  late  refolution  topurfue  the  match  in  England, 
helped  to  break  his  heart •,  or  whether  it  were  a  con- 
fumption,  as  his  friends  gave  out,  I  know  not ;  but 
he  died  foon  after,  and  with  him  the  intrigues  of  that 
party  in  England,  that  had  for  fome  time  employed 
him,   and  bufied  his  friends  in  Holland. 

After  many  delays  in  the  difpatch  and  exchange  of 
the  paflports  I  got  loofe  from  the  Hague  about  the  be- 
ginning of  July  1 6 7  6,  upon  my  journey  to  Nimeguen  ; 
where"  the  French  and  Dutch  ambafTadors,  being  al- 
ready arrived,  preffed  very  much  for  my  coming,  in 
regard  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  excufed  himfelf  from  per- 
forming any  acts  or  offices  of  the  mediation  till  my  ar- 
rival, and  contented  himfelf  to  pafs  only  the  ufual  vi- 
fits.  The  difpofitions  I  obferved  in  the  feveral  parties 
towards  the  fuccefs  of  this  congrefs,  when  I  went  in 
order  to  the  opening  of  it,  were  very  different,  and 
very  unlikely  to  draw  it  to  any  fudden  iffue  ;  but  only 
to  attend  and  be  governed  by  the  fuccefTes  of  the  feve- 
ral armies  in  the  field,  and  the  events  expected  from 
the  actions  of  the  campaign.  The  French  had  given* 
all  the  facility  they  could  for  fome  months  pad  to  the 
forming  of  the  congrefs,  and  made  all  the  hafte 
they  could  for  their  ambafTadors  to  be  upon  the 
place,  defiring  no  better  peace  than  upon  the  pre- 
sent plan  of  affairs  ;  and  hoping  by  their  forward- 
4iefs,  and  the  great  backwardnefs  of  fome  of  the  at 
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lies,  to  make  way  for  feme  feparate  treaties  with  thofe 
among  them  who  began  to  be  impatient  for  the  peace. 
The  houfe  of  Auftria  was  fullen,  as  lofers  ufe  to  be, 
and  fo  were  very  flow  and  reffy  in  all  their  paces  to- 
wards this  treaty  ;  the  Germans  hoping  for  great  fuc- 
cefTes  of  their  arms  in  this  campaign,  and  the  Spa- 
niards flattering  themfelves  with  the  interefts  his  ma- 
jefty  had  in  the  prefervation  of  Flanders,  and  with  the 
part  which  the  parliament  in  England  feemed  of  late 
to  have  taken  in  their  affairs  ;  and  b©th  were  in  hopes 
that  fomething  might  arife  from  one  of  thefe  fides,  to 
make  room  for  pretenfions  that  could  not  be  in  coun- 
tenance as  things  flood  at  prefent.  The  Swede  was 
Very  earned  for  a  peace,  as  having  more  hopes  of  re- 
covering himfelf  that  way,  than  by  the  courfe  of  a  war. 
Denmark  and  Brandenburg  were  violent  for  continuing 
the  war ;  finding  the  Swedes  weak,  divided,  and  unre- 
lievable  by  France  any  otherwife  than  with  their  mo- 
neys, and  hoping  to  drive  them  this  fummer  out  of 
Germany.  The  States  were  very  defirous  of  the  peace, 
having  no  pretences  of  their  own,  but  to  get  well  out 
of  a  war  that  ruined  their  trade,  and  drained  their 
money ;  but  they  durfl  not  break  from  their  confede- 
rates, not  trufting  England  enough,  nor  France  at  all, 
fo  as  to  leave  themfelves  in  a  condition  of  depending 
upon  either  of  them  after  the  peace  fhould  be  made. 
One  general  thread  ran  through  the  counfels  on  both 
fides ;  on  the  French,  to  break  the  confidence  and  uni- 
on of  the  confederacy  by  different  paces  and  advances 
to  the  feveral  parties  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty ;  on 
the  confederates,  to  preferve  the  fame  confidence  and 
union  with  which  they  had  carried  on  the  war,  even 
after  the  peace  fhould  be  made.  His  majefly,  though 
he  was  offered  by  fome  of  the  parties  to  be  arbiter,  as 
well  as  mediator,  in  the  prefent  differences  §  and  was 
known  by  them  all  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  make 
that  figure  as  he  pleafed  -,  yet  chofe  the. other,  and  gave 

Z  2  us 


34^  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

us  orders  accordingly,  only  to  perform  the  offices  d( 
a  bare  mediation,  and  to  avoid  the  parties  fubmitting 
their  differences  to  his  determination  :  fo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  the  congrefs  would 
only  prove  a  bufinefs  of  form ;  and  proceed  no  other- 
wife  than  as  it  mould  be  moved,  or  rather  governed, 
by  the  events  of  the  field. 

However,  the  opening  of  it  might  well  be  called 
the  dawn  of  a  peace  \  which  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
only  prophecy  of  this  fort  that  I  have  ever  thought 
worth  taking  notice  of,  nor  fhould  I  have  done  fo,  but 
that  monfieur  Colbert  ihewed  it  me  at  my  coming  to 
Nimeguen,  and  made  me  remember  to  have  feen  it  in 
my  lord  Arlington's  hands  in  the  year  1668,  who  told 
me  it  was  very  old,  and  had  been  found  in  fome  abbey 
of  Germany;     It  was  in  thefe  terms  : 

Lilium  intrabit  in  terram  leans,  feras  in  bfachiis 
gerens ;  aquila  movebit  alas,  et  in  auxilium  veniet  fi- 
lms hominis  ab  auftro :  tunc  erit  ingens  bellum  per 
totum  terrarum  orbem ;  fed  pofi  quatuor  annos  pax 
elucefcet,  et  falus  erit  filio  hominis  unde  exitium  pu- 
tabatur. 

"  The  lily  mail  invade  the  land  of  the  lion,  bearing 
tc  wild  beafts  in  its  arms  •,  the  eagle  mall  move  its 
"  wings,  and  thefon  of  man  mall  come  to  his  affiflance 
"  from  the  fouth  :  then  there  mall  be  great  war 
"  throughout  the  world  ;  but  after  four  years  peace 
tc  fhall  dawn,  and  the  ion  of  man  be  delivered  by 
*f  thofe  from  whom  his  ruin  was  expected." 

Thofe,  who  have  a  mind  to  give  credit  to  fuch  pro- 
phecies from  the  courfe  of  events,  muft  allow  the  leo- 
pards (the  ancient  arms  of  England)  to  be  meant  by 
the  wild  beads ;  the  king  of  Spain  by  the  fori  of  man  ; 
the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  (four  years  after  the  war  be- 
gan) by  the  dawn  of  peace  •,  and  Spain's  having  been 

faved 
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faved  by  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  by  thofe 
from  whom  its  ruin  was  expected.  But  I  eafily  believe, 
that  as  moil  prophecies,  which  run  in  the  world,  arife 
from  the  contrivances  of  crafty,  or  the  dreams  of  en- 
thufiaftical  heads  ;  and  the  fenfe  of  them  (where  there 
is  any)  lies  wrapped  up  in  ntyftical  or  incoherent 
exprefllons,  fit  to  receive  many  forts  of  interpretations  9 
and  fome  perhaps  from  the  leifure  of  great  wits  that 
are  ill  employed,  and  feek  diverfion  to  themfelves  by 
writing  things  at  random  with  the  fcornful  thought 
of  amufing  the  world  about  nothing  -,  fo  others  are 
broached  for  old,  either  after  events  happen,  or  when 
they  are  fo  probable  as  to  be  eafily  conjectured  by 
forefeeing  men  :  and  it  feems  ftrange,  that  of  the  firft 
kind  (being  fo  many)  no  more  happen  to  be  fulfilled, 
with  the  help  of  fo  much  inclination  to  believe,  as  well 
as  fo  much  invention  to  wreft  the  meaning  of  words 
to  the  fenfe  pretended.  But  whether  this  I  mention 
may  not  have  been  one  of  the  laft  kind  is  uncertain  •, 
for  in  that  very  year  it  was  produced,  and  given  my 
lord  Arlington  by  a  Frenchman  (as  he  told  me)  the 
defign  of  this  war  was  not  only  laying,  but  well  ad- 
vanced by  the  practices  of  monfieur  Colbert  upon  the 
minifters  of  our  court  (where  he  was  then  ambaffador) 
and  by  the  violent  humour  of  my  lord  Clifford  to  en- 
ter into  the  leagues  then  projected  by  France ;  fo  that, 
the  very  day  the  parliament  gave  his  majefty  a  mighty 
fum  of  money,  to  compliment  him  upon  fo  applauded 
a  counfel  and  fuccefs  as  that  of  the  triple  alliance  in 
the  year  1668,  that  lord,  coming  out  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  where  he  was  then  a  member,  could 
not  hold  faying  to  a  friend  of  mine  who  came  out 
with  him,  That,  for  all  this  great  joy,  it  muft  not  be 
long  before  we  have  another  war  with  Holland.  And 
of  which  of  thefe  two  prophecies  were  the  more  to  be 
confidered,  or  the  better  infpired,  I  leave  it  to  every 
£>ne  to  guefs  as  they  pleale. 

Z  1  Wwg~ 
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Nimeguen  is  feated  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  which  U 
the  lafl  of  Germany  ;  and  (loops  upon  the  river  Waal, 
which  wafhes  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  divides 
it  from  the  Betuwe,  an  ifland  lying  all  upon  flat  low 
ground,  between  the  Waal  and  the  old  Rhine,  which 
was  the  ancient  feat  of  thofe  the  Romans  called  Bata^ 
vians,  and,  for  their  bravery  and  love  of  liberty,  took 
into  their  confederacy,  when  they  fubjedted  all  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  Gaul  and  Germany.  Betuwe  and 
Waal  were  the  ancient  German  names,  and  turned  inr 
to  Batayia  and  Vahalis  by  the  Roman  terminations,  as 
Cologn  and  Cleves  are  Roman  names  changed  into  Ger^ 
man.  Betuwe  fignifies,  in  the  oldGerman,  fat  earth,  as 
Veluwe  (a  great  heathy  country  on  t'other  fide  the  Rhine) 
does  coarfe  or  barren  earth.  Whether  Nimeguen  came 
fromNeomagum,  or  Neomagum  from  Nimeguen,  I 
cannot  determine;  but  the  old  caftle,  as  well  as  many 
antiquities  found  about  it,  {hew  it  to  have  been  a  colony 
of  the  Romans  -,  and  it  is  feated  in  very  good  air  encom- 
pafled  on  three  fides  by  great  and  dry  heaths,  is  well 
built,  and  inhabited  by  a  good  fort  of  people. 

I  excufed  myfelf  from  letting  the  magiftrates  of 
Nimeguen  know  wl>at  time  I  defigned  my  arrival  there, 
though  they  lent  to  inform  themfelves  while  I  was  up- 
on the  way  •,  and  I  refufed  any  ceremonies  at  entry, 
to  prevent  that  pretence  in  other  ambaflfadors,  and 
the  troubles  and  chfturbances  fuch  public  receptions 
might  occafion.  However  I  could  not  efcape  fome 
part  of  it,  for  which  I  had  like  to  have  paid  a  great 
deal  more  than  it  was  worth.  The  river  of  Nimeguen 
is  very  rapid  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream,  which  lies 
near  the  town,  and  fpreads  very  broad  upon  the  other 
fide  to  the  Betuwe,  being  upon  flat  grounds.  The 
firft  part  of  it  is  paflfed  by  a  very  large  ferry-boat, 
which  held  at  once  my  two  coaches  and  fix.  hprfes, 
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one  waggon,  and  my  trunks,  eight  faddle-horfes,  and 
would  have  received  many  more.  This  boat  is  of  a 
contrivance  lb  lingular,  as  well  as  ib  commodious, 
that  I  have  much  wondered  never  to  have  feen  it  prac- 
tifed  in  any  other  place  ;  for  the  force  of  the  itream 
drives  the  boat  crofs  the  river  without  the  leaft  pains 
of  the  men,  being  kept  to  its  courfe  by  a  itrong  cable 
extended  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  fattened  to  a 
pully  let  up  for  that  purpofe  in  the  boat  ;  fo  that  no 
llrefs  of  weather  hinders  this  pafTage,  and  the  harder 
the  Itream  runs,  the  fooner  it  is  made.  Where  the 
river  grows  mallow,  and  the  current  flack,  on  the  Be- 
tuwe  fide,  it  is  fupplied  by  a  bridge  of  planks  for 
about  two  hundred  paces,  which  are  ill  kept,  many 
looie  or  making,  and  no  defence  on  the  fides.  When 
my  coaches  were  upon  this  bridge,  the  cannon  of  the 
town  began  to  fire,  and  fo  continued  all  the  while  I 
was  upon  the  river  ;  which  was  a  piece  of  civility  well 
nnderftood  ;  but  my  horfes  were  fo  unruly  with  that 
noife,  and  the  clatter  of  the  planks,  that  they  were 
much  likelier  to  have  carried  me  into  the  river  than 
into  the  boat.  But  when,  with  the  help  of  my  fer- 
vants  on  foot  that  led  them,  we  got  in  there,  we  were 
fafe  as  in  a  houfe,  and  got  well  away  to  the  town  where 
I  landed  at  Sir  Lionel  Jenkin's  houfe,  and  ftaid  there 
till  late  in  the  evening,  to  avoid  any  vifits  or  ceremo- 
nies that  night. 

The  next  day  I  was  vifited  by  the  French  ambafla- 
clors.  With  monfieur  D'Avaux  parled  little  but  what 
was  common  upon  fuch  occafions  :  But  the  marfhai 
D'Eftrades  and  monfieur  Colbert  being  of  my  particu- 
lar acquaintance  in  my  former  embaflies  at  the  Hague 
and  AixlaChapelle,  they  pretended,  in  their  firftfepa- 
rate  vifits,  to  enter  with  me  upon  points  and  terms  of 
great  confidence,  and  upon  matters  that  gave  me  light 
into  the  whole  defign  of  France  intended  by  the  fleps 
of  this  treaty,  to  which  they  had  of  late  fhewed  fo  great 
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forwardnefs,  at  lead  in  the  forming  of  this  congrefs, 
and  difpatch  of  their  ambafTadors,  before  thofe  of 
the  allies  were  in  any  motion,  or  perhaps  difpofition 
towards  it.  They  both  told  me,  That  they  had  ex- 
prefs  and  private  orders  from  the  king  their  mafter,  to 
make  me  particular  compliments  upon  the  efteem  his 
mod  chriftian  majefty  had  for  my  perfon,  and  to  make 
their  application  wholly  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  this 
negotiation,  though  one  of  us  minifters  mediators 
came  from  refiding  in  their  own  court ;  but  they  knew 
very  well  I  had  the  king  my  matter's  confidence  as 
well  as  that  of  his  minifters  •,  and,  that  having  had 
the  framing  of  this  congrefs  from  the  firft  overtures, 
and  through  all  the  preliminaries,  there  was  no  other 
hand  but  mine  capable  of  finifhing  it ;  and  therefore 
they  prefaged  me  all  the  glory  of  it :  that  I  might 
reckon  upon  all  the  facility  their  mafter  could  give  to- 
wards it-,  but  that  after  fuch  fucceffes  in  the  war,  and 
at  the  head  of  fo  great  forces  both  at  land  and  fea, 
it  could  not  be  expected  he  fhould  yield  to  reftore 
what  his  arms  had  conquered.  On  the  other  fide, 
they  knew  very  well,  that  though  the  States  were  bent 
upon  the  peace,  yet  the  forwardnefs  or  extravagant 
demands  of  their  allies  would  engage  them  as  long  as 
they  could  in  the  war,  unlefs  the  prince  of  Orange 
would  interpofe  his  authority,  which  was  fo  great  with 
all  the  allies,  that  they  were  fure  of  their  confenting 
to  whatever  terms  the  prince  fnould  be  refolute  in  pro- 
posing for  the  peace  :  that,  to  draw  it  therefore  to  a 
happy  uTue,  there  was  no  way  but  for  his  highnefs 
firfl  to  agree  privately  with  France  upon  the  condi- 
tions, and  what  every  party  mould  content  themfelves 
with ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty,  to 
draw  all  things,  by  concert  together,  to  the  fcope 
agreed  between  them;  in  which  the  prince  might  make 
life  of  the  known  temper  of  the  States  to  bring  it  to  a 
fudden  iOue,  and  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  in  cafe  the 
3  unreafonable 
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unreafonable  pretences  of  their  allies  fhould  hinder  or 
delay  a  general  one  :  that  this  part  was  acted  by  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  at  Munfter,  who  was  in  private 
concert  with  France  through  the  whole  proceedings  of 
that  treaty,  though  he  went  Lon  with  the  allies  in  the 
public  tranfadtions  :  that  he  owed  the  greatnefs  of  his 
houfe  to  this  counfel,  and  to  the  confideration  and 
fupport  it  had  ever  fince  received  from  the  crown  of 
France  :  that,  by  purfuing  the  fame  at  Nimeguen,  it 
would  be  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  power  to  do  the 
fame  for  himfelf  and  his  family ;  and  that,  for  what 
concerned  his  own  perfonal  interefts  and  advantages, 
their  matter  had  given  them  power  to  allure  him,  he 
mould  have  carte  blanche,  and  draw  his  own  conditi- 
ons upon  it:  that  though  they  had  other  ways  of  mak- 
ing this  overture  to  the  prince,  yet  they  had  order  to 
do  it  by  none  but  me,  if  I  would  charge  myfelf  with 
it :  that  they  knew  the  credit  and  confidence  I  was  in 
with  the  prince,  and  how  far  he  would  defer  to  my 
opinions  in  what  concerned  the  public  interefts  of  his 
allies  as  well  as  his  own  :  and  that,  if  I  would  efpoufe 
this  affair,  befides  the  glory  of  having  alone  given  a 
peace  to  Chriftendom,  I  might  reckon  upon  what  I 
pieafed  myfelf  from  the  bounty  and  generofity  of  the 
king  their  matter. 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  was  faid  by  them  both, 
though  in  feveral  and  private  vifits  •,  but  I  obferved 
monfieur  Colbert  to  have  been  inftructed  with  more 
particular  confidence,  and  to  defign  it  with  me,  even 
apart  from  both  his  collegues  and  mine,  in  the  purfuit 
of  this  intelligence  ;  but  monfieur  D'Eftrades  valued 
himfelf  chiefly  upon  his  entering  into  it  with  me  pre- 
ferable to  all  others,  though  he  had  feveral  other 
ways  of  doing  it  with  the  prince,  as  well  as  into  what 
practices  he  mould  think  fit  with  the  States,  by  the 
feelp  of  fo  many  friendfhips  and  habitudes  as  I  knew 
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he  had  contracted  in  Holland,  during  fo  long  a  courfe 
of  employments  there. 

I  anfwered,  That  I  was  obliged  to  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty  for  his  good  opinion,  and  to  them  for  having 
given  it  him,  not  having  myfelf  at  all  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  him  :  that  I  mould  make  no  ill  ufe  of 
this  great  honour  and  confidence,  whether  I  mould  be 
able  to  make  a  good  one  or  not :  that,  for  his  majefty 's 
difpofitions  to  promote  the  peace,  they  knew  them  as 
well  as  I ;  but  that  many  confiderations  had  engaged 
him  to  inftruct  us  the  mediators  only  to  promote  a  ge- 
neral- peace,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  paces  towards 
any  particular  one,  or  feparate,  between  the  parties, 
which  fuch  a  private  and  previous  concert  between 
France  and  the  prince  of  Orange  would  look  very  like; 
and  therefore  I  did  not  fee  how  I  could  enter  upon  it 
without  particular  orders  from  the  king :  that,  befides, 
I  would  confefs  to  them,  that  I  did  not  think  it  would 
be  of  any  great  effect:,  if  I  mould  receive  them  ;  and 
that  the  beft  fervice  I  could  do  them  (the  ambaifa- 
dors)  was  to  let  them  know  very  freely  all  that  I 
knew,  or  at  leaft  thought,  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  his  difpofitions  in  this  great  affair,  that  .hey  might 
the  better  guefs  what  paces  to  expect:  from  him  :  that 
I  was  fure  he  defired  the  peace  as  much  as  the  States 
could  do  y  that  the  weak  conduct  of  Spain,  and  dis- 
tracted counfels  of  the  Empire,  were  enough  to  force 
him  upon  it,  without  many  other  circumftances  that 
were  too  well  known  to  trouble  them  with :  that  the 
prince  knew  very  well  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at 
all  in  the  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Hol- 
land, and  that  all  would  arife  from  their  allies,  who  had 
entered  into  the  war  only  in  their  defence :  that  their 
faith  and  honour  were  fince  engaged  by  many  treaties 
concluded  with  them,  and  which  hindered  them  from 
making  any  feparate  peace :  that,  in  all  thofe  treaties, 
the  prince's  honour  was  more  particularly  engaged, 
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upon  which  perfonally  the  feveral  confederate  princes 
were  known  to  rely  more,  than  upon  any  public  refo- 
Jution  or  inltruments  of  the  States  :  that,  if  any  ways 
could  be  found,  or  offers  made  towards  bringing  his 
highnefs  out  of  this  war,  with  thefafety  of  his  honour, 
by  the  fatisfaction  of  his  allies,  upon  any  fort  of  terms, 
I  was  fure  he  would  fall  into  them  with  all  the  joy  that 
could  be ;  but  to  break  from  them,  againft  all  faith 
and  agreements,  by  feparate  meafures,  I  believed  he 
would  never  be  induced,  but  by  the  laft  extremities  of 
the  war,  or  neceflities  at  home:  and  that,  for  his  own 
perfonal  interefts,  I  was  confident  no  advantages  to  be 
offered  him  would  ever  be  confidered  by  his  highnefs, 
how  great  foever  ;  but  that  two  or  three  towns,  more 
or  lefs  to  the  Spaniards,  for  the  flrength  of  their  fron- 
tier in  Flanders,  would  prevail  more  with  him  than 
all  could  be  done  for  his  interefl  in  Orange  or  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  that  all  other  proportions  of  advantages 
more  than  were  avowed  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty 
were,  I  believed,  what  he  would  take  ill  from  any 
that  mould  make  them;  and  yet,  whenever  I  faw  him 
next,  I  would  tell  him  of  all  that  had  pafTed  in  this 
converfation  :  but,  for  the  deference  they  believed  his 
Jiighnefs  might  have  for  my  fentiments,  I  would  allure 
them,  my  opinion  was,  he  had  none  for  mine,  or 
any  man's  elfe,  further  than  as  their  arguments  pre- 
vailed upon  his  judgment:  that  he  had  fenfe  enough  to 
govern  himfelf,  and  I  believed  he  would  always  truft 
to  it,  though  he  might  advife  with  other  men. 

After  thefe  converfations,  during  the  time  I  jftaid 
at  Nimeguen,  monfieur  Colbert  made  many  fmall  at- 
tacks of  this  kind  upon  me,  and  fometimes  contented 
himfelf  only  to  let  fall  fome  things  in  converfation,  to 
try  if  I  was  difpofed  to  enter  further  upon  thatfubjecl: 
But  the  Marefchal  D'Eftrades  immediately  after  began 
to  turn  his  battery  another  way,  which  was  upon  the 
Penfioner  Fagel,  by  the  intervention  of  a  perfon  of 
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Maeftricht,  many  of  whofe  letters  the  Penfioner  flie^ 
ed  me  upon  the  fame  occafion  •,  and  with  all  the  offers 
that  could  be  made  of  confideration  and  advantage  to 
theinterefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange;  which  met  with  no 
other  reception  from  his  highnefs  than  what  I  foretold. 

After  the  firft  vifits  between  us  and  the  French  and 
Dutch  ambafTadors,  whom  only  we  found  at  Nime- 
guen,  we  received  a  vifit  from  the  magiftates  of  the 
town,  who  told  us,  they  had  order  from  the  States  to 
remit  the  government  of  the  city  to  our  difpofition, 
during  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  to  proceed  no  otherways 
in  it,  than  according  to  fuch  orders  as  they  mould  re- 
ceive from  us  the  mediators.  We  told  them,  it  was 
his  majefty's  pleafure,  that  we  mould  not  at  all  inter- 
meddle with  it,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  mould 
coniign  into  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  juftice  of  the  town 
any  of  our  domeftics  that  mould  be  guilty  of  any 
crime  againfl  the  peace  and  government  of  the  place; 
and  that  juftice  mould  be  done  upon  them  according 
to  their  faults  ;  and  that  we  mould  not  take  upon  us 
to  withdraw  or  protect  them  from  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  juftice,  by  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  cha- 
racter his  majefty  had  given  us. 

After  this  we  applied  ourfelves  to  propofe  fome  re- 
gulations for  the  order  and  quiet  of  fo  numerous  an 
aflembly  as  this  was  like  to  prove  (in  a  town  but  too 
ftrait,  and  compofed  of  narrow  ftreets)  and  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  fome  compafs  of  neutral  country  about 
it,  for  the  convenience  and  divertifement  of  the  com- 
pany that  mould  compofe  it.  For  the  firft,  we  gave  in 
a  paper  to  the  French  and  Dutch  ambafTadors,  with 
certain  articles,  to  which  we  defired  their  confent  -,  not 
doubting,  but  all  others,  that  fhould  come  after, 
v/ould  eafily  fail  into  what  they  fhould  previoufly  agree 
to  upon  ourdefire.  They  were  thefe,  as  we  gave  them 
in  French,  the  language  ufed  in  all  conferences,  and 
moft  papers,  that  pafTed  in  this  treaty. 
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J .  Que  pour  eviter  les  incon- 
veniens  qui  pourroient  arriver 
par  le  grand  nombre  de  trains 
dans  des  rues,  qui font ft  etroites, 
iff  entre  des  coins  ft  incommodes, 
les  ambajfadeurs  mediateurs  pro- 
pofent,  de  ne  faire  les  vifttes, 
7nefme  celles  de  ceremonie,  qu'a- 
vec  chacun  ambafadeur  deux 
pages  iff  quatre  laquais,  &  un 
carofje,  a  deux  chevaux  5  &  de 
rf  altera  aucune place  de  confe- 
rence, cu  autres  lieux  publics 
avec  plus  d'un  page  iff  deux  la- 
quais  a  chaque  ambajfadeur. 


2.  Quen  cas  de  rencontre  de 
caroffes  dans  les  lieux  trop  ejlroits 
pour  le  pajfage  de  Vun  iff  de 
Vautre,  chacun,  au-lieux  de 
s'embarr 'offer  pour  lepas,  y  ap- 
portera  toute  forte  de  facilite, 
iff  sarrejlera  le  premier  quand 
il  fera  le  premier  averti  que  le 
paffage  eft  trop  eflroit,  &  fera 
place  en  cas  que  de  fon  ccfle  cela 
fe  trouve  le  plus  facile. 

3.  Qzie  les  laquais  ne  porte- 
ront  efpee,  baton,  ni  baguette, 
par  les  rues  ;  ni  les  pages  plus 
que  de  baguette  feulement, 

4.  Que  les  ambafjadcurs  fur 
aucun  crime  commis  par  aucun 
de  leurs  domefliques  contre  la 
paix  publique,  renonceront  a  la 
protection  des  dits  domefliques, 
iff  les  remettront  aufjitoft  entre 
les  mains  de  la  fuftice  de  la  vil- 
ie,  la  prians  &  autorifans  de  pro- 
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1.  That  for  avoiding  the 
inconveniencies  which  may 
happen  by  the  great  number 
of  trains  in  the  ftreets,  which 
are  fo  narrow,  and  turnings  fa 
incommodious,  the  ambafla- 
dors  mediators  propofe*  not 
to  make  any  vifits,  even  thofe 
of  ceremony,  with  more  than 
two  pages  and  four  lackeys 
each  ambaflador ;  and  one 
coach  with  two  horfes ;  and 
not  to  go  to  any  place  of  con- 
ference, or  other  public  pla- 
ces, with  more  than  one  page 
and  two  lackeys  to  every  am- 
baflador. 

2 .  Th  at  when  coaches  meet 
in  too  narrow  places,  where 
there  is  not  room  to  pais  by 
one  another,  every  one,  in- 
ftead  of  contending  for  pre- 
cedency, mall  mind  rather  to 
make  the  paflage  eafy  to  each 
other,  and  ftop  firir.  if  he  have 
the  firft  notice  that  the  paflage 
is  too  ftrait,  and  give  place  to 
the  other,  in  cafe  it  be  more 
eafy  on  his  fide. 

3.  That  lackeys  {hall  not 
wear  a  fword,  nor  carry  a 
ftafr  or  flick  in  the  ftreets ; 
nor  pages  any  more  than  a 
little  flick. 

4.  Th2t  the  ambafiadors, 
upon  any  crime  committed 
againft  the  public  peace,  by 
any  of  their  domeftics,  fhall 
renounce  all  protection  of  the 
faid  domeftics,  and  deliver 
them  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiflrates  of  the  city  ;  de-- 
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£eder  contre  eux  felon  les  regies  firing  and  authorising  them  to 

jrdinaires.  proceed  againft  them  accord- 
ing to  their  ordinary  rules. 
5.  Qtfen  cas  de  qilelque  infill-  5.    That  in  cafe  any  infult 

te  ou  querelle  faite  par  aucun  or  quarrel  be  made  by  the  do- 

de  leurs  domejliques  contre  ceux  meftics   of  one    ambaflador, 

dtaucun    autre  ambajjadeur  ou  againft  thofe  of  another  am- 

minijlre  public^    les   ambaffa-  bafTador  or  public  minifter, 

deurs  remettront  tels  domejliques  the  ambafladors  fhall  deliver 

entre  les  mains  du  ma'ijlre  de  la  upfuch  of  their  domeftics  in- 

partie  offenfce  pour  ejlre  punis  to  the  hands  of  the  matter  of 

#7  fa  difcretion,  the  party  offended,  to  be  pu* 

nifhed  at  his  difcretion. 

The  French  ambafladors  received  this  paper  with 
much  approbation  and  compliment  to  us  upon  the 
defign  and  conception  of  it,  and  faid  they  were  ready 
to  give  their  full  confent  to  every  part  of  it,  excepting 
only  the  fecond  article  -,  but  upon  this  they  could  not, 
without  firft  acquainting  their  mailer,  from  whom  they 
had  orders  to  maintain,  upon  all  occafions,  the  rank 
that  Spain  had  yielded  to  them  by  treaty  ;  fo  that  they 
could  not  ftop  or  make  way  for  the  minifters  of  that 
crown,  though  they  would  do  it  for  thofe  of  Branden- 
burg. We  told  them,  we  doubted  not  but  the  En> 
peror's  ambafladors  would  be  content  to  fall  into  the 
general  rule  for  fo  good  an  end;  and  that  for  ourfelves 
the  mediators  (who  were  out  of  all  competition  by  that 
quality)  yet  we  refolved  to  pradtife  it  with  the  reft,  and 
give  the  example. 

The  French  ambafladors  feemed  fatisfied,  in  their 
own  opinions  -,  but,  however,  defired  they  might  firft 
communicate  it  to  their  court.  The  Dutch  ambafla- 
dors wholly  approved  of  it,  and  refolved  to  conform 
their  practices  accordingly,  unlefs  they  found  other 
ambafladors  fhould  decline  it.  However,  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  French  ambafladors,  upon  dif- 
patches  from  their  court,  began  to  change  their  lan- 
guage j 
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guage ;  and  told  us,  That  for  the  firft  article  mon- 
fieur  de  Pompone  thought  it  not  necefTary  to  reftrain 
the  numbers  of  ambafTadors  trains,  ftnce  they  were  well 
provided  againft  diforders  by  the  following  articles  : 
that,  befides,  this  would  in  a  manner  level  the  am- 
bafTadors of  the  greatefl  kings  with  the  minifters  of 
fmaller  princes,  at  leaft  in  the  eyes  of  the  menu  peuple 
[the  vulgar]  who  meafure  the  dignity  of  perlbns  by  the 
train  that  attend  them.  For  the  fecond  article,  they 
confent  to  it,  with  an  apoftyle  of  their  own  upon  it, 
providing,  that  it  mould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of 
any  princes,  nor  ever  be  drawn  into  confequence  in 
any  other  place  or  time.  We  found  by  thefe  anfwers, 
that  the  French  ambafTadors  had  lefs  vanity  than  their 
court,  and  wondered  to  find  it  fo  avowed,  and  to  de- 
fcend  to  circumftances  fo  low  and  fo  minute  :  for 
though  vanity  be  a  weaknefs,  or  a  fault,  that  the  few- 
eft  men  are  without  •,  yet  it  is  that,  of  all  others,  that 
the  feweft  will  own  ;  and  few  private  men,  though 
perhaps  affected  with  the  gazes  and  opinion  of  the  rab- 
ble that  fill  the  ftreets  as  they  pafs,  will  yet  pretend 
or  confefs  to  confider  them.  However,  we  thought 
bell  to  let  it  pafs,  and  the  rather  becaufe  we  knew  it 
was  no  more  the  fenfe  of  the  French  ambafTadors  than 
ours  •,  for  which  they  had  one  more  particular  reafon, 
which  was  the  noife  that  ran  of  the  magnificent  prepa- 
rations and  equipage  defigned  by  the  marquis  de  Bal- 
baces  and  count  Antoine  towards  their  appearance  in 
this  congrefs ;  the  firft  whereof  was  one  of  the  richeft 
fubjedh  of  Spain,  heir  and  defcendant  of  the  famous 
Spinola  •,  and  the  other  had  great  revenues  from  the 
duke  of  Oldenburg  (being  his  natural  fon)  and  was 
chofen  by  Denmark  on  purpofe  to  appear  with  luftre 
in  this  embafiy  :  and  the  French  ambafTadors  appre- 
hended either  being  outihined  by  thefe  at  their  arrival, 
or  being  engaged  in  greater  expences  upon  the  vye 
than  they  expected  from  their  court  \  which  ufually 
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leaves  thofe  kinds  offervices  to  future  rewards  by  fuc- 
ceeding  employments  and  advances,  rather  than  pre- 
fent  fupplies.  When  we  received  this  anfwer  from 
them,  we  only  faid  monfieur  Pompone's  reafoning 
from  xhzmenwpeuple  [the  vulgar]  feemed  a  little  below 
the  greatnefs  of  his  mafter,  or  the  ftyle  of  a  great 
minifter  ;  but  that  we  fhould  acquaint  the  Dutch  am- 
baffadors  with  it,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  retract 
the  confent  they  had  already  given,  fince  they,  the 
French,  feemed  to  have  done  fo  ;  but  that,  for  our- 
felves,  we  would  obferve  at  leaft  the  rules  we  had  pro* 
pofed-to  others,  and  let  them  follow  either  the  rules 
or  examples  as  they  pleafed.  The.French  would  by 
no  means  allow  to  have  refufed  them,  and  faid,  they 
had  only  told  us  monfieur  Pompone's  reflections  upon 
them  *,  but  that  they  could  not  abfolutely  confent  till 
they  had  concerted  with  their  allies,  the  Swedifh  am- 
baffadors, whofe  arrival  they  daily  expected.  However, 
though  they  were  by  thefe  wholly  approved,  yet  the 
French  ambaffadors,  during  the  affembly,  made  all 
their  firft  vifits  with  the  three  feveral  ambaffadors 
coaches  and  fix  horfes,  and  the  whole  number  of  their 
train  -,  which  fometimes  reached  further  than  the  fpace 
between  their  houfes  and  of  the  miniflers  where  the 
vifit  was  paid.  But  we  continued  to  make  ours  only 
with  two  horfes,  and  the  number  of  fervants  we  had 
propofed  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  rules  were  obferved  by 
all  with  fo  good  effect,  that,  for  one  whole  year  I  re- 
fided  there  together,  there  never  happened  any  difor- 
der  or  complaint  from  fo  numerous  trains. 

For  the  neutral  country,  we  at  firft  propofed  by  con- 
cert with  the  French  ambaffadors,  to  extend  it  about 
three  leagues,  fo  as  to  take  in  the  town  of  Cleves  which 
has  been  always  celebrated  for  one  of  the  pleafanteft 
feats  of  Germany  •,  but,  upon  tranfmitting  this  propofal 
to  the  French  court,  a  refolution  came  back  to  their 
ambaffadors,  to  admit  only  two  leagues  from  Nime- 
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guen*  and  that  to  continue  fubject  to  contribution,  arid 
to  execution  upon  failure  of  that  being  paid,  as  was 
ufual  to  the  garrifonof  Maeftricht.  This  we  thought 
unpracticable  with  the  fafety  of  the  ambafTadors  or 
their  retinues,  that  fhould  make  ufe  of  a  neutrality 
fubjecl:  to  inroads  of  armed  troops,  upon  pretence  of 
contribution,  and  admitted  of  many  difputes.  The 
French  ambafTadors  had  orders  from  their  court  to  go 
out  of  town,  upon  any  occafion  of  airing  and  entertain- 
ment :  the  Dutch  delired  us  to  let  the  French  know, 
the  States  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  their  doing  it 
fafeiy,  till  a  neutral  country  were  eftablifhed,  without 
being  liable  to  contribution.  After  fome  time,  rather 
than  continue  prisoners  to  the  town,  or  venture  the  in- 
convenience and  danger  of  parties  ranging  within  the 
bounds  of  a  neutral  country,  a  compals  was  agreed, 
about  twoEnglifh  miles  from  the  town;  and  marked 
out  with  feveral  great  pods  erected  to  that  purpofe, 
within  which  all  perfons  fhould  have  liberty,  and  no 
ibldier  mould  be  furTered  to  come  in  upon  any  pre* 
text  whatfoever. 

Several  preten (ions  were  raifed  at  the  opening  of  this 
congrefs  (which  was  reckoned  from  the  time  of  two 
mediators  arrival  upon  the  place)  about  the  right  of 
feveral  princes  to  fend  ambafTadors,  and  many  dif- 
putes  arofe  upon  them.  It  had  been  agreed  at  the 
treaty  of  Munfter,  that  every  elector  fhould  be  allow- 
ed to  fend  a  m milter  thither,  with  the  character  of 
ambafTador  ;  but,  if  they  fent  more  than  one  in  com- 
miflion,  that  the  firft  only  fhould  be  treated  with  Ex- 
cellence, and  other  ceremonies  of  ambafladors.  This 
rule  we  agreed  to  follow  at  Nimeguen  :  and  thQ  elector 
of  Brandenburg  fent  two  ambafTadors  thither  ;  but  we 
treated  the  firft  only  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and 
left  the  other  to  his  pretences  and  complaints.  The 
French  followed  our  example  ;  and  the  other  ambaf- 
ladors did  fome  one.  fome  the  other,  according  as  their 

Vol,  II.  A  a  interests 


3:^4  Memoirs  from  i6j  2  to  i6yg. 

mtereits  engaged  them  to  comply  with  that  elector  iff 
this  pretence. 

Upon  admiflion  of  the  electors  to  fend  ambaiTadors- 
to  the  congrefs,  the  fame  pretence  was  foon  after  raif- 
ed  by  the  dukes  of  Lorrain,  Neuburg,.  and  Lunen- 
burg :  much  altercation  was  ufed  upon  this  fubjectr 
but  the  precedents  alledged  not  being  found  without 
difputer  the  thing  lay  quiet,  and  their  envoys  arrived 
after  fome  time  at  Nimeguen. 

We  agreed,  neither  to  give  the  frrft  vifit,  ncr  the 
hand  in  our  houfes,  to  any  character  under  that  of 
ambafTador  ;  nor  to  other  perfons  of  quality,  that 
were  not  either  counts  of  the  empire,  or  general  offi- 
cers of  armies. 

There  was  no  difpute  about  the  rank  with  the  me- 
diators, the  French  having  firft  yielded  it  by  order  of 
their  court,  till  the  Imperialifbs  came,  who  neither 
yielded  nor  refufed  it,  but  feemed  defirous  to  have 
that  mark  of  diftinction  allowed  between  the  Em- 
peror's ambaffadors  and  thofe  of  all  other  crowned 
heads.  We  held  on:  our  pretence  of  it  from  thefe.  as 
well  as  the  reft ;  but  kept  it  from  coming  to  any  deci- 
fion  till  the  very  fignin-g  of  the  treaty  •,  finding  the 
Emperor  not  inclined  to  yield  it,  and  knowing,  that,  if 
it  were  refufed  there,  the  ad  million  granted  by  the  reft 
might  come  to  be  retracted  upon  that  example. 

The  other  ambaffadors  were  left  to  their  ufual  pre- 
tences \  the  French,  that  all  mould  yield  to  them  -,  anci 
the  reft,,  of  none  yielding  to  one  another  y  in  which 
the  Swedes  carried  the  point,  even  with'  their  allies 
the  French,  as  nicely  and  pofitively  as  any  others. 

The  Swedes  arrived  about  the  middle  of  Auguflv 
lent  firft  to  11s,  and  then  to  the  French-,  to  notify  their 
arrival.  This  happened  late  in  the  evening  ;  fo  we 
deferred  our  compliments  and  defires  of  an  hour  till- 
next  morning.  The-French  made  theirs  the  fame  night 
10  monfieur  Oxenftiern,  the  firft  iniCommifTion,  who 
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gave  them  an  hour  the  next  morning-,  and  to  our  fe- 
cretaries,  who  came  to  them  about  that  time,  they 
gave  an  hour  in  the  afternoon.  The  vifits  were  made 
accordingly  •,  but,  upon  our  infilling  that  the  firft  vi- 
fit  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  mediators,  from  whom- 
foever  the  firft  fhouid  be  received  •,  the  Swedifh  am- 
bafudors,  after  fome  time  to  confider  it,  determined 
the  point,  and  made  us  the  firft  vifit,  though  the 
French  had  firft  made  it  to  them.  And  this  was  ob- 
ferved  by  the  ambaffadors  that  afterwards  arrived,  du<* 
ring  my  refidence  there. 

I  remember  no  other  points  of  the  ceremonial,  that 
feemed  to  have  been  euablifned  by  the  courfe  of  this 
affembly,  unlefs  it  was  one  particular  to  ourfelves,  who 
declared  that  we  would  dine  with  no  ambalTador  til! 
the  peace  was  concluded,  being  defirous  to  avoid  the 
troubles  and  engagements  of  perpetual  invitations,  as 
well  as  the  unkindnefs  of  excufes  at  one  time,  or  to 
fome  perfon  more  than  another  ;  but  our  own  tables 
were  open,  each  of  us  three  days  in  the  week,  two 
poft-days  being  referved  to  ourfelves  for  bufinefs,  and 
one  fcT  diverfion  or  exercife  abroad  •,  and  feveral  of  the 
ambaftadors,  efpecially  the  French,  came  to  our  tables, 
notwithstanding  this  refolution,  v/hich  they  feemed  to 
take  a  little  to  heart.  But,  to  make  amends,  we  di- 
vided the  nights  by  turns,  Where  there  were  any 
ladies  in  the  ambaffadors  houfes,  and  where  ths 
evenings  were  fpent  in  dancing  or  play,  orcarelefs  and 
eafy  (uppers  or  collations  ;  in  thefe  entertainments,  as 
I  feldom  failed  of  making  a  part,  and  my  collegue.ne^ 
ver  had  any,  fo  it  gave  occafion  for  a  good  faying  that 
palled  upon  it,  <j$ue  la  mediation  eftcit  tousjours  en  pied 
pour  fair -e  fa  function ,  [That  the  mediation  was  always 
in  a  pofture  to  go  on  with  its  bufinefs  -,]  for  I  ufed  to 
go  to  bed,  and  rife  late  ;  while  my  collegue  was  a- bed 
by  eight,  and  up  by  four  :  and  to  fay  truth,  two  more 
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different  men  were  never  joined  in  one  commifffofiV 
nor  agreed  better  in  it, 

For  bufinefs,  there  was  very  little  for  many  months 
after  the  congrefs  began,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Impe- 
rial minifters  •,  only  the  French  ambaffadors,  ibon  af- 
ter my  coming,  demanding  an  audience,  came  to  make 
us  the  offer  or  exhibiting  their pkin-pouvoirs  [full  pow- 
ers] ilfto  our  hands,  not  doubting,  as  they  faid,  of  the 
Dutch  being  ready  to  do  the  fame.  But,  upon  our  ac- 
quainting the  Dutch  ambaffadors  with  this  overture,- 
they  told  us,  that  it  was  in  the  choice  of  the  French  am- 
baffadors to  do  it  when  they  pleafed  ;  but  they  did  not 
conceive  the    haftening  of  it  would  gain  any  time,- 
fmce  they  had  no  orders  to  make  that  pace  without  a 
previous  concert  with  their  allies  *  and  confequently, 
though  the  French  fhould  do  it,  yet  they  would,  at 
prefent,  neither  exhibit  their  own,  nor  make  atiy  re- 
flections (as    might  be.  neceffary)  upon  thofe  of  the 
French.     From  this  anfwer,  the  French  took  occafiorc 
to  prefs  the  Dutch  extremely  upon-  making  inflances 
to  all  their  allies  to  haften  to  the  treaty,  or  elfe  to  de- 
clare that  they  would  enter  into  affairs  without  them  5) 
and  not  without  fome  intimation  of  their  mailer's  being 
refolved  to  recall  them,  in  cafe  this  was   refufed,  or 
much  longer  delayed.    The  Dutch-  excufed  the  retard- 
ments given  to  the  treaty  fo  long,  by  the  many  diffi- 
culties raifed  by  the  French  court  upon  occafion  of  the 
paffports,  which  were  not  yet  difpatched  to  fome  of 
their  new  allies  -,  but,  however,  promifed  to  acquaint 
the  States  with  theie  inflances^  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
pole  them  to  fix  fome  time,  by  which  they  would  or- 
der their  ambarBdors  to  enter  into  matter,  unlefs  the 
minifters  of  the  allies  were  arrived  at  Nimeguen. 

In  thefe,  and  feveral  other  points,  interceding  be- 
tween the  French  and  Dutch  ambaffadors,  we  carried 
the  propofals  and  aniwers  from  one  to  the  other,  as 
their'  hcufes  by  word  of  mouth  -5  which  continued  tm 
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the  afTembly  was  completed,  and  a  place  of  confe- 
rence, with  much  difficulty,  agreed  at  the  ftadthoufc 
of  Nimeguen  •,  where,  after  many  difficulties  between 
the  two  confederacies,  and  many  more  between  the 
parties  that  compofed  each  of  them,  two  chambers 
were  at  length  agreed  for  the  parties,    and  one  for  the 
mediators,  by  which  our  pains  were  leffened,  but  with- 
out other  advantage  •,  nor  was  there  any  point  that 
gave  us  more  trouble  than  the  adjftfting  this  among 
the  parties  :  for  the  French  were,  from  the  very  firft, 
moft  declaredly  averfe  from  treating,  either  by  writings, 
or  from  agreeing  to  a  place  of  publick  conference  ; 
conceiving  this  would  tend  to  keep  the  body  of  the 
confederacy  united  in  the  treaty,  as  well  as  the  war  •, 
whereas  their  defign  was  to  break  that  union  here, 
which  they  could  not  in  the  field,  and  find  fome  way 
or  other  of  entering  into  feparate  meafures  for  a  peace 
with  fome  of  the  parties  engaged.     In  the  mean  time 
the  allies  found,  or  took,  as  many  occafions  as  they 
could,  of  delaying  the  difpatch  of  their  minifters  to 
the  congrefs,  while  they  had  hopes  of  hindering  the 
Dutch  frqm  proceeding  without  them  •,  and  that  they 
believed  might  be  done  till  this  campaign  mould  end  -, 
from  the  events  whereof  the  feveral  princes  might  the 
better  take  their  meafures  for  the  conditions  of  a  peace 
that  fhould  be  propofed  or  infilled  on  in  this  treaty. 
And  this  difpofition  of  theirs  wasfo  well  purfued,  that 
no  other  ambalTadors   arrived  at  Nimeguen  till  No- 
vember ;  though  we  and  the  French,  and  the  Dutch, 
had  been  fo  long  upon  the  place,  and  the  Swedes  foon 
after  us. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fucceffes  of  the  campaign,  that 
were  expected  abfolutely  to  govern  the  motions  of  the 
treaty,  were  various  as  to  the  grofs  of  the  war,  but 
ran  as  his;h  to  the  advantage  0f  the  French,  as  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Swedifh  affairs.  By  force  of  great 
treafures,  and  great  order  in  difpoiing  them,  the' 
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French  magazines  were  always  filled  in  the  winter,  fo 
as  lo  enable  them  to  take  the  field  as  they  pleafed  in 
the  fpring,  without  fearing  the  weather  for  their  foot, 
or  expecting  grafs  for  their  horfe.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  Spaniards  want  of  money  and  order,  left  their 
troops  in  Flanders,  neither  capable  to  act  by  them- 
feives,  upon  any  fudden  attempt,  nor  to  fupply  with 
provisions  in  their  march  either  Dutch  or  Germans  that 
ihould  come  to  their  relief.  Their- towns  were  ill  for- 
tified, and  worfe  defended  \  fo  that  the  king  of  France, 
marching  in  the  head  of  a  brave  and  numerous  army, 
took  Conde  in  four  days,  in  the  month  of  April,  this 
year  1676,  before  any  of  the  confederates  were  in  the 
Held  ;  and  in  May  Tent  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  befiege 
Bouchain,  with  fome  part  of  his  troops,  being  a  fmall, 
though  if  rong  place,  and  very  confiderable  for  its  fi- 
liation to  the  defence  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands.  The 
king,  with  the  ftrength  of  his  army,  polled  himfelf 
fo  advantageoufly,  as  to  hinder  the  prince  of  Orange 
from  beinn;  able  to  relieve  it,  or  to  fio;ht  without  dif- 
advantage. 

The  prince  ftruggled  through  all  the  difficulties 
from  the  feafon,  or  want  of  provifions  and  magazines 
in  Flanders,  and  marched  with  his  army  in  fight  of  the 
French  king  by  the  middle  of  May.  The  armies  con- 
tinued fome  days  facing  one  another,  and  feveral  times 
drawing  out  in  order  to  a  battle,  which  neither  of  them 
thought  fit  to  begin  \  whether  not  willing  to  hazard, 
without  neceilitv  or  advantage,  fo  decifive  an  action 
as  this  was  like  to  prove  •,  or  whether  the  French  con- 
tented thernfelves  to  carry  their  point  by  hindering 
the  relief  of  Bouchain,  which  mull:  fall  without  it, 
while  the  prince  of  Orange  was  withheld  by  the  Spa- 
piards  from  purfuing  his,  which  was  to  give  a  battle 
that  the  Spaniards  knew  could  not  be  loft  without  the 
lofs  of  Flanders.  The  armies  continued  facing  *one 
another  till  Bouchain  was  furrendered  the  eighth  day  of 
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the  fiege.  The  prince  returned  to  refresh  his  army, 
harrafTed  with  fo  hafty  a  march  upon  fo  fudden  pre- 
parations ;  and  the  king  of  France  returned  home, 
leaving  his  army  under  the:  marfhal  de  Schomberg,  to 
attend  the  motions  of  the  enemies.  The  prince  fell 
into  concert  with  the  Spaniards  and  German  princes 
near  the  lower  Rhine  for  the  fiege  of  Maeitricht ; 
which,  though  the  flrongeftof  the  Dutch  frontiers  when 
it,  was  taken,  had  been  yet  fortified  by  the  French 
fince  they  pofleffcd  it,  with  all  the  advantages  of  art 
and  expence,  and  with  a  garriibn  of  eight  thoufand 
chofen  men,  under  Calvo,  a  refolute  Catalonian,  who 
commanded  there  under  the  marfhal  D'Elrrades  go- 
vernor of  the  place,  but  then  at  Nimeguen. 

About  the  end  of  July  the  trenches  were  opened  by 
the  prince,  and  the  fiege  carried  on  with  fuch  bravery, 
fo  many  and  defperate  affaults,  for  about  three  weeks ; 
that  as  wagers  were  continually  offered,  v/ith  odds,  at 
Nimeguen,  that  it  would  be  taken  within  fuch  or  fuch 
a  time,  fo  we  did  not  obferve  the  marfhal  D'Eflrades 
was  willing  to  take  them,  or  feeia^ed  at  all  confident  it 
would  be  fo  well  defended.  The  prince,  and  the  Rhin- 
grave  (who  was  defigned  for  governor  of  the  town,  as 
his  father  had  been)  were  ever  in  the  head  of  the  attacks ; 
and  made  great  ufe,  as  well  as  proof,  of  the  defperate 
courage  of  theEn,q;lifh  troops,  upon  all  thofeoccauons: 
Many  of  the  outworks  were  taken,  with  great  (laugh- 
ter on  both  fides;  but  were  fupplied  by  new  retrench- 
ments, and  by  all  the  art  and  induftry  of  a  refolute 
captain,  and  brave  foldiers  within.  About  the  mid  - 
3te  ofAuguft,  the  prince,  expoiing  himielf  upon  all 
occaflons,  received  a mufket  fnotin  his  arm;  at  which 
perceiving  thefe  about  him  were  daunted,  he  immedi- 
ately pulled  off  his  hat  with  the  arm  that  was  hurt, 
and  waved  it  about  his  head,  to  mew  the  wound  was 
but  in  the  flefh,  and  the  bone  fafe  ;  at  which  they  all 
revived,  and  the  prince  went  on  without  interrupt  ion 
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in  all  the  paces  of  the  liege.  But  a  cruel  ficknefs  fall- 
ing into  his  army,  weakened  it  more  than  all  the  af- 
faults  they  had  given  the  town.  The  Germans  came 
not  up  with  the  lupplies  they  had  promifed,  and  upon 
whic(i  affurance  the  fiege  was  undertaken  j  and  the 
Rhingrave,  who,  next  the  prince,  was  the  fpring  of 
this  action,  happening  to  be  wounded  foon  after,  was 
forced  to  leave  the  camp  for  a  caftle  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, where  he  died:  by  all  which  the  army  grew  dif- 
heartened,  and  the  fiege  faint.  In  the  mean  time, 
monfieur  de  Schomberg,  who  trufted  to  a  vigorous  de- 
fence at  Maeflricht,  had  befieged  and  taken  Aire;  and, 
after  the  prince's  army  was  weakened  by  the  accidents 
of  the  fiege,  marched  with  all  the  French  forces  thro* 
the  heart  of  the  Spanifh  Low-  Countries,  to  the  relief 
of  Maeflricht  •,  upon  whofe  approach,  and  the  refolur 
tions  of  a  council  of  war  in  the  prince's  camp,  the  fiege 
was  raifed,  and  with  it  the  campaign  ended  in  the 
Dutch  or  Spanifh  provinces.  And  from  this  time  the 
prince  of  Orange  began  to  defpair  of  any  fuccefs  in 
the  war,  after  filch  trials  and  experience  of  fuch  weak- 
nefs  in  the  Spanifh  forces  and  conduct,  and  uncertain- 
ty in  the  German  counfels  or  refolu tions. 

However,  the  Imperial'  army  took  Philipfburg  in 
the  end  of  September  this  year  1676;  which  was  yield- 
ed for  want  of  provifions,  and  as  much  againft  com- 
mon opinion  and  expectation,  as  the  contrary  event  in 
the  fiege  of  Maeflricht. 

The  affairs  of  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  profpered 
all  this  while  againft  Sweden,  with  advantage  in:  moft 
of  the  fieges  and  encounters  that  palled  this  fummer, 
and  the  firft  part  of  the  winter  following,  fo  that  the 
Swedes  feemed  to  be  Jofing  apace  all  they  had  fo  long 
pofTefled  in  Germany  :  But  the  Imperial  forces,  though 
joined  by  thofe  of  the  feveral  princes  upon  the  upper 
Rhine,  had  made  no  progrefs  in  their  defigned'  con- 
quers there,  and  were  forced  to  fetek  their  old  quar- 
ters 
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ters  on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine  upon  the  approach 
of  the  French,  which  was  a  true  and  undifputed  de- 
ciflon  of  the  fmall  fuccefs  of  this  campaign. 

After  it  was  ended,  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war 
began  to  turn  their  thoughts,  or  at  lealt  their  eyes, 
more  towards  the  motions  of  the  treaty  than  they  had 
hitherto  done.  The  prince  of  Orange  writ  to  me,  de- 
fired  to  fee  me  for  a  day  or  two  atSoefdyck  near  Amerf- 
fort,  about  a  day's  journey  from  Nimeguen.  He  com- 
plained much,  and  with  too  much  reaion,  of  the  con- 
duct of  his  allies  •,  the  weaknefs,  or  rather  uielefihefs, 
of  the  Spanifh  troops  in  Flanders,  for  want  of  pay  or 
order ;  the  Imperial  armies  acting  without  defign  upon 
the  Rhine,  or  with  dependence  upon  orders  from  Vi- 
enna, where  the  emulation  of  the  minifters  made  fuch 
<d  infraction,  and -counter- paces  of  their  Generals,  that 
the  campaign  had  palled  with  fmall  effect,  after  the 
promifcs  of  vigoroufly  invading  either  Lorrain  or 
France  :  how  the  dukes  of  Lunenburg  had  failed  or 
fending  their  troops  to  Maeftricht  -,  which,  with  the 
ficknefs  of  the  camp,  had  rendered  that  (lege  ineffec- 
tual :  fo  that  he  began  to  defpair  of  any  good  ifilie  of 
the  war  5  and  would  be  glacj  to  hear  I  hoped  for  a  bet- 
ter of  the  peace,  upon  our  fcene  at  Nimeguen,  after 
the  paces  and  progrefs  whereof  he  made  particular  en- 
quiries. I  told  him  how  little  advances  had  been  hither- 
to made,  by  the  flownefs  of  his  allies  diipatching  their 
niinifters  thither  •,  how  little  fuccefs  could  be  expected 
from  the  pretenfions  of  the  parties  when  they  mould 
meet ;  efpecially  France  pretending  to  keep  all  they 
had  got  by  the  war,  and  Spain  to  recover  ail  they  had 
Joft  ♦,  how  his  majefty  feemed  of  the  mind  to  concern 
himfelf  no  further  than  the  paces  of  a  mediator,  our 
orders  being  only  to  convey  the  mind  or  propofajs  of 
the  parties  from  one  to  another,  and  even  to  avoid 
the  offers  of  any  references  upon  them  to  his  majcfty's 
(determinations  $  fo  that  my  opinion  was,  that  it  muft 
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be  the  war  alone  that  mult  make  the  peace,  and  that 
I  fuppofed  it  would  do  at  one  time  or  other,  by  the 
weaknefs  or  wearinefs  of  one  of  the  parties. 

The  prince  feemed  of  my  mind,  and  faid,  the 
events  of  the  war  would  depend  upon  the  conducl  at 
Madrid  and  Vienna  before  next  campaign  -,  for,  with- 
out fome  great  fucceiTes,  he  did  not  believe  the  States 
would  be  induced  to  continue  it  longer.  I  told  the 
prince  the  difcourfes  monfieur Colbert  had  entertained 
me  with  upon  my  arrival  at  N imeguen,  in  which  his 
highnefs  wras  chiefly  concerned-  Upon  which  he  re- 
plied coldly,  he  had  heard  enough  of  the  fame  kind  , 
another  way,  which  monfieur  D'Eftrades  had  found 
out  to  Penfioner  Fagel;  but  that  they  knew  him  little 
that  made  him  fuch  overtures-,  and,  for  his  own  in- 
terefts  or  advantages,  let  them  find  a  way  of  faving  his 
honour,  by  fatisfying  Spain,  and  nothing  of  his  con- 
cerns fhould  retard  the  peace  an  hour. 

After  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  the  French 
making  ail  the  advances  they  could  towards  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  treaty  ;  and  they  were  (no  doubt)  in 
earner!  :  being  in  a  poflure  to  infift  upon  their  pre- 
felt  pofTeiTionSg  and  having  made  a  great  hand  of  this 
lafr  campaign,  they  were  willing,  like  gamefters  that 
have  won  much,  to  give  over,  unlefs  obliged  to  play 
on  by  thofe  that  had  loft.  The  Swedes  were  more  in 
hade  and  in  earner!  for  the  peace  than  any,  hoping  no 
reiburce  for  their  lofTes  in  Germany  by  the  war.  The 
Dutch  were  grown  impatient  for  the  peace,  finding 
France  would  make  no  difficulty  of  any  thing  between 
them,  offering  privately  by  their  emiftaries,  efpecially 
at  Amfterdam,  fuch  a  reglement  of  commerce  as  they 
could  defire,  the  reftitution  of  Maefiricht,  and  of  all 
fatisfadticn  the  prince  of  Grange  could  pretend  upon 
his  lofTes,  or  their  feizures  in  the  war.  But  Denmark 
and  Brandenburg  were  as  violent  againfl  the  peace,  hav- 
ing fwallowed  up  in  their  hopes  all  that  Sweden  had 
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pofTefled  in  Germany:  and  though  the  Emperor  Teem- 
ed to  pretend  little  after  the  taking  of  Philipfbur^r,  be- 
sides the  reditu vion  of  Lorrain,  and  the  towns  of  Ai- 
face,  to  the  pofture  they  were  left  in  by  the  Munfter 
treaty  \  yet  they  were  fo  fail  linked,  both  with  their 
German  allies  and  with  Spain,  that  they  reiblved  to 
make  no  paces  in  the  treaty  but  by  common  concert ; 
and  Spain,  though  fen fible  of  the  condition  their  affairs 
in  Flanders  were  in,  as  well  as  in  Sicily,  yet  upon  a 
defign  then  hatching  at  Madrid,  for  removal  of  the 
queen  regent  and  her  miniftry,  to  introduce  Don  John 
to  head  the  affairs  of  their  government,  had  conceived 
great  hopes  to  recover  thole  defperate  infirmities  that 
their  inveterate  diforders  both  in  counfels  and  conduct, 
efpecially  in  finances,  had  for  fo  long  time  occafion- 
ed.  Befides,  they  had  confidences  ftill  given  them  from 
their  Minifters  inEngland,  that  his  majefty  would  not, 
after  all,  be  contented  to  fee  Flanders  loft,  or  would 
be  forced  into  the  war  by  the  humour  of  his  parlia- 
ment. For  thefe  reafons  the  allies  feemed  to  make  no 
hafte  at  ail  to  the  congrefs,  and  fome  of  them  hardly 
to  look  that  way  5  and  none  of  the  parties  were  yet 
arrived,  befides  the  French,  the  Swedes,  and  the 
Dutch  :  But,  about  the  end  of  September,  the  French 
ambafladors  gave  us  notice,  that  their  matter,  having 
made  fo  many  advances  towards  peace,  and  being  fo 
ill  feconded  by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederates, 
and  their  (lownefs  in  coming  to  the  treaty,  was  refolved 
to  recall  his  ambafladors,  unleis  thofe  of  the  chief 
confederates  mould  repair  to  Nimeguen  within  the 
fpace  of  one  month. 

This  we  communicated  to  the  Dutch  ambafladors 
and  they  to  the  States ;  who,  after  fome  conferences 
with  the  minifters  of  their  allies,  came  to  a  refolution, 
that  they  would  enter  upon  the  treaty  themfelves,  if 
the  minifters  of  their  confederates  mould  not  repair 
to  INFimcguen  by  the  firft  of  November  -,  which  was 
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afterwards,  upon  fome  difpu  tes,  declared  to  be  meant 
old  ftyle,  being  that  of  the  place  where  the  congrefs, 
was  held. 

The  noife  of  this  refolution  of  the  States  was  more, 
among  their  allies,  than  the  danger  ->  fince  there  were 
ways  enough  to  raife  difficulties,  and  fpin  out  time,  af? 
ter  the  ambaiTadors  mould  arrive,  as  well  as  before ; 
but  yet  it  had  fo  much  effect,  that  the  feveral  confede- 
rates did  upon  it  begin  to  haftcn  away  one  or  other  of 
their  intended  ambaiTadors  towards  Nimeguen  (as 
count  Kinfkifrom  Vienna,  Don  Pedro  Ronquilio  from 
England,  where  he  then  refided  as  Spanifh  envoy)  but 
not  the  perfons  principally  intruded,  or  at  the  head  of 
their  embafjies  ;  nor  with  powers  to  proceed  further 
than  preliminaries;  and  from  Denmark  monfieurHeug, 
without  any  news  of  count  A ntpine's  preparation,  who 
was  appointed  chief  of  that  embafly  ;  any  more  than 
of  the  bifliop  of  Gurck,  or  marquis  de  Balbaces,  the 
chiefeft  of  thofe  defigned  from  the  Emperor  and  Spain, 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  began  to  lay  loadupon 
their  allies,  for  their  backwardnefs,  fo  declared,  in 
making  any  paces  towards  the  treaty  ;  to  cavil  upon 
the  obligations  they  were  under  of  fo  rrjany  great,  fub- 
fidies  to  fo  many  princes  their  allies,  for  carrying  on 
a  war  which  the  allies  puriued  for  their  own  ieparate 
interefh  or  ambition,  though  entered  into  perhaps  at 
firft  for  defence  of  Holland,  with  whofe  fafety  theirs 
were  complicated.  Hereupon  their  minifters,  both 
at  the  Hague  and  Nimeguen,  took  the  liberty  to  fay 
publickly,  and  upon  feveral  qccafions,  and  in  feveral 
companies,  that  their  mafters  would  pay  no  fubfidies 
to  their  allies  the  next  campaign,  unleis,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  would,  by  their  fair  and  fincere  proceedings, 
in  the  treaty^  put  the  French  in  the  wrong,  as  their, 
exprefilon  was. 

The  Swedes  had,  as  well  as  the  French,  offered  to. 
deliver  us  their  powers ;  but  this  was  deferred  by  the 
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Dutch  to  the  arrival  of  their  allies,  till  after  the  firft 
of  November  was  elapfed.  The  French  began  to  prefs 
them  upon  it,  in  confequence  of  the  States  refolution; 
and,  after  fome  little  demurs,  the  Dutch  ambafTadors 
agreed  to  deliver  theirs.  So  by  concert,  not  without 
difficulty,  We  agreed,  that  ofi  the  21ft  of  November 
the  feveral  powers  mould  be  brought  to  us  the  medi- 
ators, by  the  feveral  ambafTadors,  at  fuch  hours  as  they 
fhould  feverally  take  from  us  •,  mould  be  deposited 
in  our  hands  •,  and  that  we  mould  afterwards  com- 
municate the  originals  mutually  to  the  feveral  ambaf- 
fadors  at  their  houfes,  and  leave  copies  with  them,  at- 
tefred  by  us  the  mediators, 

This  was  done  accordingly ;  and,  the  morning  af- 
ter, the  Dutch  ambafTadors  brought  us  an  account  of 
feveral  exceptions  they  were  forced  to  make  againft 
feveral  exprcfiions  in  the  French  and  Swedifh  prefaces 
to  their  powers  j  which  they  faid  were  fitter  for  mani- 
feftoes  than  for  powers  of  a  treaty,  efpecially  thofe  of 
juftifying  the  war  and  maintaining  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia.  But  the  greatcft  ftrefs  they  laid  was  Upon  i. 
claufe  in  the  French  pc'vvefs,  mentioning  the  Pope's 
mediation ;  which  they  faid  their  matters  could  never 
confent  to  how,  no  more  than  they  had  at  Munfter. 
To  fay  truth,  though  the  gaining  of  time  for  the  allies 
coming  might  have  fome  part  in  thefe  exceptions  of 
the  Dutch,  yet  they  were  framed  with  great  art ;  and 
fnewed  the  great  quick nefs  and  fharpneis  of  monfieur 
Van  Beverning's  apprehenfion,  as  well  as  his  fkill  and 
experience  in  thefe  kind  of  affairs  •,  being,  I  think, 
without  difpute,  the  mo  ft  praclifed  and  the  ableft  am- 
bafTador,  of  any  I  have  ever  met  in  the  courfe  of  my 
employments. 

The  Dutch  exceptions  were  returned,  by  others  from 
the  French  and  Swedes,  againft  their  powers;  but  with 
offer  frcm  both  of  entering  into  the  treaty,  while  thefe 
matters  mould  be  adjufting.     The  Dutch  accepted  ni 

provided' 


366  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

provided  the  French  would  oblige  themfelves  to  pro- 
cure new  powers,  free  from  the  exceptions  railed  againil 
them,  as  the  Dutch  offered  to  do.  After  much  debate, 
they  all  agreed  in  defiring  us  the  mediators,  to  draw 
Hp  a  form  of  powers  to  be  ufed  by  all  the  parties  :  we 
did  it,  and  it  was  approved  by  them  all  i,  with  fome  re- 
ferve  only  from  the  French,  whether  it  would  be  fit  to 
mention  any  mediation,  fince  that  of  the  Pope's  was 
left  cut  s  and  fome  little  tentatives  upon  us,  whether 
we  would  be  content  to  leave  out  all  mention  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  mediation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  pope's?  This  we 
excufed  ourfelves  from  doing,  the  whole  frame  of  the 
congrefs  having  proceeded  from  his  majefty's  mediati- 
on, without  any  intervention  of  the  pope's ;  and  the 
king's  having  been  accepted  by  all  the  parties,  which 
the  pope's  had  not  been  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  ve- 
ry mention  of  it,  in  the  powers,  declared  againft  by  fe- 
veral  of  them.  And,  by  orders  we  received  from  court 
upon  occafion-  of  this  difpute,  we  declared  to  all  the 
parties,  that  though  his  majefty  pretended  not  to  exclude 
any  other  mediation  that  the  parties  mould  think  fit  to 
ufe,  yet  he  could  not  in  any  wife  ac~k  jointly  with  that 
of  the  pope  •,  nor  fuffer  his  minifters  to  enter  into  any 
commerce,  either  of  vifits  or  conferences,  with  any  of 
his  that  might  be  employed  at  Nimeguerf. 

In  November  arrived  monfieur  Heug,  one  of  the 
Daniih  ambafiadors  $  monfieur  Somnitz  and  Blafpyl,* 
the  two  Brandenburg  ambaffadors  •,  lord  Berkley  from 
Paris ;  and,  foon  after,  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo,  one  of 
the  Spanifh  ambaffadors  •,  but  the  l'aft  continued  in- 
cogniro  till  the  arrival  of  count  Kinfki,  who,  whether 
he  had  taken  the  gout,  or  the  gout  had  taken  him, 
continued  upon  that  pretence  at  Cologne  till  the  new 
year  was  begun. 

The  Spaniih  ambafTador  coming  upon  vifits  to  my 
wife,  and  meeting  me  there,  found  that  way  of  en- 
tering  into  the  jprcfent  bufinefs  of  the  ken?,   as  much 
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as  if  he  had  been  declared  upon  it.  Fie  agreed  with 
the  French  in  this  one  point,  of  dentin*?  either  the 
pope's  mediation  might  be  mentioned  in  their  powers, 
or  that  his  majeiiy,  in  confideration  of  the  peace, 
would  fuffer  the  mention  of  his  to  be  left  out :  but 
the  Dane,  on  the  other  fide,  agreed  with  the  Dutch, 
in  refufing  to  admit  any  power  with  mention  of  the 
pope's  mediation.  There  arofe  like  wife  another  diffi- 
culty, from  a  feeming  expedient  propofed  by  the  Dutch, 
of  having  from  each  party  feveral  powers  granted  for 
treating  with  the  feveral  parties  they  were  in  war 
with  •,  which  the  French  refufed,  or  to  grant  other 
powers  than  for  the  Dutch  and  their  allies :  and  in  thefe 
difputes  or  difficulties  the  year  1676  ended. 

I  enter  not  at  all  into  the  detail,  or  fo  much  as 
mention,  of  the  many  incidents  that  fell  into  the  courfe 
cf  this  treaty  upon  punctilio's  of  vifits  or  ceremonials ; 
becaufe  they  feem  to  me  but  fo  many  impertinencies 
that  are  grown  this  lail  age  into  ih<t  character  of  am- 
balTauors  •,  having  been  raifed  and  cultivated  by  men, 
who,  wanting  other  talents  to  value  themfelves  in 
thofe  employments,  endeavour  to  do  it  by  exactnefs 
or  niceties  in  the  forms ;  and  beiides,  they  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  difcourfes  concerning  this  treaty, 
and  at  one  time  or  other  may  be  exactly  known  by  the 
original  papers  of  our  embafly,  which  are  in  two  or 
three  feveral  hands  :  whereas  I  intend  chiefly  to  de- 
clare the  courfe  of  this  great  affair,  by  the  more  ma- 
terial circumftances,  and  from  the  true  fprings  of  thofe 
events  that  fucceeded,  rather  than  trouble  myfelf  with 
the  forms  that  ferved  to  amufe  fo  long  this  afTembly 
at  Nimeguen. 

1  mall  only  make  two  obfervations  upon  the  ceremo- 
nial •,  the  fi-rft  is  upon  the  Fmperor's  conduct  towards 
the  Brandenburg  ambaffadors ;  allowing  his  miniftcrs 
to  treat  them  both  like  amhafiado?s  of  crowned  heads, 
though  we  gave  k  only  to  the  firft  of  the  embaily  up- 
on 
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on  the  precedent  of  the  Munfter  treaty,  and  were  fol- 
lowed in  it  by  the  French  and  Swedes  in  the  whole  courle 
of  this  treaty  at  Nimeguen.  This  pace  of  the  Emper- 
or feemed  not  fo  much  grounded,  as  fome  thought, 
upon  his  compliance  with  fo  confiderable  an  ally,  as 
upon  a  defign  to  aflift  another  pretenfion  of  his  own,: 
which  is,  not  only  a  difference  of  place,  but  alio  of 
rank  from  all  other  crowned  heads  of  Chriftendom  : 
whereas  the  other  kings^  though  they  yield  him  the 
place,  yet  they  do  not  allow  him  a  difference  of  rank. 
But  if  the  Emperor  could  by  his  example  prevail  with 
other  kings  to  treat  the  electors  like  crowned  heads, 
It  would  fortify  the  pretentions  of  the  Emperor  to  a 
difference  of  rank;  fince  there  is  a  great  one,  and  out 
of  all  conteft,  between  him  and  the  electors. 

My  fecond  remark  is,  that,  among  all  the  puncti- 
lio's between  the  ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  none  feem- 
ed to  me  to  carry  them  to  fuch  heights,  as  the  Swedes 
and  the  Danes  ;  the  firfb  flanding  as  ftiff  upon  all 
points  of  not  feeming  to  yield  in  the  leaft  to  the  French 
ambaffadors,  though  their  allies,  and  from  a  crown 
not  only  of  fo  mighty  power,  but  from  whom  alone 
they  expected  the  reftoring  of  their  broken  ftate  in 
Germany:  and  theDanifh  ambaffador,  upon  the  French 
powers  being  exhibited  in  French,  faid  he  would  give 
his  in  Danifo,  unlefs  they  would  do  it  in  Latin,  as  a 
common  language  ;  alledging  he  knew  no  difference 
hetwten  crowned  heads  •  that  the  Dariim  kings  had 
been  as  great  as  the  French  are  now,  and  in  their  pre- 
fent  dominions  are  as  abfolute.  Upon  all  which  mon- 
fieur  Van  Beverning  could  not  forbear  to  reflect,  and 
fay  to  us,  that  in  his  remembrance  there  was  no  fort 
of  competition  made  by  thofe  two  northern  kings 
with  the  other  three  great  kings  of  Chriftendom  :  that 
the  treatment  of  the  States  to  them  was  very  different, 
and  their  miniilers  made  no  difficulty  of  ligning  any 
tnffrument  after  the  miniflers  of  the  three  great  crowns, 
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3Tis,  I  think,   out  of  queflion  that  the  pretenfion  of 
parity  among  the  crowned  heads  was  firfl  made  in  the 
north  by  Guflavus,  when  he  told  monfieur  Gramont 
the  French  ambafiador  in  Sweden  upon  this  occafion, 
that  for  his  part  he  knew  no  diftinction  among  crown- 
ed heads,  but  what  was  made  by  their  virtue  ;  and 
this  pretence  was  not  much  difputed  with  him,  in  re- 
fpect  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  qualities,  as  well  as  of  his 
attempts  and  fuccefles  ;  and  his  example  was  followed 
by  the  kings  of  Denmark,  and  has  fince  left  place  a 
thing  conceited  among  them  all.  'Tis  true,  the  French 
have  claimed  the   precedence  next  to  the  Emperor, 
with  more  noifeand  haughtinefs  than  the  reft,  but  have 
been  yielded  to  by  none  except  the  Spaniards,  upon  the 
fear  of  a  war  they  were  not  able  to  deal  with ;  nor 
have  they  fince  been  willing  to  own  the  weaknefs  of 
that  conceflion,  but  have  chofen  to  fall  into  what  mea- 
fures  they  could  of  encouraging  and  eftablifhing  the 
pretence  of  parity  among  crowned  heads.     The  mpft 
remarkable  inftance  of  this  happened  at  Nimeguen  ; 
where,  upon   a  public  meeting  of  the  allies,  the  dis- 
pute arifing  between  Spain  and  Denmark  for  the  place 
at  table,  Don  Pedro  confented  to  have  it  taken  by  turns, 
and  the  firft  to  be  divided  by  lot.     The  French  am- 
baffadors   made  their  pretence  of  preference  next  the 
mediators    at  Nimeguen,  in   the  firfl  return  of  their 
vifits  from  ambaffadors  arriving  •,  but  it  was  neither 
yielded  to  by  Swede  or  Dane,  nor  pradtifed  by  the  Em- 
peror's ambafTadors,  who  made  their  firft  vifit  to  the 
mediators,  and  the  next  without  diftinction  to  the  firft 
that  had  vifited  them.     The  Emperor  took  advantage 
of  the  French,  as  well  as  the  reft,  having  yielded  to 
the  mediators  -,  and  during  this  treaty  made  a  fcruple, 
though  not  a  refufal,  of  doing  it ;  by  which   he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  from  the  other  crowned  heads.  We 
were  content  to  keep  it,  as  much  as  we  could,  from 
decifion  with  them  •,  but  it  once  happened,  that,  np- 
Voi..  II.  B  b  on 


370  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

on  a  meeting  with  the  allies  at  the  Dane's  houfe,  count 
Kinfki  was  there  before  1  and  Sir  Lionel  came  into  the 
room,  where  chairs  were  fet  for  all  the  ambafiadors. 
After  the  common  falutations,  I  went  draight  up  to 
the  chair  that  was  firft  in  rank,  and  flood  before  it, 
to  fit  down  when  the  red  were  ready  •,  but  my  col- 
legue,  either  lofing  his  time  by  being  engaged  in  long- 
er civilities,  or  by  a  defire  not  to  be  engaged  in  con- 
teds,  gave  room  to  count  Kinfki  (a  very  brifk  man) 
to  come  and  dand  before  the  chair  that  was  next  me, 
and  confequently  between  me  and  my  collegue  :  when 
I  faw  this,  and  confidered,  that,  though  the  place 
Was  given  me  by  the  Imperialids,  yet  it  was  not  given 
to  the  king's  embavTy  •,  I  chofe  not  to  fit  down  ;  but, 
falling  into  the  conference  that  was  intended,  I  dood 
all  the  while  as  if  I  did  it  carelefly,  and  fo  left  the 
matter  undecided. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  about  the  latter  end  of  De- 
cember, writ  very  earnedly  to  me,  to  make  a  dep,  for 
fome  few  days,  to  the  Hague,  knowing  I  had  leave 
from  his  majedy  to  do  it  when  I  thought  fit.  And, 
finding  all  things  without  prefent  motion  atNimeguen, 
I  went  thither,  and  arrived  the  lad  day  of  the  year. 
Thefirdof  the  next,  being  1677,  I  attended  his  high- 
nefs  :  we  fell  into  large  difcourfes.  on  the  progrefs  of 
the  treaty,  the  cold  nets  of  the  parties,  the  affected  de- 
lays of  the  Imperialids  and  Spaniards,  the  declared 
averfion  of  the  Danes  and  Brandenburg  •,  and  concluded 
how  little  was  to  be  expected  from  the  formal  paces 
of  this  congrefs.  Upon  all  which  the  prince  afked, 
if  I  had  heard  any  more  of  his  majedy 's  mind  upon 
the  peace,  fince  I  had  been  lad  with  him  ?  I  told  him 
what  I  remembered  of  his  lad  letter  to  me  upon  that 
fubje6b,  which  was,  that  he  concluded  from  the  prince's 
difcourfes  to  me,  that  he  had  then  no  mind  to  a  peace ; 
that  he  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was 
his  intered  to  have  it :  that  he  had  tried  to  know  the 

mind 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679.  371 

mind  of  France  upon  it  -,  but  if  they  would  not  open 
themfelves  farther  on  one  fide,  nor  his  highnefs  on  the 
other,  than  they  had  yet  done,  he  would  content 
himfelf  with  performing  only  his  part  of  mediator, 
and  in  the  common  forms.  The  prince  faid,  this 
looked  very  cold,  fince  his  majefty  was  alone  able  to 
make  the  peace,  and  knew  weil  enough  what  it  would 
come  to  by  the  forms  of  the  congreis  :  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  defired  it,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  rea- 
fon  ;  both  becaufe  his  majefty  feemed  to  do  fo,  and 
to  think  it  his  own  intereft  as  well  as  the  prince's  ; 
and  becaufe  the  States  not  only  thought  it  their  inte- 
reft, but  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them  :  that  he  would 
not  fay  this  to  any  but  to  the  King  by  me ';  becaufe,  if 
France  fhould  know  it,  they  would,  he  doubted,-  be 
harder  upon  the  terms  :  that  both  Spain  and  the  Em- 
peror had  lefs  mind  to  it  now,  than  they  had  at  the  end 
of  the  laft  campaign  •,  the  new  minifters  being  lefs  in- 
clined to  it  than  the  old  had  been  ;  fo  that  there  was 
not  one  of  the  allies  that  had  any  mind  to  it,  befides 
the  States  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  fhould  be  always 
in  the  fame  mind  with  them,  and  therefore  very  much 
defired  it  ;  but  did  not  know  which  way  to  go  about 
it,  at  lead  fo  as  to  compafs  it  before  the  next  campaign. 
And,  if  that  once  began,  they  mould  be  all  at  lea 
again,  and  fhould  be  forced  to  go  juft  as  the  wind 
fhould  drive  them  :  that  if  his  majefty  had  a  mind  to 
make  it*  and  would  let  him  know  freely  the  conditi- 
ons upon  which  either  he  defired  or  believed  it  might 
be  made,  he  would  endeavour  to  concert  it  the  bell  he 
could  with  his  majefty,  and  that  with  all  the  freedom 
and  fincerity  in  the  world  •,  fo  it  might  be  done  with 
any  fafety  to  his  own  honour,  and  the  interefts  of  his 
country. 

All  this  he  defired  me  to  write  directly  to  his  ma- 
jefty from  him,  as  he  knew  I  had  not  only  leave,   but 
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command   to  do,  upon  any  occafion  that  I  thought 
deferved  it. 

Two  days  after,  I  faw  the  Penfioner  Fagel  upon 
fome  common  affairs  incident  to  my  embaffy  at  the 
Hague,  which  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  fecre- 
taryof  that  embaffy.  When  thefe  difcourfes  were  paft, 
he  afked  me  if  I  had  brought  them  peace  from  Nime- 
guen  ?  I  replied,  that  fince  he  was  fo  ignorant  of 
what  had  paffed  there,  I  would  tell  him,  That  they 
had  carried  their  matters  there  en  habiles  gens  [like 
able  men]  :  that,  to  bring  their  allies  to  the  congrefs, 
they  had  pretended  to  treat  by  the  firft  of  November, 
whether  they  came  or  no  :  that  after  that  day  palled,, 
they  had  found  fault  with  the  powers  exhibited,  had 
Offered  at  new,  made  the  mediators  courfe  from  one 
to  the  other,  fpun  out  two  months  time  in  thefe  pa- 
ces, and  thereby  were  gotten  in  fight  both  of  Spanisfh 
and  Imperial  minifters,  which  I  fuppofe  was  the  point 
they  always  intended,  and  afterwards  to  keep  pace  with 
them.  The  Penfioner  anfwered  me,  with  fomething 
in  his  face  both,  ferious  and  fad,  that  either  I  did  not 
know  them,  and  the  courfe  of  their  affairs  fince  I  left 
the  Hague,  or  elfe  I  would  not  feem  to  know  them  : 
that  they  not  only  defired  the  peace  from  their  hearts, 
but  thought  it  absolutely  neceffary  for  them  :  that  they 
would  certainly  have  entered  into  treaty  at  that  time, 
if  the  French  had  either  exhibited  powers  in  a  form  to- 
be  at  all  admitted,  or  would  have  obliged  themfelves 
to  procure  new  ones  ;  nay,  that  they  would  not  infill: 
upon  a  peace  according  to  their  allies  pretenfions,  nor 
could  he  anfwer  that  they  would  not  make  a  feparate 
one.  I  faid,  that  was  a  matter  of  fuch  moment  as  I 
was  fure  they  would  think  of  it  another  year  before 
they  did  it.  With  this  he  drew  up  his  chair  clofer  to 
me,  and  began  a  difcourfe  with  more  heat  and  earneft- 
nefs  than  agreed  well  with  the  pofhire  of  health  he 
wras  in,  faying,  firft,  that  they  had  thought  enough 
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of  it  already ;  and,  with  thinking  much,  had  begun 
to  find  it  was  without  remedy  :  that  they  had  great  ob- 
ligations to  Spain,  for  entering  into  the  war  to  fave  their 
country,  and  thereby  to  fave  Flanders  too ;  but  they 
had  made  them  no  ill  return,  by  continuing  it  now 
three  years  only  for  the  interefls  of  Spain,  fince  there 
remained  nothing  of  confequence  between  France  and 
them :  that  they  had  further  engaged  themfelves  to 
carry  it  on  this  following  year,  and  fo  would  have 
done  with  the  forces  they  did  the  laft,  if  their  allies 
had  performed  the  parts  they  had  likewife  engaged ; 
but,  for  Spain,  they  took  no  care,  but  to  let  them 
fee  they  were  refolved  to  perifh:  that  they  had  fent  their 
fleet  home  from  Sicily,  without  the  payments  agreed 
on  %  and  left  them  to  be  paid  by  the  Spates  at  their  re- 
turn :  that  not  a  penny  could  be  got  of  a  great  fum  they 
owed  them  for  carriages  and  provifions  the  lafl  fummer, 
and  which  was  defigned  for  magazines  again  ft  next  year 
in  Flanders,  without  which  their  armies  could  not  march 
in  that  country,  where  they  were  fure  to  find  none  of 
the  Spaniards  providing  •,  that  they  had  reprefented  to 
Spain  the  neceflity  but  of  keeping  fo  many  forces  well 
regulated  and  paid,  as  might  defend  their  towns  while 
the  prince  fhould  take  the  field  with  the  army  of  the 
ftate,  and  hinder  or  divert  any  great  fieges  there  ;  but 
not  a  word  of  anfwer :  that  they  had  then  deftred  them 
to  receive  fo  many  of  the  troops  of  the  German  prin- 
ces, their  allies,  as  might  defend  their  moft  important 
places  •,  but,  inftead  of  this,  they  drove  them  out  of 
their  country  :  that,  for  the  Emperor,  they  had  al- 
ways told  him,  that  unlefs  his  army  would  march  into 
France,  or  at  leaft  force  them  to  a  battle  by  fuch  for- 
ces as  might  draw  great  detachments  of  the  French  out 
of  Flanders,  that  country  would  not  be  faved  the  laft 
fummer,  or  at  leaft  not  the  next,  unlefs  his  army  took 
up  their  quarters  this  winter  in  Alface,  or  on  that  fide 
of  the  Rhine:  but  at  Vienna  they  confidered Flanders  as 
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muck  as  the  Dutch  do  Hungary  •,  and  bccaufe  the  Im* 
perial  officers  could  better  find  their  private  account  by 
winter  quarters  in  Germany,  than  in  a  country  harafled 
like  Aliace,  their  armies  mud  repais  the  Rhine  this 
winter,  and  thereby  lofe  all  the  advantages  of  the  lafl 
campaign,  and  hopes  of  the  next ;  that,  for  want  of 
magazines  in  Flanders,  two  or  three  ftrong  frontiers 
would  be  loft  there  next  fpring,  before  thelmperialifts 
could  take  the  field  ;  and  if  Cambray,  Valenciennes, 
and  Mons  were  taken,  all  the  reft  would  revolt,  confi- 
dering  the  miferies  they  had  already  fuffered,  and  muft 
by  a  longer  war :  that  the  prince  would  not  be  able  to 
prevent  it,  or  be  foon  enough  in  the  field  to  march, 
for  want  of  provifions  in  Flanders,  the  country  grow- 
ing defolate  by  the  unfettled  contributions  •,  or  at  lead, 
not  with  fuch  an  army  as  to  venture  a  battle,  or  raife 
a  fiege,  while  the  Spanifh  troops  were  fo  weak,  and 
the  French  would  be  fo  ftrong,  at  a  time  when  they 
had  no  enemy  to  divert  them  upon  the  Rhine  :  that 
the  prince's  friends  could  not  fuffer  him  to  go  into  the 
field,  only  to  fee  towns  loft  under  his  nofe,  and  per- 
haps all  Flanders,  while  he  was  expected  to  defend  it  ^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  was  rendered  incapable  of  doing 
it  by  the  faults  of  the  Spaniards,  who  yet  would  not 
fail  to  reproach  him,  as-  well  as  his  enemies  abroad, 
and  ill- willers  at  home,  that  would  be  glad  of  the  occa- 
fion.  In  the  mean  time,  from  France  they  could  have 
whatever  conditions  they  pretended,  either  by  refto- 
ring  Maeftricht,  a  reglement  of  commerce,  or  any 
advantages  to  the  houfe  of  Orange ;  and,  as  to  this 
laft,  whatever  the  prince  himfelf  would  demand  :  that 
to  this  purpofe  they  had  every  week  prefling  letters 
from  monfieur  D'Eftrades  to  make  the  feparate  peace  ; 
and  though  he  mould  fall  into  it  with  the  greateft  re- 
gret that  could  be,  yet  he  did  not  fee  whatelfe  was  to 
be  done,  and  did  not  know  one  man  in  Holland  that 
was  not  of  the  fame  mind  :  that  he  did  not  talk  with 
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me  as  an  ambaffador,  but  a  friend,  whofe  opinion  he 
efteemed  and  uefired  :  that  he  told  me  freely  lew  fort 
et  leur  foible  [cheir  ftrength  and  their  weaknefs]  ^  and 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  elfe  I  thought  they  could 
do  upon  all  thefe  circumftances,  £5?  dans  Vaccablement 
de  leur  efiat  par  une  ft  tongue  guerre  [and  in  the  diftrefs 
of  their  Hate  by  fo  long  a  war].  I  returned  his  com- 
pliment, but  excufed  myfelf  from  giving  my  opinion 
to  a  perfon  fo  well  able  to  take  meafures  that  were  the 
fitteft  for  the  States  conduct  or  his  own  -,  but  defired 
to  know  what  he  reckoned  would  become  of  Flanders 
after  the  Dutch  had  made  their  feparate  peace,  be- 
cauie  the  fate  of  that  country  was  that  wherein  the  reil 
of  their  neighbours  were  concerned  as  well  as  they. 
He  anfwered,  it  would  be  loft  in  one  fummer,  or  in 
two,  but  more  probably  in  one  :  that  he  believed 
Cambray,  Valenciennes,  Namur,  and  Mons  might  be 
loft  in  one  fummer:  that,  after  their  lois,  the  great  towns 
within  would  not  offer  at  defending  themielves,  ex- 
cepting Antwerp  and  Oftend,  for  which  they  might 
perhaps  take  fome  meafures  with  France,  as  I  knew 
the  French  had  offered  Monfieur  de  Witt  upon  their 
iirft  invafion  in  1667.  I  afked  him  how  he  reckoned 
this  State  was  to  live  with  France  after  the  lofs  of  Flan- 
ders ?  and  if  he  thought  it  could  be  othervvays  than  at 
difcretion  ?  He  defired  me  to  believe,  that,  if  they 
could  hope  to  fave  Flanders  by  the  war,  they  would 
not  think  of  a  feparate  peace  ;  but,  if  it  muft  be  loft, 
they  .had  rather  it  fhould  be  by  the  laft,  which  would 
lefs  exhauft  their  country  and  difhonour  the  prince  : 
that  after  Fla'nders  was  loft,  they  muft  live  fo  with 
France,  as  would  make  them  find  it  their  intereft  ra- 
ther to  preferve  their  State  than  to  deftroy  it :  that  it 
was  not  to  be  chofen,  but  to  be  fwallowed  like  a  defpe- 
rate  remedy  :  that  he  had  hoped  for  fome  refource  from 
better  conduct  in  the  Spanifh  affairs-,  or  that  fome  great 
imprefTion  of  the  German  armies,  upon   that  fide  of 
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France,  might  have  brought  the  peace  to  fome  rea- 
fonable  terms  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever  be- 
lieved that  England  itfelf  would  cry  halt,  at  one  flep 
or  other  that  France  was  making  •,    and  that,  if  we 
would  be  content  to  fee   half  Flanders  loft,  yet   we 
v/ould  not  all  *,  nor  Sicily  neither,   for  the  intereft  of 
our  trade  in  the  Mediterranean.:  that  the  king  had  the 
peace  in   his  hands  for  thefe  two  years  pall  •,  might 
have  made  it  when  he  pleafed,  and  upon  fuch  condi- 
tions as  he  mould  think  fit,  of  juftice |  and  fafety  to 
the  reft  of  his  neighbours  as  well  as  himfelf :    that  all 
men  knew,  France  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refufe 
whatever  terms  his  majefty  refolved  on,  or  to  venture  a 
war  with  England  in  conjunction  with  the  reft  of  the 
allies  :  that  the  lead  fhew  of  it,  if  at  all  credited  in 
France,  was  enough  to  make  the  peace  :  that  they  had 
long  repreiented  all  this  in  England  by  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen,  and  offered  his  majefty  to  be  the  arbiter 
of  it,   and  to  fall  into  the  terms  he  mould  prefcribe  ; 
but  not  a  word  in  anfwer,  and  all  received  with  fuch  a 
coldnefs   as  never  was,  though  other  people  thought 
we  had  reafon  to  be  a  little  more  concerned  :  that  this 
put  him  more  upon  thinking  a  feparate  peace  neceflary 
than  all  the  reft  ;  that  he  conferred,  cunfia  prius  ten- 
tanda  [all  means  were  firft  to  be  tried],  till  he  found 
at  laft  it  was  immedicabile  vukus  [an  incurable  wound] ; 
that,  for  their  living  with  France  after  Flanders  was 
loft,  he  knew  well  enough  what  I  meant  by  aiking  ; 
but,  after  that,  the  aims  of  France  would  be  more  up- 
on Italy  or  Germany,  or  perhaps  upon  us,  than  them  ; 
that  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  France  to  deftroy  or 
conquer  this  ftate,  but  to  preferve  it  in  a  dependence 
upon  that  crown  :  that  they  could  make  better  ufe  of 
the  Dutch  fleets,  than  of  a  few  poor  fiftier  towns,  that 
they  mould  be  reduced  to  if  any  violation  were  made, 
either  upon  their  liberties  or  religion  :  that  the  king 
pf  France  had  feen  their  country,  and  knew  it,  and  un~ 
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jderflood  it  fo,  and  faid,  upon  all  occafions,  that  he 
had  rather  have  them  for  his  friends  than  his  fubje&s  % 
but  if,  after  all,  I  concluded  their  ftate  mull  fall  in 
four  and  twenty  hours,  yet  it  were  better  for  them  to 
defer  it  to  the  laft  hour,  and  that  it  fhould  happen  at 
night  rather  than  at  noon. 

This  was  difcourfed  with  fuch  vehemence  and 
warmth,  that  he  was  not  able  to  go  on  ;  and  having 
faid,  it  was  not  a  matter  to  be  refolved  between  us 
two,  I  left  him,  after  wifhing  him  health  enough  to 
go  through  the  thoughts  and  bufineffes  of  fo  great  a 
conjuncture. 

Next  morning  I  went  to  the  prince,  and,  after 
fome  common  talk,  told  him  what  had  paffed  in  my 
vifit  to  the  Penfioner,  and  afked  his  highnefs,  if  he 
had  feen  him  fince,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it  ?  He  faid 
no  ;  and  fo  I  told  him  the  detail  of  it :  and,  upon 
conclufion,  that  he  faid  he  faw  nothing  elfe  to  be 
done  but  to  make  a  feparate  peace  ;  and,  that  he 
knew  not  a  man  in  Holland  who  was  not  of  his  mind. 
The  prince  interrupted  me,  faying,  '  Yes,  I  am  fure  I 
f  know  one,  and  that  is  myfelf,  and  I  will  hinder  it  as 
f  long  as  I  can-,  but,  if  any  thing  fhould  happen  to  me, 
f  I  know  it  would  be  done  in  two  days  time.'  I  afked 
him,  whether  he  was  of  the  Penfioner's  mind,  as  to 
what  he  thought  likely  to  happen  the  next  campaign? 
He  faid,  the  appearances  were  ill ;  but  campaigns  did 
not  always  end  as  they  began :  that  accidents  might 
happen  which  no  man  could  forefee  •,  and  that,  if  they 
came  to  one  fair  battle,  none  could  anfwer  for  the 
event  :  that  the  king  might  make  the  peace  if  he 
pleafed,  before  it  began ;  but,  if  we  were  fo  indiffe- 
rent as  to  let  this  feafon  pafs,  for  his  part,  he  muft 
go  on,  and  take  his  fortune  :  that  he  had  ken  that 
morning  a  poor  old  man,  tugging  alone  in  a  little 
boat  with  his  oars,  againft  the  eddy  of  a  fluice,  upon 
a  canal ;  thata  when  with  the  laft  endeavours  he  was 

juft 


%j$  Memoirs  from  1672  to  16797 

juft  got  up  to  the  place  intended,  the  force  of  the  ed- 
dy carried  him  quite  back  again;  but  he  turned  his 
boat  as  loon  as  he  could,  and  fell  to  his  oars  again  % 
and  thus  three  or  four  times  while  the  prince  faw  him ; 
and  concluded,  this  old  man's  bufinels  and  his  were 
too  like  one  another,  and  that  he  ought,  however,  to 
do  juft  as  the  old  man  did,  without  knowing  what 
would  fucceed,  any  more  than  what  did  in  the  poor 
man's  cafe. 

All  that  pailed  upon  thefe  difcourfes,  I  reprefented 
very  particularly  to  the  court,  the  firft  part  immedi- 
ately to  the  king*  the  reft  to  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  -> 
and  added  my  own  opinion,  that  if  his  majefty  con- 
tinued to  interpofe  no  further  than  by  the  bare  and 
common  offices  of  his  mediation,  in  the  place  and 
forms  of  a  treaty,  and  the  Auftrians  held  off  from  the 
progrefs  of  it,  as  well  as  the  northern  allies,  and  as 
they  had  all  hitherto  done,  it  would  certainly  follow, 
that  the  French  and  Dutch  would  fall  into  private  ne-* 
gotiations ;  and,  by  what  I  could  obferve  on  both 
iides,  were  like  to  adjuft  them  in  a  very  little  time, 
and  leave  them  ready  to  clap  up  a  peace  in  two  days, 
when  the  Dutch  mould  grow  more  impatient  of  the 
ilownefs  or  unlincerenefs  of  their  allies  proceedings  in 
the  general  treaty,  or  whenever  the  violent  humour 
of  the  people  fhould  force  the  prince  to  fall  into  the 
fame  opinion  with  the  States  upon  this  matter.  This 
I  efteemed  myfelf  obliged  to  fay,  that  his  majefty 
might  want  no  lights  that  were  neceffary  upon  fo  nice, 
and  yet  fo  dangerous  a  conjuncture.  I  had  his  ma- 
jefty's  anfwer  in  a  long  letter,  of  his  own  hand,  com- 
plaining much  of  the  confederate  minifters  in  Eng- 
land caballing  with  parliament-men,  and  raifing  all 
men's  fpirits  as  high  aga'mft  the  peace  as  they  could  -% 
and  that  they  had  done  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  made 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  fteps  with  France 
towards  a  general  peace,  unlefs  the  Dutch  ambaifa- 
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dor  would  firft  put  in  a  memorial,  preffing  his  ma- 
jelly  from  the  States  to  do  it  j  and  declaring,  that 
without  it  they  faw  Flanders  would  be  loft. 

From  fecretary  Williamfon  I  had  no  other  anfwer 
material  upon  all  the  Penfioner's  difcourfes,  nor  my 
own  opinion  upon  the  preient  conjuncture,  but  that 
his  majefty,  and  the  lords  of  the  foreign  committee, 
wondered  I  mould  think  the  French  were  fo  ready  for 
a  feparate  peace,  if  the  Dutch  mould  fall  into  thofe 
thoughts  ±  and  that  they  did  not  remember  they  had 
ever  received  any  thing  from  either  me  or  my  collegue 
at  Nimeguen  that  looked  that  way.  Upon  which  I 
told  him  the  frequent  conventions  I  had  had  with 
monfieur  Colbert,  upon  that  fubject,  and  the  feveral 
letters  the  Penfioner  had  fhewn  from  the  marfhal 
D'Eftrades,  or  his  inftrument,  at  Maeftricht.  But  to 
all  this  I  received  no  anfwer  \  nor  fo  much  as  reflecti- 
on •,  though  I  thought  this  part  was  my  duty,  as  am- 
baffador  at  the  Hague,  whether  it  was  fo  as  mediator  at 
Nimeg-uen  or  not. 

The  prince  and  Penfioner  were  both  willing  the 
king  mould  be  complied  with,  in  the  government  of 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen's  paces  and  language  at 
London  ;  but  prefFed  me  to  write  once  more,  to  know 
Jiis  majefty-?s  opinion  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  or  elfe 
he  faid  it  would  be  too  late,  while  the  feafon  advanced 
towards  the  campaign.  Upon  which  I  defired  him  to 
confider  there  might  be  three  weeks  difference  be- 
tween his  firft  telling  his  own  thoughts  to  his  majefty, 
and  receiving  his  majefty's  opinion  upon  them ;  or 
fending  firft  to  know  his  majefty?s,  then  returning 
his  own,  and  afterwards  expecting  the  king's  again, 
in  cafe  they  differed  :  befides,  I  believed  his  majefty 
would  take  it  kinder,  and  as  a  piece  of  more  confi- 
dence, if  his  highnefs  made  no  difficulty  of  explaining 
himfelf  firft.  The  prince  paufed  a  while,  and  then 
faid,  to  fhew  the  confidence  he  defired  to  live  in  with 
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his  majefty,  he  would  make  no  further  difficulty  of  it, 
though  he  might  have  many  reafons  to  do  it  :  that,  if 
the  king  had  a  mind  to  make  a  fudden  peace,  he 
thought  he  muft  do  it  upon  the  foot  of  Aix  la  Chapelle^ 
which  he  would  have  the  more  ground  for,  becaufe 
it  was  a  peace  he  both  made  and  warranted  :  that,  for 
exchanges,  he  thought  there  fhould  be  no  other  pro- 
pofed  upon  it,  but  only  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  for 
Aire  and  St.  Omer ;  which  two  laft  he  thought  impor- 
ted a  great  deal  more  to  France,  than  the  others,  un- 
lefs  they  would  declare  that  they  intended  to  end  this 
war  with  the  profpecl  of  beginning  another,  by  which 
they  might  get  the  reft  of  Flanders  :  that  this  was  all 
needed  pafs  between  France  and  Spain  \  and  for  the 
Emperor  and  this  State,  that  the  firft,  having  taken  Phi- 
lipfburgh  from  the  French,  mould  raze  it ;  and  the 
French  having  taken  Maeftricht  from  the  Dutch,  mould 
raze  it  too  -,  and  fo  this  whole  war  fhould  pafs  comme 
un  tourbillon  qui  avoit  ceffe,  apres  avoir  menace  leaucowp^ 
&  fait  fort  feu  de  remuemens  au  monde  [as  a  ftorm  that 
has  ceafed,  after  it  had  threatened  much,  and  made 
but  little  alteration  in  the  world.] 

I  was  furprized  to  hear  a  propofition  fo  on  the  fud- 
den, fo  fhort  and  fo  decifive,  and  that  feemed  fo  eafy 
towards  a  fhort  clofe,  if  his  majefty  fhould  fall  into  it ; 
and  I  efteemed  it  a  ftrain  in  the  prince  of  the  moft  con- 
fummate  knowledge  in  the  whole  prefent  fcheme  of 
affairs,  and  moft  decifive  judgment  upon  them  that 
he  could  have  given,  after  the  longeft  deliberation  and 
matureft  advice.  I  obferved  however  to  his  highnefs 
upon  it,  that  he  had  not  explained  what  was  to  become 
of  Lorrain  and  Burgundy ;  and  next,  whether  he  be- 
lieved it  at  all  likely,  that  France,  after  fuch  acqui- 
sitions made  in  this  war,  and  fo  many  more  expected, 
fhould  come  to  fuch  reftitutions  of  what  they  pof- 
k&dy  without  any  equivalent.     The  prince  replied, 
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both  were  explained  by  the  terms  he  propofed  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle :  that  for  Lorrain,  France  never  pre- 
tended to  keep  it,  but  from  the  laft  duke  only ;  that 
Burgundy  could  not  be  parted  with  by  Spain,  without 
the  French  reftoring  fo  many  towns  for  it  in  Flanders 
as  would  raife  endlefs  debates,  draw  the  bufmefs  into 
lengths,  and  fo  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of  another  cam- 
paign. For  the  fecond,  he  faid,  he  had  reafon  to 
doubt  it,  and  did  not  believe  it  would  be  done  but 
by  his  majefty's  vigorous  interpofition,  but  by  that 
he  was  fure  it  would  be  eafily  effected :  but,  if  his 
majefty  would  not  endeavour  it,  the  war  muft  go  on, 
and  God  Almighty  muft  decide  it :  that  all  the  allies 
would  be  glad  of  it,  and  believed  that,  upon  Don  John's 
coming  to  the  head  of  the  Spanifri  affairs,  there  would 
be  a  new  world  there  :  that  however  one  town  well 
defended,  or  one  battle  well  fought,  might  change 
the  fcene  :  that  for  himfelf,  he  would  confefs,  the 
king  could  never  do  fo  kind  a  part,  as  to  bring  him 
with  fome  honour  out  of  this  war,  and  upon  fome 
moderate  terms  ;  but  if  he  was  content  that  France 
mould  make  them  infupportable,  they  would  venture 
all,  rather  than  receive  them  ;  and,  for  Holland's 
making  it  a  feparate  peace,  let  the  Penfioner,  or  any 
others,  tell  me  what  they  would,  they  mould  never 
do  it  while  he  was  alive,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it. 
And  he  would  fay  one  thing  more  to  me,  that  he 
believed  he  was  able  ro  hinder  it:  that,  if  he  died,  he 
knew  it  would  be  done  next  day ;  but,  when  that 
mould  happen,  this  matter  muft  be  fome  other's  carey 
and  perhaps  we  in  England  were  the  rnoft  concerned 
to  look  after  it. 

I  promiied  to  reprefent  all  he  had  faid  directly  to  his 
majefty,  and  fo  I  did  immediately ;  and  the  prince 
went  next  day  to  Dieron  within  fix  leagues  of  Nime- 
guen,  where  I  promiied  to  come  to  him  as  foon  as  I 
mould  be  pofleffcd  of  his  majefty's  anfacr.     And  I 

am 


382  Memoirs  from  i6j2  to  167^. 

am  the  more  particular  in  all  thefe  difcourfes  with  tte' 
Prince  and  the  Penfioner  upon  this  great  conjuncture, 
becaufe  they  do  not  only  difcover  the  true  fprings  from 
which  the  peace  was  afterwards  derived,  but  reprefent 
mod  of  the  interefts  of  Chriftendom,  as  they  were  ob- 
ferved  by  the  two  perfons  that,  next  to  monfieur  de 
Witt,  underftood  them  the  beft  of  any  I  have  ever  met 
with  in  the  courfe  of  my  negotiations. 

After  the  prince  was  gone,  I  had  one  conference 
more  with  the  Penfioner,  who  told  me  he  was  ftill  of 
opinion  it  mufl  come  to  a  feparate  peace  :  that  he  had 
told  the  Emperor's  minifters  the  fame  thing;  and5 
that  if  they  did  not,  at  Vienna,  fall  into  the  meafures 
propofed  and  infilled  on  by  the  States,  before  the  mid- 
dle of  February  next,  they  mould  be  forced  to  make 
it :  that  if  Don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  had  not  now  aflured 
them  of  the  remifes  being  actually  come  from  Spain, 
for  payment  of  the  laft  year's  charge  of  the  fleets,  both 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltick,  according  to  agree- 
ment, the  peace  could  not  have  been  kept  off  this  win- 
ter itfelf.  I  told  him  the  prince  was  of  another  mind, 
and  had  faid  to  me  a  feparate  peace  mould  never  be 
made  while  he  lived,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it ;  and 
that  he  believed  he  fhould  have  that  in  his  power.  The 
Penfioner  replied,  he  fhould  come  to  it  with  as  much 
regret  as  the  prince  himfelf;  but,  that  his  highnefs 
himfelf  might  be  forced  to  it  by  the  ill  conduct  of  his 
allies,  the  ill  fucceffes  of  the  next  campaign,  and  the 
mutinies  of  the  people,  to  which  they  were  already  but 
too  much  difpofed  at  Amfterdam  by  the  delays  of  the 
treaty  at  Nimeguen  :  that  the  late  revolution  in  Spain, 
againft  the  queen  regent  and  her  minifhy,  had  fhewed 
enough  what  might  be  brought  about  by  a  violent  and 
general  humour  of  the  people  ;  and  the  prince  knew 
the  country  too  well  to  go  too  far  againft  it  :  that  it 
was  in  his  majefty's  hands  to  make  a  general  peace* 
if  he  pleafed,  before  the  campaign  began  ;  and  per- 
haps 
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haps  it  was  in  the  conduct  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor 
to  engage  Holland  in  one  campaign  more,  by  the 
meafures  they  had  propofed  :  if  both  thefe  failed,  a 
feparate  peace  muft  be  made. 

While  I  (laid  at  the  Hague,  which  was  about  a 
month,  my  collegues  at  Nimeguen  had,  it  feems, 
found  out  a  negotiation  grown  between  the  French 
ambaffadors  and  monfieur  Van  Beverning,  feparate 
from  the  miniflers  of  his  allies,  and  without  any  com- 
munication of  the  mediators,  which  they  fufpe&ed 
would  end  in  a  feparate  peace.  Of  this  they  thought 
fit  to  give  part  to  the  court,  and  of  their  fufpicions  upon 
it  ;  as  they  had  done  in  my  abfence  •,  and  received  an 
immediate  order  upon  it,  that,  in  cafe  they  found  a 
feparate  peace  concluding,  or  concluded  between 
France  and  Holland  at  Nimeguen,  they  fhould  proteit 
publickly  againfl  it  in  his  majeity's  name.  This  my  coi- 
legue  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  writ  to  me  at  the  Hague 
about  the  10th  of  January,  and  was  in  great  pain  upon 
it.  He  apprehended  the  thing,  but  expected  not  to 
know  it  till  it  was  done,  and  then  doubted  any  good 
confequences  from  our  proteilation.  He  defired  I 
would  both  fend  him  my  thoughts  upon  it,  and  the 
fame  to  court  as  foon  as  I  could. 

1  did  fo,  both  to  my  lord  treafnrer  and  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry  •,  and  told  them  very  freely,  that  I  could 
not  underfhnd  the  reafon  or  the  drift  of  fuch  an  order 
as  my  collegues  had  received  to  make  fuch  a  proteila- 
tion :  that  if  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and  Hol- 
land were  thought  as  dangerous  in  the  court,  as  I  knew 
it  was  in  the  country,  the  king  might  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent it ;  and  had  it  ilill  in  his  power,  as  he  had  had  a 
great  while  :  but,  if  it  were  once  concluded,  I  did  not 
fee  any  other  effect  of  our  proteilation,  unlefs  it  were  to 
irritate  both  the  parties,  and  bind  them  the  fafler,  by 
our  being  angry  at  their  conjunction.  Nor  did  1  know 
what  ground  could  be  given  for  fuch  a  proteilation  •, 

for 
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for  though  the  parties  had  accepted  his  majefty's  me- 
diation of  a  general  peace,  yet  none  of  them  had  ob- 
liged themfelves  to  his  majefty  not  to  treat  a  feparate 
one,  or  without  his  offices  of  mediation  ;  and,  if  they 
had,  1  did  not  fee  why  the  fame  interefts,  that  could 
make  them  break  through  fo  many  obligations  to  their 
allies,  fhould  not  make  them  as  bold  with  a  mediator: 
that,  as  to  prevent  the  thing  may  be  a  very  wife  and 
neceffary  counfel,  fo  his  majefty's  refolution  in  it  ought 
to  be  fignified  as  early  as  can  be,  where  it  is  likely  to 
be  of  moment  to  that  end,  which  was  to  France  :  but 
if  the  thing  fhould  be  firft  done,  as  I  could  not  tell 
how  well  to  ground  our  offence,  fo  I  could  as  little 
how  to  feek  our  revenge  ;  and  it  would  be  to  flay  till 
we  were  ftruck,  and  then  trufl  to  crying  out :  that,  to 
the  beft  of  my  fenfe,  it  were  better  to  anger  any  one 
of  the  parties  before  a  feparate  peace,  than  both  of  them 
after ;  and  if  we  muft  flrain  any  points  of  courtefy 
with  them,  to  do  it  rather  by  making  a  fair  and  gene- 
ral peace,  than  by  complaining  or  protefling  againft  a 
feparate  one. 

I  thought,  I  confefs,  that  upon  this  reprefentation 
from  my  collegues,  without  any  knowledge  of  mine, 
or  fufpicion  that  the  matter  was  working  up  at  Nime- 
guen  when  I  left  it,  and  yet  agreeing  fo  much  with 
what  I  had  forefeen  and  reprefented  from  the  Hague* 
and  meeting  fuch  a  refentment  at  our  court  as  appear- 
ed by  the  order  tranfmitted  to  my  collegues  upon  it  % 
there  was  little  queftion  but  his  majefty  would  declare 
himfelf  upon  the  terms  of  a  general  peace  to  both  par- 
ties, which  I  knew  very  well  would  be  refufed  by  nei- 
ther, if  he  were  pofitive  in  it,  and  fupported,  as  he 
would  certainly  have  been,  by  the  prince  :  but  our 
counfels  at  court  were  fo  in  balance,  between  the  de- 
fires  of  living  at  leaft  fair  with  France,  and  the  fears 
of  too  much  difpleafmg  the  parliaments  upon  their 
frequent  feffions,  that  our  paces  upon  this  whole  affair 

looked 
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looked  all  like  crofspurpofes,  which  no  man  at  home 
or  abroad  could  well  underftand,  and  were  often  rni- 
ftaken  by  both  parties  engaged  in  the  war,  as  well  as 
by  both  parties  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  till  the  thing 
was  wrefted  out  of  our  hands. 

About  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  1677,  I  received 
hismajefty's  aniwer  to  my  lafl  dilpatches  by  the  prince's- 
directions,  and  carried  them  immediately  away  to  Di- 
eren,  which  was  a  little  out  of  my  way  to  Nimeguen, 
and  there  communicated  them  to  the  prince.  They 
confifted  of  two  parts  ;  the  firft,  an  offer  of  his  majei- 
ty's  entering  into  the  ftrongeft  defenfive  alliance  with 
the  States,  thereby  to  fecure  them  from  all  apprehen- 
fions  from  France,  after  the  peace  mould  be  made. 
The  fecond,  was  his  majefty's  remarks,  rather  than 
conclufion  orjudgment,  upon  the  terms  propofed  by 
the  prince  for  a  peace  :  that  he  believed  it  might  be 
compaffed  with  France,  upon  the  exchange  of  Cam  bray, 
Aire,  and  St.  Omer,  for  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde, 
Conde,  and  Bouchain  :  that  this  fcheme  was  what  his 
majeily  thought  poffible  to  be  obtained  of  France, 
though  not  what  was  to  be  wifhed. 

I  obferved  the  prince's  countenance  to  change  when 
I  named  Cambray  and  the  reft  of  the  towns  :  yet  he 
heard  me  through,  and  the  many  nice  reafons  of  Sir 

j —  W upon  the  matter;  as  of  a  double  frontier 

this  would  give  to  Flanders,  the  fafety  whereof  was  the 
thing  both  his  majefty  and  the  States  were  moft  con- 
cerned in;  and  many  other  ways  of  cutting  the  feather. 
After  which  the  prince  faid,  he  believed  dinner  was 
ready,  and  we  would  talk  of  it  after  we  had  dined,  and 
fo  went  out  ;  but,  as  he  was  near  the  door,  he  turned 
to  me,  and  faid,  though  we  mould  talk  more  of  it  af- 
ter dinner,  yet  he  would  tell  me  now,  and  in  few  words, 
that  he  muft  rather  die,  than  make  fuch  a  peace. 

After  dinner,  we  went  again  into  his  chamber,  where 

he  began  with  telling  me  I  had  fpoiled  his  dinner:  that 

Vol.  II.  C  c  he 
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he  had  not  expected  fuch  a  return  of  the  confidence 'he?' 
had  begun  towards  his  majefly.  He  obferved  the  of- 
fer of  alliance  came  to  me  in  a  letter  of  his  majefly's 
own  hand  -,  but  that  about  the  terms  of  a  peace,  from 
the  fecretary  only:  that  it  was  in  a  flyle  as  if  he 
thought  him  a  child,  or  to  be  fed  with  whipped  cream : 
that,  fince  all  this  had  been  before  the  foreign  com- 
mittee, he  knew  very  well  it  had  been  with  the  French 
ambaffador  too,  and  that  the  terms  were  his,  and  a 
great  deal  worfe  than  they  could  have  directly  from 
France.  Fie  caft  them  up  diflinctly,  and  what  in  plain 
language  they  amounted  to:  that  Spain  mufl  part  with 
all  Burgundy,  Cambray,  Aire,  and  St.  Omen,  which 
were  of  the  value  of  two  other  provinces  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  any  war  between  France  and  Spain  •,  and  all 
for  the  five  towns  mentioned  :  that  in  fhort  all  mufl  be 
ventured,  fince  he  was  in,  and  found -no  other  way 
out.  1  told  the  prince  that  J-hoped  he  would  fend  his 
majefly  his  own  thoughts  upon  it  •,  but  that  he  would 
think  a  little  more  before  he  did  it.  He  faid,  he  would 
write  to  the  king  that  night,  but  would  not  enter  into 
the  detail  of  the  bufmels,  which  was  not  worth  the 
pains,  but  would  leave  it  tome.  He  defired  mefurA 
ther  to  let  his  majefly  know,  that  he  had  been  very 
plain  in  what  he  had  told  me  of  his.  own  thoughts  up- 
on this  whole  matter,  and  had  gone  as  low  as  he  could 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  his 
allies,  or  his  honour :  that  he  doubted  whether  Spain 
would  ever  have  confented  to  thofe  very  terms ;  but 
f  jr  thefe  he  knew  they  could  not,  though  they  were 
fare  to  lofe  all  Flanders  by  the  war :  and,  for  himfelf, 
he  could  never  propofe  it  to  them  •,  but,  if  Flanders 
were  left  in  that  porlure,  it  would  never  be  defended 
upon  another  invafion,  neither  by  Flolland,  nor  by 
England  itfelf ;  and  he  was  ib  far  of  the  Spaniards 
mind,  that,  if  Flanders  mull  be  lcft,it  had  better  be  fc 
by  a  war  than  by  a  peace  :   that,  wnenever  that  was, 

Holland 
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Holland  muft  fall  into  an  abfolute  dependence  upon 
France  \  fo  that  what  his  majefty  offered,  of  an  alli- 
ance with  them,  would  be  to  no  purpofe ;  for  they 
would  not  be  made  the  ftage  of  a  war  after  the  lofs  of 
Flanders,  and  wherein  they  were  fufe  no  alliance  of  his 
majefty,  nor  forces  neither,  could  defend  them.  He 
concluded,  that  if  his  majefty  would  help  him  out  of 
this  war  with  any  honour  and  fafety,  either  upon  kind- 
nefsto  him,  or  confideration  of  what  concernment  his 
own  crowns  were  like  to  have  in  the  iffue  of  this  affair, 
he  would  acknowledge  and  endeavour  to  deferve  it 
as  long  as  he  lived  •,  if  not,  the  war  muft  go  on,  be  the 
event  what  it  would-;  and,  for  his  own  parr,  he  would 
rather  charge  a  thoufand  men  with  a  hundred,  nay, 
though  he  were  fure  to  die  in  the  charge,  than  enter 
into  any  concert  of  a  peace  upon  theie  conditions. 

I  gave  his  majefty  an  account  of  all  that  patted  in 
this  interview,  and  returned  to  my  poft  at  Nimeguen. 

The  allies  had  taken  great  umbrage  at  my  journey 
to  the  Hague,  as  defigned  for  negotiating  fome  fepa- 
rate  peace  between  France  and  Holland  5  but  the 
Prince  and  Penfioner  feemed  carelefs  to  fatisfy  them, 
and  made  that  ufeonly  of  it,  to  let  them  know  that  n<* 
fuch  thing  was  yet  intended,  but  that  Holland  would 
be  forced  to  it  at  laft  if  the  Emperor  and  Spain  fell  not 
into  thofe  meafures  that  they  had  propofed  to  them, 
both  at  Vienna  and  Madrid,  for  the  vigorous  profecu- 
tion  of  the  next  campaign.  Which  had  fome  effect 
at  Vienna,  but  little  in  Spain  or  Flanders,  as  was  felt 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring. 

At  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  that  in  my  ab- 
fence  count  Kinfki  was  arrived,  who  was  a  perfon  of 
great  parts,  of  a  (harp  and  quick  apprehenfion,  but 
exact  and  fcrupulous  in  his  conduct,  rigid  in  his  opini- 
ons, never  before  verfed  in  thefe  fort  of  employments^ 
and  thereby  very  punctilious  :  this  had  engaged  him 
in  difficulties  upon  the  ceremony  of  vifits,  both  with 

Cc  2  my 
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my  collegues  and  the  French,  upon  his  firft  arrival  * 
which  lafted  with  thefe  till  the  end  of  the  congrefs,  fa 
as  to  hinder  all  vifits  between  them  :  but  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  retrieve  all  ill  correfpondence  that  had  hap- 
pened between  the  mediators  and  him.  I  found  like- 
wife,  that  a  fecret  intelligence  was  grown  between  the 
French  and  Dutch  ambafTadors,  which  was  managed 
by  monfieurOlivecrans,  the  fecondSwedimambafTador,, 
and  wholly  apart  from  my  collegues,  whofe  interven- 
tion had  been  only  ufed  when  the  matter  was  firft  agreed 
between  thole  parties :  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning 
drove  on  very  violently  towards  a  peace,  and  with  little 
regard  of  his  allies  •,  and  faid  he  had  order  from  the 
States,  de  puffer  V affaire  tant  qifil  lui  feroit  pqffible  [to 
pufli  the  bufinefs  on  as  vigoroufty  as  poffible  :]  that 
thofe  ambafTadors  had  come  to  a  fort  of  agreement 
about  the  form  and  number  of  powers,  which  was,, 
that  the  mediator  fhould  be  defired  to  draw  up  a  form 
of  preamble,  which  fhould  be  common  to  all  the  par- 
ties, and  contain  nothing  more,  but  that  fuch  and  fuch 
princes,  out  of  a  fincere  defire  of  peace,  had  fentfuch 
and  fuch  perfons  to  Nimeguen,  which  had  been  chofe 
for  the  place  of  treaty,  by  the  interceffion  of  the  king 
of  Great-Britain :  that  the  mediators  fhould  likewife 
draw  up  an  obligatory  ad,  to  be  figned  by  the  feveral 
ambafTadors,  and  put  into  their  hands  on  the  fame  day,, 
for  the  procuring  new  powers  within  fixty  days  after 
the  date  :  that  the  titles  in  the  new  powers  fhould  be 
inferted,  bonafide^  according  to  the  ufual  flyle  of  the 
chancellary  of  each  court  ;  and  that  an  act  of  falva 
fhould  be  figned  by  the  feveral  ambafTadors,  for  no 
confequence  to  be  drawn  hereafter,  for  the  ufe  or 
omifTion  of  any  tides  in  thefe  powers. 

I  found  likewife,  that  thefe  points  had  been  agreed 
among  all  the  allies,  by  the  formal  intervention  of  my 
collegues,  after  they  had  firft  been  concerted  between 
the  French  and  Dutch :  that  thefe  ambafTadors  had  en- 
tered 
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tered  into  a  courfe  of  mutual  vifits-,  owning  publickly 
that  they  did  it  as  neceffary  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of 
the  treaty  :  and  that  the  Dutch  began  to  talk  of  finifh- 
ing  an  eventual  treaty  (as  they  call  it)  for  themielves 
as  foon  as  the  acts  about  powers  were  wholly  difpatch- 
<ed,  which  fhould  not  take  place  till  the  general  peace 
was  concluded  \  but  after  which  they,  the  Dutch,  in- 
tended to  employ  their  offices  between  their  allies  and 
the  French. 

I  found  likewife,  that  Mr.  Hide  had  increafed  the 
number  of  the  mediators  in  my  abfence,  who,  having 
been  fent  into  Poland  the  fummer  pad,  to  chriflen  that 
•king's  child,  and  to  condole  with  the  Emperor  upon 
the  late  Emprefs's  death,  and  performed  the  firft  com- 
pliment from  his  majefty  ;  but,  upon  his  coming  from 
thence  to  Vienna,  found  the  Emperor  married,  and  fo 
paffed  on  privately  home,  and  arrived  at  Nimeguen, 
foon  after  I  left  it  upon  my  journey  to  the  Hague  ; 
where  he  came  to  me,  after  having  ftaid  a  fortnight  at 
Nimeguen.     He  told  meat  the  Hague,  that.,  upon  his 
return  by  Rotterdam,  he  had-rhere  met  letters  from 
court  with  a  commiiiion  to  {top  for  fome  fhort  time  at 
Nimeguen,  and  take  the  character  of  one  of  the  am- 
baffadors  mediators  there,  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
abled at  his  return  to  give  his  majefty  an  account  of 
the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  affairs  there.     He  faid,  this 
commiffion  was  intended  to  find  him  at  Nimeguen, 
upon  the  flop  he  made  there  •,  but  having  not  arrived 
till  he  had  left  that  place,  he  was  in  doubt  whether  he 
mould  make  any  ufe  of  it  or  no,  and  defired  my  advice, 
whether  to  return   to  Nimeguen,    or  to  go  forward 
for  England.     I  eafily  perceived  what  this   difpatch 
was  intended  for,  to  introduce  him  into  thofe  kind  of 
characters  and  employments  -,  and  fo  advifed  him  to 
go  back  to  Nimeguen,  which  he  did,  and  made  a  part 
of  the  embafTy  during  a  fhort  flay  there,  but  excufed 
Jiimfelf  from  entering  into  the  management  of  any 
C  c  3  conferences 
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conferences  or  difpatches  \  fo  that  by  his  modefty^antf 
my  lord  Berkley's  great  age  and  infirmities,  the  .fa- 
tigue of  that  employment  lay  Ml. upon  me  and  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  who  writ  alternately  the  difpatches 
from  the  embafTy  to  court,  and  the  others  to  other 
princes  and  minifters  by  concert,  ajl  the  while  ,1  was 
upon  the  place. 

I  found  likewife,  at  my  return  .to  Nimeguen,fome 
few  difficulties  yet  remaining,  which  cbftructed  the 
dif  patch  intended  about  the  powers.:  for  though  the 
French  had  confented  to  furnifh  new  powers,  and  fe- 
vera]  for  the  Emperor,  Spain,  Denmark,  and  Holland; 
yet  they  refufed  a  diftindt  one  for  Brandenburg,  which 
thefe  minifters  infifted  on  \  and  the  Dutch  were  in 
fuch  obligations, to  that  prince,  that  they  were  forced 
to  do  fo  too,  though  unwillingly,  as  doubting  the  fuc- 
cefs  with  France,  and  forefeeing  the  confequence  of  the 
fame  pretence  to  be  raifed  upon -it  by  other  princes  of 
Germany,  not  only  electors,  but  the  houfes  of  Lunen- 
burg and  Neuberg,  who.  yielded  to  the  electors  in  no 
point,  but  that  one  of  precedence.  But  the  Dutch,  to 
diftinguiih.  that  of  Brandenburg,  alledged,  to  us,  that 
he  was  principal  in  the  war  of  Sweden,  and  fo  could 
not.be  included  as  an  ally,  only,  either  by  the  Em- 
peror, or  by  the  States. 

The.Danifh  ambaiTador  flood  pofitively  upon  the 
.common  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue  between  France  and 
them  in  their  powers,  or  elfe  to  give  his  inDanifh,  if 
they  gave  theirs  in.French.  Thefe  faid,  that  it  was  a 
novelty  and  an  impertinence;  and  that,  if  in  all  the 
intercourfe  that  had  ever  been  between  thofe  two 
crowns,  the  language  had  not  been  French  on  their 
fide,,  and  Latin  on  the  Danes,  even  in  any  one  inftru- 
ment,  they  were  content  they  mould  give  their  powers 
not  only  in  Danifh,  but  in  Hebrew  if  they  pleafedc 
The  Dane  faid,  he  could  not  give  account  of  all  pre- 
cedents :    that,  if  ill  ones  had  been  hitherto  ufed,  jj: 

was 
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was  time  to  eftabliih  new  ones  that  were  good  :  that 
his  matter  had  more  right  to  do  it  than  any  former 
king,  being  now  fucceflive  in. that  crown,  which  was 
before  elective  ;  and,  being  rfftre  abfolute  in  his  do- 
minions than  any  other  king  of  Chriftendorn ;  for  there 
^was  now  nothing  in  Denmark,  but  la  volonte  du  Roy 
[the  will  of  the  King  •,]  upon  all  which  he  faid  his  or- 
ders were  pofitive,  and  he  could  not  proceed  without 
the  ftyle  he  pretended. 

Thefe  two  points  chiefly  had  obftructed '  the  final 
agreement  about  the  powers  for  near  a  month ;  after 
-which  we  prevailed  with  the  French  to  yield  to  new 
powers  for  Brandenburg,  upon  afllirance  from  the 
Dutch  ambarTador  that  they  expected  no  fuch  preten- 
tion for  any  other  of  their  German  allies  ;  but  that,  if 
any  mould  be  raifed  and  refufed  by  France,  yet  that 
ihould  not  hinder  or  delay  the. Dutch  from  proceeding 
in  the  treaty.  The  Dane's  pretence  about  the  lan- 
guages, being  neither  countenanced  nor  approved  by 
sny  of  his  allies,  was  at- lad  yielded  by  him  ;  which  had 
been  better  never  ftartedvas  having  loft  hirn  ground  in 
•that  which  was  intended  by  it,  which  was  to  eflablifli 
the  principle  of  a  parity  among  crowned  heads. 

There  was  an  accident  happened  likewife  in  my  ab- 
{ence^  which  had  raifed  great  heats  among  the  parties. 

Upon  count  Kinfki's  arrival,  the  allies  began  their 
meetings  at  his  houfe  ;  by  which  they  hoped  to  govern 
the  general  refolutions,  and  keep  the  alliance  from 
-breaking  into  any  feparate  pieces.  The  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors,  who  pretended  to  influence  the  peace  more  than 
•any- of  their  allies,  ftomached  the  count's  defign  and 
carriage  at  thefe  conferences,  where  they  faid  he  pre- 
tended to  be  fole  dictator  ;  and  they  were  unwilling  to 
enter  into  plain  contradictions,  or  the  fame  heats  at 
his  own  houfe  •,  upon  which  they  went  to  the  Stadt- 
-houfe,  and  chofe  there  a  room  for  their  conferences 
.among  all  the   allies,  which,  upon  the  firft  practice, 
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gave  great  offence  to  the  French  ambafTadors.  They 
laid  it  was  a  breach  upon  the  neutra  ity  of  the  place, 
eftablifhed  by  the  affembly's  being  there ;  and  that  the 
Dutch  had  now  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  difpofal 
of  the  town-houfe,  without  common  agreement.  The 
Dutch  alledged,  the  rooms  they  had  taken  were  not 
belonging  to  the  town,  but  to  the  nobles  of  Guelder- 
land,  and  were  below  flairs  -,  and  that  all  above  re- 
mained to  be  difpofed  of  flill  by  the  mediators  for  the 
common  ufe  of  the  parties  when  they  mould  defire  it. 
The  French  were  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  reafons,  and 
threatened  to  break  the  aflembly.  We  at  laft  prevailed 
with  the  allies  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  the  Stadthoufe,  till 
we  drew  up  a  formal  propofal,  to  be  made  by  us  the 
mediators  to  all  parties,  defiring  them,  that,  for  their 
eafe  and  convenience,  all  parties  would  meet  in  one 
room  at  the  Stadthoufe,  or  at  leafc  the  two  alliances  in 
two  feveral  rooms,  whilft  we  mould  meet  in  another, 
and  be  there  ready  to  perform  all  offices  between 
them.  This  laft  was  accepted,  and  we  defigned  the 
feveral  rooms  for  ourielves  and  the  parties  -,  but  were 
forced  to  find  two  rooms  for  the  French  and  Swedes 
to  meet  apart,  whofe  competition,  though  allies,  would 
not  fufFer  them  to  meet  in  one,  or  decide  it  by  lot,  as 
the  Spaniard  and  Dane  had  done. 

There  remained  one  difficulty  more,  which  particu- 
larly concerned  his  majefty.  Both  French  and  Spa- 
niards, as  well- as  Imperialifts,  had  infifled,  even  with 
emulation,  that  the  pope's  mediation  mould  be  menti- 
oned in  the  new  powers,  as  well  as  his  majefty 's.  The 
Dutch  and  Danes  both  had  abfolutely  refufed  to  treat 
upon  any  powers  where  the  pope's  mediation  mould 
be  mentioned.  We  had  likewife  reprefented  to  them, 
how  great  a  difference  there  was  between  his  majefty's 
mediation,  that  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties, 
and  the  pope's,  that  had  been  fo  only  by  a  part 
of  them  $  and  the  very  mention  of  it  abfolutely  refufed 
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by  feveral  others,  to  be  admitted  into  the  powers : 
that  his  majefty's  mediation  had  propofed  the  place 
of  treaty,  exchanged  the  pafTports,  formed  tthe  afTem- 
bly,  managed  all  the  negotiations  in  it  fo  long,  with- 
out the  appearance  of  any  minifter  from  the  pope,  or 
knowledge  whether  he  would  be  received  if  he  came, 
or  by  whom  his  mediation  would  be  accepted  or  em- 
ployed. At  length  it  was  refolved,  that  the  mention 
of  his  majefty's  mediation  alone  mould  be  made  in 
the  feveral  powers :  and  fo  all  being  agreed,  about 
kthe  middle  of  February,  all  the  feveral  acts  were  fign- 
ed  and  put  into  our  hands,  and  by  us  exchanged 
among  the  feveral  parties. 

After  this  difpatch  of  all  preliminaries  to  the 
treaty,  the  feveral  parties,  by  agreement,  brought  into 
pur  hands  their  feveral  propofitions  or  pretenfions. 
The  French  feemed  in  theirs  to  demand  nothing  of  the 
Emperor  and  of  Brandenburg,  but  the  entire  reftoring 
of  the  treaty  of  Munfter  -,  of  Spain,  the  retaining  of 
all  they  had  conquered  in  this  war,  upon  the  Spaniards 
having  firft  broken  the  peace.  From  the  States  Ge- 
neral they  made  no  demand,  but  offered  them  the  re- 
ftoring of  their  friendfhip,  and  that  they  would  hearken 
to  a  treaty  of  commerce.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Em- 
peror's demands  were,  that  France  mould  reftoretohim, 
to  the  Empire,  and  to  all  his  allies,  whatever  they  had 
taken  from  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  make 
reparation  for  all  damages  they  had  fuffered  in  it.  The 
Spaniards  demanded  all  the  places  they  had  loft,  and 
all  the  damages  they  had  fuffered  from  France  fince  the 
year  1665.  The  Dutch  demanded  from  France  the  re- 
stitution of  Maeftricht,  fatisfa&ion  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  in  what  did  concern  the  principality  of  Orange, 
and  reglement  of  commerce,  with  a  renunciation  of 
all  pretenfions  each  party  might  have  upon  the  other. 
As  for  the  great  damages  they  had  fuflained,  they  faid, 
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they  Sacrificed  thern  all  to  the  public  peace,  provided 
fatisfaftion  might  be  given  to  their  allies. 

For  the  .northern  kings  and  German  princes,  their 
demands  were  fo  extended,  that  I  mould  forbear  rela- 
ting them,  and  fum  them  up  in  this  only,  That  thofe 
who  had  gained  by  the  war,  pretended  to  retain  all 
they  had  got ;  and  thofe  that  had  loft,  pretended  to  re- 
cover all  they  had  Joft,  and  to  be  repaid  the  damages 
they  had  fuffered  by  the  war.  Count  -Kinfki  delivered 
Into  our  hands  likewife  the  dukeof  Lorrain's  pretenti- 
ons fealed  as  the  reft  were  •,  but  we  opened  them  not, 
upon  the  French  telling  us  they  had  not  received  from 
court  any  counter-pretenfions  upon  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain  ;  whereof  they  believed  the  reafon  to  be,  that  no 
minifter  of  his  had  yet  appeared  at  the  congrefs.  In- 
deed, their  pretentions  againft  Lorrain  had  never  yet 
been  made  fince  the  death  of  the  late  duke,  and  would 
have. been. very  hard. to  draw -up  by  their  ableft  minif- 
ters  .pr  advocates  themfelves  ;  and  -therefore  they 
thought  fit  to  decline  them,  and  referve  them  for  the 
terms  of  a  peace,  when  they  mould  be  able  to  pre- 
fcribe,  rather  than  to  treat  them. 

By  thefe  propofitions  of  the  feveral  parties,  it  eafily 
appeared  to  the  world,  what  wife  men  knew  before, 
how  little  hopes  there  were  of  a  peace,  from  the  moti- 
ons of  this  treaty  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs, 
and  how -it  was  wholly  to  be  expected  from  the  courfe 
and  influence  of  future  eventsin  the  progrefs  of  the  war. 

About  the  24th  of  February,,  t. went  to  the  prjnce  at 
his  houfe  at  Soefdyck,  a  day's  journey  from  Nimeguen, 
upon  a  letter  from  his  highnefs  defiring  itof  me.  I 
had  about  a  week  before  written  to  him  by  the  king's 
command ;  upon  which  his  highnefs  defired  to  fpeak 
with  me.  I  went,  and  told  him  the  contents  of  my  laft 
difpatch.  He  afked  me,  whether  it  were  from  the  king 
himfelf,  or  from  any  of  the  minifters  ?  I  told  him  it 
.was:f:om  fecretaryWiliiamfon,  bv  the  king's  command, 
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-Hht  prince  faid,  Then  he-knew  from  whence  it  came; 
.but  however  defired  me  to  read  the  particulars  to  him  j 
.which  were,  the  king's  apprehenfion  of  a  miftake  in 
the  prince,  becaufe  the  terms  mentioned  by  his  ma- 
jefty  were  not  any  proportions,  which  he  did  not  think 
his  part,  to  make,  nor  had  he  any  authority  for  it,  but 
only  a  piece  of  confidence  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
prince:  next,  that  the  exchange  of  Cambray  was  only 
propofed  as  a  thing  to  be  wrfhed,  that  fo  fix  towns 
might  be  reftored  to  Spain,  instead  of  five  the  prince 
had  propofed,  which,  in  h-is  majcfty's  opinion,  would 
make  a  kind  of  a  double  frontier  to  BrufTels,  and  fo 
leave  Flanders  fafer  than  by  the  prince's  fcheme : 
therefore  his  majefly  defired  the  .prince  would  think 
further  of  it,  and  not  let  it  fall  fo  fiat  as  he  did  by  his 
lafl  anfwer,  without  trying  what  it  would  be  beaten  out 
,to  :  but  however  offered,  that,  if  hishighnefs  had  any 
other  propofition  to  make  to  France,  the  king  would 
very  readily  hand  it  over  to  them  in  the  bed  manner 
^he  could. 

Whilil  I. was  reading  this  to  the  prince,  he   could 

^hardly  hear  it  out  with  any  patience,  Sir  J —  W 's 

ftyle  was  always  fo  difagreeable  to  him ;  and  he 
thought  the  whole  call  of  this  fo  artificial,  that  he 
received  it  at  firft  with  indignation  and  fcorn,  rather 
.than  with  thofe  further  thoughts  that . were,  defired  of 
him.  He  faid  the  fiyle  of  letting  it  fall  fo  flat,  was  my 
lord  Arlington's  \  and  the  double  frontier,  as  it  were, 
for  BrufTels,  were  fome  of  the  fecretary's  crefme  fouettS 
•  [whipped  cream]  and  fit  for  children.  The  reft  he 
took  to  be  all  the  French  ambafiador's,  who  would 
fain  continue  a  private  treaty  with  him  by  the  king's 
hand,  while  his  matter  went  into  the  field.  His  an- 
fwer was  very  plain,  That  he  had  thought  enough  of 
it,  and  had  no  more  to  fay  at  this  time  :  that,  when  he 
.fpoke  to  me  fo  lately  at  the  Hague,  he  believed  the 
peace  might  have  been  made,  and  upon  better  terms 
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than  he  propofed,  if  the  king  had  defired  them  from 
France,  either  upon  kindnefs  to  him,  or  upon  the  in- 
terefls  of  his  own  crowns  :  that  he  was  ferry  to  find 
the  king's  thoughts  fo  different  from  his ;  and  that, 
whenever  they  grew  nearer,  he  mould  be  glad  to  know 
it  :  but  he  looked  now  upon  the  campaign  as  begun, 
and  believed,  at  the  time  we  talked,  the  guns  were 
playing  before  Valenciennes  :  that  he  faw  no  hopes 
of  a  peace,  but  expected  a  long  war,  unlefs  Flanders 
fhould  be  loft,  and  in  that  cafe  the  States  mud  make 
the  beft  terms  they  could  :  that  he  expected  a  very  ill 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  to  make  an  ill  figure  in  it 
himfelf,  and  to  bear  the  fhame  of  faults  that  others 
would  make  ;  but  if  the  Emperor  performed  what  he 
had  promifed,  the  campaign  might  not  end  as  it  be- 
gan :  that,  however,  he  was  in,  and  mnft  go  on,  & 
quand  on  eft  a  la  grande  meffe9  ony  eft  [and  when  one  is 
at  high-mafs,  one  is  at  it],  meaning,  I  fnppofe,  that 
one  mufl  flay  till  it  is  done,  becaufe  the  crowd  is  fo 
great  one  can't  get  out:  that  he  gave  his  majefty  thanks 
for  his  offer  of  handingover  to  France  any  proportion 
he  fhould  make;  but  that  never  was  his  meaning; 
for  if  it  had,  he  could  eafily  have  found  a  direcler  way : 
that  his  intention  was  only  to  enter  into  a  confidence 
with  his  majefty  upon  the  fubjecr.  of  the  peace,  and  to 
owe  it  wholly  to  him  ;  but  if  any  thing  was  propofed 
by  the  king  to  France  otherwife  than  as  his  own 
thoughts,  it  mufl  be  from  the  body  of  the  alliance, 
and  not  from  him. 

After  thefe  difcourfes,  the  prince  went  immediately 
away  for  the  Hague.,  and  I  returned  to  Nimeguen  ; 
where  all  negotiations  feemed  wholly  at  a  fland,  andfo 
continued  till  towards  the  end  of  April.  In  this  time 
arrived  monfieur  Stratman,  one  of  the  Imperial  am- 
baffadors  ■,  monfieur  Chriftin,  one  of  the  Spanifh  ;  but 
he  and  Don  Pedro  having  only  the  character  of  pleni- 
potentiaries, and  pretending  thereupon  the  treatment 
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of  ambafTadors,  and  the  French  and  Swedes  refufing 
it  to  that  character,  they  continued  incognito  till  the 
arrival  of  the  marquis  de  Ealbaces. 

For  monfieur  Stratman,  upon  his  notification  to  the 
feveral  ambafTadors  (at  the  fame  time,  as  he  faid)  the 
Dane  and  the  Swede  made  him  firfr.  their  vifits,  and  af- 
ter them  the  French :  whereupon,  having  firfl  made  his 
to  the  mediators,  he  returned  them  to  the  Swede,  the 
Dane  being  out  of  town ;  after  which  he  fent  to  de- 
mand an  hour  of  the  French  ;  but  monfieur  D'Eflrades 
returned  him  anfwer,  that,  having  failed  of  the  refpect 
due  to  the  king  his  mafler,  they  would  not  admit  of 
any  vifit  from  him.  Hereupon  monfieur  Kinfki  and 
monfieur  Stratman  defired  us  to  afk  upon  what  point 
the  French  refufed  their  vifit,  faying,  it  could  be  upon 
no  other  but  a  pretence  of  preference  to  all  other  crowns, 
and  expecting  the  firfl  vifits  to  be  made  to  the  French, 
though  other  ambafTadors  had  firfl  vifited  the  Impe- 
rialifls.  This  they  defired  much  the  French  would 
avow,  believing  it  would  embroil  them  with  the 
Swedes  as  well  as  with  us,  who  they  knew  would  de- 
clare againft  any  fuch  pretence.  But  the  French,  upon 
our,  application  from  the  Imperialifls,  kept  flanch  to 
their  firfl  anfwer,  that  monfieur  Stratman  avcit  manque 
du  refpett  au  roy  leur  maifire  [had  been  wanting  in  the 
refpecl  due  to  the  king  their  mailer]  that  he  had  done 
it  in  feveral  points,  and  knew  very  well  in  what :  and. 
further  than  this  they  would  not  enter  into  the  matter, 
but  continued  pofitive  in  refufing  the  vifit. 

Whilfl  fuch  matters  as  thefe  helped  to  amufe  the 
congrefs,  and  keep  them  in  countenance,  the  efTenrial 
parts  of  the  treaty  were  managed  in  the  field:  France 
had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  blocked  up  Cambray; 
and  Valenciennes  about  the  end  of  February.  Having 
provided  fufficient  magazines  in  the  winter  for  the  fub~ 
fiflence  of  their  forces,  they  began  to  break  into  Flan- 
ders, and  into  the  parts  of  Germany,  on  the  other  fide 

the 
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the  Rhine,  and  with  all  the  moft  cruel  ravages  of  burn- 
ing and  fpoiling  thole  parts  of  Germany  that  could  be 
exercifed,  and  fuch  as  had  not  yet  been  ufed  on  either 
fide  fince  the  war  began.  The  allies  made  complaints 
of  this  new  manner  of  war  to  his  majefty  ;  who  employ- 
ed his  offices  towards  France,  to  hinder  fuch  profecu- 
tion  of  a  quarrel,  while  a  peace  was  treating  under  his 
mediation :  But  the  thing  was  done,  and  their  point 
was  gained  •,  which  was,  by  an  entire  ruin  of  the 
country  to  hinder  the  Imperialifts  from  finding  any 
fubfiftence  for  their  troops,  if  they  mould  march  into 
Alface,  and  thereby  divert  thofe  forces  that  the  French 
refolved  to  employ  this  fpring  in  Flanders,  before  the 
Dutch  could  take  the  field  and  march  to  the  relief  of 
thofe  places  they  intended  to  attack. 

About  the  feventeenth  of  March,  the  king  of  France 
took  Valenciennes ;  having  furmounted  the  very  force 
of  the  feafons,  and  fat  down  before  it  about  the  begin- 
ning of  that  month.  From  thence  he  marched  with  a 
mighty  army,  and  laid  fiege  to  Cambray  with  one  part^ 
of  it,  and  to  St.  Omer  with  the  other,  under  the  duke 
of  Orleans.  After  five  days  fiege  from  the  opening  of 
the  trenches,  he  took  Cambray,  like  all  the  other  Spa- 
nifh  towns,  by  furrender  upon  articles  •,  but  the  citadel 
held  out  for  fome  days  longer. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch,  having  received  their 
payments  due  from  Spain,  and  finding  the  French  to 
go  on  with  their  defign  upon  Flanders,  whilft  the  treaty 
ferved  but  for  an  amufement,  refolved  to  go  on  with 
the  war  for  another  campaign ;  being  kept  up  to  this 
refolution  by  the  vigour  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  in 
preffing  them  upon  the  obfervance  of  their  treaties,  and 
purfuit  of  their  intereil,  in  the  defence  of  Flanders. 
Upon  the  firft  motion  of  the  French,  the  prince  had 
begun  to  prepare  for  that  of  his  troops  likewife,  and 
prefTedthe  Spaniards  to  have  theirs  in  readinefs  to  join 
him  %  and  with  all  imaginable  endeavours  provided 

for 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  1 679 .  399 l 

fbr  die  fubfiftance  of  his  army  in  their  march  through 
Flanders,  which  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  care  of. 
But  with  all  the  diligence  and  application  that  could 
be  ufed,  he  could  not  come  to  the  relief  either  of  Va- 
lenciennes or  Cambray  •,  but  with  part  of  the  forces  of 
the  States  alone,  and  without  either  troops,  orfo  much 
as  guides,  furnifhed  him  by  the  Spaniards,  he  march- 
ed directly  towards  St.  Omer,  refolute  to  raife  that 
fiege  with  the  hazard  of  a  battle,  at  what  difadvantage 
foever.     The  duke  of  Orleans,  leaving  a  fmall  part  of 
his   troops  to  defend  his  trenches  before  St.  Omer, 
marched  to  meet  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  upon  the 
way  was  re-inforced  by  monfieur  de  Luxemburgh  with 
all  the  troops  the  French  king  could  fend  out  of  his 
army,  leaving  only  enough  to  continue  the  fiege  before 
the  citadel  of  Cambray.  Thefe  armies  met,  and  fought 
with  great  bravery  at  Mont-CafTel,  where,  after  a  fharp 
difpute,  the  firft  regiment  of  the  Dutch  infantry  began 
to  break,  and  fall  into  diforder :  the  prince  went  im- 
mediately to  that  part  where  the  fhake  began,  rallied 
them  feveral  times,  and  renewed  the  charge,  but  at 
laft  was  borne  down  by  the  plain  flight  of  his  men, 
whom  he  was  forced  to  refill:  like  enemies,  and  fall  in 
among  them  with  his  fword  in  his  hand  •,  and,  cutting 
the  firft  crofs  the  face,  cried  out  aloud,  Coquin,  je  te 
marquerai  au  moins,  a  fin  de  te  faire  petidre  [rafcal,  I'll 
fet  a  mark  on  thee  at  lead,  that  I  may  hang  thee  after- 
wards.] Voice  nor  actions,  threats  nor  examples,  could 
give  courage  to  men  that  had  already  loft  it  •,  and  fo  the 
prince  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  ftream   that  carried 
him  back  to  the  reft  of  his  troops,  which  yet  flood 
firm;  with  whom,  and  what  he  could  gather  of  thofe 
that  had  been  routed,  he  made  a  retreat  that  wanted 
little  of  the  honour  of  a  victory  •,    and  will,  by  the 
confeiTion  of  his  enemies,  make  a  part  of  that  great 
character  they  fo  juftly  allow  him.     The  fafety  of  the 
Dutch  army,  upon  this  misfortune,  was  bv  them  whol- 
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ly  owed  to  his  highnefs's  conduct  as  well  as  braver^ 
in  the  courfe  of  this  action  -,  after  which,  both  St. 
Omer  and  the  citadel  of  Cambray  were  furrendered  to 
the  French  about  the  twentieth  of  April,  with  which 
the  Spaniards  loft  the  main  ftrength  of  their  frontier  of 
Flanders  on  that  fide  (as  they  had  done  that  on  the 
other  fide  by  Aeth  and  Charleroy  in  the  former  war) 
and  all  the  hopes  of  raifing  any  contributions  in  France, 
which  was  a  great  part  of  the  fubfiftance  of  the  Spanifh 
troops  ;  fo  as  there  now  remained  nothing  of  frontier 
considerable,  befides  Namur  and  Mons  to  the  land, 
Oflend  and  Newport  to  the  fea ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands  confifted  only  of  great  towns,  by 
which  no  refiftance  could  be  hoped  for  whenever  the 
French  mould  think  fit  to  attack  them,  and  could  fpare 
men  enough  to  garrifon  them  when  they  fhould  be  ta- 
ken. For  the  greatnefs  of  thofe  towns,  and  multitude 
of  inhabitants,  and  their  inveterate  hatred  to  the  French 
government,  was  fuch,  as  without  very  great  garri- 
fons  they  could  not  be  held,  unlefs,  upon  one  fudden 
conqueft  and  great  revolution,  the  whole  Spanifh  Ne- 
therlands mould  become  French,  and  thereby  be 
made  a  new  frontier  towards  the  Dutch  and  Germans* 
and,  like  a  new  conqueft,  the  feat  of  their  armies. 

This  the  Spaniards  thought  would  never  be  fuffered, 
neither  by  England  nor  Holland  ;  and  fo  they  feemed 
to  have  abandoned  the  fate  of  Flanders  to  their  care, 
with  a  reflgnation  that  became  good  Chriftians,  rather 
than  good  reafoners.  For  I  have  long  obferved,  from 
all  I  have  feen,  or  heard,  or  read  in  ftory,  that  no- 
thing is  fo  fallacious,  as  to  reafon  upon  the  counfeis 
or  conduct:  of  princes  or  ftates,  from  what  one  con- 
ceives to  be  the  true  intereft  of  their  countries  ;  for 
there  is  in  all  places  an  intereft  of  thofe  that  govern, 
and  another  of  thofe  that  are  governed  :  nay,  among 
thefe,  there  is  an  intereft  of  quiet  men,  that  defire  on- 
ly to  keep  what  they  have  -9  and  another  of  unquiet 
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men,  who  defire  to  acquire  what  they  have  not  -,  and 
by  violent,  if  they  cannot  by  lawful  means.     There- 
fore I  never  could  find  a  better  way  of  judging  the 
refolutions  of  a  ftate,  than  by  the  perfonal  temper  and 
understanding,  or  pafiions  and  humours,  of  the  princes, 
or  chief  minifters,  that  were  for  the  time  at  the  head 
of  affairs.     But  the  Spaniards  reafoned  only  from  what 
they  thought  the  intereft  of  each  country.    They  knew 
Holland  would  favc  Flanders,  if  they  could,  and  Eng- 
land they  were  fure  could  if  they  would,  and  believed 
would  be  brought  to  it  at  laft  by  the  increafe  of  the 
danger,  and  force  of  their  own  intereft,  and  the  hu- 
mour of  the  people.    In  this  hope  or  prefumption  they 
were  a  great  deal  flattered  by  their  minifters  then  in 
England,  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  envoy  from  Spain, 
and  Fonfeca  conful  there  ;  who  did  indeed  very  indu- 
ftrioufly  foment  the  heats  that  began  about  this  time  to 
appear  in  the  parliament,  upon  the  appreheafions  of 
the  French  conquefts  both  in  Flanders  and  Sicily  :  which 
moved  them,  about  the  end  of  March,  to  make  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  representing  the  progreflfes  of  France, 
and  de  firing  his  majefty  to  put  a  ftop  to  them,  before 
they  grew  dangerous  to  England,  as  well  as  to  their 
neighbours.     Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  told  fome  of  the 
commons,   that  the  king  was  very  angry  at  this  ad- 
drefs,    and   had  faid  upon   it,  that  the  authors  of  it 
were  a  company  of  rogues  >  which  made  a  great  noife 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.     The  king  refented  it  as  a 
piece  of  malice  in  Salinas,  or  at  lead  as  adefign  to  in- 
flame the  houfe  ;  and  thereupon  ordered  him  to  depart 
the  kingdom  within  certain  days.  Yet,  about  a  month 
after,  the  parliament  made  another  addrefs,  upon  the 
fame  occafion  ;  defiring  his  majefty  to  make  a  league 
ofFenfive  and  defenfive  with  the  States -General,  for  op- 
pofing  the  progrefs  of  the  French  conquefts.  This  his 
majefty    received  as  an  invafion  of  his  prerogative, 
Vol.  II,  D  d  made 
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made  them  an  angry  anfwer,  and  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment till  the  winter  following;. 

However,  France  had  fo  much  regard  to  the  jealou- 
fies  raifed  both  in  England  and  Holland,  of  their  defio-n- 
ing  an  entire  conqueit  of  Flanders,  that,  after  having 
gained  thofe  three  important  frontier-towns  fo  early  in 
the  fpring,  and  difperfed  his  army  after  that  expedi- 
tion, that  king  returned  home;  writ  to  his  majefty, 
that  to  mew  he  had  no  intention  to  conquer  Flanders, 
but  only  to  make  a  general  peace,  he  was  contented, 
notwithftandino-  the  ^reat  advantages  and  forces  he  had 
at  prefent,  to  make  a  general  truce,  in  cafe  his  allies 
the  Swedes  would  agree  to  it  -,  which  he  defired  his  ma- 
jefty to  inform  himielf  of,  lince  he  had  not  convenience 
of  doing  it,  for  want  of  liberty  of  couriers  into  Sweden. 

The  contents  of  this  letter  were  pronedby  the  French 
ambaliadors  at  Nimeguen  among  the  feveral  minifters 
there,  till  they  found  it  had  an  effect  contrary  to  what 
was  intended,  and  was  taken  by  all  for  too  grofs  an 
artifice.  It  pafled  very  ill  with  monfieur  Van  Bever- 
ning  himielf,  who,  of  all  others  there,  was  the  mod 
paffionately  bent  upon  the  peace.  But  he  faid  openly 
upon  this,  that  the  French  were  to  be  commended,  who 
never  neglected  any  thing  of  importance,  nor  fo  much 
as  of  amufement :  that  France  had  given  their  blow, 
and  would  now  hinder  the  allies  from  giving  theirs:  that 
the  referve  of  Sweden's  confent  was  an  eafy  way  of 
avoiding  the  truce,  if  the  allies  mould  accept  it :  that 
this  itfelf  could  not  be  done,  becaufe  Flanders  would 
be  left  fo  open,  as  to  be  eafily  fwallowed  up  by  the  next 
invafion,  having  no  frontier  on  either  fide :  that  the 
towns,  now  pofTefTed  by  France,  would  in  the  time  of 
a  truce  grow  ablblutely  French,  and  fo  the  harder  to 
be  reftored  by  a  peace  or  a  war  :  that,  for  his  part,  he 
defired  the  peace  ;  contrary  to  the  politics  of  monfieur 
Van  Beuninghen,  and  the  other  minifters  of  the  allies 
in  England ,  affirming  always,  that,  notwithstanding 
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all  their  intrigues  and  intelligences  there,  he,  monfieur 
Van  Beverning,  was  afTured,  that  his  majefty  would 
not  enter  into  the  war,  to  lave  the  laft  town  in  Flan- 
ders.    This  confidence  made  him  purfue  all  the  ways 
towards  a  peace,  and  by  paces  which  fome  thought  for- 
warder than  his  commiffion,  and  very  ill  concerted 
with  thofe  of  his  allies.     About  the  middle  of  April, 
he  brought  us  the  project  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  both 
for  France  and  Sweden,  and  defired  we  would  make  the 
communication  of  them  5   which   we  did   for  form, 
though  we  knew  that  thofe  minifters  had  been  before 
pofTefTed  of  them  from  the  Dutch  ambafTadors  them- 
felves.     And,  fome  few  days  after,  they  entered  into 
conferences  upon  this  project  at  the  French  ambafla- 
dor's  houfe,  whom  they  found  very  eafy  in  the  terms 
the  Dutch  infilled  on  for  their  commerce,  which  was 
all  that  could  make  any  difficulty  between  them. 

1677.  About  the  end  of  April,  the  minifters  of  the 
allies  came,  and  prefented  us  their  feveral  anfwers  in 
writing  to  the  French  proportions  •,  which  they  offered 
to  leave  with  us,  whenever  v/e  mould  affure  them  that 
the  French  and  Swedes  were  ready  with  theirs.   Upon 
this  communication  given  to  the  French,  they  were  po- 
fitive  to  give  no  anfwer  in  writing,  nor  to  receive  any, 
ailedging  both  reafon  and  example  for  their  opinion  ; 
this  from  the  practice  of  the  Munfter-treaty,  that  from 
the  danger  of  the  invective  ftyle  or  language  that  are  apt 
to  enter  into  the  writings  of  each  party  upon  fuch  oc~ 
cafions.     The  allies  were  for  fome  time  as  peremptory 
in  their  refolution  of  delivering  their  anfwer  in  writ- 
ing ;  but  both  at  laft  agreed  upon  the  expedient  we 
propofed,  of  dictating  to  us  what  they  intended  fhould 
be  faid  to  the  other  party,  of  our  fetting  the  fubftance 
down  in  writing,  and  reading  it  over  to  them  fir  ft  who 
dictated  to  us,  fo  as  they  might  be  judges  whether  we 
had  rightly  apprehended  and  exprdied  their  meaning ; 
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and  yet  the  thing  might  go  in  our  ftyle,  and  not  in 
theirs ;  by  which  all  fharpriefs  and  provocation  would 
be  avoided. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  arrived  prefident  Canon, 
envoy  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  put  his  mailer's 
pretenfions  into  our  hands ;  upon  which  the  allies  ex- 
pected a  return  of  thofe  from  France  upon  that  duke, 
no  room  being  now  left  for  delaying  them  from  the 
want  of  a  miniiter  upon  the  place  :  but  the  French 
faid  very  plainly,  it  was  a  matter  they  were  not  inftruct- 
ed  in  5  which  the  allies  received  with  great  itomach, 
and  perpetual  complaints  to  us  the  mediators  ;  all 
profe fling  they  were  refolved  not  to  proceed  in  the 
treaty,  without  carrying  on  the  interefts  of  that  duke, 
an  equal  pace  with  their  own. 

About  the  end  of  May,  arrived  the  pope's  Nuncio  % 
whereupon  the  Swedifh  and  Dan-ifh  ambaffadors  refort- 
ed  immediately  to  us,  defiring  to  know  how  we  intend- 
ed to  carry  ourfelves  in  what  regarded  that  miniiter ; 
profe  fling  themfelves  to  be  much  in  pain,  being  on 
one  fide  very  much  prefled,  the  Swedes  by  the  French, 
and  the  Danes  by  thelmperialifts  and  Spaniards,  to  the 
interchange  at  leafl  of  common  ceremonies  and  civili- 
ties with  a  miniiter  for  whom  they  all  with  emulation 
profeffed  fo  great  refpect  and  deference  r  on  the  other 
fide,  the  Swedes  and  Danes  pretended  neither  to  have 
inftruction  nor  example  from  their  refpective  courts, 
to  determine  them  in  this  matter  §  but  faid  they  were 
refolved  to  obferve  and  confider  the  (leps  that  fhould 
be  made  by  us.  We  cut  the  bufinefs  very  ihort,  and 
declared  to  them  our  refolution  to  have  no  fort  of  com- 
merce with  the  pope's  Nuncio,  either  in  the  affairs  of 
our  function,  or  in  matters  of  ceremony ;  and  told 
them,  our  orders  from  court  were  fo  precife  in  this 
point,  that  they  would  admit  of  no  debate.  The' 
next  day,  monfieur  Colbert  and  monfieur  D'Avaux 
came  fo\Tud\\y  to  give  us  part  of  the  Nuncio's  arrival, 

and 
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and  of  his  defire  to  make  us  his  firft  compliments,  if 
he  might  know  they  would  be  received  :  our  anfvver 
to  them  was  the  fame  we  had  made  to  the  Swedes  and 
Danes;  and,  foon  after,  all  the  minifters  of  proteft- 
ant  princes  at  Nimeguen  refolved  to  follow  our  exam- 
ple, and  to  have  no  commerce  at  all  with  the  Nun- 
cio. 

About  the  fame  time,  after  many  meffages  carried 
by  us  between  the  parties,  they  were  perfuaded  at  lafb 
into  the  agreement  of  delivering  and  exchanging,  by 
our  hands,  their  anfwers  to  each  others  proportions  in 
writing,  tho'  without  pretending  to  purfue  that  me- 
thod in  the  fucceeding  paces  of  the  negotiation.  Nor 
was  there  need  of  that  caution,  for  this  I  take  to  have 
been  the  laft  pace  of  any  free  and  general  negotiation 
between  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  and  in  the  trea- 
ty -,  nor  were  the  anfwers  any  thing  nearer  agreeing, 
than  the  firft  proportions. 

The  laft  day  of  May,  arrived  the  marquis  de  Bal- 
baces,  firft  ambaffador  from  Spain  ;  and,  about  the 
fame  time,  my  lord  Berkley  returned  into  England, 
where  he  languifhed  out  the  reft  of  the  fumrner,  and 
died. 

About  the  7th  of  June,  the  Dutch  ambafiadors 
brought  us  the  projecl:  of  a  treaty  between  them  and 
France,  digefted  and  extended  in  all  its  forms  and  ar- 
ticles ;  and  told  us  foon  after,  they  had,  in  a  confer- 
ence upon  it  with  the  French  ambaftadors,  agreed  in 
a  manner  all  the  points  of  it ;  at  leaft,  that  there  re- 
mained but  two,  which  concerned  commerce  only,  un- 
determined between  them,  which  they  doubted  not 
would  be  agreed  likewife  upon  return  of  the  French 
difpatches  from  court :  that,  after  their  bufinefs  was 
ended,  they  would  perform  the  beft  offices  they  could 
between  their  allies  and  the  French.  And  indeed,  by 
the  beginning  of  July,  all  points  were  accordingly 
agreed  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  and  monfieur 
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Van  Beverning  began  to  play  the  part  of  fomething 
more  than  a  mediator  ;  preffing  on  his  allies  towards  a 
peace  with  paces  very  earner!  and  fomething  roughs 
and,  as  fome  believed,  more  than  he  had  order  for 
from  his  mailers,  who  yet  pretended  to  hold  hands 
with  their  allies.  But  monfieur  Van  Beverning  pro- 
fefTed  to  believe,  that  their  friends  at  the  Hague  were 
impofed  upon  by  Van  Beuninghcn  and  the  Spanifh  mi- 
nifcers  at  London,  who  ftill  animated  them  with  hopes 
of  the  king's  entering  into  the  war,  or  at  leaft  preferr- 
ing a  plan  of  the  peace  to  be  received  by  all  parties  j 
which  Van  Beverning  believed  neither  one  nor  the  other 
of,  and  pretended  to  be  morally  aim  red  of  his  opini- 
on, and  thereupon  grounded  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
a  peace. 

In  this  month,  the  duke  of  Zell  began  to  make  a 
difficulty  offending  the  five  thoufand  men  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  the  allies,  without  fome  new  ftipulations ;  and 
the  French  offered  a  guaranty  to  the  houfe  of  Lunen- 
burg of  all  their  conquefls  on  the  Swede  in  Bremen,  up- 
on a  neutrality  to  be  declared  by  thofe  dukes  •,  which 
beo-an  to  give  great  umbrages  to  the  allies,  as  well  as 
the  Swedes,  of  ibme  feparate  meafures  like  to  be  con- 
cluded between  France  and  the  whole  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick.  The  Dutch  ambaffadors  were  like  wife  in  pain, 
upon  new  intelligence,  both  from  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
about  a  feparate  peace  being  treated  between  Don  John 
and  the  French,  with  an  exchange  of  the  Spanifh  Ne- 
therlands for  what  mould  be  refcored  them  in  Rouflillon 
and  Sicily.  The  minifcers  of  the  confederates  made 
great  inftances  in  England,  that  his  majefty  would  re- 
call his  troops  that  were  in  the  French  fervice,  attribu- 
ting moft  of  their  fucceffes  in  Germany  to  the  bravery 
of  thofe  Engiim  regiments.  But  his  majefty  excufed 
it  upon  the  equality  of  a  Mediator,  fince  there  were 
Engiim  troops  of  greater  number  in  the  fervice  of  the 
allies :  who  took  this  anfwer  however  for  an  ill  fign  of 

that 
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that  profecution  which  they  hoped  from  his  majefty 
for  the  relief  of  their  languifhing  affairs.  The  hopes 
of  thofe  great  actions  promifed  by  the  Imperialiits  this 
fummer  on  the  Rhine  began  to  flat,  their  troops  find- 
ing no  fubfifrance  in  thole  countries,  which  had  been 
wholly  defolated  by  the  French  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  to  prevent  their  march.  The  prince  of  Orange 
obferving  all  thefe  circumftances,  and  forefeeing  no  re- 
fource  for  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  unlefs  from  his  ma- 
jefty ;  and  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  an  unactive  fum- 
mer in  Flanders,  the  French  refolving  not  to  come  to  a 
battle,  and  he  not  able  to  form  a  fiege,  and  oppofe  a 
French  army  that  mould  come  to  relieve  it-,  hefentmon- 
fieur  Bentinck  over  into  England  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  to  defire  his  majefty's  leave  that  he  might 
make  a  journey  thither  fo  foon  as  the  campaign  ended. 
He  received  a  civil  anfwer  \  but  with  wifhes  from  the 
king,  that  he  would  firft  think  of.  making  the  peace, 
and  rather  defer  his  journey  till  that  were  concluded. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  my  fon  came  over  to 
me  at  Nimeguen,  and  brought  me  letters  from  my 
lord  treafurer,  to  fignify  his  majt fly's  pleaiure  that  I 
mould  come  over,  and  enter  upon  the  fecretary  of 
ftate's  office,  which  Mr.  Coventry  had  offered  his  ma- 
jefty to  lay  down  upon  the  payment  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  :  that  the  king  would  pay  half  the  money, 
and  I  muft  lay  down  the  reft  at  prefent ;  though  his 
lordihip  did  not  doubt  but  the  king  would  find  the 
way  of  eafing  me  in  time  of  that  too.  I  writ  imme- 
diately to  my  lord  treafurer  to  make  my  acknowledge- 
ment to  his  majefty  •,  but  at  the  fame  time  my  excufes, 
that  I  was  not  in  a  condition  to  lay  down  fuch  a  fum, 
my  father  being  ftill  alive,  and  keeping  the  eftate  of 
the  family ;  and  defiring  that  the  king's  intention 
might  at  leaft  be  refpited  till  he  faw  how  the  prefent 
treaty  was  like  to  determine.  In  return  of  my  letters, 
on  the  fecond  of  July,  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  king's 

D  d  4  meiTen- 
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mefTengers,  being  fent  exprefs,  and  making  great  di- 
ligence, arrived  at  Nimeguen,  and  brought  me  his  ma- 
jeily's  commands  to  repair  immediately  over  in  a  yacht 
which  he  had  fent  on  purpofe  for  me  •,  in  obedience  to 
this  command  I  left  Nimeguen,  but  without  any  cere- 
mony, pretending  only  a  fudden  journey  to  England, 
but  faying  nothing  of  theoccafion,  further  than  to  my 
nearefl  friends. 

At  my  arrival,  the  king  afked  me  many  queftions 
about  my  journey,  about  the  congrefs,  draping  us  for 
fpending  him  fo  much  money,  and  doing  nothing* 
and  about  Sir  Lionel,  afking  me  how  I  had  bred  him, 
and  how  he  pafTed  among  the  ambaffadors  there;  and 
other  pleafantries  upon  that  fubject.  After  a  good  deal 
of  this  kind  of  converfation,   he  told  me,  I  knew  for 
what  he  had  fent  for  me  over,  and  that  it  was  what  he 
had  long  intended  ;  and  I  was  not  to  thank  him,  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  know  any  body  elfe  to  bring  into  that 
place.    I  told  his  majeity,  that  it  was  too  great  a  com- 
pliment for  me,  but  was  a  very  ill  one  to  my  country, 
and  which  I  thought  it  did  not  deferve  :  that  I  believ- 
ed there  were  a  great  many  in  it  fit  for  that,  or  any 
other  place  he  had  to  give  •,  and  I  could  name  two  in 
a  breath  that  I  would  undertake  mould  make  better  fe- 
cretaries  of  flate  than  I.  The  king  faid,  c  Go,  get  you 
c  gone  to  Sheen  ;  we  mall  have  no  good  of  you  till  you 
4  have  been  there;  and,  when  you  have  refted  yourieif, 
*  come  up  again.'     I  never  faw  him  in  better  humour, 
nor  ever  knew  a  more  agreeable  converfation  when  he 
was   fo  -,  and,  where   he  was  pleated  to  be  familiar, 
great  quicknefs  of  conception,   great  pleafantnefs  of 
wit,  with  great  variety  of  knowledge,  more  obferva- 
tion  and  truer  judgment  of  men,  than  one  would  have 
imagined  by  fo  carelefs  and  eafy  a  manner  as  was  na- 
tural to  him  in  all  he  faid  or  did.     From  his  own  tem- 
per, he  defired  nothing  but  to  be  eafy  himfelf,  and 
that  every  body  elfe  ihould  be  fo ;  and  would  have  been 
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glad  to  fee  the  lead  of  his  fubjects  pleafed,  and  to  re- 
fufe  no  man  what  he  afked.  But  this  foftnefs  of  tem- 
per made  him  apt  to  fall  into  the  perfuafions  of  who- 
ever had  his  kindnefs  and  confidence  for  the  time,  how 
different  foever  from  the  opinions  he  was  of  before ; 
and  he  was  very  eafy  to  change  hands,  when  thefe  he 
employed  feemed  to  have  engaged  him  in  any  difficul- 
ties :  fo  as  nothing  looked  fteady  in  the  conduct  of 
his  affairs,  nor  aimed  at  any  certain  end.  Yet  fare  no 
prince  has  more  qualities  to  make  him  loved,  with  a 
great  many  to  make  him  efleemed,  and  ail  without  a 
grain  of  pride  or  vanity  in  his  whole  conftitution:  nor 
can  he  fufFer  flattery  in  any  kind,  growing  uneafy  upon 
the  firft  approaches  of  it,  and  turningitoffto  fomething 
elfe.  But  this  humour  has  made  him  lofe  many  great 
occafions  of  glory  to  himfelf,  and  greatnefs  to  his  crown, 
which  the  conjunctures  of  his  reign  confpired  to  put 
into  his  hand  -,  and  have  made  way  for  the  afpiring 
thoughts  and  defigns  of  a  neighbour  prince,  which 
would  not  have  appeared,  or  could  not  have  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  world,  without  the  applications  and  arts  em- 
ployed to  manage  this  eafy  and  inglorious  humour  of 
the  king. 

I  {laid  two  days  at  Sheen,  in  which  time  fome  of 
fecretary  Coventry's  friends  had  prevailed  with  him  not 
to  part  with  his  place,  if  he  could  help  it,  unlets  the 
king  would  let  him  recommend  the  perfon  to  fucceed 
him,  who  mould  pay  all  the  money  he  expected,  and 
which  the  king;  had  charged  himfelf  with.     When  I 

o  o 

came  to  town,  the  king  told  me  in  his  clofet  all  that 
had  parTed  between  him  and  Mr.  Coventry  the  day  be- 
fore upon  this  occafion :  that  he  did  not  underftand 
what  he  .meant,  nor  what  was  at  the  bottom  -,  for  he 
had  firft  fpoke  to  his  majefty  about  parting  with  his 
place,  faid  his  health  would  not  go  through  with  it, 
made  the  price  he  expedted  for  it,  and  concluded  all 
before  he  had  fent  for  me  over  :  that  now  he  pretended 

he 
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he  did  not  mean  to  quit  it,  unlefs  he  might  preftnt  one 
to  fucceed  him ;  and  he  hoped  he  had  not  delerved 
his  majefty  mould  turn  him  out.  But  the  king  faid 
upon  it,  that  under  favour,  he  was  refolved  to  take 
him  at  his  word ;  and  fo  he  had  told  him,  and  left 
him  to  digeft  it  as  he  could.  Upon  this  I  reprefented 
to  the  king,  how  old  and  true  a  fervant  Mr.  Coventry 
Jiad  been  of  his  father  and  him ;  how  well  he  had 
ferved  him  in  this  place  5  how  well  he  was  able  to 
do  it  ilill  by  the  great  credit  he  had  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  where  the  king's  great  bufinefs  lay  in  the 
ill  ftate  of  his  revenue ;  how  ill  fuch  a  treatment 
would  agree  with  his  majefty's  nature  and  cuftoms : 
and  for  my  own  part,  that  it  would  be  a  great  favour 
to  me  to  refpite  this  change,  till  he  faw  what  was  like 
to  become  of  the  treaty,  or  the  war  •,  and  thentfore  I 
begged  of  him  that  he  would  not  force  a  good  fecre- 
tary  out,  and  perhaps  an  ill  one  in,  againft  both  their 
wills ;  but  let  Mr.  Coventry  keep  it,  at  leaft  till  he 
feemed  more  willing  to  part  with  it.  The  king  faid, 
Well  then,  he  would  let  it  alone  for  the  prefent,  but 
did  not  doubt,  in  a  little  time,  one  or  other  of  us 
would  change  our  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  defign  of  my  journey  was 
known,  my  lord  Arlington  and  others  (till  afking  me 
when  they  mould  give  me  joy  of  it,  and  many  making 
applications  to  me  for  places  in  the  office,  which  made 
the  court  uneafier  to  me,  and  increafed  my  known  hu- 
mour of  loving  the  country,  and  being  as  much  in  it 
as  I  could.  However,  when  I  came  to  court,  the  king 
fell  often  into  converfation  with  me,  and  often  in  his 
clofet  alone,  or  with  none  other  prefent  befides  the 
duke  or  my  lord  treafurer,  and  often  both.  The  fub- 
ject  of  thefe  conventions  was  ufually  the  peace,  and 
the  prince  of  Orange's  journey  into  England.  The 
king  always  exprelfed  a  great  defire  for  the  firft,  but 
not  at  all  for  the  other  till  that  was  concluded.     He 

faid, 
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fold,  his  parliament  would  never  be  quiet  nor  eafy  to 
him  while  the  war  lafted  abroad  :  they  had  got  it  in- 
to their  heads  to  draw  him  into  it,  whether  he  would 
or  no  :  that  they  pretended  public  ends,  and  dangers 
from  France,  and  there  might  be  both  meant  by  a  great 
many  honeft  men  among  them  j  but  the  heats  and 
diftempers  of  late  had  been  raifed  by  fome  factious 
leaders,  who  thought  more  of  themfelves  than  of  any 
thing  clfe,  had  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war,  and 
then  leave  him  in  it,  unleis  they  might  have  their  terms 
in  removing  and  rilling  of  places ;  and  he  was  very 
loth  to  be  fo  much  at  their  mercy,  as  he  mould  be  if 
he  were  once  engaged  in  the  war :  that,  befides,  he 
faw  the  longer  it  continued,  the  worfe  it  would  be  for 
the  confederates  •,  more  of  Flanders  would  be  loft  eve- 
ry day ;  the  conduct  of  Spain  muft  certainly  ruin  all 
in  time  -,  and  therefore  he  would  fain  have  the  prince 
make  the  peace  for  them,  if  they  would  not  do  it  for 
themfelves  :  that,  if  he  and  the  prince  could  fall  into 
the  terms  of  it,  he  was  fure  it  might  be  done.  And, 
after  feveral  difcourfes  upon  this  fubject  for  near  a 
month,  his  majefty  at  laft  told  me,  he  had  a  great 
mind  1  mould  make  a  fhort  turn  to  the  prince,  and 
try  if]  could  perfuade  him  to  it;  and  arTure  him,  that, 
after  it  was  agreed,  he  mould  be  the  gladdeft  in  the 
world  to  fee  him  in  England.  The  duke  and  my  lord 
treafurer  both  prefled  me  upon  the  fame  point ;  but  I 
told  them,  at  a  long  conference  upon  it,  how  often  I 
had  been  employed  upon  this  errand  to  the  prince, 
how  unmoveabie  I  had  found  him,  and  how  fure  I  was 
to  find  him  fo  ftill,  unlefs  the  king  would  confider  of 
another  icheme  for  the  peace  than  had  been  yet  pro- 
poled  to  him,  and  wherein  he  might  reckon  upon  more 
fafety  to  Flanders,  as  well  as  to  his  own  honour  :  that 
I  had  fpent  all  my  fhot,  and  was  capable  of  faying  no 
more  to  him  than  I  had  done,  in  obedience  to  all  the 
inftruclions  I  had  received  ;  that  his  anfwer  had  been 

pofitive  1 
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pofitive  \  fo  that  fome  of  my  good  friends  at  court 
pretended  they  had  been  my  own  thoughts  rather  than 
the  prince's  :  that  his  majefly  would  do  well  to  try  an- 
other hand,  and  he  would  the  better  know  the  prince's 
mind,  if  his  anfwers  were  the  fame  to  both  •,  if  not, 
he  would  at  ieafl  know  how  ill  I  had  ferved  him.  The 
king  faid,  it  was  a  thing  of  confidence  between  him 
and  the  prince,  and  mull  be  fo  treated,  and  he  knew 
no  body  he  had  be  fides  to  fend.  I  told  him,  if  he 
pleafed  1  would  name  one  :  he  bid  me  ;  and  I  faid  Mr. 
Hide  was  idle  ever  fince  his  return  from  Nimeguen,  had 
been  entered  into  the  commifTion  of  the  mediators  there, 
flaid  with  us  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  might  pretend 
to  return  thither  to  exercife  the  fame  function  in  my 
abfence,  fince  the  commifTion  run  to  any  two  of  the 
number,  and  might  take  the  prince  of  Orange's  camp 
in  his  way  to  Nimeguen,  perform  the  king's  commands 
to  his  highnefs,  inform  himfelf  of  his  lafh  reiblution 
upon  thefubjecl  of  the  peace,  go  on  to  Nimeguen  with 
out  giving  any  jealoufy  to  the  allies,  or  without  the 
noife  that  my  going  would  make,  fince  Sir  Lionel  had 
writ  to  court  and  to  me,  that  Monfieur  Van  Beverning 
had  defired  all  paces  mould  flop  there  till  my  return, 
which  he  heard  would  be  fudden,  and  that  the  king 
would  fend  by  me  his  own  plan  of  the  peace.  The 
duke  fell  in  firft  to  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Hide's  go- 
ing ;  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  king  and  my  lord 
treafurer,  and  that  it  mould  be  as  foon  as  poffible. 
He  was  fent  for  accordingly,  and  difpatched  away  in 
all  points  as  I  had  propofed.  He  found  the  prince  at 
the  camp,  but  immoveable  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace 
upon  the  terms  his  majefly  had  thoughts  of  proceed- 
ing ;  gave  account  of  all  that  palTed  in  that  confer- 
ence to  the  king,  and  went  flraightaway  to  Nimeguen, 
and  writ  me  word  of  his  converfation  with  the  prince, 
and  that  he  never  faw  fuch  a  firmnefs  in  any  man. 

I  knew 
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I  knew  Mr.  Hide's  going  to  refide  at  Nimeguen 
would  be  of  great  comfort  and  fupport  to  Sir  Lionel, 
who  was  in  perpetual  agonies  (as  his  word  was)  after  he 
was  left  alone  in  that  If ation  \  having  ever  lb  much 
diftruit  of  his  own  judgment,  that,  though  he  had 
the  greater!  defire  that  could  be  to  do  well,  yet  he  ma- 
ny times  could  not  refolve  how  to  go  about  it ;  and 
v/as  often  as  much  perplexed  about  the  little  punctilio's 
of  vifit  and  ceremony  that  were  left  to  bufy  that  em- 
bafTy,  as  if  greater  affairs  had  ftill  attended  it.  Befides, 
he  lay  under  the  lafri  of  fecretary  Williamfon,  who, 
upon  old  grudges  between  them  at  Cologne,  never  fail- 
ed to  lay  hold  of  any  occafion  he  could  to  cenfure  his 
conduct,  and  expofe  it  at  the  foreign  committee,  where 
his  letters  were  read  to  his  majefty.  It  happened 
about  this  time,  that  the  Spanifh  ambafTadors,  firft  ap- 
pearing in  public  upon  a  new  commiflion  to  all  three, 
gave  immediate  notice  of  it  to  the  Imperialifts,  who 
made  their  vifit  upon  it,  and  were  within  two  hours 
revifited  by  the  Spaniards.  After  which,  they  fent 
their  formal  notifications  to  all  the  other  ambafTadors, 
and  to  the  mediators  in  the  firft  place.  Sir  Lionel  was 
in  pain,  having  orders  to  pretend  the  firft  rank  of  re- 
flect before  the  Imperialifts  as  well  as  other  ambaf- 
Tadors there  -,  and  not  to  yield,  if  he  came  in  competi- 
tion. He  had  likewife  another  order,  which  was, 
that  upon  matters  in  ceremony,  doubtful,  and  not  ad- 
mitting the  delay  of  new  orders,  he  mould  confult  with 
the  other  ambafTadors,  efpecially  French  and  Swedifh, 
who  ufed  to  carry  thofe  points  the  higheft,  and  govern 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  by  precedents  and  examples. 
He  confuked  both  thefe  ambafTadors,  whether  he 
mould  vifit  the  Spaniards,  after  their  having  given  the 
firft  notice  to  the  Imperialifts :  and  they  concluded, 
that  he  fhould  firft  know  of  them,  whether  it  was  done 
in  form,  as  to  ambafTadors  in  general ;  or  whether  it 
was  upon  the  account  of  the  near  alliance  in  blood  be- 
tween 
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tween  thofe  two  houfes  of  Auftria :  that,  if  it  were 
the  firft,  he  ought  not  to  vifit  them,  as  having  put  a 
diireiped  upon  the  mediation,  and  diftinguifhed  the 
Emperor  from  all  the  other  crowned  heads,  who  had 
yielded  the  precedence  wholly  to  them  •,  which  they 
would  not  have  done,  if  the  Emperor  had  refuied  it. 
But,  if  the  Spaniards  affirmed  it  was  only  upon  the 
nearnefs  of  blood  between  them,  none  of  the  other 
ambafTadors  need  take  any  notice  of  it,  fince  the  fame 
had  been  done  between  thofe  two  crowns  at  Munfter  up- 
on the  fame  fcore ;  which  being  there  declared,  it 
gave  no  offence  to  the  mediators,  though  they  were 
the  pope's  Nuncios,  with  whom  there  was  otherwife 
no  competition.     Sir  Lionel  was  fatisfied  by  the  Spani- 
ards (who  gave  it  him  in  writing)  that  the  vifits  were 
made  only  upon  the  fcore  of  kindred,  as  at  Munfter  ; 
and  thereupon  made  them  his  vifit,  and  received  theirs : 
for  which  he  was  fharply  reproved  by  fecretary  Willi - 
amibn's  letter  upon  it,  who  had  reprefented  it  to  the 
king  as  a  difobedience  to  a  pofitive  order,  and  giving 
up  the  point  to  the  Imperialifts.     But,  being  at  court 
loon  after  thefe  difpatches,  I  endeavoured  to  juftify 
my  collegue's  intentions  and  his  proceedings,  by  mew- 
ing that  he  had  conformed  to  his  other  orders  of  con- 
futing the  other  ambafTadors,  and  proceeding  accord- 
ing to  the  befl  precedent,  which  was  that  of  Munfter  -9 
and  that,  if  he  had  broken  with  the  Spaniards  upon 
this  point,  he  would  have  provoked  the  Imperialifls  to 
declare  their  refolution  of  not  yielding  to  the  media- 
tors, upon  which  the  other  ambafTadors  would  recall 
the  concefTion  which  they  had  already  made  in  this  point, 
and  fo  hazard,  if  not  lofe,   the  pofTeffion   his  majefly 
was  in,  of  the  firft  refpect  given  to  his  mediation. 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fatisfy  his  majefly  and  his 
miniflers,  and  to  obtain  orders  for  his  gracious  par- 
don to  be  fent  to  Sir  Lionel  (for  they  would  fuffer  it 
to  run  in  no  other  terms  -,)  for  which,  however,  the 

poor 
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poor  gentleman  made  as  great  acknowledgments,  as  if 
his  fault  had  been  much  greater  and  worfe  meant. 

The  reft  of  this  fummer  patted  without  any  further 
paces  made  in  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  ;  where  the 
meffages,  carried  and  returned  about  the  bufinefs  of 
Lorrain,  ferved  to  keep  the  mediators  in  countenance, 
and  no  more.  The  whole  body  of  the  allies  preffed 
for  an  anfwer  from  the  French  to  that  duke's  preten- 
fions,  delivered  in  by  prefident  Canon.  The  French, 
after  their  former  exception  of  his  wanting  a  minifler 
there,  raifed  another  to  ftave  offthefe  inftances  of  the 
allies,  and  declared  they  could  give  no  anfwer  about 
Lorrain,  till  the  bifhop  of  Strafburg's  agents  were  re- 
ceived by  the  allies  •,  upon  which  the  Emperor  made  an 
invincible  difficulty,  declaring  he  would  never  treat 
with  a  vafTal  of  his  own  :  and,  in  thefe  conferences  a- 
bout  Lorrain,  the  French  ambafTadors  began  to  infi- 
nuate  to  the  mediators,  that  their  mafter  never  intend- 
ed that  to  be  treated  as  a  principal,  but  only  as  an  ac- 
cefTary  to  the  treaty. 

In  Auguft  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  bifhop  of  Gurck, 
chief  of  the  Imperial  embaffy ;  and  count  Antoine, 
of  that  from  Denmark  :  the  firft  was  immediately  vi- 
fited  by  the  Spaniili  ambafTadors,  and  returned  it ;  af- 
ter which  he  fent  his  notifications  to  the  mediators,  and 
from  them  to  the  other  ambafTadors  ;  upon  which  no 
difficulty  was  made  by  them,  fince  the  bifhop  made 
the  fame  declaration  the  Spaniards  had  done  before  up- 
on the  like  occafion,  that  the  firft  vifits,  paffing  be- 
tween the  minifters  of  the  two  houfes  of  Auftria,  were 
vifits  of  kindnefs  and  confanguinity,  and  not  of  cere- 
mony. But  count  Antoine  fell  into  endlefs  difficulties 
upon  his  firft  arrival.  He  intended  to  have  fent  his 
firft  notifications  to  the  mediators,  as  others  had  done  ; 
but  the  Imperialifts,  having  notice  of  this  intention,  fent 
him  direct  word,  they  expected  the  firft  refpect  mould 
be  given  the  Emperor -,  and  this  was  the  firft  time  they 
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owned  that  pretention,  in  prejudice  of  the  honour  hi- 
therto done  to  the  king's  mediation.  Count  Antoine 
fent  monfieur  Heug,  his  collegue,  to  acquaint  the  me- 
diators with  this  incident,  and  defire  them  to  find  out 
fome  expedient :  they  excufed  themfelves,  alledging 
their  pofitive  orders  to  expect  the  firft  notification  -9 
the  Danes  were  as  unwilling  to  difoblige  his  majefty 
as  the  Emperor  •,  and  found  no  temper  in  this  matter 
after  many  offered  both  by  French  and  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors ;  fo  that  count  Antoine  refolved  to  leave  it  un- 
decided, and  to  give  no  notifications,  or  receive  or 
make  any  vifits,  but  however  aflifted  at  the  conferen- 
ces among  the  allies,  and  made  a  part  of  all  the  even- 
ing entertainments,  at  play  and  in  converfation,  in 
the  apartments  of  the  feveral  ambafiadrices ;  and 
this  courfe  he  obferved,  during  his  flay  at  Nimeguen, 
which  was  feven  or  eight  months  :  for  the  reft,  a  per- 
fon  very  much  efteemed  for  his  generous  qualities,  and 
gentlemanly  humour  and  converfation,  and  yielding  to 
none  upon  the  place  in  the  greatnefs  and  fplendour  of 
his  equipage  ;  wherein  the  marquis  de  Balbaces  and 
count  Antoine  feemed  to  diftinguiih  themfelves  from 
all  the  reft. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  prince  of  Orange  made 
an  attempt  upon  Charleroy,  rather  than  a  fiege.  This 
had  been  before  concerted  with  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
who  made  a  mien  of  entering  into  Champagne,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  draw  off  the  French  forces  from  attending  the 
prince's  motions  and  defign  upon  Charleroy.  The 
prince  had  hopes  to  take  it  by  furprize-,  but  found 
them  of  the  garrifon  upon  their  guard,  and  very  ftrong, 
as  well  as  the  place,  which  had  been  fortified  with  all 
the  force  of  art  and  expence  that  could  be  employed 
upon  a  place  of  that  compafs.  He  fat  down  before  it, 
and  would  have  befieged  it  in  form,  if  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  could  have  diverted  the  French  army  from  re- 
lieving it  \  but  monfieur  de  Louvois,  with  great  dili- 
gence. 
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gtnce,  leaving  the  marfhal  deCrequi  with  force  enough 
to  face  that  duke,  afTembled  a  very  great  army  for  the 
relief  of  Charleroy  \  upon  approach  whereof,  the  prince 
called  a  council  of  war,  to  refolve  whether  to  march 
and  fight  the  French  army,  or  raife  the  fiege.  The 
laft  was  refolved,  upon  debate  at  the  council,  and  ac- 
cordingly executed,  and  therewith  ended  this  cam- 
paign in  Flanders.  But  this  march  and  retreat  of  the 
prince  paffed  not  without  many  reflections,  not  only 
among  the  allies,  but  in  Holland  too,  as  if  he  had  gi- 
ven over  the  defign  upon  fome  intelligences  and  ex- 
preffes  between  him  and  the  king  about  this  time. 
Monfieur  Bentinck  had  gone  over  and  returned  with- 
out any  body's  knowing  his  bufinefs  :  my  lord  OfTory 
happened  to  arrive  in  the  camp,  the  day  before  the 
council  of  war  upon  which  the  liege  was  raifed  :  which 
made  many  think,  fomething  his  lordfhip  brought 
from  England  was  the  occafion  of  it.  But  I  could 
never  find  there  was  any  thing  more  in  his  journey 
than  the  hopes  of  feeing  a  battle  (which  was  ever  a 
particular  inclination  of  my  lord  OfTory)  and  a  caff  of 
my  lord  Arlington  to  prelerve  himfelf  in  the  prince's 
favour  and  confidence  as  much  as  he  could,  by  my 
lord  OfTory's  keeping  dole  to  him  at  a  time  when  he 
faw  the  bufinefs  of  Chriftendom  roil  lb  much  upon  the 
perfon  of  the  prince. 

About  this  time,  the  aflembly  at  Nimeguen  feemed 
in  danger  of  being  broken  by  a  pafiionate  motion  the 
Swedes  made  in  it.  There  had  been  a  long  conteft  fince 
it  firft  began,  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  about 
freedom  of  palfage  for  the  Swedifh  couriers  through 
theDanifh  territories,  for  managing  the  correfponden- 
cies  neceffary  with  their  court.  The  Danes  pretended 
the  example  of  France,  who  refufed  the  fame  liberty 
to  the  Spaniards.  This  diipute  had  been  managed  by 
many  mefTages,  wherewith  the  mediators  had  been  charg- 
ed between  the  parties,  wherein  the  allies  of  both  fides 
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took  equal  part.  Sometimes  the  matter  had  been 
treated  with  veryprefiing  inftances,  andiometimes  with 
fainter  ;  fometimes  almoftlet  fall,  and  then  again  re- 
fumed  ;  and  thus  for  above  a  year  paft  :  but,  about 
this  time,  the  Swedes  come  to  the  mediators,  defire 
their  offices  once  more  to  the  Danes  upon  this  fubjec~t, 
and  declare,  that,  without  this  liberty  infilled  upon  fo 
long  for  their  couriers,  they  find  themfelves  incapable 
of  giving  advices  neceffary  to  their  court,  or  receiving 
orders  neceffary  from  it ;  and  that,  without  it,  they 
mufl  be  forced  to  leave  the  affembly.  This  refolution 
of  the  Swedes  continued  for  fome  time  fo  peremptory, 
that  it  was  expected  to  come  to  that  irTue  ;  but  after 
fome  fougne  fpent  for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
upon  this  occafion,  and  fome  temperament  found  out 
by  the  Dutch  for  the  fecure  and  fpeedy  paffage  of  all  the 
Swedifh  difpatches  by  Amfterdam,  thofe  ambaffadors 
began  to  grow  foft  and  calm  again,  and  to  go  on  their 
ufual  pace.  Soon  after,  the  French  ambaffadors,  who 
had  treated  the  Swedifh  affairs  and  minifters  with  great 
indiiferency  and  neglect  in  this  treaty  (declaring  to 
monfieur  Van  Beverning,  their  mailer  would  not  part 
with  one  town  in  Flanders,  to  reflore  the  Swedes  to  all 
they  had  loft)  began  wholly  to  change  their  language, 
and  fay  upon  all  occafion s,  that  France  could  not  make 
a  peace  without  the  full  fatisfac~lion  and  reflitution  of 
the  Swedes  -,  and  it  was  difcourfed,  that  the  French 
and  Swedes  had  entered  into  a  new  alliance  at  Paris 
to  this  purpofe  :  and  fome  believed,  it  was  by  concert 
between  them,  that  this  atteinie  was  given  by  the 
Swedes  to  the  congrefs ;  that  the  French  had  at  that 
time  a  mind  to  break  it,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
Spain  under  the  pope's  direction,  and  at  Rome,  not 
knowing  to  what  meafures  his  majefly  might  be  in- 
duced upon  the  progrefs  of  the  French  conquefls,  and 
the  diflempers  raifed  in  his  parliament  upon  that  occa- 
fion.    But,  this  gull  blown  over,  all  was  becalmed  at 
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Nimeguen  ;  fo  that  monfieur  Olivecrans  left  that  place 
about  the  end  of  Auguft,  upon  a  journey  to  Sweden. 

Till  this  time  the  motions  of  bufinefs  had  been  re- 
spited in  the  affembly  upon  a  general  expectation  that 
the  king  was  fending  me  over  fuddenly  with  the  plan 
of  a  peace  that  he  relblved  mould  be  made,  and  to 
which  it  was  not  doubted  but  all  parties  would  yield, 
whatever  it  was  \  fo  great  a  regard  was  held,  on  all  fides, 
of  his  majefty's  will  and  power.  But  a  greater  flop  was 
yet  given  to  all  further  paces  there  by  the  prince  of 
Orange's  journey  into  England,  about  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember 1677,  which  wholly  changed  the  fcene  of  this 
treaty,  and  for  the  prefent  carried  it  over  to  London, 
and  left  all  other  places  at  a  gaze  only,  and  in  expecta- 
tion of  what  mould  be  there  agitated  and  concluded. 


CHAP,     III. 

THE  prince,  like  a  hafty  lover,  came  poft  from 
Harwich  to  New- market,  where  the  court  then 
was,  as  a  feafon  and  place  of  country  fports.  My  lord 
Arlington  attended  his  highnefs  at  his  alighting,  mak- 
ing his  pretence  of  the  chief  confidence  with  him  •,  and 
the  court  expected  it  upon  his  alliance  and  journies 
into  Holland.  My  lord  treafurer  and  I  went  together 
to  wait  on  him,  but  met  him  upon  the  middle  of  the 
fcairs,  in  a  great  crowd,  coming  down  to  the  king. 
He  whifpered  to  us  both  together,  and  faid  to  me, 
that  he  muft  defire  me  to  anfwer  for  him  and  my 
lord  treafurer  one  to  another,  fo  as  they  might  from 
that  time  enter  both  into  bufinefs  and  converfation, 
as  if  they  had  been  of  a  longer  acquaintance  ;  which 
was  a  wife  ftrain,  confidering  his  lordfhip's  credit  in 
court  at  that  time,  and  was  of  great  ufe  to  the  prince 
in  the  courfe  of  his  affairs  then  in  England  ;  and  though 
it  much  mocked  my  lord  Arlington  and  his  friends, 
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yet  it  could  not  be  wondered  at  by  fuch  as  knew  what 
had  paffed  of  late  between  the  prince  and  him,  with 
whom  he  only  lived  in  common  forms  during  his  flay. 
He  was  very  kindly  received  by  the  king  and  the  duke, 
who  both  invited  him  often  into  difcourfes  of  bufinefs, 
which  they  wondered  to  fee  him  avoid  or  divert  indu- 
ftrioufly,  fo  as  the  king  bid  me  find  out  the  reafon  of  ir. 
The  prince  told  me,  he  was  refolved  to  fee  the  young 
princefs  before  he  entered  into  affairs  ;  and  to  proceed 
in  that,  before  the  other  of  the  peace.  The  king 
laughed  at  this  piece  of  nicety,  when  I  told  it  him  ; 
but  however,  to  humour  him  in  it,  faid  he  would  go 
fome  days  lboner  than  he  had  intended  from  New- 
market ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  prince,  upon  his  arrival  in  town,  and  fight  of 
the  princefs,  was  fo  pleafed  with  her  perfon,  and  all 
thofe  figns  of  fuch  a  humour  as  had  been  defcribed  to 
him  upon  former  inquiries,  that  he  immediately  made 
his  fuit  to  the  king  and  the  duke  -,  which  was  very  well 
received  and  affented  to,  but  with  this  condition,  that 
the  terms  of  a  peace  abroad  might  be  firfl  agreed  on 
between  them.  The  prince  excufed  himfelf,  and  faid 
he  mull  end  hisfirft  bufinefs  before  he  began  the  other. 
The  king  and  duke  were  both  pofitive  in  their  opini- 
on •,  and  the  prince  refolute  in  his;  and  faid  at  laft, 
that  his  allies  who  were  like  to  have  hard  terms  of  the 
peace  as  things  then  flood,  would  be  apt  to  believe 
that  he  had  made  this  match  at  their  colt,  and,'  for  his 
part,  he  would  never  fell  his  honour  for  a  wife.  This 
prevailed  not,  but  the  king  continued  fo  pofitive  for 
three  or  four  days,  that  my  lord  treafurer  and  I  began 
to  doubt  the  whole  bufinefs  would  break  upon  this 
punctilio.  About  that  time  I  chanced  to  go  to  the 
prince  after  fupper,  and  found  him  in  the  worft  hu- 
mour that  I  ever  faw  him  :  he  told  me,  he  repented 
he  had  ever  come  into  England,  and  refolved  he  would 
ftay  but  two  days  longer,  and  then  be  gone,  if  the 

king 
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kino-  continued  in  his  mind  of  treating  upon  the  peace 
before  he  was  married  ;  but  that,  before  he  went,  the 
king  muft  chufe  how  they  mould  live  hereafcer,  for  he 
was  fure  it  muft  be  either  like  the  greater!  friends,  or 
the  greateft  enemies  ;  and  defired  me  to  let  his  majefty 
know  fo  next  morning,  and  give  him  an  account  of 
what  he  mould  lay  upon  it.  I  did  fo,  early  in  the 
morning ;  told  the  king  all  the  prince  had  faid  to  me 
the  night  before,  and  the  ill  confequences  of  a  breach 
between  them,  confidering  the  ill  humour  of  fo  many 
of  his  fubjects  upon  our  late  meafures  with  France,  and 
the  invitations  made  the  prince  by  feveral  of  them, 
during  the  late  war.  The  king  heard  me  with  great 
attention ;  and,  when  I  had  done,  faid,  *  Well,  I  ne- 

*  ver  yet  was  deceived  in  judging  of  a  man's  honefty 

*  by  his  looks  (of  which  he  gave  me  fome  examples) 

*  and,  if  I  am  not  deceived  in  the  prince's  face,  he  is 

*  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world,  and  I  will  trull  him, 
c  and  he  mail  have  his  wife,  and  you  fhall  go  immedi- 

*  ately  and  tell  my  brother  fo,  and  that  it  is  a  thing  I 

*  am  refolvedon.'  I  did  fo,  and  the  duke  at  firft  feemed 
a  little  furprifed;  but,  when  I  had  done,  he  faid,  '  The 
6  king  fhall  be  obeyed,  and  I  would  be  glad  all  hisfub- 
'  jecls  would  learn  of  me  to  obey  him  :  I  do  tell  him 

*  my  opinion  very  freely  upon  any  thing  •,  but  when 
c  that  is  done,  and  I  know  his  pleafure  upon  it,  I  obey 
c  him.'  From  the  duke  I  went  to  the  prince,  and  told 
him  my  {lory,  which  he  could  at  firft  hardly  believe,  but 
embraced  me,  and  faid  I  had  made  him  a  very  happy 
man,  and  very  unexpectedly  :  and  fol  left  him  to  give 
the  king  an  account  of  what  had  pafTed,  and  in  the  prin- 
ce's anti-chamber  met  my  lord  treafurer,  and  told  him 
the  flory,  who  undertook  to  adjuft  all  the  reft  between 
the  king  and  the  prince  ;  which  he  did  fo  well,  that 
the  match  was  declared  that  evening  at  the  committee, 
before  any  other  in  court  knew  any  thing  of  it  -,  and 
next  day  it  was  declared  in  council,  and  received  there 
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and  every  where  elfe  in  the  kingdom,  with  the  moft 
univerfal  joy  that  ever  1  law  any  thing  in  the  king's 
reign.  The  French  ambaffador  and  my  lord  Arling- 
ton appeared  the  only  two  perfons  unfatisfied  upon  it 
at  court  -,  the  firft  not  knowing  how  he  mould  anfwer 
it  to  his  mailer,  that  an  affair  of  that  importance  mould 
pafs  without  his  communication,  much  lefs  advice,  in 
a  court  where  nothing  before  had  done  fo  for  many 
years  •,  and  my  lord  Arlihgton,  that  it  mould  pafs 
without  his  knowledge,  who  ftill  endeavoured  to  keep 
up  the  court-opinion  of  his  confidence  with  the  prince  %. 
who  told  me  the  compliment  his  lordfriip  had  made 
him  upon  it,  that  fome  things  good  in  themfelves  were 
fpoiled  by  the  manner  of  doing  them,  as  fome  things 
bad  were  mended  by  it  •,  but  he  would  confefs  this  was 
a  thing  fo  good  in  itfelf,  that  the  manner  of  doing  it 
Could  not  fpoil  it. 

Within  two  or  three  days  the  marriage  was  confum- 
iriated,  and  immediately  after,  they  fell  into  the  de- 
bates upon  the  terms  of  the  peace  •,  to  which,  as  to 
that  of  the  match,  none  but  my  lord  treafurer  and  I 
were  admitted.  The  prince  infilled  hard  upon  the 
ftrength  and  enlargement  of  a  frontier  on  both  fides  of 
Flanders  \  without  which,  France,  he  faid,  would 
end  this  war  v/ith  the  view  of  beginning  another,  and 
carrying  Flanders  in  one  campaign.  The  king  was 
content  to  leave  that  bufmefs  a  little  loofer ;  upon  the 
Confidence  that  France  was  fo  weary  of  this  war,  that, 
if  they  could  get  out  of  it  with  honour,  they  would 
never  begin  another  in  this  reign  •,  that  the  king  grew 
pafl  his  youth,  and  lazy,  and  would  turn  to  the  plea- 
sures of  the  court,  and  building,  and  leave  his  neigh- 
bours in  quiet.  The  prince  thought  France  could  not 
make  a  peace  now,  but  to  break  the  prefent  confede- 
racy, and  to  begin  another  war  with  more  advantage 
and  furprize  -,  that  their  ambition  would  never  end 
till  they  had  all  Flanders  and  Germany  to  the  Rhine* 
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and  thereby  Holland  in  an  abiblute  dependence  upon 
them  -,  which  would  leave  them  in  an  ill  condition,  and 
us  in  no  good  one  ;  and  that  Chriftendom  could  not 
be  left  fate  by  the  peace,  without  fuch  a  frontier  as  he 
propofed  for  Flanders,  and  the  reftitution  of  Lorrain, 
as  well  as  what  the  Emperor  had  loft  in  Alface.  Upon 
this  I  told  the  king,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  I 
had  never  obferved  men's  natures  to  alter  by  age  or 
fortunes  -9  but  that  a  good  boy  made  a  good  man  ;  and 
a  young  coxcomb,  an  old  fool ;  and  a  young  fripon, 
an  old  knave  •,  and  that  quiet  fpirits  were  fo,  young 
as  well  as  old,  and  unquiet  ones  would  be  fo,  old  as 
well  as  young  :  that  I  believed  the  King  of  France 
would  always  have  fome  bent  or  other,  fometimes  war, 
fometimes  love,  fometimes  building  ->  but  that  I  was 
of  the  prince's  opinion,  that  he  would  make  peace  with 
a  defign  of  a  new  war,  after  he  had  fixed  his  conqueft 
by  the  laft  :  and  the  king  approved  what  I  faid.  The 
points  of  Lorrain  and  Alface  were  eafily  agreed  to  by 
the  king  and  duke  ;  but  they  would  not  hear  of  the 
county  of  Burgundy,  as  what  France  could  never  be 
brought  to,  though  the  prince  infifted  much  upon  it ; 
fo  as  the  king  imagined  he  was  touched  by  the  interefl 
of  his  own  lands  in  that  country  (which  are  greater 
and  more  feigneurial  than  thofe  of  the  crown  of  Spain 
there)  and  thereupon  told  him,  that  for  his  lands  he 
would  charge  himfelf  with  either  his  enjoying  them  as 
fafely  under  France,  as  Spain  \  or,  if  he  fhould  rather 
chufe  to  part  with  them,  than  have  that  dependence, 
he  would  undertake  to  get  him  what  price  he  mould 
himfelf  value  them  at.  But  the  prince  anfwered  brifk- 
ly  and  generoufly,  that  he  fhould  not  trouble  himfelf 
nor  the  peace  about  that  matter  ;  and  that  he  would 
be  content  to  lofe  all  his  lands  there,  to  get  one  good 
town  more  for  the  Spaniards,  upon  the  frontier  of  Flan- 
ders. So  all  difficulties  began  to  terminate  upon  what 
was  efteemed  necefTary  there.    This  admitted  great  de- 
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bates  between  the  king  and  prince  ;  one  pretending 
France  would  never  be  brought  to  one  fcheme  -,  and 
the  other,  that  Spain  would  never  confent  to  the  other. 
But  at  laft  it  was  agreed,  that  the  peace  fhould  be  made 
upon  thefe  terms :  All  to  be  reftored  by  France  to  the 
Empire  and  Emperor  that  had  been  taken  in  the  war  ; 
the  duchy  of  Lorrain  to  that  duke  ;  and  all  on  both 
Fides  between  France  and  Holland  •,  and  to  Spain  the 
towns  of  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde,  Courtray,  Tour- 
nay,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  St.  Ghiflain,  and  Binch. 
That  the  prince  mould  endeavour  to  procure  the  con- 
fent of  Spain,  and  his  majefty  that  of  France ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  fhould  fend  fome  perfon  immediately  over 
with  the  propofition,  who  fhould  be  inftructed  to  en- 
ter into  no  reafonings  upon  ir,  but  demand  a  pofitive 
anfwer  in  two  days,  and  after  that  term  immediately  re- 
turn. The  queftion  was,  Who  fhould  go?  and  my  lord 
treafurer  faid,  It  muft  be  he  or  I,  for  none  eife  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  debate  of  this  bufinefs.  The 
prince  faid,  It  mull  be  I,  for  my  lord  treafurer  could 
not  be  fpared  \  and  it  muft  be  fome  perfon  upon  whofe 
judgment  and  truth  he  could  rely,  as  to  the  intentions 
of  that  court.  The  king  ordered  me  to  be  ready  in 
two  days,  which  I  was  •,  and  the  evening  before  I  was 
to  go,  meeting  his  majefty  in  the  park,  he  called  me 
to  him,  and  a  little  out  of  countenance,  told  me,  he 
had  been  thinking  of  my  journey  and  my  errand,  and 
how  unwelcome  I  mould  be  in  France  as  well  as  my 
meffage;  and,  having  a  mind  to  gain  the  peace,  he  was 
unwilling  to  anger  them  more  than  needs.  Befides, 
the  thing  being  not  to  be  reafcn^d  or  debated,  any 
body  elfe  would  ferve  the  turn  as  well  as  I,  whom  he 
had  other  ufe  of ,  and  therefore  he  had  been  thinking 
to  fend  fome  other  perfon.  I  faw  he  doubted  I  would 
take  it  ill ;  but  told  him,  and  very  truly,  he  would  do 
me  the  greattft  pleafure  in  the  world  -,  for  I  never  had 
lefs  mind  to  any  journey  in  my  life,  and  mould  not 
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have  accepted  it,  but  in  perfect  obedience.  The  king, 
that  was  the  gentleft  prince  in  the  world  of  his  own 
nature,  fell  into  good  humour  upon  feeing  I  took  it 
not  ill,  pretended  to  think  whom  he  mould  fend,  and 
at  laft  afked  me  what  I  thought  of  my  lord  Duras  ? 
1  faid,  Very  well  -,  upon  which  he  feemed  to  refolve 
it.  But  the  thing  had  been  agreed  in  the  morning, 
as  I  was  told,  upon  the  duke's  defire,  who  thought 
France  would  accept  the  terms,  and  that  the  peace 
would  be  made,  and  had  a  mind  to  have  the  honour 
of  it,  by  fending  a  fervant  of  his  own.  Whether  there 
were  any  other  motive,  I  know  not  •,  bur  my  lord  Du- 
ras went  immediately  with  the  orders  before-mention- 
ed ;  and,  ibme  few  days  after,  the  prince  and  princefs 
embarked  for  Holland  •,  where  affairs  preffed  his  return 
beyond  the  hopes  of  my  lord  Duras's  from  France  ; 
the  king  alluring  him,  he  would  never  part  from  the 
leaft  point  of  the  icheme  fent  over,  and  would  enter 
into  the  war  againfl  France,  if  they  refufed  it.  How- 
ever, he  went  not  away  without  a  great  mortification, 
to  fee  the  parliament  prorogued  to  next  fpring ;  which 
the  French  ambalTador  had  gained  of  the  king,  to 
make  up  fome  good  mien  with  France  after  the 
prince's  marriage,  and  before  the  difpatch  of  the  terms 
of  a  peace  to  that  court. 

Upon  my  lord  Duras's  arrival  at  Paris,  the  court 
there  was  furprifed,  both  at  the  thing,  and  more  at  the 
manner  $  but  made  good  mien  upon  it,  took  it  gent- 
ly, faid,  the  king  knew  very  well  he  might  always  be 
mailer  of  the  peace ;  but  fome  of  the  towns  in  Flan- 
ders feemed  very  hard,  efpecially  Tournay,  upon  whofe 
fortifications  fuch  vaft  treafures  had  been  expended ; 
and  that  they  would  take  fome  fhort  time  to  confider 
of  the  anfwer.  My  lord  Duras  told  them,  he  was 
tied  to  two  days  flay  ;  but,  when  that  was  out,  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  flay  fome  few  days  longer,  and 
to  come  away  without  a  pofitive  anfwer  :  what  he 
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brought  was,  what  they  had  faid  to  him  before,  i!m 
the  mod  chriflian  king  hoped  his  brother  would  not 
break  with  him  upon  one  or  two  towns  -9  but,  even 
upon  them  too,  he  would  fend  orders  to  his  ambafTa- 
dor  at  London  to  treat  with  his  majefly  himfelf.  By 
this  gain  of  time,  and  artificial  drawing  it  into  treaty 
without  any  pofitive  refufal,  this  blow  came  to  be 
eluded,  which  could  not  eafily  have  been  fo  any  other 
way.  The  king  was  fofteried  by  the  foftnefs  of  France  * 
the  ambaffador  faid  at  laft,  he  had  leave  to  yield  all 
but  Tournay,  and  to  treat  even  for  fome  equivalent  for 
that  too,  if  the  king  infifted  abfolutely  upon  it.  The 
prince  was  gone,  who  had  fpirited  the  vigour  of  the 
whole  refolution  •,  and  the  treaty  of  it  began  to  draw 
out  into  mefTages  and  returns  from  France. 

However,  the  ill  humour  of  people  growing 
higher,  upon  the  noife  of  a  peace,  and  negotiated  in 
France,  and  the  late  prorogation  of  parliament,  this 
was  by  proclamation  anticipated  foon  after  my  lord  Du- 
ras's  return,  though  a  thing  fomething  unufual,  and  a 
countenance  made  as  if  the  king  refolved  to  enter  into 
the  war  :  for  which  the  parliament  feemed  impatient, 
whenever  the  king  feemed  averfe  to  it  ;  but  grew  jea- 
lous of  fome  tricks,  whenever  the  court  feemed  in- 
clined to  it.  About  the  end  of  December  1677,  the 
king  fent  for  me  to  the  foreign  committee,  and  told 
me,  he  could  get  no  pofitive  anfwer  from  France,  and 
therefore  refolved  to  fend  me  into  Holland,  to  make 
a  league  there  with  the  States,  for  forcing  both  France 
and  Spain,  if  either  refufed,  to  make  the  peace  upon 
the  terms  he  had  propofed.  I  told  the  king,  what  he 
had  agreed  was  to  enter  into  the  war  with  all  the  con- 
federates, in  cafe  of  no  direct  and  immediate  anfwer 
from  France  :  that  this,  perhaps,  would  fatisfy  both 
the  prince  and  confederates  abroad,  and  the  people  at 
home  :  but  to  make  fuch  a  league  with.  Holland  only 
-'would  fatisfy  none  of  them,  and  difoblige  both  France 
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and  Spain  ;  befides,  it  would  not  have  an  effect  or 
force  as  the  triple-alliance  had  -,,that  being  a  great  ori- 
ginal, of  which  this  feemed  but  an  ill  copy  ;  and  there- 
fore excufed  myfelf  from  going.  The  king  was  fet 
upon  it,  though  1  pretended  domeftic  affairs  of  great 
importance  upon  the  death  of  my  father  :  and  pleaded 
fo  hard,  that  the  duke  at  lafc  defired  the  king  not  to 
prefs  me  upon  a  thing  I  was  fo  ayerfe  from,  and  would 
be  fo  inconvenient  to  me  -,  and  defired  I  might  propofe 
who  mould  be  fent  with  the  treaty.  I  made  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  duke  for  his  favour,  and  pro- 
posed that  Mr.  Thynn  mould  be  fent  from  the  orlice 
with  a  draught  of  the  treaty  to  Mr.  Hide,  who  was 
then  come  from  Nimeguen  to  the  Hague,  upon  a  vifk 
to  the  princefs.  This  was  done,  and  the  treaty  figned 
there  on  the  fixteenth  of  January,  though  not  with- 
out great  difficulties  and  diffatisfaction  of  the  prince; 
who  was  yet  covered  in  it  by  the  private  confent  of  the 
Spanifh  minifter  there,  in  behalf  of  his  mafter ;  fo  as 
the  war  could  not  break  but  upon  France,  in  cafe  of 
their  refufal. 

In  the  mean  time,  France  draws  out  the  treaty  upon 
the  terms  at  London  into  length,  never  raifing  more 
than  one  difficulty  at  a  time,  and  expoftulating  the  un- 
kindnefs  of  breaking  for  the  fingle  town  of  Tournay, 
though  that  was  indeed  more  important  than  any  three 
of  the  others,  being  the  only  flrong  one  to  guard  that 
fide  of  the  frontier,  and  giving  way  for  any  fudden  in- 
vafion  upon  Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  and  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  But,  while  this  game  was  playing  in 
England,  they  had  another  on  foot  in  Holland,  efpecial- 
ly  at  Amfterdam,  by  raifing  jealoufies  of  the  meafures 
taken  between  the  king  and  prince  upon  the  marriage, 
as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  Holland  ;  and  making 
it  there  believed,  that,  by  the  match,  the  king  and 
duke  had  drawn  over  the  prince  wholly  into  their  in- 
terefis  or  fentiments  :  whereas  the  prince  went  away 
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poiTefTed  to  have  by  it  drawn  them  indeed  into  his. 
They  propofed  to  the  Dutch  other  terms  of  peace,  far 
ihort  of  the  king's,  and  Ids  fafe  for  Flanders,  reftoring 
only  fix  towns  to  the  Spaniards,  and  mentioning  Lor- 
rain  but  ambiguoufly  ;  which  would  not  have  gone 
down  in  Holland,  but  for  the  fufpicions  raifed  by  the 
prince's  marriage  among  the  people  there,  who  had  an 
incurable  jealoufy  of  our  court,  and  thereupon  not  that 
confidence  of  the  prince  that  he  deferved. 

There  were  two  ruling  burgomafters  at  Amfterdam 
at  this  time,  who  had  the  whole  fway  of  that  town, 
(as  this  has  a  great  one  in  Holland)  Hoeft  and 
Valkenier  ;  the  firft,  a  generous,  honeil  man ;  of  great 
patrimonial  riches,  learning,  wit,  humour,  without  am- 
bition, having  always  refuied  all  employments  the  ftate 
had  offered  him,  and  ferving  only  in  that  of  burgo- 
mafter  of  his  town  in  his  turn,  and  as  little  bufy  in  it 
as  he  could ;  a  true  genius,  and  that  faid  two  things 
to  me  in  converfation  I  had  not  heard  before :  one, 
That  a  man,  who  were  to  die  to-morrow  in  torment, 
would  yet  enjoy  to-day,  if  he  were  fain  [found]  -,  and 
that  it  was  fome  difeafe  or  decay  of  fpirits  that  hinder- 
ed it:  the  other,  That  a  man  was  a  r^^[aforrywight] 
who  defired  to  live  after  threefcore ;  and  that  for  his 
part,  after  that  age,  which  he  was  then  approaching, 
he  --mould  be  glad  of  the  firft  good  occafion  to  die  :  and 
this  he  made  good,  dying  with  neglect  upon  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  talking  with  his  friends  till  he  wasjuft  fpent, 
then  fending  them  away  that  he  might  not  die  in  their 
fight ;  and,  when  he  found  himfelf  come  a  little  again, 
fending  for  them  up,  and  telling  them,  qifily  avoit 
encore  pour  une  demy  heure  de  converfation  [that  he  had 
life  ftill  for  one  half  hour's  converfation.]  This  was 
the  character  of  monfieur  Hoeft,  who  was  a  great  in- 
timate of  mine,  though  he  palled  for  a  humorous 
man  \  and  told  me,  I  was  the  only  ambaflador  he 
had  ever  vifited  in  his  life.     He  had  all  the  credit  that 
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could  be  in  his  town,  without  feeking,  or  minding, 
or  uiing  it ;  whereas  Valkenier  fought  and  courted  it 
all  that  could  be,  without  having  half  the  other's,  be- 
ing a  morofe  and  formal  man,  but  of  great  induftry, 
much  thought,  and,  as  was  believed,  avarice,  and 
making  the  turns  eafily  that  were  neceffary  in  the  go- 
vernment to  carry  his  ends.  Thefe  two  had  long 
been  enemies,  and  thought  irreconcileable,  till  the 
French  inftruments  at  this  time,  with  great  art  and  in- 
duftry, made  up  the  quarrel,  and  joined  them  both  in 
the  defign  of  making  the  peace  upon  the  terms  offered 
by  France. 

The  parliament  meets  in  January  by  anticipation  of 
the  feflion,  which  feemed  to  import  fomething  of  great 
confequence.  The  king  acquaints  them  with  the 
league  he  had  made  in  Holland,  and  afks  them  money 
upon  it  for  putting  himfelf  in  apofture  to  carry  on  the 
war  if  the  peace  failed  -,  which  the  parliament  gave 
him,  upon  the  hopes  of  the  war,  and  not  of  the  peace. 
The  conititutionof  this  parliament,  that  had  fat  Seven- 
teen years,  wras  grown  into  two  known  factions,  which 
were  called,  that  of  court  and  country  :  the  court- 
party  were  grown  numerous,  by  a  practice  introduced 
by  my  lord  Clifford,  of  downright  buying  off  one  man, 
after  another,  as  they  could  make  the  bargain.  The 
country  party  was  fomething  greater  yet  in  number, 
and  kept  in  more  credit  upon  the  corruption  of  others, 
and  their  own  pretence  of  fleadinefs  to  the  true  interefl 
of  the  nation,  efpecially  in  the  points  of  France  and 
popery.  Where  thefe  came  in  queftion,  many  of  the 
court  party  voted  with  thofe  of  the  country,  who  then 
carried  all  before  them  ;  but  whenever  the  court  feem- 
ed  to  fall  in  with  the  true  interefls  of  the  nation,  efpe- 
cially in  thofe  two  points,  then  many  of  the  country 
party,  meaning  fairly,  fell  in  with  the  court,  and  car- 
tied  the  votes  \  as  they  now  did,  upon  the  king's  pre- 
tence 
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tence  to  grow  bold  with  France,  and  to  refolve  upon 
the  war  if  the  peace  were  refilled. 

In  October,  Friburg  had  been  taken  by  a  feint  of  the 
duke  of  Crequi,  before  the  duke  of  Lorrain  could 
come  to  relieve  it ;  and  in  the  fame  month  Stetin  had 
been  taken  by  the  elector  of  Brandenburg,  after  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance  •,  which  left  the  fcales  as  even  as  they 
were  before  between  the  two  Leagues, 

In  January,  upon  the  delays  of  France  to  agree  to 
the  king's  conditions  of  a  peace,  his  majefty  entered 
into  a  negotiation  with  the  m in  ifters  of  the  confede- 
rates at  London,  in  cafe  France  went  on  to  refufe  them. 
But  the  hopes  of  a  peace  were  on  a  fudden  dafhed  by 
theFrench  attempts  uponYpres,  and  threats  of  Oftend, 
whither  the  king  immediately  fends  forces  over,  at  the 
defire  of  theSpanifh  ambafTador,  for  fecurity  of  that  im- 
portant place.  Nor  did  the  French  ambafTador  feem  to 
refent  at  all  this  pace  of  his  majefty,  but  continued  his 
court  and  treaty  with  all  the  fairnels  that  could  be. 

Towards  the  end  of  February,  the  king  of  France 
marching  in  the  head  of  his  army,  and  carrying  the 
queen  and  ladies  to  Metz,  feemed  to  threaten  Luxem- 
bourg, or  Namur,  or  Mons  ;  but,  having  drawn  the 
Spanifh  forces  that  way,  on  a  fudden  croffes  the  coun- 
try, fits  down  before  Ghent,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  takes  both  that  town  and  Ypres,  and  thereby 
gives  a  mighty  alarm  to  Holland,  and  ftrengthens  the 
credit  and  endeavours  of  thofe  he  had  already  difpofed 
to  his  terms  of  a  peace,  as  grown  now  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  ;  while  England  feemed  refolved  to  go  into  the 
war,  or  at  leaf!  furnifhed  the  confederates  with  many 
fuch  hopes.  About  the  1  ft  of  April,  France  made  a 
public  declaration  of  the  terms  upon  which  they  were 
refolved  to  make  the  peace  ;  which,  though  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  agreed  between  his  majefty  and  Hol- 
land, and  more  from  the  pretenfions  of  the  allies,  yet 
having,  as  to  what  concerned  Spain  and  Holland,  been 
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6rft  privately  agreed  with  fome  leaders  of  the  princi- 
pal towns,  proved  indeed  the  plan  of  the  peace  both 
tor  Holland,  and  all  the  other  confederates  engaged  in 
the  war..     And  here  the  French  began  that  imperious 
way  of  treating,  which  they  afterwards  purfued  in  the 
whole  negotiatio  n  of  the  eniuing  peace  •,  declaring  fuch 
and  fuch  were  the  conditions  they  would  admit,  and  no  . 
other,  and  upon  which  their  enemies  might  choofe  ei- 
ther peace  or  war,  as  they  pleafed,  and  to  which  France 
pretended  not  to  be  tied  longer  than  to  the  10th  of 
May,  after  which  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  change 
or  reftrain  them  as  they  mould  think  fit. 

About  this  time  I  happened  to  be  with  my  lord  trea- 
furer one  evening  in  his  clofet  when  a  packet  came  to 
him  from  Mr.  Montague  ambafTador  at  Paris,  giving 
him  an  account  of  a  large  conference  monfieur  de  Lou- 
vois  had  lately  had  with  him,  by  the  king  his  matter's 
order  •,  wherein  he  reprefented  the  meafures  they  had 
already  taken  for  a  peace  in  Holland  upon  the  French 
terms  :  that,  fmce  they  were  agreed  there,  they  hoped 
his  majefty  would  not  be  againft  it :    that,  however, 
France  had  ordered  him  to  make  his  majefty  the  offer 
of  a  great  fum  of  money  for  his  confent,    though  to  a 
thing  already   accepted  by  Holland,    and  wherein  his 
majefty  was  confequently  not  concerned :  that  monfieur 
de  Louvois  defired  the  ambafTador  to  write  this  imme- 
diately to  the  lord  treafurer,  and  to  offer  him  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fum  for  himfelf,  that  mould  be  fent  over  in 
money,  jewels,  or  by  bills,  as  he  mould  chufe  :  and  Mr. 
Montague  added,  that  it  was  defired  this  affair  mould 
be  treated  only  between  them  two,  and  not  communi- 
cated to  either  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate.     My  lord 
treafurer  read  the  letter  tome;  and  I  faid,  c  Well,  my 
8  lord,  what  do  you  fay  to  the  offer  ? '    He  anfwered, 
That  he  thought  it  was  the  fame  thing-,  as  if  it  mould 
be  made  to  the  king,  to  have  Wind  for  put  into  the 
French  hands,  and  fo  he  mould  treat  it  -?  and  that  we 
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had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  on  with  our  treaty  with 
the  confederates.  This  his  lordfhip  and  I  were  charged 
with,  and  had  brought  near  a  conclufion,  when  letters 
came  from  Mr.  Hide,  with  reprefentations  made  him, 
from  the  Penfioner  at  the  Hague,  of  the  difpofitions 
in  Holland  running  violently  into  a  peace,  and  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  he  thought  there  was  of  concluding  it, 
upon  the  taking  of  Ghent,  and  danger  of  Antwerp, 
which  was  then  threatened,  and  the  lofs  whereof  would 
be  fo  fatal  to  the  trade  of  Holland,efpecially  Amflerdarrf. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Godolphin  was  difpatched  immediately 
into  Holland,  to  bring  the  lafl  and  furefl  account  he 
could  get  of  the  refolutions  there  upon  this  affair,  and 
return  with  the  greatefl  fpeed  he  could.  He  did 
fo,  and  brought  the  fame  account  of  all  difpofitions 
which  Mr.  Hide  had  given  -,  and,  in  the  procefs  of  our 
treaty  with  the  confederates,  monfieurVan  Beuninghen, 
when  he  came  to  the  point,  was  forced  to  confefs,  that 
he  had  no  powers  to  conclude,  without  firfl  commu- 
nicating to  the  States,  which  mud  draw  into  length 
and  uncertainty. 

About  this  time,  the  French  ambaffador  began  to 
change  his  language,  who  had  ever  before  pretended 
that  his  majefly  mould  be  always  arbiter  of  the  peace ; 
but  now  alluring  that  his  mailer  had  agreed  with  Hol- 
land, he  feemed  to  wonder  and  expoflulate,  why  the 
king  (hould  pretend  :o  obtain  better  terms  for  the  Spa- 
niards, than  their  allies  the  Dutch  were  content  with. 

I  was  then  preffed  by  the  king  and  lord  treafurer, 
to  go  into  Holland  to  know  their  final  refolutions, 
whether  they  would  yet  go  on  with  the  war  in  cafe  his 
majefly  mould  go  into  it  ?  But  I  excufed  myfelf,  know- 
ing the  Dutch  were  too  much  preffed,  by  fo  near  ap- 
proaches of  France,  to  declare  themfelves  upon  a  referve 
of  the  king's  -,  and  faid,  If  his  majefly  refolved  to  go 
that  way,  he  mufl  firfl  take  his  meafures  with  the  par- 
liament for  the  war,  and  then  fend  them  word  in  Hol- 
land 


Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679.  433 

fdnd,  he  was  ready  to  declare  it  in  cafe  they  would  pur- 
fue  it :  and,  upon  this  meffage,  I  knew  the  Dutch  fo 
well,  as  to  believe  they  would  do  it,  and  keep  clofe  to 
their  late  alliance  with  his  majefiy.  This  the  king  was 
unwilling  to  do ;  but  polled  Mr.  Godolphin  again  into 
Holland  about  the  middle  of  April,  to  know  their  final 
refolutions,  and  prorogued  the  parliament  for  fourteen 
days. 

During  thefe  negotiations,  and  fince  the  money  gi- 
ven by  the  parliament,  and  in  fix  weeks  time,  the  king 
had  raifed  an  army  of  about  twenty  thoufand  men,  the 
completer!,  and  in  all  appearance  the  braveft  troops  that 
could  be  any  where  feen  ;  and  might  have  raifed  many 
more  upon  fo  great  a  concurrence  of  the  people's  hu- 
mour with  his  majefty'sfeemingdefign  of  entering  in- 
to a  war  againft  France  :  and  it  was  confeffed  by  all 
the  foreign  minifters,  that  no  king  in  Chriftendom 
Could  have  made  and  completed  fuch  a  levy  as  this 
appeared  at  fuch  a  time. 

My  lord  treafurer,  upon  the  20th,  came  to  me 
and  afTured  me  of  the  king's  refolution  being  at  length 
fixed  to  go  into  the  war ;  and  defired  me  to  prepare 
what  the  king  was  to  fay  to  the  parliament  upon  this 
occafion  ;  which  I  did.  When  I  carried  it  to  my  lord 
treafurer,  I  met  there  letters  from  Mr.  Hide  and  Mr. 
Godolphin,  that  Holland  abfolutely  defired  a  peace,, 
even  upon  the  terms  propofed  by  France  •,  and  had  re- 
folved  to  fend  monfieur  Van  Lewen  over  hither,  to  dif- 
pofe  the  king  to  be  contented  with  them.  He  arrived* 
and  the  king  fent  me  immediately  to  him  to  know  his 
errand.  He  was  the  chief  of  the  town  of  Leyden,  and 
had  joined  with  Amflerdam,  Haerlem,  Delft,  and  foms 
others,  in  promoting  the  peace,  even  upon  the  French 
conditions  ;  but  being  a  man  of  great  honour  and 
worth,  and  having  done  it  upon  the  fufpicion  that  Eng- 
land was  frill  at  bottom  in  with  France,  and  that  all  the 
reft  was  but  grimace  t,  the  prince  had  procured  him  to 
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be  lent  over,  on  purpofe  to  fatisfy  himfelf  (and  thereby 
his  complices  for  the  peace)  that  the  king's  intentions 
were  determined  to  enter  into  the  war,  which  his  high- 
.  neis  thought  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  peace. 

When  1  came  to  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  he  told  me 
freely,  that  it  was  the  moft  againft  their  hearts  in  Hol- 
land that  could  be,  to  make  a  peace  upon  terms  fo  low 
and  unfafe  for  Flanders;  and  that,  if  the  king  had  gone 
into  war,  as  was  promifed,  upon  France  delaying  or 
refilling  to  accept  his  fcheme,  they  would  certainly 
have  continued  it :  but  his  majefty's  proceedings  look- 
ed ever  iince  fo  uncertain  or  unrefolved,  that  it  had 
raifed  jealoufies  in  Holland  of  our  meafures  being  at 
bottom  fixed  and  clofe  with  France  ;  which  made  moft 
of  the  towns  in  Holland  think  they  had  nothing  elfe  left 
to  do,  but  to  go  in  with  them  tooasfafl  as  they  could, 
and  the  approach  of  the  French  army  to  Antwerp  left 
them  now  no  time  to  deliberate ;  yet  he  profefTed  to 
me  in  private,  that  if  the  king  would  immediately  de- 
clare the  war,  he  believed  the  States  would  {till  go  on 
with  it,  in  piirfuit  of  their  alliance,  and  the  terms 
therein  contained. 

I  made  this  report  to  the  king,  who  feemed  po- 
fkive  to  declare  the  war,  in  cafe  the  parliament  advifed 
him,   and  promifed  to  fupport  it:  when  an  unlucky 

.peevifh  vote,  moved  by  Sir  T — —  C in  fpite  to 

my  lord  treafurer,  palled  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
no  money  mould  be  given,  till  fatisfaction  was  received 
in  matters  of  religion.  This  left  all  foloofe  and  folame, 
that  the  king  was  in  a  rnge,  reproached  me  with  my  po- 
pular notions,  as  he  termed  them  5  andafked  me  when, 
or  how,  I  thought  he  could  trull"  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  carry  him  through  the  war,  if  he  mould  engage  in 
it  ?  And  I  had  not  much  indeed  to  fay,  confidering 
.the  temper  and  factions  of  the  houfe  ;  nor  could  I  well 
clear  it  to  myfelf,  by  my  obfervation,  whether  the 
kin^  was  firmly  refolved  to  enter  into  the  war  •,  or,  if 

he 
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he  did,   whether  the  houfe  of  commons  would  have 
fupported  him  in  it,  or  turned  it  only  to  ruin  the  mi- 
nifters  by  the  king's  neceflities.    'Tis  certain,  no  vote 
could  ever  have  paffed  more  unhappily,  nor  in  fuch  a 
counter-feafon,  nor  mere  crofs  to  the  humour  of  the 
houfe,  which  feemed  generally  bent  upon  engaging  his 
majefty  in  the  war  5  and  the  perfon  that  moved  it  was, 
I  believe,  himfelf  as  much  of  that  mind  as  any  of  the 
reft  j  but  having,  fince  the  lofs  of  his  employment  at 
court,  ever  acted  a  part  of  great  animofity  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  in  whofe  hands  foever  it 
was  ;  this  private  ill  humour  carried  him  contrary  to 
his  public  intentions,  as  it  did  many  more  in  the  houfe, 
who  pretended  to  be  very  willing  to  fupply  the  king 
upon  occafion  of  the  war,  or  even  of  his  debts,  but  that 
they  would  not  do  it  during  my  lord  treafurer's  mi- 
niftry.    In  fhort,  there  was  fuch  a  fatal   and  mutual 
diftruft  both  in  the  court  and  parliament,  as  it  was 
very  hard  to  fall  into  any  found  meafures  between  them. 
The  king,  at  la  ft,  now  faw  he  had  loft  his  time  of  en- 
tering into  the  war,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  it ;  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  done  it  (upon  my  lord  Duras's  re- 
turn, and)  with  the  whole  confederacy.     And  my  lord 
Eftex  rold  me,  I  had  been  a  prophet,  in  refufing  to  go 
into  Holland  to  make  that  alliance,  which  had,  as  I 
faid,  pleafed  none  at  home  or  abroad,  and  had  now 
loft  all  our  meafures  in  Holland,  and  turned  theirs  up- 
on France. 

But  the  turn  that  the  king  gave  all  this  was,  that, 
fince  the  Dutch  would  have  a  peace  upon  the  French 
terms,  and  France  offered  money  for  his  confent  to 
what  he  could  not  help,  he  did  not  know  why  he  mould 
not  get  the  money;  and  thereupon  ordered  me  to  treat 
upon  it  with  the  French  ambaftador,  who  had  orders 
to  that  purpofe.  I  would  have  excufed  myfelf ;  but 
he  faid,  I  could  not  help  feeing  him,  for  he  would  be 
with  me  at  my  houfe  by  kven  next  morning  :  he  ac- 
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cordingly  came,  and  I  told  him  very  truly,  I  had  been 
ill  in  the  night,  and  could  not  enter  into  bufineis, 
The  ambaffador  was  much  difappointed,  and  preffed 
me  all  he  could  ;  but  I  defended  myfelf  upon  my  ill— 
nefs  till  at  length  he  left  me  without  entering  upon 
any  thing.  When  I  got  up,  I  went  immediately  to 
Sheen,  writ  to  my  lord  treafurer  by  my  wife,  May 
the  tenth,  1678,  how  much  I  was  unfatisfied  with  be- 
ing put  upon  fuch  a  treaty  with  the  French  ambafia- 
dor,  that  belonged  not  at  all  to  my  poll,  and  which 
they  knew  I  thought  difhonourable  to  the  king  y  and 
thereupon  I  offered  to  refign  to  his  majefty  both  my 
embafty  at  Nimeguen,and  promifeof  fecretary  of  Hate's 
place,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  his  majefty  as  he  pleafed. 
My  lord  treafurer  fent  me  word,  the  king  forced  no 
man  upon  what  he  had  no  mind  to ;  but  if  I  refolved 
this  fhould  be  faid  to  him,  1  muft  do  it  myfelf,  or  by 
feme  other,  for  he  would  not  make  my  court  fo  ill  as 
to  fay  it  for  me  ;  and  fo  it  refted,  and  I  continued  at 
Sheen,  without  ftirring  till  the  king  fent  forme. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  the  beginning  of  May,  the 
ill  humour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  began  to  break 
out  by  feveral  difcourfes  and  votes  againft  the  mini- 
Hers  and  their  conduct  -,  which  increafed  the  ill  opi- 
nion his  majefty  had  conceived  of  their  intentions  in 
preffing  him  to  enter  upon  a  war.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  he  had  (as  I  was  told  by  a  good  hand) 
conceived  fuch  an  indignation  at  one  article  of  the  pri- 
vate treaty  propofed  by  moniieur  Barillon,  that  he  faid 
he  would  never  forget  it  while  he  lived  ;  and  though 
he  faid  nothing  to  me  of  his  reientment,  yet  he  feem- 
ed  at  this  time  more  refolved  to  enter  into  the  war, 
than  I  had  ever  before  feen  or  thought  him. 

Monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  the  fon,  was  difpatched  into 
France  to  know  the  laft  intentions  of  that  court  up- 
on the. terms  of  the  peace  propofed  by  his  majefty, 
but  brought  no  anfwer  clear  or  pofitive  \  fo  as  his 
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majefty  went  on  to  complete  his  levies,  and  to  prepare 
for  the    war :  but,  May  the  eleventh,   the  houfe  of 
commons  paiTed  another  negative  upon  the  debate  of 
money  -,  which  fo  offended  the  king,  that  he  pro- 
rogued them  for  ten  days,  believing  in  that  time  his  in- 
tentions to  enter  into  the  war  would  appear  fo  clear  as 
to  fatisfy  the  houfe,  and  put  them  in  better  humour. 
Monfieur  Van  Lewen,  diftafted  with  thefe  delays,  and 
the  counterpaces  between  king  and  parliament,  begins 
to  difcourfe  boldly  of  the  neceifity  his  matters  found 
to  make  the  peace  as  they  could,  fince  there  was  no 
relying  upon  any  meafures  with  England  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to  ad- 
mit any  longer  delays.     Upon  thefe  difcourfes  from 
him,  his  majefly  began  to  cool  his  talk  of  a  war,  and 
to  fay,  the  peace  mud  be  left  to  the  courfe  which  Hol- 
land had  given  it :  and  though,  upon  May  the  twenty- 
third,  the  parliament  met,  and  feemed  in  much  better 
temper  than  they  parted,  yet  news  coming  about  the 
fame  time  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was  {tnt  by  the 
States  to  the  French  court  at  Ghent,  try  propofe  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  for  fix  weeks,  in  order  to  negotiate  and 
agree  the  terms  of  the  peace  in  that  time,  the  affair 
began  now  to  be  looked  upon,  both  in  court  and  par- 
liament, as  a  thing  concluded,  or  at  leaft  as  like  to  re- 
ceive no  other  motion  than  what  mould  be  given  it  by 
Holland  and  France,  And  indeed,  the  difpofmons  were 
fo  inclined  to  it  on  both  fides,  that  the  terms  were  foon 
adjufted  between  them.     Thefe  articles  having  been  fo 
public,  I  fhall  not  trouble  myfelf  to  infert  them,  but 
only  fay,  they  feemed  fo  hard,  both  to  Spain,  and  to 
the  northern  princes,  who  had  made  great  conquefts 
upon  the  Swedes,  that  they  all  declared  they  would  ne- 
ver accept  them  •,  and  when  the  French  ambafladors  at 
Nimeguen  defired  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  to  carry  them  to 
the  confederates,  he  refufed  to  do  it,  or  to  have  part  ia 
a  treaty  or  conditions  of  peace,  fo  different  from  what 
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the  king  his  mailer  had  propofed,  and  that  both  his 
majefty  and  Holland  had  obliged  themfelves  to  purfue 
by  their  late  treaty  at  the  Hague. 

About  this  time,  France,  by  a  conduct  very  furprifing, 
having  fent  monfieur  de  la  Feuillade  to  Medina,  with  a 
common  expectation  of  re-inforcing  the  war  in  Sicily, 
ihewed  the  intention  was  very  different,  and  of  a  fud- 
den  ordered  all  their  forces  to  abandon  that  ifland,  with 
whom  many  Meffinefes  returned,  fearing  the  vengeance 
of  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  they  were  now  expofed  : 
and  this  was  the  only  important  lervice  done  that  crown 
by  all  his  majefly's  intentions  or  preparations  to  affift 
them  •,  for  no  man  doubted  that  the  abandoning  of 
S.cily  was  wholly  owing  to  the  apprehenfions  in  France 
of  a  war  with  England,  which  they  thought  would 
give  them  but  too  much  occafion  for  employing  of  their 
forces.  And  indeed  the  eyes  and  hopes  of  all  the  con- 
federates were  now  turned  fo  wholly  upon  England  for 
any  refource  in  their  affairs,  after  Holland  had  defert- 
ed  them  (as  they  thought)  by  fuch  precipitate  terms  of 
a  peace,  that  many  of  the  chief  minifters  atNimeguen 
left  that  place,  as  of  no  more  ufe  to  the  treaty  it  was 
ciefigned  for,  and  went  into  England,  where  they  thought 
the  whole  fcene  of  that  affair  then  lay  y  among  whom 
was  count  Antoine  the  Danifh  ambafTador,  and  foon 
after,  monfieur  Olivecrans  the  Swedifh,  with  the  elec- 
tor of  Brandenburg's  envoy,  and  feveral  others. 

However,  the  negotiation  continued  there,  between 
the  French  ambaffadors  and  monfieur  Van  Beverning, 
till  he  was  fent  to  the  French  camp  \  where  he  conclu- 
ded the  terms  of  the  peace  towards  the  end  of  June, 
and  a  cefiation  from  all  hbflilities  in  Flanders  for  fix 
weeks,  which  was  given  to  the  Dutch,  to  endeavour 
the  Spaniards  entering  into  the  peace  upon  the  terms 
they  had  propofed  for  them.  And,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  negotiation,  France  feemed  to  have  no  regards, 
jDut  for  Holland ;  and  for  them  fo  much,  that  the  moft 
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chriftian  king  affured  the  States,  that  though  Spain 
fhould  not  agree,  yet  he  had  fuch  a  care  of  their  fatif- 
faction,  that  he  would  always  provide  fuch  a  barrier  in 
Flanders  fhould  be  left,  as  they  thought  necelTary  for 
their  fafety  ;  and  that  after  the  peace  fhould  be  made, 
and  the  ancient  amity  reftored,  he  would  be  ready 
to  enter  into  fuch  engagements  and  meafures  with 
them,  as  fhould  for  ever  iecure  their  repofe  and  their 
liberty. 

This  was  by  all  interpreted  an  invidious  word,  put 
in  on  purpofe  to  cajole  the  enemies  of  the  prince,  who 
ever  pretended  the  fufpicions  of  his  affecting  more 
authority  than  they  defired  y  and  therefore  kept  up  a 
popular  party  in  the  State,  the  chief  of  whom  had  been 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  prefent  peace.  And  indeed 
the  prince  was  not  at  all  referved  in  the  endeavours  of 
oppofing  it,  but  ufed  all  that  was  pofTible  and  agree- 
able to  the  forms  of  the  State :  yet  all  in  vain,  the 
humour  having  fpread  fo  far,  at  firfl  in  Holland,  and 
from  thence  into  the  other  provinces,  that  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  oppofed  or  diverted  by  the  prince. 

In  the  mean  time,  England  was  grown  pretty  indif- 
ferent in  the  matter  of  the  peace,  and  Spain  feemed  well 
inclined  to  accept  their  part  of  it :  but  the  Emperor, 
the  king  of  Denmark,  and  elector  of  Brandenburg  fell 
into  the  higheft  declarations  and  reproaches  againft  the 
States,  that  could  be  well  invented  ;  ripping  up  all 
they  had  ventured  and  fuffered  in  a  war  they  had  be- 
gun only  for  the  prefervation  of  Holland  ;  how  they 
were  now  abandoned  by  them,  in  pretending  to  con- 
clude imperious  and  arbitrary  terms  of  a  peace  upon 
them  without  their  confent :  that  they  were  willing  to 
treat  with  France,  and  make  a  peace  upon  any  fafe  and 
reafonable  conditions ;  but  would  never  endure  to  have 
them  impofed  as  from  a  conqueror ;  and  would  ven- 
ture all,  rather  than  accept  them,  efpecially  tl  .ofe  for 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  whofe  cafe  was  theworfr  rreated 

F  f  4  thoug 
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though  the  mod  favoured  in  appearance  by  all  the  con- 
federates, and  the  lead  contefted  by  France. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  ftorms  from  their  allies, 
the  Dutch  were  little  moved,  and  held  on  their  courfe3 
having  fmall  regard  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  any,  befides 
Spain,  in  what  concerned  the  fafety  of  Flanders  ;  an4 
the  neceffities  of  that  crown  made  them  eafy,  though 
as  little  contented  as  the  refc :  fo  as  the  peace  was  up- 
on the  point  of  figning  by  French  and  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors,  when  an  unexpected  incident  fell  in,  which 
had  like  to  have  overturned  this  whole  fabric,  and  to 
have  renewed  the  war  with  greater  heats,  and  more 
equal  forces,  by  engaging  England  to  a  Ihare  of  it  in 
favour  of  the  confederates,  which  they  had  been  long 
practifing  without  luccefs,  and  now  without  hopes. 

In  the  conditions,  which  Holland  had  made  for  the 
French  refloring  the  fix  towns  in  Flanders  to  Spain, 
there  was  no  particular  mention  made  of  the  time  of 
that  reiiitution  \  the  Dutch  underflanding,  as  well  as 
the  Spaniards,  that  it  was  to  be  upon  the  ratifications 
of  the  peace  with  Spain  and  Holland,  whether  any  of 
the  other  allies  on  each  fide  were  included  or  no.  But? 
when  the  Dutch  treaty  was  near  figning,  the  marquis 
de  Balbaces  either  found  or  made  fome  occafion  of  en^ 
quiring  more  particularly  of  the  French  intentions  up- 
on this  point.  The  French  ambafTadors  made  no  dif- 
ficulty of  declaring,  that  the  king,  their  mailer,  be- 
ing obliged  to  fee  an  entire  reiiitution  made  to  the 
Swedes  of  all  they  had  loft  in  the  war,  could  not  eva- 
cuate the  towns  in  Flanders,  till  thofe  to  the  Swedes 
were  likewife  reflored  5  and  that  this  detention  of  pla- 
ces was  the  only  means  to  induce  the  princes  or  the 
North  to  accept  of  the  peace. 

.  Moniieur  Van  Beverning  gave  account  to  his  mailers 
of  this  new  pretence,  and  the  States  ordered  him  tQ 
let  the  French  ambafTadors  know,  he  could  not  figrj 
the  peace  without  the  reiiitution  of  the  places  in  Flan- 
ders 
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ders  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  French 
ambaffadors  were  firm  on  the  other  fide,  and  faid„ 
their  orders  were  pofttive  to  infift  upon  the  reftitution 
.of  Sweden.  The  States  hereupon  fent  to  monfieur  Van 
Lev/en,  to  acquaint  his  majefty  with  this  unexpected  in- 
cident, and  to  know  his  opinion  and  refolution  upon  a 
point  of  fo  great  moment  to  the  peace  of  Chriftendom 
on  the  one  fide,  and  to  the  fafety  of  Flanders  on  the 
other.  The  king;  was  difficult  at  firft  to  believe  it ; 
but  fending  to  the  French  ambafTador  at  London  to 
Jcnow  the  truth  of  it,  and  finding  him  own  his  mailer's 
intention  not  to  evacuate  the  towns  till  the  general 
peace  was  concluded,  and  Sweden  fatisfied,  he  was 
both  furprifed  and  angry  at  this  proceeding  of  France; 
and  next  morning  fent  for  me  to  the  foreign  commit- 
tee, and  there  declared  his  refolution  of  fending  me 
immediately  into  Holland,  with  coinmiflion  to  fign  a 
treaty  with  the  States,  by  which  they  mould  be  oblig- 
ed to  carry  on  the  war,  and  his  majefty  to  enter  into 
it,  in  cafe  France  fhould  not  confent,  within  a  certain 
time  limited,  to  evacuate  the  towns.  The  duke  fell 
into  this  counfel  with  great  warmth,  and  faid  at  the 
committee,  That  it  was  plain  by  this  pace,  that  France 
was  not  fincere  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  peace  ,  that  they 
aimed  at  the  univerfal  monarchy  ^  and  that  none  but 
his  majefty  could  hinder  them  from  it,  in  the  pofture 
that  Chriftendom  ftood.  All  the  lords  of  the  commit- 
tee agreed,  with  fo  general  a  concurrence,  that  it  was 
hard  to  imagine  this  fhould  not  prove  a  fteady  refolu- 
tion, how  little  foeyer  we  had  been  given  to  any  fuch. 
His  majefty  took  the  pains  to  prefs  Van  Lewen  to  go 
over  with  me,  to  perfuade  the  States  of  the  fincerity 
and  conftancy  of  his  refolution  to  purfue  this  meafure 
with  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  took  upon  himfelf 
to  excufe  to  the  States,  his  mailers,  the  making  this 
journey  without  their  confent, 

Upon 
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Upon  this  difpatch,  Mr.  Godolphin,  who  had  been 
fo  lately  in  Holland,  told  me,  that,  if  I  brought  the 
States  to  the  treaty  his  majefty  propoied  upon  this 
occafion,  he  would  move  the  parliament  to  have  my 
ftatue  fet  up  ;  the  fuccefs  whereof  may  deferve  a  fur- 
ther remark  in  its  due  place. 

Monfieur  Van  Lewen  and  I  went  over  in  July  1 6j$, 
in  two  feveral  yachts  ;  but  met  foon  at  the  Hague, 
where,  upon  my  firft  conference  with  the  commil- 
fioners  of  fecret  affairs,  one  of  them  made  me  the  hand- 
fomeft  Dutch  compliment  I -had  met  with,  That  they 
efteemed  my  coming  into  Holland,  like  that  of  the  fwal- 
low,  which  brought  fair  weather  always  with  it. 

The  prince  received  me  with  the  greater!  joy  in  the 
world  \  hoping  by  my  errand,  and  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
either  to  continue  the  war,  or  recover  fuch  conditions 
cf  peace  for  his  allies,  as  had  been  wrefted  cut  of  his 
hands  by  force  of  a  faction  begun  at  Amfterdain,  and 
fpread  fince  into  the  reft  of  the  provinces. 

To  make  way  for  this  negotiation,  I  concerted  with 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  to  dine  at  his  country- houfe.  with 
monfieur  Hoeft  of  Amfterdam,  Van  Tieltof  Haeriem, 
Patz  of  Rotterdam,  and  two  or  three  more  of  the  chief 
burgomafters  who  had  promoted  the  peace,  or  rather 
precipitated  it,  upon  the  French  conditions.  After 
dinner,  we  entered  into  long  conferences,  in  which 
monfieur  Van  Lewen  allured  them  with  great  confi- 
dence of  the  king's  fincerity  in  the  refolutions  he  had 
taken,  and  feconded  very  effectually  all  I  had  to  hy 
upon  that  fubjecl:  -,  which  had  the  more  credit  from 
one  who  has  gone  as  far  as  any  of  them  in  purfuit  and 
acceptance  of  the  peace. 

The  prince  was  impatient  to  know  what  had  paffed 
in  this  meeting,  which  made  me  go  to  him  that  even- 
ing \  and  I  told  him,  that  I  was  very  confident  to  have 
found,  that  monfieur  Patz,  was  incurable,  and  not 
otherwife  to  be  dealt  with  5  but  that  ail  the  reft  were 

good 
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good  and  well  meaning  perfons  to  their  country,  ab- 
ufed  firft  by  jealoufies  of  his  Highnefs's  match  in  Eng- 
land, by  apprehenfions  of  our  court  being  wholly  in 
the  meafures  of  France,  and  by  the  plaufible  offers  of 
France  towards  iuch  a  peace  as  they  could  defire  for 
themfelves :  that  they  were  fomething  enlightened  by 
the  late  refufal  of  delivering  up  the  Spanilh  towns  till 
the  fatisfaction  of  Sweden  ;  and  would,  I  doubted  not, 
awaken  their  feveral  towns,  fo  as  to  make  them  re- 
ceive favourably  his  majefty's  propofition  upon  this 
conjuncture.  It  happened  accordingly  5  for  monfieur 
Koeft  propofing  at  Amfterdam  to  make  a  trial  and 
judgment  of  the  fincerity  of  France  upon  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding of  the  peace,  by  their  evacuating  the  Spanifh 
towns,  and  without  it  to  continue  the  war,  he  carried 
his  point  there,  in  fpite  of  Valkenier  •,  and  the  fame 
followed  in  all  the  reft  of  the  towns ;  fo  that,  when 
I  fell  into  this  negotiation,  I  concluded  the  treaty  in 
fix  days ;  by  which  France  was  obliged  to  declare 
within  fourteen  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they  would 
evacuate  the  Spanifh  towns  ^  or,  in  cafe  of  their  refu- 
fal, Holland  was  engaged  to  go  on  with  the  war,  and 
England  immediately  to  declare  it  againft  France,  in 
conjunction  with  Holland,  and  the  reft  of  the  confe- 


It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  what  a  new  life  this  gave 
to  the  authority  and  fortunes  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who  was  now  owned  by  the  States  to  have  made  a  tru- 
er judgment,  than  they  had  done,  of  the  meafures  they 
were  to  expect  both  from  France  and  England ;  the  laft 
having  proceeded  fo  refolutely  to  the  offers  of  entering 
into  the  war  (which  was  never  believed  in  Holland) 
and  France,  after  raifing  fo  important  a  difficulty  in 
the  peace,  having  proceeded  in  the  war  fo  far  as  to 
block  up  Mons,  one  of  the  beft  frontiers  remaining  to 
Flanders  |  which  was  expected  to  fall  into  their  hands 

before 


444  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

before  the  term  fixed  for  the  conclufion  or  rupture  of 
the  peace  mould  expire. 

Preparations  were  made  with  the  greater!:  vigour 
imaginable  for  his  highnefs's  expedition  to  relieve 
Mons  ;  and  about  ten  thoufandEnglifii,  already  arrived 
in  Flanders,  were  ordered  to  march  that  way  and  join 
the  prince.  He  went  into  the  field,  with  a  firm  be- 
lief that  the  war  would  certainly  go  on,  fince  France 
feemed  too  far  engaged  in  honour  to  yield  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  towns ;  and  though  they  mould,  yet 
Spain  could  not  be  ready  to  agree  and  fign  the  peace 
within  the  term  limited  :  and  he  thought  that  he  left 
the  States  refolved  not  to  conclude  otherwife  than  in 
conjunction  with  that  crown  :  and  befides,  he  hoped 
to  engage  the  French  army  before  the  term  for  figning 
the  peace  mould  expire  -,  and  refolved  to  relieve  Mons, 
or  die  in  the  attempt,  whether  the  peace  fucceeded  or 
no  ;  fo  as  the  continuance  of  the  war  feemed  inevita- 
ble. But  no  man,  fince  Solomon,  ever  enough  con- 
fidered  how  fubject  all  things  are  to  time  and  chance, 
nor  how  poor  diviners  the  wife  ft  men  are  of  future 
events,  how  plainly  foever  all  things  may  feem  laid 
towards  the  producing  them  ;  nor  upon  how  fmall  ac- 
cidents the  greateftcounfels  and  revolutions  turn ;  which 
was  never  more  proved  than  by  the  courfe  and  event 
of  this  affair. 

After  the  treaty  concluded  and  fignified  to  France, 
all  the  arts,  that  could  be,  were  on  that  fide  employ- 
ed to  elude  it,  by  drawing  this  matter  into  treaty,  or 
into  greater  length,  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well  in 
England.  They  offered  to  treat  upon  it  at  St.  Quintin, 
then  at  Ghent,  where  the  king  himfelf  would  meet 
fuch  ambafladors  as  the  Dutch  fhould  fend  to  either  of 
thefe  towns.  But  the  States  were  firm  not  to  recede 
from  their  late  treaty  concluded  with  his  majefty,  and 
fo  continued  till  about  five  days  before  the  term  was  to 
expire.     Then  arrived  from  England  one  De  Crofs, 

formerly 
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formerly  a  French  monk,  who  fometime  fmce  had  left 
his  frock  for  a  petticoat,  and  infinuated  himfelf  fo  far 
in  the  Swedifh  court,  as  to  procure  a  commiffion  (or 
credence  at  leaf!:)  for  a  certain  petty  agency  in  England. 
At  London  he  had  devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  monfieur 
Barillon  the  French  ambafTador,  though  pretending  to 
purfue  the  intereft  of  Sweden.  About  a  week  after  I 
had  fent  a  fecretary  into  England  with  the  treaty  figned, 
this  man  brought  me  a  packet  from  court,  com- 
manding me  to  go  immediately  away  to  Nimeguen ; 
and  there  to  endeavour  all  1  could  (and  from  his 
majefty)  to  perfuade  the  Swedifh  ambaffadors  to  let 
the  French  there  know,  that  they  would,  for  the  good 
of  Chriflendom,  confent,  and  even  defire  the  king  of 
France,  no  longer  to  defer  the  evacuation  of  the 
towns,  and  ccnfequently  the  peace,  upon  the  fole  re- 
gard and  intereft  of  the  crown  of  Sweden.  I  was 
likewife  commanded  to  affure  the  faid  ambaffadors, 
that,  after  this  peace,  his  majefty  would  ufe  all  the 
moft  effectual  endeavours  he  could,  for  reftitution  of 
the  towns  and  countries  the  Swedes  had  loft  in  the  war. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  any  man  to  be  more  furprifed 
than  I  was  by  this  difpatch  ;  but  the  Penfioner  Fagel 
was  ftunned,  who  came  and  told  me  the  whole  con- 
tents of  it,  before  I  had  mentioned  it  to  any  man  -y- 
and,  that  De  Crofs  had  gone  about  moft  induftrioufly 
to  the  deputies  of  the  feveral  towns,  and  acquainted 
them  with  it ;  and,  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  ab- 
folutely  confented  and  agreed  between  the  trwo  kings  % 
that  he  had  brought  me  orders  to  go  ftraight  to  Nime- 
guen •,  and,  that  I  fhould,  at  my  arrival  there,  meet 
with  letters  from  my  lord  Sunderland,  the  king's 
ambaffador  at  Paris,  with  all  the  particulars  conclu- 
ded between  them. 

How  this  difpatch  by  De  Crofs  was  gained,  or  by 
whom,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  upon 
my  next  return  for  England,  the  duke  told  me,  that 

he 
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he  knew  nothing  of  it  till  it  was  gone,  having  been"  % 
hunting  that  morning.  My  lord  treafurer  faid  all 
that  could  be  to  excufe  himfelf  of  it  •,  and  I  never 
talked  of  it  to  fecretary  Willamfon  •,  but  the  king  in- 
deed told  me  pleafantly,  That  the  rogue  De  Crofs  had 
outwitted  them  all.  The  account  I  met  with  at  court 
was  that  thefe  orders  were  agreed  and  difpatched  one 
morning  in  an  hour's  time,  and  in  the  duchefs  of 
Portfmouth's  chamber,  by  the  intervention  and  purfuit 
of  moniieur  Barillon.  However  it  was,  and  what  en- 
deavours foever  were  made  immediately  after,  at  our 
court,  to  retrieve  this  game,  it  never  could  be  done  ; 
and  this  one  incident  changed  the  whole  fate  of  Chri- 
ftendom  \  and  with  fo  little  feeming  ground  for  any  fuch 
counfel,  that,  before  De  Crofs's  arrival  at  the  Hague, 
the  Swediili  ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen  had  made  the 
very  fame  declaration  and  inflances  to  the  French  am- 
balTadors there,  that  I  was  pofled  away  from  the  Hague 
upon  the  pretence  of  perfuading  them  to  refolve  on. 

When  I  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  there  remained  but 
three  days  of  the  term  fixed  by  the  late  treaty  between 
his  majefty  and  the  States,  at  the  Hague,  either  for 
the  French  afTent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  or 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  in  conjunction  of  Eng- 
land with  Holland,  and  confequently  the  refl  of  the  con- 
federates. I  found  all  men  there  Deriuaded,  that  the 
peace  would  not  fucceed  •,  and  indeed  all  appearances 
were  againfl  it.  The  French  ambaiTadors  had  given 
many  reafons,  in  a  formal  fort  of  manifeiio,  to  the 
Butch,  why  the  king,  their  mafter,  could  notconfent 
to  it  without  the  previous  fatisfa&icn  of  Sweden,  whofe 
interefls  he  efieemed  the  fame  with  his  own ;  but  yet 
declaring  he  was  willing  to  receive  any  expedients, 
the  States  fhould  offer  in  this  matter,  either  by  their 
ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  or  fuch  as  they  fhould  fend 
to  his  m oft  chriftian  majefty  at  St.  Quintin,  or  Ghent. 
The  Dutch  gave  them  an  anfvver  in  writing,  declaring, 

it 
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it  was  a  matter  no  longer  entire,  fince,  upon  the  dif- 
ficulty raifed  about  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  the 
States,  their  mailers,  had  been  induced  to  fign  a  trea- 
ty with  England,  from  which  they  could  not  recede, 
nor  from  the  day  therein  fixed  for  determining  the  fate 
of  either  peace  or  war ;  and  as  there  was  no  time, 
fo  there  could  be  no  ufe  of  any  deputation  to  St. 
Quintin,  or  Ghent,  nor  any  other  expedient,  befides 
the  a  (Tent  of  France  to  evacuate  the  towns.  After  this, 
the  French  ambarTadors  had  declared  to  the  Dutch,  that 
they  had  found  the  king  their  matter  was  refolved,  at 
the  defire  of  the  Swedes,  to  retard  the  peace  no  long- 
er upon  their  confideration ;  and  would  confent  to 
evacuate  the  towns,  upon  condition  the  States  would 
fend  their  deputies  to  treat  upon  the  ways  of  fecur- 
ing  the  future  fatisfaction  to  Sweden,  which  was  by 
both  intended.  But  the  Dutch  ambarTadors  continu- 
ed peremptory,  that  there  could  be  no  deputation  made 
by  their  matters  •,  and,  that  if  the  term  fixed  by  the 
late  treaty  with  England  fhould  elapfe,  there  was  no  re- 
medy but  the  war  mutt  go  on.  To  this  the  French  am- 
barTadors replying,  that  their  hands  were  bound  up  from 
proceeding  further  without  fuch  a  deputation,  the  peace 
was  thereupon  etteemed  defperate  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
becaufe  at  the  fame  time,  the  duke  of  Luxemburg  pref- 
fed  Mons,  and  the  marfrial  de  Schomberg  feemed  to 
threaten  Cologne,  demanding  of  them  immediate  fa- 
tisfaction of  the  money  that  had  been  feized  during 
the  affembly  there  ♦,  and  BrufTels  itfelf  grew  unquiet, 
upon  their  finding  themfelves  almoft  furrounded  by 
French  troops ;  fo  as  the  confederate  minifters  thought 
themfelves  fecure  of  what  they  had  fo  much  and  fo 
long  defired  and  aimed  at,  which  was  a  long  war  in 
conjunction  with  England :  for  they  neither  believed 
France  would  yield  a  pointthey  had  fo  long  and  fo  pub- 
liely  coritefted  ;  nor  (if  they  did)  that  the  Dutch  would 
fufter  their  ambarTadors  to  fign  the  peace  without  Spain ; 

and 
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and  the  time  was  now  too  near  expiring  for  agreeing 
the  terms  and  draught  of  a  treaty  between  the  two1 
crowns,  which  had  not  yet  been  in  any  kind  digefted. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  appearances  and  difpofitions  at 
Nimeguen5  came  the  fatal  day*  agreed  by  the  late  trea- 
ty at  the  Hague,  for  determining  whether  a  fudderi 
peace,  or  a  long  war,  were  to  be  reckoned  upon  in 
Chriflendom  %  when,  in  the  morning  early,  monfieur 
Boreel,  who  had  been  fent  from  Amfterdam  to  the  Dutch 
ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  went  to  the  French  ambaf- 
fadors ;  and*  after  fome  conference  with  them,  thefe 
three  ambaffadors  went  immediately  to  thofe  of  Hol- 
land, and  declared  to  them,  they  had  received  orders 
to  confent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  and  there- 
upon to  fign  the  peace,  but  that  it  mud  be  done  that 
very  morning.  Whether  the  Dutch  were  furprifed  or 
no,  they  feemed  to  be  fo ;  and,  entering  into  debate  up- 
on feveral  of  the  articles*  as  well  as  upon  the  interefts- 
of  Spain,  this  conference  lafted  near  five  hours  :  but 
ended  in  agreement  upon  all  the  points,  both  of  peace 
and  commerce,  between  France  and  Holland,  and  or- 
ders for  writing  all  fair  with  the  greateft  hafte  that  was- 
poHible,  fo  as  the  treaty  might  be  figned  that  night. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  the  French  ambafTa- 
dors, having  demanded  an  hour  of  me  and  Sir  Lionel 
came  to  us  at  my  houfe,  gave  us  an  account  of  their 
agreement  with  the  Dutch  ambaffadors  upon  all  points 
in  difference  between  them,  and  of  the  treaty's  being 
lb  ordered,  as  that  it  fhould  be  figned  that  evening  ; 
and  made  us  the  offer  that  they  would  all  come,  and 
fign  it  at  my  houfe,  that  fo  we  might  have  the  part  in 
it  that  was  due  to  the  mediators. 

We  anfwered  them,  that,  having  been  fent  by  hisma- 
jefty  with  inftrucliions  only  to  mediate  a  general  peace, 
we  could  not  by  our  orders  affift  at  the  figning  of  a 
particular  one ;  and  therefore  defired  them  to  excufe 
us  from  having  any  part  in  this  conclufion  between 

them 
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them  and  the  Dutch,  either  by  the  figning  it  at  our 
houfes,  or  by  ufing  our  names  as  mediators  in  the 
treaty. 

The  Dutch  ambafTadors  came  to  us  likewife  with 
the  fame  communication  and  offer,  and  received  the 
fame  anfwer  ;  and  i  cbferved  their  converfation,  upon 
this  mighty  and  fudden  turn,  to  be  a  good  deal  embar- 
raffed,  and  fomething  irrefolute,  and  not  very  well 
agreed  between  the  two  ambafTadors  them ielves.  Mon- 
fieur  Van  Beverning  complained  of  the  uncertainty  of 
our  conduct  in  England,  and  the  incurable  jealoufies 
that  De  Crofs's  journey  had  raifed  in  Holland  :  That, 
fince  the  king  ftill  defircd  the  peace,  his  matters  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  conclude  it  -,  and  that  they,  the 
ambafTadors,  took  themfelves  to  be  lb  inftructed,  as 
that  they  muft  fign  the  peace  upon  the  offers  made  by 
the  French  to  evacuate  the  towns.  Monfieur  Van 
Haren  did  not  feem  to  me  fo  clear  in  point  of  their 
orders ;  and  I  never  could  learn  whether,  upon  De  Crofs's 
arrival  and  difcourfes  at  the  Hague,  the  States-deputies 
there  had  fent  orders  to  their  ambafTadors  atNimeg-uen 
to  fign  the  peace  (even  without  the  Spaniards)  in  cafe 
of  the  French  afTenting  to  the  evacuation  oft!  e  towns 
before  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe  mould  ex- 
pire ;  or  whether  only  the  town  of  Arnfrerdam  had  by 
Boreel  fent  that  advice  to  monfieur  Van  Beverning, 
with  afTurances  to  bear  him  out  in  what  he  did,  where 
his  orders  might  receive  a  doubtful  ihnk  or  interpreta- 
tion. However  it  were,  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was 
bent  upon  giving  this  fudden  end  of  the  war,  and  fuch 
a  quick  difpatch  to  the  draught  of  the  treaty,  that  ire 
was  agreed  in  all  articles,  and  written  out  fair,  fo  as  to 
be  figned  between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night.  And 
thus  were  eluded  all  the  efTecls  of  the  late  treaty  con- 
cluded at  the  Hague,  and  the  hopes  conceived  by  the 
confederates  of  the  war's  going  on  ;  which  fo  provoked 
feveral  of  their  tniriifters,  as  to  engage  them  in  fharp 
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and  violent  proteftations  againit  the  Dutch  ambafia- 
dors,  by  which  they  hoped  to  deter  them  from  figning 
the  peace  without  new  orders  from  their  matters.  But 
ail  was  to  no  purpofe,  Van  Beverning  was  unmoved, 
and  the  thing  was  done. 

The  day  after  the  peace  wras  figned,  came  an  exprefs 
to  me  from  court,  with  the  ratifications  of  the  late 
treaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the  States,  and  orders 
to  me  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  them: 
which  was  fuch  a  counterpace  to  the  diipatch  I  had 
received  by  De  Crofs,  and  to  the  confequences  of  it, 
which  had  ended  in  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  and 
thereby  rendered  the  late  treaty  of  no  farther  ufe,  that 
the  ratification  feemed  now  as  linnecefTary,  as  it  had 
been  at  firft  unrefolved  at  our  court,  and  unexpected 
from  us  by  the  Dutch.  However,  I  went  away  imme- 
diately upon  this  exprefs-,  and,  next  day  after  my  arri- 
val at  the  Hague,  made  an  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
according  to  the  orders  I  received. 

I  found  the  penfioner  and  feveral  other  of  the 
deputies  very  much  unfatisfied  with  the  peace,  and 
more  with  the  precipitation  of  monfieur  Van  Beverning 
to  fign  it  upon  the  fudden  offer  of  the  French  ambafTa- 
dors  to  evacuate  the  towns,  and  before  he  had  ac- 
quainted the  States  with  it,  and  received  new  orders 
upon  it.  They  faid  his  inftructions  could  not  warrant 
him  \  they  talked  of  calling  him  in  queftion  for  it, 
and  of  difavowing  what  he  had  done,  and  thereupon 
of  having  recourfe  to  the  treaty  with  his  majefty,. 
(which  they  now  faw  ratified)  and  of  continuing  the 
war  in  conjunction  with  England;  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  they  faw  France  had  no  mind  to  venture  it,  but 
had  chofen  to  ftoop  from  thofe  high  flights  they  had 
fb  long  made  in  all  tranfactions  with  their  neighbours 
either  of  war  or  peace.  But  others  of  the  Deputies, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  declared  their  fatisfaction 
in  this  conclufion   at   Nimeguen,  argued,  that   the 
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Weaknefs  of  their  confederates,  efpecially  Spain,  and 
the  unfteadinefs  or  irrefolution  of  England,  had  made 
the  peace  of  abfolute  neceflity  to  Holland  ;  and  excufed 
any  precipitation  of  their  ambafTadors  in  figning  that 
day,  or  without  clear  and  pofitive  orders,  upon  the 
emergency  being  lb  fudden  and  furprifing,  and  the 
timefo  critical,  that  the  delay  of  lending  to  the  Hague 
muft  of  neceflity  have  engaged  the  States  in  their  ob- 
ligations of  the  late  treaty  with  England,  and  thereby 
in  a  necefiity  of  continuing  the  war. 

The  truth  is,  I  never  obferved,  either  in  what  I  had 
feen  or  read,  any  negotiation  managed  with  greater 
addrefs  and  flail*  than  this  had  been  by  the  French  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  affair  $  efpecially  fince  the 
prince  of  Orange's  match,  which  was  thought  to  have 
given  them   fo  great  a  blow,  and  by  force  of  con- 
duel  was   turned  fo  much  to  their  'advantage.     'Tis 
certain  and  plain,  they  never  intended  to  continue  the 
war,  if  England  mould  fall  with  fuch  weight  into  the 
fcale  of  the  confederates^  as  the  force  of  that  king- 
dom and  humour  of  the  people  would  have  given  to 
fuch  a  conjunction  \  and  confequently,  that  his  ma- 
jelly  might  have  prefcribed  what  terms  he  pleafed  of 
the  peace,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  mediation : 
for  befides  the  refpecl  which  the  French  have  for  our 
troops,  both  horfe  and  foot,  more  than  any  others, 
efpecially  fince  thefervices  and  advantages  they  received 
from  them  in  all  their  actions  againft  the  Germans ; 
befides  the  terror  of  a  conjunction  between  our  naval 
forces  and  the  Dutch,  and  of  defcents  upon  their  coafts, 
with  the  dangerous  influences  that  might  make  upon 
the  difcontents  of  their  people  ;  they  wifely  forefaw 
another  coniequence  of  our  falling  into  this  confede- 
racy, which  muft  unavoidably  have  proved  more  mortal 
to  them  than  all  the  reft,  in  two  years  time.  For  whereas 
the  wealth  of  France,  which  makes  their  greatnefs, 
arifes  from  the  infinite  confumption  made,  by  fo  many 
G  g  2  neighbouring 
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neighbouring  countries,  of  fo  many  and  rich  comma*- 
dities  as  the  native  foil  and  climate,  or  ingenuity  of  the 
psople  produces  in  France;  in  cafe  this  war  had  gone  on-, 
withEngland  engaged  in  it,  all  thefe  veins  of  fuch  infinite 
treafure  had  been  itopped  at  once,  or  at  lead  left  open 
only  tofome  parts  of  Italy,,  which  neither  takes  oft  their 
wines,  their  lalts,  nor  their  modes  in  habit  or  equipage, 
that  draw  fo  vail  expences  upon  all  the  provinces  al- 
moft  of  Europe  which  lie  northward  of  France,  and 
drain  fuch  vafl  fums  of  money  from  all  their  neigr*- 
bours,  into  that  fruitful  and  noble  kingdom,  more  fa- 
voured by  nature,  in  my  opinion,  than  any  other  in 
the  world  :  but  the  lofs  of  this  advantage,  upon  the 
neceffity,  folly,  or  luxury  of  others,  muft,  in  two  or 
three  years  time,  reduce  them  to  fuch  weaknefs  in 
thole  finews  of  the  war,  by  fo  general  a  poverty  and 
rnifery  among  their  people,  that  there  would  need  no 
other  effect  of  fuch  a  general  confederacy,  to  confume 
the  ftrength  and  force  of  that  nation.  This  they  very 
prudently  forefaw,  and  never  intended  to  venture; 
but,  having  reafon  to  apprehend  it  from  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  match  in  England,  they  took  it  without  re- 
fentment ;  nay,  improved  it  rather  into  new  kind- 
nefs  than  quarrel,  making  ufe  of  the  king's  good  na- 
ture to  engage  him  in  a  prorogation  of  the  parliament 
immediately  after  ;  which  made  it  appear,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  that  they  had  flill  the  afcendant 
upon  our  court.  They  eluded  the  effects  of  the 
meffage  fent  them  by  lord  Duras  with  his  majefly's 
fcheme  of  the  peace,  by  drawing  it  out  into  expos- 
tulations of  kindnefs,  and  fo  into  treaty.  During 
this  amufement  of  our  court,  they  plied  their  bufinefs 
in  Holland  yet  with  greater  art  and  induftry,  poi- 
foned  the  people  there  with  jealoufies  of  the  prince's 
match  in  England,  and  of  defigns  from  both  upon 
their  liberties  by  a  long  and  unneceffary  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  They  united  the  factions  in  Am;- 
fterdam  upon  the  fcent  of  a  peace,  and  upon  their  own 
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conditions.,  to  avoid  thofe  that  had  been  propofed  by 
his  majeity.  When  they  had  gained  their  point  with, 
the  feveral  deputies  in  Holland,  they  acquainted  the 
king  with  their  being  fure  of  the  peace  on  that  fide  j 
and,  by  his  ainbaffador  at  Paris,  made  offers  of  mighty 
fums,  both  to  himfelf  and  his  chief  mini (ler,  only  for 
their  confent  to  fuch  a  peace  as  Holland  itielf  was  con- 
tent with.  When  the  States  had  abfolutely  refolved 
on  the  peace,  by  the  particular  faction  of  Amfterdam, 
and  general  terror  upon  the  French  taking  of  Ghent 
and  threatening  Antwerp,  they  efleemed  the  humour 
in  Holland  fo  violent  towards  the  peace,  and  fo  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  fluctuation  of  our  counfels  in  Eng- 
land, that  they  thought  they  might  be  bold  with  them 
upon  the  interefls  of  Spain,  and  lb  raifed  the  pretence 
of  not  evacuating  the  towns  before  the  Satisfaction  of 
Sweden.  And  though  1  know  this  was  by  the  politi- 
cians effeemed  a  wrong  pace  of  France ;  yet  1  did  not 
think  it  fo,  but  that  all  appearances  were  for  their  fuc- 
ceeding  in  it.  Nor  had  they  reafon  to  believe  either 
jour  court  or  Holland  would  have  refented  it  to  that 
degree  they  did  •,  or  that  they  could  have  fallen  into 
fuch  clofe  and  fudden  meafures,  and  with  fuch  confi- 
dence, as  they  happened  to  do  upon  this  occafion  by 
the  treaty  pf  July  at  the  Hague.  When  this  was  con- 
cluded, they  made  all  the  offers  that  could  be  at  break- 
ing the  force  of  it  •,  by  drawing  it  into  negotiation, 
and  by  condefcenfions  to  the  States  unufual  with  that 
crown  even  to  the  greater!  kings.  They  poifoned  it  by 
the  difpatch  of  De  Crofs,  and  by  his  inilrudlions,  as 
well  as  artifices  and  induftry,  to  make  the  contents  of 
it  public  at  the  Hague  ;  which  were  pretended  at  court 
to  be  fent  over  to  me  with  the  greateft  fecrecy  that 
could  be.  At  the  fame  time  they  made  all  the  decla- 
rations of  not  receding  from  the  difficulties  they  had 
raifed,  otherwife  than  by  treaty  ;  and  thereby  laid 
afleep  all  jealoufies  of  the  confederates,  as  well  as  en- 
G  g  3  deavouj$ 
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deavours  to  prevent  a  blow  they  did  not  believe  could 
arrive,  where  the  honour  of  France  feemed  fo  far  en- 
gaged :  and  thus  they  continued  till  the  very  day 
limited  for  their  final  declaration.  The  fecret  was  fo 
well  kept,  that  none  had  the  lead  umbrage  of  it  that 
very  morning.  When  they  declared  it,  they  left  not 
the  JButch  ambaffadors  time  enough  to  fend  to  their 
milters  •>  fearing,  if  they  had,  the  States  would  have 
refufed  to  fign  without  Spain,  which  could  not  be 
ready  before  the  time  muft  have  elapfed  for  incurring 
the  effects  of  the  late  treaty. 

Thus  the  peace  was  gained  with  Holland.  His  ma- 
jefty  was  excluded  from  any  fair  pretence  of  entering 
into  the  war,  after  the  vail  expence  of  raifing  a  great 
army,  and  tranfporting  them  into  Flanders,  and  after 
a  great  expectation  of  his  people  raifed,  and,  as  they 
thought,  deluded.  Spain  was  neceflitated  to  accept 
the  terms  that  the  Dutch  had  negotiated  for  them  ; 
and  this  left  the  peace  of  the  empire  wholly  at  the 
mercy  and  difcretion  of  France,  and  the  reftitution  of 
Lorrain  (which  all  had  confented  in)  wholly  abandoned 
and  unprovided.  So  that  1  muft  again  conclude  the 
conduct  of  France  to  have  been  admirable  in  the  whole 
c&urfe  of  this  affair,  and  the  Italian  proverb  to  conti- 
nue true,  che  gli  pazzi  Francefi  fono  morti  [the  French 
fools  are  dead.]  On  the  contrary,  our  counfels  and 
conduct  were  like  thofe  of  a  floating  ifland,  driven  one 
way  or  t'other,  according  to  the  winds  or  tides.  The 
king's  djipofkion  inclined  him  to  preferve  his  meafures 
with  France,  and  confequently  to  promote  a  peace 
which  might  break  the  prefent  confederacy  :  the  hu- 
mour of  his  people  and  parliament  was  violent  to- 
wards engaging  him  in  a  war :  the  minifters  were  wa- 
vering between  the  fears  of  making  their  court  ill,  or 
of  drawing  upon  them  the  heats  of  a  houfe  of  com* 
mons,  whom  the  king's  expences  made  him  always  in 
peed  of.     From  thefe  humours  arofe  thole  uncertain- 
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ties  in  our  counfels,  that  no  man,  who  was  not  behind 
the  curtain,  could  tell  what  to  make  of,  and  which 
appeared  to  others  much  more  myflerious  than  indeed 
they  were  ;  till  a  new  and  formidable  engine,  begin- 
ning to  appear  upon  the  flage,  made  the  court  fall 
into  an  abfolute  refolution  of  entering  into  the  war 
juft  when  it  was  too  late  ;  and  to  poft  away  the  rati- 
ficatitans  of  the  treaty  of  July,  fo  as  to  arrive  the  day 
after  the  French  and  Dutch  had  figned  the  peace, 
and  after  the  king  had  given  the  States  occafion  to 
believe  he  did  not  intend  to  ratify  it,  but  that  he  had 
taken  his  meafures  with  France-,  for  fo  all  men  in 
Holland  concluded  from  De  Crofs's  journey,  and  the 
commands  he  brought  me  for  mine  to  Nimeguen,  at 
a  time  when  my  prefence  at  the  Hague  was  thought 
the  moft  neceflary,  both  to  ratify  the  treaty,  if  it  had 
been  intended,  and  to  keep  the  States  firm  to  their 
reiblutions  upon  it.         s 

Thus  ended  in  fmoke  this  whole  negotiation,  which 
was  near  raifing  fo  great  a  fire.  France,  having  made 
the  peace  with  Holland,  treated  all  the  reft  of  it  with 
eafe  and  leifure,  as  playing  a  iurc  game.  England,  to 
avoid  a  cruel  convulfion  that  threatened  them  at  home, 
would  fain  have  gone  into  the  war,  if  Holland  would 
have  been  prevailed  with  -,  but  they  could  not  truft  us 
enough  to  lofe  the  prefent  intereft  of  trade,  for  the 
uncertain  events  of  a  war  wherein  they  thought  their 
neighbours  more  concerned  than  themfeives. 

About  two  or  three  days  after  my  return  to  the 
Hague,  and  exchanging  the  ratifications,  came  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Mons,  between  the  prince  of  Orange 
and  the  French  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Luxemburg,  who  had  pofted  himfelf  with  the  ftrength 
and  flower  of  the  French  forces  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
prince's  defign  of  relieving  Mons.  And  I  remember, 
the  day  the  Dutch  peace  was  figned  at  Nimeguen,  I 
was  faying  to  the  Marfhal  D'Eftrades,  That,  for  aught 
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I  knew,  we  might  have  a  peace  figned,  and  a  battle 
fbught,  both  in  one  day.  :  He  replied,  There  was  nq 
fear  of  it ;  for  the  Duke  of  Luxemburg  had  writ  him 
word,  he  was  fo  potted,  that  if  he  had  but  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  and  the  prince  forty,  yet  he  was  fure  he 
would  not  be  forced  -y  whereas  he  took  his  army  to  be 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  prince.  I  need  not  relate  an 
action  fo  well  known  in  the  world  -,  and  fo  mail  only 
lay,  that  in  fpite  of  many  diiadvantages  from  an  army 
drawn  fo  fuddenly  together,  ib  hafty  a  march  as  that  of 
the  Dutch,  and  poits  taken  with  fo  much  (kill,  and 
fortified  with  fo  much  indufcry  by  the  French,  as  was 
believed,  the  prince  upon  the  fourteenth  of  Anguft 
attacked  them  with  a  refolution  and  vigour  that  at  firft 
furprifed  them,  and,  after  an  obttinate  and  bloody 
fight,  \o  difordered  them,  that  though  the  night 
prevented  the  end  of  the  action,  yet  it  was  generally 
concluded,  that,  if  he  had  been  at  liberty  next  day  to 
purfue  it  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Englifli  that 
were  ready  to  join  his  army,  he  mutt  in  all  appearance 
not  only  have  relieved  Mons,  but  made  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  into  France  as  had '  been  often  clefigned, 
but  never  attempted  fince  the  war  began  ;  and  upon! 
which  a  French  officer  prefent  in  it  faid,  That  he 
efteemed  this  the  only  heroic  action  that  had  been, 
done  in  the  whole  courfe  or  progrefs  of  it. 

But*  the  morning  after  the  battle,  the  prince  received 
from  the  States  advice  of  the  peace  having  been 
figned  atNirneguen ;  and  thereupon  immediately  fen t  a 
deputy  with  the  news  of  it  to  monfieurDe  Luxemburg. 
After  compliments  paffed  on  both  fides,  the  Duke  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  prince  -,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  they 
met  in  the  field,  at  the  head  of  their  chief  officers, 
where  all  paffed  with  the  civilities  that  became  the 
occafion,  and  with  great  curiofity  of  the  French,  to  fee 
and  crowd  about  a  young  prince,  who  had  made  fo 
much  noife  in  the  world,  and  had,  the  day  before., 
>  given, 
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given  life  and  vigour  to  fuch  a  defperate  action,  as  all 
men  efteemed  this  battle  of  St.  Dennis.  Yet  many 
reflections  were  made  upon  it  by  the  prince's  friends,  as 
well  as  his  enemies  :  fome  faid  that  he  knew  the  peace 
was  figned  before  the  fight  began,  and  that  it  was  too 
great  a  venture  both  to  himfelf  and  the  States,  and  too 
great  a  facrifice  to  his  own  honour,  fince  it  could  be 
to  no  other  advantage  :  others  laid  it  to  the  marquis  De 
Grana,  who,  they  faid,  had  intercepted  and  concealed  the 
States  packet  to  the  prince,  which  came  into  the  camp 
the  day  before  the  battle  (but  after  it  was  refolved  on) 
and  that  he  had  hopes  by  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
even  after  it  was  figned,  that  the  progrefs  of  it  would 
have  been  defeated.  Whether  this  were  true,  or  no, 
J  could  never  certainly  be  informed  ;  but  fo  much  is, 
that  the  prince  could  not  have  ended  the  war  with 
greater  glory  j  nor  with  greater  fpite,  to  fee  fuch  a 
mighty  occafion  wrefled  out  of  his  hands  by  the  Hid- 
den and  unexpected  figning  of  the  peace,  which  he 
had  allured  himfelf  the  States  would  not  have  con- 
fented  to  without  the  Spaniards.  Yet,  upon  the  cer- 
tain news  of  it,  he  drew  back  his  army,  returned  to 
the  Hague,  and  left  the  States  to  puriue  their  own 
paces  in  order  to  finifhing  the  treaty  between  France 
and  Spain,  wherein  the  Dutch  ambafladors  at  Nime- 
guen  employed  themfelves  with  great  Zealand  diligence, 
and  no  longer  as  parties  or  confederates,  but  as  media- 
tors •,  whilft  Sir  Lionel,  who  continued  Hill  there  in 
that  figure,  declined  the  function,  as  in  a  matter  wherein 
he  found  our  court  would  not  take  any  part,  nor  allow 
themfelves  to  have  had  any  in  the  peace  between  France 
and  Holland. 

Soon  after  the  prince's  return,  he  went  to  Dieren  to 
hunt  in  the  Veluvve,  like  a  peribn  that  had  little  elfe 
to  do :  and,  I  having  occafion  to  go  at  the  fame  time 
to  Amfterdam,  he  defired  me  to  remember  him  kindly 
to  morjfieur  Hoeft,  the  chief  burgomafter  there,  and 

tell 
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tell  him,  that  he  defired  him  to  be  no  longer  in  his 
interefls  than  he  fhould  find  his  highnefs  in  the  true 
interefls  of  the  State.  I  did  fo  •,  and  monfieur  Hoeft 
very  frankly  and  generoufly  bid  me  tell  the  prince, 
he  would  be  jufl  what  his  highnefs  defired,  and  be 
ever  firm  to  his  interefls  wfyle  he  was  in  thofe  of  his 
country ;  but,  if  ever  his  highnefs  departed  from 
them,  he  would  be  the  firfl/man  to  oppofe  him;  till 
then,  he  would  neither  certfure  nor  diftruft  his  con- 
duct ;  for  he  knew  very  well,  without  mutual  trufl  be- 
tween the  prince  and  the  States,  his  country  mufl  be 
ruined.  From  this  time  to  that  of  his  death,  mon- 
fieur Hoeft  continued  ift  the  fame  mind,  and  by  his 
example  that  great  and  jjealous  town  began  to  fall  into 
much  more  confidence,  not  only  of  the  prince,  but  of 
his  whole  conduct  in  the  adminifl-ration  of  the  affairs 
of  this  State.  \ 

For  the  time  I  flaid  ai  Amflerdam,  I  was  every  day 
in  converfation  with  monfieur  Hoeft,  who,  befides 
much  learning,  worth,  fir\cerenefs,  and  credit  in  his 
town,  was  a  man  of  a  pleaf&nt  natural  humour  \  which 
makes,  in  my  opinion,  the  rhoft  agreeable  converfation 
of  all  other  ingredients,  and  much  more  than  any  of 
thofe  fqueezed  or  forced  flrains  of  wit  that  are  in 
fome  places  fo  much  in  requeft ^though,  I  think, 
commonly  the  men,  that  affect  them,-are-themfe1ves 
much  fonder  of  them  than  any  of  the  company. 

Dining  one  day  at  monfieur  Hoeft's,  and  having  a 
great  cold,  I  obferved,  every  time  I  fpit,  a  tight  hand- 
fome  wench  (that  flood  in  the  room  with  a  clean 
cloth  in  her  hand)  was  prefently  down  to  wipe  it  up, 
and  rub  the  board  clean  :  fomebody  at  table  fpeaking 
of  my  cold,  I  faiq1,  the  mofl  trouble  it  gave  me  was 
to  fee  the  poor  wench  take  fo  much  pains  about  it : 
monfieur  Hoeft  told  me,  'Twas  well  I  efcaped  fo  ;  and, 
that  if  his  wife  had  been  at  home,  though  I  were  an 
ambaflador,  fhe  would  have  turned  me  out  of  doors 

for 
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for  fouling  her  houfe  :  and,  laughing  at  that  humour, 
laid,  there  were  two  rooms  of  his  houfe  that  he  never 
durft  come  into,  and  believed  they  were  never  open 
but  twice  a-year,  to  make  them  clean.  I  faid,  1  found 
he  was  a  good  patriot  -,  and  not  only  in  the  interefls  of 
his  country,  but  in  the  cufloms  of  his  town,  where 
that  of  the  wife's  governing  was,  I  heard,  a  thing 
eitablifhed.  He  replied,  'Twas  true,  and  that  all  a 
man  could  hope  for  there,  was  to  have  une  douce 
patronne  [an  eafy  governefs]  and  that  his  wife  was  fo. 
Another  of  the  magiftrates  at  table,  who  was  a. 
graver  man,  faid,  monfieur  Hoeft  was  pleafant,  but 
the  thing  was  no  more  fo  in  their  town,  than  in  any 
other  place  that  he  knew  of.  Hoeft  replied  very 
brifkly,  it  was  fo,  and  could  not  be  otherwife,  for  it 
had  long  been  the  cuftom ;  and  whoever  offered  to 
break  it  would  have  banded  againft  him,  not  only  all 
the  women  in  the  town,  but  all  thofe  men  too  that 
were  governed  by  their  wives,  which  would  make 
too  great  a  party  to  be  oppofed.  In  the  afternoon, 
upon  a  vifit,  and  occafion  of  what  had  been  faid  at 
monfieur  Hoeft's,  many  ilories  were  told  of  the  flrange 
and  curious  cleanlinefs  fo  general  in  that  city ;  and 
fome  fo  extravagant  that  my  After  took  them  for 
jell ;  when  the  fecretary  of  Amflerdam,  thaT  was  of 
the  company,  defiring  her  to  look  out  of  the  window, 
faid,  Why,  madam,  there  is  the  houfe  where  one  of 
our  magiftrates  going  to  vifit  the  miftrefs  of  it,  and 
knocking  at  the  door,  a  {trapping  North -Holland 
lafs  came  and  opened  it  ;  he  afked,  Whether  her 
miflrefs  was  at  home  ?  fhe  faid,  Yes  \  and  with  that 
he  offered  to  go  in  :  but  the  wench,  marking  his  fhoes 
were  not  very  clean,  took  him  by  both  arms,  threw 
him  upon  her  back,  carried  him  crofs  two  rooms,  fet 
him  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  flairs,  pulled  off  his 
(hoes,  put  him  on  a  pair  of  flippers  that  flood  there, 
and  all  this  without  faying  a  word  ^  but,  when  fhe 

had 
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had  done,  told  him,  he  might  go  up  to  her  miftrefs, 
vho  was  in  her  chamber. 

I  was  very  glad  to  have  a  little  diverted,  with  fuch 
pleafantries  as  thefe,  the  thoughts  of  that  bufy  fcene, 
in  which  I  was  fo  deeply  engaged,  that  I  will  confefs 
the  very  remembrance  of  it,  and  all  the  ftrange  fur- 
prifmg  turns  of  it,  began  to  renew  thofc  cruel  motions 
they  had  raifed  both  in  my  head  and  heart,  whilft  I 
had  fo  great  and  fo  fenfible  a  part  in  them.  But  to 
return  where  I  left  the  thread  of  thefe  affairs. 

After  the  peace  of  Holland  and  France,  the  minifters 
of  the  confederates,  efpecially  thofe  of  Denmark  and 
Brandenburg,  employed  their  laft  efforts  to  prevent  the 
Spaniards  agreeing  to  their  part  of  the  peace,  as  ac- 
cepted for  them  by  the  Dutch.  They  exclaimed  at 
their  breach  of  honour  and  intereft :  that  what  was 
left  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders,  by  thofe  terms,  was 
indefenfible,  and  could  ferve  but  to  exhauft  their  men 
and  treafures  to  no  purpofe  •,  that  the  defign  of  France 
was  only  to  break  this  prefent  confederacy  by  thefe 
feparate  treaties,  and  fo  leave  the  Spaniards  abandoned 
by  their  alliesupon  the  next  invafion;  which  they  would 
have  reafon  to  expec~l,  if  Spain  fhould  ufe  them  with 
as  little  regard  of  their  honour  and  treaties,  as  the 
Dutch  ambafladors  feemed  to  defign.  Thefe  themfelves 
alfo  met  with  fome  difficulties  in  their  mediation,  by  a 
pretention  raifed  in  France  upon  the  county  of  Beau- 
mont and  town  of  Bovignes,  which  they  did  not  find 
to  have  been  mentioned  in  what  had  palled  between 
the  French  and  Dutch,  upon  the  fcore  of  Spain,  be- 
fore the  peace  was  figned. 

All  thefe  circumftances  began  to  make  it  look  un- 
certain what  would  at  length  be  determined  by  the 
States,  as  to  their  ratifications,  which  were  like  to  be 
delayed  till  Spain  had  concluded  their  treaty,  though 
thofe  of  France  had  been  difpatched  fo  as  to  arrive  at 
JsTimeguen  the  twenty-fecond  of  this   month  >    and 

monfieur 
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morifieur  D'Avaux  commanded  from  thence  to  tire 
Hague,  in  quality  of  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  the 
States ;  and  the  French  army  had  retired  into  France  at 
the  fame  time  the  Dutch  returned  from  before  Mons. 
So  that  all  feemed,  on  the  French  fide,  refolved  to 
purfue  the  peace  -,  on  the  fide  of  the  Empire  and 
Princes  of  the  North,  to  carry  on  the  war  -,  on  the 
Spaniards,  very  irrefolute  whether  to  accept  the 
peace  the  Dutch  had  mediated  for  them,  or  no  :  and 
in  Holland,  'twas  doubtful  whether  to  ratify  that 
their  ambafifadors  had  figned,  and  whether  at  lean: 
before  the  treaty  of  Spain  mould  be  agreed. 

Whilft  the  minds  of  men  were  bufied  with  different 
reafonings  and  prefages,  as  well  as  wifhes,  upon  this 
conjuncture  ;  about  the  end  of  Auguft  Mr.  Hide 
arrived  at  the  Hague  from  England,  without  the  leaft 
intimation  given  me  of  his  journey,  or  his  errand  -,  fo 
that  I  was  furpri fed,  both  to  fee  him,  and  to  hear  the 
defign  of  iuch  a  fudden  difpatch. 

The  fubftance  of  it  was,  to  acquaint  the  States  how 
much  the  king  had  been  furprifed  at  the  news  of  their 
ambaffadors  having  figned  a  particular  treaty  with 
France,  even  without  the  inclusion  of  Spain,  and  with- 
out any  guaranty  given  for  the  evacuation  of  the  towns 
within  the  time  requifite  :  to  complain  of  this  precipi- 
tation of  the  States  •  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  new 
pretenfions  that  France  had  advanced  upon  the  county 
of  Beaumont  and  the  town  of  Bovignes,  which  had 
retarded  the  peace  of  Spain,  and  hindered  it  from 
being  concluded  at  the  fame  time  with  mat  of  Holland ; 
which  his  majefty  underflood  always  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  States,  as  well  as  his  own.  That  for 
thefe  reafons  he  underflood,  and  believed,  that  the  late 
treaty  of  July,  between  his  majefty  and  the  States,  ought 
to  take  effect ;  the  cafe  being  fallen  out  againft  which 
that  was  provided,  and  both  parties  being  thereby 
obliged  to  enter  jointly  into  the  war  againft  France  : 

that, 
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that,  if  the  States  would  hereupon  refufe  to  ratify  the 
treaty  their  minifters  had  figned  at  Nimeguen,  his 
majefly  offered  to  declare  war  immediately  againft 
France,  and  carry  it  on  in  all  points  according  to  the  arti- 
cles and  obligations  of  the  faid  treaty  with  the  States. 

Though  Mr.  Hide  did  not  know,  or  did  not  tell 
me,  the  true  fpring  of  this  refolute  pace  that  was  made 
by  our  court,  fo  different  from  all  the  reft  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  affair,  yet  he  affured  me  they  were 
both  in  earn  eft,  and  very  warm  upon  the  fcent,  and 
defired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  enter  immediately  and 
vigoroufly  into  the  war,  in  cafe  Holland  would  be 
perfuaded  to  continue  it ;  and  that  no  time  nor  endea- 
vours were  to  be  neglected  in  purfuing  the  commifllon 
he  brought  over,  which  was  given  jointly  to  us  both, 
and  recommended  to  me  particularly  from  court,  with 
all  the  in  fiances  and  earneftnefs  that  could  be.  When 
I  carried  him  that  very  evening  to  the  prince  at  Hon- 
flaerdyck,  and  he  acquainted  his  highnefs  with  the 
whole  extent  of  his  errand  and  inftructions  $  the  prince 
received  it  very  coldly,  and  only  advifed  him  to  give  in 
a  memorial  to  the  States,  and  afk  commiffioners  to 
treat,  by  whom  he  would  find  what  the  minds  of  the 
States  were  like  to  be  upon  this  affair,  and  at  which  he 
would  at  prefent  make  no  conjecture. 

After  aihort  audience,  Mr.  Hide  went  to  theprincefs, 
and  left  me  alone  with  the  prince ;  who,  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,  lift  up  his  hands  two  or  three  times,  and 
faid,  '  Was  ever  any  thing  fo  hot,  and  fo  cold,  as  this 

*  court  of  yours  ?  Will  the  king,  that  is  fo  often  at 
6  fea,  never  learn  a  word  that  1  mall  never  forget  fince 
'  my  laft  paffage,  when,  in  a  great  ftorm,  the  captain 

*  was  all  night  crying  out  to  the  man  at  the  helm, 

*  Steady,  Heady,  fteady  ?  If  this  difpatch  had  come 
«  twenty  days  ago,  it  had  changed  the  face  of  affairs 

*  in  Chriftendom ;  and  the  war  might  have  been 
'  carried  on,  till  France  had  yielded  to  the  treaty  of 

«  the 
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c  the  Pyrenees,  and  left  the  world  in  quiet  for  the  reft 
*  of  our  lives :  as  it  comes  now,  it  will  have  no  effect 
<  at  all.  At  leaft,  this  is  my  opinion,  though  I  would 
■  not  fay  fo  to  Mr.  Hide,' 

After  this,  he  afked  me,  what  I  could  imagine  was 
at  the  bottom  of  this  new  heat  in  our  court ;  and 
what  could  make  it  break  out  fo  mal  a  propos  [unfea- 
fonably]  after  the  diffatisfaction  they  had  expreffed 
upon  the  late  treaty  when  it  was  firfl  fent  over,  and 
the  difpatch  of  De  Crofs,  fo  contrary  to  the  defio-n 
of  it.  I  told  him  very  truly,  that  I  was  perfectly- 
ignorant  of  the  whole  matter,  and  could  give  no  guefs 
at  the  motions  of  it :  and  fo  I  continued  till  fome 
months  after,  when  I  was  advifed,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
the  plot,  which  has  fince  made  fo  great  noife  in  the 
world,  was  juft  then  breaking  out ;  and  that  the  court, 
to  avoid  the  confequences  that  might  have  upon  the 
ill  humour  of  the  parliament,  which  feemed  to  rife 
chiefly  from  the"  peace,  his  majefty  refolved  to  give 
them  the  fatisfaction  they  had  fo  long  defired,  of 
entering  into  the  war  :  which  is  all  the  account  I  can 
give  of  this  couhfel  or  refolution. 

The  event  proved  anfwerable  to  the  judgment  the 
prince  at  firft  made  of  it •,  for  though  the  States-deputies 
drew  the  matter  into  feveral  debates  and  conferences 
with  us,  which  rilled  all  parties  concerned  in  the  war 
with  different  apprehenfions,  and  ferved  to  facilitate 
the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain ;  yet  the  penfioner 
told  me  from  the  firft,  this  was  all  the  ufe  that  could 
be  made  of  it,  and  that  the  States  were  fo  unfatisfied 
with  our  whole  conduct  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace, 
that  though  they  would  be  glad  to  fee  us  in  the  war, 
yet  they  were  refolved  to  have  no  farther  part  in  it, 
unlefs  France  mould  refufe  what  they  had  already  pro- 
mifed  to  Spain.  However,  while  this  affair  continued 
in  agitation,  during  Mr.  Hide's  flay  at  the  Hague,  all 
appearances  looked  very  different  from  the  opinion  of 

the 
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the  prince  and  penfioner,  who  alone  had  fo  full  agrafp 
of  the  bufmefs  in  Holland,  as  to  make  a  true  judgment 
what  the  general  fentiments  there  would  determine  in. 
Many  of  the  deputies  were  fo  ill  fatisrled  with  theif 
ambaffadors  having  figned  the  peace,  that  they  in- 
clined to  his  majefty's  propofals*  and  framed  feveraH 
articles  againft  monfieur  Van  Beverning's  proceedings, 
whereof  fome  laid  miftakes  to  his  charge  ;  others,  the 
omifiion  of  matters  abfolutely  neceffary  in  the  treaty  ; 
and  others  more  directly,  his  having  gone  beyond  the 
orders  and  inftructions,  particularly  in  having  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  States  mould  give  their  guaranty  for 
the  neutrality  of  Spain.     And  in  this  point,  I  doubt* 
he  had  nothing  to  mew  from  his  mailers  to  cover  him. 
The  reft  feemed  rather  to  be  raifed  invidioufly  at  his 
conduct,  in  having  fuddenly  concluded  an  affair,  which 
they  now  faw  might  have  had  another  iffue  if  he  had 
given  it  more  breath  ;  though,  at  that  time,  many  of 
his  accufers  expected  as  little  from  England  as  he  did, 
and  with  reafon  alike,  fince  none  of  them  could  ima- 
gine any  thing  of  that  new  fpring  there,  from  which 
this  violent  motion  had  begun.     Whatever  monfieur 
Van  Beverning's  orders  or  his  proceedings  had  been, 
the  heats  were  fo  high  againft  him  at  the  Hague,  that 
many  talked,   not  only  of  difavowing  what  he  had 
done*  but  of  forming  a  procefs  againft  him  upon  it :  and, 
though  in  a  fhort  ftay  he  made  there  upon  this  occafion, 
he  had  the  fortune  or  the  juftice  to  fee  his  enemies 
grow  calm  towards  him  -,  yet  he  was  not  a  little  mor- 
tified with  fo  ill  payment  of  what  he  thought  had  been 
ib  good  fervice  to  his  country  -,  and,  after  his  return  to 
Nimeguen,  was  obferved  to  proceed  in  the  negotiations 
there  with  more  phlegm,  and  caution  than  was  natural 
to  his  temper  ^  and  lefs  mew  of  partiality  to  the  peace 
than  he  had  made  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  treaty. 

All  this  while  thefe  matters  were  in  motion  at  the 
Hague,  the  king's  forces  were  every  day  tranfporting 
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into  Flanders,  as  if  the  war  were  to  be  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  certainty  and  vigour.     Which  gave  opi- 
nion and  heart  to  thofe  in  Holland  that  difliked  the 
peace.    It  raifed  alio  fo  great  confidence  in  the  Spani- 
ards, that  they  fell  into  jill  the  meafures  they  could  with 
the  confederate  minillers  at  Nimeguen,  to  form  diffi- 
culties and  delays  in  the  treaty  there,  between  that 
Crown  and  France ;  upon   the  fecurity  that  Holland 
would  not  ratify  theirs,  till  that  of  Spain  were  conclu- 
ded ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  might  be  drawn 
into  the  war  by  the  violent  difpofitions  which  now  ap- 
peared in  England,  as  well  as  in  the  confederates,  to 
continue  it.    The  Spaniffi  ambaffadors  laid  hold  of  all 
occafions  to  except  againfl  the  matter  or  ftyle  of  thofe 
articles  whichHolland  had  mediated  between  them  and 
France;  they   found  difficulties  upon  the   condition 
wherein  the  feveral  towns  to  be  evacuated  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  them,  as  to  the  fortifications  that  had  been 
made  in  them  by  the  French,  and  as  to  the  artillery 
and  munitions  that  were  in  them  at  the  time  when  the 
Dutch  had  agreed  upon  thofe  conditions  ;  they  found 
matter  of  difpute  upon  the  territories  that  belonged  to 
the  feveral  towns,  and  efpecially  upon  the  Chatelenie 
of  Aeth,  which  France  had  difmembered  fince  it  was 
in  their  pofTeffion,  and  had  joined  above  threefcore  vil- 
lages to  the  Chatelenie  of  Tournay,  which  had  belong- 
ed to  Aeth,  and  were  with  that  town  transferred  by 
the  Spaniards  to  the  French,  upon  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  :  but  the  French  pretending  now  to  reftore  it, 
only  in  the  condition  they  had  left  it,    and  not  what 
they  had  found  it,  the  Spaniards  made  a  mighty  cla- 
mour both  at  London  and  the  Hague  upon  this  fubjed,. 
and  complained  of  this,  among  other  fmaller  matters, 
as  innovations  endeavoured  to  be  introduced  by  France, 
even  beyond  what  they  had  themfelves  propofed  to  the 
Dutch,  and  agreed- in  April  laft,  which  had  been  hti 
and  purfued  as  the  Very  foundation  of  the  peace. 
Vol.  II,  H  h  In 
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In  this  uncertain  ftate  all  matters  continued  at  thf 
Hague  for  about  three  weeks,  the  opinions  of  molt 
ftisrl  running  generally  againft  the  peace  ;  as  well  as 
the  wagers  at  Amfterdam,  by  which  people  often  ima- 
gine the  pulle  of  the  Scate  is  to  be  felt  and  judged, 
though  indeed  it  be  a  fort  of  trade  driven  by  men  that 
have  little  dealing  or  fuccefs  in  any  other,  and  is  ma- 
naged with  more  tricks  than  the  refe  feems  to  be  if! 
that  fcene  %  not  only  coining  falfe  news  upon  the  place* 
but  pradtifmg  intelligence  from  remote  parts  to  their 
purpofe,  concerting  the  fame  advices  from  different 
countries,  and  making  great  fecret  and  myftery  of 
reports  that  are  raifed  on  purpofe  to  be  publick  ;  and 
yet  by  fuch  devices  as  thefe,  not  only  the  wagers  a$ 
Amfxerdam  are  commonly  turning,  but  the  rffiflg  and 
failing  of  the  very  actions  of  the  Eaft-India  company 
are  often  and  in  a  great  meafure  influenced. 

But  France  thought  the  conjuncture  too  important 
to  let  it  hover  long  in  fuch  uncertainties  ;  and  there- 
fore firft  difpatched  a  courier  to  their  ambafTadors  as 
Nimeguen,  with  leave  to  fatisfy  the  States  in  thofe 
claufes  of  their  treaty  wherein  they  feemed  to  except 
juftly  againft  moniieur  Van  Beverning's  conduct,  and 
thereby  cover  the  credit  of  that  minifter  who  had  been 
lb  affectionate  an  inflrument  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
treaty.  Next,  they  gave  them  liberty  to  foften  a  little 
of  the  rigour  they  had  hitherto  exercifed  in  the  fmalleft 
points  contefted  with  the  Spaniards  •,  and  lafl  of  all, 
they  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  their  ambafTadors,  with 
power  to  remit  all  the  differences  which  obftructed  or 
retarded  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  between  that 
crown  and  Spain,  to  the  determination  and  arbitrage 
of  the  States   themfelves. 

This  was  a  pace  of  fo  much  confidence  towards  the 
States,  and  appeared  fuch  a  teftimony  of  the  moft 
chriftian  king's  fincerity  in  the  late  advances  he  had  made 
towards  a  peace,  that  it  had  all  the  effect  defigned  by 
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k.  The  feveral  towns  and  provinces  proceeded  with  a 
general  concurrence  to  the  ratifications  of  the  peace* 
that  they  might  lie  ready  in  their  ambafTadors  hands  to 
be  exchanged  when  that  of  Spain  mould  be  figned. 
Monfieur  Van  Beverning,  now  favoured  with  a  fair  gale 
from  home,  the  humour  of  his  country  blowing  the 
feme  way  with  his  own  difpofitions,  and  leconded  with 
the  great  facilities  that  were  given  by  France,  made 
fuch  a  quick  difpatch  of  what  remained  in  conteft  upen 
the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain,  that  all  was  per- 
fected and  figned  by  the  twentieth  of  September,  and 
thereupon  the  Dutch  ratifications  were  exchanged  with 
the  ufual  forms.  In  all  this  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  had 
no  part,  as  in  an  affair  difapproved  by  the  king  his 
matter.  The  Dutch  ambafTadors  played  the  part  of 
formal  mediators  •,  had  the  treaty  between  the  two 
crowns  figned  at  their  houfe  ;  and  took  great  care,  by 
the  choice  and  difpofition  of  the  room  where  it  was 
performed,  to  avoid  all  punctilio's  about  place,  that 
might  arife  between  the  feveral  ambafTadors.  Mr. 
Hide  had  the  mortification  to  return  into  England,  with 
the  entire  difappointment  of  the  defign  upon  which  he 
came,  and  believed  the  court  fo  pafnonately  bent  -,  I 
was  left  at  the  Hague  without  any  thing  more  to  do* 
than  to  perform  the  part  of  a  common  ambafTador  ; 
France  was  left  in  poiTefTion  of  the  peace  with  Holland 
and  Spain,-  and,  by  confequence,  mailer  of  that  of  the 
empire  and  the  north,  upon  their  own  terms  -,  and 
England  was  left  to  bufy  itfelf  about  a  fire  that  was 
breaking  out  at  home,  with  fo  much  fmoke,  and  fa 
much  noife,  that,  as  it  was  hard  to  difcover  the  begin- 
ning, fo  it  was  much  harder  to  forefee  the  end  of  it. 

After  the  peace  of  Spain  figned,  and  of  Holland 
ratified,  though  the  ambafTadors  of  the  emperor  at 
Nimeguen  were  ful!en,andthofe  of  Denmark  and  Bran- 
denburg  enraged,  yet,  by  the  application  oftheDutcfi 
ambafTadors.  the  conferences  were  fet  on  foot  between 
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them  and  the  French  ;  and  Sir  Lionel  received  orders 
from  court  to  return  to  his  function,  though  the  re- 
maining part  he  had  in  the  affair  was  rather  that  of  a 
meflenger  than  a  mediator.  The  northern  princes 
continued  their  preparations  and  marches,  as  if  they 
re  olv.d  to  puriue  the  war  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  gave 
ie  loupes  to  the  Emperor  offome  private  intelligences 
or  negotiations  of  feparate  treaties  let  on  foot  between 
France  and  Denmark,  and  others  between  that  crown 
and  Brandenburg,  by  monfieur  Defpenfe,  an  old  fer- 
vant  of  the  elector,  but  fubject  of  France.  On  the 
other  fide,  France  made  great  preparations  to  attack 
the  Empire,  upon  pretence  of  forcing  them  into  the 
terms  they  had  prefcribed  for  the  peace  ;  and  thereby 
gave  fo  great  terror  to  the  princes  of  the  Rhine,  that 
)ay  firft  expofed  to  the  fury  of  their  arms,  that  the  elec- 
tors of  Mentz  and  Triers,  and  Duke  ofNewburg,  fent 
away  in  great  hafte  to  the  States,  demanding  and  de- 
iiring  to  be  included  by  them  in  the  peace  they  had 
made,  by  virtue  of  an  article  therein,  which  gave 
them  liberty  within  fix  weeks  to  declare  and  include 
fuch  as  they  fhould  name  for  their  allies.  But  this  was 
oppofed  by  France,  and  refufed  to  any  particular 
prince  of  the  Empire,  and  allowed  only  to  the  Em- 
peror and  Empire,  if  they  mould  jointly  defire  to  be 
declared  and  Included  in  the  peace  as  an  ally  of  Hol- 
land. The  duke  of  Lorrain,  about  the  fame  time, 
feeing  the  whole  confederacy  breaking  into  fo  many 
feveral  pieces,  and  every  one  minding  only  how  to 
fnift  the  beft  they  could  for  "themielves,  accepted  his 
part  of  the  peace  as  France  had  carved  it  out  for  him  -y 
and  chofe  the  alternative  offered  from  that  crown  by 
which  Nancy  v/as  to  remain  to  France.  But  the  Em- 
peror, though  he  profefTed  all  the  inclination  that  could 
be  to  fee  the  general  peace  refcored,  yet  he  pretended 
not  to  fuffer  the  t.rms  of  it  fhould,  like  laws,  be  im- 
[ofed  upon   him.     He  confented  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
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merit  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia,  which  feemed  to  be 
all  that  France  infilled  on  ;  but  could  not  agree  to  the 
paffage  demanded  for  their  troops,  whenever  they 
found  it  necefTary  for  the  execution  of  the  faid  treaties ; 
and  this  was  infifted  on  pofitively  by  the  French.  Nor 
could  the  Imperialifls  yield  to  the  dependence  pretend- 
ed by  France  of  the  ten  towns  of  Alface  upon  that 
crown  ;  which  the  French  demanded  as  fo  left,  or  at 
lean;  intended,  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  while  theEm- 
peror's  ambafiadors  denied  either  the  fact  or  the  inten- 
tion of  that  treaty. 

While  thefe  difpofitions,  and  thefe  difficulties,  de- 
layed the  treaty  of  the  Emperor,  the  ratifications  of 
Spain  were  likewife  deferred,  by  concert,  as  was  fup- 
pofed,  between  the  two.houfes  of  Auftria  ;    fo  as  the 
term  agreed  for  the  exchange  of  them  was  quite  elapf- 
ed,  and  twice  renewed  or  prolonged  by  France,  at  the 
defire  of  the  States.  But,  during  this  time,  the  French 
troops  made  incurfions  into  the  richeft  parts  of  Flan- 
ders, and  which  had  been  befl  covered  in  the  time  of 
the  war  5  and  there  exacted  fo  great  contributions,  and 
made  fuch  ravageswhere  they  were  difputed,  that  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands  were  more  ruined  between  the 
figning  of  the  peace,  and  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions, than  they  had  been  in  fo  much  time,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  outcries  and  calamities  of  their  fubjects  in 
Flanders,  at  length  moved  the  Spaniards  out  of  their 
(low  pace  •,  but  more,  the  embroilments  of  England 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  plot  v/hich  took  up  the  minds 
both  of  court  and  parliament,  and  left  them  little  or  no 
regard  for  the  courfe  of  foreign  affairs.  This  profpect 
made  Holland  the  more  eager  upon  urging  the  peace  to 
a  general  iffue  \  and  France,  making  a  wife  ufe  of  fo 
favourable  a  conjuncture,  prefTed  the  Empire,  not  only 
by  the  threats  and  preparations  of  a  fudden  invafion, 
but  alfo  by  confining  their  offers  of  the  peace  to  certain 
H  h  3  days, 
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days,  and  railing  much  higher  demands,  if  thofe  mould 
expire  before  the  Emperor's  acceptance. 

All  thefe  circumftances,  improved  by  the  diligence 
and  abilities  of  the  Dutch  ambafladors  at  Nimeguen, 
at  length  determined  the  houfe  of  Anuria  to  run  the 
fhip  amore,  whatever  came  on  it,  rather  than  keep  out 
at  fea  in  fo  cruel  a  ftorm  as  they  faw  falling  upon  them, 
and  for  which  they  found  themfelves  fo  unprovided. 
The  Spanifh  ratifications  at  length  arrived  :  and  after 
the  winter  far  fpent  in  fruitlefs  contefl  by  the  Imperial 
ambafladors,  and  more  fruitlefs  hopes  from  England 
by  rj>e  Spaniards  and  other  confederates,  Sir  Lionel 
Jenk'iiss  gave  notice,  both  to  the  court  and  to  me,  that 
he  looked  upon  the  treaty  between  the  Emperor  and 
France  tq  be  as  good  as  concluded  •,  and  foon  after  I 
received  hi|  majelty's  commands  to  go  immediately 
away  from  the  Hague  to  Nimeguen,  and  there  afUft 
as  a  mediator  a]:  the  figning  of  the  peace,  which  then 
appeared  to  be  general. 

I  never  obeyed  £i1:e  king  fo  unwillingly  in  my  life, 
both  upon  account  of  an  errand  fo  unnecefTary,  and, 
at  beft,  fo  merely  formal  (which  I  never  had  been 
ufed  to  in  fo  long  a  courfe  of  employments)  j  and  like- 
wife  upon  the  inclemency  of  Jthe  feafon,  which  was  ne- 
ver known  fo  great  in  any  n;a.n's  memory  as  when  I 
fet  out  from  the  Hague.  The  fa^w  was  in  many  pla- 
ces where  I  paffed  near  ten  foot  deep,  and  ways  for 
my  coach  forced  to  be  digged  through  ifi  feveral  poll- 
boys  died  upon  the  road  -,  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  fee 
people  walk  about  with  long  icicles  from  their  nofes. 
I  paffed  both  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal,  -tf.ith  both 
cpaches  and  waggons  upon  the  ice  ;  and  never  in  my 
life  fuffered  fo  much  from  weather  as  in  this  journey, 
in  fpite  of  all  provifions  I  could  make  againlt  it.  The 
bell  of  it  was,  that,  I  knew  all  the  way,  it  was  neither 
at  all  material  that  the  mediators  mould  figp  this 
brancji  of  the  general  peace,  having' llgned  none  of 
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the  other  ;  nor  that  two  fhould  fign  it,  when  one  alone 
had  aflifled  in  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation  fince  it 
was  renewed  between  the  Empire  and  France.  Be- 
fides,  I  was  very  confident  it  would  not  at  lafb  be  fign-* 
ed  by  either  of  us ;  for  I  could  not  believe  when  it 
came  to  the  point,  the  Emperor's  ambaffadors  mould 
yield  that  of  precedence  to  the  mediators,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty,  which  they  never  confented  to 
do  in  the  whole  courfe  of  it :  fo  that  I  looked  upon  the 
favour  of  this  journey,  as  afforded  me  from  the  parti- 
cular good-will  of  fome  of  my  good  friends  in  the 
foreign  committee  ;  taking  a  rife  from  fome  inflances 
of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was  in  one  of  his  ufual 
agonies,  for  fear  of  being  left  in  the  way  of  fign- 
ing  alone  a  treaty,  which  he  neither  was  pleafed 
with  himfelf,  nor  believed  many  people  in  England 
like   to  be. 

I  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  end  of  January  1678-9, 
and  found  all  concluded,  and  ready  to  fign,  as  Sir 
Lionel  believed  ;  yet  the  Imperialifls  made  a  vigorous 
effort  in  two  conferences,  after  my  arrival,  to  gain 
fome  eafe  in  the  points  of  Lorrain,  and  the  dependence 
of  the  ten  towns  in  Alface,  wherein  they  thought 
themfelves  the  mod  hardly  ufed  of  any  others,  and  in 
the  firft,  their  mailer's  honour  and  juflice  moil  con- 
cerned ;  fo  as  count  Kinfki  made  a  mien  of  abfolutely 
breaking,  without  fome  relief  upon  them.  But  the 
French  ambaffadors  knew  too  well  the  force  of  the 
conjuncture,  and  the  neceflity  laid  upon  the  Emperor 
by  the  Dutch  and  Spanifh  peace,  to  pafs  the  fame  way, 
or  leap  out  of  the  window  \  and  they  were  too  fkilful 
not  to  make  ufe  of  it,  or  to  give  any  ground  to  all 
the  inflances  or  threats  of  the  Imperialifls.  Thefe,  on 
the  other  fide,  durfl  not  venture  the  expiration  of  the 
lafb  day  given  them  by  France,  nor  the  referve  made 
in  that  cafe  of  exacting  new  and  harder  terms.  So  as 
{he  peace  was   figned  about   three   days   after   my 
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arrival.  The  poor  duke  of  Lorrain  thought  himfelf 
prefTed  with  iuch  hardlhips  upon  both  the  alternatives, 
that  he  could  not  refolve  to  accept  of  either  •,  for,  in 
that  he  had  chofen,  not  only  his  duchy  was  difmem- 
bered  of  feveral  great  parts  wholly  cut  off,  but  the  reft 
left  at  the  French  difcretion  •,  who  infilled  upon  great 
ipaces  of  ground  left  them  in  propriety,  quite  crofs 
his  country,  for  the  march  of  their  armies,  whenever 
they  mould  pretend  cccafion  :  fo  this  noble,  but  un- 
fortunate prince,  was  left  wholly  cut  of  the  treaty, 
and  of  his  country;  contrary  to  the  direct  and  re- 
peated engagements  of  the  confederates,  and  the  in^ 
tentions  of  his  majefry,  as  he  often  declared  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  treaty. 

When  it  was  ready  to  fign,  the  French  ambafTadors 
offered  to  yield  the  precedence  in  figning  it  to  us  as 
mediators,  which  they  had  done  very  frankly  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  afTembly  •,  but  the  Imperialifls, 
when  it  came  to  the  point,  downright  refufed  it  -y  and 
we,  according  to  our  primitive  orders,  refufed  to  fign 
without  it  \  and,  by  our  offers,  gained  only  the  point 
of  having  that  determined  againlt  us,  which  till  this 
time  had  always  remained  in  iufpenfe. 

Whilfl  I  ftaid  at  Nimeguen,  I  had  ^a  meet  of  paper 
fent  me  from  an  unknown  hand,  written  in  Latin,  but 
in  a  flyle  and  character  that  difcovered  it  to  be  by  fome 
German  :  the  fubjedt  of  it  was  a  Jong  comment  upon, 
a  quatrain  recited  out  of  Ncjiredamus. 

Ne  fotis  ks  ombres  d/une  j  cur  nee  nsclurne- 

Sera  en  los  et  bont'i  fouverain, 
Fera  renaijire  le  fang  deF  antique  urne 

Et  changer  a  en  or  le  ficcle  d'airain* 

Under  the  fhades  of  a  nocturnal  day  being  born, 
In  glory  and  goodnefs  fever eignfkail  Jhine, 
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Shall  caufe  to  [ping  again  the  blood  6* the  ancient  urn% 
And^  into  gold,  the  brazen  age  refine. 

The  fcope  of  the  whole  difcourfe  was  to  prove  the 
prince  of  Orange's  being  by  it  defigned  for  the  crown 
of  England,  and  how  much  glory  and  felicity  mould 
attend  that  age  and  reign.  I  could  not  but  mention 
it,  becaufe  I  thought  the  interpretation  ingenioufly 
found  out  and  applied,  having  otherwife  very  little 
regard  for  any  fuch  kind  of  predictions,  that  are  fo 
apt  to  amufe  the  world.  And  though  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  Royal  family  leave  not  this  without  ap- 
pearance of  arriving  at  one  time  or  other,  yet  it  is  at 
too  great  a  diftance  for  my  eyes,  which,  by  the 
courfe  of  nature,  mull  be  clofed  long  before  fuch  an 
event  is  like  to  fucceed.  The  author  of  this  paper 
made  the  fhades  of  a  nocturnal  day  to  fignify  the 
deep  mourning  of  the  princefs  royal's  chamber,  with 
the  lamps  hung  about  it,  which,  by  the  windows 
being  kept  fhut,  left  no  other  light  in  it  that  morning 
the  prince  was  born  (which  was  foon  after  his  fa- 
ther's death).  Reftoring  the  blood  of  the  ancient 
urn,  was  that  of  Bourbon,  or  of  Charlemaigne,  from 
whom  the  prince  was  laid  to  defcend.  The  reft  was 
only  panegyrick  upon  his  virtues,  and  the  general 
praife  mould  attend  them,  and  the  golden  age  he 
mould  reftore. 

The  day  after  the  treaty  was  ilgned  I  leftNimeguen, 
and  returned  to  the  Hague,  after  a  cruel  fatigue  and 
expence;  which  was  rendered  the  more  agreeable,  when, 
upon  my  going  into  England  foon  after,  I  found  my- 
felf  in  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  in  arrear  at  the 
treafury  :  and  though,  with  much  trouble  and  delay, 
and  fome  worfe  circumftances  (to  engage  men  that  were 
more  dexterous  than  I  in  fuch  purfuits)  I  recovered 
the  reft  of  my  debt ;  yet  two  and  twenty  hundred 
pqunds,  due  to  me  for  this  laft  embalTy,  continues 
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to  this  day  a  defperate  debt,  and  mark  upon  me  how 
unfit  I  am  for  a  court ;  and  Mr.  Godolphin,  after 
having  both  faid  and  writ  to  me,  that  he  would  move 
to  have  my  ftatute  fet  up  if  I  compafTed  that  treaty, 
has  fat  feveral  years  fince  in  the  treafury,  and  feen  me 
want  the  very  money  1  laid  out  of  my  own  purfe  in 
that  fervice,  and  which  I  am  like  to  leave  a  debt  upon 
my  eftate  and  family. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  myfelf  with  obferving  the  remain- 
ing paces  of  the  general  peace,  by  that  of  the  north, 
which  was  left  to  be  made  at  the  mercy  of  France. 
And  though  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  looked  big, 
and  fpoke  high  for  a  time  after  the  peace  between  the 
Empire  and  France,  pretending  they  would  defend 
what  they  had  conquered  from  the  Swedes  in  Germa- 
ny; yet  upon  the  march  of  the  French  troops  into  the 
Brandenburg  country,  both  thofe  princes  made  what 
hade  they  could  to  finifh*  their  feparate  treaties  with 
France  ;  and,  upon  certain  fums  of  money  agreed  on, 
delivered  up  all  they  had  gained  in  this  war  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden.  Thus  Chriftendom  was  left  for  the 
prefent  in  a  general  peace,  and  France  to  purfue  what 
they  could  gain  upon  their  neighbours  by  their  preten- 
fions  of  dependences,  and  by  the  droit  de  bienfcance  [the 
right  of  conveniency]  -,  which  they  purfued  with  fuch 
imperious  methods,  both  againft  the  Empire  and  the 
Spaniards,  as  rendered  their  acquifitions  after  the  peace 
greater,  at  lead  in  confequence,  than  what  they  had 
gained  by  the  war:  fince  not  only  great  tracts  of  coun- 
try, upon  the  fcore  of  dependences,  but  Strafourg  and 
Luxemburg  fell  as  facrifices  to  their  ambition  without 
any  neighbouring  Prince  or  State  concerning  them- 
felves  in  their  relief.  But  thefe  enterprifes  I  leave  to 
fome  others  obfervations. 

Very  foon  after  my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  king 
fent  me  orders  to  provide  for  my  return  as  foon  as  I 
could  poffibly  be  ready;  and  bid  me  acquaint ^ the 
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prince  and  the  States,  that  he  had  fent  for  mc  ov^A  ^ 
come  into  the  place  of  firft  fecrctary  of  State  in  Mr. 
Coventry's  room.  My  lord  treafurer  writ  to  me  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  and  with  more  efteem  than  I  could 
pretend  to  deferve,  telling  me,  among  other  things, 
they  were  fallen  into  a  cruel  difeafe,  and  had  need  of 
fo  able  a  phyfician.  This  put  me  in  mind  of  a  ftory  of 
Dr.  Prujean  (the  greateft  of  that  profeflion  in  our  time) 
and  which  I  told  my  friends  that  were  with  me  when 
thefe  letters  came.  A  certain  lady  came  to  the  doc- 
tor in  great  trouble  about  her  daughter.  Why,  what 
ails  fhe  ?  Alas,  doctor,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  fhe  has 
ioft  her  humour,  her  looks,  her  ftomach;  her  ftrength 
confumes  every  day,  fo  as  we  fear  fhe  cannot  live. 
Why  do  not  you  marry  her  ?  Alas,  doctor,  that 
we  would  fain  do,  and  have  offered  her  as  good  a 
match  as  fhe  could  ever  expect,  but  fhe  will  not  hear 
of  marrying.  Is  there  no  oth^r,  do  you  think,  that 
fhe  would  be  content  to  marry  ?  Ah  doctor  !  that  is  it 
that  troubles  us  -,  for  there  is  a  young  gentleman  we 
doubt  fhe  loves,  that  her  father  and  I  can  never  confent 
to.  Why  look  you,  madam,  replies  the  doctor  gravely 
(being  among  all  his  books  in  his  clofet)  then  the  cafe 
is  this,  your  daughter  would  marry  one  man,  and  you 
would  have  her  marry  another  :  in  all  my  books  I  find 
no  remedy  for  fuch  a  difeafe  as  this.  I  confefs,  I  ef- 
teemed  the  cafe  as  defperate  in  a  political  as  in  a  natu- 
ral body,  and  as  little  to  be  attempted  by  a  man,  who 
neither  ever  had  his  own  fortune  at  heart  (v/hich  fuch 
conjunctures  are  only  proper  for)  nor  ever  could  refolve 
-upon  any  purfuits  of  it,  to  go  againlt  either  the  true 
intereit  or  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  one  of  which  is 
commonly  endangered  upon  the  fatal  misfortune  of 
fuch  divifions  in  a  kingdom:  I  chofe  therefore  to  make 
my  excufes  both  to  the  king  and  to  my  lord  treafurer, 
and  defired  leave  to  go  to  Florence,  and  difcharge 
myfelf  of  a   promife  I  had  made  fome  years  paft 
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of  a  vifit  to  the  great  duke,  the  firft  time  I  had  leifure 
from  my  public  employments.  Inftead  of  granting 
this  fuit,  the  king  fent  a  yacht  for  me,  towards  the  lat- 
ter end  of  February  1678-9,  with  orders  to  come 
immediately  away  to  enter  upon  the  fecretary's  office 
about  the  fame  time  with  my  lord  Sunderland,  who 
was  brought  into  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  s  place.  I 
obeyed  his  majefty,  and  acquainted  the  prince  and 
States  with  my  journey,  and  thedefignof  it,  according 
to  his  command  ;  who  made  me  compliments  upon 
both,  and  would  have  had  me  believe,  that  the  fecre- 
tary  of  (late  was  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  the 
ambaiTador.  But  I  told  the  prince,  that  though  I 
muft  go,  yet,  if  I  found  tlae  fcene  what  it  appeared  to 
us  at  that  diitance,  I  would  not  charge  myfeif  with 
that  employment  upon  any  tenr:s  that  could  be  offered 
me.  We  knew  very  well  in  Holland,  that  both  houfes 
of  parliament  believed  the  plot :  that  the  clergy,  the 
city,  the  country  in  general  did  fo  too,  or  a  leaft  pur^ 
fued  it  as  if  they  all  believed  it.  We  knew  that  the  king 
and  fome  of  the  court  believed  nothing  of  it,  and  yet 
thought  not  fit  to  own  that  opinion :  and  the  prince 
told  me,  he  had  reafon  to  be  confident  that  the  king 
was -in  his  heart  a  Roman- Catholic,  though  he  durft 
not  profefs  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  knew  not  what 
to  believe  on  one  fide  or  t'other ;  but  thought  it  eafy 
to  prefage,  from  fuch  contrary  winds  and  tides,  fuch 
a  ftorm  muft  rife,  as  would  tear  the  fhip  in  pieces^ 
whatever  hand  were  at  the  helm. 

At  my  arrival  in  England,  about  the  latter  end  of 
February,  I  found  the  king  had  diffolved  a  parliament 
that  had  fat  eighteen  years,  and  given  great  teftimo- 
nies  of  loyalty  and  compliance  with  his  majefly,  till 
they  broke  firil  into  heats  upon  the  French  alliances, 
and  at  laft  into  flames  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  plot  * 
I  found  a  new  parliament  was  called ;  and  that,  to 
make  way  for  a  calmer  feflion,  the  refolution  had  been 
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taken  at  court  for  the  duke's  going  over  into  Holland, 
who  embarked  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  London. 
The  elections  of  the  enfuing  parliament  were  fo  eagerly 
purfued,  that  all  were  in  a  manner  engaged  before  I 
came  over  -,  and,  by  the  difpofitions  that  appeared  in 
both  electors  and  elected,  it  was  eafy  to  prefage  in 
what  temper  the  houfes  were  like  to  meet :  my  lord 
Shaftefbury,  my  lord  EfTex,  and  my  lord  Hallifax  had 
ftruck  up  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  refolving  to 
make  ufe  of  his  credit  with  the  king,  and  to  fupport 
it  by  theirs  in  the  parliament :  and  though  the  firft  had 
been  as  deep  as  any  in  the  counfels  of  the  cabal,  while 
he  was  chancellor,  yet  all  three  had  now  fallen  in  with 
the  common  humour  againft  the  court  and  the  mi- 
niftry,  endeavouring  to  inflame  the  difcontents  againft 
both  ;  and  agreed  among  themfelves,  that  none  of 
them  would  come  into  court,  unleis  they  did  it  all 
together  •,  which  was  obferved  like  other  common 
ftrains  of  court-friendfhips.  Sir  William  Coventry  had 
the  mod  credit  of  any  man  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and,  I  think,  the  molt  defervediy,  not  only  for  his 
great  abilities,  but  for  having*  been  turned  out  of  the 
council  and  treafury,  to  make  way  for  my  lord 
Clifford's  greatnefs,  and  the  defigns  of  the  cabal.  He 
had  been  ever  fmce  oppofite  to  the  French  alliances,  and 
bent  upon  engaging  England  in  a  war  with  that  crown, 
and  affiftance  of  the  confederates ;  and  was  now  ex- 
tremely dirlatisfied  with  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and 
with  the  miniftry,  that  he  thought  either  aiiified,  or  at 
lead  might  have  prevented  it  *,  and  in  thefe  difpofitions 
he  was  like  to  be  followed  by  the  be  ft  and  fobereft 
part  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  For  my  lord  trea- 
surer and  lord  chamberlain,  I  found  them  two  moft 
admirable  emblems  of  the  true,  and  fo  much  admired 
felicity  of  minifters  of  ftate :  the  laft,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  greateft  (kill  of  court,  and  the  beft  turns 
of  wit  in  particular  convention  that  I  have  known 

there, 


47^  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

there,  and  the  great  figure  he  made  in  the  firft  part  of 
thefe  memoirs,  was  now  grown  out  of  all  credit  and 
confidence  with  the   king,  the  duke,  and  prince  of 
Orange  •,  and  thereby  forced  to  fupport  himfelf  by- 
intrigues  with  the  perfons  moft  difcontented  againft 
my  lord  treafurer's  miniftry,  whofe  greatnefs  he  fo 
much  envied  :  and  who  was  yet  at  this  time  in  much 
worfe  condition  than  himfelf,  though  not  fo  fenfible 
of  it ;  for  he  had  been  very  ill  with  the  late  parlia- 
ment upon  account  of  a  tranfadtion  with  France,  which 
though  he  had  not  approved,  yet  he  durfl  not  defend 
himfelf  from  the  imputation,  for  fear  of  expofing  his 
mailer  ;  he  was  hated  by  the  French  ambaffador,  for 
endeavouring  (as  he  thought)  to  engage  the  king  in 
a  war  with  France  *,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  pur- 
fued  by  his  enemies  next  parliament  for  having  (as 
they  pretended)  made  the  peace,  and  endeavoured  to 
ftifle  the  plot :  and  yet  1  found,  within   a  fortnight 
after  I  arrived,  that  he  fat  very  loofe  with  the  king 
his  mafler,  who  told  me  feveral  reafons  of  that  change  5 
whereof  one  was,  his  having  brought  the  bufinefs  of 
the  plot  into  the  parliament  againit  his  abiblute  com- 
mand :  and,  to  complete  the  happy  and  envied  ftate 
of  this  chief  minifter,  the  duchefs  of  Portfmouth  and 
earl    of  Sunderland    were  joined  with  the  duke   of 
Monmouth  and  earl  of  Shaftefbury  in  the  defign  of 
his  ruin.     What  a  game  fo  embroiled,  and  played 
on  all  fides  with  fo  much  heat  and  paflion,  was  like 
to  end  in,  no  man  could  tell :  but  I,  that  never  had 
any  thing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  union  of  my  country, 
which  I   thought  the  only  way   to  its  greatnefs  and 
felicity,    was  very  unwilling  to  have  any  part  in  the 
divifions  of  it ;  the  deplorable  effects  whereof  I  had 
been  too  much   acquainted   with  in   the   flories   of 
Athens  and  Rome,  as  well  as  of  England  and  France  : 
and  for  this  reaibn,  though  I  was  very  much  preffed 
to  enter  upon  the  fecretary's  office,  immediately  after 
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fey  arrival,  yet  I  delayed  it,  by  reprefenting  to  his 
majefty  how  necefiary  it  was  for  him  to  have  one  ot 
the  fecretaries  in  thehoufe  of  commons  (where  it  had 
been  ufual  to  have  them  both)  and  that  confequentiy 
it  was  very  unfit  for  me  to  enter  upon  that  office  be- 
fore I  got  into  the  houfe,  which  was  attempted,  and 
failed  ;  but  how  long  this  excufe  lafted,  and  how  it 
\vas  fucceeded  by  many  new  and  various  accidents,  and 
how  I  was  prevailed  with  by  the  king  to  have  the  pare 
1  had  afterwards  in  a  new  confutation  of  council ;  and 
how?  after  almoft  two  years  unfuccefsful  endeavours 
lit  ieme  union,  or  at  lead  fome  allay  of  the  heats  and 
dlftempers  between  the  king  and  his  parliaments,  I  took 
the  resolution  of  having  no  more  to  do  with  affairs 
of  ftate  •,  will  be  the  fabjeel:  of  a.  third  part  of  thefe 
memoirs. 
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TT  was  perfectly  in  compliance  iojbme  perfons  for 
-*■  whofe  opinio?t  I  have  great  deference,  that  I  ft 
long  with- held  the  publication  of  the  follow  ingpapers. 
Theyfeemed  to  think  that  the  freedom  ofpaffages  in 
thefe  Memoirs  might  give  offence  to  fever  al  who  were 
fill  alive  ;  and  whofe  part  in  thofe  of  airs,  which 
are  here  related,  could  not  be  tranjmitted  to  pojleri- 
ty  with  any  advantage  to  their  reputation.  But, 
whether  this  objection  be  in  itfelf  of  much  weighty 
may  perhaps  bedifputed;  at  leaf  it  fiould  have  little 
with  me,  who  am  under  no  refraint  in  that  parti- 
cular ,  fince  I  am  not  of  an  age  to  remember  thofe 
tranfaBlons,  nor  had  any  acquaintance  with  thofe 
perfons  whofe  counfels  or  proceedings  are  condemned, 
and  who  are  all  of  them  now  dead. 

But,  as  this  author  is  very  free  In  expofing  the 
weaknefs  and  corruptions  of  ill  minifiers,j'o  he  is  as 
ready  to  commend  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  others, 
as  may  be  obferv  ed from  fever  al paffages  of  thef e  Me- 
moirs,  particularly  of  the  late  earl  of  Sunderland, 
with  whom  the  author  continued  in  the  moft  intiraaie 
friendjhip  to  his  death,  and  who  was  fat  her  of  that 
mojl  learned  and  excellent  lord,  now  fecretary  of 
fate-,  as  likewlfe,  of  the  prefent  earl  of  Roches- 
ter ;  and  the  earl  ofGodolphin,  now  lordtreafurer, 
reprefented  by  this  i?npartial  author  as  a  perfon  at 
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that  time  defervedly  intrufled  with  fo  great  a  part 
in  the  prime  minijiry ;  an  office  he  now  executes 
again  with  fuch  univerfal  applaufe,fo  much  to  the 
queen  s  honour  and  his  own,  and  to  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  confederacy. 

Thefe  are  two  objections  I  have  fome times  heard 
to  have  been  offered  againf  thofe  Memoirs  that  were- 
printed  in  the  author  s  life- time,  and  which  thefe 
now  published  may,  perhaps  be  equally  liable  to. 
Firji,  as  to  the  matter  ;  that  the  author  fpeaks  too 
much  of  himfelf:  next,  as  to  the  Jiyle  ;  that  he 
affects  the  ufe  of  French  words,  as  well  as  fome  turns 
of  exprejjion  peculiar  to  that  language. 

I  believe,  thofe,  who  make  the  former  criticifm, 
do  not  well  conjider  the  nature  of  Memoirs.  'Tis  to 
the  French  (if  I  miflake  not)  we  chiefly  owe  that 
manner  of  writing ;  and  Sir  William  'Temple  is 
not  only  thefirjl,  but  1  think  the  only,  Englishman 
(at  leajl  of  any  confequence)  who  ever  attempted  it. 
The  bejl  French  memoirs  are  writ  by  fuch  perfons  as 
were  the  principal  afiors  in  thofe  tranj actions  they 
pretend  to  relate,  whether  of  wars  or  negotiations.. 
"Thofe  of  Sir  William  Temple  are  of  the  fame  na- 
ture \  and  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  the  publijher 
(whofent  them  into  the  world  without,  the  author  s 
privity)  gave  them  a  wrong  title,  when,  he  called 
them  Memoirs  of  what  paffed  in  Chrijlendom,  &c. 
whereas  it  Jljould rather  have  been,  Memoirs  of  the 
treaty  at  Nimeguen,  which  was  plainly  the  fenfc 
of  4 he  author,  who  in  the  epifile  tells  his  f on,  that, 
in  compliance  with  his  defire,  he  will  leave  him 
fome  memoirs  of  what  pajjed  in  his  public  employ- 
ments. 
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merits   abroad:    and  in  the  book  itfelf,  when  be 
deduces  an  account  ofthejiate  ofwarinCbrijlendom, 
be  fays  it  is  only  to  prepare  the  reader  for  a  relation 
of  that  famous  treaty;  where  he  and  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  were  the  only  mediators  that  continued  any 
confderable  time  \  and  as  the  author  wasfirjljn 
commifjion,  fo  in  point  of  abilities  or  credit,  either 
abroad  or  at  home,  there  was  no  fort  of  comparifon 
between  the  two  perfons.     Thofe  memoirs  therefore 
are  properly  a  relation  of  a  general  treaty  of  peace, 
wherein  the  author  had  the  principal,  as  well  as  the 
mojl  honour abJe  part  in  quality  of  mediator  ;fo  that 
the  frequent  mention  of  himfeljfeems  not  only  ex  cuf able 
but  necejfary.  The  fame  may  be  offered  in  defence  of 
the  following  papers,  becaufe,  during  the  great  eft 
part  of  the  period  they  treat  of,  the  author  was  in 
£hief  confidence  with  the  king,  his  mafter.  To  which 
it  may  be  added,  that,  in  the  few  preliminary  lines 
at  the  bead of 'the  firf  page,  the  author  prof effes  he 
writ  t  h  of e  papers  for  the  fatisf action  of  his  friends 
hereafter,  upon  the  grounds  of  his  retirement,  a?id 
his  refolution  never  to  meddle  again  with  public 
affairs. 

As  to  the  objection  againjl  thefiyle  of  the  former 
memoirs,  that  it  abounds  in  French  words  and  turns 
of  exprefijion ;  it  is  to  be  co?ifidered,  that,  at  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen,  all  bufnefs,  either  by  writing 
or  dfcourfe,  paffed  in  the  French  tongue ;  -and  the 
author  having  lived  fo  niany  years  abroad  in  that  and 
former  embafjies,  where  all  bufinefs,  as  well  as  con- 
verfation,  ran  in  that  language,  it  was  hardly  pof 
Jibleforhim  to  write  upon  public  affairs  without  fome 
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tincture  of  it  in  his  Jlyle ;  though  in  his  other 
writings,  there  belittle  or  nothing  of  it  to  be  obferved; 
and,  as  he  has  often  affured  me,  it  was  a  thing  he 
never  offered ;  fo,  upon  the  objections  made  to  his 
former  memoirs,  he  blotted  out  fome  French  words 
in  thefe,  and  placed  E?iglifh  in  their  Jlead,  though 
perhaps  not fo  fgnificant \ 

There  is  one  thing  proper  to  inform  the  reader \ 
why  thefe  memoirs  are  called  the  third  part,  there 
having  never  been  publifoed  but  one  part  before, 
where,  in  the  beginning,  the  author  mentions  a  for- 
mer part,  and  in  the  conclufion  promifes  a  third. 
Thefubject  of  the  frf  part  was  chief y  the  triple  alli- 
ance, during  the  negotiation  of  which  my  lord  Arling- 
ton wasfecretary  of  fate,  aiid  chief  minijler  ;  Sir 
William  Temple  often  affured  me,  he  had  burnt  thofe 
memoirs ;  and  for  that  reafonwas  content  his  letters, 
during  his  embqffies  at  the  Hague  and  Aix la  Chapelle, 
Jhould  be  printed  after  his  death  ;  in  fome  manner 
tofupply  that  lofs. 

What  it  was  that  moved  Sir  William  Temple  to 
burn  thofe  frf  memoirs,  may  perhaps  be  conjectured 
fromfome  pajfages  in  the  fecond part  formerly  print-? 
ed :  in  one  place  the  author  has  thefe  words,  "  My 
"  lord  Arlington,  who  made  fo  great  a  figure  in  the 
"  former part  of  thefe  Memoirs,  was  now  grown  out 
ft  of  all  credit,"  &c.  In  other  parts  he  tells  us  that 
ford  was  of  the  minifry  which  broke  the  triple  league-, 
advifed  the  Dutch  war  and  French  alliance-,  and, 
in  Jhort,  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  thofe  ruinous 
meafures  which  the  co  urt  of  England  was  then  taking ; 
fo  that,  as  I  have  been  told  from  a  good  hand,  and 
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as  itfeems  very  probable,  he  could  not  think  that  lord 
a  per/on Jit  to  be  celebrated  for  his  part  in  forward- 
ing that  famous  league  while  he  was  fecretary  of 
Jlate,  who  had  madefuch  counterpaces  to  dejlroy  it. 
At  the  end  I  have  fubjoined  an  Appendix  contain- 
ing,  be/ides  one  or  two  other  particulars,  afpeech  of 
Sir  William  Temple's  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
an  anfwer  of  the  kings  to  an  addrefs  of  that  houfe, 
relating  to  the  bill  of  exdufon,  both  which  are  men- 
tioned in  thefe  memoirs. 

I  have  only  farther  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
although  thefe  papers  were  corrected  by  the  author, 
yet  he  bad  once  intended  to  infer t  fome  additions  in 
f ever al places,  as  appeared  by  certain  hints  or  memo- 
randoms  in  the  margin",  but  whether  they  were 
omitted,  out  of  forgetfulnefs,  negleft,  or  want  of 
health,  I  cannot  determine :  one  pafage  relating  to 
Sir  William  fones  he  was  pleafed  to  tell  me,  and  I 
have  added  it  in  the  appendix,  The  reft  I  know 
nothing  of-,  but  the  thread  of  thejlory  is  entire 
without  them, 


Jonathan  Swift* 
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MEMOIRS, 

The    THIRD    PART, 

[Written  for  the  fatisfaction  of  my  friends  hereafter,  upon 
the  grounds  of  my  retirement,  and  refolution  never  to 
meddle  again  with  any  public  affairs  from  this  prefent 
February ,  1680-j.] 

UPON  my  return  from  Nimeguen  to  the 
Hague,  after  the  Emperor's  ambaffadors  having 
figned  the  peace,  the  king  fignified  his  pleafure  to 
me,  by  a  letter  from  my  lord  *  treafurer,  that  he 
would  have  me  come  over  to  enter  into  the  fecre- 
tary's  office  in  Mr.  Coventry's  room,  according  to 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  the  year  before,  when  he 
fent  for  me  oyer  into  England  from  Nimeguen  to 
that  purpofe. 

I  fent  my  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  king, 
in  my  anfwer  to  the  lord  treafurer's  letter ;  but 
withal  my  humble  excufes  for  not  putting  his  ma- 
jefty  upon  the  ufe  of  an  old  beaten  horfe,  in  fuch 
hard  fervice  as  I  took  that  flation  then  to  be  ;  and 
propofed  my  collegue,  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  for  that 
purpofe.  And  having  long  promifed  the  great  duke, 
that  1  would  make  him  a  vifit  at  Florence,  if  I  lived ; 
I  turned  my  thoughts  wholly  to  get  leave  for  that 
journey,  as  foon  as  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  mould 
wholly  break  up,  as  it  was  like  to  do  fome  time  that 
fpring,  1678-9. 

This  gave  fome  refpite  at  court  to  the  refolutions  of 
my  return,  and  an  overture  for  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins's 
coming  over  in  my  room  ;  fo  that  I  prepared  for  a  fhort 
yeturn  to  Nimeguen ;  when  mod  unexpectedly  came  a 

f  Earl  of  Vanby,  afterwards  duke  of  Leeds. 
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yacht  to  Rotterdam,  with  letters  from  my  lord  trea- 
surer, and  from  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had 
newly  Succeeded  Sir  Jofeph  Wiliiamfon.  And,  in 
both  thofe  difpatches,  there  was  a  pofitive  command 
from  the  king,  for  my  immediate  repair  into  England, 
in  order  to  my  entering  upon  the  fecretary's  office. 

The  king  writ  the  fame  thing  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
prince,  and  gave  him  leave  to  acquaint  the  States  with 
it,  which  he  did,  as  a  thing  he  thought  they  would  be 
pleafed  with  (as  he  v/as  himfelf,  and  indeed  all  my 
friends  :)  though  while  I  was  forced  to  flay  at  the 
Hague,  about  a  fortnight  before  my  embarking,  they 
all  found  me  in  very  different  thoughts,  both  upon  my 
difcourfes  and  my  letters :  infomuch  that  the  prince 
told  me,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  predeftination, 
that  1  mould  be  fecretary  of  ftate  at  laft,in  fpite  of  all 
I  had  done  fo  long  to  avoid  it. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  met  with  the  moft 
furprifmg  fcene  that  ever  was  :  the  long  parliament 
diffolved,  and  the  refolution  taken  for  the  duke's  going 
into  Holland,  and  that  he  was  to  part  next  day  :  fo 
that  I  had  only  one  occafion  of  fpeaking  to  him  ;  when 
he  told  me  with  great  freedom  the  paces  that  had  been 
made  towards  that  refolution,  much  againft  his  own 
opinion,  and  bid  me  remember  what  he  foretold  me, 
that  however  this  was  thought  likely  to  flop  the 
violent  humour  then  raifed  by  the  plot,  yet  I  fhould 
fee  it  would  po  on  next  to  my  lord  treafurer's  ruin, 
though  he  did  not  expect  it. 

"When  the  duke  was  gone,  and  the  king  had  told 
me,  with  the  greated:  kindnefs  that  could  be,  of  his 
refolution  to  have  me  fecretary  ;  and  that  I  had  no 
reafon  to  take  it  well,  becaufe  he  knew  not  one  man 
befides  in  England  that  was  fit  for  it  upon  Mr.  Coven- 
try's removal :  and  on  the  other  fide,  my  friends  had 
told  me,  they  had  the  money  ready  for  me  to  lay  down, 
winch  was  five  thoufand  pounds ,  I  began  to  confider 
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the  ground,  and  the  journey,  and  my  own  ftrength  to 
go  through  with  it.  I  found  nothing  fo  neceffary  for  his 
rnajefty's  affairs  abroad,  and  thofe  of  Chriftendom,  as 
great  union  at  home  \  which  might  enable  him  to  make 
fuch  a  figure  as  the  prefervarion  of  his  allies  required ♦, 
sni  indeed  the  general  intereft  of  Chriftendom  ;  which 
feemed  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  rnajefty's  meafures. 
On  the  other  fide,  I  never  faw  greater  difturbance 
in  men's  minds  at  home,  than  had  been  raifed  by 
the  plot,  and  the  purfuk  of  it  in  the  parliament  -y 
and  obferved,  that  though  it  was  generally  believed 
by  both  houfes,  by  city  and  country,  by  clergy  and 
laity  -,  yet  when  I  talked  with  fome  of  my  friends  in 
private,  who  ought  beif  to  know  the  bottom  of  it, 
they  only  concluded  that  it  was  yet  myfterious  ;  that; 
they  could  not  fay  the  king  believed  it ;  but,  however, 
that  the  parliament  and  nation  were  fo  generally  and 
ftrongly  pofTerTed  with  it,  that  it  muft  of  neceiTity  be 
puifued  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it  was  fo  or  no : 
and  that,  without  the  king's  uniting  with  his  people 
upon  this  point,  he  would  never  grow  either  into 
eafe  at  home,  or  consideration  abroad. 

Upon  three  days  thought  of  this  whole  affair,  I 
concluded  it  a  fcene  unfit  for  fuch  actors  as  I  knew 
myfelf  to  be ;  and  refolved  to  avoid  the  fecretary's 
place,  or  any  other  public  employment  at  home,  my 
character  abroad  ftill  continuing.  This  I  acquainted 
my  neareft  friends  with  ;  ordered  the  money  to  be 
returned,  which  had  been  provided  by  them ;  and  fell 
into  the  confutations  how  I  might  get  off  this  point, 
without  any  thing  that  might  appear  undutiful  or 
ungrateful  to  his  majefty. 

The  elections  were  canvaffing  for  a  new  parliament, 
and  I  ordered  my  pretenfions  fo  as  they  came  to  fail. 
In  the  mean  time  I  deferred  my  entering  into  the 
fecretary's  place,  till  I  might  likewife  enter  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  which  both  his  majefty  and  lord 
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treafurcr  were  fatisBed  with,  though  not  lord  Sunder- 
land. But  when  that  parliament  was  chofen,  and  I 
not  of  the  houfe,  I  reprefented  to  his  majefly  how 
unfit  it  was  to  have  a  parliament  meet  without  his 
having  one  fecretary  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
how  ufeful  Mr.  Coventry  would  be  to  him  there  -, 
and  fo  obtained  a  refpite  till  I  could  be  chofen  of  the 
houfe ;  which  was  endeavoured  upon  each  doubtful 
election,  efpecially  that  at  Windfor,  but  however  could 
not  be  carried. 

The  fhort  parliament  met,  with  the  difputes  between 
the  court  and  the  commons  about  the  fpeaker,  begun 
indeed  upon  a  pique  between  the  treafurer  and  Mr. 
Seymour  [afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seymour]  or  rather 
between  my  lady  Dan  by  and  him.  However  it 
was,  this  foon  ran  the  houfe  into  fuch  violences 
againfl  my  lord  treafurer,  as  ended  in  his  ruin  ;  firft 
by  the  king's  fudden  refolution  to  remove  him,  then 
by  the  commons  continuing  their  purfuits  and  impeach- 
ments ;  and  laft,  by  his  lordfhip's  firft  concealing,  and 
then  producing  himielf  in  the  face  of  this  ftorm, 
which  ended  in  the  Tower. 

After  thefe  heats  of  the  commons,  which  increafed 
into  new  meafures  and  motions  among  them,  as  they 
were  fwayed  by  popular  humours  upon  the  plot,  and 
many  new  plots  laid  by  the  ambitions  of  private  per- 
ibns,  carried  on  under  covert  of  the  other ;  I  never 
faw  any  man  more  fenfible  of  the  miferable  condition  of 
his  affairs,  than  I  found  his  majefly  upon  many  dif- 
courfes  with  him,  which  my  foreign  employments  and 
correfpondences  made  way  for.  But  nothing  he  faid 
to  me  moved  me  more,  than  when,  upon  the  faid  pro- 
fpect  of  them  all,  he  told  me,  he  had  none  left,  with 
whom  he  could  fo  much  as  fpeak  of  them  in  confidence, 
fince  my  lord  treafurer's  being  gone.  And  this  gave, 
I  fuppofe,  his  majefly  the  occafion  of  entering  into  more 
confidence  with  me,  than  I  could  deferve  or  expect. 

On 
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On  the  other  fide  I  found,  that  the  counfel  of  my 
lord  treafurer's  removal  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  in  conjunction  with  the  duchefs 
of  Portfmouth,  and  lord  Effex,  who  was  then  in  the 
greateft  confidence  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
by  him  and  lord  Sunderland  newly  brought  into  the 
treafury.  I  found  my  lord  Sunderland  at  lead  in  com- 
pliance with  this  knot,  and  that  all  were  refolved  to 
bring  my  lord  Shaftefbury  again  into  court,  who  was 
in  confidence  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
EfTex,  and  had  a  near  relation  to  lord  Sunderland.  I 
obferved  the  great  affection  his  majefty  had  to  the  duke 
of  Monmouth,  and  faw  plainly  the  ufe  his  grace  in- 
tended to  make  of  it,  in  cafe  he  could  introduce  a 
miniftry  at  his  own  devotion,  or  in  his  interefts  :  and 
this  being  a  matter  that  might  concern  the  very  fuc- 
cefiion  of  the  crown,  and  not  only  an  injury  to  the 
duke,  but  through  him  to  his  children,  and  the  prince 
of  Orange  •,  I  refolved  firft,  if  it  were  poflible,  to 
break  the  growth  of  that  miniftry,  though  I  faw  no 
men  whom  I  could  defign  to  fix  in  it,  with  any  fatif- 
faclion  or  advantage  to  the  king  or  his  fervice. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  obferved  the  parliament  to  grow 
every  day  more  violent,  upon  the  fupport  they  received 
from  the  humours raifed  by  the  plot,  and  the  incentives 
given  them  by  the  ambitions  of  perfons  playing  that 
game.  I  faw  a  probability  of  matters  growing  to 
fuch  a  pais,  that  his  majefty  might  be  forced  to  part 
with  them  ;  and  yet  I  faw  not  authority  enough  left 
in  the  crown,  either  to  do  that  without  the  venture 
of  great  mifchiefs,  or  to  live  without  another  parlia- 
ment till  the  prefent  humours  might  cool.  And  both 
thefe  confiderations,  meeting  together,  caft  me  upon 
the  thoughts  of  the  king's  eftablifhing  a  new  council, 
of  fuch  a  constitution,  as  might  either  gain  credit 
enough  with  the  prefent  parliament,  by  taking  in  fo 
.many  perfons  of  thofe  who  had  mod  among  them* 

and 
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and  thereby  give  eafe  and  quiet  both  to  the  king  and 
his  people ;  or  if,  on  the  other  fide,  the  humours  mould 
grow  outrageous  and  beyond  oppofing*  the  king 
might  yet,  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  council^  with  more 
authority  and  lefs  hazard  of  ill  confequences,  either" 
prorogue  or  diffolve  them,  as  any  necefiities  of  his 
own,  or  extravagancies  of  theirs  mould  require. 

For  thefe  ends  it  feemed  necefTary  to  take  into  the 
council  fome  lords  and  commoners  who  were  of  moil 
appearing  credit  and  fway  in  both  houfes,  without 
being  thought  either  principled  or  interefted  againfl 
the  government ;  and  mix  them  with  others  of  his 
majefty's  more  general  choice,  for  making  up  one  half 
of  the  council,  whilfl  the  other  half,  being  fifteen, 
were  ever  to  be  the  prefent  chief  officers  of  his  crown 
and  houfhold,  who  being  all  of  his  majefty's  known 
truft,  as  well  as  choice,  would  be  fure  to  keep  the 
council  Heady  to  the  true  interefl  of  his  majefly,  and 
the  crown. 

But  one  chief  regard,  necefTary  to  this  conftitutron, 
was  that  of  the  perfanal  riches  of  this  new  council  \ 
which,  in  revenues  of  land  or  offices,  was  found  to 
amount  to  about  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  a 
year  •,  whereas  thofe  of  a  houfe  of  commons  are  feldom 
found  to  have  exceeded  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
And  authority  is  obferved  much  to  follow  land :  and 
at  the  word,  fuch  a  council  might,  out  of  their  own 
flock,  and  upon  a  pinch,  furnifh  the  king  fo  far  as  to 
relieve  fome  great  neceffity  of  the  crown. 

This  whole  matter  was  con  halted  and  deduced  upon 
paper,  only  between  the  king  and  me,  and  Iafled  in 
the  debate  and  digeflion  about  a  month  :  but  when 
the  forms  and  perfons  were  agreed,  and  his  majefly 
feemed  much  fatisfied  with  the  thing,  and  refolved 
to  go  on  with  it,  I  humbly  defired  him  not  to  take  a 
refolution  of  that  importance,  without  firfl  communi- 
cating it  to  three  or  four  perfons  of  thofe  his  majefly 
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could  moil  rely  upon  in  point  of  judgment,  fecrecy, 
and  affection  to  his  fervice.  The  king  refolved  I 
mould  go  and  communicate  the  whole  fcheme,  with 
all  the  particulars  of  it,  to  my  *  lord  Chancellor,  lord 
Sunderland,  and  lord  EfTex  -,  but  one  after  another ; 
and  with  charge  from  him  of  the  laft  fecrecy  ♦,  and 
mould  bring  him  word  of  their  opinions  upon  it :  and 
if  they  concurred  with  his,  mould  appoint  them  to 
attend  his  majefty  next  morning  •,  the  Chancellor  only 
entering  into  his  lodgings  by  the  common  way,  but 
the  other  two  and  I  by  the  private  one  below. 

When  I  acquainted  them  with  it,  they  all  received  it 
with  equal  amazement  and  pleafure.  My  lord  Chan- 
cellor faid,  it  looked  like  a  thing  from  heaven,  fallen 
into  his  majefty's  bread :  lord  EfTex,  that  it  would 
leave  the  parliament  and  nation  in  the  fame  difpofiri- 
ons  to  the  king  which  he  found  at  his  coming  in  :  and 
lord  Sunderland  approved  it  as  much  as  any. 

Next  day  we  attended  his  majefty,  and  had  a  very 
long  audience-,  upon  which  no  difficulty  arofe  but 
two,  that  were  wholly  perfonal.  I  had  propofed  lord 
Hallifax  as  one  of  the  lords,  whom  the  king  had  indeed 
kicked  at,  in  our  firfb  confutations,  more  than  any 
of  the  reft :  but  upon  feveral  representations  of  his 
family,  his  abilities,  his  eftate  and  credit,  as  well  as 
talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel  whatever  he  was  fpited 
at,  I  thought  his  majefty  had  been  contented  with  it: 
but,  at  this  meeting,  he  raifed  new  difficulties  upon  it, 
and  appeared  a  great  while  invincible  in  them,  though 
we  all  joined  in  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  laft,  I 
told  the  king,  we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain 
a  point  that  we  all  thought  necefTary  for  his  fervice  : 
and  then  his  majefty  confented. 

The  other  was  concerning  lord  Shaftefbury,  who 
had  never  been  mentioned  in  our  firfb  debates ;  and 
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the  king  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  nport 
this  affair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  as  know- 
ing, upon  all  oceafions  of  private  difcourfe  with  his  ma- 
jefty, what  opinion  I  had  of  that  lord.  But  after  my 
lordHallifax  hadpafTed,  the  kingfaid  there  was  another, 
who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might  do  as  much  mifchief 
as  any,  and  named  lord  Shaftefbury  ;  to  which  the  o- 
ther  three  agreed  :  and  concluded  further,  that  he  would 
never  be  content  with  a  counfellor'splace  among  thirty  y 
and  therefore  it  waspropofed  to  add  one  to  the  number* 
by  making  a  prefident  which  mould  be  he.  I  difputed 
this  point,  from  the  firft  mention,  to  the  laft  con- 
clufion  of  it,  foretelling  he  would  deftroy  all  the  good 
that  we  expected  from  the  whole  conftitution  :  and 
faid  all  that  I  could  with  fo  much  earneflnefs,  that 
when,  by  his  majefty's  agreeing  with  the  other  three,  I 
law  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  well  whether  I 
mould  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door  had  been 
open  ;  but  turning  again,  I  defired  his  majefty  to 
remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  lord  Shaftefbury's 
coming  into  his  council  or  his  affairs  ;  that  his  majefty 
and  the  other  three  lords  had  refolved  it  without  me  ; 
and  that  I  was  ftill  abfolutely  againft  it.  The  king 
laughed  and  turned  my  anger  into  ajeft  ;  and  fo  went  on 
with  the  reft  of  the  conflitution  intended,  till  the  whole 
was  refolved  and  executed  publicly  inEafter  1679  *. 

The  night  before  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  his 
majefty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  duke  of  Monmouth  ; 
having  kept  it  fecret  till  then,  further  than  to  the  four 
already  named.  But  as  foon  as  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
knew,  though  only  in  general,  that  the  council  mould 
be  changed,  he  told  it  fo  many,  that  it  was  common1 
talk  next  morning  ♦,  which  we  interpreted  either 
lightncfs  or  vanity,  to  have  it  thought,  that  he  had 

*  See  the  Appendix. 
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part  in  an  affair  likely  to  pafs  fo  well.  And  indeed* 
when  the  thing  was  done  in  the  forms  that  are  known, 
it  was  received  with  general  applaufe  in  the  country, 
with  bonfires  in  the  city,  and  the  fame  in  Ireland : 
in  Holland,  the  actions  of  the  Eaft-India  company 
rofe  upon  it  immediately,  and  very  much  •,  and  the 
States  defigned  one  of  their  belt  and  molt  considerable 
men,  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  minifter 
into  England  upon  this  occafion.  France  alone  was 
uniatisfied  with  it,  and  monfieur  Barillon  faid  it  was 
making  des  Etats  [States]  and  not  des  ccnfeils  [coun- 
cils] •,  but  the  reafons  were  eafy  to  fee,  and  fo  not 
much  confidered. 

The  houfe  of  commons  received  it  with  mod  cold- 
nefs,  where  the  contrary  was  moil  expected  :  and  the 
pretending  knowers  among  them,  who  were  not  of 
the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing  of  it,  to 
expect  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might  be  a  new 
court-juggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to  tell  what  it  was 
in  truth,  in  the  mean  while  to  iufpend  their  judg- 
ments. 

This  was  the  firft  effect  of  my  lord  Shaftefbury's. 
good  meaning  to  the  king  and  his  affairs,  into  which 
he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  perfonal  or  tranfcen- 
dent  credit  he  aimed  at  with  his  majefty,  and  which  he 
thought  thofe  who  had  been  authors  of  this  new  con* 
flitution  had  the  greateft  (hare  in.  This  made  him  fall 
in  more  abfolutely  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
ufe  all  their  endeavours  to  raife  juch  difcontents  and 
heats  in  the  hoUfes,  upon  the  apprehenfions  of  popery, 
and  proportions  to  prevent  it,  that  the  king  found 
himfelf  foon  upon  as  uneafy  terms  with  this  feffion  c£ 
parliament,  as  he  had  been  with  the  laft  ,  the  humours 
being  engaged  by  my  lord  Shaftefbury's  pretending 
among  his  patriots,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  had 
fo  much  credit  with  the  king,  that  his  majefly  defired 
but  a  good  occafion  of  confentiog  to  all  the  parliament 
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mould  infill  on,  which  would  be  given  him  by  their 
heat  and  obflinacy,  in  fo  popular  a  point  as  that  againfc. 
popery  :  and  if  that  were  once  gained,  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  he  mould  be  able  to  fleer  all  the  reft, 
to  the  fatisfaclion  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  the 
good  or  the  honefl  party. 

Such  a  mifchief  could  never  have  grown,  if  lord 
Shafteibury  had  not  worked  himfelf  up  into  credit,  both 
in  parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of  having; 
it  with  the  king,  and  in  the  council  where  he  was  pre- 
fident  -,  and  by  the  infuiions  given,  of  his  having  or 
growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  more  fecret  fpring,. 
which  was  the  intereilof  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
the  kindnefs  of  his  majefly  increafing,  as  appeared 
fince  the  duke's  abfence.  I  cannot  believe  but  all  thia 
would  have  been  avoided,  if,  upon  the  new  canflitu- 
tion,  lord  Shaftefbury  had  been  left  out*  as  a  perfon 
marked  by  his  majefly,  and  never  to  enter  more  into 
his  afrairs  or  confidence  :,  which  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  from  his  very  firfl  entrance  upon  publick  flages, 
if  examined  never  fo  ftrictly,  would  have  given  good, 
ground  for.  But  this  fate,  as  I  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  fo  I  had  foretold  it  his  majefly 
the  year  before :  when,  upon  my  coming  over,  the 
king  had  fallen  into  all  the  violent  expreffions  that 
could  be  again  ft  him  •  I  told  his  majefly,  that,  with 
his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,:  I  mould  yet 
fee  that  lord  again  in  his  bufmefs  ;  and  when  the  king 
afked  me  what  made  me  think  fo,  I  faid,  becaufe  I 
knew  he  was  refllefs  while  he  was  out,  and  would  try 
every  door  to  get  in  ;  had  wit  and  induflry  to  find  out 
the  ways ;  and,  when  money  would  work,  had  as 
much  as  any  body  to  beflow,  and  fkill  enough  to  know 
where  to  place  it. 

This  turn  in  the  king's  affairs,  upon  this  new  con- 
stitution, gave  me  fo  great  a  vexation,  and  fo  ill  a 
profpefr,  that,  having  delayed  the  time  prefcribed  for 
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eVery  man's  receiving  the  facra'ment  according  to  law, 
after  his  entrance  into  p'ublick  employment,  till  it  wa^ 
very  near  expired ;  I  once  refolved,  by  that  omiffion, 
to  make  myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  bearing  any  for 
the  future  \  and  was  not  perfuaded  to  lay  afide  that 
thought  till  after  long  debates  upon  it  with  my  wife 
and  filter  here  at  Sheen  :  but  that  matter  paifed  in 
form,  and  I  continued  barely  of  th^  council,  with  a 
refolution  of  riot  entering  upon  the  fccretary's  office, 
though  often  arid  earneilly  urged  to  it  by  lord  Sunder- 
land, with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  conditution  of  the  council,  my  lord 
Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  clef] red  that  we  two 
miglit  join  together  in  perfect  confidence,  arid  diftindt 
from  any  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  king's  affairs 
whether  I  would  enter  into  the  other  fecretary's  office, 
or  no  ;  which  I  faid  I  was  very  willing  to  embrace, 
though  I  knew  no  need  of  it,  conudering  how  much 
the  general  affairs  were  devolved  upon  the  council,  or 
the  particular  committees,  and  how  much  I  thought 
it  was  fit  that  they  mould  continue  fo,  without  run- 
ning into  any  private  channels.  This  confidence  had 
not  run  on  above  a  fortnight,  when  my  lord  Sunder- 
land afked  me,  if  I  Were  willing  my  lord  Efiex  mould 
be  received  into  it  ;  which  I  confented  to  though  with 
intimation  to  lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinion  I  had 
(for  fome  time  of  late)  of  lord  Effex,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  while, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  of  our  houfes,  arid  con-- 
fulted  upon  the  chief  affairs  that  were  then  on  the  an- 
vil, and  how  they  might  be  bed  prepared  for  the  par- 
liament or  the  council :  but  matters  growing  very  un- 
toward, by  the  practices  of  lord  Shaftefbury,  with  the 
duke  of  Monmouth's  cover  at  leaft,  and  upon  the  ill 
humour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  about  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  religion  •,  and  my  lord  Hallifax  appearing 
unfatisfied,  by  obferving  where  the  king's  confidence 
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was  \  I  propofed  to  my  lords  Sunderland  and  EfTex, 
to  receive  him  into  all  our  consultations  -y  which  I 
thought  would  both  enter  him  into  credit  with  the  king, 
and  give  us  more  eafe  in  the  courfe  of  his  affairs. 
Lord  Eflex  received  this  overture  with  his  ufual  dry- 
nefs  •  lord  Sunderland  oppcfed  it  a  good  deal,  and 
told  me,  I  mould  not  find  lord  Hallifax  the  perfon  I 
took  him  for,  but  one  that  could  draw  with  no-body, 
and  ftill  climbing  up  to  the  top  himfelf.  However  I 
continued  refolute  in  preffing  it,  and  fo  at  length  the 
thing  v/as  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  together  into 
the  ufual  meetings  and  confutations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lav  before  the  kins;  at  that 
time  were,  nrft,  the  fatisfacticn  of  his  people  by 
falling  into  fome  meafures  with  the  parliament  that 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  fuch  a  figure-  as 
became  the  crown  of  England,  and  was  neceffary  for 
preventing  the  common  fears  of  a  new  invafion  of 
France  upon  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked  very 
defperate  without  fome  fcrong  and  refolute  protection 
from  England. 

The  fecond  was  a  refoiution  to  be  taken  in  anfwer 
to  the  inftances  made  by  monfieur  Van  Lewcn  from 
the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  be  given  upon  the 
late  general  peace  by  his  majeily,  particularly  to  Spain 
in  the  bufinefs  of  Flanders. 

The  third  was  the  giving  fome  eafe  to  Scotland* 
where  the  humours  began  to  fwell  about  this  time ;  and 
which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done  fo  eafily,  as 
by  removal  of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  -?  a  man  too 
much  hated  both  here  and  there,  to  be  lit  for  the  tem- 
per his  majeily  feemed  refolved  to  ufe  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  lafc,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  obtain 
it  of  the  king,  by  all  the  arguments  ufed  (both  jointly 
and  feverally)  by  us  all  four  •,  the  king's  defence  being 
a  very  true  one,  that  we  none  of  us  knew  Scotland 
fo  well  as  his  majeily  himfelf. 

For 
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For  the  fecond,  we  eafily  agreed  upon  the  meafures 
that  feemed  neceffary  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  States, 
and  the  fafety  of  Flanders;  being  all  four  of  the  com- 
mittee, where  all  the  foreign  affairs  were  confuked  -,  and 
taking  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shafcefbury 
into  the  firfl  digeftion  of  this  treaty  with  Holland,  at 
a  meeting  for  that  purpofe,  at  my  lord  Hallifax's 
houfe ;  which  was  the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  thing 
•to  do,  or  fo  much  as  talk,  with  my  lord  Shaftefoury, 
further  than  the  council  chamber. 

For  the  nrft  thing,  which  was  the  moil  important, 
we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could  imagine* 
Both  houfes  of  parliament  feemed  to  have  no  eyes,  but 
for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon  the  duke's  mcceftion 
to  the  crown  ;  which  humour  v/as  blown  up  by  all  the 
arts  and  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefoury.  The  king  feemed  willing  to  fecure  them 
all  that  could  be  againft  thofe  fears,  without  changing 
the  laws  in  point  of  fuccefnon.  *  The  houfe  of  com- 
mons were  bufy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  fecure 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none;  being  flill  di- 
verted from  fixing  on  any  by  lord  Shafuefbury's  prac- 
tices. The  council  fell  upon  the  fame  fcent  with  great 
earneflnefs  and  endeavour  ;  and,  after  much  hammer- 
ing, agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be  offered  the  parli- 
ament, which  are  commonly  enough  known. 

Thefe  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  all  the  council, 
except  my  lord  Shaftefoury  and  me  -3  who  were  againii 
them  upon  very  different  grounds.  Mine  were  two  -9 
firfl,  becaufe  I  believed,  that  nothing  that  came  firit 
from  the  king  upon  thefe  points  would  be  accepted 
by  the  commons  -,  who,  if  they  would  be  fatisued  at 
all,  I  thought  fhould  mil  agree  upon  what,  and  leave 
it  to  the  king  to  take  or  refufe.  The  fecond  was,  that 
as  I  did  not  fee  any  certain  eafe  thefe  expedients  would 
give  the  king,  though  agreed  to  by  taQ  houfes  ;  fo  it 
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was  evident  to  all  men,  that  they  would  leave  the 
crown  after  him  in  (hackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the 
duke's  occafion,  and  in  his  time,  would  not  be  eafily 
knocked  off  by  any  fucoeffor.  My  lord  Shaftefbury's 
ground  was  plain,  and  fo  expreffed  by  him  upon  all 
occafions ;  which  was,  that  there  could  be  no  fecurity 
againit  the  duke,  if  once  in  poffeffion  of  the  crown  : 
and  this  being  well  infufed  by  his  and  the  duke  of 
Monmouth's  friends  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  occa- 
iioned  their  fullen  rejecting  ail  the  expedients  offered 
them  by  the  king,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of 'chelate  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  ftrange 
diforders  wherein  they  have  left  affairs  at  home,  and 
thereby  the  defperate  condition  of  affairs  abroad. 

During  all  thefe  tranfactiens  the  three  lords  and  I 
continued  our  conftant  meetings  and  confultations  ; 
and  with  fo  much  union,  and  fo  difinterefted  endea- 
vours for  the  general  good  cf  his  majefty's  fervice  and 
the  kingdom's,  that  I  could  not  but  fay  to  them,  at 
the  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that  we  four  were  ei- 
ther the  four  honeileff  men  in  England,  or  the  greater! 
knaves  ;  ior  we  made  one  another  at  leafb  believe,  that 
we  were  the  honefteft  men  in  the  world, 

But  this  conjunction  held  not  long:  for,  after  the 
houfes  rejecting  the  expedients  offered  by  the  king  and 
council,  my  lord  Shafteibury  finding  himfelf  neither 
in  confidence  with  the  king,  nor  credit  in  the  council, 
turned  all  his  practices  and  hopes  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  inflamed  them  to  that  degree,  as  made  the 
three  lords  of  my  commerce  begin  to  grow  uneafy, 
and  to  caff  about  which  way  they  might  lay  this  florm. 
At  length  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  lord  EffeX: 
and  lord  Hallifax  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  in  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefhury  into  tht  firfc  digeftion  of  affairs,  confider- 
ing  the  influence  tjiey  had  upon  the  houfe  ;  and  for 
this  end  to  agree  with  them  in  the  banifhment  of  the 
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duke,  cither  for  a  certain  term,  or  during  the  king's 
life .;  and  defired  to  know  whether  I  would  fail  into  it 
with  them,  and  join  in  bringing  it  about  with  the  king. 
I  told  my  lord  Sunderland  pofitively  I  would  not :  for, 
firft,  I  would  never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  duke 
•of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury ;  and  next,  I 
would  never  enter  into  matters  of  difference  between 
the  king  and  his  brother  \  having  upon  feveral  occa- 
fions  told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  {  could 
towards  the  union  of  the  whole  royal  family  ;  but  never" 
would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divifions  of  it ;  and 
no  man  mould  ever  reproach  me  with  breaking  my 
word,  and  much  lefs  the  king  or  the  duke. 

This  was  peremptory,  and  lb  it  ended  ;  and  there- 
upon the  three  lords  fell  into  meetings  and  confultati- 
ons  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury, 
which  I  knew  nothing  of,  and  began  to  come  lefs  to 
council,  and  to  meet  no  more  with  my  ufual  company, 
but  upon  cccaficn,  and  without  the  firfc  confidence  ; 
but  we  flill  continued  our  kindnefs  wherever  we  met, 
without  my  enquiring,  or  they  communicating,  what 
parTed  in  their  new  confutations. 

But  this  lafted  not  long  neither  :  for,  within  a  fort- 
night, or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury  unreafonable,  and  like 
to  prevail  upon  the  houfe  of  commons  to  endeavour 
bringing  the  king  into  neceflities  of  yielding  all  points 
to  them,  and  thereby  leaving  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
and  lord  Shaftefbury  abfolutely  at  the  head  of  all 
affairs  \  fo  that  the  three  lords  began  to  make  their 
complaints  of  it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of 
proroguing  the  parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  left 
in  the  prefent  diftemper.  I  agreed  with  them  in 
this  overture,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  I  forefaw  it 
would  abfolutely  break  the  three  lords  from  all  com- 
merce with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftef- 
bury •  and  fo  we  agreed  topropofe  it  to  his  majefly, 
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and  that  it  Ihould  be  debated  and  refolved  at  council  \ 
where  the  chief  officers  depending  upon  the  king,  be- 
ing one  half  of  the  council,  and  joining  with  others  of 
us  that  were  of  his  more  indifferent  choice,  we  con- 
cluded the  refolution  could  not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the 
majority  of  the  council ;  if  the  reafons  and  neceliity  of 
it  ihould  not  prevail  with  fome  of  thofe  who  feemed 
molt  in  my  lord  Shaftefbury's  confidence,  to  leave 
him  upon  this  occafion.  And  in  this  refolution  we 
parted,  and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after 
for  the  fixing  it  with  his  majefty,  upon  my  engaging 
to  go  for  fo  long  down  into  the  country,  where 
I  Itaid  my  two  days,  and  came  up  the  third  morning 
early. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  my  lord  Sunderland  had 
called  or  lent  feveral  times  to  my  houfe  the  night  be- 
fore, and  left  word  that  he  mult  needs  fpeakwith  me 
ib  foon  as  I  came  to  town.  1  fent  immediately  to 
Whitehall,  but  found  his  lordfhip  was  gone  already 
with  the  king  to  the  houfe  of  lords  •,  whereupon  I  went 
to  lord  EfTex,  who  was  nearefl  me,  and  alked  whether 
any  thing  new  had  happened.  He  told  me  that  the 
king  had  found  out,  there  were  rtmonftrances  ready 
prepared  in  the  houle  of  commons,  to  inflame  the  city 
and  nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery  ;  and 
that  their  three  lordfhips  having  upon  it  consulted  with 
his  majefty,  he  had  refolved  the  parliament  ihould  be 
prorogued  that  morning  upon  the  king's  coming  to 
the  houfe,  and  that  it  could  not  be  allowed  time  or 
vent  by  a  debate  of  council;  which,  for  my  part,  I 
thought  an  ill  omiffion,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  the 
authority  of  the  king  with  advice  of  his  council,  accoiv 
ding  to  the  ufual  forms  :  but  it  palled  otherwife,  and 
with  very  great  refentment  of  both  houfes  ;  and  fuch 
rage  of  my  iordShaftefbury,  that  hefaid  upon  it  aloud 
in  the  houfe,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  thofe 
who  were  the  advifers  of  this  prorogation, 

Puring 
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During  this  feffion  of  parliament,  I  had  feveral  no- 
tices given  me  of  a  pra&ice  fet  on  foot  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that  had  been  an 
inftrument  of  making  the  general  peace  j  and  this  was 
urged  by  ftories,  of  being  a  man  of  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples, and  one  that  had  written  feveral  things, 
though  without  name,  againft  the  conititution  of  par- 
liaments, and  in  favour  of  popery  :  and  this  went 
lb  far,  that  *  Mr.  Mountague  went  a  great  way  from 
man  to  man  in  the  houfe,  to  know  whether,  if  fuch 
an  accufation  were  brought  in,  they  would  be  againfl 
me.  Several  went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late 
treafurer,  whofe  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  defigned  for  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  but 
yet  in  no  fuch  numbers  that  Mr.  Mountaguecould  hope 
to  make  any  thing  of  it  :  and  when  fome  of  my 
friends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only  defired  them 
to  obtain  leave  of  the  houfe,  that  I  might  hear  my 
accufation  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  and  allured  them 
that  I  fhould  be  glad  io  have  that  occafion  of  tell- 
ing there  both  Mr.  Mountague's  ftory  and  my  own. 
This  fell  ;  but  upon  the  knowledge  of  thefe  prac- 
tices, my  lord  Sunderland,  and  Mr.  f  Sydney,  who 
thought  that  a  man,  who  had  fuch  a  part  in  the  king's 
affairs,  ought  to  Hand  as  well  as  he  could  with  the 
houfe  of  commons,  preffed  me  to  fuifer  feveral 
fmall  things  I  had  formerly  written,  and  of  which 
copies  had  run,  to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were, 
under  the  title  of  Mifcellanea.  They  thought,  by 
that  publication  men  would  fee  I  was  not  a  man  of  the 
dangerous  principles  pretended ;  and  I  might  afiure 
the  world,  of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not 
my  name.  The  thing  feemed  to  pafs  well  enough  ; 
only  lord  Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  ge- 
neral, told  me  as  a  friend,  that  I  fhould  take  heed  ot 

f  Afterwards  duke  of  Mountague,  f  Afterwards  earl  ofRumney. 
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carrying  too  far  that  principle  of  paternal  dominion 
(which  was  deduced  in  the  effiy  Of  government) 
for  fear  of  deftroying  the  rights  of  the  people.  So  ten- 
der was  every  body  of  thofe  points  at  that  time. 

The  three  lords  and  I  went  on  unanimous  in  our  con- 
futations ;  confidering  how  to  make  way  for  a  calmer 
and  better- tempered  fefiion  of  parliament,  after  the 
friort  prorogation  which  had  been  made.  To  which 
purpole,  we  again  endeavoured  the  removal  of  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  lead  the  admiffion  of  other 
nobles  of  Scotland  in  thofe  affairs.  We  concluded 
the  meafures  with  Holland  in  all  points,  to  the 
fatisfaclion  of  their  ambafTador ;  and  thought  of 
fuch  acts  of  council,  as  might  exprefs  his  majef- 
ty's  care  for  fupprefling  popery  even  in  the  inter- 
vals of  parliament.  We  only  difagreed  in  one 
point,  which  was  the  leaving  fome  priefts  to  the 
law  upon  the  accufation  of  being  priefts  only,  as 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  defired;  which  I  thought 
wholly  unjiift,  without  giving  them  publick  warn- 
ing by  proclamation  to  be  gone,  or  expect  the  pe- 
nalties of  law  within  fuch  a  time  j  fince  the  conni- 
vances had  lailed  now  through  three  kings  reigns  : 
upon  this  point,  lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  lb  fbarp  a 
debate  at  lord  Sunderland's  lodgings,  that  he  told 
me,  it  I  would  not  concur  in  points  which  were  io 
neceifary  for  the  people's  fatisfaclion,  he  would  tell 
every  body  I  was  a  papift  :  and  upon  his  affirming, 
that  the  plot  mud  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true, 
whether  it  were  fo  or  no,  in  thofe  points  that  were  fo 
generally  believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
houies ;  I  replied,  with  fome  heat,  That  the  plot  was 
a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  came  over  into  England ; 
that  to  underftand  it,  one  mud  have  been  here  to  ob- 
ferve  all  the  motions  of  it  ;  which  not  having  dene,  I 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it :  in  other  things  I 
was  content  to  join  with  them,  where  they  thought  I 
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could  be  of  ufe  to  the  king's  fervice  -,  and  where  they 
thought  there  was  none,  I  was  very  willing  to  be  ex- 
.cufed  ;  and  very  glad  to  leave  his  majefty's  affairs  in 
fo  good  hands  as  theirs. 

Notwithstanding  fome  fuch  differences  between  me 
and  the  three  lords,  yet  wc  continued  our  confujtati- 
.ons  and  confidence ;  and  two  of  them,  lord  Sunderland 
and  Hallifax,  prefled  me  extremely  about  this  time 
to  come  into  the  fecretary's  place.  Lord  Hallifax  par- 
ticularly  offering  to  bring  it  to  a  point  with  his  unu  : 
Coventry  upon  the  money  that  was  to  be  paid  -y  pre> 
tending  to  be  very  defirous  to  fee  me  polled  there  5  and 
profeffmg  to  grow  weary  of  the  bufmefs,  fmce  he 
could  find  no  temper  like  to  grow  in  the  next  feffion 
of  parliament  between  the  king  and  them.  For  fince 
the  lad  prorogation,  lord  Shaftefbury  had  been  bufy 
in  preparing  fuel  for  next  feffion,  not  without  perpe- 
tual appearance  of  ill  humour  at  council,  which  broke 
into  fpiteful  repartees  often  betwixt  him  and  lord  Hal- 
lifax. And  on  t'other  fide,  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
had  broken  all  meafures  with  lord  Effex,  with  whom 
he  had  been  long  in  the  laft  confidence :  fo  as  this 
grew  to  a  fpited  quarrel  between  thefe  four  ;  and 
though  commonly  fmcthered  when  they  met,  yet  not 
without  fmoke  appearing  where  they  were  obiervcd. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  rebellion  in  Scotland 
broke  out ;  upon  which  it  was  pleaiant  to  obferve  the 
counterpaces  that  were  made.  The  king  was  for  fup- 
p refling  it  immediately,  by  forces  from  hence  to  be 
clifpatched  and  joined  with  thofe  in  Scotland,  and  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  go  and  command  them  all. 
Lord  Shaftefbury  flawed  plainly  at  council,  and  in 
other  places,  that  he  was  unwilling  this  rifing  fhould  be 
wholly  or  too  foon  fuppreffed,  or  otherwife  than  by  his 
friends  in  Scotland,  who  might  be  thereby  introduced 
into  the  direction  of  affairs  there,  with  the  removal 
$f  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  ;  yet,  on  the  ether  fide, 

he 
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he  was  willing  to  fee  the  duke  of  Monmouth  grow 
great  by  fuch  a  command  of  the  king's  forces  both 
Engliih  and  Scots  ;  and  agreed  with  that  duke,  to  put 
the  kino-  upon  another  project  at  the  fame  time,  and 
to  the  fame  end,  which  was  (upon  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's carrying  fo  many  of  the  forces  here  into  Scot- 
land) to  raife  a  troop  of  two  hundred  gentlemen  for 
the  guard  and  fafety  of  the  king's  perfon,  whereof  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  be  captain  -,  and  which  was  to 
be  compofed  chiefly  of  officers  who  were  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  whole  merits  were  bell  known  to  the 
duke  of  Monmouth. 

On  t'other  fide,  lord  EiTex,  though  he  agreed  with 
the  king's  opinion,  to  have  the  Scots  infurreclion 
fupprefTed  •,  yet  he  had  a  mind  it  mould  be  done  by 
the  Scots,  to  prevent  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  grow- 
ing greater  than  he  yet  was  by  that  command  ;  efpe- 
cially  if  it  mould  be  followed  with  fuccefs.  And  though 
he  would  not  oppofe  his  majefly  in  his  refolution  of 
fending  the  duke  of  Monmouth  upon  this  expedition; 
yet  he  did  very  openly  the  other  defign,  which  the 
king  himfeif  feemed  much  bent  upon,  as  well  as  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  to  raife  the  troop  of  two  hundred 
gentlemen.  The  other  two  lords  and  I  fell  in  with 
him  in  this  laft  -,  though  lord  Eflex  was  moil  inftru- 
mental  in  breaking  it,  by  railing  invincible  difficulties 
in  the  treafury,  where  he  was  at  the  head  :  fo  as,  upon 
competition,  money  was  found  for  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's marching  into  Scotland,  and  with  great  eafe 
to  him  in  his  perfonal  pretenfions ;  and  the  new  troop 
was  let  fall  upon  want  of  money. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  went  into  Scotland  5  fuc- 
ceeded ;  took  the  body  of  rebels  5  fnppreMed  abfo- 
lutely  the  rebellion  ;  ordered  the  punifhment  of  fome  ; 
gave  pardon  to  the  reft ;  returned  in  triumph  -,  was 
received  with  great  applaufes  and  court  from  all  ; 
with  great  appearance  of  lundnefs  and  credit  by  the 
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king,  who  was  now  removed  to  Windfor,  and  the 
council  to  Hampton-Court,  where  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth was  received. 

The  term  of  the  prorogation  of  parliament  drew 
near  expiring,  and  all  agreed  that  a  felfion  could  not 
conveniently  begin  before  October  :  and  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  considering  that  matter  at  council.  The 
duke  of  Monmouth  was  greater  than  ever :  lord 
Shaftefbury  reckoned  upon  being  fo  too,  upon  the  next 
meeting  of  parliament,  and  at  the  coil  of  thofe  whom 
he  took  to  be  the  authors  of  the  laft  prorogation :  lord 
EfTex  and  Hallifax  looked  upon  themfelves  as  moil  in 
his  danger,  and  aimed  at  by  lord  Shaftefbury's  threats, 
and  out  of  all  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth. 
This  induced  a  confultation  among  us,  whether,  con- 
fidering the  diftempers  of  the  prefent  parliament,  the 
beit  courfe  were  not  to  dirTolve  it,  and  have  another 
called  in  October-,  wherein  the  three  lords  and  I  agreed  j 
and  the  king  was  perfectly  of  the  fame  mind,  confider- 
ing with  what  diilempers  that  parliament  both  began 
and  continued.  So  it  was  refoived,  that  the  king 
mould  propofe,  at  next  council,  whether  it  were  bell 
to  prorogue  that  parliament,  or  difTolve  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  call  another  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  other  chief  officers  de- 
pending upon  the  king,  mould  be  acquainted  with  his 
mind,  either  by  his  majeily  or  the  three  lords.  For, 
fince  the  king's  going  to  Windfor,  I  continued  at  Sheen, 
and  only  went  to  Hampton-Court  on  council-days  % 
though  the  three  lords  came  often  to  me,  and  preifed 
me  as  often  to  come  as  they  did  to  court,  and  lord 
Hallifax  protefted  he  would  burn  my  houfe,  and  that, 
if  I  would  not  enter  upon  the  fecretary's  office,  his 
uncle  Coventry  would  look  out  for  fome  other  chap- 
man y  for  as  foon  as  he  had  found  one,  he  was  re- 
foived to  part  with  it.  I  told  him  I  was  very  willing, 
and  would  fpeak  to  the  king,  that  his  market  mould 
3  not 
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not  be  fpoiled  upon  any  occafion.  Whether  his  lord- 
fhip  believed  me  or  no,  I  did  fo,  and  defired  his  ma- 
jelly  to  think  of  fome  other  for  that  place  -,  for  my  ill 
health  increafmg  with  my  age,  made  me  find  myielf 
unable  to  go  through  with  the  toils  of  that  office,  if 
executed  in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  it  re- 
quired. The  king  told  me,  he  could  not  confent  to' 
it  ;  that  if  he  mould,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  England 
fit  for  it  befides  me,  fo  that  I  had  no  reafon  to  take  it 
kindly  of  him.  I  defired  his  majefty  to  give  me  leave 
and  1  would  propofe  three  perfons,  of  which  I  would 
undertake  every  one  mould  be  fitter  than  I.  The 
king  would  not  fo  much  as  hear  me  name  them  ;  but 
told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had  been  fo  long  fixed  in* 
that  he  could  not  change  his  refolution. 

In  our  lafh  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  many  at 
council  could,  in  any  probability,  oppofe  the  diffolving 
of  the  prefent  parliament,  and  calling  another ;  and 
we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be  above  fix  in  the 
whole  council  that  could  be  againfl  it  at  the  moil ; 
which  we  thought  would  be  a  great  fupport  to  the 
king's  refolution,  againft  all  the  exclamations  we  ex- 
pected from  lord  Shaftefbury  and  his  friends ;  and  at 
ieaft,  that  it  would  be  fafe  againft  the  confequences 
which  were  ufually  deduced  from  the  forms  of  calling 
parliaments  always  by  advice  of  the  council,  that 
the  difiblving  of  them  ought  to  be  fo  too,atleaft  when 
it  was  not  at  their  own  defire. 

The  council-day  came  5  and  when  I  came  thither, 
and  found  the  king  and  three  lords,  with  fome  others 
already  there,  I  aiked  lord  Sunderland  and  Hallifax, 
whether  all  was  prepared,  and  lord  Chancellor  and 
other  chief  officers  had  been  fpoke  to  ?  They  faid, 
no,  it  had  been  forgotten  or  neglected ;  but  the  king 
would  do  it  to  each  of  them  apart  as  they  came  that 
morning,  and  before  the  council  began.  I  thought 
it  hard,  a  point  of  that  importance  mould  be  neg- 
lected 
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leded  fo  long  •,  but  was  fain  to  content  myfelf  with 
what  they  told  me  would  be  done.  The  outward 
room,  where  the  king  was,  filled  apace ;  every  one 
made  his  leg  to  his  majefty,  and  filled  the  circle  about 
him  as  they  came  in  :  I  was  talking  apart,  in  a  corner 
of  the  room,  till  it  grew  late,  and  lord  Chancellor 
told  the  king  that  it  was  fo,  and  1  faw  the  king  turn 
from  the  Chancellor,  and  go  into  the  council-chamber  r 
all  followed  \  the  council  fat ;  the  king  propofed  his 
thoughts,  whether  it  was  bed  for  his  affairs  to  pro- 
rogue this  parliament  till  October,  or  to  dirTolve  it, 
and  call  another  at  that  time ;  and  defired  their  lord- 
fhips  opinions  upon  it. 

I  obferved  a  general  furprize  at  the  board  -,  which 
made  me  begin  to  doubt,  the  king  had  fpoke  of  it  to 
few  or  none  but  the  Chancellor  befDre  he  came  in  r 
but  it  foon  appeared  he  had  not  fo  much  as  done  that 
neither  :  for,  after  a  long  paufe,  he  was  the  firft  that 
rofe  up,  and  fpoke  long  and  violently  againft  the  diiTo- 
lution  ;  and  was  followed  by  lord  Shaftefbury  in  the 
amplefl  manner,  and  moil  tragical  terms ;  lord  Angle- 
fey  followed  them,  by  urging  all  the  fatal  confequences 
that  could  be  :  the  fame  flyle  was  purfued  by  lord  -j- 
Chamberlain,  and  agreed  to  by  the  marquis  of  Wor- 
cefter  ;  and  purfued  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom 
of  the  table  by  every  man  there,  and  at  a  very  full- 
council  •,  except  the  three  lords  who  fpoke  for  the  dif- 
folution,  but  neither  with  half  the  length  or  force  of 
argument  they  intended  to  have  done ;  leaving  that 
part,  as  I  fuppofed,  to  me,  who  was,  I  confefs,  well 
enough  inftrucled  in  the  cafe,  to  have  faid  more  upon 
that  argument  :  but  I  was  fpited  from  the  firft 
that  I  heard  of  my  lord  Chancellor's  fpeech,  and 
Hill  more  and  more  as  every  man  fpoke,  at  the  con- 
fequences  happened    by  fuch  a  negligence   of  my 
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friends,  who  had  been  perpetually  about  the  king,  and 
might  fo  eafily  have  effected  what  was  agreed  on,  and 
thought  fo  neceffary.  I  was  the  laft  but  one  to  fpeak, 
and  law  argument  would  fignify  nothing,  after  fuch 
inequality  was  declared  in  number  -,  and  fo  contented 
myfelf  to  fay  in  fhorr,  That  I  thought  it  was  every 
man's  opinion,  that  a  happy  agreement  between  his 
majefty  and  parliament  was  of  necefnty  to  his  affairs 
both  at  home  and  abroad  :  that  all  the  difference,  in 
a  continuance  of  this,  or  affembling  of  another  parlia- 
ment, would  depend  only  upon  the  likelihood  of 
agreeing  better  and  eafier  with  one  than  with  t'other : 
that  his  majefty  had  fpoken  fo  much  of  his  defpairing 
about  any  agreement  with  this  prefent  parliament, 
and  the  hopes  he  had  of  doing  it  with  another,  that, 
for  my  part,  I  thought  that  ought  to  decide  it ;  be- 
caiife  I  thought  his  majefty  could  better  judge  of  that 
point  than  any  body  elfe.  So  his  majefty  ordered  the 
chancellor  to  draw  up  a  proclamation  for  diffolving 
that  parliament,  and  calling  another  to  affemble  in 
October  following  :  and  thereupon  the  council  broke 
up,  with  the  greateft  rage  in  the  world  of  the  lord 
Shaftefbury,  lord  Rulfel,  and  two  or  three  more,  and 
the  general  diffatisf action  of  the  whole  board. 

After  the  council  ended,  every  man's  head  began  to 
fill  with  the  thoughts  of  the  new  elections,  and  feveral 
fpoke  to  the  king  upon  that  fubject.  I  had  refolv- 
ed  to  Hand  for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  I  and,  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  being  chancellor,  I  defired  the 
king  to  fpeak  to  him,  to  write  to  forne  of  his  friends 
in  my  favour  :  he  excufed  himfelf,  firft,  upon  engage- 
ments •,  but  the  king  preffed  him  upon  mine,  as  a 
thing  of  importance  •,  and  that  he  could  not  be  other- 
wife  engaged  before  he  knew  of  the  parliament's  be- 
ing diffolved,  I  faid  a  good  deal  too  upon  it :  but 
do  what  the  king  could,  by  all  he  was  pleafed  to  fay 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  would  not  be  brought  further, 

than 
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than  to  fay,   he  would  not  meddle  in  it  one  way  or 
t'other;  which  gave  me  the  firil  plain  and  open  tefti- 
mony  of  his  difpofitions  towards  me,  having  ever  re- 
ceived before  all  outward  civilities,  though  without 
my  vifits   or  attendances.     Yet,   I   thaik,   his  grace-, 
kept  his  word  with  me  in  this  point  better  than  I  ex* 
pected  :  for  my  election  in  the  univerfity  proceeded 
with  the  moft  general  concurrence  that  could  be  there, 
and  without  any  difficulties  I  could  obferve  from  that 
fide  ;  thole  which  were  railed  coming  from  the  bifhop 
of  Ely;  who  owned  the  oppofing  me  from  the  chap- 
ter Of  religion  in  my  Objervations  on  the  Netherlands^ 
which  gave  him  an  opinion,  that  mine  was  for  fuch  a 
toleration  of  religion,  as  is  there  defcribed  to  be  in 
Holland. 

The  council,  after  this  day,  was  put  off  till  the 
king's  return  to  London,  according  to  the  ufe  of  that 
leafon  ;  and  every  one  began  to  canvas  for  elections  in 
the  enfuing  parliament,  upon  which  all  his  majefty's 
affairs  feemed  to  depend.     The  king,  in  the    mean 
time,   refolved  to  do  all  that  could  help  to  make  fair 
weather  there.     I  told  my  friends  I  would  take  care 
of  my  election,   and  go  down  about  it  ;  but,  for  the 
reft,  would  pafs  my  time  at  home  the   remainder  of 
the  fummer,  and  recommended  the  common  cares  to 
the  three  lords  ;  whofe  attendance,  I  knew,  would  not 
fail  at  court,  two  of  them  from  their  offices,  and  the 
*  third  from  his  humour;  which  he  owned   always 
mud  have  bufinefs  to  employ  ic,  or  would  elfe  be  un- 
eafy. 

The  fummer  was  declining,  but  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth in  his  greatert  heighth,  when  the  king  fell  fick 
at  Windlbr,  and  with  three  fuch  fits  of  a  fever  as  gave 
much  apprehenfion,  and  that  a  general  amazement ; 
people  looking  upon  any  thing,  at  this  time,   that 

*  The  marquis  of  Hallifax, 
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fhould  happen  ill  to  the  king  as  an  end  of  the  world.  I 
went  to  Windfor,  after  the  fecond  fit ;  and  having  (em 
his  majefly  obferved  more  ftrength  and  fewer  ill  iymp- 
toms  than  had  been  reported  •,  nor  could  I  think  him 
in  danger,  without  accidents,  which  was  to  be  the  care 
of  his  phyficians,  who  were  fome  of  them  wholly  of 
my  mind.  I  found  and  left  the  three  lords  very  di- 
ligent at  court,  in  attending  both  his  perlbn  and  af- 
fairs, which  I  was  very  glad  of;  and  fo  came  home 
without  entering  further  into  any  difcourfes  with  them, 
than  of  his  majefty's  ficknefs  •,  which  was  then  the  ge- 
neral difcourfe  and  care. 

About  three  or  four  days  having  received  affu- 
rance  of  the  king's  certain  recovery,  by  being  free 
of  any  return  of  his  fever  fits,  I  went  up  to  London 
to  follieit  a  great  arrear  of  my  embaffies  due  from  the 
treafury.  The  commiffioners  were  met  that  morning 
at  my  lord  EfTex's  houfe,  whither  I  went  ftraight  *, 
but,  by  the  way,  heard  that  the  duke  was  that  night 
pa{Ted  through  London,  and  rode  poft  to  Windfor ; 
which  I  doubted  not  his  highnefs  had  been  induced 
to  by  the  reports  of  the  king's  danger,  upon  the  news 
of  his  ficknefs  ;  and  made  no  further  reflection  upon 
it,  than  that  of  the  great  furprize,  and  mart  el  en  tete 
[uneafmefs]  that  would  be  given  lord  EfTex  and  Hal- 
lifax  by  this  fudden  arrival  of  the  duke,  to  whofe  in- 
tereft  they  had  run  fo  counter,  and  with  fuch  heighths, 
for  feveral  years.  But  upon  their  late  feparating  all 
meafu res  from  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lorriShaftef- 
bury,  I  thought  1  had  field  enough  left  for  doing  them 
good  offices  to  the  cuke,  when  I  fhould  fee  him,  which 
I  refolved  the  next  day. 

When  I  came  to  lord  Effex's  houfe,  and  afked  for 
the  commiffioners,  I  found  they  were  fat  fome  time, 
but  that  lord  EiTex  had  newly  left  them  together, 
and  was  gon*  up  into  his  chamber,  whither  I  was  im- 
mediately lent  for  -,  his  fervants  went  out  and  left  him 
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booted,  and  ready  to  get  up  on  horfeback.  As  foon 
as  we  were  alone,  he  afked  me,  whether  I  had  not 
met  with  ftrange  news,  and  what  I  thought  of  it  ? 
I  faid,  it  did  not  feem  very  ftrange  that  the  duke 
mould  come,  if  he  thought  the  king  in  danger.  Lord 
EfTex  replied,  yet  'twas  ftrange  he  fhould  come  with- 
out leave  from  the  king  \  and  that,  now  his  majefty 
was  well,  fure  he  would  not  think  of  fraying  three 
days :  that  he  was  going  as  fall  as  he  could  to  Windfpr, 
to  fee  what  all  this  bufinefs  was ;  and  afked  me  if  I 
would  not  go  \  which  I  excufed  for  that  day,  but  pro- 
mifed  the  next.  In  this  little  difcourfe,  I  obferved  all 
along-a  fneering  fmile,  which  I  knew  not  what  to  make 
of;  I  thought,  if  it  were  a  countenance,  it  was  better 
put  on  than  was  ufual  with  his  lordfhip  •,  and  that  he 
fhould  be  pleafed  with  it  at  heart,  I  could  not  well 
imagine,  knowing  how  things  had  pafTed  between  the 
duke  and  him. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Windfor;  and  the  firft  man  I  met 
was  lord  Haliifax  coming  down  from  court  on  foot, 
and  with  a  face  of  trouble  \  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  me, 
with  hands  lift  up  two  or  three  times ;  upon  which  I 
ftopt,  and  aiightning,  afked  what  was  the  matter-,  he 
told  me,  I  knew  all  as  well  as  he  •,  that  the  duke  was 
come ;  that  every  body  was  amazed  ♦,  but  where  we 
were,  or  what  would  be  next,  no  body  knew  :  he  bid 
me  go  on  to  court  before  the  king  went  out ;  faid  he 
was  p-oino-  to  his  lodging,  to  fit  and  think  over  this 
new  world  :  but  defired  we  might  meet,  and  my  lord 
Sunderland,  after  dinner. 

1  went  to  the  king ;  and  after  him  to  the  duke, 
who  received  me  with  great  kindnefs,  and  prefently 
carried  me  into  a  little  inner  room,  and  afked  me  fmi- 
ling  and  very  familiarly,  whether  I  did  not  wonder  to 
fee  him  here  :  I  told  him,  notat  all,  if  he  had  thought  the 
king  in  danger  •,  for  in  that  cafe  his  highnefs  had  no- 
thing elfe  to  do  :    and  that  I  believed,  upon  the  firft 
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news  of  his  majefty's  illnefs,  he  would  come  as  near 
as  he  could,  either  to  Newport  or  Calais,  and  there 
expect  the  next  news  -,  but  that,  his  majefty's  ficknefs 
having  paffed  fo  foon,  I  confefTed  I  had  not  thought 
of  his  coming  over.  We  talked  of  the  king's  re- 
covery, what  flay  his  highnefs  would  make,  which  he 
faid  fliould  be  as  the  king  pleafed,  for  he  would  obey 
him  in  every  thing. 

I  gave  the  duke  a  fhort  account  of  affairs  here,  as 
they  had  paffed  fince  the  conftitution  of  the  council ; 
of  the  mifchiefs  had  been  occafioned  by  the  lord 
Shaftefbury's  having  been  brought  in  fo  much  againft 
my  will  -,  of  his  measures  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth ; 
of  the  three  lords  having  abfolutely  broken  from  him  ; 
of  the  credit  they  were  grown  into  with  the  king ;  and 
of  my  confidence,  they  would  never  fall  into  any  mea- 
fures  againft  his  highnefs :  upon  which  chapter  I  faid 
a  great  deal  that  I  thought  necefTary  to  make  lord 
Effex  and  Halifax's  court,  which  I  was  very  glad 
to  fee  {o  well  received  bv  the  duke  :  for,  as  to  lord 
Sunderland,  I  had  little  reafon  to  believe  he  needed  it, 
having  ever  been  in  with  the  court  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life.  For  myfelf,  I  only  faid  at  laft,  that,  be- 
caufe  I  did  not  know  what  our  prefent  diftempers 
might  end  in  if  the  next  parliament  mould  prove 
of  the  fame  humour  with  the  two  laft,  nor  what 
meafures  his  highnefs  would  fall  into  about  fraying 
or  going  away  again  -,  I  would  only  fay,  that,  let  what- 
ever would  befal  the  king's  affairs  or  his  highnefs's, 
he  might  always  reckon  upon  me  as  a  legal  man,  and 
one  that  would  always  follow  the  crown  as  became 
me  \  nor  could  any  thing  make  the  leaft  fcruple  in  this 
reiblution,  unlefs  things  mould  ever  grow  fo  defperate, 
as  to  bring  in  foreigners,  which  (if  ever  it  mould  be) 
would  be  a  new  cafe,  and  that  I  knew  not  what  to 
think  of.  Upon  this  the  duke  laid  his  hand  upon 
mine,  and  bid  me  keep  there,  and  (aid,  that  he  would 
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aflc  no  more  of  me  or  any  man  :  and  fo  I  parted  after 
a  long  and  very  gracious  audience,  and  came  home 
that  night  having  miffed  my  lord  Hallifax  and  EfTex 
in  the  afternoon  at  lord  Sunderland's,  where  we  had 
appointed  to  meet,  and  I  came,  but  they  failed ;  and 
lord  Sunderland  and  I  talked  deep  into  nothing,  re- 
ferving  ourfelves,  as  I  thought,  till  the  others  came. 

I  ftaid  at  home,  making  the  reflections  I  could  not 
avoid  upon  the  carriage  of  my  friends  ;  till  within  a 
few  days  I  heard  the  news  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
difgrace  ;  which  though  it  came  by  fome  degrees,  yet 
they  were  fo  fudden  one  after  another,  as  to  make  it 
appear  a  loft  game  in  the  king's  favour  and  refolu- 
tions.  Though  nothing  could  feem  more  reafonable 
than  that  which  it  ended  in,  that,  while  the  duke  was 
abroad,  the  duke  of  Monmouth  mould  be  fo  too  ;  hav- 
ing made  his  pretentions  fo  evident,  and  purfued 
them  fo  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king's  affairs ; 
however,  I  could  not  but  wonder,  how  the  duke  had 
been  able  in  fo  few  days,  or  rather  hours,  to  get  fo 
great  a  victory.  1  went  within  a  day  or  two  to  London, 
found  my  lord  Hallifax  in  phyfic,  but  faw  plainly  his 
diftemper  was  not  what  he  called  it ;  his  head  looked 
very  full,  but  very  unquiet ;  and  when  we  were  left 
alone,  all  our  talk  was  by  fnatches ;  ficknefs,  ill  hu- 
mour, hate  of  town  and  butinefs,  ridiculoufnefs  of 
human  life  ;  and  whenever  1  turned  any  thing  to  the 
prefent  affairs  after  our  ufual  manner,  nothing  but 
action  of  hands  or  eyes,  wonder,  and  figns  of  trouble, 
and  then  filence. 

I  came  home,  and  fatisfied  enough  upon  what  terms 
I  was  with  my  friends,  though  I  knew  not  whence  it 
came,  or  whither  it  went.  But  I  foon  found  out  the 
whole  fecret ;  which  was,  that,  upon  the  king's  firft 
ilinefs,  the  lords  EiTex  and  Hallifax,  being  about  him, 
•thought  his  danger  great,  and  their  own  fo  too  •,  and 
that,  if  any  thing  happened  to  the  king's  life,  the 
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duke  of  Monmouth  woulcl  be  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tion, in  oppofition  to  the  duke  upon  pretence  ot  pope- 
ry, and  in  conjunction  with  lord  Shaftefbury,  who  had 
threatened  to  have  their  heads  upon  prorogation  of  the 
lad  parliament -,  which  threat  was  applied  by  lords 
EITex  and  Hallifax  to  themielves  •,  reckoning  lord  Sun- 
derland out  of  danger  by  his  relation  to  lord  Shaftef- 
bury,  and  the  fair  terms  that  had  always  made  between 
them.  This  fright  had  fo  affected  thefe  lords,  that, 
not  flaying  to  fee  what  the  king's  fecond  fit  would  be, 
they  propofed  to  the  king  the  fending  immediately  for 
the  duke ;  which  being  refolved.  and  the  difpatch 
made  with  all  the  fecrecy  and  fpeed  imaginable,  the 
duke  came  over  ;  but  finding  the  king  recovered,  it 
was  agreed  to  pais  for  a  journey  wholly  of  his  own,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  received  by  his  majefty  and  the  three 
lords  with  all  figns  of  furprize*  When  this  was  done, 
they  found  the  duke  of  Monmouth  fo  enraged  at  this 
counfel,  as  well  as  lord  Shaftefbury,  that  they  faw  no 
way  but  to  ruin  them  both,  and  throw  them  quite  out 
of  the  king's  affairs,  and  joining  themielves  wholly 
with  the  duke's  intereft  3  which  they  did  for  that  time, 
till  they  had  brought  about  all  his  highnefs  defired  for 
his  fecurity  againft  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefbury;  the  firff.  going  over  into  Holland,  and  the 
other  being  turned  out  of  the  council. 

For  my  own  part,  though  I  was  glad  of  any  mor- 
tification that  happened  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and 
lord  Shaftefbury,  whofe  defigns  had  run  the  kingdom 
into  fuch  incurable  divifions  and  diffractions,  at  a  time 
that  our  union  was  fo  neceflary  to  the  affairs  of  Chrif- 
tendom  abroad ;  yet  Iw^as  fpited  to  the  heart  at  the  car- 
riage of  my  friends  towards  me  in  this  affair  ;  and  not 
^o  much  for  their  taking  fuch  a  refolution  without  my 
knowledge  and  concert  (which  they  never  had  done 
fince  our  firft  commerce)  as  for  keeping  me  ignorant 
after  the  duke's  coming  over,  and  fo  far,  as  to  let  me 
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make  fuch  a  figure  as  I  did,  in  doing  all  the  good  of- 
fices, and  making  all  the  court  I  could  to  the  duke, 
for  lords  EfTex  and  Hallifax,  as  I  told  them  I  would 
do ;  while  they  were  both  in  the  depth  and  fecret  of 
his  interefts  and  couniels  •,  and  T,  who  had  reafon  to 
think  myfelf  well  with  his  highnefs,  was  left  wholly 
out  of  all  confidence  both  with  him  and  with  them. 
But  I  had  reafon  to  refent  it  yet  further,  when  I  found 
that  fome  of  them,  perceiving  the  duke  much  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  conftitution  of  the  new  council,  had, 
to  make  their  own  court,  laid  the  whole  load  of  it  up- 
on me  5  whereas,  if  my  lord  Chancellor,  lord  Sun- 
derland, and  lord  EfTex  had  not  fallen  into  it  with  the 
greateft  applaufes  and  endeavours  in  the  world  to 
finifh  the  draught  of  it,  the  thing  had  certainly  died  ; 
and  for  my  own  part,  after  I  could  not  hinder  my  lord 
Shaftefbury's  being  brought  in,  1  would  have  been  very 
well  content  it  fhould. 

I  could  not  but  tell  my  lord  Sunderland  of  thefe  re*- 
fentments  -,  and  that  I  found  myfelf  fo  unfit  for  courts, 
that  I  was  refoived  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my  life  in  my 
own  domeftique,  without  troubling  myfelf  further  about 
any  public  affairs,  than  not  to  appear  fullen  in  not 
coming  fometimes  to  general  councils  \  and  that  lord 
EfTex  and  Hallifax's  carriage  to  me  had  been  fuch,  af- 
ter having  been  the  two  men  of  England  I  had  it  in 
my  power  and  my  fortunes  mod  to  oblige,  that  I 
would  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  them. 
This  I  faid  only  to  one  perfon  more  -,  and  how  it  came 
to  be  known  by  two  their  lordfhips,  I  cannot  tell ;  but 
there  all  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  than 
what  was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  in  third 
places  •,  though  lord  Hallifax  came  to  an  eclaircifTe- 
ment  with  me  the  fpring  after,  which  ended  very  well, 
and  I  did  him  the  fervice  I  could  upon  occafion  in  the 
late  houfe,  as  well  as  in  council,  upon  their  heats 
again  ft  him. 
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I  paired  the  reft  of  the  fummer  at  home,  and  left 
the  three  lords  in  the  chief  miniftry  and  fole  con- 
fidence, as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  king 
and  duke :  and  lord  EiTex  told  my  brother  Sir  John 
Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had  more  credit 
with  the  king  than   all  the   reft  of  the  minifters,  or 
any  man  in  England :  but  the  refined  courtiers,  who 
obferve  countenances  and  motions,  had  no  opinion  of 
it :  and,  foon  after,  lord  EfTex  and  Hallifax,  upon 
the  private  examination  of  an  intrigue  I  could  never 
'  make  any  thing  of,  nor  thought  worth  my  enquiry, 
which  was  commonly  called  the  meal-tub  plot,   took 
fuch  a  diftafte  at  finding  the mfelves  mentioned  in  it, 
and  yet  left  out  of  the  fecret  examinations  about  it, 
that  the  duke  was  no  fooner  gone,   but  their  difcon- 
tents   grew  open  againft  the   court ;  my  lord  EfTex 
left ^he  treafury  •,  lord  Hallifax,  in  difcourfe  to  me, 
commended  him  for  ir,  and  told  me  his  refolution  to 
go  down  into  the  country ;  and  though  he  could  not 
plant  melons  as  I  did,  being  in  the  North,  yet  he  would 
plant  carrots  and  cucumbers,  rather  than  trouble  him- 
felf  any  more  about  public  ari  airs  ;  and  accordingly  he 
went  down  to  Rufford.  To  their  nearer  friends  I  heard 
they  complained,  that  they  found  they  had  no  found 
part  in  the  king's  confidence  or  the  duke's,  that  they 
were  but   other    mens   dupes,  and  did    other  mens 
work;  and  that,  finding  no  meafures  would  be  taken 
fcr  fatisfying  and  uniting  the  kingdom,  they  would 
have  no  more  part  irr  public  affairs. 

Upon  lord  ElFex's  leaving  the  treafury,  Mr.  *  Hyde 
came*  of  courfe  to  be  firft  cemmiffioner ;  and  he  and 
Mr.  f  Godolphin  were  brought  into  the  council;  where 
I  met  them  the  next  time  I  came,  and  welcomed  them, 
as  two  perfons  that  had  always  been  my  friends,  and 
agreed  with  me  in  all  my  opinions  and  meaiures  about 

*  Afterwards  earl  of  Rochefter,     f  Afterwards  earl  of  Godolphin. 
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affairs  abroad,  wherein  only  we  had  been  converfant  in 
our  commerce,  either  at  Nimeguen,  the  Hague,  or  at 
home.  Thefe  two  joined  in  confidence  with  lord  Sun- 
derland ;  and  the  other  two  lords  being  in  dilcontent 
or  abfent,  ani  I  keeping  at  home  both  upon  myrefo- 
lution  and  inclination  ;  thefe  three  were  efteemed  to 
be  alone  in  the  fecret  and  management  of  the  king's 
affairs,  and  looked  upon  as  the  miniftry. 

October  came  on,  wherein  the  parliament  was  to  meet 
The  duke  was  in  Flanders :  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
in  Holland  :  lord  Shaftefbury  endeavoured  to  inflame 
the  reckoning  of  the  late  conduct  and  counfels  againft 
the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and  to  let  afoot  petitions 
in  cafe  they  did  not  fit :   the  miniflers  were  not  able 
to  {land  the  opening  of  the  parliament-,  and   fo  a 
fhort  prorogation  was  expected  ibme  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  affembly.    I  had  not  been  at  court 
or  council  in  a  month  or  fix  weeks  ;  when,   being 
recovered  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,   I  came  to  town,  and 
went  to  lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him  of  my  feveral 
arrears   in  the  treafury,  defired  his  help,   which  he 
promifed  with  great  kindnefs,  and  went  with  me  to 
the  king,  where  we  propofed  and  agreed  the  way  of 
my  fatisfaction.    The  king  feemed  very  kind  to  me, 
but  neither  one  or  t'other  of  them  faid  a  word  to  me 
of  any  public  bufinefs.     From  the   king's   chamber 
we  went  to  the  council,  where  I  expected  nothing  but 
fuch  common  things  as  I  knew  had  paffed,  for  a  good 
while   before ;  and  ib  all   paffed,    till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  king  after  a  little  paufe 
told  us,  that  upon  many  confiderations,  which  he  could 
not  at  prefent  acquaint  us  with,  he  found  it  neceffary 
to  make  a  longer  prorogation  than  he  had  intended  of 
the  parliament :  that  he  had  confidered  all  the  confe- 
quences,  fo  far  as  to  be  abibluteiy  refolved,  and  not  to 
hear  any  thing  that  fhoujd  be  faid  againfc  it :  that  he 
would  have  it  prorogued  till  that  time  twelvemonth  ; 

and 
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and  charged  my  lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accord- 
ingly. 

All  at  council  were  {tunned  at  this  furprifing  refolu- 
tion,  and  the  way  of  propofing  it,  except  thofe  few  that 
were  in  the  fecret,  and  they  thought  fit  to  be  filent, 
and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon  his  majefty  :  feveral 
others  rofe  up,  and  would  have  entered  into  the  rea* 
fonings  and  confequences  of  it,  but  the  king  would 
not  hear  them,  and  fo  all  debate  ended.  After 
which  I  rofe  and  told  the  king,  That  as  to  the  refo- 
lution  he  had  taken,  I  would  fay  nothing,  becaufe  he 
was  refolved  to  hear  no  reafoning  upon  it ;  therefore 
1  would  only  prefume  to  offer  him  my  humble  advice 
as  to  the  courie  of  his  future  proceedings  •,  which  was, 
that  his  majefty  in  his  affairs  would  pieafe  to  make 
ufe  of  fome  council  or  other,  and  allow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices  -5  after  hearing  which,  his 
majefty  might  yet  refolve  as  he  pleafed  :  that  if  he 
did  not  think  the  perfons  or  number  of  this  prefent 
council  fuited  with  his  affairs,  it  was  in  his  power  to 
diftblve  them,  and  conftitute  another  of  twenty,  of 
"ten,  or  of  five,  or  any  number  he  pleafed,  and  to 
alter  them  again  when  he  would  •,  but  to  make  coun- 
fellors  that  mould  not  counfel,  I  doubted  whether  it 
were  in  his  majefty's  power  or  no,  becaufe  it  implied 
a  contradiction  \  and,  fo  far  as  I  had  obferved  either 
of  former  ages  or  the  prefent,  I  queftioned  whether  it 
was  a  thing  had  been  praclifed  in  England  by  his 
majefty's  predeceffors,  or  were  fo  now  by  any  of  the 
prefent  princes  of  Chriftendom  :  and  therefore  I  humbly 
advifed  him  to  conftitute  fome  fuch  council,  as  he 
would  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  in  the  digeftion  of 
his  great  and  public  affairs. 

His  majefty  heard  me  very  gracioufiy,  and  feemed 
not  at  all  difpleafed  with  any  thing  I  had  faid  ;  nor 
any  other  perfon  cf  the  lords  of  the  council,  but  molt 
very  much  to  approve  it :  yet,  after  the  council  was 
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up,  my  lord  Sunderland  came  to  me,  told  me,  he  was 
never  fo  furprifed  as  at  what  I  had  faid,  and  expected 
it  fooner  from  any  man  in  England  than  me  :  that 
whatever  refolutions  had  been  taken  about  my  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  treafury,  he  was  fure  nothing  mould  be 
done.  I  replied,  that,  if  he  liked  not  what  I  faid,  he 
fhould  have  prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I 
came  to  council,  what  was  intended  to  be  done  \  which 
if  I  had  known,  I  would  not  have  been  there,  no 
more  than  I  had  been  fo  long  before  :  and  that,  if 
my  debt  would  not  be  paid,  I  muft  live  the  beft  I 
could  without  it. 

Not  long  before,  the  prince  of  Orange  writ  me  word, 
how  much  be  found  the  duke  unfatisried  with  me, 
upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given  the  prince 
thole  impreflions  and  fentiment,s  which  he  had  upon 
the  common  affairs  of  Christendom  ;  whereas,  he  could 
fay  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  he  had  given  me 
mine,  and  mould  never  change  his  own  till  he  were 
convinced  d? avoir  tort  [of  being  in  the  wrong :] 
however,  that  he  thought  fit  out  of  friendship  to  me, 
to  give  me  this  advice. 

I  was  now  in  a  podure  to  be  admirably  pleafed  with 
having  no  part  in  public  affairs  :  The  duke  unfatisried 
with  me  of  late ;  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shaftefbury  from  the  very  firft  ;  lorn  Effex  andHallifax 
out  of  all  commerce  with  me  upon  what  had  paffed ; 
great  civility  from  the  other  miniflers  but  no  commu- 
nication ;  and  the  king  himfelr,  though  very  gracious, 
yet  very  rcferved.  Upon  all  this,  and  the  melancholy 
profpect  of  our  diffractions  at  home,  and  thereupon 
the  difaflers  threatening  abroad  :  but  chiefly  upon  my 
own  native  humour,  born  for  a  private  life,  and  par- 
ticular converfation  or  general  leifure  ;  I  refolved  to 
give  over  all  part  in  public  affairs,  and  came  no  more 
either  to  court  or  council  in  a  month's  time,  which  I 
fpent  chiefly  in  the  country. 

In 
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In  this  time  the  lord  RufTel,  lord  *  Cavendifh,  Sir 
H.  Capel,  and  Mr,  Powle,  diftafted  at  the  late  proroga- 
tion, as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pretending  to 
defpair  of  being  able  to  ferve  the  king  any  longer,  in  a 
conduct  of  affairs  fo  difagreeable  to  the  general  humour 
of  the  people  ;  went  to  the  king  together,  and  defired 
his  majefty  to  excufe  their  attendance  any  more  upon 
him  at  council,  which  the  king  very  eafily  confented  to. 
Lord  Salifbury,  lord  EfTex,  and  lord  Hallifax  feemed 
to  have  taken  the  fame  refolution,  though  not  in  fo 
much  form.  Upon  which  I  thought  it  might  be  a  great 
prejudice  to  his  majeffy's  affairs,  to  be  left  by  fo  many 
at  once  :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave  over  at  the  fame 
time,  it  would  look  like  entering  into  a  faction  with 
perfons  who  were  only  difpleafed  with  the  prefent  fcene 
upon  hopes  of  entering  foon  upon  another,  which  was 
no  part  of  my  thoughts  or  defigns.  Therefore  I  re- 
folved  to  go  again  to  council,  to  fhew  I  had  not  herd- 
ed with  thofe  that  had  left  it ;  and  that  my  leaving  it 
too  might  not  occafion  fome  mens  greater  diilafles  at 
the  government. 

In  the  intermiflian  I  had  made,  my  wife,  continu- 
ing her  commerce  with  my  lady  Sunderland,  had  met 
my  lord  there ;  who,  taking  no  notice  of  what  had  paf- 
fed  between  us,  afked  her  how  I  had  proceeded  in  my 
bufinefs  of  the  treafury,  and  whether  I  needed  his  help, 
which  he  offered  with  great  friendlinefs  if  I  had  occafion. 
When  I  came  up  to  town,  and  went  the  firft  time  to 
council  -,  after  it  was  done,  I  went  to  lord  Sunderland, 
told  him  what  regards  towards  his  majefty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to  my 
wife  :  I  found  him  returned  to  his  firft  temper  towards 
me;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  always  with  pro- 
fefiions  of  my  refolutions  to  retire,  and  my  thoughts  of 
a  journey  into  Italy,  which  I  had  long  promifed  the 
great  duke.     I  lived  on  with  my  lord  Sunderland  in 

*  Afterwards  duke  of  Devcnfhirfe. 
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all  kindnefs,  though  not  confidence,  which  was  now 
wholly  between  him,  and  Mr.  Hide,  and  Mr.  Godol- 
phin.  I  made  ule  of  his  offers,  and  by  his  help  came 
to  an  iffue  in  the  moll  difficult  point  of  my  bufinefs 
in  the  treafury. 

The  fecond  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  return 
from  Sheen,  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  he  was  to  fay 
fomething  to  me  from  the  king,  and  defired  we  might 
meet  after  council  was  up.  I  went  to  his  lodgings  ; 
where  he  told  me  that  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  being 
abfolutely  refolved  to  part  with  his  place,  and  the  king, 
having  found  I  had  long  declined  it,  had  now  thoughts 
of  confenting  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkin's  coming  into  it  upon 
a  bargain  with  the  fecretary ;  but  that  the  king  would 
do  nothing  in  it  without  firft  letting  me  know  his 
thoughts ;  and  alked  whether  I  had  any  thing  to  fay 
upon  it.  I  made  no  flop  in  the  world,  but  told  his 
lordfhip  that  the  king  could  do  nothing  for  me  that  I 
would  take  kinder  than  this ;  that  I  had  feveral  times 
preffed  his  majefly  to  a  new  choice,  and  once  offered 
to  name  fome  to  him  that  I  knew  were  lit  for  it ;  that  I 
had  refolved  againflit  fo  long,  that  his  majefly  had  no 
reafon  to  remember  any  of  his  engagements  to  me, 
how  voluntary  foever ;  but,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  do 
it,  was  the  moll  obliging  in  the  world  ;  and  1  was 
refolved  immediately  to  go  and  make  him  my  ac- 
knowledgments. I  did  fo  \  they  were  extremely  well 
taken,  the  king  ufed  me  with  great  kindnefs  \  and  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  came  into  the  office. 

I  paffed  the  winter  in  town,  though  with  much 
indifpofition ;  goingfometimes  to  the  council,  and  fome- 
times  to  the  foreign  committee,  but  not  frequently  to 
either,  and  meddling  very  little  with  any  thing  that 
paffed  there  •,  unlefs  it  was  what  concerned  the  affairs  of 
Ireland,  which  happened  to  be  then  hot  upon  the  anvil ; 
the  duke  of  Ormond  and  council  of  that  kingdom 
having  tranfmitted  feveral  .aels  over  lo  the  council 
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here,  both  of  grace  andfupplies,in  order  to  a  parliament 
to  be  held  in  Ireland.  This  brought  lord  Effex  again 
into  play,  after  fo  much  difcontent  and  fo  little  at- 
tendance for  feveral  months  at  council :  but  his  eye 
and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return  to  the 
government  of  Ireland  •,  which  made  him  fleer  all  by 
that  compafs,  and  purfue  court  or  popular  humour,  as 
he  thought  either  likelieftto  further  that  end.  When* 
ever  the  Irifh  acts  came  into  council,  he  was  fure  to  be 
there  •,  firil  railing  twenty  difficulties  in  the  particu- 
lar acts,  and  arrainging  not  only  the  prudence,  but 
common  fenfe,  of  the  lord- lieutenant  and  council 
there :  then  arguing  againfl  the  afTembling  a  parliament 
in  that  kingdom  •,  and  at  lafl  introducing  Sir  James 
Sheen  to  make  propofals  of  increafing  the  king's  re- 
venue there  near  eighty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  upon  a 
new  farm  to  himfelf  and  the  company  he  offered  to  be 
joined  with  him  :  a  farm  indeed,  as  it  was  drawn  up, 
not  of  the  revenue,  but  of  the  crown  of  Ireland. 

This  fcheme  was  ever  fupported  by  lord  Effex  -,  and 
ever  oppofed  by  me  with  more  fharpnefs  than  was 
ufual  to  me  upon  any  debates  •,  becauie  I  had  found 
out  the  cheat  of  the  whole  thing,  which  lord  Effex  had 
fet  on  foot  as  a  great  mafter-piece  of  that  cunning, 
which  his  friends  ufed  to  fay  was  his  talent,  and  was  one 
for  which  of  all  other  talents  I  had  ever  the  greater!; 
averfion.  The  fhort  of  this  ftory  was,  lord  Effex  had 
a  mind  to  be  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  to  hinder  any 
parliament  being  called  till  he  came  to  the  govern- 
ment. He  faw  himfelf  out  at  court  5  and  the  hopes 
of  getting  in  by  his  interefl  in  parliament,  now  delayed 
by  the  prorogation  longer  than  he  could  flay  :  he  pro- 
jects this  farm  with  Sir  James  Sheen,  and  by  him 
offers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advantages  mentioned 
to  the  king's  revenue-,  but  agrees  with  Sir  James,  that, 
if  the  bait  were  (wallowed,  he  mould,  upon  the  con- 
cluiion  of  all,  declare  that  he  and  his  company  were 
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ready  to  perform  all  the  conditions  agreed  on  •,  but  could 
not  do  it  unlefs  my  lord  ErTex  might  be  fent  over 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  \  without  which  the  condition  of 
that  kingdom  could  never  be  fettled  enough  for  fuch 
advantages  to  the  king's  fervice  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  fecrecy  from  a  confident  of  Sir 
James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himfelf  this  whole  project, 
and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters  con- 
cerning the  King's  revenue,  had  received  this  new  pro- 
pofal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly  ;  whether  prevailed 
upon  by  the  fpecious  fhew  of  fo  great  increafes  in  the 
revenue,  or  by  fome  new  meafures  growing  between 
him  and  lord  Effex  in  other  affairs,  I  never  could  de- 
termine -,  but  fuch  a  patronage  at  council  gave  ftrength 
to  the  debates,  being  little  oppofed  but  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  fo  bare,  that  it 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  fpring  5  and  the  king 
joined  wholly  with  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  thing,  and 
fo  far,  that  when  it  was  come  to  council  or  committee, 
his  majefty  fent  particularly  to  me  to  be  there. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  agitations,  the  duke  came  over 
out  of  Flanders,  and  refolution  was  taken  for  his  go- 
ing into  Scotland.  I  was  extremely  concerned  for  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  fallen  into  danger  of  the 
confequences  threatened  by  thefe  intrigues  and  purfuits 
after  the  mod  fenfibie  blow  that  could  be  given  him, 
by  the  death  of  his  *  fon  •,  and  was  both  of  an  age 
and  merits  to  expect  no  more  reverfcs  of  fortune,  after 
fo  many  as  he  had  run  through  in  the  courfe  of  his 
loyalty.  I  faw  Mr.  Hyde  violently  bent  upon  Sir  James 
Sheen's  imaginary  project,  and,  I  doubted,  with  fome 
pique  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  partiality  to  lord 
ErTex.  The  king  feemed  to  grow  weary  of  fo  much 
purfuit ;  and  lord  Sunderland  was  indifferent  in  the 
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thing  :  fo  that  I  refolved  to  try  if  I  could  not  engage 
the  duke  to  fupport  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and  the 
fecond  time  I  was  with  his  highnefs,  after  his  coming 
to  court,  I  fell  into  this  whole  bufinefs  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  and  laid  open  the  fecret  of  the  thing. 
The  duke  feemed  very  favourable  to  lord  EfTex,  and 
more  indifferent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  than  I  expect- 
ed ;  which  made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  character 
of  them  both,  which  the  duke  feemed  at  laft  to  allow 
with  the  diftinction  they  defer ved,  and  profeffed  to  de- 
fire  the  duke  of  Orraond  mould  be  continued  ;  tho',  if 
he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  Hill  feemed  to  think 
lord  ElTex  the  fitted  to  fucceed  him.  But  I  found, 
fome  days  after,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  that  his  high- 
nefs had  been  very  glad  to  find  me  fo  fixed  in  that 
bufinefs  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  that  he  would 
give  him  what  fupport  he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  affair,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  majefty,  and  more  commerce  both 
with  lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde ;  with  whom  I 
always  lived  very  well,  though  we  differed  fo  much 
in  opinion  upon  this  Irifh  bufinefs.  But  continuing 
ftill  my  refolutions  of  winding  myfelf  out  of  all  public 
bufinefs  j  and  to  that  end  talking  often  to  them  of  my 
defign  to  make  a  journey  to  Florence,  both  upon  occa- 
fion  of  my  health  and  promife  -,  they  both  propofed  to 
me,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go 
into  Spain,  and  do  it  with  a  character  from  the  king, 
who  was  likely  to  have  affairs  there  ;  rather  than  make 
a  journey  like  young  gentlemen,  only  to  fee  the  coun- 
try. I  told  them  how  unwilling  I  was  to  charge  myfelf 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  embaffy  •, 
or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  done  fo  often  already, 
of  being  undone  by  thofe  employments  :  that,  if  I 
could  refolve  on  it,  1  did  not  fee  what  affairs  the  king 
could  have  in  Spain,  whilft  he  had  fuch  as  he 
feemed  to  have  at  prefent  in  England  j  nor  could  I  fee 
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What  ufe  any  leagues  or  meafures  abroad  could  be  to 
him,  unlefs  fome  union  at  home  would  enable  him  to 
fupport  them.  This  converfation,  however,  was  of- 
ten renewed  between  us-,  and  at  lad,  I  found  our, 
that  to  prepare  for  a  good  fefnon  of  parliament  next 
winter,  the  minifters  were  refolved  upon  all  meafures 
that  might  conduce  towards  it  during  the  fummer  ♦, 
and,  as  one  of  the  chief,  were  refolved  to  fend  minif- 
ters to  Spain,  Denmark,  and  other  of  the  confederates, 
and  enter  with  them  into  the  ftricleft  meafures  for  the 
common  defence  againft  the  power  of  France. 

I  found  the  minifters  were  mighty  earned  to  engage 
me  in  this  embaffy,  as  believing  my  charging  myfelf 
with  it  would  give  a  general  opinion,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  of  our  fincerity  in  the  thing.  The  king 
fpoke  to  me,  and  feemed  very  defirous  of  my  under- 
taking it.  I  defended  myfelf  a  good  while,  having 
indeed  no  opinion  the  thing  had  a  good  root,  or  that 
the  appearance  of  it  would  have  the  effect  hoped  for, 
upon  the  next  meeting  of  parliament :  but  at  laft 
I  brought  it  to  this  point,  that  I  would  not  charge 
myfelf  with  going  to  make  the  intended  alliance 
in  Spain  ;  but,  if  the  king  mould  think  fit  to  con- 
clude it  here  with  the  Spanifh  ambafTador  upon  terms 
of  mutual  latisfacYion,  1  would  be  content  to  go  and 
cultivate  it  in  Spain.  This  was  done  by  the  minif- 
ters ;  the  king  declared  me  his  ambafTador  extraordi- 
nary at  Madrid ;  I  pafTed  my  privy-feal,  received 
my  equipage,  and  fpent  the  latter  end  of  the  fum- 
mer in  the  preparations  for  my  journey,  which  were 
in  a  manner  fimiried  about  the  middle  of  September; 
when  the  king  told  me,  that  fince  the  parliament 
drew  fo  near,  and  fo  much  depended  upon  it  of 
all  that  concerned  him  either  abroad  or  at  home, 
he  was  refolved  to  have  me  flay  at  kail  the  open- 
ing of  it,  by  which  •  we  fhould  judge  of  the  fur- 
ther progrefs* 
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From  what  feeds  the  difcontents  and  violent  pro~ 
ceedings  of  this  lad  feflion  grew,  I  have  told  already, 
but  by  what  motions  and  degrees  they  came  to  fuch  a 
height  is  another  ftory,  and  may  have  had  fome  roots 
which  I  did  not  difcover-,  but  what  I  obferved  was 
this.  After  the  duke's  return  into  Flanders,  he  had 
the  king's  leave  to  come  over  again  in  fome  months.. 
The  duke  of  Monmouth  came  back  out  of  Holland 
without  leave,  and  fo  came  not  to  court ;  and  thereby 
ieemed  to  make  himfelf  the  head  of  thofe  that  were, 
difcontented,  either  with  the  duke's  return,  or  the  in- 
termilfion  of  parliament.  In  acting  this  part  he  was 
guided  by  lord  Shaftefbury,  who  reiblved  to  blow  up 
the  fire  as  high  as  he  could  this  fummer ;  fo  as  to  make 
the  necefiity  the  greater  of  the  parliament  fitting  at  the 
time  appointed..  And,  becaufe  boldnefs  looks  like 
Hrength,  to  encourage  his  party  with  an  opinion  oi 
both,  he  engaged  feveral  lords,  and  among  them  lord 
RufTel,  togawith  him  to  Weftminfter-Hall  publickly^, 
and  there,  at  the  king's  bench,  to  prefent  the  duke  as  a 
recufant.  Though  the  matter  had  no  confequences  in- 
the  forms  of  the  court;  yet  it  had  a  general  one  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  andaftrong  one  upon  the  paf- 
fions  of  all  thofe  perfons  that  were  fo  publlckly  engag- 
ed in  this  bold  pace  againfl  the  duke,  which  was  break- 
ing all  meafures  with  him,  and  entering  into  the  def- 
perate  refolution  of  either  ruining  hishighnefs  or  them- 
selves :  and  I  found  it  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  fmall 
circle  of  my  acquaintance  or  obfervation. 

Lord  Effex,  who  had  purfued  his  return  to  the  go* 
vernment  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  court  for  fix  months 
pail,  began  to  let  all  that  bufinefs  of  Sir  James  Sheen 
cool,  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a  furer  foundation  for 
that  defign,  from  the  credit  he  intended  to  gain  in 
the  approaching  parliament.  Upon-  this  he  began  to 
fall  into  new  commerce  with  lord  Shaftefbury,  who 
tgld  him  in  thefe  ihamelefs  wcrds,    u  My  lord,  if 
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?c  you  will  come  in  to  us^  never  trouble  yourfelf,  we'll 
"  make  you  lieutenant  of  Ireland."  The  way  to  this 
return  was  to  oppofe  the  duke's  flay  here  upon  the  ie- 
veral  paffages  he  made,  but  chiefly  upon  that  before 
the  feffion  of  parliament.  Lord  Hallifax,  though  he 
fell  not  in  with  lord  Shaftefbury,  yet  was  glad  to  make 
fair  weather  againfl  the  parliament  met,  by  his  oppo- 
fitions  to  the  duke.  Lord  Sunderland  was  flruck  with 
the  boldnefs  of  the  lords  prefentment  in  Weflrninfter- 
Hall,  and  the  confequcnce  of  fuch  men  being  fo  de- 
fperately  engaged  in  an  attempt  wherein  they  vere  like 
to  befeconded  by  the  humour  of  the  nation,  upon  the 
alarms  or  popery ;  which  made  him  conclude,  the  king 
would  not  be  able  to  fupport  the  duke  any  longer, 
but  would  be  forced  to  feparate  his  interefts  from  him 
at  laft  :  and  he  believed  the  king  himielf  was  of  the 
fame  mind.  Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  fame  thoughts 
with  lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  thing  itfelf,  and  of 
the  king's  mind  in  it  :  fo  as  upon  the  debate  in  coun- 
cil, concerning  the  duke's  flay  or  going  back  into 
Scotland  before  the  parliament  met,  thefe  four  joined 
abfolutely  in  the  reafons  and  advices  for  his  going 
away  •,  and  though  the  reft  of  the  council  were  gene- 
rally of  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  the  king  fell  in  with 
thefe  four,  and  concluded  the  thing,  againfl:  the  duke's 
will  and  his  friends,  as  I  have  been  told:  for  during 
all  thefe  tranfactions  I  was  in  the  country,  with  my 
thoughts  and  preparations  wholly  turned  upon  my 
Spanifh  embafly  ;  and  I  was  the  willinger  to  be  there, 
upon  the  refolution  1  had  long  been  fixed  in,  never  to 
enter  into  any  differences  or  perfonal  matters  between 
the  kins  and  his  brother. 

The  duke  went  away,  and  the  parliament  began, 
with  the  general  knowledge,  of  fo  many  great  perfons 
having  appeared  fo  publickly  againfl  his  highnefs  in 
Weftminfter-Hall,  and  fo  confiderable  ones  in  the  court 
itfelf  and  at  the  council-table  :  thofe  of  th^  firft  gang 
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fell  immediately  into  the  cabals  of  lords  and  common* 
who  framed  the  bill  of  exclufion  ♦,  wherein  they  were 
defperately  engaged,  not  only,  as  they  profefTed,  upon 
opinion  of  national  ends,  but  likewife  upon  that  of 
felf-prefervation,  having  broken  irreparably  all  meafures 
already  with  the  duke  :  the  generality  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  carried,  partly  with  the  plaufiblenefs 
qi  the  thing,  calculated  in  appearance  only  againft 
popery,  without  any  private  ends  as  was  pretended  -9 
and  partly  with,  the  opinion  of  the  king's  refolution 
to  fali  into  it,  upon  the  obfervation  of  fuch  lords  of 
the  court  having  engaged  fo  far  in  fending  away  the 
duke.  All  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  friends  drove 
it  on  violently  •,  not  doubting  he  would  lie  in  the 
duke's  place,  though  no  provifion  feemed  to  be  made 
for  that  in  the  forms  of  the  draught :  and  all  thefe 
circum fiances  concurring,  made  fo  violent  a  torrent 
for  carrying  on  this  bill,  as  nothing  could  refift,  or 
any  ways  divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occafions, 
the  fmall  oppofition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,  made 
the  violence  the  greater. 

Befides  thefe  general  circumftances,  there  were  two 
more  particular  and  perfonal,  that  feemed  to  me  to 
have  great  influence  upon  the  houfe  :  one  was  lord 
RuiTel  letting  himfelf,  almofl  with  arfeclation,  at  the 
head  of  this  affair  y  who  was  a  perfon  in  general  repute 
of  an  honeft  worthy  gentleman,,  without  tricks  or 
private  ambition,  and  who  was  known  to  venture 
as  great  a  flake  perhaps  as  any  fubjedb  of  England. 
The  other  was  Sir  William  Jones  entering  upon  it  fo 
abruptly  and  fo  defperately  as  he  did,  if  I  miflake 
not,  the  firft  day  he  came  into  the  houfe  (at  leafl  I 
have  been  told  fo,  for  I  was  not  there)  which  was  fome 
time  after  the  fefiion  began,  having  been  engaged  in 
a  difputed  election.  And  this  perfon  having  the  name 
of  the  greatefl  lawyer  of  England,  and  commonly  of  a 
very  wife  man  ;  befides  this,  of  a  very  rich^  and  of  a 
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wary  or  rather  timorous  nature  \  made  people  gene- 
rally  conclude  that  the  thing  was  certain  and  fafe,  and 
would  at  lafl  be  agreed  on  all  parts,  whatever  counte- 
nance were  made  at  court. 

The  bill  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was 
carried  up  by  lord  RufTel  to  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  as  I 
think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  houfe.  But,  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of  reception. 
The  king  was  refolved,  and  declared  againit  the  bill : 
and  though  lord  Shaftefbury,  lord  Efiex,  and,  as  I 
remember,  about  fifteen  more,  were  violently  for  it ; 
yet  the  reft  of  the  houfe  were  firm  and  pofitive  again  ft 
it  ;  among  whom  lord  Hallifax  appeared  mod  in  the 
head  of  all  debates  ;  and  fo  k  was,  after  long  conteft, 
abfoluteiy  thrown  out.  This  enraged  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and,  having  failed  of  the  only  thing  they 
feemed  to  have  at  heart,  made  them  fall  upon  perfons; 
engage  firft  in  the  purfuitof  lord  Stafford  to  the  block, 
upon  the  fccre  of  the  plot  -,  and  then  in  addreffes,  ei- 
ther upon  general  difcon  tents  in  the  publick  affairs.,  or 
upon  common  fame  againft  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  feflion  of  par- 
liament, I  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a  man 
that  had  any  defigns  or  ambitions  about  him  ;  but  for 
me  who  had  none  (and  whofe  head  was  fixed  either 
upon  my  embaffy  into  Spain,  or  upon  my  ablblutc 
retirement)  the  only  one  wherein  I  could  have  fatisfied 
myfejf.  As  I  never  entered  into  publick  bufinefs  by 
my  own  choice  or  purfuit,  but  always  called  into  it 
by  the  king,  or  his  minifters  ;  fo  I  never  made  the 
common  ufe  of  it,  by  ever  afking  either  money,  lands, 
or  honour  of  his  majefly  •,  though  I  have  been  often 
enough  urged  to  it  by  my  friends,  and  invited  by  fo 
great  degrees  of  confidence  and  favour,  as  I  have  flood 
in  with  his  majefly  both  often  and  long.  I  never  had 
my  heart  fet  upon  any  thing  in  publick  affairs,  but  the 
liappinefs  of  my  country,  and  greatnefs  of  the  crown : 
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and,  in  order  to  that,  the  union  of  both,  by  which 
alone  I  thought  both  could  be  atchieved.  When  I  fell 
firft  into  defpairof  this,  I  fell  firft  into  a  diftafte  of  all 
publick  affairs  ;  which  has  been  nourifned  by  a  courfe 
of  fuch  accidents  and  turns  of  court,  and  perfonal  in- 
conftancies  or  infidelities,  as  I  have  related.  By  what 
means  I  came  to  be  fo  long  engaged,  as  to  fee  this 
feflion  of  parliament,  I  have  told  •,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
told,  the  vexation  and  trouble  which  the  courfe  of  it 
gave  me.  I  knew  very  well,  that  all  the  fafety  of 
Flanders  and  Holland  depended  upon  the  union  of  his 
majefty  with  his  parliament,  which  might  enable  him 
to  make  fuch  a  figure  in  Chriftendom,  as  the  crown 
of  England  has  done,  and  ought  always  to  do.  The 
Dutch  had  fent  over  monfieur  Van  Lewen  to  make 
both  court  and  country  fenfible  of  this  neceflity  that 
Chriilendom  was  in ;  and  how  much  all  would  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  France,  from  the  day  they  faw  the  hopes 
of  it  fail.  The  houfe  of  commons  met,  with  fuch  a 
bent  upon  what  they  thought  the  chief  of  their  home 
concerns,  that  the  name  of  any  thing  foreign  would 
not  be  allowed  among  them ;  nay,  the  mention  of  Spa- 
nifh  leagues,  alliances  with  Holland,  and  meafures  in- 
tended by  the  king  with  other  confederates,  were  laugh- 
ed at,  as  court-tricks,  and  too  ftale  to  pafs  any  more. 
They  fell  downright  upon  a  point  invincible,  which 
was  the  bill  of  exclufion  •,  and  in  default  of  that,  upon 
heats  againft  the  government  and  the  minifters,  not 
without  fome  glancing  at  the  king.  This  was  returned 
with  heats  at  court  by  thofe  minifters  that  were  chiefly 
touched  ;  which  were  lord  Hallifax,  who,  by  a  fudden 
turn,  whereof  I  know  no  account,  had  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feflion  fallen  into  the  open  defence  of 
the  duke's  interefis  ;  and  Mr.  Hyde,  who,,  by  his 
relation  to  the  duke,  and  by  his  education  wholly  at 
court,  was  ever  reckoned  upon,  as  well  as  found  to 
be,  firft  in  that  point.     Though  I  did  not  find  by 
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them,  that  they  thought  it  would  be  to  much  purpofe  \ 
only  they  promifed  to  agree  with  the  king  upon  the 
draught  of  fome  expedients  in  the  cafe,  which  lord 
Hallifax  had  charged  himfelf  with,  and  mould  be 
charged  with  to  the  houfe  of  lords9  during  the  heats 
of  the  commons. 

For  my  own  part,  fo  foon  as  I  faw  the  bent  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  the  violence  with  which  it  was  car- 
ried, and  the  diftra&ions  it  was  like  to  engage  the  king- 
dom in,  at  a  time  they  were  fo  little  in  feaibn  ;  I  gave 
over  firft  all  hopes,  and  then  all  thoughts  upon  fo 
unpleafant  a  theme.  In  the  bufinefs  of  the  bill  I  ne- 
ver meddled,  nor  fo  much  as  reafoned  either  in  or  out 
of  the  houfe  ;  having  declared  my  opinion  to  the  king 
and  his  minifters,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to 
oppofe  it  there ;  nor  for  the  king  to  take  notice  of 
the  commons  addrefs  upon  it,  further  than  to  let  them 
know,  that  whenever  any  bills,  or  anyaddreiTes  upon 
things  of  that  nature,  were  brought  to  him  from  both 
houies,  he  would  anfwer  them.  By  this  means  I 
thought  the  king  was  fure  of  his  end  -,  for  the  bill 
would  certainly  fall  as  often  as  it  came  into  the  houfe 
of  lords ;  and,  if  he  mould  be  forced  to  break  the  par- 
liament, it  would  be  better  done  upon  invincible  dif- 
ference between  the  two  houfes,  than  upon  any  be- 
tween his  majefty  and  the  houfe  of  commons.  But 
this  opinion  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  chief  miniflers. 
After  that,  I  prefled  both  the  king  and  them  to  bring 
fuch  expedients  as  they  told  me  were  refolved  on ; 
that  fo  we  might  make  all  the  ftrength  we  could  to 
fupport  them  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  thereby 
reduce  things  to  fome  temper ;  but  thefe,  though  daily 
talked  of,  never  appeared.  I  went  not  often,  either 
to  the  houfe  or  council ;  but  when  I  did,  and  thought 
it  to  any  purpofe,  I  endeavoured  to  allay  the  heats  on 
either  fide ;  and  told  the  king  I  expected  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  houfe  in  the  morning,  and  out  of  the  council 
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jn  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Hyde  afked  me  one  day  in  the 
council-chamber,  why  I  came  fo  ieldom  to  the  houfe 
or  council  -9  I  told  him,  'twas  upon  Solomon's  advice, 
neither  to  oppoie  the  mighty,  nor  go  about  to  flop 
the  current  of  a  river  :  upon  which  he  faid,  I  was 
a  wife  a  and  quiet  man  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  for 
feme  circumftances  he  could  not  help,  he  would  do 
fo  too. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  fpoken  in  the  houfe,  but 
upon  the  motion  of  fupplies  for  Tangier*  ;  upon  the 
digerlion  of  the  fiift  addrefs  about  general  grievances; 
and  in  the  cafes  of  my  lord  chief-juftice  North,  and  my 
lord  Hallifax  being  impeached  upon  common  fame  : 
nor  at  any  general  councils,  unlefs  it  were  upon  the 
houfe  of  commons  addrefs  againft  lord  Hallifax,  and 
upon  a  debate  about  diiTolving  the  parliament;  where- 
in I  defired  the  king  and  council  never  to  lay  afide  the 
thoughts  and  endeavours  of  agreeing  either  with  this 
or  fome  other  parliament,  as  a  matter  of  fo  great  necef- 
fity  to  the  iliate  of  his  majefty's  affairs  both  abroad  and 
at  home.  Lord  Hallifax  anfwered  me  in  few  words, 
tnat  every  body  was  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
king's  agreeing  with  his  parliaments,  though  not  with 
this  :  and  f  Mr.  Seymour  told  me,  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  me  in  what  I  had  faid.  The  lafl  thing  I  did,  in 
houfe  or  council,  was  to  carry  the  king's  laft  anfwer  to 
the  commons,  containing  his  refolutions  never  to  con- 
fent  to  the  exclufion  of  the  duke  ;  J  which  fecretary 
Jenkins  had  been  charged  with  the  night  before  at 
council :  but  he  was  thought  top  unacceptable  to  the 
houfe,  it  feems,  for  a  meffage  that  was  like  to  prove  fo ; 
and  next  morning  the  king  would  have  had  Sir  Ro- 
bert Carr,  or  Mr.  Godolphin  have  carried  it,  but  they 
both  excufed  themfelves ;  upon  which  the  king  fent 
for  me. 

*  See  the  Appendix.  -f  Afterwards  Sir  E.  Seymour* 

J  See  the  Appendix, 

I  told 


to  the  Author  s  Retirement.  537 

I  told  his  majefty,  I  did  not  very  well  underfland 
why  a  thing,  agreed  upon  lad  night  at  council-table, 
fhould  be  altered  in  his  chamber  •,  but  that  1  was  very 
willing  however  to  obey  him,  and  the  rather  upon 
others  having  excufed  themfelves,  and  to  fhew  his  ma- 
jefty that  I  intended  to  play  no  popular  games :  upon 
which  I  took  the  paper,  and  told  the  king  that  I  was 
very  fenfible  how  much  of  his  confidence  I  formerly 
had,  and  how  much  I  had  loft,  without  knowing  the 
occafion  ;  or  elfe  I  might  have  had  part  in  the  con- 
futing this  change  of  what  was  iaft  night  refolved,  as 
well  as  in  executing  it  5  and  I  would  confefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty, that  1  had  not  fo  good  a  ftomach  in  bufmefs,  as 
to  be  content  only  with  fwallowing  what  other  people 
had  chewed.  Upon  which  1  went  away  and  carried 
my  meffage  to  the  houfe,  which  was  received  juft  as 
was  expected.  I  tell  this  paftage  freely,  as  1  do  all 
the  reft;  as  the  only  thing  1  could  imagine  the  king 
could  ever  take  ill  of  me  -,  and  yet  1  know  not  how  it 
could  be  a  fault,  more  than  in  a  point  of  manners 
neither,  or  the  homelinefs  of  exprefiion. 

That,  which  completed  my  refolution  of  recefs 
from  all  publick  bufmefs,  was  to  find,  as  I  thought, 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in  no- 
thing elfe,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  of  bringing 
things  to  the  laft  extremity.  Lord  Shafrefbury  and  his 
party  thought  the  points  of  popular  difcontents  and 
petitions,  or  at  leaft  that  of  the  king's  wants,  would 
at  laft  bring  the  court  to  their  mercy  in  one  parliament 
or  other.  Thofe  minifters,  who  were  paft  all  mea- 
fures  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  thought  there  was 
no  way,  but  by  their  heats,  to  bring  the  king  to  a 
diflike,  and  thereby  to  a  difufe  of  parliaments.  And 
by  this  likewife  the  duke's  intereft  feemed  at  pre- 
sent only  to  be  fecured.  So  that,  where  both  parties 
xonfented  in  dividing  to  extremity  on  each  fide,  no 
man  could  think  any  longer  of  uniting  5  nor  confe- 
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quently  to  fee  the  crown  in  fuch  a  pofmre  as  I  had 
ever  wifhed  it,  and  for  our  neighbours  fakes  as  well 
as  our  own. 

I  found  this  yet  more  evident  at  the  laft  debates, 
during  my  afiiftance  at  the  foreign  committee,  concern- 
ing the  anfwer  his  majefty  mould  return  to  the  repeat- 
ed addrefTes  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  relating  to  the 
bill  of  exclufion.  I  was  of  opinion  it  mould  be,  that, 
when  both  houfes  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  would  give  them  an  anfwer  ;  but  till  then 
would  fufpend  it,  and  not  fend  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  one 
houfe  upon  fo  weighty  an  occafion,  which  for  aught 
he  knew  might  be  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  other. 
By  this  means  he  would  be  fecure  from  the  necefllty 
of  any  direct  breach  with  the  commons  ♦,  fince  he  knew 
well  enough,  the  lords  would  not  confent  to  the  ad- 
drefs. And,  if  the  parliament  came  to  be  diflblved, 
it  were  better  for  the  king  it  mould  break  upon  diffe- 
rences between  the  two  houfes,  than  between  his  ma- 
jefty and  them.  For  this  would  give  the  nation  an 
opinion,  that  he  was  refolved  to  live  without  parlia- 
ments hereafter  •,  which  might  endanger  perhaps  our 
peace  at  home,  but  would  however  ruin  the  hopes  of 
our  neighbours  abroad,  who  had  no  other  of  defend- 
ing themfelves  againft  France,  but  by  the  power  of 
England  :  that,  if  this  parliament  broke  upon  difputes 
or  differences  between  the  two  houfes,  it  might  yet  be 
expected  he  would  call  another,  and  perhaps  a  third, 
and  agree  with  fome  of  them,  by  which  alone  he  could 
be  great  and  fafe  both  at  home  and  abroad.  For  it 
wa$  between  the  king  and  his  parliament,  as  between 
the  mountain  and  Mahomet,  who  told  the  people 
what  miracles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at  the  top  of 
the  mountain  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  he  would  on  fuch 
a  day  call  it  to  him :  he  did  fo,  but  the  mountain 
would  not  come  -9  whereupon  he  faid,  that,  if  the 
mountain  would  not  come  to  Mahomet,  he  would  go 

to 
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to  the  mountain  •,  for  unlefs  they  both  met,  no  won- 
ders could  be  done.  The  king  feemed  pleafed  with 
all  I  faid,  and  with  the  companion  ;  but  thofe  of  the 
committee,  that  were  chief  in  the  private  meafures  ta- 
ken at  this  time,  were  for  a  pofirive  anfwer  to  be  gi- 
ven the  houfe  of  commons,  let  them  take  it  how  they 
pleafed  -,  and  accordingly  this  was  refolved. 

However,  all  thefe  confiderations  or  interefts  could 
not  move  the  king  to  diffolve  this  parliament,  with- 
out calling  another  at  the  fame  time  to  meet  at  Oxford 
in  the  fpring.  Whereupon,  the  heads  of  the  univer- 
fity  at  Cambridge  fent  to  me,  to  know  whether  I  in* 
tended  to  (land  again  for  that  election  :  I  went  to  the 
king  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  and  know  his  pleafure 
what  anfwer  I  fhould  return  them  :  he  feemed  at  firft 
indifferent,  and  bid  me  do  what  I  would  :  but  when 
I  faid  I  was  very  indifferent  too,  and  would  do  in  it 
what  his  majefty  liked  beft ;  he  faid,  in  a  manner  kind 
and  familiar,  that,  conndering  how  things  flood  at 
this  time,  he  doubted  my  coming  into  the  houfe  would 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good  ;  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone  5  which  I  faid 
I  would  do. 

When  I  left  the  king  I  went  to  my  lord  Sunderland, 
and  told  him  what  had  paffed ;  who  took  this  as  the 
firft  certain  fign  of  his  majefty's  having  fixed  his  re- 
folution,  and  left  off  all  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  his 
parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken  his  meafures  an- 
other way,  for  the  fupply  of  his  treafures  in  the  ill  con- 
dition they  were  in.  He  knew  very  well,  that,  during 
the  laft  feflion,  the  king  had  always  told  me,  that  he 
was  refolved  to  propofe  fome  expedients  to  the  houfes 
upon  which  he  had  hopes  they  might  agree  :  that  he 
had  ordered  lord  Hallifax  to  draw  them  up,  and  had 
bid  me  referve  my  credit  in  the  houfe  for  that  occa- 
sion :  and  that,  if  there  were  any  thoughts  of  agree* 
ing  with  the  next  parliament,  the  king,  he  was  furef 
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would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  me  in  the  houfe. 
He  laid  upon  it,  in  fome  paffion,  that  he  now  gave 
all  for  gone,  and  that  he  mult  confefs  I  knew  the  king 
better  than  he  had  done  ;  and  fo  we  parted. 

Within  few  days  employed  wholly  in  my  domeftick 
concerns,  and  in  order  to  the  remove  I  intended,  I 
left  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen  :  from  whence  I  feat 
the  king  word  by  my  fon,  that  I  would  pafs  the  reft 
of  my  life  like  as  good  a  fubjec"t  as  any  he  had  ;  but 
that  I  would  never  meddle  any  more  with  any  pub- 
lick  affairs  ;  and  defi red  his  majefty  would  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  this  refolution.  The  king  very  graci- 
oufly  bid  him  tell  me,  that  he  was  not  angry  with,  me, 
no  not  at  all. 

I  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sion)  came 
to  my  clofet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that,  the  day 
before,  my  l@rcL  Sunderland;  my  lord  Eflex's  names, 
and  mine,  were  ftruck  out  of  the  council ;  which  was 
the  firft  word  I  heard  of  any  fuch  thing  ;  and  upon 
which  I  neither  made  any  reflections,  nor  enquiries  ; 
though  many  otners  feemed  much  to  wonder,  and  en- 
quired of  me  what  could  be  the  reafon  of  my  being 
joined  with  the  other  two  lords  whofe  proceedings  had 
been  very  different. 

My  lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  feffion  of 
parliament,  fallen  under  a  great  dilpleafu re  of  his  ma- 
jefty  •,  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with  lord  Hal-* 
lifax.  The  laft  happened,  not  only  upon  their  divid- 
ing in  the  bulinefles  of  the  parliament  and  council,  but 
likewife  upon  lord  Sunderland's  entering .  into  new 
commerce  and  meafures  with  lord  Shaftefbury ;  as  my 
lord  Hallifax  told  me,  and  which  I  mould  not  have 
otherwife  known  \  for,  if  there  v/ere  any  fuch  com- 
merce, lord  Sunderland  had  made  it  a  fecret  to  me  ; 
as  knowing  too  well  the  averfion  I  always  had  for  that 
lord,  and  the  whole  courfe  of  his  proceedings  in  all 

publick 
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publick  affairs.  But  lord  Sunderland  told  me  another 
reafon  of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  lord  Hallifax •> 
which,  he  laid,  brolce  out  the  fame  night  a  debate 
arofe  at  council  concerning  an  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  againfc  lord  Hallifax,  wherein  lord  Sunder- 
land had  been  of  opinion,  the  king  mould  not  yield  to 
it.  But,  after  council,  lord  Hallifax  went  to  lord 
Sunderland's  lodgings,  where  they  fell  into  difcourfe 
of  what  had  parTed  ;  and  lord  Sunderland  told  him, 
that  though  he  had  given  his  opinion  at  council  as  he 
thought  became  him  ;  yet,  if  fuch  an  addrefs  mould 
ever  be  made  againft  himfelf,  he  would  certainly  defire 
leave  of  the  king  to  retire,  as  a  thing  that  would  be 
for  his  fervice.  Upon  this  lord  Hallifax  fell  into  fuch 
apaflion,  that  he  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from  that 
time  they  hard!/  lived  in  any  common  civility  where 
they  met. 

The  refiners  thought  lord  Hallifax,  who  faw  him- 
felf topped  by  lord  Sunderland's  credit  and  ftation  at 
court,  refolved  to  make  this  fudden  turn  of  falling  in 
with  the  king,  upon  the  point  then  in  debate  about 
the  bill  of  exclufion,  wherein  he  found  the  king  ftea- 
dy,  and  that  my  lord  Sunderland  would  lofe  himfelf; 
fo  that,  falling  into  confidence  with  the  king  upon 
fuch  a  turn,  he  mould  be  alone  chief  in  the  miniftry, 
without  competitor.  At  leaft  the  reafoners  on  this 
matter  could  find  no  other  ground  for  fuch  a  change 
in  lord  Hallifax' s  courfe,  after  what  he  had  lb  long 
fleered,  and  fo  lately  in  having  been  the  chief  promo- 
ter of  the  duke's  being  fent  away  to  Scotland  juft  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  parliament. 

The  king's  quarrels  to  my  lord  Sunderland,  as  far 
as  I  could  obferve,  were  chiefly  two  :  firrT,  his  voting 
in  the  lords  houfe  for  the  bill  of  exclufion,  not  only 
againft  the  king's  mind,  but  againft  his  exprefs  com- 
mand ;  which,  for  a  perfon  actually  in  his  fervice,  and 
in  fuch  a  poft  as  fecretary  of  Hate,  feemed  fomething 

extraordinary. 
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extraordinary.     And  I  remember,  when  I  fpoke  to 
him  of  it,  as  what  the  king  mud  refent,  and  what  I 
was  confident  he  would  be  Heady  in,  he  told  me  'twas 
too  late,  for  his  honour  was  engaged,  and  he  could 
not  break  it.     The  other  was  a  memorial,  fent  over  by 
Mr.  Sidney  the  king's  envoy  at  the  Hague,  and  given 
him  by  the  penfioner  Fagel,  reprefenting  the  lad  con- 
fequences  abroad,  of  his  majefty's  not  agreeing  with 
Jiis  parliaments ;    the  danger  of  his  allies,  and  of  the 
proteftant  religion ;  and  thereupon,  though  not  direct- 
ly, yet  feeming  to  wifh  that  the  king  would  not  break 
with  them,  though  it  were  even  upon  the  point  of  the 
bill  of  exclufion.     This  was,  as  I  remember,  the  fub- 
ilance  *,  for  I  never  heard  a  word  of  it,  either  before 
or  after  its  being  received  at  the  foreign  committee  5 
where  I  was  as  much  furprifed  at  it  as  any  one  there, 
but  had  riot  the  fame  thoughts  of  it's  original,  as  I  find 
fome  other  of  the  lords  had.     For  they  believed  it 
a  thing  directed  and  advifed  from  hence  ;  and,  in  a 
word,  by  lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Sidney  his  uncle,  as 
a  matter  that  would  be  of  weight  to  induce  the  king 
to  pafs  the  bill.     But  befides  that,  lord  Sunderland 
protefted  to  me,  after  council,  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  it  till  he  received  a  copy  from  Mr.  Sidney,  v/ho 
fent  the  original  to  the  other  fecretary.    I  thought  he 
could  not  underftand  the  king  fo  ill,  as  to  believe,  that 
would  be  a  motive  to  him  to  pafs  the  bill,  or  that  it 
could  have  any  other  effect  than  to  anger  him  at  the 
Dutch,  for  meddling  in  a  matter  that  was  domeftick, 
not  only  to  the  nation,  but  to  the  crown.     Befides,  I 
obferved  the  ftyle  to  be  of  one  that  underftood  little  of 
our  conftitution,  by  feveral  expreffions  in  the  paper  ; 
whereof  one  was,   why  the  king  mould  not  prevent 
fuch  confequences,  when  he  might  do  it  par  un  trait 
tie  plume  [by  a  ftroke  with  a  pen  •,]  which  mewed,  the 
author  thought  our  acts  of  parliament  had  been  paffed 
by  the  king's  figning  them. 

This, 
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This,  and  the  whole  call  of  it,  made  me  believe  it 
certainly  came  from  the  penfioner  Fagel ;  a  man  of 
great  piety  and  zeal  in  his  religion,  mightily  concerned 
for  all  he  thought  would  endanger  it ;  and  befides,  of 
great  warmth  and  fuddennefs  in  purfuing  any  thought 
that  pofiefTed  him.  However,  the  king,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  committee,  believed,  this  was  of  my  lord 
Sunderland's  forge  •,  and  that  many  of  the  heats  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  had  been  encouraged  and  raifed  to 
fuch  height  by  his  feeming  to  favour  them ;  which, 
they  might  think,  he  would  not  do  unlefs  he  believ- 
ed the  king  would  at  length  comply  with  them. 

Thefe,  I  fuppofe,  were  the  reafons  of  the  refolution 
taken  at  court  to  remove  lord  Sunderland,  both  from 
the  fecretary's  office  and  the  council.  What  made  my 
lord  EfTex  be  joined  with  him  is  a  great  deal  more  ob- 
vious •,  having  ever  fince  meeting  of  the  parliament 
run  up  in  the  greateil  heights  and  neareft  mcafures 
with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury, 
both  in  the  bill  of  exclufion,  and  all  other  matters 
where  he  intervened,  either  in  debates  of  parliament  or 
of  council  -,  either  concerning  the  bill,  or  leveral  ad- 
drefTes  againft  minifters.  How  I  came  to  be  joined  with 
thefe  twro  lords,  by  the  king's  ordering  our  names  to 
be  ftruck  out  of  the  council-book  at  the  fame  time,  I 
neither  know,  nor  could  ever  give  any  reafon,  unlefs 
it  were,  what  was  commonly  gueflfed,  of  my  being  a 
friend  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  or  of  my  lord  Sunder- 
land, with  whom  I  had  a  very  long  acquaintance,  and 
of  our  families,  as  well  as  perlbnal.  For  the  firft,  I 
could  think  it  no  crime,  confidering  how  little  that 
prince  had  ever  meddled,  at  leafc  to  my  knowledge, 
in  any  domeftick  concerns  of  his  majefty,  during  alt 
that  pajffed  fince  the  firft  heats  in  parliament  here* 
though  he  had  been  extremely  fenfible  of  the  confequen- 
ces  they  were  like  to  have  upon  all  his  interefts,  and 
neareft  concerns  at  home  •,  which  were,  the  preserva- 
tion- 
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tion  of  Flanders  from  the  French  conqueft,  and  there- 
by of  Holland  from  falling  by  fudden  treaties  into  an 
abfolute  dependance  upon  that  crown. 

I  can  give  no  other  reafon,  unlefs  it  were,  that  as 
my  lord  Saliibury  had  been  flruck  out  fome  days  be- 
fore, upon  his  having  declared  at  council,  that  he 
would  come  there  no  more  •,  fo  his  majefty  and  his 
minifters  might  think,  that  upon  my  having  taken  the 
fame  refolution  as  to  that,  and  all  publick  affairs, 
though  fignified  only  in  private  to  his  majefty,  and 
with  all  the  good  manners  that  could  be ;  yet  it  would 
be  better  for  the  king's  affairs,  that  I  mould  be  known 
to  be  put  out  of  the  council  than  to  have  quitted  it  of 
myfelf. 

Nor  was  this  refolution  of  mine  taken  in  any  heat, 
or  raihly,  but  upon  the  beft  considerations  and  know- 
ledge I  had  gained,  both  of  the  world,  and  of  myfelf  r 
by  which  I  found,  as  Sancho  did  by  governing  his 
ifland,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  govern  any  thing  but 
his  fheep  :  fo,  by  ferving  long  in  courts,  or  publick 
affairs,  I  difcovered  plainly,  that  I  was,  at  my  age, 
and  in  the  prefent  conjunctures,  fit  for  neither  one 
nor  t'other. 

I  confidered  the  world  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  af- 
fairs both  abroad  and  at  home  :  I  knew  very  well  the 
great  defigns  of  France,  whereof  the  plan  was  drawn 
by  cardinal  Richelieu,  for  the  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
and  that  part  of  Germany  which  lies  on  this  fide 
of  the  Rhine  :  how,  upon  this  view  he  had  feized  Lor- 
rain,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  Spain  :  how  he  prac- 
tifed  the  Dutch  into  a  treaty  for  the  divifion  of  Flanders 
between  them,  till  the  States  foon  found  the  falfepace, 
they  had  made  by  an  agreement  to  fhare  with  the 
lion,  who  thereupon  would  be  foon  m after,  both  of 
the  prey  and  of  them.  Hereupon  they  broke  off  this 
confederacy  on  the  fudden,  quitted  the  French  in  the 
midft  of  fo  great  fuccefs,  and  had  hereby  aimoft  oc- 
3  cafioned 
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cafioned  the  ruin  of  the  French  army  at  Tirlemont.  I 
knew  by  tradition  from  a  noble  family,  how  that  car- 
dinal had  lent  a  private  cmiflary,  to  endeavour  the  fame 
meafures  with  king  Charles  the  firft,  or  at  lead  for  his 
being  paflive  in  their  conqueft  of  Flanders.  How  that 
king  had  refufed  the  firft ;  and,  being  preffed  upon 
the  other,  had  anfwered  refolutely,  and  bid  him  tell 
the  cardinal,  that  he  would  never  fuffer  the  conqueft  of 
Flanders  •,  and  if  the  French  attempted  it,  he  vyould 
march  himielf  in  perfon  to  defend  it.  Upon  this  an- 
fwer,  the  cardinal  replied  to  the  gentleman  that  brought 
it,  Va-fil  dit  ?  par  Bieu  il  me  k  payer  a  bien,  [Did 
he  fay  fo  ?  by  G — d  I'll  make  him  pay  dear  for  it]  •, 
and  therefore  entered  immediately  into  practices  with 
fome  difcontented  nobles  of  Scotland  then  at  Paris ; 
fent  over  two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  to  others  in 
that  kingdom,  and  gave  thereby  a  beginning  to  the 
firft  troubles  that  were  raifed  there.  From  which 
time,  the  bufmefs  of  France  has  ever  been  to  foment 
all  divifions  of  England,  whofe  intereft  they  faw  v/ould 
be  ever  to  crofs  their  great  defign.  However,  car- 
dinal Mazarin,  after  having  furmounted  his  own 
dangers  in  France,  and  the  difficulties  incident  to  a 
minority  •,  purfued  the  plan  left  him  by  his  predeceffor : 
and  by  his  meafures  taken  with  Cromwell,  and  the 
ailiftance  of  an  immortal  body  of  fix  thoufand  brave 
Englifh,  which  were  by  agreement  to  be  continually 
recruited,  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs  in  Flanders,  that 
Cromwell  foon  found  the  balance  turned,  and  grown 
too  heavy  on  the  French  fide  :  whereupon  he  difpatched 
a  gentleman  privately  to  Madrid,  to  propofe  there  a 
change  of  his  treaty  with  France  into  one  with  Spain, 
by  which  he  would  draw  his  forces  over  into  their 
fervice,  and  make  them  ten  thoufand  to  be  continually 
recruited,  upon  condition  their  firft  action  fhould  be 
to  befiege  Calais,  and,  when  taken,  to  put  it  into  his 
hands.  The  gentleman  ferit  upon  this  errand  was 
Vol:  II.  N  n  paft 
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paft  the  Pyrenees  when  he  was  overtaken  by  the  news 
of  Cromwell's  death;  whereupon  Mazarin,  having 
not  only  loft  his  flrongeft  fupport  in  Flanders,  but 
obferved  how  that  defign  would  never  be  ferved  by 
any  meafures  he  could  take  in  England,  however  it 
fhould  be  governed,  by  the  moil  legal  or  mofl  ufurped 
powers,  he  refolved  upon  a  peace  with  Spain  •,  and 
made  it  at  the  Pyrenees,  againft  the  general  ienfe,  both 
of  the  chief  perfons  in  the  court  and  the  army,  but 
particularly  againfb  the  inflances  of  rnonfieur  de  Tu- 
renne,  who  engaged  himfelf  to  conquer  all  that  was 
left  of  Flanders  in  two  campaigns  mere:  butfomedo- 
meftic  reafons  prevailed  with  the  cardinal  \  befides  his 
age  and  great  infirmities,  which  ended  his  life  not  long 
after  the  peace  was  made. 

The  prefent  king,  left  in  full  peace  with  all  his 
neighbours,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  inftructed 
in  the  fchool  of  fo  able  a  minifter,  began  to  purfue 
the  great  defign,  by  the  three  paces  mcfl  neceilary  to 
advance  it  \  which  were,  the  wife  man?gement  of  his 
revenue,  and  heaping  up  a  mafs  of  treafure :  the 
increafe  of  his  naval  force,  by  building  many  great 
fhips,  and  buying  others  from  the  Dutch  ;  and  by  the 
purchafe  of  Dunkirk  in  the  year  1662,  without  which 
lie  could  not  have  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
or  to  his  greatnefs  at  fea ;  having  no  other  haven  upon 
the  channel :  after  this,  by  fomenting  on  both  fides  the 
feeds  of  dirTenfion  between  us  and  the  Dutch,  which 
were  fprung  from  other  covered  roots.  He  faw  us 
engaged  in  a  war  with  Holland  in  1665,  and  with  fuch 
honour  and  fucceiles,  that  the  Dutch  would  loon  have 
been  forced  to  a  peace,  had  not  France  firft  affifted 
them  at  land,  againit  the  bifhop  of  Mueller ;  and  then 
declared  war  againft  us,  and  fci  out  his  fleet  for  affinS 
.^"ihg  the  Dutch.  This  made  the  war  more  equally  bal- 
lanced,  and  thereby  lad  till  France,  taking  advantage 
at  our  divi(ion5  invaded  Flanders ;  and,  by  a  iurpnie 

•      of 
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of  the  unprepared  Spaniards,  and  two  campaigns,  car- 
ried the  moil  confiderable  frontier  places  on  both  fides  | 
as  Doway,  Lifle,  Tour  nay,  on  the  one  fide,  Char- 
leroy  and  Aeth  on  the  other  ;  by  which  they  left  the 
reft  of  Flanders  at  the  mercy  of  another  campaign.  The 
Dutch  were  alarmed  at  thefe  fucceffes  of  ib  mighty  a 
neighbour  fo  near  their  own  doors  •,  and  we  were  fpited 
at  the  French  having  declared  war  againft  us  in  favour 
of  Holland,  contrary  to  our  expectations  •,  and  both 
together  contributed  to  the  peace  at  Breda  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1667,  and  to  our  leagues  with  Holland  with 
the  triple  alliance  in  1668,  for  defence  of  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands.  Upon  our  peace  with  Holland,  France 
flopped  their  career  in  Flanders,  and  made  overtures 
of  peace  with  Spain  ;  by  the  offer  of  an  alternative, 
either  to  retain  their  conquefts  in  Flanders,  or  elfe  the 
whole  county  of  Burgundy.  We  and  Holland  forced 
in  Spain  to  accept  one  of  them  ;  arid  the  Spaniards, 
fpited  at  this  hardfliip  upon  them  from  neighbours 
who,  they  thought,  had  as  much  intereft  as  they  to 
preferve  Flanders,  chofe  the  worfl,  which  was  to  leave 
the  frontiers  of  Flanders  in  the  French  hands,  on  pur-- 
pofe  to  give  us  and  Holland  the  greater  jeaioufy  of 
France,  and  in  hopes  thereby  to  engage  us  all  in  a  war 
with  that  crown.  And  upon  thefe  terms  the  peace  v/as 
made  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1668. 

After  this,  France  turned  all  their  counfels  to  break 
the  meafures  between  us  and  Holland  which  gave  a 
Hop  to  their  great  defign.  The  Dutch  were  ftanch  ; 
but  we  gave  way  by  the  corruption  of  our  minifters,, 
and  the  French  practices  upon  the  difpofitions  of  our 
court ;  which  at  length  engaged  us  in  a  joint  war  of 
both  crowns  upon  Holland  in  1672,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  all  men  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and  almoft 
to  the  utter  ruin  of  that  State  •,  till  the  Empire  and 
Spain,  roufed  by  the  danger  of  Holland,  which  mull 
have  ended  in  that  of  Flanders,  and  all  the  German 
N  n  £  provinces 


548         Memoirs  from  the  Peace  in  1679, 

provinces  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  entered  boldly  into 
the  war,  for  the  afllftance  of  the  Dutch  ;  which  gave 
them  fome  breath,  and  carried  the  fcene  of  the  war  into 
Flanders  and  Germany.  At  the  fame  time,  the  dis- 
contents of  the  people  and  parliament  at  the  war,  and 
the  neceffity  of  declaring  it  againft  Spain  as  well  as 
Holland,  if  we  continued  longer  in  it,  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  Holland  in 
1673,  and  to  offer  his  mediation  to  all  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  war  ;  which  ended  in  the  treaty  of 
Nimeguen,  and  at  laft  in  a  peace  there,  concluded  in 
1678:  whereby  a  frontier  was  left  to  the  Spanifli 
Netherlands  on  the  Brabant  fide,  by  restitution  of  Aeth 
and  Charleroy,  to  fatisfy  the  Dutch  •,  but  all  that 
remained  on  the  fide  of  Flanders,  after  the  peace  of  Aix, 
as  Cambray,  Air,  St.  Omer,  with  many  others  taken 
by  France  in  the  lad  war,  were  by  this  treaty  left  in 
their  poffelTion  •,  befides  great  pretences  by  dependen- 
cies, both  in  Flanders  and  Alface  -,  fo  as  Flanders  was 
left  at  their  mercy,  whenever  we  or  Holland  mould  a- 
bandon  its  defence.  And,  finding  both  nations  in  ge- 
neral but  too  fenfible  of  our  intereft  on  that  fide,  the 
councils  of  France  began  new  practices  upon  our  court, 
wherein  they  were  encouraged  by  cur  factions,  and 
the  neceffities  of  money,  into  which  they  had  drawn 


the  kino-. 


Thefe  were  the  progreffes  which  France  had  made 
in  their  great  defign,  by  two  wars,  and  two  general 
treaties  of  peace ;  whereof  that  at  Nimeguen  feemed 
more  victorious  than  their  arms  had  been.  But  they 
had  made  another,  yet  more  important  than  either,  by 
their  practices  upon  the  elector  and  chapter  of  Cologne, 
having  gained  the  majority  of  voices  there  for  the 
fucceffion  of  prince  William  of  Furftemburg  to  that 
principality,  whenever  the  prefent  elector  mould  fail, 
who  is  old  and  infirm,  and  has,  for  fome  years  part, 
deceived  the  world  by  living  fo  long.  Prince  Wil- 
liam, 
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Ham,  though  a  German,  yet  having  long  devoted  him- 
felf  to  the  French  interefts,  and  been  refuged  and  fup- 
ported  by  that  crown  againft  the  indignation  and  re- 
venge of  the  Emperor,  is  as  much  a  Frenchman  as  any 
bifhop  of  that  kingdom  •,  fo  as,  whenever  he  comes 
to  the  electorate,  France  will  be  abfolute  mailer  of 
that  principality  •,  and  thereby  call  fhackles,  not  only 
upon  the  other  princes  of  the  Rhine,  but  upon  Hoi- 
land  too,  both  by  cutting  off  their  trade  upon  the 
Rhine,  and  by  bordering  upon  their  inland  provinces, 
which  are  moft  expofed  and  hard  to  be  defended  :  'tis 
faid  he  is  likewife  affured  of  the  chapter  of  Liege,  in 
favour  of  the  fame  prince •,  which  if  true,  and  this 
principality  fall  likewife  under  the  fame  dominion, 
upon  the  death  of  the  prefent  elector,  France  will 
then  furround  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  and  cut  off  all 
commerce,  or  means  of  defence  between  them  and 
Luxemburg ;  that  they  will  not  have  above  the  work 
of  one  campaign  to  draw  the  net  over  the  reft  of  Flan- 
ders, and  reduce  all  the  great  cities  there  -,  after  which, 
the  reft  muft  follow,  and  thereby  Holland  be  left  to 
take  what  meafures  they  can  with  France,  and  become 
at  beft  a  maritime  province  to  that  crown  ;  though, 
perhaps,  under  the  name  of  a  free  State  (for  fear  of 
difpeopling  their  country)  but  with  fuch  dependance 
as  will  leave  France  the  ufe  both  of  their  mips  and 
money,  upon  occafion,  in  other  parts.  Whenever 
this  happens,  what  condition  England  will  be  left  in, 
upon  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  French  territory  and  land, 
as  well  as  naval  power,  is  eafy  to  conjecture,  but  hard, 
how  it  can  be  prevented,  otherwife  than  by  our  vi- 
gorous conjunction  of  counfels,  as  well  as  interefts, 
with  all  the  late  confederates  ;  and  by  a  firm  union  be- 
tween the  court  and  the  nation  upon  one  common 
bottom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  chiefly  for  the 
prefervation  of  Flanders  againft  the  French  defigns. 

N  n  3  I  eafily 
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I  eafily  difcovered  how  fit  a  pofture  we  were  in  to 
engage  in  fuch  refolutions.  The  nation  divided  into 
two  itrong  factions  with  the  greateft  heats  and  animo- 
fities,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  violence  upon  the 
firft  occafion.  The  heads  on  both  fides  defiring  it,  as 
grown  paft  all  temper  or  compofure.  The  king  in- 
volved in  fuch  necefilties  and  diforders  of  his  revenue, 
as,  if  he  could  not  hope  fupplies  from  parliaments, 
would  throw  him  upon  feeking  them  from  France  ; 
which  would  end  in  fuch  mealures  with  that  crown, 
as  would  leave  them  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  great 
defign  by  new  attempts  upon  their  neighbours  ;  who, 
without  the  fupport  of  England,  mud  give  way  either 
by  weak  defences  or  fubmifiive  treaties. 

Upon  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  con- 
junctures, and  difpofitions,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  I 
concluded  in  cold  blood,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fur- 
ther ufe  or  fervice  to  the  king  my  mailer,  and  my 
country,  whofe  true  interefts  I  always  thought  were 
the  fame,  and  would  be  both  in  danger  when  they  came 
to  be  divided,  and  for  that  reafon  had  ever  endeavour- 
ed the  uniting  them ;  and  had  compaffed  it,  if  the 
pafilons  of  fome  few  men  had  not  lain  fatally  in  the 
way,  fo  as  to  raife  difficulties  that  I  faw  plainly 
were  never  to  be  furmounted.  Therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  I  took  that  firm  refolution,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  168c,  and  the  interval  between  the  Weftminfter 
and  Oxford  parliaments,  never  to  charge  myfelf  more 
with  any  public  employments ;  but  retiring  wholly  to 
a  private  life,  in  that  pofture  take  my  fortune  with 
my  country,  whatever  it  fhould  prove  :  which  as  no 
man  can  judge,  in  the  variety  of  accidents  that  attend 
human  affairs,  and  the  chances  of  every  day,  to  which 
the  greateft  lives  as  well  as  actions  are  fubject ;  fo  I 
ftiall  not  trouble  myfelf  fo  much  as  to  conjecture  :  fa- 
ta viam  invemantc 

Befide* 
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Befides  all  thefe  public  cjrcumftances,  I  considered 
myfelf  in  my  own  humour,  temper,  and  difpofitions, 
which  a  man  may  difguife  toothers,  though  very  hardly, 
but  cannot  to  himfelf.  I  had  learned  by  living  long 
in  courts  and  public  affairs,  that  I  was  fit  to  live  no 
longer  in  either.  I  found  the  arts  of  a  court  were 
contrary  to  the  franknefs  and  opennefs  of  my  nature  ; 
and  the  conflraints  of  public  bufinefs  tco  great  for  the 
liberty  of  my  humour  and  my  life.  The  common 
and  proper  ends  of  both  are  the  advancement  of  men's 
fortunes  •,  and  that  I  never  minded,  having  as  much 
as  I  needed,  and,  which  is  more,  as  I  defired.  The 
talent  of  gaining  riches  I  ever  defpifed,  as  obferving 
it  to  belong  to  the  moil  defpiiable  men  in  other  kinds : 
and  I  had  the  occafions  of  it  fo  often  in  my  way,  if  I 
would  have  made  ule  of  them,  that  I  grew  to  difdain 
them,  as  a  man  does  meat  that  he  has  always  before 
him.  Therefore,  I  never  could  go  to  fer vice  for  no- 
thing but  wages,  nor  endure  to  be  fettered  in  bufinefs 
when  I  thought  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  I  knew  very 
well  the  arts  of  a  court  are,  to  talk  the  prefent  lan- 
guage, to  ferve  the  prefent  turn,  and  to  follow  the 
prefent  humour  of  the  prince,  whatever  it  is  :  of  all 
thefe  I  found  myfelf  fo  incapable,  that  I  could  not  talk 
a  language  I  did  not  mean,  nor  ferve  a  turn  I  did 
not  like,  nor  follow  any  man's  humour  wholly  againft 
my  own.  Befides,  I  have  had,  in  twenty  years  expe- 
rience, enough  of  the  uncertainty  of  princes,  the  ca- 
prices of  fortune,  the  corruption  of  miniflers,  the  vio- 
lence of  factions,  the  unfteadineis  of  counfels,  and 
the  infidelity  of  friends ;  nor  do  1  think  the  reft  of 
my  life  enough  to  make  any  new  experiments. 

For  the  eafe  of  my  own  life,  if  I  know  myfelf,  it 
will  be  infinitely  more  in  the  retired,  than  it  has  been 
in  the  bufy  fcene  :  for  no  good  man  can,  with  any  fa- 
tisfaclion,  take  part  in  the  divifions  of  his  country, 
that  knows  and  confiders,  as  I  do,  what  they  have 

N  n  4  coft 
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coft  Athens,  Rome,  Conftantinople,  Florence,  Ger- 
many, France,  and  England  :  nor  can  the  wifeft  man 
forelee  how  ours  will  end,  or  what  they  are  like  to  coft 
the  reft  of  Chriftendom  as  well  as  ourielves.  I  never 
had  but  two  aims  in  public  affairs  -,  one,  to  fee  the 
king  great  as  he  may  be  by  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
without  which  I  know  not  how  he  can  be  great  by  the 
conflitutions  of  this  kingdom  :  the  other,  in  cafe  our 
factions  mull  laft,  yet  to  fee  a  revenue  eftablifhed  for 
the  conftant  maintaining  a  fleet  of  fifty  men  of  war, 
at  fea  or  in  harbour,  and  the  feamen  in  conftant  pay ; 
which  would  be  at  leaft  our  fafety  from  abroad,  and 
make  the  crown  frill  confidered  in  any  foreign  allian- 
ces, whether  the  king  and  his  parliaments  mould 
agree  or  not  in  undertaking  any  great  or  national  war. 
And  fuch  an  eftablifnment  I  was  in  hopes  the  laft  par- 
liament at  Weftminfter  might  have  agreed  in  with  the 
king,  by  adding  fo  much  of  a  new  fund  to  three  hun- 
dred thoufand pounds  a  year  outof  theprefent  cuftoms. 
But  thefe  have  both  failed,  and  I  am  content  to  have 
failed  with  them. 

And  fo  I  take  leave  of  all  thofe  airy  vifions  which 
have  fo  long  bufied  my  head  about  mending  the  world; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  of  all  thofe  fhining  toys  or  fol- 
lies that  employ  the  thoughts  of  bufy  men  :  and  mall 
turn  mine  wholly  to  mend  myfelf ;  and,  as  far  as  con- 
fifts  with  a  private  condition,  frill  purfuing  that  old 
and  excellent  counfel  of  Pythagoras,  that  we  are,  with 
all  the  cares  and  endeavours  of  our  lives,  to  avoid  dif- 
eafes  in  the  body,  perturbations  in  the  mind,  luxury  in, 
diet,  factions  in  the  houfe,  and  feditions  in  the  irate. 
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Adeclaration  relating  to  the  eftablifhmentof  the 
new  privy-council,  mentioned  page  507. 

At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  21ft  April  1679. 

PRESENT, 

The  KING'S  mod  excellent  Majesty  in  council. 

HIS  majefty,  having  caufed  the  privy-council  to 
meet  yefterday  extraordinary,  was  then  pleafed 
to  order  the  lord  chancellor  of  England  to  read  to  them 
the  following  declaration. 

My  LORDS, 

ITT  IS  majefty  hath  called  you  together,  at  this  time,  to 
— II  communicate  to  you  a  refolution  he  hath  taken  in 
jf  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  his  crown  and 
government ;  and  which,  he  hopes,  will  prove  of 
the  greateft  fatisfaction  and  advantage  to  his  kingdoms  in  all 
affairs  hereafter,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  therefore  he 
doubts  not  of  your  approbation,  however  you  may  feem  con- 
cerned in  it. 

In  the  nrit  place,  his  majefty  gives  you  all  thanks  for  your 
fervice  to  him  here,  and  for  all  the  good  advices  you  have 
given  him  ;  which  might  have  been  more  frequent,  if  the  great 
number  of  this  council  had  not  made  it  unfit  for  the  fecrecy 
and  di 'patch  that  are  neceflary  in  many  great  affairs.  This  for- 
ced him  to  ufe  a  fmaller  number  of  you  in  a  foreign  commit- 
5  tec, 
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tee,  and  fometimes  the  advices  of  fome  few  among  them  (up- 
on fuch  occafions)  for  many  yearns  paft.  He  is  forry  for  the  ill 
fuccefshehas  found  in  this  courfe,  and  fenfible  of  the  ill  pof- 
ture  of  affairs  from  that  and  fome  unhappy  accidents,  which 
have  raifed  great  jealoufies  and  diflatis  fact  ion  among  his  good 
fubjects ;  and  thereby  left  the  crown  and  government  in  a 
condition  too  weak  for  thofe  dangers  we  have  reafon  to  fear, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Thefe,  his  majefty  hopes,  may  be  yet  prevented  by  a 
courfe  of  wife  and  fteady  counfels  for  the  future ;  and  thefe 
kingdoms  grow  again  to  make  fuch  a  figure  as  they  have  for- 
merly done  in  the  world  ;  and  as  they  may  always  do,  if  our 
union  and  conduct  were  equal  to  our  force.  To  this  end,  he 
hath  refolved  to  lay  allde  the  ufe  he  may  have  hitherto  made 
of  any  fingle  miniftry  or  private  advices,  or  foreign  commit- 
tees, for  the  general  direction  of  his  affairs  :  and  to  cohftitutc 
fuch  a  privy-council,  as  may  not  only,  by  its  number,  be  fit 
for  the  confultation  and  digeftion  of  all  bufinefs,  both  do- 
meftic  and  foreign,  but  alfo  by  the  choice  of  them,  out  of  the 
feveral  parts  this  State  is  compofed  of,  may  be  the  bed  inform- 
ed in  the  true  conftitutions  of  it,  and  thereby  the  molt  able  to 
counfel  him  in  all  the  affairs  and  intereffs  of  this  crown  and 
nation.  And,  by  the  conftant  advice  of  fuch  a  council,  his 
majefty  is  refolved  hereafter  to  govern  his  kingdoms  ;  toge- 
ther with  the  frequent  ufe  of  his  great  council  of  parliament, 
which  he  takes  to  be  true  antient  conftitution  of  this  ftate 
and  government. 

Nov/,  for  the  greater  dignity  of  this  council,  his  majefty 
refolves  their  conftant  number  mall  be  limited  to  thirty  ;  and, 
for  their  greater  authority,  there  mall  be  fifteen  of  his  chief 
officers,  who  fhall  be  privy-counfellors  by  their  places  ;  and, 
for  the  other  fifteen,  he  will  chufe  ten  out  of  the  feveral  ranks 
of  the  nobility,  and  five  commoners  of  the  realm,  whofe 
known  abilities,  interefts,  and  efieem  in  the  nation,  fhall  ren- 
der them  without  fufpicjon  of  either  miftaking  or  betraying  the 
true  inteseft  of  the  kingdom,  and  confequently  of  advifing 
him  ill. 

In  the  firft  place,  therefore,  and  to  take  care  of  the  church, 
his  majefty  will  have  the  archbiibop  of  Canterbury,  and  bi-r 
{hop  of  London,  for  the  time  being.  And,  to  inform  him  well 
in  what  concerns  the  lawTs,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  one  of 
the  lord  chief  juftices.  For  the  navy  and  fiores  (wherein 
corJlfrs  ihe  chief  fhreiigth  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom)  the  ad  ? 
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miral  and  matter  of  the  ordnance.  For  the  treafury,  the 
treafurer  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (or  whenever  any 
of  thefe  charges  are  in  commiflion,  then  the  firft  commiilion- 
er  to  ferve  here  in  their  room  :)  the  reft  of  the  fifteen  fhall  be 
the  lord  privy-feal,  the  mafter  of  the  horfe,  lord-fteward, 
and  lord  chamberlain  of  his  houfhold,  the  groom  of  the 
ftole,  and  the  two  fecretaries  of  ftate  :  and  thefe  fhall  be  all 
the  offices  of  his  kingdom  to  which  the  dignity  of  a  privy- 
counfellor  fhall  be  annexed.  The  others  his  majefty  has  re- 
folved,  and  hopes  he  has  notchofen  ill.  His  majefty  intends, 
befides,  to  have  fuch  princes  of  his  blood,  as  he  fhall  at  any 
time  call  to  this  board,  being  here  in  court  :  a  prefident  of 
the  council,  whenever  he  fhall  find  it  neceflary :  and  the  fe~ 
cretary  of  Scotland,  when  any  fuch  fhall  be  here.  But  thefe 
being  uncertain,  he  reckons  not  of  the  conftant  number  of 
thirty,  which  fhall  never  be  exceeded. 

To  make  way  for  this  new  council,  his  majefty  hath  now 
refolved  to  diflblve  this  old  one  ;  and  does  hereby  diflblve  it, 
and  from  this  time  excufes  your  further  attendance  here  :  but 
with  his  repeated  thanks  for  your  fcrvice  hitherto,  and  with  the 
afllirance  of  his  fatisfaction  in  you,  fo  far  that  he  fhould  not 
have  parted  with  you,  but  to  make  way  for  this  new  conftitution, 
which  he  takes  to  be,  as  to  the  number  and  choice,  the  moft 
proper  and  neceflary  for  the  ufes  he  intends  them.  And  as 
moft  of  you  have  offices  in  his  fervice,  and  all  of  you  particu- 
lar fhares  in  his  favour  and  good  opinion,  fo  he  defires  you  will 
continue  to  exercife  anddeferve  them,  with  the  fame  diligence 
and  good  affections  that  you  have  hitherto  <lone ;  and  with 
confidence  of  his  majefty 's  kindnefs  to  you,  and  of  thole  tefti- 
monies  you  fhall  receive  of  it  upon  other  occafions. 

Therefore  upon  the  prefent  diflolution  of  this  council,  his 
majefty  appoints  and  commands  all  thofe  officers  he  hath 
named,  to  attend  him  here  to-morrow, at  nine  in  the  morning, 
as  his  privy-council ;  together  with  thofe  other  perfons  he  de- 
figns  to  make  up  the  number,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  has  al- 
ready figned  particular  letters  to  that  purpefe  ;  and  commands 
the  lord  chancellor  to  fee  them  iiTued  out  accordingly  ;  whi,ch 
is  the  form  he  intends  to  ufe,  and  that  hereafter  they  fhall  be 
figned  in  council,  fo  that  nothing  may  be  done  unadvifedlr 
in  the  choice  of  any  perfon  to  a  charge  of  fo  great  dignity 
md  importance  to  the  kingdom, 
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And,  in  purfuance  thereof,  his  majefly  did  this  day 
declare,  that  he  had  made  choice  of  the  feveral  perfons 
hereafter  named,  to  be  of  his  privy-council. 

HI S  highnefs  prince  Rupert. 
Dr.  William  Sancroft  lord  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
Heneage  lord  Finch,  lord  chancellor  of  England. 
Anthony  earl  of  Shaftefbury,  lord  prefident  of  the  council. 
Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefea,  lord  privy  feal. 
Chriftopher  duke  of  Albemarle. 
James  duke  of  Monmouth,  mailer  of  the  horfe. 
Henry  duke  of  Newcaftle. 

John  duke  of  Lauderdale,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  Scotland. 
James  duke  of  Ormond,  lord  fteward  of  the  houfhold. 
Charles  lord  marquis  of  Winchefter. 
Henry  lord  marquis  of  Worcefter. 

Henry  earl  of  Arlington,  lord  chamberlain  of  the  houfhold. 
James  earl  of  Salifbury. 
John  earl  of  Bridgewater. 
Robert  earl  of  Sunderland,  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fe- 

cretaries  of  ftate, 
Arthur  earl  of  EfTex,  firft  lord  commiflioner  of  the  trea- 

fury. 
John  earl  of  Bath,  groom  of  the  ftole. 
Thomas  lord  vifcount  Falconberg. 
George  lord  vifcount  Hallifax. 
Henry  lord  bifhop  of  London. 
John  lord  Roberts. 
Denzil  lord  Hollis. 
William  lord  Ruffel. 
William  lord  Cavendifh. 
Henry  Coventry  Efq;  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries 

of  ftate. 
Sir  Francis   North,  Kt.  lord  chief-juftice   of  the  common 

pleas. 
Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  firft  commiiiioner  of  the 

admiralty. 
Sir  John  Ernley,  Kt.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Sir  Thomas  Chicheley,  Kt.  mafter  of  the  ordnance. 
Sir  William  Temple,  Baronet. 
Edward  Seymour,  Efq; 
Henry  Powle.  Efq; 
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And  his  majefly  commanded  fueh  of  them  2s  were 
then  prefent  to  be  fworn,  and  to  take  their  places  at 
the  board  accordingly. 

The  right  honourable  Anthony  Earl  ofShaftefbury, 
who  was,  by  his  majefly's  fpecial  command  fworn 
lord  prefident  of  his  majefly's  mod  honourable  privy- 
council,  took  his  place  at  the  board  accordingly. 

His  MAJESTY  was  this  day  alio  pleafed  to 
declare,  that  he  intended  to  make 

Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

Daniel  Finch,  Efq-, 

Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Baronet, 

Sir  Humphry  Winch,  Baronet, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers,  Baronet, 

Edward  Vaughan,  Efq^ 

Edward  Hales,  Efq-, 
Commiflioners  for  the  execution  of  the  office  of  lord 
high-admiral  of  England,  who  fhall  only  attend  that 
bufinefs. 

His  majefly  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  have  all  his  affairs  here  debated  freely,  of  what 
kind  foever  they  were  ;  and  therefore  abfolute  fe- 
crecy. 

His  majefly  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  communicate  this  alteration  of  the  council 
unto  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  a  few  words. 
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THE  expedients  mentioned  by  the  author  in 
page  513,  and  fome  other  parts  of  thefe  me-* 
moirs,  met  no  fuccefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons ; 
who*  upon  the  bill  of  exclufkm  being  thrown  out  by 
the  lords,  had  feveral  other  expedients  offered  them^ 
by  fome  of  their  own  members,  but  could  not  fix 
upon  any  that  were  thought  fumcient.  One  expedient 
was,  to  have  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  affociation  of 
all  his  majefty's  proteftant  fubje&s :  another  was,  a 
bill  for  the  banifhment  of  all  confiderable  papifts  out 
of  England  :  a  third,  for  lecuring  frequent  parlia- 
ments. It  was  likewife  propofed,  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  mould  be  joined  in  the  adminiilration  with  the 
duke,  upon  his  coming  to  the  crown ;  with  feveral 
other  fchemes,  which  all  proved  abortive :  fo  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  began  to  re- aflame  the  thoughts' 
of  the  bill  of  excluflon  ;  to  which  end  they  prefented 
an  addrefs,  December  15th  1680.  The  king's  mef-' 
iage,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  January  4th  1 680-8 1, 
was  that  which  the  author  was  commanded  to  carry 
to  the  houfe,  as  he  tells  us,  page  536.  And,  becaufe 
it  may  give  the  reader  fome  light  into  the  affairs  and 
difpofitions  of  thofe  times,  the  addrefs  and  the  king's 
anfwer  are  here  fubjoined, 
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The  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, prefented  to  his  Majefty,  in  an  fiver  to 
his  Majefty's  moil  gracious  fpeech  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  upon  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December  i63o. 

May  in  pleafe  your  molt  excellent  majefty  y 

WE  your  majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jecls,  the  commons  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment affembled,  have  taken  into  our  ferious  confide- 
ration  your  majefty's  gracious  fpeech  to  both  your 
houfes  of  parliament  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  inftant 
December  \  and  do,  with  all  the  grateful  fenfe  of  faith- 
ful fubjects,  and  fincere  protectants,  acknowledge  your 
majefty's  great  goodnefs  to  us,  in  renewing  the  af- 
furances  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  us  of  your  rea- 
dinefs  to  concur  with  us  in  any  means  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  your  gracious  invitation 
of  us  to  make  our  delires  known  to  your  majefty. 

But,  with  grief  of  heart,  we  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  to  theie  princely  otters  your  majefty  has  been 
r.dvifed  (by  what  fecret  enemies  to  your  majefty,  and 
your  people,  we  know  not)  to  annex  a  refervation, 
which,  if  infifted  on  in  the  inftance  to  which  alone  it 
is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  majefty's  other  gra- 
cious inclinations  of  no  effect  or  advantage  to  us. 
Your  majefty  is  pleafed  thus  to  limit  your  promife 
of  concurrence  in  tht  remedies  which  fhall  be  propof- 
ed,  that  they  may  confift  with  preferring;  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courie  of  defcent : 
and  we  do  humbly  inform  your  majefty,  that  no  in- 
terruption of  that  defcent  has  been  endeavoured  by  us, 
except  only  the  defcent  upon  the  perfon  of  the  duke 
of  York,  who,  by  the  wicked  inltrument;  of  the  church 
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of  Rome,  has  been  manifeflly  perverted  to  their  re- 
ligion. And  we  do  humbly  reprefent  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  as  the  ifTue  of  our  moil  deliberate  thoughts  and 
consultations,  that  for  the  papifts  to  have  their  hopes 
continued,  that  a  prince  of  that  religion  fhall  fucceed 
in  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  utterly  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  fafety  of  your  majefty's  perfon,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  profpe- 
rity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  your  proteftant  fubjects. 

That  your  majefty's  lacred  life  is  in  continual  dan- 
ger, under  the  profpect  of  a  popifh  fucceftbr,  is  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  the  principles  of  thofe  devoted  to 
the  church  of  Rome,  which  allow  that  an  heretical 
prince  (and  fuch  they  term  all  proteftant  princes) 
excommunicated  and  depofed  by  the  pope,  may  be 
deftroytd  and  murdered  ;  but  alfo  from  the  teftimo- 
nies  given,  in  the  profecution  of  the  horrid  popifh  plot, 
againft  divers  traitors  attainted  for  defigning  to  put 
thofe  horrid  principles  into  practice  againft  your 
majefty. 

From  the  expectation  of  this  fuccefiion,  has  the 
number  of  papifts  in  your  majefty's  dominions  fo 
much  increafed,  within  thefe  few  years,  and  fo  many 
been  prevailed  with  to  defert  the  true  proteftant  re- 
ligion, that  they  might  be  prepared  for  the  favours  of 
a  popifh  prince,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  come  to  the  pof- 
leilion  of  the  crown  :  and  while  the  fame  expectation 
lafts,  many  more  will  be  in  the  fame  danger  of  being 
perverted. 

This  it  is  that  hastiardened  the  papifts  of  this  king- 
dom, animated  and  confederated  by  their  priefts  and 
jefuits,  to  make  a  common  purfe,  provide  arms,  make 
application  to  foreign  princes,  and  folicit  their  aid, 
for  impofing  popery  upon  us-,  and  all  this  even  during 
your  majefty's  reign,  and  while  your  majefty's  govern- 
ment and  the  laws  were  our  protection,  - 
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It  is  your  majefty's  glory  and  true  intereft,  to  be 
the  head  and  protector  of  all  proteftants,  as  well  a- 
broad  as  at  home  •,  but,  if  thefe  hopes  remain,  what 
alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
teftant religion  and  intereft,  which  fhall  give  confi- 
dence to  your  majefty's  allies  to  join  fo  vigoroufly 
with  your  majefty,  as  the  (late  of  that  intereft  in  the 
world  now  requires,  while  they  fee  this  proteftant 
kingdom  in  fo  much  danger  of  a  popilh  iucceflbr ; 
by  whom,  at  the  prefent,  all  their  counfels  and  add- 
ons may  be  eluded,  as  hitherto  they  have  been,  and 
by  whom  (if  he  mould  fucceed)  they  are  lure  to  be 
deftroyed  ? 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  majefty 
fome  of  thofe  great  dangers  and  miichiefs  which  evi- 
dently accompany  the  expectation  of  a  popifh  fuccef* 
for  :  the  certain  and  unfpeakable  evils  which  will 
come  upon  your  majefty's  proteftant  fubjects  and 
their  pofterity,  if  fuch  a  prince  iliould  inherit,  are 
more  alfo  than  we  can  well  enumerate. 

Our  religion,  which  is  now  fo  dangeronfly  fhaken, 
will  then  be  totally  overthrown  \  nothing  will  be  left, 
or  can  be  found,  to  protect  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  of  old  laws  muft  ceafe,  and  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  expect  new  ones.  The  moft  facred  ob- 
ligations of  contracts  and  promifes  (if  any  fhould  be 
given)  that  fhall  be  judged  to  be  againft  the  intereft 
of  the  Romilh  religion,  will  be  violated  ;  as  is  unde- 
niable, not  only  from  argument  and  experience  elfe- 
where,  but  from  the  fad  experience  this  nation  once 
had  on  the  like  occafion. 

In  the  reign  of  fuch  a  prince  the  pope  will  be 
acknowledged  fupreme  (though  the  fubjects  of  this 
kingdom  have  fworn  the  contrary)  and  all  caufes,  ei- 
ther as  fpiri'tual,  or  in  order  to  fpiritual  things,  will 
be  brought  under  his  jurifdiction. 

The  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  all  fuch  pro- 
teftants,   as  value  their  fouls  and  their  religion  more 
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than  their  fecular  concernments,  will  be  adjudged  for- 
feited. 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears,  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  plot,  that  foreign  princes  were  invi- 
ted to  afiift  in  fecuring  the  crown  to  the  duke  of 
York  •,  with  arguments  from  his  great  zeal  to  eftablilh 
popery,  and  to  extirpate  proteflants  (whom  they  call 
hereticks)  out  of  his  dominions  ;  and  fuch  will  ex- 
pect performance  accordingly. 

We  further  humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  in  your 
great  wifdom,  to  confider,  whether,  in  cafe  the  Im- 
perial crown  of  this  proteflant  kingdom  mould  de- 
scend to  the  duke  of  York,  the  oppofition  which  may 
poffibly  be  made  to  his  pofTefling  it,  may  not  only  en- 
danger the  farther  defcent  in  the  royal  line,  but  even 
monarchy  itfelf. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  are  moft  humble  petitioners 
to  your  moft  facred  majefty,  that,  in  tender  commife^ 
ration  of  your  poor  proteftant  people,  your  majefty 
will  -be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  depart  from  the  referva^ 
tion  in  your  faid  fpeech ;  and,  when  a  bill  fhall  be 
tendered  to  your  majefty,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  to 
difable  the  duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  crown, 
your  majefty  will  give  your  royal  aftcnt  thereto  -,  and, 
as  neceftary  to  fortify  and  defend  the  fame,  that  your 
majefty  will  likewise  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  afTent  to 
an  act,  whereby  your  majefty's  proteftant  fubjects 
may  be  enabled  to  affociate  themfelves  for  the  defence 
of  your  maj^fty's  perfon,  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
the  fecurity  of  your  kingdoms. 

Thefe  requefts  we  are  conftrained  humbly  to  make 
to  your  majefty,  as  of  abfolute  necefiity,  for  the  fafe 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religion. 

Without  thefe  things,  the  alliances  of  England  will 
not  be  valuable,  nor  the  people  encouraged  to  contri- 
bute to  your  majefty's  fervice> 
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As  fome  further  means  for  the  prefervation  both  of 
our  religion  and  property,  we  are  humble  fuiters  to 
your  majefty,  that  from  henceforth  fuch  perfons  only 
may  be  judges  within  the  kingdom  of  England  and 
dominion  of  Wales,  as  are  men  of  ability,  integrity, 
and  known  affection  to  the  proteftant  religion  •,  and 
that  they  may  hold  both  their  offices  and  falaries 
Quamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint :  That  (feveral  deputy-lieu- 
tenants and  juftices  of  the  peace,  fitly  qualified  for 
thofe  employments,  having  been  of  late  displaced,  and 
others  put  in  their  room  who  are  men  of  arbitrary 
principles,  and  countenances  of  papifts  and  popery) 
fuch  only  may  bear  the  office  of  a  lord-lieutenant  as 
are  perfons  of  integrity  and  known  affection  to  the 
proteftant  religion  :  That  deputy-lieutenants  and  jufti- 
ces of  the  peace  may  be  alfo  fo  qualified,  and  may  be 
moreover  men  %  of  ability,  of  eftates,  and  intereft  in 
their  country : 

That  none  may  be  employed  as  military  officers,  or 
officers  in  your  majefty's  fleet,  but  men  of  known  ex- 
perience, courage,  and  affection  to  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion. 

Thefe  our  humble  requefts  being  obtained,  we  fhall, 
on  our  part,  be  ready  to  affift  your  majefty  for  the 
prefervation  of  Tangier,  and  for  putting  your  majefty's 
fleet  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  it  may  preferve  your 
majefty's  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  and  be  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation. 

If  your  majefty  hath,  or  fhall  make  any  neceffary 
alliances,  for  defence  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
intereft  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  this  houie  will 
be  ready  to  affift,  and  ftand  by  your  majefty,  in  the 
fupport  of  the  fame. 

After  this  our  humble  anfwer  to  your  majefty's 
gracious  fpeech,  we  hope  no  evil  infiruments  whatso- 
ever fhall  be  able  to  leffen  your  majefty's  efteem  of 
that  fidelity  and  affection  we  bear  to  your  majefty's 

O  o  2  fer- 


564  APPENDIX. 

fervice  •,  but  that  your  majefty  will  always  retain,  in 
your  royal  breaft,  that  favourable  opinion  of  us  your 
loyal  commons  -,  that  thofe  other  good  bills,  which 
we  have  now  under  consideration,  conducing  to  the 
great  ends  we  have  before  mentioned  -,  as  alfo  all  laws 
for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  your  people,  which 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  tendered  for  your  majefty's 
royal  affent,  fhall  find  acceptance  with  your  majefty. 

His  MAJESTY'S  gracious  meffage  to  the  com- 
mons in  parliament,  January  4.  i6|4. 

Charles  R. 

HI  S  majefty  received  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  with 
all  the  difpofition  they  could  wifh  to  comply 
with  ..their  reafonable  defires  •,  but,  upon  perufing  it, 
he  is  forry  to  fee  their  thoughts  fo  wholly  fixed  upon 
the  bill  of  exclufion,  as  to  determine  that  all  other  re- 
medies for  the  fupprefllng  of  popery  will  be  ineffectual. 
His  majefty  is  confirmed  in  his  opinion  againft  that  bill 
by  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  who  rejected  it. 
He  therefore  thinks  there  remains  nothing  more  for 
him  to  fay,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  but 
to  recommend  to  them  the  consideration  of  all  other 
means  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion  •, 
in  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  his  concur- 
rence, whenever  they  fhall  be  prefented  to  him  in  a 
parliamentary  way  :  and  that  they  would  confider  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  condition 
of  Chriftendom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  enable  him 
to  preferve  Tangier,  and  fecure  his  alliances  abroad, 
and  the  peace  and  fettlement  at  home. 

But  this  anfwer  of  the  king's  was  fo  far  from  giving 
fatisfaction,  that  the  fame  day  it  was  read  in  the  houfe, 
after  long  debate,  and  adefpairof  any  effectual  expedi- 
ents, the  commons  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 
5  Re- 
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Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that 
there  is  nofecurity  nor  fafety  for  the  proteftant  religion, 
the  king's  life,  or  government  of  this  nation,  without 
paMing  a  bill  for  diiabling  James  duke  of  York  to  in- 
herit the  Imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  and  dominions 
and  territories  thereunto  belonging  -,  and  to  rely  upon 
any  other  means  and  remedies,  without  fuch  a  bill,  is 
not  only  infufficient,  but  dangerous. 

Refolved,  That  his  majefty  in  his  laft  mefTage  having 
aflured  this  houfe  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  in  all  other 
means  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion,  this 
houfe  doth  declare,  That,  until  a  bill  be  likewife  pa/Ted 
for  excluding  the  duke  of  York,  this  houfe  cannot  give 
any  fupply  to  his  majefty,  without  danger  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  perfon,  extreme  hazard  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion, and  unfaithfulnefs  to  thofe  by  whom  this  houfe  is 
intruded. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  followed  by  votes  of  addrefles 
againft  feveral  perfons  -,  and,  the  heats  ftill  increafing 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  king,  three  days  after, 
prorogued  the  parliament,  and  the  next  week  diflblved 
it  by  proclamation. 

Page  532.  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of  the 
Beft  fpeakers  in  the  houfe,  and  was  very  zealous  in  his 
endeavours  for  promoting  the  bill  of  exclufion.  He 
was  a  perfon  of  great  piety  and  virtue,  and,  having 
taken  an  affection  to  Sir  William  Temple,  was  forry  to 
fee  him  employed  in  the  delivery  of  fo  unacceptable  a 
mefTage  to  the  houfe  :  the  fubftance  of  what  he  faid  to 
the  author  upon  it  was  this  :  that  "  for  himfelf  he  was 
"  old  and  infirm,  and  expected  to  die  foon  :  but  you, 
<c  faid  he,  will  in  all  probability  live  to  fee  the  whole 
"  kingdom  lament  the  confequences  of  this  meffaae 
**  you  have  now  brought  us  from  the  king.5' 

Page  5361  What  the  author  fpoke  in  the  houfe 
does  not  only  relate  to  the  bufinefs  of  Tangier,  but 

like- 
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likewife  to  the  bill  of  exclufion,  which  was  then  new- 
ly thrown  out  by  the  lords.  I  fhewed  the  fpeech  to 
the  author,  who,  as  far  as  his  memory  could  ferve 
him,  allowed  it  to  be  fairly  taken.  I  think  it  very 
worthy  of  the  author,  though  it  appears  to  have  been 
wholly  unpremeditate.  And  fince  part  of  it  relates 
to  fome  panages  in  the  Memoirs,  it  may  be  conve- 
nient to  infert  it  here. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

THIS  debate  hath  more  of  weight  in  it,  than 
the  bufinefs  of  Tangier.  I  think,  as  affairs 
now  Hand,  the  moft  part  of  Chriftendom  is  concerned 
in  it,  I  am  fure  all  the  protectants  :  and  therefore,  I 
hope,  your  patience  will  hold  out,  to  have  the  whole 
circumftances  of  it  fairly  examined  :  for  the  argu- 
ments that  have  been  offered,  in  the  confideration  of 
this  meffage,  have  enlarged  the  debate  further  than 
was  at  firft  intended,  and  have  brought  the  whole  ftate 
of  the  nation,  in  fome  meafure,  before  you,  inftead 
of  that  one  particular  bufinefs  of  Tangier  •,  fo  that  now 
what  refolve  you  make  will  be  a  difcovery  of  your  in- 
clinations, not  only  as  to  what  you  intend  to  do  as  to 
a  fupply  for  Tangier,  but  as  to  giving  money. for  al- 
liances and  all  other  occafions  •,  upon  which  refult  the 
good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  this  parliament  doth  depend. 
As  to  Tangier,  I  do  agree  with  that  worthy  member 
that  fpoke  before  (though  many  are  of  a  different 
opinion)  that  it  is  not  of  any  great  ufe  to  us,  upon 
the  account  of  any  advantage  we  fhall  make  by  it. 
But  however,  I  think  it  is  very  well  worth  our  keep- 
ing, becaufe  of  the  difadvantages  we  fhould  receive  by 
it,  if  it  mould  fall  into  the  hands  either  of  the  Turk, 
or  Spaniard,  but  efpecially  the  French,  who  will  not 
only  be  thereby  enabled  to  fetter  us  as  to  our  trade  in 
the  Levant,  but  to  curb  alfo  all  other  nations  what- 
foever  •,  and  be  fuch  an  addition  to  the  too  great  power 
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he  hath  acquired  both  by  fea  and  land  already,  that 
I  am  of  opinion  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we 
weaken  the  fecurity  we  now  have,  that  it  mall  not 
fall  into  his  hands.  But  if  the  mole  and  the  town  could 
be  blown  into  the  air,  or  otherwife  reduced  into  its  firft 
chaos,  I  think,  considering  the  charge  it  will  coft  keep- 
ing, England  would  not  be  much  the  worfe  for  it ; 
but  to  move  you  to  confider  any  thing  about  that,  at 
this  time,  cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  the  Moors  have 
fo  befieged  it,  that  the  firit  thing  that  muft  be  done, 
whether  in  order  to  keep  it  or  deftroy  it,  is,  to 
beat  them  off,  by  fome  fpeedy  fupplies  which  mull 
be  prefently  fent  ;  or  elfe  the  town,  according  to  the 
beft  information  come  from  thence,  is  like  to  be  loft. 
And,  Sir,  I  think  this  fingle  confideration  may  be 
perfuafive  to  move  you  to  give  fome  fuch  fupply  as  may 
be  precifely  neceffary  for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
this  place.  A  fmall  fum  of  money,  in  comparifon  of 
what  this  houfe  hath  formerly  given,  may  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  fatisfy  his  majefty's  expectation,  and  fecure  the 
place  too.  But  I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  con- 
fideration of  Tangier  that  makes  me  prcfs  you  to  it ; 
but  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  proteftants  abroad.  Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  fome 
publick  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be*a little 
more  fenfible  of  the  (late  of  affairs,  in  reference  to  our 
neighbours,  than  others  may  be ;  having  not  only  had 
the  advantage  of  information,  but  was  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  ufing  my  beft  endeavours  to  get  a  true  account 
of  them.  Sir,  I  am  confident  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
upon  this  parliament  ;  and  not  only  the  proteftants 
abroad,  but  many  catholick  countries  (who ftand  in  fear 
of  the  power  of  France)  do  think  themfelves  as  much 
concernedin  the  fuccefs  of  this  parliament,  as  this  houfe; 
and  will  be  as  much  perplexed  to  hear  any  ill  news 
thereof.  This,  Sir,  as  well  as  the  neceffities  of  our  affairs 
at  home,  make  me  trouble  you  at  this  time,  to  defire 
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you  to  be  careful  what  you  do,  that  we  may  not  oo 
cafion  in  his  majefty  any  diflike  to  this  houfe.  What- 
ever you  do  as  to  the  bufinefs  of  money  for  Tangier,  I 
pray,  Sir,  let  there  be  no  notice  taken  in  your  addrefs, 
of  the  lords  having  caft  out  your  bill ;  for  we  have 
no  reafon  to  think  the  king  was  any  ways  concerned 
therein.  To  throw  out  a  bill  of  fo  great  importance, 
without  a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
very  ftrange  and  contrary  to  the  ufual  proceedings  of 
that  houfe.  But,  pray,  Sir,  let  it  lie  at  their  doors 
that  did  it-,  for  the  king  could  not  be  concerned  in  a 
parliamentary  way.  For  by  this  means  we  may  obvi- 
ate all  mifunderftandings  with  his  majefty  about  this 
affair  ;  and,  I  hope,  create  in  him  a  good  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  upon  which  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this 
nation,  but  of  Europe,  doth  much  depend. 

Sir,  his  majefty,  in  his  meffage,  puts  you  in  mind 
of  giving  advice,  as  well  as  money  ;  I  think,  if  we 
make  that  expreffion  the  ground  of  our  addrefs,  we 
may  naturally  graft  very  good  things  thereon,  efpe- 
cially  what  may  conduce  to  the  prefervation  of  a  fair 
correfpondence,  Sir,  though  a  king  alone  cannot  fave 
a  kingdom,  yet  a  king  alone  can  do  very  much  to  ruin 
it;  and,  though  parliaments  alone  cannot  fave  this  king- 
dom, yet  parliaments  alone  may  do  much  to  ruin  it  : 
And  therefore  we  cannot  be  too  circumfpecl:  in  what  we 
do.  It  is  our  fortune  to  fit  here  in  a  critical  time,  when 
not  only  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion abroad,  need  our  continuance;  and,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  we  may  juftly  fear  that  there  are  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  contrive  the  putting  off  this  parliament. 
I  pray,  Sir,  let  us  not  give  them  any  advantage  •,  and 
then  I  doubt  not  but  his  majefty's  care  and  goodneis 
will  at  laft  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  bring  this 
feffion  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

The  End  of  the  Second  Volume* 
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